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ADVERTISEMENT. 


In  contemplating  the  history  of  past  ages,  the  mind 
of  man  has  unifoimly  felt  an  interest  proportionate 
to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  subjects 
narrated.  Whether  the  object  of  our  studies  be  the 
records  of  foreign  nations,  famed  for  gallantry  and 
high  achievements,  or  the  annals  of  a  distant  people, 
sdf-degraded  and  ruined  by  indolence  and  vice,  we 
feel  not  that  keenness  of  pity  or  that  amount  of 
sympathy  which  would  be  ours,  if  local  associations 
and  ties  created  an  interest  in  our  hearts. 

Who,  that  has  read  the  Histories  of  Greece  and 
Rome  with  any  degree  of  attention,  but  must  have 
glowed  with  admiration  of  their  patriotic  struggles 
for  freedom,  and  sorrowed  when,  prostrated  by  vice, 
and  enervated  by  luxury,  these  nations  became  the 
prey  of  intestine  faction  and  hostile  inroad.  Emo- 
tions of  admiration,  mingled  with  astonishment,  are 
exdted,  while  we  read  of  their  deeds  of  daring  and 
devotion  for  theii:  country, — emotions  of  no  common 


VI  ADVERTISEMENT. 

character,  and  no  brief  duration.  But  the  history 
of  our  own  country  carries  along  with  it  a  charm 
ever  attractive,  and  calls  up  associations  which  lie 
dormant  while  we  peruse  the  history  of  any  other 
country.  Though  our.  opinions  in  politics  and  re- 
ligion should  differ  from  those  entertained  by  our 
ancestors,  this  difference,  instead  of  neutralizing  the 
effects  of  locality,  but  stimulates  our  research,  and 
heightens  our  curiosity. 

The  portion  of  Scottish  History  here  presented  to 
the  pubUc  Embraces  a  period  of  twenty-two  years^ 
and  gives  in  detail  a  mass  of  interesting  local  infor- 
mation, connected  with  a  time  when  the  lives  and 
liberties  of  our  forefathers  were  in  most  imminent 
danger. 

The  Publisher  is  aware,  that  a  diflference  of 
opinion  exists  regarding  the  sentiments  of  the  Author, 
and  the  spirit  which  he  has  manifested  in  this  Work. 
This  can  be  a  matter  of  little  moment  to  the  un- 
biased ;  for  the  period  which  this  Work  regards,  was 
one  when  our  forefathers  were  struggling  for  liberty 
of  thought ;  and  that  different  sides  should  have  been 
adopted,  and  different  views  of  the  same  subject 
presented,  was  naturally  to  be  expected.  We  cannot, 
then^  quarrel  with  one  who,  an  eye-witness  of  the 
facts  whksh    he   relates,   occasionally  gives    his  own 


ADVBRTISBMENT.  vii 

opiAions :  but  by  hearing  both  sides  we  obtain  the 
truth. 

This  Editieii  is  printed  from  the  copy»  in  two 
vdiimes,  published  in  1798,  fh>m  the  MS.  of  Mr. 
SiPALDiNO,  the  title  page  of  which  runs  thus  :-^  Jfte 
History  qf  the  Troubles  and  Memorable  Transactions 
in  Scotland,  Jrom  the  Year  1624  to  1645;  containing 
an  interesting  Narrative  qf  the  Proceedings  of  the 
great  Families  in  Scotland  during  that  Period;  Rising 
of  the  Highland  Clans  in  Arms ;  Origin  and  Progress 
qf  the  (Covenanters,  their  Battles,  Sieges,  S^c;  and  many 
other  remarkable  Particulars  qf  the  Troubles  in  the 
North  qf  Scotland,  not  contained  in  any  other  History. 

This  Edition  is  printed  in  the  same  style  as  the 
original.  It  was  deemed  more  proper  to  retain  the 
old  orthography.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  for- 
mer Edition,  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  mo- 
dernize some  of  the  words,  but,  for  the  sake  of 
uniformity,  these  have  been  altered  to  correspond 
with  the  orthography  used  in  the  first  part;  and  a 
Glossary,  explanatory  of  the  words  and  terms  used, 
and  an  Index,  carefully  collected,  have  been  subjoined. 

The  Publisher  acknowledges,  with  gratitude,  the 
patronage  of  those  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  who 
have  encouraged  the  Work,  by  adding  their   names 
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to  the  Subscription  List.  He  feels  sorry  that  the 
publication  has  been  delayed  longer  than  was  anti- 
cipated; and  begs  to  assure  them,  that  it  arose  from 
circumstances  which  he  could  not  control.  He  now 
commends  this  Work  to  the  patronage  of  the  public ; 
assured  that  few  can  read  it  without  being  interested, 
and  all  may  read  it  with  profit 
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ANNO  1624. 


ArrER  the  death  and  burial  of  Angus  Mcintosh  of  Auld  Tirlio) 
ttliaa  Angus  Williamson,  (which  was  a  little  before  Whitsunday 
in  the  year  of  Grod  1624,)  his  kin  and  friends  of  Clanchattan^ 
whom  he  in  his  time  held  under  rule  and  in  peace  by  his  power 
and  poUcy,  began  to  call  to  mind  how  James  Earl  of  Murray) 
their  master,  had  casten  them  out  of  their  kindly  possessions, 
whilk  past  memory  of  man,  their  predecessors  and  they  had  kept 
for  small  dufy,  but  for  their  faithful  service,  and  planted  in 
their  places,  for  payment  of  a  greater  duty,  a  number  of  stran* 
gers  and  feeble  persons,  unhabile  to  serve  the  earl  their  raasterv 
fia  they  could  have  done,  by  which  means  those  gentlemen  were 
brought  through  necessity  to  great  misery,  and  therewith  con* 
ttdering  their  young  chief,  the  laird  of  Mcintosh,  was  bat  a 
bairn,  who  (according  to  the  common  band)  might  not  be  an*^ 
awerable  for  their  misdeeds ;  and  thinking  and  calling  to  mind 
how  oft  and  how  humbly  they  had  craved  their  kindly  poaaea* 
aions  from  the  said  earl,  but  could  not  be  heard,  nor  find  favour, 
which  grieved  them  in  the  highest  degree ;  they,  therefore,  findi- 
ing  the  time  proper,  partly  through  infancy  of  their  young  chief, 
and  partly  through  the  death  of  this  worthy  chieftain,  (who  by 
hia  wit  and  policy,  held  them  still  under  awe  and  obedience)^ 
desperately  resolve  by  force  of  arms,  either  to  recover  their  owA 
kifidly  possessions,  or  otherwise  cast  the  samen  waiste,  and  none 
ahould  labour  the  ground  or  pay  any  duty  to  the  earl ;  and  ta 
tblit  effect,  about  the  said  feast  of  Whitsunday  1624^  there  brake 
out  in  arias  about  the  number  of  two  hundred  of  the  primipri 

Citlemen  of  that  race  and  lineage  of  Qanchattan,  under;  th^ 
ding  of  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  alias  Lachlan  C^le,  (uncle  to  this 
now  laird  of  Mcintosh)  and  Lachlan  Mcintosh  or  Lachlan  An- 
gus^-son),  eldest  son  to  the  said  umquhile  Angus  WiUiamson) 
tkrir  captains.    They  keeped  the  fields  in  their  highjiand  weed 
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upon  foot,  with  swords,  bows,  arrows,  targets,  bagbuts,  pistols, 
and  other  highland  arms,  and  first  b^n  to  rob  and  spuiizie  the 
earl's  tenants  who  laboured  their  possessions,  of  their  haill  goods, 
gear,  insight  plenishing,  horse,  noil,  sheep,  corns,  and  cattle, 
and  left  them  nothing  that  they  could  get  within  their  bounds, 
syne  fell  in  soming  throughout  Murray,  Stratherick,  Urquhart, 
Koss,  Sutherland,  Brae  of  Mar,  and  divers  other  parts,  taking 
their  meat  and  food  per  force  where  they  could  not  get  it  wil- 
lingly, frae  friends  as  well  as  frae  their  faes,  yet  still  kept  them- 
selves from  shedding  of  innocent  blood.  Thus  they  Uvsd  as  out- 
laws, oppressing  the  country,  besides  the  casting  of  the  earl's 
land  waste,  and  openly  avowed  they  had  taken  this  course  to  get 
their  own  possessions  again,  or  then  hold  the  country  waking. 

The  earl  of  Murray,  mightily  grieved  at  the  Clanchattan  to 
break  out  in  such  disorder,  himself  being  dwelling  in  Murray, 
sends  shortly  and  brings  out  of  Monteith  and  Balquidder  about 
three  hundred  highlandmen  armed  after  their  own  custom.  This 
people,  with  the  earl  himself,  came  through  Murray  to  Inver- 
ness in  battle  rank ;  they  stayed  there  that  night,  and  the  ei&I 
was,  with  his  good  brother  the  earl  of  Ei^e,  in  the  castle  well 
entertained.  Thir  people  stayed  a  while  in  the  country  upon  the 
earPs  great  expences,  without  seeing  or  seeking  the  Clanchattan ; 
therefore  the  earl  sent  them  all  back  the  gate  tiiey  came ;  alwa3m 
the  earl  returned  frae  Inverness  back  to  Elgin,  and  provided 
another  company  to  go  against  the  Clanchattan ;  but  they  abo 
did  little  service,  and  so  returned  without  finding  of  the  enemy 
first  or  last,  albeit  they  made  a  pretext  of  seeking  them  through 
the  country. 

But  the  Clanchattan,  nothing  dismayed,  became  more  furious 
and  enraged,  to  rob  and  spoil  every  man's  goods,  wherever  they 
eame,  whether  fnend  or  foe,  to  the  great  hurt  and  skaiA  of  the 
king's  la^es.  The  earl,  seeing  he  could  hardly  get  them  sap- 
pressed  by  force  of  arms,  resolves  upon  another  course  to  htMt 
them  down,  which  was,  he  goes  to  Xiondon  to  king  James,  luid 
humbly  shews  the  rising  of  thir  Clanchattan,  and  that  he  could 
not  get  them  overcome  and  subdued  without  an  lieutenantry  in 
the  North,  which  the  king  graciously  granted  to  him  for  some 
lew  years,  and  to  sit,  cognosce,  and  decern  upon  some  capital 
points  allenarly,  specially  set  down  thereintill.  The  earl  re- 
turns  home,  causes  proclaim  his  lieutenantry,  (whereat  it  was 
thought  the  house  of  Huntly  was  somewhat  ofiended,  thinking 
acne  should  be  lieutenant  in  the  North  but  themselves,  albeit*  he 
was  his  own  goodson,  who  had  gotten  it,  to  wit,  the  marqtds^s 
•on-in-law  who  had  married  his  eldest  daughter)  proclaims  let- 
ters of  intercommuning  against  the  Clanchattan  at  the  head 
burghs  of  anndiy  shires,  that  none  should  receipt,  supply,  or 
intercommune  with  them,  under  great  pains  and  peril.  After 
publieation  of  which  letters,  Uie  Clanchattan's  kin  and  friends, 
who  had  privately  promised  them  assbtance  before  their  break- 
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ing  oaty  bfBgiiM  now  to  grow  cold^  fearing  their  eitate%  of  w4toni 
sundry  was  wealthy^  in  lands  and  goods,  and  simpliciter  refused 
tbem  nelp,  receipt  or  supply,  for  fear  of  the  laws* 

The  Clanchattan  seeing  this,  by  expectation  begin  now  to  re* 
pent  their  breaking  out,  and  seek  the  earl's  peace^  whilk  by  in- 
tercession of  friends  was  granted,  provided  that  they  should  give 
the  earl  information  who  did  receipt  or  supply  them  after  publi- 
cation of  the  letters  of  intercommuning,  and  to  give  up  their 
liames,  and  prove  the  same.  Upon  this  condition  the  earl  for- 
j^ves  them,  and  takes  them  by  the  hand,  and  shortly  begins  to 
bold  justice  courts  within  the  burgh  of  Elgin.  Some  slight 
lowns,  followers  of  the  Clanchattan,  were  execute ;  but  the  prin- 
cipal outbreakers  and  malefactors  were  spared  and  never  troub- 
led. This  justice  court  was  fenced  in  the  eorPs  own  name,  and 
in  the  name  of  the  laird  Innes,  the  laird  Brodie,  Mr.  Samuel 
Falconer  of  Knockorth,  and  Mr.  John  Hay,  commissary  of  Mur- 
ray, his  deputes,  before  whom  was  summoned  all  such  as  had 
given  su[^ly,  receipt,  or  intercommuned  with  the  ClanchattaUt 
who  durst  not  but  compear,  otherwise  go  to  the  horn ;  and  being 
accused,  they  could  not  but  deny :  then  presently  was  brought 
in  before  the  bar,  and  in  the  honest  men's  faces,  the  Clanchat- 
tan, who  had  gotten  supply,  verified  what  they  had  gotten,  and 
the  honest  men,  confounded  and  dashed,  knew  not  what  to  say 
or  answer,  were  forced  to  come  in  the  earl's  will,  whilk  was  not 
for  their  good ;  others  compeared  and  willingly  confessed,  trust- 
ing to  get  more  favour  at  the  earl's  hands,  but  they  came  little 
speed,  and  lastly  some  stood  out  and  denied.  All  who  were  re- 
eerved  to  the  tnal  of  an  assisee,  the  principal  malefactors  stood 
pp  in  judgment,  and  declared  what  they  had  gotten,  whether 
meat,  money,  cloathing,  gun,  ball,  powder,  lead,  sword,  durk, 
and  the  like  commodities,  and  also  instructed  the  assize  in  ilk 
particular,  what  they  had  gotten  from  the  persons  pannelled;  an 
uncouth  form  of  probation,  where  the  principal  mafefiustor  proves 
against  the  receptor  for  his^own  pardon,  and  honest  inen,  per- 
bi^nrither  of  the  Clanchattan  kin  nor  blood,  punished  for  t^eir 
good  will,  ignorant  of  the  laws,  and  rather  receipting  them  more 
iofs  their  ill  thai^  for  their  good.  Nevertheless  their  innocent 
990n,  under  colour  of  justice  part,  and  part  as  they  came  in,  were 
eeundly  fined  in  great  sums  as  their  estates  might  bear,  and  some 
above  their  estates  were  fined,  and  every  one  warded  within  the 
tidbooth  of  Elgin,  while  the  least  mite  was  paid  by  such  as  were 
pwrsned  in  anno  1624. 


ANNO  1625. 

King  James  departs  this  life  in  the  month  of  March  1625. 
King  Charles  renews  the  lieutenantry,  the  earl  goes  on  quickly 
wd  sharply  with  his  justice-courts  against  Inverness,    John 
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Grant  of  Glenmoriston,  and  otben,  who  would  not  come  in  the 
Barl'g  will  for  receipt  of  the  Clanchattan,  and  pay  him  sic  fines 
as  pleased  him  to  impose.  Inverness,  standing  to  their  inno-^ 
t^enee^  made  moyan  before  the  council,  which  availed  nought. 
Then  they  sent  Duncan  Forbes  their  provost  to  the  king ;  Johm 
Grant  went  also  to  complain  to  his  majesty,  but  still  the  earl, 
who  past  also  to  the  king,  set  them  aside  and  bare  them  down ; 
they  returned  all  home,  and  the  earl  fined  Inverness  in  great 
sums  of  money,  and  John  Grant  of  Glenmoriston  agrees  with 
him  quietly,  after  he  had  made  great  travel  and  expence  for  Us 
just  defence.  There  was  some  miscontentment  betwixt  the  mar- 
quis of  Huntly  and  his  son  the  lord  Grordon  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  said  earl  of  Murray  on  the  other  part,  touching  the  purchas* 
ing  of  this  lieutenantiy  without  their  counsel  and  advice,  th^y 
kept  no  •  secrete,  nor  frequents  other  companies.  The  earl  by 
himself  goes  on  with  his  lieutenantry,  the  marquis  grudges  to  see 
the  king's  leiges,  who  were  just  and  innocent,  so  abused  and 
fined,  under  colour  of  a  law,  yet  held  him  quiet  and  beholds  all 
patiently.  Yet  some  said,  both  they  and  the  lord  Grordon  assbft- 
ed  some  of  their  iViends  who  were  pursued,  and  made  moyan 
secretly  before  the  council,  and  thereafter  before  the  king,  which 
did  little  good,  but  made  the  earl  think  upon  it  when  he  found 
occasion,  and  as  was  thought  he  made  the  marquis  to  lose  both 
the  sherifibhips  of  Aberdeen  and  Inverness,  as  ye  shall  hear; 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  marquis  punished  not  blood  nor  op- 
pression, but  reserved  all  to  the  lieutenant,  whereby  the  country 
was  easten  loose. 

N.  B. — There  is  nothing  noted  in  the  years  of  God  1626  and 
1627  worthy  of  memorial,  and  therefore  goes  to  1688  f<ff  the 
potes  of  that  ^ear, 


ANNO  1628. 

In  this  year  of  God,  John  Grant  of  Balnadallach  and  hi* 
complices  follow  John  Grant  of  Carroun  to  the  wood  of  Aber- 
nethy,  betwixt  whom  there  fell  out  an  hot  skirmish,  where  the 

said  John  Grant  of  Carroun  was  cruelly  slain,  and Ghtent 

of  Dalvey  on  young  Balnadallach's  side,  and  divers  others  hurt 
on  both  sides,  which  blood  lay  unpunished. 

And  siclike  about  Michaelmas  in  the  said  year,  the  laird» 
thereafter  lord  of  Banff,  unhappily  slew  James  Ogilvie,  hi^ 
cousin,  being  a  proper  gentleman  :  there  was  some  assythment 
made  for  this  slaughter,  and  he  went  peaceably. 


ANNO  1629. 
Alexander  Innes,  nottar  public  in  Elgin,  cruelly  slew  Robert 
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Talloeh,  brother  to  — —  TuHoch  of  Tanoqnhy,  at  the  Vm^ 
port  in  E%in,  about  Whitsunday  1629;  he  fled  to  Ireland,  hi* 
wife  ttid  elnldren  followed,  but  feared  puniahing. 


ANNO  1630. 

'  Upon  the  first  of  January  1630,  the  laird  of  Fi^endranght  and 
his  complices  fell  in  a  trouble  with  William  Grordon  of  Rotli6» 
may  and  his  complices,  where  the  said  William  Was  unhappily 
slain,  being  a  gallant  gentleman,  and  on  Frendraught's  sidb 
was  -slain  George  Gordon,  brother  to  James  Gordon  of  Les* 
moir,  and  divers  others  were  hurt  on  both  sides.  The  marquis 
of  Huntly,  and  some  well-set  friends  settled  this  feud,  atid 
Frendraught  ordained  to  pay  to  the  lady  relict  of  Rothemay 
and  the  bairns,  fifty  thousand  merks  in  composition  of-  the 
slaughter,  whilk  as  was  said  was  truly  paid. 

Upon  the  27th  of  September  1630,  the  laird  of  Frendraught 
having  in  his  company  Robert  Crightoun  of  Candlan,  and  JaBies 
Lesly,  son  to  John  Lesly  of  Pitcaple,  with  some  other  servaiil% 
the  said  Robert,  after  some  speeches,  shoots  the  said  Jaolies 
Lesly  through  the  arm.  They  were  parted,  and  he  convoyed 
to  Pitcaple,  and  the  other  Frendraught  shot  out  of  his  company. 

Likeas  Frendraught,  upon  the  5th  of  October,  held  confer^ 
ence  with  the  earl  of  Murray  in  Elgin,  and  upon  the  morn  he 
came  to  the  Bog  of  Gight,  where  the  marquis  made  him  wel* 
come.  Pitcaple  loups  on  about  thirty  horse  in  jack  and  speai* 
(hearing  of  Frendraught's  being  in  the  bog),  upon  Thursday 
the  7th  of  October,  and  came  to  the  marquis,  who  before  his 
doming  had  discreetly  directed  Frendraught  to  confer  widi  his 
lady.  Pitcaple  heavily  complains  of  the  hurt  his  son  had  got  in 
Frendraught^s  company,  and  rashly  avowed  to  be  revenged  be- 
fore he  went  home.  Tlie  marquis  alleged  Frendraught  had  done 
no  wrong,  and  dissuaded  him  from  any  trouble.  Pitcaple  di»» 
pleased  with  the  marquis,  suddenly  went  to  horse,  and  that 
same  day  rides  his  own  ways,  leaving  Frendraught  behind  him 
in  the  Bog,  to  whom*  the  marquis  revealed  what  conference  was 
betwixt  him  and  Pitcaple,  and  held  him  all  that  night,  and 
Wiodd  not  let  him  go.  Upon  the  mom,  being  Friday,  and  a 
night  of  October,  the  marquis  caused  Frendraught  to  breakfast 
lovingly  and  kindly;  after  breakfast,  the  nuurquis  directs  his 
dear  son,  viscount  of  Aboyn,  with  some  servants,  to  convoy 
Frendraught  home  to  his  own  house,  if  Pitcaple  was  laid  for 
him  by  the  way ;  John  Gordon,  eldest  son  of  the  late  slain  Ro-^ 
themay,  happened  to  be  in  the  B<^,  who  would  also  go  with 
Aboyn;  they  ride  on  without  interruption  to  the  place  of 
Frendraught,  or  sight  of  Pitcaple  by  the  way.  Aboyn  took 
Ms  leave  from  the  laird,  bat  upon  no  condition  he  and  his  lady 
would  not  suifer  hitn  to  go,   nor  none  that  was  with  hinr 
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tlAt  night,  but  earnestly  arged  him  (though  against  his  will), 
to  bide»  They  were  well  entertained,  supped  merrily,  and 
went  to  bed  jo^uUy.  The  viseount  was  laid  in  an  bed  in  th^ 
Old  Tower  gomg  off  the  hall,  and  standing  upon  a  vault, 
wherein  there  was  an  round  hole,  devised  of  old,  just  under 
Aboyn's  bed.  Robert  Gordon,  bom  in  Sutherland,  his  servitor, 
and  English  Will  his  page,  were  both  laid  beside  him  in  the 
SMOse  chamber ;  the  laird  of  Rothemay,  with  some  servants  be- 
side him,  was  laid  in  an  upper  chamber  just  above  Aboyn's 
chamber;  and  in  another  room  above  that  ohamber,  was  laid 
George  Chalmers  of  Noth  and  George  Grordon  another  of  the. 
viacounfs  servants ;  with  them  also  was  laid  captain  RoUock, 
then  in  Frendraught's  own  company.  Thus  all  being  at  res^ 
about  midnighti  that  dolorous  tower  took  fire  in  so  sudden  and 
furious  manner,  yea  and  in  an  clap,  that  the  noble  viscount,  the 
laird  of  Rothemay,  English  WOl,  Colonel  Ivat,  anothcur  of 
Aboyn's  servants,  and  other  two,  being  six  in  number,  werQ 
cruelly  burnt  and  tormented  to  the  death  without  hdp  or  relief. 
The  laird  of  Frendraught,  his  lady,  and  haill  household,  look* 
iis^  cm,  without  moving  or  striving  to  deliver  them  from  the 
fury  of  this  fearful  fire,  as  was  reported.  Robert  Gordon,  cal-r 
led  Sutherland  Robert,  being  iu  the  viscount's  chamber,  escap- 
ed this  fire  with  the  life.  Gsorge  Chalmers  and  captain  Rolt 
leek,  being  in  the  third  room,  escaped  also  tins  fire,  and  as  was 
said,  Aboyn  might  have  saved  himself  also,  if  he  would  have 
gone  out  of  doors,  which  he  would  not  do,  but  suddenly  ran  up 
stairs  to  Rothemay's  chamber,  and  wakened  him  to  rise ;  and  as 
he  is  wakening  him,  the  limber  passage  and  lofting  of  the 
chamber  hastily  takes  fire,  so  that  none  of  them  could  win 
down  stairs  again,  so  they  turned  to  &  window  looking  to  the 
dose,  where  thev  piteonsly  cried,  many  time,  help,  help !  for 
God's  cause !  The  laird  and  the  lady,  with  their  servants,  all 
aoeing  and  hearing  the  woeful  crying,  made  no  help  nor  manner 
of  hdiinng,  which  they  jperceiving,  cried  oftentimes  mercy  al 
Gtod's  hands  for  their  sms,  syne  cdasped  in  other's  arms,  and 
ebearfully  suffered  their  martyrdom.  Thus  died  this  noble  vis^ 
count,  of  singular  expectation,  Rothemay  a  brave  youths  and 
the  rest,  by  this  doleful  fire  never  enough  to  be  deplored,  to  the 
great  grief  and  sorrow  of  their  kin,  parents,  and  haill  common 
pMOfde,  especially  to  the  noble  marquis,  who  for  his  good  will 

St  this  reward.  No  man  can  express  the  dolour  of  him  and 
I  lady,  nor  yet  the  grief  of  the  viscount's  own  dear  lady,  whea 
it  came  to  her  ears,  which  she  kept  to  her  dying  day,  disdain* 
iag  after  the  company  of  man  in  her  lifetime,  following  the  love 
of  the  turtle-dove. 

How  soon  the  marquis  gets  word,  he  directs  some  friends  to 
take  up  their  ashes  and  burnt  bones,  which  they  could  get,  and 
as  they  could  be  kent,  to  put  ilk  one's  ashes  and  bones  in  an 
^mtf.  being  sue  phests  in  the  haill,  whioht  w^  great  si^rroHs 
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iind  care,  was  had  to  the  kirk  of  GbuntulKe,  and  tliero  borM. 
la  the  mean  time  the  marquis  writes  to  the  lord  Gordon,  thea 
dwelling  in  Invemeee,  of  the  accident.  It  is  reported,  that 
npon  the  mom  after  this  woeftil  fire,  the  lady  I^ndrangfcty 
daughter  to  the  earl  of  Sutherland,  and  near  cousin  to  the  mast* 
quia,  busked  in  a  white  plaid,  and  riding  on  a  small  nag,  ha^ 
ing  a  hoy  leading  her  horse,  without  any  more  in  her  ecHnpany^ 
in  this  pitiful  manner  she  came  weeping  and  mourning  to  the 
Bog,  desiring  entry  to  speak  with  my  lor^  but  this  was  refused^ 
so  she  returned  back  to  her  own  house  the  same  gate  she  eame, 
iiomfortless. 

The  lord  Gordon,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  marquis's  letter, 
came  hastily  to  the  Bog,  conyeened  William,  with  whose  sister 
ihe  riscount  was  married,  and  many  other  friends,  who  after 
serious  consideration,  concluded  this  fearful  fire  could  net 
come  by  chance,  sloth,  or  accident,  but  that  it  was  {dotted  and 
devised  of  set  purpose,  as  ye  may  hereafter  see,  whereof  Fren- 
draught,  his  lady,  and  servants  and  friends,  one  or  other  was 
upon  the  knowledge;  so  thir  friends  dissolves,  and  the  marquis 
-would  not  revenge  himself  by  way  of  deed,  but  seek  the  laws 
with  all  diligence,  whereunto  lie  had  more  than  reason. 

Now  there  was  a  gentleman  called  John  Meldrum,  who  some 
time  served  the  laird  of  Frendraught,  and  got  not  good  payment 
of  ^is  fee,  as  he  alleged,  whereat  he  was  miscontent.  This  Mri- 
drum  thereafter  married  with  Piteaple's  sister,  and  the  hurting 
of  James  Lesly  made  this  grief  the  greater,  and  bred  some-  sus- 
pieioB  of  the  raising  of  this  fire ;  whereupon  he,  with  one  John 
Toasch,  servitor  to  Frendraught,  and  an  jroung  woman  called 
*'  Wood,  daughter  to  the  laird  of  Colpnay,  all  suspected  per- 
sons to  be  either  airt  and  part,  or  on  the  counsel  of  this  fire^ 
one  or  other  of  them,  were  apprehended  and  warded  in  tiie  Tol- 
booth  of  Edinburgh.  This  young  gentlewoman  was  first  accus- 
ed before  the  lords  of  session,  and  sharply  examined.  She 
stands  to  her  innocence,  and  denies  all ;  she  is  therefore  put  into 
the  boots,  and  cruelly  tortured,  yet  confesses  nothing,  wheK0- 
upon  she  is  set  to  liberty,  as  an  innocent,  but  the  other  two 
men  are  kept  in  strait  ward,  where  I  will  leave  them  till  a(ker*» 
wards. 

Ye  heard  before  how  young  Balnadallach  had  killed  John 
Grant  of  Carroun  without  punishing;  whereupon  his  undo 
James  Grant  vowed  to  revenge  his  death,  and  wrought  micUe 
displeasure  to  the  said  Balnadallach,  as  ye  shall  hoar,  because 
he  could  get  no  justice  against  him  by  the  laws,  for  his  moyatt 
with  the  earl  of  Murray. 

Ye  heard  before  of  some  miscontentment  betwixt  the  marquis 
of  Hontiy  and  the  earl  of  Murray,  anent  purchasing  the  lieu'>' 
tenantry.  In  recompence  of  the  marquis'  procedure,  the  earl  of 
Murray,  being  at  court,  and  in  good  mvour  with  the  king,  deah 
M  that  his  majesty  should  take  tiie  sheriffships  of  Aberdeen  and 
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In^eniBM  froihifae  marqnis,  and  give  bim  five  tbousand  poanda 
flterling  for  the  samen.  The  marqiuB  was  very  loth  to  quit  these 
l^ces,  purchased  for  singular  services  done  to  the  kings  of  Scot* 
land  by  his  predecessors,  yet  is  forced  to  do  the  samen,  not 
standing  now  in  such  favour  with  this  king  as  with  his  father;  but 
it  was  said  the  earl  of  Murray  alledged  he  was  sic  a  great  man,  of 
sic  friendship  and  power,  that  none  could  live  beside  him,  ex* 
oept  these  sneriJflbhips  were  taken  frae  him  and  his  posterity, 
and  the  king  gave  better  ear  in  this  purpose  to  the  earl  of 
Murray  nor  to  the  marquis,  and  thir  heritable  offices  were  an* 
nexed  to  the  crown ;  but  the  marquis  would  not  receive  the  said 
five  thousand  pounds  sterling,  but  desired  his  son,  the  lord 
GkMrdon,  to  take  it  up ;  but  whether  he  got  full  payment  or 
not,  I  cannot  tell,  for  he  was  then  in  England.  It  is  true,  the 
country  was  not  in  sic  obedience  afterwards,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

At  Michaelmas,  in  the  same  year  of  the  marquis'  demission, 
16S0,  John  Johnstoun  of  Caskiebain  by  the  king's  commission 
was  made  sheriff  principal  of  Aberdeen,  and  Sir  Robert  Gor* 
don  of  that  ilk,  knight  baronet,  was  likewise  by  the  king's 
commission  made  sheriiF  principal  of  Inverness,  and  both  to  en*> 
dure  for  an  year.  The  marquis,  made  free  of  these  sheriSiBhips; 
resolved  to  look  about  his  own  affairs,  and  behold  all,  whilk 
bred  neat  troubles  in  the  land,  that  durst  not  have  been  enter* 
prissed  if  he  had  bruiked  office,  and  no  lieutenantry  had  1|peii 
granted  to  the  earl  of  Murray,  as  ye  have  heard. 

Ya  heard  of  James  Grant,  how  he  brake  out.  Indeed  no  re* 
dress  could  be  gotten  of  Baluadallach  for  the  innocent  slaughter 
of  his  brother's  son,  for  by  moyan  he  purchased  a  respite,  and 
thereafter  a  remission,  as  was  said.  James  Grant  seeing  this, 
itnmed  lawless,  and  upon  the  third  day  of  December,  he  with 
his  complices,  came  to  the  town  and  lands  of  Pitchass,  young 
Balnadallach's  dwelling  place,  who,  with  about  thirty  persons, 
was  within,  whilk  the  said  James  Grant  well  enough  knew, 
and  to  train  him  out,  he  sets  his  corn-yard  on  fire,  and  haill 
laieh  bigging,  barns,  byres,  stables,  wherein  many  horse,  nolt; 
and  sheep  was  burnt,  and  sic  bestial  as  was  not  burnt  they  slew 
and  destroyed;  but  young  Balnadallach  kept  the  house,  and 
durst  not  come  out  and  make  any  defence.  In  like  mannei^,  the 
said  James  Grant  with  his  complices,  upon  the  seventh  day  of 
the  said  month  of  December,  past  to  the  town  and  lands  of 
Talqhyn  pertaining  to  old  BalnadaUach,  and  burnt  up  and  de- 
stroyed the  haill  bigging  thereof,  corns,  cattle,  goods,  and  gear, 
and  all  which  they  could  get,  and  to  the  hills  goes  he. 

Balnadallach,  old  and  young,  complain  to  the  earl  of  Murray, 
lieutenant,  upon  this  injure  and  oppressions,  and  with  all  the 
country  people,  still  nnder  hazard  of  their  lives  and  heirship  of 
their  goods,  who  was  unfriends  to  the  said  James  Grant,  cried 
out  against  the  lieutenant  for  not  punishing  of  thir  grievous  of* 
fiBttces,  searching,  seeking,' and  taking  of  the  said  James 'Gxianl 
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and  his  complices ;  the  earl  inightily  moved  tbareftt»  and  in  end 
resolves  to  gar  one  devil  ding  another,  and  to  that  effect  agrees 
with  Lachlaii  Mcintosh  alias  Lachlan  Og,  brother  to  the  um- 
quhile  laird  of  Mcintosh,  William  Mcintosh  alias  M^Lachlan, 
son  to  umqahile  Lachlan  Angos-son,  and  George  Dallas. 
These  three  were  the  principal  men  that  broke  out  against  the 
earl  himself,  and  being  reconciled  as  ye  have  heard,  he  now 
agrees  with  them  to  take  the  said  James  Grant,  either  qoick 
or  dead;  whilk  upon  conditions  they  frankly  undertook,  and 
conveens  about  forty  strong  men  of  Clanchattan,  well  armed 
after  their  highland  fashion,  divides  them  into  three  several 
companies,  and  under  three  captains,  viz.  the  said  Lachlan  Og, 
William  M^Lachlan,  and  George  Dallas.  The  earl  himself  re- 
fers this  business  to  thir  three  captains,  and  upon  the  tenth  day 
of  the  said  month  of  December,  he  rides  from  Murray  south. 
But  thir  captains  used  so  great  diligence,  that  upon  the 
eighteenth  day  of  the  said  month  of  December,  they  find  the 
said  James  Grant  in  the  town  and  lands  of  Auchachyll  within  a 
house,  and  ten  men  with  him,  and  his  bastard  son  at  the  head  of 
Straihavan;  they  pursued  the  house  most  furiously;  the  said 
James  and  his  men  irins  out  and  takes  the  flight ;  they  follow 
sharply,  slew  four  of  the  men,  wounded  himself  with  arrows  in 
eleven  parts  of  his  body,  and  when  he  could  do  no  more  he  was 
taken,  and  his  six  other  men ;  but  his  bastard  son  wan  away. 
Thus  were  they  brought  quickly  to  the  place  of  Balnadallach, 
where  he  with  his  men  were  straitly  kept ;  then  his  men  were 
had  to  the  tolbooth  of  Elgin,  and  warded  there ;  himself  was 
led  to  Damway  upon  Yool-day,  the  25th  of  December,  where 
he  remained  till  the  25th  of  February,  1031,  that  his  wounds 
was  cured,  syne  had  into  Elgin,  as  you  shall  hear.  Balnadal- 
lach, old  and  young,  with  all  their  friends,  was  glad  at  this  tak- 
ing. So  the  earl  of  Murray  being  at  Edinburgh,  and  hastily 
advertised  hereof,  rejoiced  mightily  at  this  vassalage  done  by 
bis  men,  and  shortly  takes  order  with  him,  as  you  shall  hear. 
Whilk  was,  he  writes  frae  Edinburgh,  and  discharged  the  Clan^ 
chattan  companies,  and  ordered  thir  three  captains  with  some 
others,  and  his  own  men,  tenants  and  servants,  to  convey  them 
from  Elgin  to  Edinburgh,  whilk  was  done;  howsoon  James 
Grant  came  to  Edinburgh,  he  was  admired  and  looked  upon  as 
a  man  of  great  vassalage;  he  is  received  and  warded  m  the 
oasde  of  Edinburgh,  and  his  six  men  were  all  hanged  to  the 
death ;  he  was  oftentimes  accused  before  the  counsel  of  diverse 
matters ;  at  last  he  breaks  ward  and  wan  away,  as  ye  may  here-t 
after  hear. 


ANNO  1631. 

This  James  Grant,  now.  able  to  travel,  being  cured  of  his 

c 
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Wounds,  'oaibe  frae  Damway  apdn  the  25th  j£  Febniiiry  1681, 
to  the  burgh  of  Elgin,  convoyed  by  the  same  men  tbftt  took 
him ;  he  lodged  that  night  in  the  earl's  own  houee  with  strait 
watches;  upon  the  morn,  himself  was  transported  Iherefrae,  iand 
his  six  men  out  of  the  tolbooth,  and  all  together  was  conveyed 
by  the  earl's  own  men,  tenants  and  servants,  according  to  his 
own  written  direction,  to  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  except  the 
three  Clanchattan  captains,  with  some  few  others  that  convoyed 
him  also ;  where  he  was  warded,  and  his  men  hanged,  as  yon 
have  heard. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  marquis  of  Huntly  was  curiods  in 
trying  of  the  woeful  fire  of  Frendraught.  He  resolves,  by 
advice  of  his  friends,  to  complain  to  the  secret  council,  who 
went  with  his  lady  and  virgin  daughters,  upon  the  eleventh  of 
March,  irae  the  Bog,  by  chariot,  well  accompanied  by  his  friends. 
How  soon  he  came  to  Edinburgh,  he  declared  before  the  council, 
this  fearful  fire,  and  his  irrecoverable  loss,  desiring  their  aid 
and  assistance  to  try  the  authors  of  this  work,  for  still  the  mar- 
quis himself  had  Frendraught  in  suspicion  of  this  fire,  that  he 
was  the  forger  and  deviser  thereof.  The  lords  of  council  adikiir- 
ed  at  the  marquis'  declaration,  and  all  lamented  his  pitiful  case, 
whilk  could  not  be  well  tryed ;  however,  after  consultation,  the 
lords  send  a  commission  to  the  bishops  of  Aberdeen  and  Murray, 
the  lord  Carnegie  and  Crowner  Bruce,  to  go  to  the  place  of 
Frendraught,  and  there  ingeniously  to.  try  how  the  tower  took 
fire,  whether  accidentally  or  of  purpose,  or  if  it  proceeded  from 
fire  within  the  house,  or  if  fire  was  put  in  at  the  slits  or  win- 
dows by  men's  hands,  or  done  by  any  other  engine.  Thir  four 
commissioners,  upon  the  13th  of  April,  conveened  at  Fren- 
draught, where  the  lord  Gordon,  the  lord  Ogilvie,  the  lord 
Deskibrd,  with  sundry  barons  and  gentlemen,  met  them ;  they 
went  in  and  circumspectly  looked  round  about  them,  up  and 
down,  within  and  without,  and  at  last  all  in  one  voice  conclud- 
ed, and  wrote  to  the  council,  that  this  fire  could  not  be  raised 
without  the  house,  except  by  force  of  engine  of  war,  neither 
came  the  same  by  accident,  negligence,  or  sloth,  but  of  set  pur- 
pose this  fire  was  raised  by  men's  hands  within  the  vaults  ^r 
chambers  of  said  tower.  After  this  conclusion,  the  commifl- 
sioners  and  all  the  rest  takes  their  leave,  and  all  this  time  the 
marquis  bade  in  Edinburgh  till  the  commissioners  returned  with 
ibeir  answer,  which  howsoon  the  marquis  heard,  he  returned 
home  again  with  his  suspicion  more  and  more  encreased  against 
the  laird  of  Frendraught. 

Upon  Saturday  the  16th  of  July^  the  high  and  mighty  lord 
Francis  earl  of  Enrol  is  in  his  own  place  of  the  bounds  departed 
this  life,  and  was  buried  within  the  church  of  Slains,  upon  the 
night,  convoyed  quietly  with  his  own  domestics  and  country 
friends  with  torch  light.  It  was  his  will  to  have  no  gorgeous 
burial,  nor  to  convocate  his  noble  friends  with  making*  great 
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charges  and  exp^nfeesj)  hut  to  be  baried  quieftly)  and  such  ex*- 
pences  as  sfaoiud  be  wared  prodigally  upon  his  buriali  to.  give 
the  same  to  the  poor.  This  was  a  truly  noble  maa,  of  a  great 
and  courageous  spirit^  who  had  great  troubles  in  his  time, 
which  he. stoutly  and  honourably  still  carried,  and  now  in  &« 
vour  died  in  peace  with  Grod  and  man,  and  a  loyal  subject  to 
the  king,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  kin  and  friends. 

At  Michaelmas,  John  Forbes  of  Pitsligo  is  sheriflF  of  Aber- 
deen, and  Thomas  Fraser  of  Strichen  sheriff  of  Inverness,  by 
commission. 

Upon  the  8th  day  of  December,  John  Urquhart  of  Craig* 
Stoun,  sometime  tutor  of  Cromarty,  departed  this  life  in  his  own 
hcHise,  and  upon  the  1st  day  of  December  thereafter  he  was 
buried  within  his  own  isle,  in  the  kirk  of  King  Edward.  He 
left  behind  him  a  fiur  estate,  conquest  without  court  or  session, 
and  from  a  snuiU  beginning,  and  provided  his  children  honestly. 

John  Urquhart  of  Lathers,  his  eldest  lawful  son,  coming  frae 
his  burial  towards  Aberdeen,  takes  sickness  suddenly  by  the 
way  at  Parcook,  and  upon  the  11th  day  of  the  said  month  of 
Deoemher  departed  this  life,  and  was  buried  beside  his  father 
upon  the.  15tli  day  of  the  said  month.  Thus  the  son  followed 
the  father  shortly.  His  death  was  sorrowful  to  many,  but 
chiefly  to  sundry  of  his  friends  and  country  gentiemen,  whom 
he  had  engaged  as  cautioners  for  him  in.  great  sums  of  money, 
who  saw.no  relief,  because  he  had  neither  heir  nor  executor, 
his  son  being  put  in  fee  of  all  by  the  old  tutor  his  good-sir. 

The  marquis  of  Huntly,  with  his  lady,  and  virgin  daughter, 
was  in  the  plooghlands  in  harvest,  to  whom  came  the  lady  Mur- 
ray, their  eldest  daughter  and  visited  them.  After  conference 
within  the  yard,  they  kindly  drank  together ;  syne  she  took  her 
leave,  and  rode  to  Darnway.  Here  it  is  to  be  marked,  that  the 
earl,  her  husband,  was  at  this  time  south,  and  since  the  fire  of 
Frendranght  she  saw  not  her  Esther  and  mother,  nor  did  the 
earl  himself  since  the  purchasing  his  lieutenantry  ever  visit 
thenit  or  give  them  any  comfort  since  this  dolorous  fire,  which 
was  admired  by  many  country  people,  that  for  any  dryness  was 
betwixt  them  that  the  earl  of  Murray  should  have  been  so  un- 
kind, .  and  his  lady  both,  in  such  sorrowful  days.  At  last  they 
became  more  kind,  as  ye  shall  afterwards  hear. 


ANNO  1682. 

Upon  the  8d  day  of  January,  1632,  the  earl  of  Sutherland, 
bring  in  Qnerrell  wood  beside  Elgin,  directed  therefrae  his  led 
horse  with  his  greath  to  the  Bog,  minding  to  lodge  there  all 
night,  by  the  gate  going  south.  Himself  with  the  tutor  of  Duf- 
fus. followed,  who  came  to  the  Bog,  but  the  marquis  made  him 
cold  w^lcraie.for  his  good*brother  the  laird-  of  Frendraught's 

c  2  * 
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caiiBe»  sayii^  he  sheiild  Mther  quit  him  or  the  marmis.  Thb 
earl  answer^  he  would  prefer  him  to  his  good-'brotW,  Frea- 
draught,  bat  to  quit  him  who  had  married  his  sister,  so  long  as 
he  was  law-free,  he  could  not  with  his  honour.  The  marqim 
Boddenly  anawerisd,  <<  Then  God  he  with  you,  my  lord/'  and 
tamed  about  his  back.  The  earl  shortly  said  the  like,  and  came 
forth,  syne  took  his  leave  of  his  lady  and  his  daughters,  but 
the  lady  urged  him  to  stay  all  night,  saying  his  chamber 
was  prepared,  but  he  would  not,  and  night  being  fallen,  he 
lodges  in  Andrew  Haddentoun's  at  the  yett-cheek,  who  was  an 
ostler.    Upon  the  mom  timely  he  rises,  and  to  the  south  goes  he. 

Upon  Saturday  the  Idth  of  September,  the  earl  of  Angus, 
aceompanied  with  his  eldest  son  the  lord  Douglas,  and  thirty 
other  brave- horsed  gentlemen,  came  to  the  Bog,  where  they 
were  made  welcome,  and  well  entertained ;  and  upon  the  morn, 
without  further  ceremony,  he  was  married  at  the  kirk  of  Belly^ 
with  lady  Mary  Gordon,  daughter  to  the  marquis,  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Douglas,  minister  at  Glenbervie,  whom  the  earl  of  Angus 
brought  with  him  of  purpose.  Their  entertainment  was  ho- 
nourable; but  the  earl  of  Murray  and  his  lady,  by  reason  of 
the  coldness  aforesaid,  was  not  there,  nor  yet  the  lord  Gordon, 
now  being  at  the  court  in  London. 

Upon  the  22d  of  September,  the  efurl  of  Angus,  with  his 
lady,  weant  to  Damway,  and  visited  the  earl  of  Murray,  and 
his  lady;  they ateyed  that  night,  being  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday,  till  ten  of  the  dock;  they  had  great  welcome,  with 
good  chear,  where  Sir  Thomas  Randolph  drank  to  the  Black 
Douglas,  and  the  Black  Douglas  to  him,  with  great  love  and 
kindness.  Thereafter  the  earl  of  Angus,  with  his  lady,  took 
their  leave,  and  returned  to  the  Bog,  where  they  remained  till 
the  27th  of  September,  and  that  day  took  their  leave,  and  0011th 
ride  they  home. 

At  Michaelmasy  John  Forbes  of  Pitsligo,  sheriff  of  Aberdeen, 
by  commission,  was  continued  in  his  office  till  MichaelmM 
163d,  and  right  sua  Thomas  Eraser  of  Strichen,  dieriff  of  In- 
verness, was  continued  to  that  day. 

Ye  heard  of  the  earl  of  Sutherland  going  south.  He  married 
lady  — — .  Drummond,  daughter  to  the  earl  of  Perth ;  and  upon 
the  2d  of  October,  he  and  his  lady  came  by  the  Bog^  and  would 
not  go  to  see  him ;  crossed  the  water,  and  breakfasted  in  Wil- 
liam Stewart's,  ostler,  syne  rode  their  ways. 

Ye  heard  before  how  James  Grant  was  warded  in  the  castle 
of  Edinburgh,  many  looking  but  he  should  have  died ;  never- 
theless upon  Monday  the  15th  of  October  at  night,  he  came 
down  over  the  castle  wall,  upon  tows  brought  to  him  seeretiy 
by  his  wife,  and  clearly  wan  away  through  evil  attendance,  and 
to  the  great  grief  of  the  lords  of  council  who  did  not  lay  him 
faster;  thqr  posted  proclamations  throughout  all  the  kingdom, 
oflfering  large  sums  to  any  that  should  bring  him  back  again, 
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^pnAor^Mif  bat  dl  n  nin.  Jaim«  Gnnit%  wife  vat  iakm 
aliortly  tfaeMAer  at  the  nuurquis  of  Hnstljr'B  eomouuid,  bMi|^ 
drinking  in  his  own  gardenor's  'bouse  in  the  Bog;  ha  wntes  to 
the  conneil,  who  derived  to  send  her  in  to  the  Ushop-of  Aher* 
deen,  there  to.  abide  triid  before  him,  and  the  bishop  of  Breehitty 
as  the  council  had  appointed.  The  maFqiria  about  Marttamas 
sends  her  into  Aberdeen,  where  she  is  examined  upon  sundry 
circunkstanoes  toudiing  her  husband's  breaking*  of  wavd;  she 
oonfessed  notihing,  whereupon  she  was  set  at  Uberty  by  order 
of  the  cooneil,  and  she  pest  and  repast  thereafter  at  her  ple»* 
suve  'Widiottt  iotBrrupticm,  and  her  husband  shifted  fer  himself 
as  ye  riiall  hear,  till  that  he  began  to  fcyth  and  break  out  again 
to  trouble  the  luid. 

Upon  Wednesday  die  28th  of  N«rreniber,  in  the  afternoon, 
the  Lord  of  Strathbrane,  otherwise  ealled^e*  master  of  AbOTOorn5 
was  manied  with  lady  Jane  Gordon,  the  marquis'  youngest 
daughter,  within  the  kirk  of  Belly,  by  an  Irish  mimster  brought 
with  him  of  purpose ;  they  were  honourably  entertained  within 
the  Bog,  and  within  fisw  days  departed  home. 

In  this,  month  of  November,  the  earl  of  Murray  took  journey 
towards  Edinburgh,  and  from  that  to  the  king,  but  he  received 
seine  advertisements,  whereupon  he  went  to  the  chanoellor^s 
}o%iHg,  and  in  his  presence  laid  down  his  patent  under  the  great 
seal  of  his  lieutenantry,  and  rendered  the  samen.  It  was  said 
he  prepared  himself  to  go  to  the  king,  to  get  his  lieutenantry 
renewed,  bat^liie  lord  (Gordon  being  at  court,  crossed  his  de- 
sign, knowing  his  Uentenantry  to  1^  expired,  in  recompenoe  of 
the  sheriffships  taken  from  his  fatber,  as  ye  have  heard  before, 
whereat  the  earl  of  Murmy  had  his -own  misoontentment. 

Patrick,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  rittingin  his  own  chair  indie 
Old  Town,  was  upon  the  -— —  day  of  ■   1682,  suddenly 

stricken  in  an  apoplexy,  and  his  right  ride  clean  taken  away, 
and  was  ferced  to  leaorU  to  subscribe  with  his  left  hand ;  he  was 
carried  In  men's  arms  sometimes  to  provincial  assemblies,  and 
sometimes  to  sermons,  and  continued  so  while  the  d8th  of 
March,  anno  1685,  that  he  departed  this  life,  as  ye  shall  hear, 
and  was  buried  in  bishop  Gavin  Dumbar's  irie. 


ANNO  1688. 

Upon  Thursday  the  7th  of  February,  there  began  a  great 
storm  of  snow,  with  horrible  high  winds,  whilk  was  noted  to 
be  universal  tiiroi^h  all  Scotland.  This  hideous  winds  was 
marked  to  be  such,  as  the  Hke- had  never  been  seen  here  in  these 
parts,  for  it  woidd  overturn  countrjrmen's  houses  to  the  ground, 
and  some  p^vons  suddenly  smo'red  within,  without  relief.  It 
also  Arew  down  die  stately  crown  bigged  of  curious  eslar  work^ 
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off  the  steeple  of  the  King^s  College  of  Old  Aberdeen, .  wUlk 
was  thereafter  re-edified  and  built  up,  little  inferior  to. the  first.: 

This  outrageous  storm  stopped  the  ordinary  oourse  of  ebbing 
and  flowing  on  sundry  waters,  by  the  space  of  24  hours,  soeh 
as  the  waters  of  Leith,  Dundee,  Montrose,  and  other  parts, 
whilk  signified  great  troubles  to  be  in  Scotland,  as  after  ye  shall 
hear  over  truly  came  to  pass. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  lord  Grordon's  being  in  England.  Its 
true  his  father  the  marquis  was  also  at  court,  seeking  to  defend 
his  riieriffshipe,  whilk  he  could  not  get  done,  and  therefore  re* 
turned  home  again,  leaving  his  son  the  lord  Gordon  behind  him 
to.  uplift  the  prices  thereof.  Now  the  lord  Gordon  returns 
home  to  Scotland  about  the  month  of  February,  having  gotten 
the  place  to  be  captain  or  lieutenant  of  the  French  guard  of  Gens 
d'Armes.  In  this  month  of  February  or  thereby,  he  lists  a 
number  of  brave  gentlemen  to  serve  in  the  said  guards,  well 
armed  and  well  horsed,  and  he  has  them  landways  to  London^ 
and  from  thence  transported  them  by  sea  over  into  France*  He 
had  also  with  him  his  eldest  son  lord  George,  and  his  second  son 
James  Lord  of  Aboyn ;  he  made  a  brave  muster  in  presence  of 
the  king  of  France,  whereat  the  king  was  well  pleased,  and  re- 
ceived the  lord  Gordon,  his  bairns,  and  soldiers,  graciously. 
Shortly  after  his  lady  and  eldest  daughter,  lady  Ann,  came  first 
to  London,  and  frae  that  to  her  husband,  where  she  was  made 
welcome,  and  staid  till  they  came  home  together. 

Upon  Saturday  the  15th  of  June,  king  Charles  came  to  Edin- 
burgh from  London.  He  had  the  duke  of  Lennox,  the  marquis 
of  Hamilton,  the  earl  of  Morton,  and  divers  others  of  the  Scots, 
and  sundry  English  lords,  accompanied  with  about  500  Englishr 
men,  and  officers  of  the  household.  His  furniture,  plate,  and 
plenishing,  was  carried  about  with  him  in  princely  form.  At 
the  West  Port  his  majesty  had  an  eloquent  speech,  making  him 
welcome,  and  the  keys  of  the  town  offered  him  by  the  speaker 
as  he  entered  in ;  and  upon  the  south  side  of  the  same  port, 
Alexander  Clark,  then  provost  of  Edinbui^h,  with  the  baiUies, 
all  clad  in  red  robes,  well  furred,  and  about  threescore  of  the 
aldermen  and  counsellors,  clad  all  in  black  velvet  gowns,  .were 
sitting  all  upon  seats  of  deals,  for  the  purpose  bigged  of  three 
degrees,  frae  the  whilk  they  all  raise  in  great  humility  and  re- 
verence to  his  majesty ;  and  the  said  Alexander  Clark,  provost, 
in  the  name  of  the  rest,  and  town  of  Edinburgh,  made  some 
short  speech,  and  therewith  presented  to  his  majesty  a  bason  all 
of  gold,  estimated  at  five  thousand  merks,  wherein  was  shaken 
out  of  an  embroidered  pflrse  a  thousand  golden  double  angels,  as 
a  token  of  die  town  of  Edinburgh,  their  love  and  humble  service. 
The  king  looked  gladly  upon  the  speech  and  gift  both ;  but  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton,  master  of  his  majesty's  horse,  hard  beside, 
meddled  with  the  gift,  as  due  to  him  by. virtue. of  hb  office*. 
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Thereafter  ibe  profost  went  to  his  horse  in  good  order,  h*ving 
a  rich  saddle  with  a  black  velvet  foot  mantle,  with  paseinents  of 
gold,  and  the  rest  of   the  famiture   conform,    who  with  the 
baiilies  and  counseUors  on  their  foot,  attended  his  majesty*     As 
he  is  going  up  to  the  Upper  Bow,  there  came  a  brave  eompany 
of  town's  soldiers  all  clad  in  white  sattin  doublets,  black  velvet 
breeches,  and  silk  stockings,  with  hats,  feathers,  scarfs,  band% 
and  the  rest  correspondent.    These  gallants  had  dainty-  muskets, 
picks,  and  guilded  partisans,  and  such  like,  who  guarded  his 
majesty,    having  the  partisans  nearest  to  him,   frae  place  to 
place,  while  he  came  to  the  abbey;  at  his  entry  of  the  port  of 
the  Upper  Bow,  he  had  a  third  speech ;  at  the  west  end  of  the 
tolbooth,  he  saw  the  royal  pedigree  of  the  kings  of  Scotland, 
<rae  Fergus  the  first,   delicately  painted,   and  had  a  fourth 
speech ;  at  the  Mercate  Cross  he  had  a  fifth  speech,  where  his 
majesty's  health  was  drunken  by  Bacchus  on  the  cross,  and  the 
haill  stronps  thereof  running  over  with  wine  in  abundauice*    At 
the  throne,    Parnassus   hill  was  erected  curiously,   all  green, 
with  iMrks,   where  nine  pretty  boys,    representing  the   nine 
nymphs  or  muses,  was  nymph-like  clad,  where  he  had  the  sixth 
speech ;  after  the  which  the  speaker  delivered  to  his  majesty  a 
book ;   and  seventhly,   he   had  a  speech    at  the  Nether  Bow, 
which  haill  orations  his  majesty  with  great  pleasure  and  delight^ 
flitting  on  horseback,   as  his  company  did,  heard  pleasantly; 
syne  rode  down  the  Canongate  to  his  own  palace  of  Holy  Rood 
House,  where  he  staid  that  night.     The  provost  with  the  rest 
returned  home.    Upon  the  mom,  being  Sunday  the  16th  of  June, 
lie  heard  devotion  in  the  Chapel  Royal  of  his  own  chaplain  the 
-bishop  of  Dnrablain ;  went  to  dinner  served  upon  his  own  pro^ 
vision,  with  his  officers  of  household,  guarded  with  his  ordi- 
nary  English  guard,  dad  in  his  livery,  having  brown  velvet 
oaats  side  to  their  hough,  and  beneath  with  boards  of  block  vel- 
vet and  his  majesty's  arms  curiously  wrought  in  raised  and  im- 
bossed  work  of  silver  and  gold  upon  the  breast  and  back  oi 
ilk  coat;   this  was   the  ordinary  weed  of  his    majesty's  foot 
guards. 

Upon  the  mom,  Monday,  se-ren  hours  at  even,  his  majesty 
came  up  irae  the  Abbey  to  the  Castle  of  Ediubuiyh  ivy  coach, 
widi  whom  was  the  duke  of  LfCnnoz  and  mar^is  of  Hamilton, 
and  his  foot  guard  riding  round  about  the  coach ;  followed 
sixteen  other  coaches,  furnished  with  nobles  and  courtiers ;  the 
captain  of  the  casde  sahited  his  majesty,  coming  up  the  gate 
with  fifty-two  shot  of  great  ordnance  ;  thereafter  he  went  and 
sapped  in  the  castle,  most  magnificently  served  with  his  own 
officers,  and  with  his  own  provision,  vessels,  and  plate,  and 
there  staid  all  night. 

Upon  the  mora,  Tuesday,  about  ten  hours  in  the  morning, 
the  nobility  came  op  to  the  castle  in  their  furred  robes;  the 
king  had' his  robe  royal,iwho  in  order  rode  from  the  castle 
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down  to  tlie.  aUbey  of  Holy  Bood  Hoiite»  apd  firat  the  earl  of 
Angus  (who  was  nuide  marquis  of  Douglas  the  night  before) 
rode  immediately  before  the  king  iu  his  furied  robe,  carrying 
the  crown  betwixt  both  his  hands ;  the  duke  of  Lennox,  being 
on  the  king's  right  hand»  and  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  on  his 
le£t»  but  before  the  earl  of  Angus  rode  first,  the  earl  of  Buchan 
cacrying  the  sword,  and  the  earl  of  Rothes  the  scepter,  side  for 
side.  The  lords,  with  the  rest  of  the  nobility,  all  richly  elad  in 
scarlet  furred  robes,  rode  upon  their  horses,  furnished  with 
rich  saddles  and  foot  mantles,  ilk  ane  in  their  own  rooms,  with 
the  king,  down  throw  the  streets  to  the  abbey ;  lighted,  heard 
sermon  in  the  abbey  kirk,  taught  by  Mr.  David  Lindsay, 
bishop  of  Brechin^  a  prime  scholar ;  after  sermon,  the  long  re* 
ceives  the  communion,  and  some  other  ceremonies  was  used  as 
is  at  the  coronation  of  kings,  and  about  two  in  the  afternoon 
his  majesty  was  crowned  king  of  Scotland,  upon  the  18th  of 
June,  16S3.  The  Archbishop  of  St.  Andrew's,  the  bishops  of 
Murray,  Dunkeld,  Ross,  Dumblain,  and  Brechin  served  about 
the  coronation  (which  was  done  by  the  said  bish^  of  Brechin) 
with  white  rochets  and  white  sleeves,  and  loops  of  gold,  hav* 
ing  blue  silk  to  their  foot ;  the  bishi^  of  Murray  was  made  lord 
Elymosinar,  who  at  the  coronation  threw  out  of  his  hand 
amongst  the  thfvmg  of  the  people  within  the  kirk,  certain  coin^ 
ed  pieces  of  silver  striken  f<Nr  that  purpose,  in  token  of  joy* 
Now  it  is  marked  that  there  was  a  four-nooked  tassil  ia  manner 
of  an  altar,  standing  within  the  kirk,  having  standing  thereupon 
two  books,  at  least  resembling  clasped  books,  called  blind  boohs^ 
with  two  chandlers  and  two  wax  oandles,  whilk  were  on  light, 
and  a  bason  wherein  there  was  nothing ;  at  the  bade  of  the  idtar 
(covered  with  tapes^)  there  was  an  rich  tapestry  wherein 
tiie  crueifix  was  curiously  wrought,  and  as  thur  bishops  who 
were  in  service  past  by  this  crueifi^,  they  were  seen  to  bow 
their  knee,  and  beck,  which  with  their  habit  was  noted,  and 
bred  great  fear  of  inlHringing  of  popery,  for  whilk  they  were  all 
depoMd,  as  is  set  down  in  thir  papers.  The  archbishop  of  61as«> 
gow,  and  remanent  of  the  bishops  there  present,  changed  not 
their  habit,  being  not  in  the  service;  but  wore  their  black 
gowvs  wkhottt  rochets,  or  white  sleeves. 

All  solemnities  done  about  this  coronation,  the  king  goes 
from  the  church  into  his  own  palace,  where  he  stays  whale 
Thursday  the  20th  of  June,  that  the  haill  estates  came  down  to 
him,  who  came  firae  the  abbey  in  order,  and  was  the  first  day  of 
the  riding  of  the  parliament,  as  ye  shall  hear^  via,  in  the  first 
rank  rode  the  commiBsioners  of  boroughs,  ilk  ane  in  their  own 
places,  well  dad  in  cloaks,  having  on  their  horses  Uaek  vel* 
vet  foot-mantles ;  secondlv,  the  commissioners  for  barons  fol- 
lowed them ;  thirdly,  the  lords  of  the  spirituality  followed  them ; 
foartUys  the  bishops,  who  rode  altogether,  ezoq>t  the  bishop 
of  Aberdeen,  who  was  lying  sick  in  Aberdeen,  and  the  bishop 
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of  Matrnff  wko  as  Klj/rmotiiiar  rode  beside  die  bishop  ef  Loiw 
dcm,  somewhatneurcr  tiie  king;  fifthly,  fono\v<ed  tike  temporal 
lorda;  sixiUyy'foHotwed  the  Tisoounts ;  eeiJEenthly,  the  earls  fol- 
lowed them ;  oghthly,  Ae  earl  of  Bachan  follcrwed  them^  eany- 
ing  the  sword,  and  the  Earl  of  Rothes  canying  the  seepter, 
riding  side  for  side  with  other ;  ninthly,  the  marqois  of  Douglas 
iMuhryiiig  the  crown,  having  on  his  right  arm  the  duke  of  Len- 
nox, ami  on  bis  left  the  marquis  of  Hamilton ;  following  them^- 
then  oame  his  mqesty  immediately  after  the  marquis  of  IX>uglaS) 
riding  upon  a  ohesnat-ooloared  horee,  having  on  his  head  a  fair 
baaeh  of  feathers,  with  a  foot  mantle  of'porple  velvet,  as  hia 
robe  royal  was^  and  none  tod^  without  their  foot  mantles,  and 
the  ^nobles  all  in  red  scarlet  furred  robes,  ais  their  use  to  ride 
in  parliament  is,  but  his  majesty  made  choice  to  ride  in  king 
James  the  fourth's  robe  royal,  whilk  was  of  purple  velvet,  richly 
faired  and  laced  with  geld,  hanging  <>ver  the  horse  tail  a  great 
deid,  whilk  was  carried  up  ttoak  the  earth  by  five  grooms  of 
honour,  ilk  ane  after  another,  all  the  way  as  he  rode,  to  bia 
highness  lightii^ ;  he  had  also  upon  his  head  an  hat,  and  a  rod 
in  hie  hand.  The'  hemulds,  pursuivants,  macers,  and  trnm- 
pdtors,  followed  his  majesty  in  silence. 

In  this  order  hir  majesty  came  fhie  the  Abbey,  up  the  High 
Street,  and  at  th<  Nether  Bow  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  came 
and  saluted  the  kiilg^  and  still  attended  him  while  he  lighted. 
The  causeivwf  was  Tailed  fra#  the  Nether  Bow  to  the  Stinking 
Style  with  stakesof  timber  dung  in  the  end,  on  both  sides,  yet 
so  that  peepler  atandhig  without  the  samen,  might  see  well 
enoagh;  and  that  none  might  hinder  the  king's  passage,  there 
was  within  the  rails  a  atrong  guard  of  the  townsmen  with  picks, 
nartisana,  and  muskets,  to  hold  off  the  peoj^e,  and  withal  the 
king's  own' EngH^  foot  guard,' with  partisans  in  their  hands, 
was  still  about  his  person.  Now  his  majesty  with  the  rest  light-* 
ed  at  the  said  Stinking  Style,  where  the  earl  of  Errbl,  as  con- 
stable of  Sootland,  with  all  humility  received  him,  and  convoy* 
od  ham  thraagh  bis  guard  to  the  outer  door  of  the  High  ToU 
booth,  and  the  earl  of  Afarisehal  as  marisdhal  6t  Scotland, 
likewise  received  him,  and  convoyed  -him  to  bis  tribunal; 
through  his  guard  standing  within  the  door,  and  set  the  king 
down.  After  his  majesty  all  the  rest  in  order  followed ;  the 
maris^hal,  tlie  prelate^,  and  noUes  ranked  after  their  own  de^ 
gree,  then  the  eari  of  Brrol  sat  down  in  a  chair,  and  in  another, 
aide  for  side,  at  a  four-nooked  tasdl  s&i  about  the  fore  face  of 
the  parliament,  and  covered  with  green  cloth. 

The  parliament  about  eleven  hours  was  fenced,  thereafter 
Am  lords  of  the  artMea  waa  begun  to  choose,  consisting  of  eigl^t 
prelates,  eight  n<ribles,  eight  barons,  and  eight  burgesses;  how 
aoon  they  were  bhosoB,  the  parliament  rose.  About  two  in  the 
Afternoon  his  majesty  w«nt  to  bono,  rode  to  the  Abbey,  baring 
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the  earl  of  Brrol  as  eoDBtable  of  SeoUancI  on  Id*  riffht  hand^ 
and  the  earl  of  Mariachal  as  marischal  thereof  on  his  fefthand^ 
carrying  a  golden  rod  in  his  own  hand,  and  so  the  haill  estates 
in  good  order  rode  to  the  Abbey.  There  were  also  two  princes 
of  Germany,  who  came  only  to  congratalate  the  king's  corona- 
tion, as  was  said. 

Upon  the  moro,  being  Friday,  and  the  21st  of  June,  the  king 
about  eleven  hours  came  from  the  Abbey  by  coach,  having  the 
captain  of  his  guard  befcM^e  him,  and  his  foot  guard  running  still 
about  his  coach,  and  convoyed  by  many  nobles,  knights,  and 
others  by  coach  also ;  he  comes  np  the  street  where  the  town 
of  Edinburgh's  guard  was  yet  standing  in  arms ;  but  continued 
not  long  after  that  day.  The  king  comes  frae  coaeh,  and  widi 
the  \orSs  of  the  articles  enters  the  Laigh  Tolbooth,  where,  upon 
consultation,  they  remained  while  two  in  the  afternoon,  syne 
dissolved,  and  his  majesty  upon  foot  returned  to  the  Abbey, 
where  he  made  his  foot  guard  to  sweat,  being  an  able  footman 
as  was  within  the  town. 

Saturday  the  22d  of  June,  he  came  by  coach  in  like  manner 
frae  the  Abbey,  and  sat  with  the  lords  of  the  articles  while 
three  in  the  afternoon,  syne  returned  back  to  the  Abbey  by 
coach,  where  the  king  of  Poles'  ambassador  took  his  leave. 

Sunday  the  23d  of  June,  he  came  frae  the  Abbey  by  coaeh  td 
St.  Giles'  kirk,  and  heard  John  bishop  of  Murray  teaeh  in  his 
rochet,  which  is  a  white  linen  or  lawn  drawn  on  above  his  coat, 
above  the  whilk  his  black  gown  was  put  on,  and  his  arms 
through  the  gown  sleeves,  and  above  the  gown  sleeves  is  also 
white  linen  or  lawn  drawn  on,  shapen  like  a  sleeve.  This  is  the 
weed  of  archbishops  and  bishops,  and  wears  no  surplice,  but 
churchmen  of  inferior  d^ree,  in  time  of  service,  wears  the 
samen,  which  is  above  their  deaths,  a  side  linen  doth  over  body 
and  arms  like  to  a  sack. 

.  The  peoplq  of  Edinburgh  seeing  the  bishop  teach  in  his 
rochet,  which  was  never  seen  in  St.  Giles'  kirk  since  the  Re^ 
formation,  and  by  him  who  was  sometime  one  of  their  own  pn* 
ritan  ministers,  they  were  grieved  and  grudged  hereat,  thinking 
the  samen  smelled  of  popery,  whilk  helped  to  be  the  bishop's 
deposition,  as  after  does  appear. 

After  sermon,  the  town  of  Edinburgh  gave  the  king  the  ban* 
qnet,  whilk  in  a  dining  room  they  had  prepared  in  sumptnous 
and  costly  manner,  whereby  no  sermon  was  through  all  the 
town  churches;  after  dinner  he  went  to  coach,  well  convoyed 
back  to  the  Abbey. 

Upon  Monday  the  24th  of  June,  the  town  of  Edinburgh 
gave  another  sumptuous  banquet  to  sundry  nobles,  courtiers^  and 
court  officers,  with  music  and  much  merriment.  After  dinoeiv 
the  provost,  baillies,  and  counsellors,  ilk  one  of  them  in  otbera! 
hands»  with  bare  head%  came  dancing  down  the  street^  witli 
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uH  sort  6f  nnmck)  tranipetorB,  and  drams,  bat  the  nobles  left 
4jMun9  went  to  the  king)  and  told  him  their  good  entertainment, 
with  jojr  and  gladness,  whereat  the  king  was  well  pleased. 

Upon  Toesday  the  25th  of  Jone^  the  king  heard  devotion  in 
his  own  Chapel  Royal.  Doetor  William  Forbes,  minister  at 
Aberdeen^  teached  in  his  black  gown,  without  either  surplice 
0r  noohet.  His  text  was  at  the  ^th  verse  of  Ae  14th  chapter 
<if  John's  Grospel.  The  English  service  was  said  both  before 
and  after  sermon,  as  their  use  was,  the  chaplains  and  novices 
Jiaving  their  sorpliees  on,  the  bishop  of  Dumblain,  as  chaplain 
4>f  the  Chapel  Royal,  had  his  rochet  and  white  sleeves  on,  but 
Mome  of  our  Scots  bishops,  except  he^  had  the  like,  but  only 
black  gowns. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  26th  of  June,  the  king  came  by  coach, 
convoyed  in  form  aforesaid  frae  the  Abbey,  about  ten  hours, 
and  sat  with  the  lords  of  the  articles  while  near  four  in  the  af- 
4ernoon,  syne  returned  by  coach  back  to  the  Abbey. 

Thursday  the  27th  of  Jime,  the  king  by  coach,  convoyed  in 
jbrm  fweaaiidf  came  firae  the  Abbey  and  sat  with  the  lords  of 
the  articles  while  three  in  the  afternoon,  where  then  all  matters 
was  eonoluded,  and  he  returned  back  by  coach. 

Upon  Friday  the  28th  of  June»  the  parliament  was  ridden 
jigain  by  the  kuig,  and  his  three  estates,  in  manner 'formerly  set 
doxnkf  except  the  earl  of  Glencaim  bare  the  scepter  which  the 
earl. of  Rothes  bare  the  first  day,  and  siclike  the  earl  of  Suffolk 
rode  upon  the  king's  right  hand,  and  another  English  lord  on 
his  left  hand,  and  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  as  master  of  the 
king's  horsey  rode  directly  behind  him^  having  at  his  baek  a 
at^Cely  horse  with  his  caparisons^  led  in  a  man's  hand :  and  in 
Ibis  Older,  in  their  parliament  red  robes,  they  came  riding 
hma  the  Abbey  up  the  gate,  and  lighted,  syne  went  in  altoge^ 
tber  to  the  parliament  house,  and  there  ratified  the  haill  acts 
BMide  and  concluded  before  the  lords  of  the  articles,  after  the 
oame  was  first  voiced  and  voted  about  by  the  lords  of  the  par- 
Ikuneot,  and  thir  acts  ordained  to  be  imprinted,  and  so  the  par- 
liament rose  up  the  foresaid  day. 

Tbe  king  rested  upon  Saturday  the  29th  of  June,  and  heard 
devotion  within  the  Chapel  Royal  on  the  mom,  being  Sunday. 
- .  Monday  the  1st  of  July,  the  king  dined  in  the  Abbey,  syne 
past  to  sport  to  recreate  himself,  to  Linlithgow,  Dumfermling, 
and  FsuKhind,  and  came  back  to  Bruntisland,  shipped,  came 
#ver  tbe  water,  and  safely  lodged  in  the  Abbey  that  night ;  but 
as  be  is. on  the  water,  in  his  own  sight  perished  a  boat  follow-^ 
ang  after  hiBi»  having  within  her  about  85  persons,  English  and 
SM»ts,  his  own  domftrtic  servants,  and  two  only  escaped  with; 
tlkar  lives.  His  majesty's  silver  plate  and  housliold  stuff  pe«- 
ridied  with  the  rest;  a  pitifal  sight,  no  doubt,  to  the  king,  and 
the  haill  beholders,  whereof  the  like  was  never  seen,  a  boat  to 
perish  between  Bruntisland  and  Leith,  in  a  fair  summer's  day, 

D  2 


20  HKTORVOFTHE  IJUmd  l€8^ 

^ilhdbt  «tanli  6f  Wealhev^  being  di0  lOlk  of  July;  bili  it  fer^ 
tokened  great  tl'oubles  to  fall  in  betwixt  the  kitog  and  his  anh*' 
jects,  as  after  does  appear. 

The  10th  of  July  b^iag  Wednesday,  the  king  staid  all  night 
in  the  Abbey,  and  Thursday  and  Ftiday.  The  daarfvis  «F 
•Huntly,  intending  to  keep  this  parliament,  caine  to  KandyiAy]e, 
where  he  fell  siek ;  hot  he  sent  his  lady  alri  ladjr  Aboyne  to 
complaih  to  his  mi^esty  \a(nent  the  fire  of  Frepdraught,  who 
took  their  own  time  aS  comuodioosly  as  they  eould,  femd 
accompanied  with  some  otiber  ladies  a  moamkig-weied,  pitiv 
fully  told  the  king  of  the  nwrdev  done  by  the  fiffe  of  Flreti*- 
draught,  hnmbly  craving  at  his  hands  justice.  The  king, 
with  great  patience,  heard  this  complaint,  whilk  he  bewaikNi, 
comforted  the  ladies  the  best  he  could,  and  promised  jostiee; 
they  could  get  no  more  at  preseht,  but  humbly  took  ihmr 
leave  of  the  king,  andretamed  to.  their  lodgings. 

The  king,  apon  Saturday  the  IStk  of  July,  mining  for  Loh^ 
don,  rides  to  Seatouii  from  the ,  Abbey.  He  waiB  honourably 
convoyed  by  nobles  and  town  of  Edinburgh.  He  staid  that 
night  at  Seatoun,  well  entertained.  Upon  the  oKHnn  he  heard 
their  devotion,  and  held  his  council  in  the  aftemoim,  as  the 
English  custom  was;  and  upon  Monday  the  16th  of  July,  his 
majesty  rode  from  Seatoun,  and  so  farth  irom  plae6  to  place 
while  he  came  to  London  safe,  haSI,  and  soand;  praised  be 
<jrod !  It  is  said,  his  majesty  commended  our  Scokish  behavior 
«nd  entertainment,  albeit  some  lords  grudged  with  him,  as  ye 
ahall  hear,  which  bred  much  sorrow. 

Bis  majesty  gone,  to  London,  the  lady  marchioness  ^and  lady 
Aboyne.  stay  behind  bim  in  Edinbuiigh,  using  all  the  means  they 
-could,  for  trial  of  the  fire  of  Firendniuji^.  At  last  she  causes 
put  John  Meldram  and  John  Toash,  who,  ye  heard  befove, 
were  warded  in  the.  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  to  trifd.  And  firtt 
.the  Lords,  upon  the  2A  and  Sd  days  of  August,  began  to  accuse 
the  said  John  Meldlrum  what  he  knew  anent  the  said  fire ;  and 
therewith  examined  bim  upon  certain  speeches,  whilk  be,  as 
was  alleged,  had  spoken  concerning  that  purpose.  He  utterly 
denied'all ;  .and  what  he  said  was  written.  Thereafter  the  lords 
begins  another  day  to  re^inmine  him,  could  find  no  light;  yet 
found  him  varying  &ae  his  first  declaration  in  scftne  cfaroum- 
stances,  and  therefore  the  l<Hrds  shortly  r^fors  him  'to  the  triid 
of  an  assiae,  where  he  was  convicted  and  dondettined  to  be 
hanged  to  the  death  at  the  orais  of  Edinburgh ;  his  head  tb 
be  stricken  frae  hia  shoulders,  and  his  body  demafmed'  and 
quartered,  and  set  up  on  exemplary  places  of  the  town ;  in  ei» 
ample  of  others  to  do  the  like.  He  was  executed  upon  the  -— ^ 
day  of  August,  and  died  without  any  certain  and  real  confas- 
^on,  as  was  said,  anent  this  doleful  nre. 

All  this  time  John  Toasch  was  keeped  in  strait  ward,  yet  ii 
put  to  no  trial,  upon  whait  reason  I  cannot  tell;  whereupc^  the 
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kdiev  kfft  Bdkibiivgh  after  Jolm  MeUriim^  *«M(nil!oif,'  iKid 
^aiiie  to  Kandychyle^  wUr»  Cbe  nMr^ms  wu  AMeadBng  their 
eoBlng^  leaiAng^  Tou^  to  Ue  tfwl,  to  ye  hate  hereaAier.  Tho 
Anrqim  with  *U8  kdita  eaitie  frse  Kaiidydkyle'to  Stmtbhqcie 
Q^oh  Ae  5di  oF  September,  and  from  that  to' the  Beg  upon  Ae 
17A  of  September. 

Alennider  Gotdon  of  Dunkyirtie^  'and  Greofgo  Gwdon  hk 
eMeotam,  with  eome  aervaDte^  bMng  at  Ae  hmita  in-Glenelg 
at  the  head  of  StifallMiYen,   wbre   upon  the  IMi  of  Angnat 
omeHy  hnird^red  b^  eerlain  highlaad*  KniflaarB)  liheas  tiie  laird 
and  faiB  aon  in  their 'defence  slew  three  bf  thir  fewne,  but  craftt« 
fy  they  presently  yerded  two  of  them  in  a'  hole,  tod  the?  third 
they  left  lying  abore-  the  ground,  fcyoe  went  their  ways,  ef 
whom  trial!  yet  could'  never  b^  gotten,  far  dl  die 'marquis  of 
Hilntiy  conld  do,  they  being  bis  own  brother's-  son  and  brother's 
oy,  whom  thir  Ummars  had'hilled-widioat  any  known  canea 
Dnnkyntie^  seeokid  son,  getting  acootnilt  of^lliiB  woefnl  murder, 
convenes  some  friends  suddenly,  and  takes^^  the  o6ips  of  his 
friliier  and  brother,  in  two'  cheits ;  the  head  tif  the  thhrd  limmar 
tiey^eut  off, "and  set  it  upon  a  ibrk-head,  whtlk  vrtm  carried  by 
an  horseman  all  the  way  to  Elgin  before  tiie  cor^,  and  upon 
the  Sdd  day  nf  August,  with  great  Isknentation,  they  were  both 
buried  within  the  marquis'  isle;  and  presently  thereafter  thu 
limmar^s  head  was  set  upon  Im  iron  ctob'on  'Ae  end  of*  the  tol- 
booth  of  Elgin,  in  example  of  others  to  do  tbe  'like.    The  mar^ 
quis  took  the  death  of  his  lawful  brother's  son  and  brother's  oy 
to  heart,  but  in  all  his  life,  do  his  best,  he  could  never  get  trial 
of  this  nlurder,  who  extended  his  moyan  to  the  foil  thereanent ; 
so  he  died  without  revenge.     Some  thought  this  strange,  that 
the  great  marquis'  of  Huntly  tfhould  see  his  blood  deitroyed 
<witbMt  tnai-or-T^psration. 

Ye  heard  before  how  James*  Grant  brake  out  of  die  castle  of 
ISdittburgh,  and  wan  safely  away,  upon  the  16th  of  October, 
IB9/2.  He  ky  lurking  quietly  in  secret  jilacCs  4ere  and  itete 
through  die  country,  to  that  his*  enemiei  thought  they  were 
ebrelyqmt'  of  him.  But,  contrary  to 'their  expectation  j  in  the 
beginning  of  Novenlber  this  year,  1688,- he  b^on  to  ky th  in 
Strathaven,  and  pertly  and  avowedly*  travelM  dirough  the 
country,  sometimes  on  Spey-side,  sometimes*  here,  sometimes 
these,  without  foar  or  drekd.  His  wife  being  greatwith  child, 
took  a  little  housA  in  the  town  of  Garron,  pertainhig  to  the  heirs 
of  her  husband's  Iste  slain- brother^i  son,  mindiiig  drere  toTemain 
wfa9e  she  was  ddiveired,  *and  to  whom  her  -husband  would 
usually  come  and  go  without  fear ;  but  being  spied  by  bis  eno» 
msee,  they  await  upon  himV  to'wit^  some  of  the  forbidden  name 
of  McGregor,  brov^t abtor  the  *  country  ^^by  yoimg « 'Bkilnadallaoh 
against  'the  said-James 'Ghisnt,  and  nras  about-  fourteen  limmars 
in  company,  with  >a  cvud  'Moody'  tyrant  'dleir^csptittn,' called 
BMriekGelrifr.'M^rqfor?  thaie'wwt  oh  iMUk  4h^  saw  him 
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and  his  l)a8tard  son,  and  one  man  only,  come  quietly  to  lad 
tidfe's  house,  and  seeing  him  so  few  in  company,  they  foUowod 
hastily,  being  under' olond  and  silence  of  night,  lapahootdie 
house,  and  tried  to  tirr  it.  James  Grant  hearing  the  noise,  and 
seeing  himself  so  beset,  that  he  was  not  aUe  to  keep  that  little 
house,  nor  win  away,  resolved  to  keep  the  door  with  the  other  two 
as  long  as  they  might,  and  shot  out  arrows  at  two  windows,  that 
few  did  venture  to  come  near  the  door,  except  their  captain  came 
fiercely  forward  to  pursue  the  door,  whilk  the  sfdd  James  Grant 
perceiving,  and  knowing  him  well,  presently  bends  an  hi^bntt, 
and  shoots  him  through  both  the  thighs,  and  to  the  ground  Alls 
he ;  his  men  leaves  the  pursuit,  and  loups  about  to  lift  him  up 
again;  but  as  they  are  at  this  work,  the  said  James  Grant,  with 
the  other  two,  .loups  frae  the  house  and  flees,  leaving  his  wife 
behind  him ;  but  he  is  sharply  pursued,  and  many  arrows  shot  at 
him,  yet  he  wan  away  safely  to  a  bog  near  by  with  his  two  men. 
This  Patrick  Ger  died  of  this  shot,  within  short  while,  a  notable 
thief,  robber  and  briganer,  oppressing  the  people  wherever  he 
came,  and  therefore  they  rejoiced  at  his  death  to  be  quit  of  sic  a 
limmar,  and  praised  the  said  James  Grant  for  cutting  him  off. 
See  more  of  him  hereafter. 

At  Michaelmas  1633,  Thomas  CSrombie  of  Kemnay  was  by 
commission  made  sheriff  principal  of  Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  Alex» 
-M^Kenzie  of  Kilcowie  made  sheriff  of  Inverness  in  like  mamiery 
to  endure  for  a  year. 


ANNO  16S4. 

In  the  month  of  January  1634,  tbir  lawless  limmars  of  the 
forbidden  name  of  McGregor  came  to  the  laird  of  Frendraught's 
bounds,  and  took  or  stole  away  200  wedden,  as  was  reported. 

About  this  time  Dr.  William  Forbes,  one  of  the  ministers  of 
Aberdeen,  was  translated  therefrae  to  the  town  of  Edinburgh, 
where  in  February  thereafter  he  was  with  great  solemnity  con* 
aecrated  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  and  shortly  thereafter  transput- 
ed  his  wife  and  children,  goods  and  gear,  frae  Aberdeen  to  the 
said  burgh :  this  man  was  the  first  that  ever  was  made  bishop  of 
Edinburgh,  and  continued  but  a  short  while ;  for  upon  the  ISth 
day  of  April,  in  the  said  year  1634,  he  departed  this  life,  after 
taking  of  some  physic,  sitting  in  his  own  chair,  suddenly ;  a 
matchless  man  of  learning,  languages,  utterance,  and  deliveryi 
a  peerless  preacher,  of  a  grave  and  godly  conversation,  beii^ 
about  the  aged  of  44  years. 

Ye  heard  before  of  John  Toasch :  this  fellow  was  one  of  FreiH 
draught's  domestic  servants,  and  one  who  was  in  the  house  the 
time  of  the  fire,  and  very  suspicious  to  be  upon  the  knowledge 
thereof;  therefore  the  marquis  resolves  to  put  him  to  a  trial,  and 
to  that  effect  he  with  his  lady  takes  journey  towards  Edhibiirgh ; 
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bat -by  the  way  he  fell  mek  in  Kandychyle :  the  lady  flureUoneei 
leaves  him  there»  and  rides  forward  to  the  said  burgh ;  she 
eauses  sharply  aecase  him.  ufioii  sundry  suspicious  points ;  he 
denies  all ;  be  is  put  to  the  torture,  and  called  in  the  boots,  but 
confesses  nothing ;  thereafter  she  desires  him  to  be  put  to  the 
trial  of  an  assize,  whilk  was  refused,  saying,  none  suffering  tor« 
Uire  and  confessing  nothing,  by  the  laws  thereafter  should  be 
put  to  the  trial  of  an  assize,  and  this  was  vehemently  pleaded 
by  the  said  John  Toasch  his  own  lawyers,  whilk  Frendraught 
had  for  that  effect  secretly  employed,  as  was  alleged*  And  in 
end  he  was  ordained  to  sit  at  Uie  Cross  of  Edinboj^h,  with  the 
mitre  on  his  head,  by  the  space  of  two  hours,  for  some  speeches 
he  had  spoken  against  the  marquis.  So  in  June  he  was  put  to 
liberty;  bat  how  this  guise  went,  ye  shall  hear  afterwards*. 
The  lady  rides  back  to  Kandychyle,  where  the  marquis  was,  and 
both  returned  home. 

After  the  killing  of  Patrick  Ger,  as  before  ye  have  heard, 
there  brake  out  a  number  of  highland  lowns,  and  harried  the 
Braes  of  Murray ;  the  victual  dear  at  16  merks  the  boll ;  yet 
one  of  thir  lawns  called  Donald  M^Kenzie,  was  taken  by  Mr* 
Gavin  Douglas,  sometime  provost  of  Elgin,  presented  to  the 
sheriff  of  Murray,  assized,  convicted,  and  hanged  to  the  death 
upon  the  28th  of  August,  whilk  afrighted  the  rest  of  the  lim-^ 
mars  fiae  their  robbery  and  oppression. 

In  September,  there  came  a  company  of  highlanders,  and  lift* 
ed  out  of  Frendraught's  ground,  a  number  of  goods,  but  Fren- 
draught himself,  with  some  horsemen,  followed  duirply,  and 
brought  back  his  haill  goods  again,  without  straik  of  sword ;  it 
was  vehemently  suspected  that  the  Gordons  were  the  outhonn- 
ders  of  these  kighlandmen,  of  very  maUce  against  Frendraught 
for  the  fire  aforesaid. 

At  this  Michaelmas,  Thomas  Crombie  of  Kemnay,  continued 
sheriff  principal  of  Aberdeen  for  an  year,  and  Mr.  Alexander 
M^Kenzie,  sheriff  principal  of  Inverness  for  that  time. 

In  October  there  came  down  certain  highlanders  again  to  the 
hounds  of  Bainsbole  and  Auchintender,  pertaining  to  Fren- 
draught, and  took  away  threescore  nolt,  and  eleven  score  sheep 
or  thereby,  without  rescue  or  recovery  back  again.  Shortly 
thereafter  there  came  into  the  country  about  600  highlanders, 
of  the  Clangregor,  Clanoameron,  and  others,  all  footmen,  and 
openly  declared  they  bad  taken  part  with  Adam  Gordon  of 
Park,  John  Gordon  of  Invermarkie,  aud  others,  the  friends  df 
the  late  burnt  laird  of  Rothemay,  and  would  see  the  same  ren 
venged.  Frendraught  hearing  this,  suddenly  raises  two  hun- 
dred foot,  and  an  hundred  and  forty  horse,  and  sought  thir 
people  out,  who  looking  for  no  sic  onset,  lay  scattered  and  dis* 
persed  through  the  country,  and  finding  they  were  not  able  *  to 
gather  siiddenly  together  to  meet  them,  ilk  man  fled  and  sfaifited 
for  himiEtelf  without  more  ado.    Frendraught  semng  thir  daily 
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IwrtoihrtMaaft'  Uaoreft  hid  ladj  m  XinordBe^  and  u^on  tlie  eigkth 
ol  Noyemftet  .rides,  south,  two  and  himself,  to  Edinbovgh; 
Thereafter  brake  oat  openly  a  nmnber.  of  the  name  of  Gordon  mth 
their  ^Anends  and  .followers,  sooh  as  Alexander  Gordon,  eldest 
lawful  son  to  John  (Gordon  of  layermarkie ;  Captain  Adam  Ooiv 
don,  second  lawful  sop  to  Sir  Adam  Giordon  of  Park ;  John  Gor* 
den,  of  Auchenreath ;  William  Gordon,  brother  to  John  Gordon 
in  Auchenhandach ;  William  Grordon,  eldest  lawful  son  to  Robert 
Ghtfdon  of  Colaiokie ;  James  Gordon,  son  to  Peter  Gordon  in 
Sutheriand;  Nathaniel  and  George  Gordon,  sons  to  John  Gor* 
don  of  ArdioggiB ;  John  Gordon,  son  to  John  Gordon  of  Little 
Milne ;;  James  Gordon,  son  to  ■»  «  Gordon  of  Baldomey ;  Alex* 
Lcithi  brother  to  the  goodman  of  Harthill;  Robert  Douglas, 
skinner  in  Elgin';  Duncan  Brebner  and  William  M^Gilliyoridi, 
servants  to. t)ie  laird  of  Park,  and  divers  other  friends  |ind  fol- 
lowers ;  these  gentlemen  taking  the  fire  of  Frendranght  heavily 
to  heart,  and  seeing  no  redress  thereof  by  law,  brake  ooV  ilk 
man  sware  to  another  to  live  and  die  with  other,  and  vowed  td 
revenge  themselves  upon  the  laird  of  Frendraught  by  way  of 
deed.  And  first  they  began  and  spoilzied  a  number  of  eattle 
frae  the  ground  of  Frendranght,  and  avowedly  had  them  to 
Bryack  fair,  and  sold  a  oow  for  a  dollar,  and  a  sheep  for  a  groat^ 
(whilk  was  very  cheap,)  to  hold  siller  amongst '  their  hands  | 
they  spoilzied  from  Mr.  Alexander  Innes,  minister  atRotbemay, 
hia  riding  horse,  and  took  some  money  frae  Mr.  Robert  Jame- 
son, minister'  at  Maman  Kirk,  violently  and  masterfully,  wikh 
sundry  <^ther  outrages  in  the  country.  Some  of  thir  gentlemen 
liappened  to  be  drinking  in  Tilliesoul ;  there  they  took  one 
Thomson,  directed  out  by  Frendmught's  friends  as  a  spy  te 
hear  their  discourse;  they  speared  at  him  wherefore  he  came 
there ;  he  declares  he  was  hired  to  go  out  and  wait  upon  them, 
and  learn  their  discourse  and  doings,  and  report  the  same  back 
again  itaFrendraught's  friends  who  had  sent  him  <mt;  upon  this 
confession,  without  further  justice,  they  gar  hang  the  poor  man 
most  cruelly  upon  the  gallows  near  Strathboggie. 

The  go-summer  was  matchless  &Sr  in  Murray,  without  windsj 
wet,  or  any  storm ;  the  corns  was  well  winn,  the  garden  herba 
revived,  July  flowers  and  roses  springing  at  Martinmas,  whilk 
myself  pulled ;  the  kail  shot  and  came  to  seed,  and  the  March 
violets  were  springing  and  spreading  as  in  April. 

Upon  the  •— ^*  day  of Alexander  Leslie  suddenly  killed 

Adam  Gordon,  son  to  John  Gbrdon  of  Curridon,  whilk  was 
never  ponished  for  all  his  great  friendship. 

Upon  the-  15th  of  November  thir  Gordons  raised  out  of  the 
ground  of  Frendranght,  about  13  score  of  nolt  idad  eight  score 
of  sheep,  drove  them  to  Strathlx^gie,  and  finding  the  tnarqui^ 
not  to  be  dwellii^  there,  they  masterfully  dang  up  the  outet 
eourt  gates,  and  drove  in  the  goods  widiin  the  close,  brake  ^p 
the  stable  dpors,  and  took  away  two  of  tiie  marquis*  best  hors^ 
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«iid  thereafter  they  took  out  of  the  stable  of  the  Bog  Avte  other 
•of  his  saddle  horses.  Upon  the  23d  of  November  they  burnt  up 
the  eom  yard  of  the  Mfuiis  of  Frendranght,  wherein  there  was 
standing  fourscore  stacks. 

Frendraught  was  forced  to  suffer  these  outrages  patiently,  aad 
Udes  in  Edinburgh,  supplicating  the  council  daily  for  redress, 
who  directed  out  an  herauld  called  John  Malcolm,  with  a  trmtt- 
peter  called  Alexander  Ferg^uson,  to  summon  thir  misdoers  at 
the  mercat  crosses  of  Aberdeen,  Banff,  Elgin,   and  Forres,  to 
compear  before  the  secret  council  the  16th  of  December,  and 
also   upon  the   18th  January  thereafter,    1635,  respectively  to 
answer  to  thir  complaints,  and  siclike  to  charge  the  nuirquis, 
twelve  barons,    twelve  gentlemen,   and  twelve  ministers,  per- 
sonally or  at  their  dwelling  houses,  to  compear  before  the  lords 
the  same  days,  to  give  them  information  of  thir  disorders,  under 
great  pains.     The  herauld  in  his  coat  of  arms  with  sound  ot 
trumpet  used  thir  charges,  conform,  at  tlie  Cross  of  Aberdeffli 
«nd   Banff,   and   coming  frae  Banff  to  Elgin,   he   meets  with 
Captain  Gordon  and  the  rest,  to  whom  he  tells  his  comroissioa^ 
and  makes  intimation  of  his  charge  to  the  said  Captain  Gordon 
and  the  rest  present,  charging  them  to  compear  the  respective 
days  aforesaid,  who,  at  the  giving  thereof,  was  feared  for  his 
life.     The   captain  discreetly  answered,    that  blood  was  taken 
(for  the  most  part  was  come  of  the  house  of  Rotbemay)  by  fire 
most  cruelly  within  the  house  of  Frendraught;  justice  is  sought^ 
but  none  can  be  found,  whilk  made  them  desperately  seek  re* 
Venge  upon  the  laird  of  Frendraught,  his  men,  tenants,  and  ser^ 
vants,  at  their  own  hands,  but  as  to  the  rest  of  the  king^s  lieges, 
they  would  offer  no  injury  without  their  own  procurement.    The 
herauld,  glad  of  this  answer,  and  biyth  to  win  away  with  his  life^ 
took  his  leave,  and  the  trumpeter  sounded  who  was  with  him, 
to  whom  the  captain  ga^ve  five  dollars  of  wages.     The  herauld 
had  personally  summoned  the  marquis  before  at  the  Bog,  and 
was  well  entertained ;  thereafter  he  went  to  Elgin  and  Invert 
ness,  and  made  proclamation  of  his  letters,  syne  returns  home 
in  peace  after  he  had  done  all  his  affairs.     Ye  heard  before,  how 
thir  broken   men  had  driven  Frendraught's  goods  to  Strath- 
boggie:    upon  the  morrow  thereafter,  they  drove  them  to  the 
place  of  Rotbemay,  wherein  the  lady  with  her  daughters  were 
then  dwelling;   they  entered  the  house  masterfully,   took  the 
keys  of  the  gates  and  doors,  syne  put  the  lady  and  her  daughters 
to  the  gate,  to  a  kiln  barn,  where  they  remained ;  but  this  was 
done  with  consent,  as  was  thought.     Thus  having  manned  this 
strong  house,  they  took  it  up  royally,  and  caus^  to  kill  alto- 
gether threescore  marts  and  an  hundred  wedders;  some  they 
salted,  some  they  roasted,  akid  some  they  eat  fresh ;  they  boast- 
ed and  compelled  the  tenants  of  Frendraught  to  bring  in  meal, 
malt,  cocks,  customs,  and  poultry,  and  to  produce  their  last  ac- 
quittances and  pay  them  bygones,  syne  gave  their  acqnittaneek 
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^ipoii  gBcK  80  ihey  got,  saying  their  aoquittanees  wmre  as  good  as 
the  laird's.  The  poor  tenants,  for  fear  of  their  live%  obeyed 
their  haill  wills,  wanting  their  master  to  defend  them,  who  aH 
this  time  was  in  Edinborgh,  and  durst  not  come  home  for  fear 
of  his  life. 

About  this  time,  the  laird  of  Banff  convoyed  quietly  to  Edin- 
burgh out  of  Kinnardie  to  the  ]aird  of  Frendrau^ht  his  two  sons, 
and  left  his  lady  still  dwelling  behind  him  in  Kinnardie  with  her 
daughters.  Banff  was  then  Frendraught's  great  friend,  but  it 
oontinued  not  long,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  death  of  John  Urquhart  of  Craigstoun, 
and  how  his  eldest  son  John  Urquhart  of  Leathers  shortly  fol- 
lowed ;  his  son  again  departs  this  life  upon  the  last  of  November 
instant.     Thus  in  three  years  space  the  goodsire,  son,  and  oy, 
died.     It  is  said  this  young  man's  father  willed  him  to  be  good 
to  Mary  Innes  his  spouse,  and  to  pay  all  his  debts,  because  he 
was  young  and  had  a  good  estate,  whoreunto  his  goodsire  had 
provided  him ;  the  young  boy  mourning  past  his  promise  so  to 
do ;  then  he  desires  the  laird  of  Cromartie  being  present  to  be 
no  worse  tutor  to  his  son  than  his  father  had  been  to  him,  and 
to  help  to  see  his  debts  paid,  being  then .  above  forty  thousand 
pounds,  for  the  whilk  several  gentlemen  in  the  country  were 
heavily  engaged  as  cautioners.     The  laird  of  Innes  (whose  sister 
was  married  to  this  John  Urquhart  of  Leathers)  and  not  without 
her  consent,  as  was  thought,  gets  the  guiding  of  this  young  boy, 
and  without  advice  of  friends,  shortly  and  quietly  married  him 
upon  her  own  eldest  daughter  Elizabeth  Innes.     Now  Leathers' 
creditors  cry  out  for  payment  against  the  cautioners ;  the  caur 
tioners  crave  Craigstoun,  and  the  laird  of  Innes  his  father-in-law, 
(who  had  also  the  government  of  his  estate)  for  their  relief.    The 
young  man  was  well  pleased  to  pay  his  father's  debt,  according 
to  his  promise,  albeit  he  was  neither  heir  nor  executor  to  him. 
Yet  his  goodfather,  seeing  he  could  not  be  compelled  by  law  to 
pay  his  father's  debt,  would  in  noways  consent  thereto ;  there 
followed  great  outcrying  against  him;  friends  met  and  trysted; 
at  last  it  resolved  in  this,  the  creditors  compelled  the  cautioners 
to  pay  them  completely  to  the  hazard  of  the  sum  of  their  estates, 
and  they  got  some  relief,  others  little  or  none,  which  made  the 
distressed  gentlemen  to  pray  many  maledictions,  which  touched 
the  young  man's  conscience,  albeit  he  could  not  mend  it.     And 
so  throu^  melancholy,  as  was  thought,  he  contracts  a  consum* 
ing  sickness,  whereof  he  died,  leaving  a  son  behind  him  called 
J<mn,  in  the  keeping  of  his  mother,  and  left  the  laird  of  Innes 
and  her  to  be  his  tutors,  without  advice  of  his  own  kindred, 
which  is  remarkable,  considering  the  great  care  and  worldly 
conquest  of  his  goodsire  to  make  up  an  estate  to  fall  in  the  go* 
vemment  of  strangers.     This  youth  deceased  in  the  place  of 
Innes,  and  was  buried  beiude  his  father  in  his  goodsire's  isle  in 
Killed  wart 
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Ye  beard  befbre  Kow  James  Grant  escaped  from  tbe  M<Gre« 
gors;  firae  that  time  he  was  not  publicly  seen,  but  lired  ob» 
scurelj ;  yet  under  this  there  larked  some  poison,  which  was 
young  Balnadallach,  and  he  was  qjiiietly  under  trysting  unknown 
to  any,  and  upon  the  7tfa  of  December  in  thm  year  1634  (being 
Sunday)  Ekpet  Inaes,  spouse  to  the  said  James  Grant,  came 
^nder  night  to  the  gate  of  Pitchass,  knocked,  the  laird  sitting 
at  supper,  wan  in,  and  rounded  in  his  ear  some  few  words. 
Shortly  thereafter  he  rises,  takes  his  wife's  plaid  about  him,  with 
Us  sword  and  target  in  hitf  hand,  forbidding  any  to  follow  himi 
and  furth  at  the  gate  goes  he ;  but  his  wife  would  not  leave  him, 
so  he  and  she,  and  James  Grant's  wife,  all  three  go  to  Balna^ 
dallaoh's  own  miin  of  Htchass,  where  the  trjrst  was  set,  and 
James  Grant  was  with  twelve  men  lying  secret,  without  Balna^ 
dallach's  knowing  that  he  had  any  men.  Then  Grant's  wife 
cries  the  watch  word,  whereupon  he  comes  out  of  the  miln  him- 
self alone,  shook  hands  with  Balnadallach,  and  kissed  his  wife, 
and  presently  there  rushed  furth  out  of  the  miln  the  aforesaid 
twelve  mmi,  laid  hands  upon  him  and  his  wife  both,  and  treach- 
erously took  him  to  Culqholly,  three  miles  frae  Pitchass,  where 
tiiey  stayed  short  while,  syne  rose  up,  leaving  his  wife  behind 
him  there;  and  went  away,  but  his  wife  returned  to  Pitchass 
with  a  woe  heart,  as  all  the  house  had.  Always  they  travelled 
ill  the  night,  in  obscure  ways,  crossing  and  re«crossing  bums  and 
liraters,  that  Balnadallach  should  not  suspect  the  ways,  and  he 
is  chained  by  the  arm  ot  a  strong  limmar,  and  locked  fast  toge* 
Aer,  with  his  face  muffled  up  so  much  that  he  miffht  not  see* 
Thus  they  travelled ;  Balnadallach  allied  it  was  foul  play  under 
trysting  to  have  used  him  so.  James  Grant  answered,  he  had 
reason,  for  two  causes;  Ist,  He  promised  to  get  him  a  remis- 
sion before  Lammas  last,  whilk  was  not  done ;  Sdly,  He  had 
dealt  with  the  Clangregor  to  take  his  life ;  however  the  mattor 
was,  James  Grant  brought  him  to  Thomas  Grant's  bouse,  at 
Dhadies,  three  miles  frae  Elgin,  and  in  the  highgate  betwixt  it 
and  Spey  here  was  their  legging  taken  up^  and  tbe  shackles 
loosed  frae  Balnadallach,  wherewith  he  was  tormented,  but  had 
stin  a  strong  man  upon  ilk  gardie,  whether  sleeping  or  waking. 
And  this  night  he  was  laid  in  the  kiln-logie,  having  Leonara 
Leslie,  son-in-law  to  Bobert  Grant,  brother  to  the  said  James 
upon  the  ane  arm,  and  a  strong  limmar  called  M^Griman  on  the 
other* '  Thus  Balnadallach  sat  night  and  day,  and  lay  between 
tbir  limmars,  not  seeing  daylight,  nor  getting  out  to  obey 
nature ;  this  kiln  was  first  covered  with  divots,  and  syne  straw, 
nnder  which  lay  James  Grant,  and  the  rest  just  above  Balnsr 
dajlach ;  through  want  of  air  he  was  like  to  perish,  not  being 
used  to  sueh  lodging.  Upon  Yool-even,  James  Grant  goes  some 
gate  of  his  own,  leaving  BalnadaUach  in  the  kiln-logie  betwixt 
ihir  two  lurdanes,  and  his  brother  Robert  Grant,  With  two  other 
fimmari  to  lie  above  the  kiln-logie ;  the  rest  he  took  with  him- 
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self.  Balnadallaeh  knew  nothing  of  this  depottare ;  but  lying 
sore  tormented  and  oppressed  with  cold,  hanger,  and  want  of 
the  kindly  air,  want  of  fire,  candles,  and  bed  cloatfas,  in  the 
dead  of  winter,  whereby  he  is  at  the  point  of  despair*  Yet  the 
Lord  seeing  him  at  this  estate,  was  merciful  unto  him ;  for  ho 
perceiving  quietness,  speaks  in  Latin  to  Leonard  Leslie,  lament- 
ing his  misery,  craving  his  help  and  assistance  to  win  away,  and 
promised  him  rich  rewards  for  his  pains.  Now  albeit  this  Leo* 
nard  Leslie  was  son-in-law  to  Robert  Grant,  uncle  to  the 
killed  Carron,  whose  death  James  Grant  was  now  seeking  to 
revenge,  and  that  Balnadallach  was  specially  entrusted  to  his 
keeping ;  nevertheless,  hoping  for  a  reward,  he  tells  him  in  La»- 
tin  where  he  was,  whilk  Balnadallach  understood  to  be  within 
three  miles  of  Elgin,  three  miles  to  Spey-side,  and  three  nules 
to  the  place  of  Innes ;  then  shews  him,  that  the  morrow,  being 
Sunday,  and  the  28th  of  December,  he  should  seem  to  rax 
himself,  and  shake  loose  off  his  arm,  while  Leonard,  with  all 
his  strength,  was  to  get  his  other  arm  out  of  M'Griman's  grme, 
then  hastily  to  get  up  and  go  to  the  door  of  the  kiln-Togie, 
which  he  should  behold,  fialnadallach  followed  his  counsel, 
shook  himself  loose,  and  wan  the  kiln-logie  door.  Leonard 
first  followed,  and  of  set  purpose  fell  to  stay  M'Griman  from 
following  after.  Balnadallach  to  the  gate  with  all  the  speed  he 
could  run ;  Leonard  follows,  and  still  is  nearest  him ;  M^Ghi* 
man  gives  the  cry,  and  Robert  Grant  and  the  rest  gets  up  and 
follows.  Balnadallach  wins  by  speed  of  foot  to  the  town  of  Ur- 
quhart,  and  Leonard  with  him ;  the  rest  durst  not  follow,  and 
went  their  way,  sad  and  sorrowful  for  their  own  safety.  Thus 
after  twenty  days  imprisonment  in  such  an  open  part,  yet  meet 
obscure,  Balnadallach  miraculously  escapes  by  Grod's  permis-> 
sion,  and  after  dinner  in  Urquhart,  he  goes  with  his  coat  and 
trews  all  rent  and  worn,  with  Leonard  Leslie,  to  the  place  of 
Innes,  where  the  laird  made  him  very  welcome;  he  stayed  that 
night,  and  by  the  morn  at  ten  hours  came  to  Elgin,  where  he 
stayed  till  Sunday;  syne  departed,  where  I  shall  leave  him  till 
afterwards. 

.  Ye  heard  before  bow  the  marquis  was  charged  to  compear  be- 
fore the  council,  and  finding  himself  aged  and  weak,  and  unable 
to  travel  in  the  dead  of  the  year,  as  ve  have  also  heard  before, 
•ends  over  John  Gordon  of  Invermarkie ;  ■■  Gordon  of  Glen- 
garrack ;  Sir  Adam  Gordon  of  Park ;  James  Gordon  of  Letter- 
furie ;  James  Gordon,  baillie  of  Strathboggie ;  and  James  Gor- 
don, ostler  of  Turriesoul,  desiring  them  to  obey  the  cbaif[e, 
which  they  had  gotten,  and  withal  to  present  before  the  lords  a 
testimonial  procured  by  the  marquis  under  the  hands  of  threb 
ministers,  declaring  his  inability  to  travel,  whilk  was  repelled* 
because  that  it  was  not  upon  their  souls  and  consciences;  and 
in  the  nuean  time,  the  haill  gentlemen  themselves  were  warded 
within  the  tolbooih  of  Edinburgh^  and  charges  direct  to  Hkh 
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1  Cromlney  steriff  principal  of  Aberdeen,  to  ridee  the  oonntrft 
ind  take  the  rest  of  tibir  broken  men  who  had  not  compeared^ 
and  to  convoy  them  to  the  next  sheriff,  and  so  forth,  frae  shire 
to  shire  till  they  were  brought  before  the  lords.  The  sheriff 
oonveens  about  two  hundred  horse,  goes  to  Straihboggie,  and 
through  other  suspected  places,  upon  the  30th  of  December, 
bot  could  find  none  within  the  shire  of  Aberdeen,  but  under* 
•loed  they  were  within  the  house  of  Rothemay,  whilk  is 
within  the  shire  of  Banff,  which  the  sheriff  wrote  back  to  the 
coonei],  shewing  also  his  diligence ;  the  lords  hereupon  send  a 
commission  to  George  Baird,  sheriff  prindpal  of  Banff,  to  go  to 
the  place  of  Rothemay,  and  through  the  haill  shire,  and  take 
and  apprehend  thir  broken  men  in  manner  and  to  the  effect 
foresaid ;  which  charge  the  sheriff  obeys,  and  goes  with  about 
two  hundred  men  to  the  place  of  Rothemay,  finds  open  gates, 
entered  the  place,  searched  the  haill  rooms,  but  no  man  was 
there,  for  they  had  fled  about  two  houi%  before  the  sheriff's 
coming,  whereupon  he  disbanded  his  men,  and  ilk  ane  went  to 
]iis  own  bouse ;  but  the  sheriff  was  no  sooner  gone,  but  they 
came  all  back  to  Rothemay,  and  held  house  in  wonted  form* 

Thomas  Crombie  was  sheriff  of  Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  AlexEn«- 
der  M^Kenade  sheriff  of  Inverness,  for  this  year,  1034,  and  in 
December  the  said  year,  commissions  were  sent  down  to  the 
Laird  of  Drum  to  be  sheriff  of  Aberdeen,  and  Thomas  Fraser 
of  Strichen  to  be  sheriff  of  Inverness  for  the  year  1035*  At 
Michaelmas,  1634,  Patrick  Leslie  is  provost  of  Aberdeen,  and 
is  shortly  by  the  king's  warrant  discharged,  and  Sir  Paul 
Menzies  re-elected  in  lus  place,  to  Leslie's  great  grief,  whereof 
the  like  had  been  seldom  seen  in  Aberdeen,  whilk  was  thought 
his  own  fault  in  seeking  a  place  that  he  should  have  been 
sought  to;  yet  he  laboured  so  that  he  was  thereafter  made 
provost. 

*  About  this  time,  a  pot  of  the  water  of  Brechin  called  South- 
esk,  hecluae  suddenly  dry,  and  for  a  short  space  continued  so^ 
but  bolts  up  again,  and  turns  to  its  own  course;  which 
thought  to  be  an  ominous  token  for  Scotland,  as  it  so  fell  out* 


ANNO  1635. 

About  or  in  the  month  of  January,  there  was  seen  in  Scot* 
land,  a  great  blazing  star,  representing  the  shape  of  a  crab  or 
cancer,  baring  long  spraings  spreading  from  it.  It  was  seen  in 
Elgin  and  in  the  country  of  Murray,  and  thought  by  some  that 
tUs  star,  and  the  drying  up  of  the  pot  of  Brechin,  as  is  before* 
noted,  were  prodigious  signs  of  great  troubles  in  Scotland, 
which  over-trulv  came  to  pass. 

In  this  month  of  January,  Mr.  John  Spotswood,  archbiBhop 
of  Saint  Andrew's,  was  made  high  Chanc^or  of  Scotland,  his 
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son  being  president  of  the  college  of  ja8tice»  by  the  deeease  ci 
Sir  Jamen  Skeen  a  little  before.  This  was  thou^t  strange,  and 
marked  by  many,  to  see  a  bishop  made  a  Chancellor,  and  his 
son  president,  both  at  one  time,  whilk  bred  great  trouble,  as 
after  does  appear. 

Ye  have  before  the  marquis  sending  over  his  testimonial^ 
whilk  was  rejected,  and  for  his  not  compearance,  both  he  and 
Ae  rest  who  did  not  compear  were  pat  to  the  horn,  and  such  as 
compeared  were  warded.  The  marqais  takes  this  io  heart,  and, 
in  a  great  storm,  upon  the  9th  of  January,  by  chariot,  he  comes 
firae  StrathlM^^e  to  the  Bog,  having  in  his  company  his  noble 
lady,  and  two  of  Lord  Gordon's  children  (whilk  were  left  by 
their  mother  when  she  went  to  France,  to  be  brought  up  1^ 
their  good  dame,)  with  sundry  friends,  where  he  staid  that 
night,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  all  day.  Monday,  he  travels  to 
die  Newtoun  of  Culsalmond,  whilk  was  but  eight  miles,  where 
he  staid  that  night;  Tuesday,  he  comes  to  Kin  tore,  other  eight 
miles,  where  he.  staid  while  Friday,  and  that  day  he  came 
to  Cowie,  twelve  miles;  Saturday,  he  came  to  Fettercairn, 
fourteen  miles,  where  he  was  stormstaid  Sunday,  Monday, 
and  Tuesday;  Wednesday,  he  went  to  Brechin,  six  miles; 
Thursday,  he  went  to  his  own  place  of  Melgyne,  two  miles  frae 
Brechin,  where  he  is  stormstaid  while  the  10th  of  February, 
fiat  this  gave  no  content  to  the  lords  of  council,  and  therefore 
they  directed  an  herauld  to  charge  the  marquis  at  his  own  dwel- 
fing  {dace  of  the  Bog,  and  mercat  cross  of  canff,  head  burgh  of 
the  shire,  to  enter  his  person  in  ward  within  the  castle  of  Dum- 
britton,  albeit  they  certainly  knew  he  was- upon  his  journey, 
scarce  able  to  travel,  and  stormstaid  also,  yet  such  was  the 
moyan  that  Frendraught  had  at  this  time,  that  he  brought  the 
marquis  of  Huntly  to  this  extremity,  do  his  best,  whilk  was  ad- 
mired of  by  many  in  this  land.  The  same  herauld  charged  the 
lady  Rothemay  to  render  die  haill  keys  of  the  place,  whilk  she 
bnmbly  obeyed,  for  then  no  Gordons  were  within,  and  the  he« 
rauld  took  the  keys  with  him,  after  he  had  locked  up  the  gates 
and  doors,  to  deliver  to  the  council,  but  he  returned  no  sooner 
south,  but  as  soon  the  Gordons  came  back  again  to  Rothemay, 
strake  up  the  gates  and  doors,  and  dwelt  therein  nobly.  But  in 
the  mean  time,  letters  of  intercomuning  were  proclaimed  against 
them,  whereby,  as  they  were  lawless,  so  made  friendless,  and 
might  not  bide  together,  therefore  they  parted  the  pelf  among 
them,  closed  up  the  gates  of  Rothemay,  and  ilk  man  to  do  for 
himself,  and  parted  company  upon  the  23d  of  January.  All 
this  time  the  marquis  is  stormstaid  in  Melgyne,  old  and  nnha^ 
bile  to  travel  in' so  great  a  storm,  which  began  in  January  and 
continued  to  the  6th  of  March  thereafter,  whereby  few  were 
able  to  travel,  and  many  ships  perished  on  our  coasts ;  notwith* 
standing  of  all  this,  Frendraught  dealt  so  by  bis  moyan,  that 
the  lor&  directed  the  foresmd  herauld  to  go  cfaargo  the  marquis 
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•f  Handy  (in  respect  of  his  dioobedienoe)  to  rendflt  therkeys  of 
his  boose  wherein  he  kept  his  residence,  upon  the  pain  of  trea- 
son ;  the  marquis  received  this  charge  while  he  was  stormstaid 
in  Melgyne,  who  willingly  obeyed,  and  sends  word  to  bis  bail* 
lie  to  deliver  to  the  said  herauld,  how  soon  he  came  there,  the 
keys  of  Strathboggie  and  the  Bog,  whilk  he  received  upon  the 
9th  of  February,  and  south  goes  he,  and  presents  them  before 
the  council.  The  marquis  thought  very  uncouth  of  this  sharp 
and  seyere  dealing,  and  therefore  without  fear  of  the  storm  or 
peril  of  his  life,  leaves  Melgyne  upon  the  10th  or  12th  of  fb* 
broary,  and  with  his  lady,  was  carried  in  a  coach  bom  upon  long 
trees  upon  men's  arms,  because  men  might  not  travel  in  respect 
of  the  great  storm  and  deepness  of  the  way,  and  thus  with  his 
company  comes  to  Dundee,  and  so  forth  to  Edinburgh,  upon  the 
.  day  of  February*     He  compears  before  the  council  and 

upon  his  compearance  he  is  released  from  the  bom ;  thereafter 
the  lords  demand  whether  he  was  art  or  part,  or  on  the  counsel, 
or  hoander«out  of  thir  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Gordon,  to  do 
such  open  oppressions  and  injaries  as  tliey  did  daily  ?   The  mar* 
quia  denied  that  he  was  privy  to  such  courses,  nor  was  it  agree* 
able  with  his  honour  to  revenge  his  just  cause  upon  killing  fA 
beasts  or  burning  of  corns.     Then  they  urged  him,  as  chiefs 
to  bring  in  thir  lawless  people  to  the  council.     He  answered,  he 
was  not  sheriff,  nor  had  he  authority ;  that  he  was  now  become 
old,  feeble,  and  weak,  to  bring  in  such  people,  descended  of  a 
stock  by  themselves,  who  were  seeking  revenge  of  their  bloody 
nor  would  be  consulted  nor  ruled  by  him  ;  but  if  his  son  were 
in  the  country  (who  is  now  in  France),  he  were  more  able  for 
such  business  than  he.      The  lords   heard  him,  but  said   he 
should  have  commission  to  apprehend  thir  broken  men,  or  put 
them  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  not  to  receipt  them  within  his 
bounds,  as  also  to  report  his  diligence  before  the  6th  of  June 
next  to  the  council.     He  was  ordained  also  to  set  caution  to 
Frendraught,  that  he,  his  men,  tenants,  and  servants,  should 
be  harmless  and  skaithless  in  their  bodies,  goods,  and  gear,  of 
him,  his  men^  tenants,  and  servants^  and  of  thir  broken  men^ 
is  as  far  as  he  could  stop  or  let,  otherwise  than  by  order  of  law 
and  justice,  under  the  pain  of  an  hundred  thousand  pounds ;  as 
also  to  pay  to  Frendraught  such  cost  and  skaith  as  he  should 
sustain  by  them  firae  the  6th  day  of  April  next  to  come,  and  in 
all  time  coming.     This  being  done,  the  marquis  got  back  his 
key%  whilk  he  took  with  the  burthen  foresaid,  and  could  not 
mend  himself.     Such  and  so  great  was  Frendraught*s  moyan 
against  him  at  this  time ;  and  siclike  Sir  Adam  Gordon  of  Park, 
James  Gordon  of  Letterforie,  and  the  rest  that  were  warded,  as 
ye  have  heard  before,  were  put  to  liberty  upon  condition  and 
caution  that  they  should  compear  before  the  council  upon  the 
17th  day  of  June  thereafter.     It  is  said  the  earl  of  Murray 
came  kindly  now  to  the  marquis,  and  did  him  all  the  fiivonr  he 
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eoaId»  who  hid  not  spoken  tog^her  a  certain  tame  before.  The 
marquis  writes  home  to  his  baillies,  that  none  of  his  bonnds 
should  receipt  any  of  thir  broken  men,  whilk  made  them  highly 
oflbnded ;  shot  pistols  at  Robert  Gordon,  baillie  of  the  Enzie* 
honse^  sjme  went  their  way. 

Upon  the  10th  of  March,  the  Qangregor  took  ane  Donald 
Cumming  in  Glenriness,  who  was  with  James  Grant  at  the 
slaughter  of  Patrick  Ger,  and  in  the  same  place  where  he  was 
shot,  cruelly  slew  him  with  durks.  They  also  upon  the  Idth  of 
March  slew  Findlay  M^Griman,  a  follower  of  Carroun's,  and 
who  was  the  instrument  of  his  death,  for  Carroun  maintained 
him  against  fialnadallach,  as  was  said,  and  he,  well  worthy  of 
death  as  a  great  limmar,  was  thus  cut  off.  Thir  lawless  M^Gre* 
gors,  under  colour  of  seeking  James  Grant,  opprest  the  country 
up  and  down,  soming  and  taking  their  meat,  deflowering  virgins 
and  men's  wives  wherever  they  went. 

The  laird  of  Frendraught  is  not  sitting  idle ;  he  purchases  frae 
the  council  a  commission  directed  to  George  Baird  of  Achmed- 
den,  sheriff  principal  of  Banff,  to  take  the  lady  Rothemay  and 
man  the  place,  who  did  so,  and  convoyed  her  to  the  sheriff  of 
Aberdeen,  who  convoyed  her  to  the  next  shire,  and  so  frae  shire 
to  shire,  while  she  was  brought  to  Edinburgh ;  the  sheriff  of 
Banff  set  in  the  place  twenty  men  to  keep  the  same,  who  were 
sustained  upon  the  lady's  charges.  She  is  brought  before  the 
eouBcil  and  accused  for  receipting  thir  broken  men ;  she  denied 
the  same,  saying,  they  took  m  her  house  per  force,  and  caused 
herself  and  her  bairns  to  dwell  in  the  kiln-barn.  Nevertheless, 
in  the  month  of  ■  she  is  warded,  and  in  July  thereafter  she 
is  removed  from  close  ward,  and  got  liberty  to  walk  up  and 
down  the  town,  upon  setting  caution  that  she  should  not  go 
without  the  ports  during  the  council's  will.  Thus  is  this  dole* 
fill  lady  used,  who  had  her  husband  slain  and  son  burnt. 

About  this  time,  the  lord  Balmerinoch  is  put  to  the  trial  of  an 
aasioe,  and  convicted  of  certain  capital  points.  The  judge  con- 
tinues his  doom  while  he  writes  to  the  lung,  who  most  gracious- 
ly remitted  him  his  life,  ordaining  him  to  be  confined  within 
MX  miles  of  his  dwelling  of  Balmerinoch  during  his  lifetime; 
therefore  he  got  full  li^rty,  to  the  king's  great  grief  for  this 
his  goodness. 

"nie  McGregors  oppress  the  lands  of  Balveny,  the  laird  sends 
for  a  commission,  and  in  April  he  sends  out  his  eldest  son  with 
a  company,  who.,  chased  them  and  put  them  all  to  flight,  whilk 
the  Chngregor  forgot  not,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

Ye  heard  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  staying  in  Edinburgh. 
Upon  the  16th  of  May,  he  and  his  lady  with  two  oyes  comes 
home  to  Strathboggie ;  upon  the  morn  he  holds  a  court,  and 
sends  forth  his  son  Adam,  and  James  Gordon  of  Letterfnrie  to 

Sseek  and  apprehend  thir  lawless  men  of  his  name  and  dieir 
lowers.     Whereupon  James  Gordon  called  the  soldier,  and 
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Johh  Oordon  son  to  Littleibiliiy  John  Gordon  of 'Dnimdelchyy 
and  James  Gordon  0on  to  Balarmy,  fled,  shipped  at  Cowsie  over 
to  Roes,  to  Cuthnessy  and  fra:^  that  forth  of  the  kingdom,  bo  ilk 
one  ci  the  rest  fled  and  left  the  ooantry.  This  being  done,  the 
marquis  with  his  lady  and  the  rest  came  upon  the  17th  of  June 
to  the  Bog.  The  laird  of  Frendraught  biding  still  in  Edinburgh 
firae  November  1634  to  this  time,  and  hearing  of  the  marquis' 
procedure,  and  that  he  had  set  caution,  returns  frae  Edinburgh 
to  his  own  house,  in  the  month  of  May,  thinking  to  live  more 
peaceably  than  before.  * 

James  Grordon  of  Letterfurie  went  to  Edinburgh  and  reported 
the  marquis'  diligence  anent  thir  broken  men,  and  had  over  the 
heads  of  some  lowns,  whilk  the  marquis  caused  execute  for  their 
odious  faults,  whereof  the  lords  thought  much  good,  and  the 
said  James  Gordon  for  himself  offered  his  person  to  enter  in 
ward,  comform  to  the  last  act ;  but  upon  finding  of  new  caution, 
he  gat  liberty  to  return  home  again :  yet  they  resolved  to  have 
the  marquis  himself  to  give  account  of  his  diligence  before  the 
council. 

In  the  month  of  June,  there  was  seen  in  the  river  of  Don  a 
monster  having  a  head  like  to  a  great  mastiff  dog,  and  hand, 
arms,  and  paps  like  a  man,  and  the  paps  seemed  to  be  white  ;  {t 
had  hair  on  the  head,  and  its  hinder  parts  was  seen  sometimes 
above  the  water,  whilk  seemed  clubbish,  short  legged  and  short 
footed,  with  a  tail.  This  monster  was  seen  b^y-Kke  swim- 
ming above  the  water  about  ten  hours  in  the  morning,  and  con* 
tinned  all  day  visible,  swimming  above  and  beneath  the  bridge, 
without  any  fear.  The  town's  people  of  both  Aberdeens  came 
out  in  great  multitudes  to  see  this  monster  ;  some  threw  stones, 
aome  shot  guns  and  pistols,  and  the  salmon  fishers  rowed  cobles 
with  nets  to  catch  it,  but  all  in  vain.  It  never  sinked  nor  fear« 
ed,  but  would  duck  under  water,  snorting  and  bullering,  ter- 
rible to  the  hearers.  It  remained  two  days,  and  was  seen  no 
more :  but  it  appears  this  monster  came  for  no  good  token  to 
noble  Aberdeen,  for  sore  was  the  samen  oppressed  with  great 
troobles  that  fell  in  the  land. 

Ye  heard  before  that  young  Balnadallach  miraculously  escape 
ed  out  of  the  kiln-l<^e ;  he  rests  not  till  he  got  a  commission, 

and  takes  Thomas  Grant,  goodman  at  the  kiln-logie, Grant 

his  son,  Patrick  Anderson  in  Elchies,  with  two  other  fellows, 
who  were  the  ordinary  receptors  of  James  Grant  foresaid,  and 
upon  the  3d  of  July  brought  them  to  Elgin,' presented  them 
to  the  sheriff  depnte,  who  received  and  warded  them  in  the  tol«' 
booth  thereof:  two  of  thir  limmars  wan  away  by  the  working 
out  an  hole  under  the  door  threshold,  and  the  other  three  were 
convoyed  to  the  sheriff  of  Banff,  and  so  frae  shire  to  shire  till 
they  were  brought  to  Edinburgh,  where  Tliomas  Grant  was 
banged  for  receipting  of  James  Grant,  and  not  revealing  to  Bat- 
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oadallach's  friends  where  he  was.  The  other  two  were  bjanish-^ 
ed  Scotland  for  ever. 

Upon  the  I5th  day  of  Jaly,  .  the  marquis  (having  gotten 
charges  to  shew  his  diligence)  takes  journey  frae  Strathboggift' 
to  Edinburgh  by  chariot,  declares  his  diligence  as  he  was  oblig- 
ed, by  virtue  of  the  last  act.  The  lords  are  well  pleased  there-* 
with,  he  is  ordained  to  set  new  caution  for  keeping  the  king^» 
peace  under  the  pain  aforesaid,  whilk  being  done,  he  returns 
frae  Edinburgh  to  his  own  place  of  Melgyne,  and  there  dispones 
the  same  to  ^—  Maul  of  Byth  ;  the  marquis  had  conquest  thir 
lands  himself  before,  and  now  by  reason  of  thir  troubles,  sells 
the  same  again.  Frae  Melgyne  he  comes  to  the  Bog,  upon  the 
25th  of  August,  well  thought  of  by  the  council  for  putting  the 
broken  men  out  of  the  country ;  he  agreed  also  with  Balnadal- 
lach  in  Edinburgh,  at  the  earl  of  Murray's  desire. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  ClauCT^or  were  chased  by  the 
young  laird  of  Balveny,  for  the  which  they  came  to  the  town 
and  lands  of  Avaigh  pertaining  to  him,  and  violently^  took  and 
carried  away  from  three  poor  tenants,  occupiers  thereof,  theiv 
haill  horse,  nolt,  sheep,  kine,  and  other  goods,  and  such  beasts 
as  would  not  drive  they  cruelly  killed,  and  left  them  behind 
lying  on  the  ground,  whilk  Balveny  could  never  get  repured. 

Ye  heard  before  how  captain  Gordon,  and  the  rest  of  the 
broken  men  were  put  out  of  the  country  by  the  marquis.  This 
captain  Adam  thought  heavy,  to  be  banished  his  own  coontry^ 
resolved  to  come  home,  reveal  the  truth,  and  do  for  himself; 
likeas  he  comes  to  Edinburgh  in  the  month  of  September,  and 
upon  his  revelations  he  gets  an  ample  remission  for  himself  for 
all  bygones,  and  with  great  diligence  passed  through  the  seals  ; 
likeas  in  October,  his  peace  was  proclaimed  at  the  mercat  cross 
of  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Banff,  and  Elgin  of  Murray,  and  was 
well  entertained  in  the  clerk  register's  own  house  in  Edinburgh. 
This  hasty  purchased  peace  was  admired  at  by  many,  thinking 
surely  he  had  revealed  such  as  he  knew  of  the  instigators  of  thir 
troubles,  as  it  was  true  indeed. 

Whereupon  followed,  that  the  marquis  of  Huntly  was  charge 
ed  upon  the  2d  day  of  November  by  an  herauld  to  compear  be- 
fore the  council  the  first  day  of«  December,  and  to  produce 
James  Gordon  of  Letterfurie,  James  Gordon,  baillie  of  Strath* 

boggie,  John  Gcwdon  of  Ardelash, Gonlon  of  Ciurnburrow ; 

John  Gordon  of  Invermarkie,  John  Grordon  alias  Swankie,  and 
John  Lichtoun,  his  domestic  servants,  and  diverse  others,  as 
alleged  hounders-out  of  the  broken  men  to  do  the  injuries  fozv 
merly  set  down ;  and  siclike  charges  are  given  to  the  haill  barons 
and  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Gordon  within  the  sheriffdoms  of 
Aberdeen,  Banfl^  and  Murray,  to  oompear  the  foresaid  day  be- 
fore the  council,  to  the  effect  that  they  with  the  marquis  should 
set  caution,  for  the  keeping  of  the  king's  peace:  this  Freo- 
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draogbt  wroagbt  ako,'  for  his  better  security,  and  as  was  said, 
the  lord  Gordon  being  in  France,  was  charged  in  threescore 
days  to  set  caution  in  like  manner ;  and  upon  the  back  of  this 
followed  other  charges  against  the  marquis,  that  he  should  com- 
pear the  day  foresaid  before  the  council,  and  answer  for  the  al- 
leged receipting,  si^plyiog,  and  intercommuning  with  the  bro- 
ken men  after  the  publication  of  the  letters  thereof.  These 
ebavifes  coming  so  iluck  upon  the  marquis,  still  by  movan  of 
Ibe  laird  of  Freadraught,  he  set  himself  to  obey,  and  m  the 
dead  of  the  year,  cold,  tempestuous,  and  stormy  weather,  he 
and  his  lady,  by  chariot,  went  to  Edinburgh^  compeared  before 
the  council,  with  James  Gordon  of  Letterfurie,  and  John  Gor« 
don,  called  Swankie,  his  page,  for  no  more  compeared  at  this 
day  of  all  the  rest.  The  marquis  was  there  confronted  face  to  &c6 
with  captain  Adam  Gordon,  anent  the  wrongs  done  to  Fren* 
draught*  Howsoever  the  matter  was,  the  marquis  came  discon- 
tented frae  the  council-house ;  the  chancellor  had  him  to  dinner^ 
and  after  they  had  dined,  the  chancellor  in  his  own  house,  com- 
BBMUnded  him  to  enter  Ids  person  in  ward  within  the  castle  of 
Edinbuigh,  together  with  the  said  James  Gordon  and  John  Gor- 
don, and  kept  in  close  prison,  not  seeing  day-light,  but  served 
with  candle-light.  The  lords  refused  to  let  the  lady  mar- 
ehi<iness  go  to  the  castle  with  her  husband,  nnless  she  would 
ward  also,  and  with  great  entreaty  had  the  favour  to  Yool  with 
Um,  but  to  stav  no  longer.  The  marquis'  page  got  liberty  to 
go  out  of  the  tolbooth  and  bide  beside  his  master  in  the  castlci 
bat  Letterfurie  staid  fourteen  days  in  close  ward,  to  his  great 
grief,  hot  at  last  he  was  removed  to  another  chamber,  where  he 
bad  day*-light  and  open  windows.  The  laird  of  Frendraught 
rode  from  Kinnardie,  and  keeped  the  council  day.  Donald 
Fairqnbarson  being  chaifged  with  .the  rest,  and  having  set  cau- 
tion under  the  pain  of  one  thousand  poiuid,  fled ;  but  his  bro» 
ther  who  was  cautioner  was  warded,  and  paid  his  fine  before  he 
wan  his  liberty. 

Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum,  and  Thomas  Fraser  of  Stri* 
eben  were  continued  sheriflb  of  Aberdeen  and  Inverness  for 
another  year. 

Patrick  Forbes  of  Corse,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  departed  this 
fife  ip  his  own  palace,  upon  the  28th  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
God  1638,  and  was  buried  in  bishop  Gavin  Dumbar's  isle. 

Ye  heard  before  how  Balnadallach  took  some  of  James  Grant's 
man :  he  purchased  also  a  commission  against  himself  and  Us 
fidlowerB,  who,  in  December,  slew  a  man  called  M^Bean,  ser* 
vitsir  to  the  said  Japies,  with  another  innocent  man  in  his  corn** 
paay^  which  the  said  James  beheld  pati^itly,  and  lay  quiet 
while  he  brake  out,  as  ye  shall  hear. 
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Ye  heard  before  how  sir  Paul  Menkes  was  chosen  provoet  of 
Aberdeen,  in  place  of  the  deposed  Patrick  Leslie;  it  was 
thought  the  lords  of  the  council  were  not  well  content.  How- 
ever, according  to  the  form  there  was  no  election  made  at 
Michaelmas,  but  there  was  a  leet  sent  to  the  council  by  the 
council  of  Aberdeen,  out  of  whilk  Mr.  Alexander  Jaffray  was 
chosen  provost  of  Aberdeen  for  a  year,  in  January  this  year« 
Many  thought  little  both  of  the  man  and  the  election,  not  hemg 
of  the  old  blood  of  the  town,  but  the  oy  of  a  baxter,  and  there* 
fore  was  set  down  in  the  provost's  desk  to  sermon,  with  a  bahen 
pye  before  him.  This  was  done  several  times,  but  be  miskennw 
ed  all,  and  never  quarrelled  the  samen. 

Upon  the  1 1th  of  February,  the  dollars  at  58s.  the  piece,  were 
cried  down  at  the  mercat  cross  of  Edinbui^h  to  56s. 

In  February,  there  was  brought  to  Edinburgh  eight  of  Gilde- 
toy's  followers,  who  were  notorious  limmars,  and  did  great  op- 
pressions in  the  lands  of  Corse,  Craigievar,  and  diverse  other 
parts  in  the  country,  under  pretext  of  seeking  of  James  Grant 
for  killing  of  Patrick  Ger.  The  limmars  were  taken  by  the 
Steqarts  of  Athol,  by  persuasion  and  advice  of  the  laird  of 
Craigievar  and  Corse,  whereof  there  were  seven  haoged  altoge* 
ther  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  their  heads  cut  off,  and 
set  up  in  exemplary  places ;  the  eighth  man  got  his  life,  because 
it  was  proven  he  was  drawn  to  this  service  against  his  will* 
Gilderoy  seeing  these  his  men  taken  and  hanged,  went  and 
burnt  up  some  of  the  Steuarts'  houses  in  Athol,  in  recompenofr 
of  this  injury. 

All  this  while,  James  Grant  lies  quiet  since  Balnadalladi'a 
escape  out  of  the  kiln*logie.  At  last,  upon  the  5th  of  AprU, 
he  sought  Thomas  Grant,  brother  to  Patrick  Grant  of  CaU 
quhoche,  friends  to  Balnadallach,  and  missing  the  said  Thomae 
at  his  dwelling-house,  he  killed  sixteen  head  of  his  nolt  under 
night :  thereafter  they  found  the  said  Thomas  Grant,  with  hie 
bastard  brother,  lying  in  their  naked  beds  in  a  friend's  house 
near  by,  whom  the  said  James  commanded  to  rise,  syne  took 
them  out  of  the  house,  and  cruelly  slew  them  both.  It  waa 
said  Thomas  Grant  had  gotten  money  from  the  earl  of  Murray^ 
to  seek  out  the  said  James,  and  take  his  life,  for  the  whilk  it  cost 
him  his  life,  as  said  is.  After  the  doing  of  this  wioked  deed, 
the  said  James  Grant  came  with  four  and  himself,  to  the  ground 
of  Strathboggie,  upon  the  10th  of  April,  and  by  chance  came  to 
tiie  hangman's  house,  and  craved  some  meat,  but  he  knew  notr 
what  house  it  was;  the  hangman  not  knowing  what  they  wer% 
was  feared,  and  suddenly  went  and  told  James  Gordon,  baillie 
of  Strathboggie,  that  some  broken  men  were  come  to  his  house, 
whereupon  he  raises  men  on  horse  and  foot,  well  armed,  and 
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siirttmiKb  tbd  houfte.  James  Grant  keeps  tbe  door,  sbooti 
Adam  Rhiiid  dead,  who  came  foremost  to  the  door*  The  bafllie 
seeing  him  fall,  bides  back  and  goes  to  eounsel,  whilk  the  said 
Jtmes  espying,  falls  to  and  tirrs  the  house,  and  himself  and 
his  men  stood  within  the  walls  thereof,  and  how  soon  the  hiullie 
fo^an  to  pnrsae  the  honse  again,  they  shot  at  them  with  hagi» 
bntts,  so  thick  that  none  durst  come  within  shot  of  hagbutt** 
li<iweTer,  the  baillie  rides  about  the  honse  and  his  company^ 
where  one  called  Anderson  was  shot  dead,  and  another  sore  hurt^ 
whilk  the  baittie  pereeiving,  resolved  he  could  not  keep  this 
little  house  long,  it  being  now  about  three  afternoon,  but  of  ne^ 
cessHy  come  soon  out,  and  therefore  would  bide  his  ontcoming, 
but  Ame  the  night  fell,  James  Grant,  with  his  brother,  wan  clear* 
away,  for  all  the  multitude  of  people  was  waiting  upon  him 
about  the  house ;  but  his  bastard  son,  and  other  two  with  him^ 
were  taken,  and  had  to  Edinburgh,  and  there  hanged. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  marquis  was  warded.  He  makeit 
moyan  to  be  removed  out  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  to  re.main 
in  bis  ladjr's  lodgings  in  the  Canongate,  and  to  pass  and  repass 
about  the  same,  within  two  miles,  during  the  king's  pleasure. 
Letterforie  was  likewise  set  at  liberty  upon  finding  of  caution 
to  compear  before  the  lords  upon  the  next  citation,  and  Swankie 
the  marquis*  page  came  out  with  himself  frae  the  castle,  whilk 
was  done  in  March. 

In  the  month  of  June  thereafter,  the  lord  Traquair  came  dowii 
frae  the  court,  high  treasurer  of  Scotland.  He  brought  also  a 
letter  frae  the  king  to  the  council,  commending  them  for  admi* 
nistration  of  justice :  he  willed  them  to  set  the  marquis,  his 
page,  and  Letterfurie,  at  liberty,  since  he  understood  them  to> 
be  innocent ;  albeit  Frendraught  had  gotten  wrong,  and  to  take 
csaution  of  Letterfurie  to  compear  upon  the  next  citations,  and 
that  the  council  would  see  all  controversies  submitted,  betwixt 
the  marquis  and  Freqdraught,  to  certain  friends,  and  in  case  of 
▼ariance  among  them,  the  king  to  elect  out  of  the  same  friends 
80  many  as  pleased  him  for  settling  of  al)  matters.  Tbe  connci],> 
at  the  king's  command,  set  them  at  liberty,  and  labours  to  get 
all  matters  submitted,  whilk  the  marquis  would  never  hear  of, 
but  disdained  the  same  simpliciter.  However,  Frendraught 
crossed  the  marquis  every  way  mightily,  and,  as  was  said,  ob-' 
tained  a  decreet  against  him  for  two  hundred  thousand  merks,- 
for  the  skaith  he  had  sustained  in  thir  troubles,  and  another 
decreet  for  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  spoilziation  of  the 
lands  of  Dnmblate  and  parish  thereof,  likeas  the  lords  decern- 
ed him  to  give  Frendraught  a  new  tack  of  the  said  teinds, 
wherewith  bis  son  the  lord  Gordon  was  charged,  as  afterwards^ 
does  appear. 

The  marquis  finding  himself  become  weaker  and  weaker,  de*' 

mred  to  be  at  home,  and  upon  the  of  June  was  carried 

Aom..his.  lodging  in  the  Canongate,  in  a  wand  bed  within  his 
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ehariot.^bii.  \ndj  still  i^ith  bim)  to  Dande^  lAid  fs  UOgtA  m 
Robert  Murray's  boose  in  Ibe  town.  Bat  now  bis  bom*  is 
eome;  foither  he  might  not  go;  his  sickness  increases  more  and 
teore ;  he  declares  his  mind  to  his  lady,  and  sacb  fnesda  as  he 
bad;  then  recommends  his  soal  to  God;  said  upon  the  ISihof 
June  departed  this  life  a  Roman  catholic,  being  aboat  the  agS 
of  threescore  and  fourteen  years,  to  the  great  grief  of  bis  friendi 
^nd  lady,  who  had  lived  with  him  many  years,  both  in  pro»- 
perity  and  adversity. 

This  marquis  was  of  a  great  spirit,  for  in  time  of  trouble  be 
was  of  invincible  courage,  and  boldly  bare  down  all  his  enemies ; 
be  was  never  inclined  to  war  himself,  but  by  the  pride  and  in* 
fluence  of  his  kin,  was  diverse  times  drawn  into  troubles,  whiik 
be  did  bear  through  valiantly.  He  loved  not  to  be  in  the  law 
contending  against  any  man,  but  loved  rest  and  quietness  with 
all  his  heart,  and  in  time  of  peace  he  lived  moderately  and  tern* 
perately  in  his  diet,  and  fully  set  to  building  and  planting  of  all 
curious  devices;  a  good  neighbour  in  his  marches-^disposed 
rather  to  give  than  take  a  foot  of  ground  wrongously ;  he  was 
beard  to  say  he  never  drew  sword  in  his  own  quarrel ;  in  his 
youth,  a  prodigal  spender;  in  his  old  age,  more  wise  and  worldly^ 
yet  never  counted  for  cost  in  matters  of  credit  and  honour ;  a 
great  housebdder ;  a  terror  to  bis  enemies,  whom  he  ever  widt 
bis  prideful  kin  held  under  subjection  and  obedience ;  just  in  all 
Us  bargains,  and  never  heard  for  bis  true  debt ;  he  was  mightily 
envied  by  the  kirk  for  bis  religion,  and  by  others  for  bis  greatr- 
ness,  and  bad  thereby  much  trouble;  bis  master  king  James 
loved  him  dearly,  and  he  was  a  good  and  loyal  subject  unto  bim 
daring  the  king's  lifetime,  but  now  at  last  in  his  latter  days,  by 
means  of  Frendraught,  he  is  so  persecuted  by  the  laws,  (which 
be  ay  studied  to  bold  in  due  reverence,)  that  he  is  compelled  to 
travel  without  pity  so  often  to  EdinbiH^,  and  now  end  his  days 
out  of  his  own  house,  without  trial  of  the  fire  of  Frendraught, 
wbilk  doubtless  was  an  help  to  bis  death  ;  the  lord  Gordon  his 
eldest  son,  with  his  lady  and  two  sons,  and  his  daughter  lady 
Ann,  being  at  this  time  in  France. 

The  marquis'  friends  conveen  in  mourning  weed,  and  upon 
the  25ih  of  June  lift  his  corps  frae  Dundee,  his  chest  covered 
with  a  black  taflfeta,  and  in  a  horse  litter  is  brought  to  the  chapel 
of  Strathboggie ;  his  lady  still  with  the  corps  till  be  was  broi^kt 
there ;  syne  with  a  woeful  heart  she  went  to  the  Bog. 

Frendraught  hearing  of  the  marquis'  death,  incontinent  obargea 
Letterfurie  to  compear  before  the  justice  the  29th  of  July;  the 
gentleman  rode  over  before  the  day,  meaned  himself  to  the  lorda 
of  council,  who  continued  the  diet^  and  ordained  the  justice  to 
take  caution  for  his  compearance  upon  fifteen  days'  citatioBU 
Thus  Letterfurie  returned  home  safe  and  sound. 

Upon  Friday  the  26tb  of  August,  some  friends  lifted  the 
marquis'  corps  upon  a  litter  frae  the  chapel  of  Stralhboc^  Id 
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tke  kirk  of  Belly,  and  upon  the  mom  at  night  la  likewise  carried 
therefrae  to  hia  own  lodging  in  Elgin,  where  they  were  kept, 
and  upon  the  30th  day  of  Augost,  his  eorps  were  lifted  there* 
firae,  having  above  the  coffin  a  rich  mortcloth  of  Uaek  velvet, 
wbcoreon  was  wrooght  two  white  crosses ;  he  had  toreh  lights  in 
great  nnmlier  carried  by  friends  and  gontlemea ;  the  marquis^ 
aon  Adam  was  at  his  head,  the  earl  of  Murray  on  the  right 
sfiaik,  the  earl  of  Seaforth  on  the  left,  the  earl  of  Sutherland  en 
ibe  third,  and  sir  Robert  Grordon  on  the  foorth  spidk.  Besides 
thir  nobles,  many  barons  and  gentlemen  was  there,  having  above 
three  hundred  Ughted  torches.  He  is  carried  to  the  east  kirk 
stile  of  the  college  kirk,  in  at  the  south  kirk  door,  buried  in  his 
own  isle  with  much  mourning  and  lamentation ;  the  like  form 
•f  bnrial  with  torch  light  wna  seldom  seen  here  before, 
•  Gilderoy,  and  £ve  other  limmars,  were  taken  and  had  to 
Edinburgh,  and  all  hanged  upon  the  ■  day  of  July. 

Upon  the  23d  of  June,  Alexander  Dunbar  of  Kilbyai^,  and 
Ida  accomplices,  slew  Robert  and  Ninian  Dnmbars,  and  hurt 
James  Dumbar,  all  three  brethren  in  Forres,  and  wan  away 
without  reparation*  It  is  said  that  their  sistmr  with  a  timber 
stonp  slew  ane  oalled  Mercer,  wife  to  Alexander  Dumbar  of 
Bmks,  who TfOMint  the  slaughter  of  her  brethren,  and  she  and 
they  were  all  boried  together  in  the  kirk  of  Alves.  Thir  slain 
gentlemen,  were  sons  to  Umquhile  Alexander  Dumbar  of  Hemp* 
rigsi  and  aU  friends  together. 

Upon,  the  Ifith  day  of  September,  the  rix  dollars  were  cried 
down  ia  Edinburgh,  frae  56s.  to  54s.  and  the  dog  dolhirs  frae 
46sf  to  44s.  but  are  cried  up  again  in  anno  1645. 

Upon  the  17th  of  Septeml^r,  John  Ross^  for  a  light  causey 
murdered  a  chapman  called  David  Leg,  upon  the  Stane  Cross* 
hill  at  Elgin :  he  was  taken  and  headed,  and  his  right  hand  set 
upon  a  stob  in  the  same  place  where  he  was'slain.  It  ii  said 
that  how  soon  captain  Adam  Grordon  heard  of  the  marquisT 
daatfaf.  he  went  out  of  the  kingdom* 

-  Ai  MichaeUnas,  sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Dram  eontinued 
sheriff  principal  of  Aberdeen  for  a  year,  and  Mr.  William 
DiBvidson  .purchased  a  commission  frae  the  council  to  be  sheriff 
depute  during  his  lifetime,  and  the  court  fenced  in  his  name 
with  the  principal  sherifis  thereof;  the  like  was  never  seen  here. 
Thomas  Fraser  of  Stricken  continued  sheriff  of  Inverness  for  a 
year. 

Ib  October,  Geoi^e,  the  now  marquis  of  Huntly,  his  lady,  two 
sons,  and  lady  Ann,  and  their  servants,  frae  l^rance  came  to 
England,  and  therefrae  to  Scotland ;.  they  left  behind  them  two 
difldren,  and  upon  the  £3d  of  June,  1637,  came  to  Strathboggie. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1636,  William,  earl  of  Errol,  de- 

Kted  this  life  in  the  Place  of  Errol,  and  his  lady  shortly  fol- 
edy  leaving  an  only  child  called  Gilbert,  with  a  distressed 
estate. 
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ANNO  1637. 

.  Upon  the  13th  of  March,  Alexander  Gordon  of  Oankintie 
rashly  dew  by  a  shot  Oliver  Spence,  without  any  just  cause; 
he  disposed  of  his  estate,  and  passed  oat  of  the  tdngdoni. 

Upon  the day  of  April  the  laird  of  Grant,  warded  ia 

Edinburgh  for  not  following  the  Clangregor,  is  thereafter  put 
to  liberty,  and  upon  the  foresaid  day  depaurted  this  life  in  Edin«» 
burgh  in  his  own  lodging. 

Upon  the  19th  of  July  the  earl  of  Murray  came  from  Dam- 
way  to  the  Bog,  and  welcomed  home  his  good^brother  (then  ia 
the  Bog),  his  lady  and  bairns,  from  France;  they  were  blyth 
and  merry  that  night  with  the  old  lady  marchioness,  and  upon 
the  morn  the  earl  took  his  leave,  and  returned  home  to  Dium- 
way. 

Ye  have  before  heard  of  our  parliament.  Some  of  our  nobles^ 
it  is  true,  such  as  the  earl  of  Rothes,  the  Earl  of  Cassilis,  the 
earl  of  Glencaim,  the  earl  of  Traquair,  the  lord  Loudonny 
the  lord  Lindsay,  the  lord  Balmerinoch,  the  lord  Conper,  the 
lord  Lome,  not  without  advice  of  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  and' 
diverse  others,  took  offence  at  his  majesty's  zealous  and  godly 
government  of  this  land,  both  in  church  and  policy;  and  firsts 
they  call  to  mind  the  great  danger  lord  Balmerinoch  was  of  hia 
life,  sought  earnestly  by  the  bishops,  after  he  was  convicted  for 
his  treasonable  writings,  although  the  king  graciously  remitted 
him ;  yet  this  part  touching  the  bishops  could  they  not  forget, 
fearing  they  were  counselling  the  king  to  draw  in  the  kirk 
)ands  to  the  crown,  and  to  make  up  abbots  and  priors  again,  to 
the  strengthening  of  the  king,  and  overthrow  of  the  nobility, 
who  had  the  most  part  of  their  living  off  kirk  lands.  2d,  They 
had  great  fear,  who  were  lords  of  erections,  at  his  majes^s  ge« 
neral  revocation  in  his  first  parliament,  ordinary  for  kings  to 
do  frae  time  to  time,  albeit  they  received  no  prejudice  ihereby<i 
8dly,  For  granting  in  the  same  jparliament  a  commisrion  of  sur* 
renders  of  superiorities  and  teinds,  granted  for  helping  of  the 
ministrv,  and  relief  of  the  laity  living  under  the  bondage  of  the 
lords  of  erections  or  laick  patrons ;  of  this  act  of  parliament  they 
were  under  great  fear,  albeit  his  majesty's  intention  was  singu* 
larly  good,  and  much  to  be  praised.  4thly,  It  pleased  his  mar 
jesty,  for  his  own  reasons,  not  to  confer  honours  upon  some 
persons  who  craved  the  same,  such  as  a  baron  to  be  made  a 
lord,  and  a  lord  a  earl,  or  some  to  be  made  knights,  whereat 
there  was  much  grudging  in  their  hearts,  and  strife  to  clip  his 
maiesty's  wings  in  royd  government  both  in  state  and  idrky 
and  so  craftily  and  quietly  they  try  the  hearts  of  the  nobles, 
barons,  church  and  gentry  of  England,  how  they  were  set^ 
and  found  them  of  the  same  humour  that  themselves  were  of, 
at  the  least  a  great  number  of  all  estates. 
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Whereupon  Mlowed  a  clandestine  band  drawn  up,  and  sub- 
aoribed  eeoretly  betwixt  die  maloontente,  or  rather  malignants, 
of  Scotland  and  England ;  that  eaeh  one  should  concur  and 
assist  others  while  Sieygot  Aeir  wiUs  both  in  Church  and 
policy^  and  so  to  bring  both  Icingdoms  under  one  reformed 
religion^  and  to  that  effect  to  root  oat  the  bishops  of  both 
kingdoms,  whereby  his  majesty  diould  loose  one  oif  his  three 
estates;  and  likewise  that  they  should  draw  the  king  to  dis- 
pense with  diverse  points  of  his  royal  prerogative^  in  sodi  de- 
gree as  he  should  not  have  arbitrary  government,  as  all  his  pre- 
decessors ever  had,  conform  to  the  established  laws  of  both 
kingdoms. 

Tb9  king  and  bidiops  are  still  ignorant  of  this  treasonable 
plot,  and  goes  on ;  the  prelates  getting  their  wills  frae  the  king, 
backed  by  his  authority,  by  means  of  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, who  was  oft  with  the  king,  stoutly  resolving,  what  the 
king  did  demand  none  durst  disobey ;  but  herein  were  they 
mightily  deceived,  as  hereafter  does  appear.  The  clamlestine 
band  thus  past,  our  nobles  lying  quiet  while  they  iand  occaskm 
to  break  the  ice,  and  b^gin  the  bargain,  as  was  concluded*  Now 
it  fell  out  at  the  parish  kirk  of  —  within  the  diocese  of  Gallo- 
way, the  communion  was  given,  on  a  Sunday,  to  the  people  on 
their  knees,  where  -^-i-  Gordon,  one  of  the  tutors  to  the  Vis- 
eoant  of  Kenmure,  sometime  laird  of  Lochinvar,  happened  to 
be,  and  boldly  cried  out,  it  was  plain  idolatry  to  take  the 
communion  kneeling  (set  on  of  purpose  by  the  lord  of  Lome, 
another  of  the  viscount's  tutors,  as  was  said)  the  minister  and 
people  were  astonished  at  thii  speech.  However  the  bishop  of 
Galloway,  named  Mr.  Thomas  Sydserf,  by  virtue  of  the  book 
ef  canoas,  caused  take  the  gentleman,  put  him  to  trial,  and  for 
his  fault  wards  and  confines  him  within  the  burgh  of  Montrose 
by  the  space  of  six  weeks.  At  last  the  lord  Lome  setded  the 
matter,  and  caused  offer  the  bishop  five  hundred  merks  of  fine, 
not  looldag  that  he  should  take  up  the  samen ;  but  the  bishop 
without  ceremony  tock  the  money,  whereat  the  lord  of  Lome 
took  offence,  and  thereafter,  being  both  sitting  at  the  council, 
they  fell  in  some  words  about  the  uptaking  of  the  fine,  where 
the  bishop  in  plain  terms  gave  him  the  lie.  Lome  said  this  lie 
was  given  to  the  lords,  not  to  him,  and  beheld  him ;  but  this 
made  the  matter  worse  and  worse,  and  was  the  beginning  of 
their  overthrow  plotted  before :  the  lords  of  council  were  highly 
offended  at  the  bidu>p's  miscaxriage  in  their  presence  also. 

The  lord  of  Lome  conveens  the  foresaid  earls  of  Rothes, 
Cassalis,  Glencaim,  with  the  earl  of  Traquair,  a  great  enemy  to 
the  bishops,  the  lords  Lindsay,  Loudoun,  Balmerinoch,  Couper, 
and  diverse  others,  of  whom  Uie  marqais  of  Hamilton  was  one, 
together  with  a  mensde  of  miscontented  puritans,  of  whom  Mr. 
Alexander  Henderson,  minister  at  Lenchars,  Mr.  David  Dick- 
son, minister  at  Lrvine^  and  Mr.  Andrew  Cuit,  minister  at  Pit- 
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sligo,  were  ilw  rm^Mders.  They  had  a  privy  meeiiagt  and 
begin  to  regret  their  dangermw  estate  with  the  pride  and  avarioa 
of  die  prektes,  eedcinf  ta  over-rale  the  haill  kingdom;  fer  the 
archbistiop  of  Saint  Andrew's  was  high  ehanedbr  af  Sootland, 
his  son  president  of  the  college  of  jvstiaa;  that  the  rest  4>f  tbs 
bishops  were  lords  of  the  canneil,  lovde  of  ezchequar,  lords  of 
high  commission,  and  now  lately  proeoring  the  book  of  eanona 
that  the  Ushop  shonid  be  yoiige  in  his  own  diocese :  besides  all 
this,  their  inbringing  of  innovations  within  the  chnrdiy  such,  as 
rodliets  worn  by  prelates  in  time  of  service  at  diverse  chHrchas« 
the  book  of  ordination,  the  book  of  common  prayer,  already  put 
in  practice  in  diverse  countries,  and  book  of  canons;  whhoat 
consent  of  a  general  assembly  all  this  is  wrought  :•  attoor^  they 
are  of  intolerable  greediness,  seeking  to  rednoe  noblemesi'e 
rights,  npon  slight  reasons,  with  a  nnmber  of  such  fiuilts,  laying 
the  blame  hereof  altogether  upon  the  king,  for  givii^  them  soch 
way ;  and  after  much  resolving  thejr  condode  to  see  a  reforma* 
tion  shortly,  and  to  that  effect  draws  in  a  great  number  of  the 
nobility  quietly  to  their  opinion,  and  only  waited  a.  time  io 
begin,  as  was  concluded  in  the  clandestine  band^  whilk  shortly 
fell  out  thus : 

Upon  Sunday  the  •— *^-  day  of  July,  Doctor  Hanaa  began  to 
read  the  Book  of  Commmi  Prayer  in  Saint  Griles'  kirk  of  Edin- 
bui^ ;  the  nobles  being  for  seeing  of  the  novelty,  never  heard 
before  since  the  reformation,  devise  a  number  of  rascally  serv- 
ing-women to  throw  stones  at  the  reader,  and  perturb  the  kirk, 
whilk  they  did  vehemently.  The  magistrates  being  in  the 
church,  (no  doubt  npon  the  counsel  of  this  disorder)  command- 
ed their  officers  to  hurl  thir  rascals  to  the  kirk  door  and  lock 
them  out,  but  then  they  became  more  furious  and  mad,  (as  they 
were  directed)  crying  and  shooting,  saying.  Popery  was  now 
brought  in  amongst  them ;  dang  at  the  doors  and  brake  the  glasa 
windows  with  stones,  with  such  noise  that  there  was  no  more 
reading.  The  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  called  Mr.  David  Lindsay^ 
coming  to  preach,  hearing  of  this  tumult,  came  nevertheless  to 
preach  in  Saint  Oiles^  kiric,  and  did  preach  there  withoat  in- 
quietation.  Sermon  ended,  and  he  going  out  of  the  kirk  door, 
thir  rascall  women  cryed  out  against  bishops,  ready  to  stone 
him  to  the  death ;  he  being  a  corpulent  man,  was  hastily  put 
into  the  earl  of  Roxburgh's  coach,  standing  hard  beside,  and  waa 
carried  to  bis  lodging ;  the  same  rascals  still  following  hiniH  and 
throwing  stones  at  the  coach,  so  that  be  escaped  narrowly  witb 
his  life:  the  like  perturbation  the  samen  Sunday  was  at  the 
Gray  Friar  Kirk.  Here  you  may  see  they  began  at  relipon  a^ 
tfie  ground  of  their  quarrel,  whereas  their  intention  was  only 
bent  against  the  king's  majesty  and  Ms  roml  prerogative ;  and 
conform  to  the  clan£stine  band,  begins  the  disorder  in  Scot-t 
land.  The  provost  and  baillies  of  Edmburgh,  to  shew  ^eir  dili- 
gence, npon  the  morrow  causes  waid  some  cif  thir  women,  and 


Mffar.]         TROfrBLVS  in  Scotland.  48 


fbiitds  lfe»  iSke  f9Hnr\ml6emMf  but  no  mure 
followed,  albeit  Un  nu^eetv  wrote  down  to  tbe  ma- 
gurtratM  for  the  trying  of  the. women  who  was  the  antfaon,  and 
to^uiush  them  oondipiIy»  bnt  they  wore  set  to  liberty.  Aiier 
this  finnday'e  work  the  haiU  kirk  doors  in  Edinbarg^  were 
locked,  and  no  aMre  piraaohing  beard;  the  aealoue  paBt.ii8iin> 
Aooked  ilk  Sunday  to  hear  demotion  in  Fife,  syne  retnmed  to 
their  booses,  while  they  got  preaching  at  home.  Then  they 
eend  a  covenant  trough  the  country.  The  cooncil  then  sitting 
in  Bdiiihnrgh,  remoye  down  to  the  abbey  in  respect  of  thir 
trodbles,  and  wrote  up  all  that  was  doae  here,  to  his  majesty. 

The  lady  Rothenay  warded,  as  ye  have  before,  by  the  laird 
of  Frendranght,  is  now  set  at  liberty,  and  comes  home  to  ber 


Mx.'  Andrew  Ramsay  and  Mr.  Henry  Rollock,  miniaters  in 
Bdinbwrgh,  were  accused  for  not  buying  and  using  the  Commoii 
Prayer  Books  at  the  ki^s  command.  They  answer,  it  was 
csttsaiy  to  the  ofdeia  of  tfaeir  kirk  and  their  own  consciences^ 
and  OD  would  not  «se  them.  Followed  another  council  day, 
where  there.  conTcened  about  one  hundred  ministers,  well  badied 
mkh  tbir  nobles  and  gentlemen,  who  refused  using  the  service 
books,  as  contrary  to  the  constitutkm  of  the  kirk  and  worship* 
of  GM,  whereupon  they  oflered  public  disputation,  and  so  do- 
parted. 

Upon  Ae  first  Tnesdav  of  October,  the  provincial  svnod  sat 
dow«  in  Murray ;  the  bishop  of  Murray  desired  the  ministry  to 
bay  and  use  the  service  book,  conform  to  the  king's  oommand« 
as  all  the  rest  of  the  bishops  had  done ;  so  some  bought,  some 
took  to  be  advised,  and  some  refused.  The  bishops  had 
caused  imprint  thir  books,  and  payed  for  the  samen,  and 
ahonld  have  gotten  fras  each  minister  four  pounds  for  the  piece. 

At  Michaelmas,  sir  John  Hay,  lord  register^  upon  the  king^s 
wWTMitwaB  chosen  provost  of  Edinburgh,  in  place  of  Da^ 
Aikenhead,  lately  deceased.  The  king  thereafter  writes  down  a 
letter  to  him,  «id  the  baiiUes  and  council  of  Edinbuigfa,  to  em* 
taraee  the  servise  books;  bat  he  nairowly  escaped  with  his  life, 
and  was  forced  to  go  and  dwell  in  Leith. 

SSir  Alegmnder  Irvine  of  Drum  continued  sheriff-principal  of 
Aberdeen  for  a  year,  and  sir  John  M^Kensie  of.  Tarbet  was 
sheriff  of  Inverness. 

•  The  king  hearing  of  the  disorders  in  Edinbuigfa,  sends  down 
^diaiges  in  October,  commawliiig  the  lords  of  ooondl  forthwith 
to  remove  out  of  Edinburgh^  and  to  sit  down  in  Linlithgow  die 
'let  of  November,  for  holding  session  to  the  king's  lieges,  whilk 
'Was  not  done,  to  the  hindering  of  justice ;  yet  a  council  day  was 
kept  in  Linlithgow  in  November,  syne  returned  to  Holyrood* 
boose. 

Upon  the  Sd  of  October,  in  the  afternoon,  t&ere  fell  out  in 
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Murray  a  great  rain,  dinging  on  night  and  day,  wiflioiit  cleax^ 
ing  up  while  the  13th  of  October ;  waters  and  bams  flowed 
over  bank  and  brae,  com  mills  and  mill-houses  washen  down^ 
bouses,  kilns,  cotts,  folds  wherein  beasts  were  kept,  all  do* 
stroyed ;  the  corns  well  stacked  began  to  moach  and  rot  till  they 
were  casten  over  agiun ; — ^lamentable  to  see,  and  whereof  the  like 
was  never  seen  before ;  doubtless  a  pr<^ostick  of  great  troubles 
within  this  land. 

About  this  time  there  were  four  ships  lying  within  the  bar* 
hour  of  Aberdeen,  in  one  of  which  ships  major  Ker  and  captain 
Lumsden  had  a  number  of  soldiers,  but-  through  a  great  speat 
of  the  water  of  Dee,  occasioned  by  the  extraordinary  rain,  thir 
haill  four  ships  braJce  loose,  for  neither  tow  nor  anchor  could 
hold  them,  and  were  ^ven  out  at  the  water-mouth  by  violence 
of  the  speat,  and  by  a  south-east  wind  were  driven  to  the  north 
shore,  where  they  struck  leaks  upon  the  sands.  The  soldiers 
sleeping  carelessly  in  the  bottom  of  the  ship  upon  heather,  were 
all  a-swim,  through  the  water  that  came  in  at  the  holes  and 
leaks  of  the  ship,  to  their  great  amascement.  Then  they  got  up 
with  horrible  crying,  some  escaped,  others  pitifully  perished  and 
drowned.  About  the  number  of  fourscore  and  twelve  soldiers 
were  wanting,  drowned,  or  got  away.  This  rain  to  continue  so 
long  together,  the  like  was  never  seen  in  our  age,  and  came  for 
no  good  token. 

lu  this  month  of  October,  John  Toasch,  servitor  to  the  laird 
of  Frendraught,  as  ye  have  heard  before,  willingly  came  to  the 
marquis  and  revealed  what  he  knew  of  the  fire  of  Frendranght, 
whereof  he  took  notice,  keeped  him  and  gave  him  twelve  shil* 
lings  daily  to  sustain  himself  upon,  in  the  ostler's  beside  the 
plf^e. 

Ye  heard  before  about  removing  the  council  to  Linlithgow^ 
The  lords  held  a^  council  day,  syne  returned  back  to  the  abbey, 
and  held  another  council  day  for  breaking  up  a  packet  sent 
them  by  the  king.  But  scarcely  were  they  well  set  down,  when 
there  came  multitudes  of  puritans,  ministers,  gentry,  and  com- 
mons ;  the  council  is  offended,  sends  out  a  macer  to  charge 
them  to  depart,  but  they  proudly  disobeyed,  whereupon  tha 
council  left  the  packet  unbroken  up,  and  went  home  to  tbeir 
houses,  and  likewise  the  ministers  and  others  at  their  removing 
also. 

In  this  month  of  November,  Walter  Whitefoord,  bishop  of 
Brechin,  upon  a  Sunday,  within  the  kirk  of  Brechin,  using  his 
English  service,  as  he  had  often  done  before  without  impedi- 
ment in  that  kirk,  the  people  got  up  in  a  mad  humour,  detest 
ing  this  sort  of  worship,  and  pursued  him  so'  sharply,  that 
hardly  he  escaped  out  of  their  hands  unslain,  and  forced  for 
safety  of  his  lite  to  leave  his  bishoprick,  and  flee  the  kingdom.. 

Upon  the  4ih  of  December,  on  the  night,  there  arose  an  high 
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wind,  whieh  blew  down  the  eodplee  etandlne  «ii  tlie  oolkgia 
kirk  of  Elgin,  whilk  had  endured  many  winds  before^  and  nevec 
fell  till  now. 

The  earl  of  Roxburgh,  lord  privy jseal,  came  down  fine  the 
king  with  command  to  the  council,  to  eonveen  and  nt  down  at 
Linlithgow  upoA  tbe  7th  day  of  December  next,  whilk  they  did^ 
and  there  brake  np  the  king^e  packet,  whilk  was  left  unbroken 
up  the  last  conncil  day  in  the  abbey. 

About  this  time,  Alexander  Dumbar  of  Kilbyack,  and  hie 
complices,  returned  home  to  Murray,  with  an  respite  for  the 
slaughter  of  Robert  and  Ninian  Dumbars,  where '  they  dwelt 
peaceably. 

It  was  reported  that  the  laird  of  Frendraught  about  this  time 
caused  charge  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  to  set  law  surety,  and 
also  charged  the  sliid  John  Toasch  to  compear  before  the  couneiL, 

A  proclamation  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  declaring  it  was 
not  his  majesty's  mind  to  bring  in  any  alteration  in  religion. 
The  earl  of  Perth  being  warded  in  his  own  house  since  Novem- 
ber, ]0S3,  for  seeking  himself  to  be  served  heir  to  the  earldom 
of  Strathern,  is  now  remitted  and  restored  to  his  lumours  and 
dignities,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  many. 

In  the  month  of  December,  Mr.  Andrew  Ramsay  and  Mr« 
Henry  RoUoek  entered  again  to  preach  in  Edinburgh,  to  whom 
flocked  many  auditors,  b^use  they  had  not  preached  since  the 
beginning  of  thir  troubles. 

Upon  St.  Stephen's  day,  the  26th  of  December,  (through 
great  inundation  of  water)  a  bar  or  great  bed  of  sand  was 
wrought  up  and  casten  overthwart  the  mouth  of  the  river  Dee^ 
mixed  with  marle-clay  and  stones.  Tliis  fearful  bar  so  stopped 
the  harbour  mouth,  that  no  ship  could  go  out  or  come  in  thereat; 
and  at  low  water  a  man  might  nave  passed  on  the  bed  dry^footed 
from  the  north  shore  to  the  bulwark.  It  amazed  the  haiU  people 
of  Aberdeen,  burgh  and  land ;  they  fell  to  with  fasting,  pray- 
ing, mourning,  weeping  all  day  and  night ;  then  they  went  out 
with  spades  and  shovels  in  great  numbers,  young  and  old,  to 
cast  down  this  fearful  bar,  but  all  in  vain ;  for  as  fast  as  they 
threw  down  at  low  water,  it  gathered  again  at  full  sea*  Then 
the  people  gave  it  over,  and  Wame  heartless,  thinking  our  sea 
trade  wd  salmon  fishing  was  like  to  be  gone,  and  noUe  Aber- 
deen brought  to  destruction,  and  liaatily  advertised  the  haill 
coast-side  south  and  north,  with  this  accident,  that  none  of  their 
ships  should  approach  this  harbour.  But  while  tliey  are  at  tbe 
pain  of  despair,  the  Lord  of  his  great  mercy  removed  clean 
away  this  bar,  and  the  water  did  keep  its  own  course  as  beforoi 
to  the  great  ioy  of  the  people  of  Aberdeen,  and  comfort  of  the 
people  round  about.  But  this  bar  came  not  for  nought,  but  was 
a  token  of  great  troubles  to  fall  upon  both  Aberdeens ;  and  it  is 
to  be  remarked^  that  as  there  was  fearful  signs  by.  water*  so 
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tliere  wm  muy.  uoiutioiH  lii|^  winds  all  tbb  year — no  good 
token  nore  than  tbe  vest. 

The  king  commanded  the  session  to  sit  down  at  Stirling  (see* 
ing  tkey^  oould  not  be  w^  used  at  Linlithgow)  for  administra- 
tion of  justiee^  but  little  done. 

•  The  sherifis  of  Aberdeen  and  Inverness,  vis.  the  laird  of 
Drum  and  sir  John  M^Kenzie  of  Tarbet,  only  get  their  com- 
missions in  this  month  of  December,  and  not  till  then. 


ANNO  1688. 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  and  not  till  then,  the  session 
sits  dqwn  at  Stirling  at  the  king's  command  in  this  year,  1688, 
bat  little  or  nothing  done. 

Upon  the  19th  of  February,  a  proclamation  was  made  at  the 
cross  of  Stirling,  making  mention,  that  the  king,  out  of  iseal  for 
maintenance  of  religion,  and  bearing  down  of  superstition,  had 
compiled  a  book  of  common  prayer  for  the  general  use  of  his 
subjects,  and  a  book  of  canons  for  the  churchmen,  wherein  he 
had  taken  great  pains.  Yet  some  of  his  subjects,  out  of «  pre- 
posterous zealf  withstand  the  receiving  of  thir  books,  and  has 
their  c<mventions  and  meetings  thereanent,  contrary  to  authority; 
and  therelbre  his  .majesty,  by  said  proclamation,  discharged  all 
such  conventions,  under  the  pain  of  treason.  But  the  earl  of 
Hume  and  lord  Lyndsay,  for  themselves,  and  in  name  of  the 
nobility,  ministry,  gentry,  boi^esses  and  commons,  and  at  the 
said  mercat  cross,  after  reading  of  said  proclamation,  protested 
openly,  that  the  samen  should  not  draw  them  under  the  compass 
of  law,  seeing  they  came  there  to  maintain  the  true  religion  as  it 
is  established,  and  to  oppose  popery,  whereupon  they  took  in- 
strument in  the  hands  of  two  notars,  brought  there  for  the  pur- 
pose* But  within  the  space  of  two  hours,  there  came  to  Stirling 
of  noblemen,  commissioners,  ministers,  and  gentry,  about  1606 
men,  whereof  some  went  to  the  council  presently,  sitting  in  the 
town,  desiring  them  to  mitigate  the  hardness  of  the  proclama* 
tion,  whereunto  they  answered,  if  thir  people  were  removed  out 
of  the  town  and  dissolved,  there  should  be  no  more  heard  of  this 
proclamation :  whereupon  they  dissolve  that  samen  night.  The 
council  seeing  them  removed,  conveen  that  same  afternoon,  vis. 
tiie  chancellor,  the  treasurer,  the  lord  privy  seal,  the  earl  of 
Wintoun,  the  lord  Angus,  the  lord  Down,  the  lord  Elphinston, 
the  lord  raster,  the  lord  justice,  the  treasurer  depute,  Ae 
king's  advocate,  the  bishops  of  Galloway  and  Brechin;  and 
.there  all  in  one  voice,  contrary  to  their  promise,  ratified  and 
approved  the  king's  proclamation  before  expressed,  and  sob*- 
scribed  their  ratification  with  their  own  hands,  except  only  the 
king's  advocate,  who  refused  to  subscribe  the  same,  saying,  they 
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vnderttood  not  iNll  what  they  were  doings  to  doebrd  the  sebii- 
lity  and  body  of  the  common  people  traitors  in  eiidi  a  trouble* 
some  time.  Now,  while  the  council  ia  at  this  bnainew,  the  earl* 
of  Rothes  having  quietly  stayed  behind  the  rest  In  the  town»  and 
hearing  somewhat  of  Uie  couneil's  proceedings,  he  and  others 
that  were  with  him,  chose  Arthur  Erskine,  son  to  the  earl  of 

Mar,  and  Murray  of  Polmaise,  to  go  to  th6  coimeil,  aAd 

make  a  declinator  against  the  bishops,  saying  they  should  not  be 
judges  in  tbe  common  cause,  whilk  they  di^  and  crared  all  act 
upon  their  declinator  under  the  derk's  hand,  whilk  was  reAised; 
and  therefore  they  took  instrument  in  the  hands  6f  two  notars 
hard  beside^  and  brought  it  with  them. 

Upon  tbe  morrow,  bring  the  2  let  of  February,  the  cross  of 
Edinburgh  was  ooyered  in  state,  where  the  foresaid  proclama- 
tion was  also  procliumed;  but  some  noblemen  and  commisrioners 
for  the  ministry  bding  conveened  in  multitudes,  protested  against 
this  proclamation  as  before,  and  took  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
three  notars.  Thereafter,  the  nobility,  ministry,  and  tbir  com- 
missioners, remained  and  dwelt  in  Edinburgh,  where  they  had 
meetings  ordinarly  at  their  pleasure,  whereat  the  bishops  Were 
highly  offended,  but  could  not  help  themselYes.  The  session 
sits  still  in  Stirling,  but  nothing  is  done  in  these  troublesome 
times.  It  was  reported  that  the  bishop  of  Ai^le,  the  dean  of 
Edinburgh,  the  constable  of  Dundee,  and  sir  Thomas  Thomson^ 
were  put  off  the  council,  and  the  lord  Down  and  others  put  in 
their  rooms. 

The  bishop  of  Ross  having  used  the  service  book  peaceably 
within  the  chanry  kirk  of  Rosis,  each  Sabbath  day,  by  the  space 
of  two  years,  he,  upon  the  11th  of  March,  being  Sunday,  causes 
(as  his  custom  was)  lay  down  a  service  book  upon  the  reader'a 
desk,  and  upon  some  other  gentlemen's  desks  brides,  who  used 
the  same,  about  the  ringing  of  the  first  bell  to  the  preaching ; 
but  before  the  last  bell  was  rung,  certain  scholars  came  in  pertly 
to  the  Idrk,  and  took  up  thir  haill  service  books,  and  carriM 
them  down  to  the  Ness  with  a  coal  of  fire,  there  to  have  burnt 
them  altogedier^  but  there  fell  out  such  a  sudden  shower,  fliat 
before  they  could  win  to  the  Ness  the  coal  was  drowned  out^ 
The  scholars  seeing  this,  they  tore  them  all  in  pieces,  and  thuew 
them  into  the  sea:  the  bishop  hearing  of  this,  miskens  all  wisely; 
comes  to  church,  and  preaches  wanting  service-books.  He  had 
aoon  done  with  sermon,  and  thereafter  haslOy  goes  to  horsci 
and  spake  with  the  bishop  of  Murray,  syne  spake  with  the  mar- 
quis of  Huntly ;  and,  privately  disguised,  he  rode  south,  and  to 
the  king  goes  he  directly — a  very  busy  man  thought  to  be,  in 
bringing  in  this  service-books,  and  therefore  durst  not,  for  feet 
of  hw  iSfe,  return  to  Scotland  again. 

Now  the  nobles  who  were  against  thir  service  bodes,  and 
othezsy  began  to  write  and  send  commissioners  to  the  haill 
hnrgha  of  Scotland,  craving  their  concurrence  to   resist  the 
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same,  and  incewise  sent  through  the  baill  kingdom  for  diat 
effect.    Among  the  rest,  the  laird  of  Dan,  the  laird  of  Morphjr, 

the  hurd  of  Leys,  and  Carnegie  of         ■»  came  to  thir 

north  parts,  and  to  New  Aberdeen,  as  commissioners ;  but  thejr 
came  not  speed,  but  were  rejected  by  Aberdeen  constantly 
abiding  by  the  king,  which  tamed  to  their  great  wreck,  as  ye 
shall  hear.  They  alleged  the  king  gave  no  command  to  sub- 
scribe such  a  covenant. 

These  nobles  sent  also  the  earl  of  Sutherland,  the  lord  Lovat, 
the  lord  Rae,  and  lord  John,  oy  to  this  new  earl  of  Caithness 
elder,  as  their  commissioners,  with  the  laird  of  Balnagowan, 
having  also  in  their  company  Mr.  James  Baird,  advocate  in 
Edinlmrgh,  with  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  minister  at  Pitsligo,  and 
diverse  others.  They  came  to  Inverness  upon  the  25th  of  April, 
and  conveened  the  baill  township,  to  whom  was  produced  a 
Confession  of  Faith,  and  a  Covenant  to  be  subscribed  by  them, 
and  to  note  up  their  names  who  refused  to  subscribe ;  but  the 
haill  town,  except  Mr.  VRUiam  Clogie,  minister,  and  some  few 
others,  subscribed  willingly ;  then  they  left  Inverness,  and  came 
to  Forres  upon  the  28th  of  April,  where  the  haill  ministry  of 
that  presbytery,  except  Mr.  George  Camming,  parson  at  Dallas, 
subscribed.  Right  suae  Caithness,  Sutherland,  Ross,  Cro- 
marty, and  Nairn,  had  for  the  most  part  subscribed  by  the  in- 
dustry of  the  forenamed  five  commissioners.  They  came  to 
Elgin  upon  the  30th  of  April,  the  haill  people  was  conveened ; 
Mr.  Andrew  Cant  stood  up  in  the  reader's  desk,  and  made  some 
little  speech ;  thereafter  the  provost,  baillies,  council  and  com- 
munity altogether  subscribed  this  covenant,  very  few  refusing, 
except  Mr.  John  Gordon,  minister  at  Elgin.  Thir  commission- 
ers removed  from  Elgin  upon  the  Ist  of  May,  and  as  they  had 
gotten  obedience,  so  commissioners  were  directed  out  by  the 
nobilitv  through  all  the  kingdom,  and  got  this  covenant,  sub- 
scribed, few  refusing  except  Aberdeen  and  the  marquis  of 
Huntly.  The  bishop  of  Murray  seeing  this,  begins  quickly  to 
furnish  his  house  of  Spynie  with  all  necessary  provision,  men 
and  meat,  ammunition,  powder  and  ball,  as  he  who  foresaw 
great  troubles  to  follow;  but  all  in  vain. 

It  was  said  that  the  bishop  of  Caithness,  the  bishop  of  Ork- 
ney, the  bishop  of  Argyll,  the  bishop  of  Dunkeld,  and  some 
others,  were  against  thir  service  books.  Thus  some  ministers 
preached  against  the  samen  as  papistical ;  others  preached  against 
the  Covenant,  as  made  up  and  done  without  authority,  and  the 
aabseribers  thereof  guilty  of  treason,  schism,  and  sedition ;  and 
BO  was  this  land  drawn  in  diverse  opinions,  and  soldiers  learnt  in 
Fife  to  driU-— a  forerunner  of  war.  However  it  was  reported 
the  nobility  (now  called  Covenanters)  sent  up  their  commission- 
ers with  this  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant  to  his  majesty, 
humbly  declaring  they  were  doing  nothing  but  legally,  and  crav- 
ing hun  to  dischaq^  thir  books  of  Common  Prayer  and  some 
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¥SMii  unmiAoxiA  creeping  in  within  the  kirk.  Thir  commisBion- 
era  got  not  ftiH  content,  yet  his  mkjeBty  was  pleased  to  appoint 
a  coaneil  day  to  be  holdea  at  his  own  palace  at  Dalkeith,  upon 
tile  6th  day  of  Jane  next,  where  the  marquia  of  Hamilton  should 
Ibe  commisatoner  for  the  king.  The  king  wrote,  desiring  the 
marquis  of  Hundy  to  be  there.  The  commissioner  wrote  for 
aoch  bishops  as  were  in  Scotland  to  keep  this  coaneil  day,  but 
none  durst  compear  except  the  archbishop  of  St  Andrew's,  who 
was  <AanceUor.  The  marquis  of  Huntly  rode  over  quietly.  The 
eommissioners  bein?  come,  and  the  council  set,  compeared  the 
earl  of  Rothes,  and  lord  Lindsay  and  lord  Loudon,  as  coni« 
ttiisrioners  for  the  nobles,  and  rest  of  the  Covenanters,  and 
gave  in  a  petition  craving  the 'Book  of  Canons,  Book  of  Com* 
inon  Prayer,  the  High  Commission,  Book  of  Ordination,  Five 
Articles  of  Perth,  and  some  other  things  to  be  discharged,  and 
that  no  bishop  should  have  power  or  place  in  council,  nor  ad* 
Mit  any  minister,  without  consent  of  bis  brethren  of  the  ministry 
within  his  diocese,  for  such  reasons  as  was  contained  in  their  pe« 
tition :  to  the  which  the  commissioner  answered,  he  should  do 
iiis  best  that  the  Book  of  Canons,  Ordination,  Common  Prayer, 
High  Commission,  and  Articles  of  Perth,  should  be  continued, 
and  none  to  be  urged  therewith  while  a  general  assembly  should 
be  kept,  and  a  parliament  to  follow ;  as  to  the  rest,  he  said,  he 
had  no  commission  to  answer ;  but  this  commissioner  was  ac- 
eotding  to  the  Covenanters'  own  mind,  being  fully  assured  of 
Ms  fiivour ;  and  the  only  thing  that  they  wei«  seeking  was  a  ge« 
aeral  assembly,  and  a  parliament,  whereof  now  they  had  good 
hopes.  The  coaneil  eonveened  again  on  the  morrow,  where 
the  arohbislH>p  still  sat  as  chancellor,  but  th^e  was  nothing 
oonduded  for  the  peace  of  the  country.  It  is  said  that  the  mar- 
quis of  Hamilton,  commissioner  aforesaid,  after  or  at  the  last 
oonndl  day,  desired  the  earl  of  Rothes,  lords  Lindsay  and  Lou- 
don, to  loose  and  break  this  confederacy,  wbilk,  in  presence  of 
the  lords  of  council,  they  refused  to  do  :  whereupon  be  would 
discharge  this  their  convocations,  and  bands  of  confederacy,  by 
open  proclamation  at  the  cross  of  Edinbargb ;  but  they  hearing 
of  this,  eonveened  in  great  multitudes  in  arms,  to  protest 
against  the  same.  Whereupon  the  commissioner  continued  this 
proelaaaation  till  he  advertised  the  king ;  and  the  council  dis- 
*olved.  In  the  mean  time,  the  earl  of  Mar,  being  constable  of 
the  castles  of  Edinburgh  and  Stirling,  and  ■■  Olen^pas,  cap« 
tabs  under  him  in  Bdinborgh,  could  not  get  provision  but  by 
Msion  of  the  Covenanters,  who  straitly  began  to  watch  the 
I  day  and  night.    Marvellous  that  they  shoiJd  use  the  king's 

M  so  I  Wt  they  alleged  they  did  not  wrong,  because  their 

Misngths  were  devised  to  defond  the  conntry.  As  this  business 
was  ^oing,  word  comes  to  the  nuirquis  of  Huntiy  that  his  lady 
was  vetfy  sick  within  the  laird  of  Cluny's  lodgings  in  Old  Aber-« 
deen,    whew  she  was  dwelling  for  the  tipie;   he  hasted  him 
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home,  but  before  he  came  she  was  dead*  Great  lameot^tlm 
was  made  for  this  matchless  lady :  she  departed  upon  Tharsday 
the  14th  of  June,  about  midnight;  the  marquis  comes  not  till 
Sunday  thereafter ;  caused  shortly  convoy  down  her  corps  out 
of  said  lodging  to  the  college  kirk,  with  some  company  an4 
torch  light,  where  her  corps  lay  till  the  26th  of  June  tbere<* 
after.  Her  corps  was  transported  upon  the  night  £rae  the  coU 
lege  to  the  chapel  upon  the- Castle-hill  of  New  Aberdeen,  a|i4 
upon  the  28th  of  June,  about  twelve  hours  of  the  day,  she  was 
lifted,  and  at  her  lifting  the  town  of  Aberdeen  caused  shoot  the 
haill  ordnances.  She  is  convoyed  with  multitudes  of  people  in 
honourable  manner,  having  her  corps  carried  upon  the  bearers 
of  a  coach,  and  led  by  horses  under  a  mourning  pale,  and  buried 
in  St.  John  the  Evangelist's  Isle  (or  Bishop  Leighton's  Isle)  on 
the  north  side  of  St.  Machar's  kirk,  with  great  mourning  and 
lamentation.  He  made  choice  of  this  burial  place,  and  left  the 
ancient  burial  place  of  his  forbears  and  famous  father  within  the 
south  isle  of  the  cathedral  of  Elgin,  and  bought  this  isle  frae  the 
bishop,  ministers,  and  elders  of  Old  Aberdeen,  to  remain,  a 
burial  place  for  him  and  his  posterity,  and  whilk  he  resolved  to 
re-edify  for  that  effect.  Upon  the  morrow,  after  her  burial,  the 
marquis  in  high  melancholy,  lifted  his  household,  and  flitted 
hastily  to  Strathboggie,  having  ten  children  of  singular  erudi-* 
tion  with  him. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  commissioner  advertised  the  king  of 
the  proclamation,  and  of  the  Covenanters'  convocation  to  protest  $ 
now  he  gets  order,  and  causes  make  proclamation  at  the  Cross 
of  Edinburgh  to  dissolve  this  covenant  and  convocation,  under 
the  pain  of  treason;  whereof  they  were  timeously  advertised^ 
and  therefore  conveened  in  multitudes,  and  made  protestation 
against  the  same,  and  took  instrument  in  the  hands  of  notars^ 
whereof  the  clerk,  young  Mr.  Gibson,  was  one.  Then  the  mar- 
quis of  Hamilton,  commissioner  foresaid,  rode  back  to  the  king ; 
the  session  is  called  back  to  Edinburgh  from  Stirling,  and  sits 
down  upon  the  3d  of  July,  but  little  or  nothing  was  done,  in  re- 
spect to  these  troublesome  times. 

Upon  the  20th  day  of  July,  the  marquis  of  Montrose,  the  lord 
Couper,  the  master  of  Forbes,  the  laird  of  Leys,  the  laird  of 
Morphia,  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  minister  at  Leuchars  in 
Fife,  Mr.  David  Dickson,  minister  at  Irvine,  and  Mr.  Andri^w 
Cant,  minister  at  Pitsligo,  as  commissioners  for  the  Cove- 
nanters, came  altogether  to  New  Aberdeen.  The  provost  and 
baillies  courteously  salutes  them  at  their  lodging,  offers  them  a 
treat  of  wine,  according  to  their  laudable  custom,  for  their  wel- 
come ;  but  this  their  courteous  answer  was  disdainfully  refused^ 
saying  they  would  drink  none  with  them,  till  first  the  covenant 
was  subscribed ;  whereat  the  provost  and  baillies  were  somewhat 
offended,  and  suddenly  took  their  leave ;  cansed  deal  the  wine  in 
the  bead-house  among  the  poor  men,  whilk  they  had  so  disdain^ 
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fUlly  refoMdy  whereof  the  like  was  never  done  to  Aberdeen  in 
no  man's  memory^. 

Upon  the  mom,  being  Sunday,  these  three  covenanting  minis- 
ters intended  to  preach,  bnt  the  town's  ministers  Icept  them 
therefrae,  and  preached  themselves  in  their  own  pulpits.  They 
seeing  themselves  disappointed,  go  to  the  earl  Marischal's  Close, 
where  the  lady  Pitsligo  was  then  dwelling,  a  rank  puritan ;  and 
llie  said  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson  preached  first,  next  Mr. 
David  Dickson,  and  lastly  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  all  on  the  said 
Sonday;  and  diverse  people  flocked  into  the  said  close  to  hear 
thir  preachers,  and  see  this  novelty.  It  is  said,  this  Mr.  Hen* 
derson  read,  after  his  sermon,  certain  articles  proponed  by  the 
divines  of  Aberdeen,  amongst  which  was  alleged,  they  could  not 
snbscribe  this  covenant  without  the  king's  command,  whereunto 
he  made  such  answers  as  pleased  him  best. 

Upon  the  morn,  being  Monday,  they  all  three  preached  again 
after  other  ¥nthin  the  said  close.  Many  auditors  was  there, 
whereof  some  subscribed  the  covenant :  such  as  Patrick  Leslie, 
burgess;  John  Leslie,  his  brother;  Mr.  Alexander  Jaffray;  sun- 
dry of  the  name  of  Burnet,  and  other  burgesses  of  Aberdeen '; 
and  likewise  Mr.  John  Lundie,  master  of  the  grammar  school, 
common  procurator  for  the  king's  college ;  Mr.  David  Lindsay, 
parson  of  Belhelvie ;  Mr.  Andrew  Melvin,  parson  of  Banchory 
Devenick ;  Mr.  Thomas  Melvil,  minister  at  Dyce ;  Mr.  Walter 
Anderson,  minister  at  Kinellar ;  Mr.  William  Robertson,  minis- 
ter at  Footdee ;  and  sic  like,  contrary  to  all  men's  expectation  : 
Dr.  William  Guild,  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  minister  at  Banchory  Ternan; 
but  thir  two  subscribed  this  covenant  with  some  limitations  and 
restrictions,  whereof  the  tenor  followeth : — 

Limiiaiums  and  Restriciiont  of  Dr.  William  Guild,  minister  at  Aberdeen, 
and  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  minister  at  Banchory,  anent  the  subscribing  of 
the  Covenant. 

"  Doctor  WilUsin  Guild  and  Mr.  Robert  Reid  have  subscribed  the  covenant 
made  by  the  noblemen,  barons,  gentry,  and  ministers,  anent  the  maintenance 
of  religion,  his  miyesty's  authority  and  laws,  with  these  express  conditions,  to 
wit :  That  we  acknowledge  not  nor  yet  condemn  the  Articles  of  Perth,  to  be 
unlawful  or  heads  of  popery,  but  only  promise  (for  the  peace  of  the  church, 
and  o4ier  reasons)  to  fbrbear  the  practice  thereof  for  a  time.  Sfdly,  That  we 
ocmdemn  not  episcopal  government,  secluding  the  personal  abuse  thereof.  Sdly, 
That  we  atiU  retain,  and  shall  retain,  all  loyal  and  dutiful  subjection  and  obe- 
dience ttbto  our  dread  sovereign  the  king's  majesty ;  and  that  in  this  sense,  and 
no  Otherwise,  we  have  put  our  hands  to  the  foresaid  covenant.  These  noble- 
men, barons,  and  ministers,  commissioners,  under  subscribing,  do  testiify,  at 
Aberdeen,  the  80th  of  July,  1638.  Likeas,  we,  under  subscribers,  do  de- 
clare, that  they  neither  had,  nor  have  any  intention  but  of  loyalty  to  his  ma- 
joty,  as  the  said  covenant  heart." 

H  3 
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And  «o  thtr  redttictians  weee  adbserib^  m  »  ft^^hy  iUM^ 
88  follows  :  MantrosCf  Couper^  Forbes,  Morphit^  lipSf  Maader^ 
son,  Dicksofh  CcmJt,  and  left  in  the  mid  Dr.  Guild's  own  keaping. 
This  Guild  was  one  of  the  king's  own  chaplaina,  ikf  the  Chapal 
Royal ;  and  he  sets  out  a  printed  paper  directed  Mb  the  nolmf » 
baronsy  gentry>  burrows,. and  Qthers  of  the  combinatkni  of  taa 
covenant,  printed  at  Abeirdeeti,  in  anno  1639,  .wishing  no  mram 
to  be  raised  againlst  the  king.  Notwithstanding  of  all  QAt  ehrnkty 
he  subscribed  the  covenant  abaolutely  without  limitalion. 

But  the  forenamed  commissioners,   before  this^  went  fiNifil 
Aberdeen,  down  through  the  presbyteries  of  Buohaa,  andigit 
many  subscriptions  of  ministers  and  laica  to  their  eovenantb 
They  past  out  of  Aberdeen  upon  the  23d  of  July,  and  returned 
back  there  again  upon  the  28th'X>f  July,  andgot  the  rafaaeini* 
tions  of  Aberdeen,  as  ye  have  heard.    They  were  but  few  in 
e6mpany— -about  thirty  horse ;  and  multitudes  resorted  to  ^bem 
besides,  out  of  Buchan,  Mar,  Meams,  and  Ghurioch,  whosnV 
scribed.    In  end,  thir  commissioners  departed  south  of  AberdeMb 
Upon  the  8th  day  of  August,  John  Dugar,  of  whom  meotiDii 
}s  made  before,  came  with  his  companions  to  the  kird  of  Gorse^ 
jbis  bounds,  and  spulaied  the  ground ;  and  spufaded  Mr.  Thomas 
Forbes,  minister  at  Lochell's  house;  and  caressed  the^Mag^ 
-lieges  grievously  wherever  he  came,  in  Strathisla,  and  cAmt 
places.     He  would  take  their  horse,  kine,  and  osen,  and  «afise 
the  owners  compensate  and  pay  for  their  own  gear.    He  gn^ 
himself  out  to  be  the  king's  man,  and  so  might  tdra  and  oppress 
'the' Covenanters  at  pleasure.   He  troubled  tl^  merchants  at  Bari- 
tholomew  fair,  and  caused  them  to  pay  soundly.     He  took  out 
6f  the  laird  of  Corse's  bounds  a  brave  gentleman  tenant  dweUtng 
there,  and  carried  him  with  him;  and  sent  word  to  the  kir^ 
desiring  him  to  send  him  a  thousand  pounds,  whilk  the  lords  of 
council  granted  to  his  name  for  taking  of  Gilderoy,  or  then  he 
would  send  his  man's  head  to  him.     The  laird  of  Corse  rode 
shortly  to  Strathboggie,   and  told  the   marquis,   who   quickly 
wrote  to  McGregor,  to  send  back  Mr.  George  Forbes  again,  or 
then  he  would  come  himself  for  him ;  but  he  was  obeyed,'  and 
came  to  Strathboggie  haill  and  sound,  upon  the  15th  of  Angusl^ 
(where  the  laird  of  Corse  stayed  till  his  return)  without  pay<- 
ment  of  any  ransom,  syne  returned  home.    But  this  Dogiar  was 
slain  thereafter. 

This  doctor  John  Forbes  of  Corse  happened,  out  of  seal  and 
a  well  meaning  mind,  to  write  a  treatise,  whereof  some-  eciipies 
were  spread  abroad,  touching  our  national  Confession  of  Fsitii 
registrated  in  parliament,  and  concerning  that  other  little  een«- 
iession,  called  general,  which  was  also  called  The  Kmg^s  Qm* 
/esiioHf  and  The  Negative  Confksskm,  containing  the  oath.  This 
written  paper  came  to  the  hands  of  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson, 
aninister  of  Leuchars,  and  Mr.  David  -Dickson,  minister  at  Irvns^ 
and  some  brethren  of  the  ministry,  v^ho  find  fenlt  ^th  the  i 
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iHUmipiH  Jlierdemh  c&Hotrning  Mb  laie  On^eiiiifit^  givte  oiitib 
|>iint,  ift«iino  lead,  'sayiag,  <<  We  told  yod  l>efon,  that  weiid 
no'iMre  aUoir  violences  of  that  kind,  nor  we  did  aHov  the  fedl 
•apersiona  of.  rebellion,  heresy, 'sdnsoi,  and  peijury,.'piit  iqpaa 
4ha  nobteann  and  Yeinanent  Corenantera,"  &e.  wUlk  «nBwesa 
are'sobeeribed  by  the.  said  Mr.  Aieorander  Hendeiaon,  and  Mi; 
David  Didbssn.    fiat  Dr.  Forbes  peroerring  Us  vmtiea'  paper 
to  be  qoasMled  in  aMnmer  foresaid,  in  sndi  dangerdas  tnne,  sets 
oat  another  pdnted  jpapsry  dedicated  to  the  marquis  of  Himlif) 
oriM  *A  PieaceMe  Warning  to  Urn  People  cf  Sooikmd,  given  in 
ike  year  16S6;  and  in  the^efaee  hejpfaunly  dissfiows  all  ^ber 
capisa,  andboMs  to  theaaid  6nly  perfect  edttma,  'wherein  there 
^sas  no  soeh  words  set  down  as  rebelBoa,  'heresy,  scfaism,  and 
psrjnry.   ^y^this  imprinted  iiaper,  fae'daiaght  he  might  be  free 
of  what  was  written  before,  aoeor^g  to  the  privilege  gnratei 
to  "writes  and  penmoi,  and  to  have  escaped  the  severe  cepsure 
lof 'the  <3oveilanlers ;  wherein  he  was  much  deceived. 
«    Tbe  .asid  doctor  John  Forbes  of  Corse,  doctor  Alescaader 
.Soragj^e^  iministar  bt  Old  Aberdieen,  doctor  William  Lesly^ 
^piianpal  of  the  Khig^a  OoHege,  d6ctbr  Robert  Baron,  mitiiater 
jlt<Abetdeen,  deetor  James  Sibboild,  minister  there,  and  doctor 
Alexander  Ross,  minister  there,  set  out  a  printed  paper,  called 
*€hmeni  <Demande  eoncettAng'  the ' eaid  Owetmnty   &c.  with  the 
intotbreti  their  stoswers  to  th^  same ;  together  with  the  BepHee  the 
^bteeaid  MBmeterj  emd  Prqfisieore  made  io  the  eaid  Answers.;  all 
:|irintednn^one«tdlame,iiated  in  anno  1688;  wherenpon  followed 
-another'  printed  piece,  called  7%e  Answers  of  some  Brethren  qfthe 
iMtUstrgtotke  BeptpofOe  Ministers  md  Professors  of  Divinity  in 
Aberdeen,  concerning  the  late  Covenant,  in  anno  1688^  subscribed 
by  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  minister  at  Leuchars,  and  Mr. 
David  Dickson,  minister  at  Irvine.     Likeas,  the  ministers  and 
pn6ftws»rs  at  Aberdeen  set  ont  another  jprinted  paper  answering 
thereto,  called  ZhqOgsofthe  Ministersimd  Professors  at  Aberdeen^ 
ib-fhe  Second  Answerstfsome  Brethren^  concerning  the  late  Qnxnanif 
^Rad>«abscribed  by  the  said  persons  as  follows,  viz.  John  Forbes 
of  Corse,  doctor  and  proft^r  of  divinity  in  Aberdeen;  Robert 
Bareti,  doctor  and  pirofessor  of  divinity,  and  minister  in  Aber- 
deen ;  Alexander  Scroggie,  minister  of  Old  Aberdeen,  D.  D. ; 
William  Lesly,  D.  D.  and  principal  of  the  King's  College  in 
Aberdeen  ;  James  Sibbald,^D.  D.  and  minister  at  Aberdeen ; 
Alexander  Ross,  doctor  of  divinity,  and  minister  at  Aberdeen, 
But  to  thir  Duplys  the  reverend  covenanting  brethren  made 
ncrver  answer^  that  came  to  print,  as  was  thought  by  some  un- 
answerable.    Thir  writings,  pro  et  contra,  bred  no  small  trouble 
to  many  good  Christian  consciences,  seeing  such  contrary  opi- 
tiions  amongst -the  clergy,  with  a  reformed  settled  kirk,  not 
knowing  whom  to  believe  for  salvation  of  their  souls,  nor  whose 
<»piii]on  they  eboubHUlow  in  thir  troublesome  times. 
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Now,  as  thir  papers  are  going  abroad,  the  archbishop  of  SfC 
Andrew's,  an  old  reverend  man,  high  chancellor  of  Scotland,  is 
forced,  for  fear  of  his  life,  to  flee  into  England,  for  safety  and 
refuge  at  the  king's  hands*  The  bishops  of  Ross,  Brechin, 
Galfeway,  and  Dumblain,  went  all  to  him  also  for  relief.  The 
Idng  was  very  sorry  at  their  overthrow,  but  could  not  for  the 
present  mend  it :  however,  he  gives  order  f(Hr  their  maintenance; 
The  bishop  of  Edinburgh  goes  also ;  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow 
Ijring  bedfast,  might  not  move ;  the  bishops  of  Aberdeen,  Mor- 
ray,  and  the  rest,  bide  at  home  for  a  while  in  rest. 

The  glorious  organs  of  the  chapel  royal  were  broken  down 
masterfully,  and  no  service  used  tnere ;  but  the  haiU  chaplains, 
choristers,  and  musicians,  are  discharged,  and  the  stately  organs 
altogether  destroyed  and  made  useless.  These  uncouth  altera^ 
tions  bred  horrible  fears  in  the  hearts  of  the  country  pei^le,  not 
knowing  what  to  do,  or  whom  to  obey. 

Upon  the  6th  of  August,  James,  earl  of  Murray,  departed 
this  life,  in  his  own  place  of  Damway ;  and  upon  the  mom  was 
quietly  buried  at  the  kirk  of  Dyke,  without  convocation,  pomp, 
or  worldly  glory,  as  himself  had  directed  before  his  decease. 
He  left  two  children  behind  him,  the  one  of  whom  succeeded 
Earl ;  the  other  was  a  daughter,  married  to  the  laird  of  Grant. 
His  lady  lived  not  long  after  him. 

Upon  the  13th  of  August,  the  lord  Gordon  came  frae  court 
home  to  Strathboggie.  He  brought  a  pacquet  of  letters  frae  the 
king  to  the  marquis,  his  father,  wherein  was  also  packed  letters 
direct  from  his  majesty  to  both  Aberdeens,  and  to  the  professors 
of  divinity  and  doctors  of  divinity  of  both  towns,  with  the  mar- 
quis of  Ibmilton's  letter  to  the  said  to^ms  and  doctors,  which 
are  both  copied  verbatim  as  follows : 

CHARLBS  R£X. 

''  Tnuty  snd  well  bdofed^— we  greet  yon  well.  HsThig  midcntood  how 
dntilblly  yon  have  carried  youiBelves  at  this  tine  in  what  ooooeroa  the  good  of 
our  lervice^  and  particularly  in  hindering  some  atrange  miniaters  ftoin  preadi- 
ang  in  any  of  yonr  churchea,  we  have  taken  notice  theieof^  snd  do  give  yo« 
hearty  tbanka  for  the  lamen;  and  do  expect  that,  aa  yoor  carriage  hitherto 
hath  been  good,  so  you  will  continue,  assuring  that  when  any  thing  that  may 
concern  your  good  shall  occur,  we  will  not  he  anmindfhl  of  the  samen  ;  we  hid 
you  ikrewell. 

«'  From  our  Court  at  Qstlands,  the  hwt  of  July,  ISSS." 

This  letter  on  the  back  is  directed  thus— 

•*  To  our  trusty  and  well  helored  the  Ptorost,  Baiflies,  and  Council  ef 
Aberdeen." 

The  Copy  of  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton's  Letter  to  the  Town  of 

Aberdeen : 
•*  Very  loring  lirienda,— I  hold  it  my  duty  to  accompany  this  his  mijesty'a 
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kitcr  with  ihcte  few  litMk  IUfinglie«idiiiieeinyeoiidiigUtlMr,«f  diegieiit 
se»l  yon  bear  to  his  aacred  nujeety's  service,  and  likewise  not  only  yoa»  hot 
your  whole  town,  are  pressed  still  for  to  subscribe  a  oorenant  noways  aeeepU 
able  to  his  migesty ;  and  therefore,  as  his  commissioner,  I  do  earnestly  reqnifv  ' 
yott  carefully  to  avert,  and  so  far  as  lies  in  yoor  power  in  a  fiur  and  peaeeabb 
way,  that  ye  hinder  the  subscription  thereof  by  any  within  yoor  town,  as  y<m 
would  deserve  thanks  fh>m  his  majesty,  and  receive  ikvoor  fine  him  as  oeca* 
sion  shall  offer.  Thns,  with  my  hearty  wiahes  fbr  your  prosperity,  I  rest 
''  Yonr  very  loving  and  affectionate  iVlend, 

CSic  tuhteribUurJ  "J.  HAMILTON. 

''Holyrood  House,  10th  of  Angnst,  1638."      * 

This  letter  is  also  directed  upon  the  back  thus — 

"  For  my  very   loving   friends,    the   Provost,  Baillies,  and  Council  of 
Aberdeen." 

The  King's  Letter  to  the  Doctors  and  Ministers  of  Aberdeen : 

CHARLES  R£X. 

'<  Trusty  and  well  beloved,— we  greet  yon  well.  As  we  did  hear,  with  great 
discontent,  of  the  carriage  of  those  who  call  themselves  Covenanters  in  your 
cities,  which  are  your  charges,  so  we  did,  with  as  great  content,  receive  the 
Dews  of  your  discreet  and  peaceable  opposing  them ;  and  though  we  have  not 
yet  had  time  to  recommend  the  perusing  of  your  printed  queries  to  some  of 
your  own  profession,  whose  judgment  we  purpose  to  ask  therein,  yet  upon  our 
own  resding  of  them  we  find  ourselves  satisfied,  and  thought  good  presently  to 
shew  our  gracious  acceptation  of  the  samen ;  and  that  we  do  hold  them,  both 
with  learning  and  a  peaceable  moderate  style,  answerable  to  men  of  your  pro- 
festton  and  place,  assuring,  that  if  you  shall  continue  according  to  your  power 
in  thia  way,  which  ye  have  begun,  you  shall  therein  do  us  very  acceptable 
service,  which  shall  not  be  forgotten  by  us ;  whereof  no  ways  doubting,  we 
bid  you  heartily  fitrewdl. 

"  From  our  Court  at  Oatlands,  the  4th  of  August,  1638." 

Directed  on  the  back — 

<'  T6  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  the  Ph>fessors  and  Preachers  of  both 
Aberdeens." 

The  Copy  of  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton's  Letter  to  the  said 
Doctors  and  Ministers: 

**  Reverend  gentlemen, — So  soon  as  I  understood,  from  my  lord  marquis  of 
Handy,  of  the  late  proceedings  at  Aberdeen,  I  dispatched  unto  his  m^fssty  the 
Bsme,  (fir  I  met  with  his  lordship's  paequet  in  my  way  to  ScotlaDd,  with  all 
your  printed  qunries)  which  how  well  they  are  accepted  by  his  gradooa  nuu* 
jesty,  you  will  easily  perceive  by  his  own  letter,  which  here  I  send  yon.  I 
hold  it  my  part  to  let  yon  know  bow  aooeptable  to  myself  your  haUl  oanisge 
baa  been,  and  with  what  content  I  read  both  yoor  first  qweriea,  which  I  sent  to 
bis  mijesty>  and  likewise  your  second  xqily,  which  I  have  received  since  ny 
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ftgit^mysNil  gwwlgiB  iniilir.  In 
aawvev  to  jour  int  cboMiid,  I  «m  infinitely  wronged  by  these  three  tninistei^ 
iA»  (widient  the  lent  faspicion  of  truth)  have  aveifitd  tbel  I  Wes  weU  pleaeeA 
•ndpont^nMivtthtbe  eKpieaetionof  the  ooyenant  whkb  was  pnenented  tome, 
as. A  buBjUe  sapplieatknt  of  the  nobles  and  etfaer  CoTenantera ;  and  I  being  eo^ 
|8M|ed  by  bis  sacrad  nnjesty  to  leceive  the  petitions  of  bis  snl^Jects,  and  to  ghn 
anaweis  to  tbsa,  bat  to  that  I  cenld  give.no  other  answer  than  that  t  sboiM 
acquaittt  hw  majesty  therewith,  who  hath  ae  yet  retvmed  none  to  Uieui 
though  I  will  assure  you  his  tnajesty  is  ihr  flom  reeeiTing  any  satisfaction  by 
what  was  eoatained  in  their  supplication  or  explanation,  and  reason  hath  he  so 
to  think  of  it ;  and  what  was  my  sense  and-  speech  to  those  that  did  deliver  it, 
and  how  far  contrary  to  that  they  allied,  diverse  of  the  lords  of  his  mijesty's 
council  can  bear  me  witness,  most  of  which  numb^  tb^  have  wronged  also, 
by  inserting  untruths  in  the  answers  to  your  quvries ;  and  if  justice  be  not 
quite  banished  out  of  the  land,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  denied  against  audi  en- 
himnies  as  they  have  raised  of  me.  Your  last  book  of  demands,  and  reply, 
with  your  answer,  I  purpose  presently  to  print  here,  and  yon  shall  s^  that  I 
shall  clearly  vindicate  myself  from  so  foul  an  aspersion.  In  the  meantime,  I 
end  with  your  hearty  thanks  for  your  learned  pains,  and  pious  and  peaeeable 
style,  and  my  earnest  suit  unto  you  for  the  continuance  in  the  samen,  as  oooa* 
sion  shall  be  offered,  with  assurance  that  I  shall  be  a  faithful  reoommendcr  of 
all  your  endeavours  to  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  as  being  the  duty  of  him 
to  do,  which  will  ever  approve  himself  to  be 

"  Your  very  respectfU  friend, 

CSigned)  ''  J.  HAMILTON. 

»  Holyrood  House,  10th  of  August,  1638.*' 

Directed  on  the  back — 

^  For  my  very  lovtng  friends  the    Profeasors   and   Preachers  of  bolb 
Aberdeens." 

By  this  letter,  you  may  see  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  is  of^ 
fended  with  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  Mr.  David  Dickson, 
and  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  their  answers  to  the  doctors  of  Aberdeen 
their  first  demand^Nbnt  howsoever  he  was  guilty  or  innocent, 
yet  nothing  followed  by  justice  against  the  ministers,  as  he 
writes. 

In  the  meantime,  both  Aberdeens  and  their  doctors  are  so  fiur 
encouraged  by  thir  letters  written  to  them  by  his  nugesVy  and 
his  commissioner,  backed  also  with  the  marquis  of  Huntly^s 
letter  of  recommendation  (who  knew  nothing  but  honesty)  that 
thtfy  stood  out  against  the  Covenanters,  and  bade  by  the  king 
•oonatantly  to  their  great  wreek,  while  the  rest  of  the  hurghs 
•ubsmbed  this  covenant  and  lived  in  peace ;  but  wilfully  Ab6r<» 
daen  stood  out  (ezoept  same  idio  alreihdy  subscribed,  as  ye  have 
heard)  looking  for  hdp  fne  the  king,  but  he  and  they  both  w«r4 
'barne  down,  ay  may  be  seen  in  the  sequel  of  this  history. 

Ye  heavd  bow  the  maiquis  of  Hamilton  rode  to  court ;  he  r»* 
tnrm  bttek  aboai  the  isl  oi  August,  and  oonveens  a  conncil  at 
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fMjvood  HoiSMy  and  in  presence  of  the  lorch  he  produced  eon- 
dry  articles  frae  the  king,  for  reformation  of  some  escapes,  and 
settling  of  the  country,  whereof  the  tenor  is  thas :  Imprimis, 
That  all  ministers  deposed  since  the  1st  of  February  be  reponed 
in  their  places  to  their  former  functions.  2do.  That  all  ministers 
admitted  without  consent  of  their  own  Ordinary  be  deposed, 
dtiD,  That  all  moderators  of  presbyteries  deposed  be  reponed, 
and  those  that  are  in  their  places  deposed.  4to.  That  all  pa* 
rishioners  retire  to  their  parishes  and  sessions,  that  they  may 
ooncor  with  and  assist  their  ministers  in  ancient  form.  5to« 
That  all  bishops  and  ministers  be  paid  their  stipends.  6to.  That 
all  presbyteries  choose  their  moderators,  whereof  the  moderator 
■inst  be  one.  7mo.  That  all  ministers  go  home  and  preach  to 
their  own  parishioners.  8vo«  That  all  bishops  and  ministers  be 
secure  in  their  persons  from  all  hostile  invasion.  9no.  That  no 
laicks  vote  in  choosing  commissioners  of  parliament  frae  the  as- 
sembly. lOmo.  That  all  convocations  cease,  as  well  of  nobility 
and  gentry,  as  bishops  and  ministers,  and  repair  to  their  own 
homes,  that  matters  may  be  settled  in  peace.  11  mo.  To  advise 
to  give  satis&ction  to  his  majesty  anent  the  covenant,  Or  to  re- 
medy the  same. 

It  18  also  said,  that  the  commissioner  brought  with  him  power 
to  indict  a  general  assembly,  with  a  parliament  to  follow  there- 
opon,  if  the  Covenanters  would  bresJc  and  dissolve  their  band 
of  combination,  otherwise  to  charge  them  under  pain  of  treason 
by  open  proclamation  to  that  efiect :  but  the  Covenanters  would 
noways  yield  to  the  dissolving  of  their  band ;  whereupon  the 
commissioner  caused  charge  them  by  open  proclamation  at  the 
mercat  cross  of  Edinburgh  to  brake  the  said  band,  under  pain  of 
treason  ;  but  they  protested  against  the  same,  and  took  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  clerks  of  session,  whereupon  the 
commissioner  desired  the  lords  of  council  to  ratify  and  approve 
the  foresaid  proclamation  as  lawfully  done,  and  done  by  their 
counsel  and  advice.     The  Covenanters  hearing  of  this,  presently 
gave  in  a  supplication  before  the  lords  of  council,  desiring  them 
noways  to  approve  the  foresaid  proclamation,  for  diverse  reasons 
therein  contained.     The  commissioner  hearing  thir  reasons,  de- 
sired a  competent  time  to  acquaint  his  majesty  therewith,  and  in 
the  meantime  all  matters  to  cease  while  his  majesty's  advertise- 
ment, whilk  was  granted.    The  before-written  articles  sent  down 
by  the  king  wef e  not  without  good  cause,  for  the  ringleaders  of 
this  covenant  amongst  the  ministry  left  their  own  kirks,  and 
went  through  the  country  preaching  at  other  ministers'  kirks 
who  were  contrary  to  the  covenant;  deposed  whom  they  pleased, 
and  admitted  in  their  rooms  others  of  their  own  faction ;  but  the 
commissioner  received  no  satisfiu^tory  answer  from  them  anent 
ihe  articles,  to  carry  back  to  the  king.     However,  he  peases  to 
court  with  the  Covenanters^  reasons  of  their  supplicaljon  to  shew 
hia  m^esty,  and  withall  forgot  not  to  write  to  the  dcfctorsand 
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preachers  of  both  Aberdeens,  desiriDg  them  to  continue  constftnt 
and  remove  all  fear,  assuring  them  of  his  majesty's  favour  and 
protection  against  the  Covenanters. 

No  doubt  but  the  doctors  of  both  Aberdeens  were  encouraged 
by  the  marquis'  missive;  but  it. turned  to  their  grief  and  sorrow, 
and  wreck  of  both  Aberdeens,  as  you  may  hereafter  see. 

Now  while  his  majesty's  commissioner  is  riding  to  court,  the 
Covenanters  begin  most  carefully  to  provide  for  men  in  Fife, 
and  other  parts,  and  held  their  public  meetings  and  conventions 
against  the  laws,  and  without  authority,  in  the  Gray  Friar  kirk 
of  Edinburgh,  to  the  marvel  of  many. 

The  lord  Deskford,  about  this  time,  was  made  earl  of  Find- 
later,  whereat  the  lord  Ogilvie  took  exception,  being  nearest  the 
stock,  to  wit,  the  laird  of  Purie-Ogilvie,  and  nobUitate  before 
him. 

Upon  the  8th  of  August,  a  convention  of  burrows  was  held  at 
Stirlmg,  where  it  was  enacted,  that  no  magistrate  should  be 
chosen  through  all  the  burrows  of  Scotland  but  such  as  had  sab- 
scribed  the  covenant.  The  burrow  of  Aberdeen  had  no  commit* 
sioner  there,  because  they  were  not  advertised  with  the  rest,  as 
the  custom  was.  An  extract  was  sent  to  them  of  this  act,  from 
this  convention,  without  any  missive,  whereat  they  marvelled. 

About  the  I5th  of  September,  the  commissioner  returns  baek 
from  court  to  Scotland,  bringing  with  him  the  Confession  of 
Faith  and  Band  of  Maintenance,  word  for  word,  conform  to  the 
first,  and  in  presence  of  the  lords  of  council  produced  his  ma- 
jesty's letter,  declaring  he  was  most  unwilling  to  bring  in  nova- 
tions or  alterations  of  religion  within  the  kirk,  but  to  maintain 
the  Confession  of  Faith,  whilk  he  sent  down  first  to  be  sub- 
scribed by  his  commissioner,  and  next  by  the  lords  of  coonciL 
This  Confession  the  commissioner  also  produced  before  the  said 
lords,  with  the  Band  of  Maintenance,  requiring  and  demanding 
the  said  lords  to  subscribe  the  samen,  conform  to  his  majesty's 
letters,  of  date  at  Oatlands  the  9th  of  September,  16387  and 
likewise  that  the  senators  of  the  college  of  justice,  judges,  or 
magistrates  of  burrow  or  land,  and  all  other  subjects  whatsom- 
ever,  to  renew  and  subscribe  the  said  Confession  of  Faith  and 
Band  of  Maintenance,  whereby  all  fears  of  alteration  of  religion 
might  be  removed  out  of  the  hearts  of  his  good  subjects.  In  the 
which  letters  also  was  contained  a  discharge  of  the  Service  Books, 
Book  of  Canons,  and  high  conunission,  and  discharging  all  per- 
sons from  practising  the  Five  Articles  of  Perth ;  that  ilk  minia- 
ter  at  his  entrv  should  be  sworn  conform  to  act  of  parliament, 
and  no  otherwise ;  that  his  majesty  would  forget  and  forgive  all 
former  disorders,  moved  anent  thir  businesses ;  and  if  they  do 
the  like,  to  be  liable  to  a  parliament-trial,  general  assembly,  or 
any  other  jadges  competent,  as  the  said  letters  of  the  date  afore- 
said, and  imprinted  at  EiUnbni^h,  at  more  length  contained* 
Attour,  his  majesty  gave  Us  commiasioner  warrant  to  indict  a 
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fgnoanX,  anomUy  to  be  holden  at  Glasgow  tha  SIst  of  Noyembery 
1638^  and  a  parliament  to  be  holden  thereafter  at  Edinbiirgb» 
the  15th  of  MaV)  1639,  for  setting  a  perfect  peace  within  the 
kingdom  both  in  church  and  police:  farther,  the  said  letters 
were  ordained  to  be  published  at  the  mercat  crosses  of  the  head 
buTTowa  of  Scotland. 

The  lords  of  council  having  considered  his  majesty's  great 
goodness  in  granting  them  more  than  they  lookecf  for,  and  as 
wonld  seem  more  than  enough,  they  found  themselves  fully  satis- 
fied therewith,  and  made  an  act  thereupon,  promising  to  use 
their  best  means  to  make  his  majesty's  haill  subjects  to  rest  con- 
tent therewith,  and  all  and  every  one  should  testify  their  thank- 
fulness for  BO  great  goodness  received  at  his  majesty's  hands, 
and  to  offer  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his  defence,  and  main- 
tenance of  religion,  whilk  act  was  subscribed  by  the  said  lords 
at  Holjrtood-house,  the  22d  of  September,  1638,  ^  subscribUuri 
Hamilton,  Traquair,  Roxburgh,  Marischall,  iMar,  Murray,  Lin- 
lithgow, Perth,  Wigton,  Kinghom,  Tulliebardine,  Hadding^n, 
Annandale,  Lauderdale,  Kinnoul,  Dumfries,  Southesk,  Bel- 
haven,  Angus,  Lom^  Elphinstone,  Napier,  Dalziel,  Amont,  J. 
Hay,  S.  Thomas  Hope,  S.  William  Elphinstone,  Ja.  Carmichael, 
Jo»  Hamilton,  Blackball.  Attour,  by  another  act  of  council  of 
the  same  date,  the  commissioner  foresaid,  and  lords  of  council, 
unanimously  sware  and  subscribed  the  Confession  of  Faith  and 
Band  of  Maintenance,  whereupon  Sir  Thomas  Hope,  in  his  ma- 
jeely^s  name,  took  instrument,  like  as  the  said  lords  of  council 
set  out  another  act,  ordaining  letters  to  be  published  at  the  head 
barrows  of  Scotland,  shewing  that  his  majesty  had  indicted  a 
general  assembly  to  be  holden  at  Glasgow,  die  21st  of  November 
neKt^  and  to  warn  the  haill  archbishops,  bishops,  commissioners, 
and  others,  to  keep  and  attend  the  said  general  assembly ;  And 
by  another  act  of  tne  same  dyet,  letters  are  ordained  to  be  puh- 
IMied  in  form  foresaid,  declaring  a  parliament  to  foUow  at  Edin- 
bnif^h,  the  15th  of  Alay  next  to  come;  and  further,  the  said 
lords  of  secret  council  caused  warn  (by  open  proclamation)  the 
luttU  nobles,  prelates,  barons,  and  burgesses,  to  keep  the  said 
parliament. 

Upon  the  24th  of  September,  the  said  lords  ordained  his  ma- 
jesty's li^es,  of  whatsomever  estate,  degree,  or  quality,  ecclesi- 
astical or  d^,  to  swear  and  subscribe  the  said  Confession  and 
General  Band,  whilk  Confession  and  Band  shall  be  marked  and 
anbseribed  by  the  clerk  of  council,  and  produced  before  them  to 
be  sabecribed. 

Now  the  commissioners  and  lords  of  secret  council  having 
taken  so  much  pains  to  see  the  Confession  and  General  Band 
(sent  down  by  the  king)  to  be  subscribed  by  the  king's  haill 
lieges,  as  well  as  themselves,  had  sworn  and  subscribed  the 
same,  it  fell  out  shortly  that  they  changed  their  minds,  contrary 
to  thdr  oaths  and  subscriptions,  alleging,  in  the  king's  Confes- 

I  2 
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sion,  episcopacy  was  abjured,  (whilk  was  not),  nor  in  tkeir 
minds  was  so  to  do :  however,  they  renounced  the  Confeasioa 
and  Band  sent  down  by  the  king,  and  adheres  to  the  Confeasioa 
and  Covenant,  abjuring  episcopacy,  to  the  grief  of  the  king  and 
wreck  of  this  country,  as  ye  may  hear.  Albeit,  it  is  well  seen^ 
his  majesty,  to  give  them  content,  granted  diverse  orders,  partly 
to  his  own  prejudice  and  against  standing  laws,  done  as  was 
thought  by  persuasion  of  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  more  Caithfal 
to  the  Covenanters  than  to  his  loving  master  the  king,  by  craft 
and  unparalelled  policy,  whereof  his  majesty  had  never  iniformar* 
tion.  However,  still  the  Covenanters  could  not  be  pleased 
while  their  cup  was  full,  conform  to  the  conclusion  betwixt 
them  and  the  Covenanters  or  malecontents  of  England,  ciuif- 
ningly  and  obscurely  covenanted,  as  hereafter  may  appear,  and 
whereof  you  have  heard  some  before.  The  Covenanters  under- 
standing thir  haill  proceedings,  laid  compt  before  the  incoming 
of  this  general  assembly  to  bear  down  episcopacy;  and  to  that 
effect  drew  up  seven  articles,  and  sent  them  to  the  moderators 
of  the  haill  presbyteries  of  Scotland,  standing  to  their  opinion, 
whereof  the  tenor  follows.  Imo.  If  any  man  enter  in  procesa 
with  ministers  erroneous  in  doctrine  and  scandalous  in  life,  that 
they  be  not  chosen  commissioners ;  and  if  the  presbytery  refuse 
them  process,  that  they  protest  against  thir  refusers,  and  thece* 
after  against  the  election  of  these  ministers  to  be  commissionera, 
and  thereupon  to  take  instrument,  and  extract  the  same*  2do« 
To  have  a  special  care  that  information  be  timeously  made 
against  every  bishop,  with  the  sure  evidences  thereof,  an^nt 
their  miscarriages  in  sundry  presbyteries  and  high  commission, 
urging  entrants  to  subscribe  unwarranted  articles,  receiving  of 
bribes  from  entrants,  staying  of  censure  against  Papists,  giving 
licence  to  marry  without  banns,  the  profanity  of  their  own  lives, 
by  drinking,  whoring,  carding,  dicing,  breaking  of  the  Sabbath, 
the  purchasing  of  the  bishopricks  by  bribes,  their  unhonest 
dealing  in  bargains,  and  abusing  of  their  vassals ;  all  these  and 
such  like,  common  to  all,  and  proper  to  any.  Stio.  To  remem- 
ber the  ministers  to  be  ready  for  disputation  about  the  heads 
which  are  like  to  be  agitated  at  the  assembly,  as,  de  epUcopatu^ 
de  senioribusj  de  deaconaiUy  de  potestate  magistratus  in  ecclesiaa^ 
ticiSf  prtBsertim  in  ccnvocandis  concilifs,  ei  qui  detent  interesse  in 
conciUjsj  de  civili  jurisdictione  ecclesiasticorunh  eortmque  qfficgB 
civilibuSf  de  rebus  adiaphorisy  et  potestate  magistratuum  in  ilUsy  de 
lUurgia  prcesumptOy  de  litibtis  ecclesuBj  seu  lUurguB  AnglicaneBy  de 
juramentOy  de  corruptelis  liturgies  Scoticance  canon,  de  guinque 
Perthensibus  articulis.  4to.  To  choose  three  commissioners  in 
every  presbytery  where  they  can  be  had  well  affected,  and  to 
use  all  means  how  few  be  chosen  in  evil-disposed  presbyteries ; 
let  well-affected  barons  and  ministers  next  adjacent  endeavour 
for  this.  5to.  Consultation  should  be  had  by  the  best  affected 
amongst  themselves  before  the  election,  that,  in  their  choosing. 
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thdr  T<neeB  be  not  divided,  bat  may  oottdescend  together  iijKm 
the  eauie  person.  6tO.  To  use  all  means  for  eschewing  in  the 
dection,  as  far  as  may  be,  chapter  men  who  have  chosen  bishops; 
these  who  have  sitten  in  the  high  commission ;  chapel  men  who 
have  countenanced  the  chapel  ceremonies  and  novations ;  all  who 
offsredto  read  and  practise  the  Service  Book,  Book  of  Canons; 
ministers  who  are  justices  of  peace,  although  they  have  suhscrilH 
#d  the  covenant,  unless  they  have  desisted  and  acknowledged 
the  nnlawfiilness  of  their  former  dealing,  because  those  and  such 
like  will  be  ready  to  approve  these  corruptions  in  the  assembly. 
Tmo.  That  wha*e  any  prime  nobleman  and  well  qualified  gentle- 
man may  be  choeen  in  sundry  presbyteries,  that  he  be  chosen  in 
that  presbytery  where  there  is  greatest  scarcity  of  able  men. 

Now  his  majesty's  letters  of  the  date,  at  his  court  of  Oatlands, 
the  9th  of  September,  1638,  are  published,  read  and  proclaim* 
ed  at  the  Cross  of  Edinburgh,  discharging  the  Service  Book,  Book 
of  Canons,  and  high  commission,  and  dispensing  with  the  Five 
Articles  of  Perth ;  that  the  minister  at  his  entry  shall  give  no 
other  oath  but  such  as  is  contained  in  the  acts  of  parliament ; 
commanding  also  the  lords  of  privy  council  and  all  his  good  sdb* 
jectB  to  subscribe  and  renew  the  Confession  of  Faith,  with  war- 
rant to  indict  an  assembly  and  a  parliament  thereafter  ;  and  that 
his  majesty  forgave  all  bygones,  and  ordained  a  solemn  iGut. 
But  this  gracious  proclamation  was  not  accepted  nor  allowed, 
but  solemnly  prettied  against ;  for  how  soon  they  were  ready 
there  compeared  at  the  mercat  cross  diverse  noblemen,  baronSf 
gfentlemen,  ministers,  and  commons,  with  a  protestation  in 
write  against  the  said  proclamation,  whilk  was  made  upon  the 
22d  of  September,  read  out  by  Mr.  Archibald  Jobnstoun  publiclyt 
Sluing  that  the  Service  Book  and  Book  of  Canons  were  not  so  iar 
discharged  as  they  have  been  urged  by  preceeding  proclamations 
which  gave  approbation  to  the  said  books ;  that  the  practice  only 
of  the  Perth  articles  are  discharged  or  dispensed  with ;  that  pre-* 
lates  were  warned  to  keep  the  general  assembly,  contrary  to  the 
acts  of  the  kirk,  and  their  declinator  and  supplications  craving 
a  free  general  assembly  without  limitation,  using  diverse  rea< 
sons ;  therefore,  they  plainly  refuse  the  subscribing  of  the  cove- 
nant sent  by  the  king,  and  give  the  following  reasons  therefore : 
that  archbishops  and  bishops  shall  have  no  place  nor  voice  in  the 
assembly,  nor  that  they  be  present,  but  to  compear  and  underly 
trial  and  censure  in  life,  office,  and  benefice ;  that  none  who  have 
anbeeribed  the  first  covenant  be  charged  or  urged  either  to  pro- 
Gore  the  subscriptions  of  others,  or  to  subscribe  themselves  to 
any  other  confession  or  covenant ;  and  appealed  frae  the  lords  of 
council  to  the  next  free  general  assembly  and  parliament,  as  only 
supreme  national  judicatories  competent;  that  no  subscription, 
whether  by  the  lords  or  others,  be  any  ways  prejudicial  to  the 
first  covenant ;  withall  warning  and  exhorting  all  men  to  hold 
tlmr  hands  from  all  other  covenants  till  the  next  general  assem- 
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Vfyf  for  flaving  the  oountry  from  oontnoy  oatlw;  that  as  to  Am 
Iring'B  fbigivenefls,  they  protested  what  they  had  done  was  law-* 
fttl.  Thas  18  this  protestation  pabUely  read  out  by  the  said  Mr* 
Ardiibald  Johnstoun ;  whereupon  James  earl  of  Montrose,  ia 
name  of  the  noblemen,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Gibsim,  yoanger  of 
Dorie,  in  name  of  the  barons,  George  Porterfidd,  merehant 
bnrgess  of  Gla^ow,  in  name  of  the  barrows,  Mr.  Henry  RoUocky 
minister  at  Edinbnrgh,  in  name  of  the  ministers,  and  the  said 
Mr.  Archibald  Johnstoun,  in  name  and  behalf  of  all  who  adher- 
ed to  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  Covenant  lately  renewed  with«- 
in  this  kingdom,  took  instmment  in  the  hands  of  three  notars 
peesent  at  the  said  mercat  cross  of  Edinburgh,  before  many 
hundred  witnesses ;  and  what  his  majesty  had  most  grBciously 
done  and  pleasantly  accepted  by  the  lords  of  privy  council,  is 
altoffedier  misregarded  by  thir  Covenanters,  as  by  the  particular 
condescendence  contuned  in  their  imprinted  protestations  at 
large  does  appear.  After  they  had  done  with  protesting  and 
taking  instruments,  they  dissolved. 

Ye  hear  a  little  before  of  an  act  of  council  made  an«it  the 
king's  proclamation  for  subscribing  the  Confession  of  Faith  and 
Band  of  Maintenance ;  the  sam^n  was  directed  amongst  the  rest 
to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  the  earl  Marischall,  the  earl  of  King- 
horn  for  himself,  and  as  tutor  to  the  earl  of  Errol,  the  lo^ 
Forbes,  lord  Fraser,  the  laird  of  Drum,  commissioners  for  the 
shires  erf  Aberdeen  and  Banff,  &c.  with  power  to  them  to  pass 
to  the  several  bounds  above  written,  and  exhibit  the  said  Con- 
fession of  Faith  and  Band  above  specified,  marked  and  sub^ 
scribed  by  the  clerk  of  council,  and  to  require  his  majesty's  lieges 
of  whatsoever  rank  or  quality,  to  subscribe  the  samen,  and  to 
make  report  of  their  diligence  betwixt  and  the  13th  day  of  Nov. 
next.  How  soon  this  proclamatioa,  with  the  covenant  above  ex- 
prest,  was  sent  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  he  most  willingly 
obeyed  and  accepted  the  charge,  (albeit  the  rest  of  the  commis- 
sioners refused  uk  ane  after  another),  and  in  peaceable  manner 
upon  the  4th  of  October,  being  Thursday,  came  to  New  Aber- 
deen,  accompanied  with  his  two  sons  the  lord  Gordon  and  lord 
Aboyne,  the  laird  of  Cluny,  and  sundry  other  barons  and  gentle- 
men, and  produced  and  exhibited  the  Confession  and  Band  above 
exprest  in  presence  of  the  town's  people,  conveened  for  that 
eflbct,  who  very  willingly  subscribed  the  samen  (except  such  as 
were  Covenanters)  upon  paper  copied  from  the  print. 

Upon  Friday  the  5th  of  October,  he  sent  John  Spence,  a  heranld» 
with  his  coat  of  arms,  to  the  mercat  cross  of  Aberdeen,  to  pub- 
lish the  same  proclamation  above  exprest;  but  there  were  stand- 
ing on  the  cross  attending  the  same,  the  lord  Fraser  and  master 
of  Forbes,  with  three  notars  called  Mr.  Robert  Keith,  Mr.  Alex* 
Forbes,  and  Mr.  James  Cheyne,  with  multitudes  of  people  about 
them.  The  herauld  seeing  such  a  convention,  before  he  began 
his  proclamation,  charged  them  in  the  king's  name  to  go  down 
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flmn  the  cro98»  whilk  they  did,  and  stood  npoir  tko  ttreot  fcard 
bende*  How  soon  the  people  were  pat  off  the  cross,  the  lent 
Buurqais  comes  frae  his  lodging,  with  his  sons  and  friends,  and  the 
hard  of  Dram,  sheriff  of  Aberdeen,  as  one  of  the  fiireiaid  ooos* 
miflsioneis,  and  ascended  up  the  cross,  standing  beaide  the 
herauld  nncovered ;  the  drum  beat  and  the  proolamation  poUish* 
ed,  and  the  lord  Fraser  and  master  of  Forbes  came  to  hear  at 
the  south  side  of  the  cross  where  they  stood  first.  The  proeb* 
mation  ended,  the  marquis  gave  a  great  shout,  saying,  God  wk9% 
the  king,  syne  peaceably  left  the  cross ;  but  immediately  the 
lord  Fraser  and  master  of  Forbes  came  to  the  same  place  whero 
the  marquis  stood,  and  made  protestations  against  the  samen,  set 
down  in  write  and  took  instruments,  throwing  the  paper  where- 
on the  protestaticm  was  written  out  of  his  hand  into  the  air,  and 
gave  alHO  a  great  shout  saying,  Ood  save  the  king.  The  people 
eried  out  with  great  joy  at  the  marquis'  shout,  but  few  or  none 
cried  oat  with  the  lord  Fraser.  Then  they  went  home  to  thw 
lodgings. 

Upon  Monday  the  8th  of  October,  the  marquis  came  over  to 
the  tnahop's  house  of  Old  Aberdeen,  whero  the  bishop  himself 
was  present,  with  the  principal  and  r^^ents,  and  haill  body  of 
the  town,  and  there  caused  publicly  read  out  the  foresaid  Con- 
fession and  Band  of  Maintraance ;  after  reading  whereof,  the 
bishop,  principal,  regents,  gentry,  and  haill  commons  of  the 
town  willingly  obeyed  and  subscribed  the  samen,  whose  names 
were  (besides  their  subscriptions)  written  and  noted  upon  ano- 
ther paper ;  but  Mr.  John  Lundie  master  of  the  grammar-school 
subscribed  not  this  covenant.  Whilk  being  done,  the  marquis 
rode  from  Aberdeen  upon  the  9th  of  OctoJ^,  and  directed  the 
foresaid  herauld,  with  the  town's  drummer,  to  Banff  and  Inver- 
ness, to  make  the  same  publication,  with  a  discreet  man  to  re- 
crive  the  people's  subscriptions  which  were  gotten  there,  with- 
out protestations  and  instruments  taken  as  formerly ;  and  this 
noble  marquis  was  ill  rewarded  for  all  his  pains,  as  ye  shall  hear 
afterwards ;  however,  he  reported  his  diligence  to  the  lords  of 
490uncil  before  the  ISth  day  of  November.  It  was  reported  that 
his  majesty  liked  well  both  Aberdeens  and  their  doctor's  con- 
stancy, whereupon  he  makes  New  Aberdeen  sheriflb  within 
themselves,  which  they  never  had  before,  and  that  heritably;  he 
gave  them  the  superiorities  of  the  haill  temple-lands  within  their 
burrow,  and  ratified  their  haill  liberties  in  ample  form;  but  dear 
were  their  favours  bought,  as  ye  may  see  in  diverse  parts  of  this 
atoiy. 

It  was  said  that  the  king  wrote  to  the  doctors  of  Aberdeen,  to 
go  to  this  ensuing  general  assembly,  and  to  contribute  their  best 
affections  for  setding  all  matters,  and  that  the  marquis  of  Huntly 
^advertised  thereof  by  the  commissioners)  directed  them  also  to 
go  to  this  assembly,  but  none  obeyed  for  j^ain  fear;  however 
there  were  ebosen  commissioners,    doctor  Baron  and  doctor 
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SiUbald,  doetor  Guild,  and  Mr.  David  Undaajf  wilh  whom 
went  also  Mr.  John  Lundie,  master  of  the  gramnuuvschooi,  and 
common  proeiuator  of  the  King's  College,  for  such  affairs  as  con- 
cerned  themi  and  to  answer  to  such  complaints  as  happened  to 
be  given  in  against  the  principal  or  membeqs  thereof,  but  had  no 
furUier  commission,  but  went  beyond  his  warrant,  as  ye  may 
hear.  Mr.  James  Harvie,  minister  at  the  New  Kirk,  went  also 
commissioner  for  the  doctors  of  Aberdeen  and  anti«Govenanting 
ministers  within  the  presbytery  thereof. 

The  laird  of  Frendraught,  in  the  month  of  October,  ma«- 
liciously  laid  on  three  several  summonses  against  the  marquis  of 
Huntly,  as  heir  to  his  umquhile  father,  to  hear  a  decreet  trans- 
ferred against  him  for  two  hundred  thousand  merks,  for  his 
skaith  sustained  by  the  light  horsemen,  and  another  decreet 
transferred  for  one  hundred  thousand  merks  of  spoilziation  of 
the  teinds  of  Drumblate ;  a  third  decreet  transferred  for  making 
of  a  new  tack  of  the  said  teinds ;  whilk  decreets  had  been  obtain- 
ed before  at  Frendraught's  instaqce  against  the  marquis'  father; 
but  little  followed  upon  thir  charges. 

Upon  the  third  Tuesday,  and  16th  of  October,  the  provincial 
synod  sat  down  in  the  Collie  Kirk  of  Old  Aberdeen.  The 
bishop  Was  present,  with  many  covenanting  and  anti-covenanting 
ministers.  Thomas  Crombie  of  Kemnay,  and  Mr.  William  Da- 
vidson, sheriff-depute  of  Aberdeen,  came  there,  directed  frae  the 
marquis  of  Huntly,  to  the  brethren  to  subscribe  the  king's  co- 
venant and  band ;  some  obeyed,  some  refused,  and  some  made 
delaying  answers ;  at  last  they  dissolved  in  peace. 

Upon  Sunday  the  28th  of  October,  the  parishioners  of  St. 
Machar's  kirk  were  warned  after  sermon  by  the  reader  to  come 
in  on  Wednesday  next,  and  subscribe  the  king's  Covenant  and 
Band  of  Maintenance;  but  few  came,  and  siclike  a  fast  was 
proclaimed  to  be  keeped  upon  Sunday  thereafter,  before  the 
downsitting  of  the  general  assembly,  which  was  solemnly  kept.    ' 

Upon  the  Ist  day  of  November,  the  court  of  session  sat 
down,  but  there  were  none  of  the  lords  subscribed  this  cove- 
nant of  the  king's,  except  Craighall,  Durie,  Cranston,  and  In- 
nerteill. 

Now  the  Covenanters  are  careful  to  try  what  complaints  or 
faults  could  be  found  in  the  bishops,  and  speak  out  many  things 
•gainst  them,  which  drew  their  names  to  be  odious  among  the 
common  people ;  amongst  the  rest,  the  master  of  Forbes  moved 
some  complaints  against  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  his  own  fa* 
ther's  brother  upon  the  mother's  side,  before  the  presbyteries  of 
Alford  and  Turriff;  which  were  referred  to  the  general  assem- 
bly, and  the  bishop  warned  thereto. 

About  >  this  time,  the  earl  of  Mar,  constable  of  the  Castle  of 
Edinburgh,  disponed  his  right  of  the  samen  constabulary,  as  is 
supposed,  to  the  marquis  of  Hamilton ;  allways  it  was  watched 
by  the  Covenanters,  suffering  nothing  to  be  imported  therein 
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Imt  at  tbeir  diseretion ;  but  how  or  wliom  till,  this  digposition 
was  made  by  Mar,  is  uncertain  ;  but  he  quits  the  place. 

Upon  the  16th  day  of  November,  proclamation  was  made  at 
the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  discharging  convocation  of  the  king's 
lieges  to  go  to  the  ensuing  general  assembly,  and  none  to  come 
there  but  the  chosen  commissioners  and  their  ordinary  servants, 
and  that  in  peaceable  manner  without  weapons,  as  hagbutts,  pis- 
tols, and  such  like,  under  the  pain  of  treason.  But  the  Covenan- 
ters protested  against  the  samen,  saying,  it  was  lawful  for  all  men, 
upon  their  own  charges,  to  resort  to  a  national  assembly  for  in- 
structing of  their  minds  in  matters  of  religion ;  and  it  was  law- 
ful for  them  to  wear  weapons  as  well  as  those  of  the  contrary 
&etion  did.  Thus  without  regard  to  the  king's  proclamation, 
they  went  on  as  pleased  themselves. 

In  the  meantime,  before  down-sitting  of  this  assembly,  the 
haill  archbishops  and  bishops  were  cited  to  compear  before  the 
presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  to  answer  to  the  complaint  of  John 
earl  of  Sutherland,  John  earl  of  Athol,  and  diverse  others  no- 
blemen. The  complaint  was  odious  if  it  had  been  true^  ground- 
ed upon  corrupt  doctrine,  arminianism,  popery,  superstition, 
and  will-worship,  evil  life,  and  many  other  points.  They  are 
called  before  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  who  could  not  well 
be  judges,  and  in  respect  of  their  not  compearance,  this  com- 
plaint is  referred  to  the  general  assembly,  before  whom  they 
durst  not  compear  for  fear  of  their  lives,  albeit  the  king  had 
commanded  them  to  come.  The  complainers  of  set  purpose  were 
holden  out  as  commissioners,  to  the  effect  they  might  compear  as 
parties;  and  upon  the  next  sabbath,  being  the  28th  of  October, 
the  said  complaint  was  read  out  in  the  kirks  of  the  presbytery 
of  Edinburgh  to  make  this  business  odious,  and  therewith 
warned  them  to  compear  before  the  general  assembly,  to  be 
holden  at  Glasgow  the  21st  of  November,  according  to  an  act  of 
the  said  presbytery ;  which  was  but  short  citation,  many  of  the 
said  bishops  dwelling  far  distant. 

Upon  the  21st  day  of  November,  James  marquis  of  Hamilton, 
as  his  majesty's  commissioner,  and  haill  lords  of  council,  with 
many  other  nobles,  barons,  burgesses,  and  clergy,  conveened  in 
Glasgow,  where  the  most  eminent  preacher  of  the  town  preached 
in  the  High  Church  of  Glasgow  in  the  morning ;  and,  after  ser- 
mon, desired  all  present  to  begin  the  action  by  choosing  of  a  mo- 
derator within  the  said  church.  A  while  after  the  assembly  sits 
down,  the  church  gates  were  strictly  guarded  by  the  towq,  none 
had  entrance  but  he  who  had  a  token  of  lead,  declaring  he  was 
a  Covenanter.  There  came  out  of  ilk  presbytery  of  the  kingdom 
to  this  assembly,  one,  two,  or  three  covenanting  ministers, 
with  two  or  three  ruling  elders  who  should  vote  as  they  did. 
Now  all  being  set,  the  doors  closed  and  guarded,  after  prayer, 
as  use  is,  they  began  to  choose  a  moderator ;  but  first  the  com- 
missioner desired  his  commission  to  be  read,  whilk  was  done, 
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and  that  day  dissolved.    The  next  day  a  moderator  is  urged, 
but  first  the  commissioner  desired  his  majesty's  letter  sent  to 
them  to  be  read,  whilk  was  done,  and  then  fell  to  choose  a  mo- 
derator ;  but  Doctor   Hamilton,    minister  of  Glasford,   having 
by  moyan  won  in,  stands  up  as  commissioner  for  the  archbishops 
of  St.  Andrew's  and  Glasgow,  the  bishops  of  Edinburgh,  Gal«» 
loway,  Ross,  and  Brechin,  by  virtue  of  their  subscaribed  war* 
rant,   dated  at   Holyrood-house,  Newcastle,  and  Gla^ow,  the 
16th,  17th,  and  SOth  days  of  November,  1638,  and  presented 
unto  the  commissioner's  grace,  declinators  on  paper  against  the 
unlawfulness  of  this  assembly,  and  desired  the  same  to  be  read, 
whilk  was  refused,  till  first  the  moderator  should  be  chosen ; 
whereupon  the  commissioner,  and  said  Dr.  Hamilton,  both  took 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  register,    and  protested 
against  any  such  election,  and  that  the  samen  should  not  be  pre- 
judicial to  the  king  nor  the  laws  of  the  kingdom.     Mr.  Alexan^ 
der  Henderson  was  chosen  moderator,  and  the  assembly  book^ 
had  to  Edinburgh  by  Mr.  Thomas  Sandilands,  and  frae  that  to 
Glasgow,  which  gave  them  information  how  to  rule  Ushops* 
His  Hither  wanted  his  clerkship,  but  was  well  paid  his  pensions 
out  of  the  bishoprick  of  Aberdeen,  for  sending  thir  books ;  boi 
Mr.  Archibald  Johnston  was  chosen  clerk  in  his  place.     The 
moderator  and  clerk  being  chosen,  the  commissioner  desires  the 
earl  of  Traquair,  treasurer,   the  earl  of  Roxburgh,  lord  privy 
seal,   the   earl  of  Argyll,  the   earl  of  Lauderdale,  the  earl  of 
Southesk,  all  lords  of  secret  council,  and  sir  Lewis  Steuart,  ad- ' 
vocate,  to  be  joined  with  him  as  assessors,  and  to  have  voice  as 
he  had  in  matters  questionable,  as  was  used  in  king  James'  time; 
but   this  desire   was  absolutely  denied,  saving  his  grace   had 
power  to  consult  with  his  assessors,  but  had  not  voice  in  the  as- 
sembly ;  and  if  the  king  himself  were  there,  he  should  have  but 
one  voice  more  than  any  member  of  the  assembly  had— mar- 
vellons  to  see  I  whereof  the  like  was  never  before  at  our  Scottish 
assemblies;   but  thir  articles  were  foreseen   by  the  tables    at 
Edinburgh,  and  order  given  to  refuse  the  samen,  which  the  com- 
missioner beheld  patiently.     The  fourth  day,  they  began  to  read 
their  several  commissions;  the  fifth  day,  they  went  on  in  their 
elections ;  Ihe  sixth  day,  being  the  27th  of  November,  the  eom- 
missioner  urges  again  die  reading  of  the  bishops'  declinators  and 
protestations,    which   was    done  by  Mr.  Archibald  Johnston, 
clerk,  whereat  there  was  much  laughter  by  the  brethren,  and 
much  reasoning  betwixt  the  commissioner  and  them.     Upon  the 
morrow,  the  moderator  desired  the  clerk  to  read  their  answers 
to  the  said  declinators,  and  concludes  to  establish  the  assembly 
as  a  lawful  judicature  against  bishops,  without  the  king's  au- 
thority or  consent  of  his  commissioner,  who  made  still  opposi- 
tion against  the  samen,  and  finding  lay  elders  brought  in  to  give 
voices  in  the  said  assembly,  as  the  ministers  whom  they  had 
chosen  commissioners  before  them  would  voice,  and  no  assessor 
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granted  to  the  king,  and  the  bishops  were  cited  to  compear  be- 
fore snch  judges  as  were  their  mortal  enemies ;  for  these  reasons, 
and  other  disorders  of  this  assembly,  the  commissioner  appear- 
ed to  become  impatient,  and  required  and  commanded  them,  in 
his  majesty's  name  and  authority,  not  to  proceed  any  further, 
and  to  say  prayer  and  dissolve  the  assembly,  protesting,  what 
they  had  done  or  should  do  might  nowise  touch  the  king's  prero- 
gative or  oblige  his  subjects,  nor  that  their  assembly  acts  should 
be  esteemed  lawful,  but  declared  null.  But  the  moderator  de- 
sired his  grace  to  forbear  to  dissolve  the  assembly,  in  simulate 
manner,  and  withal  to  hear  their  answers  to  his  protestation, 
whereof  it  appears  they  were  well  enough  acquainted.  The 
commissioner  refused  to  hear  the  samen  read,  and  commanded 
them  to  rise  under  the  highest  pains,  whilk  they  plainly  disobey- 
ed, and  sat  still ;  whereupon  he  suddenly  starts  up,  and  goes  to 
the  door,  whom  the  lords  of  council  followed,  leaving  their  clerk 
reading  their  answers ;  and  immediately  causes  an  herauld  to  go 
to  the  cross  of  Glasgow  in  his  coat  of  arms,  with  a  proclamation 
made  up  by  him  and  the  lords  of  council,  and  subscribed  with 
their  hands,  and  given  under  his  majesty's  signet,  dated  the  29th 
of  November,  and  by  sound  of  trumpet  discharged  the  said 
general  assembly ;  and,  in  his  highness'  name,  commanded  the 
said  moderator,  commissioners,  and  ruling  elders,  and  all  other 
members  thereof,  not  to  treat,  consult,  or  conclude  any  further 
in  the  said  assembly,  under  the  pain  of  treason,  and  that  they 
should  rise  up  and  dissolve  out  of  the  town  of  Glasgow  within 
twenty-four  hours ;  discharging  also  all  his  majesty's  good  sub- 
jects from  giving  obedience  to  their  pretended  acts,  as  the  let- 
ters raised  thereanent  more  fully  purport;  and  the  commissioner 
Standing  at  the  cross,  hereupon  took  instrument.  But  the  Cove- 
nanters protested,  and  took  instrument  in  the  contrary,  saying, 
his  majesty  had  indicted  this  general  assembly,  whilk  he  nor 
his  commissioner  could  not  dissolve  without  consent  of  the  same 
assembly. 

The  commissioner  directed  the  said  letters  to  be  published  at 
Edinburgh,  and  sends  his  own  declaration  therewith,  and  to  the 
marquis  of  Huntly,  to  cause  publish  ;  syne  goes  to  horse  towards 
Hamilton ;  but  at  his  onlouping  the  earl  of  Argyll,  the  earl  of 
Rothes,  and  lord  Lindsay,  three  pillars  of  the  covenant,  had 
some  private  speeches  with  him,  whilk  drew  suspicion  that  he 
was  on  their  side. 

Here  it  is  to  be  marked,  that  there  was  an  act  of  council, 
4ated  at  Holyrood-house  the  24th  of  September,  1638,  whereof 
the  tenor  follows : 

«'  The  whilk  dty  ane  noUe  eirl,  James  marquis  of  Hamilton,  his  m^Mty's 
eommissSoner,  haviag  produced  before  the  lords  of  secret  council  upon  the'99d 
of  this  insunt,  a  warrant  signed  by  hia  mnjcsty,  of  the  9th  of  Septembetv 
wherein,  amongst  other  of  his  mi^esty's  gradooa  expressions,  for  pxeserTatioa 
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of  the  purity  of  rdigioDi  and  due  obedience  to  his  authority,  in  maintoiatice 
thereof  his  majesty  did  will  and  ordain,  that  the  lords  themseWea  should  sub- 
scribe the  Confession  and  Band  mentioned  in  his  majesty's  said  warrant,  and 
also  should  take  such  order,  as  all  his  majesty's  subjects  may  subscribe  the 
samen.  And  the  said  lords  of  Council,  acknowledging  his  majesty's  pious  and 
gracious  disposition  and  affection  to  the  purity  of  God's  truth,  did,  upon  the 
22d  of  this  same  insUnt  September,  unanimously,  and  with  all  humble,  hearty, 
and  sincere  affection,  swear  and  subscribe  the  Confession  of  Faith,  dated  the  2d 
of  March^  1580,  according  as  it  was  then  professed  within  this  kingdom,  to- 
gether with  the  foresaid  general  Band,  dated  in  anno  1589 ;  and  now  to  the 
effect  that  all  his  majesty's  lieges  may  give  the  like  obedience  to  his  majesty's 
pious  desire,  therefore  the  said  lords  have  ordained,  and  ordain  all  his  miyesty's 
lieges  of  whatsomever  estate, '  degree,  or  quality,  ecdeaiastical  or  civil,  to  swear 
and  subscribe  the  said  Confession,  and  that  according  to  the  tenor  thereof^  and 
as  it  was  then  professed  within  this  kingdom,  together  with  the  said  general 
band  of  the  date  foresaid,  as  they  will  answer  at  the  contrary  upon  their  obe- 
dience ;  and  ordains  officers  of  arms  to  pass  to  the  merest  cross  of  Edinburgh^ 
and  other  places  needful,  to  publish  the  samen." 

Upon  this  act,  the  Covenanters  alleged  that  the  foresaid  Con- 
fession of  Faith  was  understood  to  be  as  it  was  then  professed 
and  received  when  it  was  made,  and  that  in  that  Confession  de- 
fences both  of  doctrine  and  discipline  then  established  is  sworn, 
at  which  time  episcopal  government  being  (as  they  alleged)  abo- 
lished, it  must  needs  follow  that  the  same  government  is  by  this 
late  oath  abjured.     This  act,  so  set  forth  to  give  contentment, 
turns  our  Covenanters  quite  contrary  to  the  king's  opinion,  who 
still  maintained  episcopacy ;  but  they  set  to  b^  it  down,  and 
that  this  act  should  carry  the  sense  of  abjuring   episcopacy; 
whereat  the  commissioner  set  out  a  declaration  in  print,  purg- 
ing himself  of  any  suspicion  which  could  arise  from  the  said  act, 
and  maintaining  episcopacy  to  be  good  and  lawful ;  whilk  im- 
printed declaration  he  caused  publish  and  spread,  to  make  bis 
own  part  good  at  the  king's  hand,  albeit  he  was  very  much  sus- 
pected to  be  on  the  Covenanters'  side.     The  marquis  of  Hamil- 
ton rides  directly  from  Glasgow  to  Hamilton,  and  writes  to  the 
king  of  the  general  assembly's  and  his  own  haill  proceedings, 
where  we  will  leave  him  and  return  to  the  assembly.     They  sit 
still,  but  many  flee  home  for  fear  of  this  proclamation,  such  as 
John  Kennedy  of  Kenmuck,  a  ruling  elder  for  the  presbytery  of 
Ellon ;  Mr.  John  Annand,  parson  at  Kinoir^  Mr.  Andrew  Logic, 
parson  of  Rayne;  Mr.  Joseph  Brodie,  minister  at  Keith;  Mr. 
Thomas  Thoirs,  minister  at  Udny,  and  diverse  others ;  but  their 
removal  was  marked.     Mr.  John  Lundie  being  sent  over  as  agent 
for  the  College  of  Old  Aberdeen,  to  attend  such  affairs  as  hap- 
pened to  occur  concerning  them,  went  beyond  his  commission, 
and  ^ve  in  a  petition  to  the  assembly,  desiring  Mr.  James  San- 
dilands,  canonist,  the  cantor,  the  choristers  and  chaplains  to  be 
removed  as  unnecessary  members  lying  upon  the  Collie  rents, 
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broiq^ht  in  against  the  king's  foundation.    It  was  heard,'  and  m 
eommittee  appointed  to  yisit  the  said  Collie. 

The  aMerobly  goes  on  and  abolishes  the  haill  bishops  of  Scot- 
hind  by  their  acts,  as  follows  :— 

"  The  General  Assembly  having  heard  the  complaints  and  lybels  given  in 
against  Mr.  John  Spots  wood,  pretended  archbishop  of  St.  Andrew's,  Mr. 
Patrick  Lindsay,  pretended  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  pre-* 
tended  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Adam  Bellenden,  pretended  bishop  of  Aber- 
deen, Mr.  Thomas  Sydserf,  pretended  bishop  of  Galloway,  Mr.  John  Maxwell, 
pretended  bishop  of  Ross,  Mr.  Walter  Whitefoord,  pretended  bishop  of 
Brechin,  and  Mr.  James  Wedderbum,  pretended  bishop  of  Dumblain ;  there- 
fore the  said  Assembly  hath  ordained  these  pretended  bishops  to  be  deposed^ 
and  by  thir  presents  deposes  them  not  only  of  the  office  of  commissionary,  to 
have  vote  in  parliament,  counsel,  or  convention  in  name  of  the  kirk,  but  also 
of  all  functions,  whether  of  pretended  episcopal  or  ministry,  declareth  them  in- 
famous ;  and  likewise  ordains  the  said  pretended  bishops  to  be  excommuni- 
cated, and  declared  to  be  of  those  whom  Christ  commandeth  to  be  holden  by 
all  and  every  one  of  the  faithflil  as  ethnicks  and  publicans ;  and  the  sentence  of 
excommunication  to  be  pronounced  by  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  moderator, 
in  face  of  the  Assembly  in  the  High  Kirk  of  Glasgow,  and  the  execution  of  the 
sentence  to  be  intimate  in  all  the  kirks  of  Scotland  by  the  pastors  of  every  par- 
ticular congregation,  as  they  will  be  answerable  to  their  presbyteries  and 
synods." 

.  And  siclike,  by  another  act  of  the  said  assembly,  as  follows, 
VIZ. : — 

*'  The  General  Assembly  having  heard  the  lybels  and  complaints  given  in 
agaiaat  Mr.  Alexander  Lindsay,  pretended  bubop  of  Dunkeld,  Mr.  John 
Gatfafie,  pretended  bishop  of  Murray,  Mr.  John  Graham,  pretended  bishop  of 
Orlmeya,  Mr.  James  Fairley,  pretended  bishop  of  Lismoir,  and  Mr.  Neill 
Gsmpbdl,  pretended  biahop  of  the  Isles ;  therefore  ordains  the  said  bishops  to 
be  deposed,  and  by  ihir  presents  deposes  them  not  only  of  the  office  of  com- 
miflrionary,  vote  in  parliament,  counsel  or  convention  in  name  of  the  kirk,  but 
alao  of  all  Ainctiona  whether  of  pretended  episcopal  or  ministerial  calling;  and 
likewise,  in  case  they  adtnowledge  not  this  assembly,  reverence  not  the  oon- 
stitatiens  thereof,  obey  not  the  sentence,  and  make  not  their  repentance  con- 
fbrm  to  the  order  prescribed  by  this  Assembly^  ordains  them  to  be  excommuni- 
cated and  declared  as  ethnicks  and  publicans,  and  the  sentence  of  excommuni- 
cation to  be  pronounced  upon  their  refusal,  in  the  kirks  appointed,  by  any  of 
those  who  are  particularly  named  to  have  the  charge  of  trying  their  repentance 
or  impenitency ;  and  that  the  execution  of  this  sentence  be  intimate  within  all 
the  kirks  of  this  realm  by  the  parsons  of  every  particular  congregation,  as  they 
will  be  answerable  to  their  presbyteries  and  synods,  or  next  General  Assembly, 
in  case  of  n^ligence  of  presbyteries  and  synods." 

Thus,  by  thir  two  acts,  are  onr  haill  bishops  of  Scotland  de- 
posed, d^;raded,  and  ordained  to  be  excommunicated  in  manner 
foresaid,  without  heai:ing  of  the  bishops  themselves,  who  might 
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not  eovBie  in  regard  of  the  shprtneae  of  thmr  eitation%  and  diirat 
not  compear  before  this  assemUy  for  fear  of  their  li^esy  to  irndfie 
their  own  part  good ;  and  without  the  kingr's  warrant  and 
authority,  which  was  strange  to  see*  Howeirer,  upon  the  18th 
of  December,  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  moderator,  after  ser- 
mon in  the  High  Church  of  Glasgow,  in  presence  of  the  assem- 
bly and  haill  auditors,  read  out  openly  the  said  two  acts,  and 
therewith  excommunicated  the  said  Mr.  John  Spotswood,  arch- 
bishop of  St.  Andrew's,  Mr.  Patrick  Lindsay,  archbishop  of 
Glasgow,  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Adam 
Bellenden,  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Thomas  Sydserf,  bishop  of 
Galloway,  Mr.  John  Maxwell,  bishop  of  Ross,  Mr.  Walter 
Whitefoord,  bishop  of  Brechlu,  and  Mr.  James  Wedderburn, 
bishop  of  Dumblain :  the  rest  of  the  bishops  were  not  at  this 
time  excommunicated.  This  being  done,  and  all  closed,  they 
begin  to  establish  committee  courts,  consistiug  of  nobles,  barons, 
burgesses,  and  ministers,  to  sit  at  Edinburgh,  for  taking  order 
with  refusers  to  subscribe  the  covenant,  refractory  ministers  and 
other  disobedients,  and  of  all  other  matters  which  could  not  be 
overtaken  at  this  time  by  the  assembly.  This  was  the  first  in- 
coming of  committees  that  ever  was  heard  of  in  like  fashion 
within  this  kingdom,  and  which  bred  thereafter  mickle  sorrow 
against  the  king  and  his  loyal  subjects ;  for  within  the  haill 
burrows  of  Scotland,  the  chiefest  men  of  the  covenant  dwelling 
within  ilk  shire,  barons,  burgesses,  and  ministers,  had  their 
committee  courts  sitting,  abusing  the  king's  lieges  with  grievous 
burthens,  levy  of  men,  money,  horse,  arms,  and  taxations  and 
ether  charges,  to  assist  England  in  defence  of  the  covenant  and 
religion  ;  and  besides,  if  any  subject  minted  to  rise  in  defence  of 
the  king^s  authority  in  any  part  within  Scotland,  advertisement 
ran  frae  county  to  county,  while  it  came  to  the  estatesy  and 
suddenly  rose  in  arms  against  such  persons^  Many  evils 
wrought  thir  committee  courts,  which  here  I  cannot  express. 

This  assembly  (without  warrant  of  the  king)  indicts  anotbor 
general  assembly,  to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh  the  13th  of  Auguat, 
1639.  Upon  the  20th  of  December,  they  rose  up  and  dissolved 
frae  this  assembly,  wanting  the  king's  or  commissioner's  ratifi- 
eation  and  approbation,  without  which  it  was  simpliciter  null ; 
bat  they  got  all  their  wills.  Likeas,  the  committee  of  the  said 
assembly  sitting  in  Edinburgh  deposes  Dr.  Elliot,  Dr.  Hanna, 
Messrs.  Alexander  Thomson,  and  David  Mitchell,  all  ministers 
of  Edinburgh,  of  their  offices  and  functions,  for  not  subscribing 
the  covenant. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  commissioner's  discharging  this  assem- 
bly, and  of  his  writing  to  the  king  of  their  haill  proceeding. 
The  king  is  highly  offended,  and  sends  down  to  him  a  procla- 
mation, dated  at  Oatlands,  the  8th  of  December,  1688,  declar- 
ing that  this  assembly  was  holden  without  bishops,  and  they 
ehoosed  their  commissioners  of  the  mimstry  and  laity,  aad 
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•lested  ikm  niodenUor,  mnd  after  iliis  MsenUjr  wbs  diaigfld  to 
me  up  and  diesolTe  under  the  pain  ef  teeaaon,  thai  thejr  dia* 
obeyed  and  aat  atill,  deposed  bi8hep%  and  made  anndry  other  aeta 
withottt  authority ;  therefore  hia  majesty  commanded  and  efaarged 
hie  good  aubjeete  not  to  give  obedience  to  the  said  aawmbty  acta 
or  eoflftmittees  direet  there Arae,  deehnrii^  them  safe  and  free  of 
idl  pain  or  censure  Aat  might  follow  thereon,  diarging  also  all 
presb]rterie%  kirk  sessions,  and  ministers  within  this  realm,  at 
their  meetings  or  in  their  sermons,  that  they  in  no  ways  approve 
or  allow  of  the  said  assembly,  under  the  pain  of  pnniahmenty 
commanding  all  such  as  heard  their  approbation  in  their  ser« 
mons,  to  relate  the  samen  to  the  council,  as  also  charring  all 
judges,  clerks,  and  writers,  not  to  pass  or  grant  any  biU,  aum** 
mens,  letters,  or  execution,  upon  any  act  of  the  said  pretended 


ibly ;  and  all  keepers  of  the  signet,  that  they  should  not 
signet  the  sane ;  showing  also  his  majesty  never  intended  to  ex* 
olnde  episcopacy ;  discharging  his  subjieets  from  subocribing  of 
Band,  giving  oath  or  swearing  and  subscribing  iHie  said  Confea« 
sion  of  Faith,  in  any  other  sense  than  what  is  eontained  in  the 
declaration  manifested  and  emitted  by  his  highness^  eomrnis*' 
sioner ;  likeas  his  majesty  promised,  and  on  the  word  of  a  king 
obliged  him,  by  all  the  royal  authority  and  power  wherewith 
OoA  hath  endowed  him,  to  protect  and  defimd  his  good  subjects 
that  refused  to  acknowledge  the  said  pretended  assembly,  from 
any  just  ground  of  fear  or  danger  for  doing  thereof,  and  to  de^ 
fend  them  in  their  persons  and  goods  against  whatsomever  per- 
aon  or  persons  who  should  dare  to  trouble  or  molest  them,  as  the 
said  letters  at  more  length  purport. 

The  marquis  of  Hamilton  caused  proclaim  thir  letters  at  the 
cross  of  Edinburgh,  but  solemn  protestation  is  made  against  the 
samen ;  he  sent  likewise  the  double  of  the  said  letters,  and  letters 
which  were  proclaimed  at  Glaifpow  before  dissolving  of  the  a»- 
sambly,  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  who,  upon  the  29th  of  No» 
v^ember,  was  come  to  his  own  bouse  in  the  OUtown  to  dwell,  de- 
siring him  to  cause  make  proclamatjon  thereof,  and  of  his  (Mn 
dechwation,  at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  Stonehaven,  and  other 
borrows  in  the  north ;  and  caused,  at  the  comnussioner^s  desire^ 
Rdban  the  printer  in  Aberdeen  imprint  diverse  copies ;  but  still 
protestations  were  made  against  the  samen,  except  in  Aberdeen, 
where  the  marquis  himmlf  waa  present  at  the  proclamation 
thereof.  Thus  the  marquis  diligendy,  upon  his  own  great  ea>- 
pences,  caused  use  thir  proclamations,  which  get  no  obedience, 
but  in  the  end  turned  all  to  nothing;  and  m  the  mean  time,  the 
assemblv  acts  are  boldly  published  through  all  the  parish  kirks 
in  Scotland,  as  well  against  the  depositions  and  exeommonicap 
tions  of  the  bishops  in  manner  foresaid,  as  otherwise^  except 
brave  Aberdeen,  thai  would  in  no  ways  hear  nor  suffer  the  said 
acts  to  be  pi;d>lisbed  witUn  thew  kirks,  till  they  were  compelled 
Ihwetot  sore  agaii|st  their  wills,  as  after  ye  shall  hear. 
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•  Likettt  the  committee  of  theaisembly  craved  letters  of  honw 
ing  against  the  ezcommanieate  bisbope;  bat  how  eoon  they 
were  granted,  Mr.  Jameb  Gk>rdon,  keeper  of  his  majestjr's  sigrnel^ 
woald  in  nomse  signet  the  samen,  bat  went  bis  way  into  Eng^ 
land  with  the  signet,  where  his  master,  Ae  earl  of  Stirlisg,  se^ 
cretary  of  Scotland,  was  remaining,  because  the  king  had  foiw 
bidden  the  samen  by  proclamation,  and  staid  there  while  Octo« 
ber,  1639.  During  his  absence,  the  lords  of  council  devised  all 
letters  passing  the  signet  to  \)e  supplied  by  the  subscription  of 
one  named  (^ige  Hadden.  Such  was  the  order  observed  then 
in  this  kingdom* 

Now,  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  misregarding  his  excommuni- 
cation and  assembly  acts,  preaches  ordinarily  after  his  accus- 
tomed manner  at  Old  Aberdeen,  and  upon  the  2dd  of  Decent* 
ber,  being  Sunday,  gave  the  communion  at  the  said  kirk  to  suck 
of  the  parishioners  as  was  conveened,  and  to  the  marquis  of 
Huntly,  being  dwelling  in  Old  Aberdeen,  his  two  sons,  and 
other  fiiends,  and  to  the  r^ents  of  the  King's  College ;  but  thir 
regents  were  thereafter  censured  for  taking  the  communion  out 
of  an  excommunicated  man's  hands;  likeas  this  bishop's  mouth 
was  shortly  closed,  and  he  forced  to  leave  the  country. 

The  doctors  of  Aberdeen  wero  mainly  encouraged  by  the 
king's  proclamations;  but  they  suflfered  the  smart  of  thmr  writ* 
ings ;  and  as  ye  heard  before  how  gladly  the  lords  of  seowt 
couikcil  had  subscribed  the  king's  confession,  seeing  him  main* 
tain  episcopacy,  they  all  turn,  and  adhere  to  the  confession  and 
covenant  whereby  episcopacy  was  abjured,  to  the  king's  greait 
grief. 

About  this  time,  John  Dugar  and  his  accomplices  took  Alex* 
ander  Forbes,  alias  Plagnie,  out  of  his  own  house  of  Bognridei 
apoiled  his  goods,  bound  his  hands,  and  took  him  sworn  to  pay 
«  certain  sum  of  money ;  syne  left  him  at  liberty.  He  meamad 
himself  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  who  made  him  free  of  his 
oath,  but  he  was  ill  requited  therefor.  This  John  Dugar  was 
the  father  of  Patrick  G^r,  whom  James  Grant  slew,  as  is  said 
before ;  he  did  great  skaith  to  the  name  of  Forbes,  such  as  the 
lairds  of  Corse,  Lesly,  and  some  others,-  abused  their  bounds 
and  plundered  their  cattle,  because  they  were  the  instruments  of 
Oilderoy's  death,  and  the  Forbeses  concluded  to  watch  him 
coming  and  going,  and  get  him  if  they  might  This  made  ban 
oppress  the  Forbeses'  bounds  by  all  the  rest  of  the  country* 

Upon  the  — ~  day  of  — —  Alexander  Keith  of  Balmuir 
brake  ward,  and  was  convoyed  out  of  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdens 
in  a  trunk  to  a  boat  ready  lying  at  the  shore,  and  transp<Hrted 
him  hastily  away,  and  lands  him  in  Angus,  where  he  goes  la 
the  place  of  Inverbrucky,  and  lies  quietly  there ;  the  town  of 
Abeideen  hearing  this,  and  that  they  were  in  great  danger  of 
mickle  debt  for  which  he  was  warded,  sent  shortly  a  company  of 
brave  men»  and  took  him  oi^  of  that  plaoe  perforce;  deliveted 
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him/t»  the  vmfpaiemtm  of  St.  JohnstOQii,  .where  he. was  warded» 
and  in.  great  mieerjr  lived  two  or  three  years,  syne  died. 

The  Covenanters  now  begin  to  watch  the  castle  of  Edinburgh 
mora  Btraiily  than  ever,  both  day  and. night,  and  suffered  noUi- 
ing  to  oonie  in  or  out,  but  by. their  leave*  • 

Doetor  Soroggie  gave  the  communion  on  Yool-day  in  Old 
Aberdeen,  notwithstanding  of  all  the  assembly  acts.  The  mar- 
quis of  Hamilton  caused  transport  by  sea,  in  one  of  the  idng^s 
ahips  called  the  Swallow,  the  king's  plate,  and*  other  tapestry 
lying  in  Holyrood-house,  t<^ther  .with  his  own  plate  and  pie- 
nisldng  out  of  Hamilton,  and  bad  to  London. about: the  last  of 
•December,  and  upon  Yool-even  takes  journey  towards  London, 
where  he  remained  some  time. 

Upon  the  24th  of  Novendber,  Mr.  David  Bellenden, .  son  to 
the  bishop,. and  parson  of  .Kincardine,  departed  this  life  in  his 
fiftther^s  house,  and  without  any  funeral  sermon  was  buried. 


ANNO  1689. 

Upon  the  Sd  of  January,  1639,  the  constable  of.  Dundee  di- 
rected a  messenger-at-anns  to  publish  the  declaration,  and  king's 
proclamation  aforesaid,  at  the  cross  of  Dundee,  as  die  marquis 
caused  do  at  Aberdeen ;  but  there. came  two  baillies,  the  one  cal- 
led Cochran,  the  other  called  Simpson,  and  protested  against 
the  samen,. and  .took  instruments  thereupon,  and  in  the  end, 
after  some  'speeches  between  them  and  the  messenger,  they 
▼idtently  take  and  ward  him  in  their  tolbooth,  without  regard 
to  the  lang  or  his  laws,  where  he  remained  a  long  time,  and 
when  their  will  came,  he  was  put  to  liberty. 
.  Upon. the  5th  of  January,  Dr.  Guild  returns -frae  the  as* 
semUv  home  to  Aberdeen.  Upon  the  mom,  being  Sunday,  he 
intended  to  read  the  assembly  acts  after  sermon,  and  names  of 
the  excommunicate  bishops ;  but  the  town  of  Aberdeen  sent  him 
word  they  would  not  hear  them  read  out  of  their  pulpits,  saying, 
the  king's  proclamation  charged  his  loyal  subjects  not  to  heaf 
•nor  obey  the  samen ;  whereupon  Dr.  Guild  went  and  preaoh- 
ed,.  but  made  no  publication,  but  he  wrote  to  the  table  at  Edin- 
burgh, whereupon  mickle  sorrow  followed  upon  Aberdeen. 
•  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Bdhelvie,  likewise  came,  home 
widi  him,  having  the  like  direction,  and  upon  the  same  Sunday 
be  went  to  the  pulpit  in  his  own  kirk  of  Belhelvie,  but  before 
the  sermon,  the  mar<iuis  of  Huntly  had  there  a  messenger,  with 
a  notar,  publishing  in  priesence  of  the  haill  parishioners  the  de^ 
cdaration  and  prockmation  foresaid,  inhibiting  them  to  bear  or 
obey  the  assembly  acts ;  and  hereupon  instrument  was.taken.b^ 
tbemessei^r  in  the  notar's  hands,  syne  departed ;  but  the  said 
-Mr.  David  Lindsay  boldly  misregarded  thir  proclamations,  mi 
aUfcer  sermon  readont  the  bidU  aaaemMy  acts,  with  the  nan^of 
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iSie  bishops  who  were  deposed  and  ezooiiiiiHiiiieal»»  ss  jre  lurre  be> 
fore,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  bishops  were  only  deposed  but  not 
ezoooimunieate ;  Kkeas  the  index  of  their  haill  acts  was  dicseted 
by  the  table  (as  it  was  now  called)  sitting  in  Edinborgh,  to  the 
haiU  kirks  within  the  diocese  of  Aberdeen,  to  be  intimate  pob- 
liekly  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  order  given  for  holding  a  com- 
mittee to  try  and  censm!^  such  of  the  ministry  as  would  not  sub- 
scribe the  covenant ;  whereupon  some  fled  the  country,  some 
were  deprived  of  their  benefices,  but  most  of  all  came  in,  sware, 
and  subscribed  the  covenant. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  clandestine  band,  made  betwixt  the 
nobility^  ministry,  and  others  of  Scotland,  and  some  of  the 
nobles,  knights,  clergy,  and  others  of  England.  The  troth  is, 
there  were  abuses  in  both  kingdoms  that  needed  reformation,  in 
kirk  and  policy,  whilk  the  country  coiild  not  get  repaired,  so 
long  as  bishops  stood,  who  were  one  of  the  three  estates  in  pftr- 
liament,  followed  still  the  king,  and  in  matters  questionable 
their  voices  cast  the  balance ;  therefore  they  conclude  to  go  on 
upon  a  course,  and  sweep  off  the  bishops  of  both  kingdoms, 
crop  and  root,  and  for  that  effect  to  mske  the  Scots  begin  the 
{day  against  the  established  laws,  and  whether  the  king  would 
or  not,  to  cast  out  our  bishops,  and  they  should  follow,  and  in 
the  meantime,  to  fortify  and  assist  us  quietly,  and  not  suffer  the 
king  to  be  able  to  correct  us,  do  what  we  pleased*  Now  theprin*- 
oipal  men  of  onr  Soots  were  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  the  earls 
€t  Argyi],  Rothes,  and  Cassilis,  the  lords  Lindsay,  Balmerir 
uoch,  and  Couper ;  having  drawn  in  the  body  of  puritan  minis^ 
ters  ^  the  burrows  of  Scotland,  who  first  devised  the  abuse  to 
begin  at  the  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  and  then  to  ascend  by  dcr 
grees  as  ye  have  heard,  which  tended^  to  mickle  sorrow,  bloody 
and  mischief,  tiiroughout  the  king's  haiil  dominions  before  all 
was  done,  and  to  the  unspeakable  grief  of  our  gracious  so*- 
veveign,  whom  they  mightily  abused  without  respect  to  his 
authority. 

Now. about  this  time,  or  a  little  before,  tiiere  came  out  of 
Chirmany,  from  the  wars,  home  to  Scotland,  a  gentleman  of 
base  bii^,  bom  in  Balveny,  who  had  served  long  and  for^ 
tnnately  in  the  German  wars,  and  called  to  his  name  Felt 
Marisehal  Ledy,  his  excellency.  His  name  indeed  was  ■ 
Lesly,  but  by  his  valour  attained  to  this  title  Exedlency,  in« 
Ibrior  to  none  but  the  king  of  Sweden,  under  whom  he  served 
amongst  his  cavalrjiw  This  Lesly  having  conquest  frae  nought^ 
wealth  and  honour,  resolved  to  come  home  to  his  native  country 
of  Seotiand,  and  settle  himself  beside  his  chief  the  eari  of 
Rothes,  as  he  did  indeed,  and  bought  fair  lands  m  Fife :  but 
Ae  earl  foreseeing  the  troubles,  whereof  himself  was  one  of  the 
principal  beginners,  took  hold  of  this  Lesly,  who  was  both  wise 
aadstont,  acquainted  him  witii  the  plot,  and  had  his  adviea-for 
furtherance  thereof  to  his  power;  and  first  he  desired  cannons,  to 
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be  oastiii  the  PotteiviBW  by  one  eaptein  Hamilton ;  he  bigui  ta 
drill  the  eerFe  men  in  Fife,  he  cauMd  to  tend  to  Holland  for 
ammanition,  powder  and  ball,  muskets,  caralunes,  pistols,  pikes, 
swords,  and  all  other  sort  of  necessary  arms  fit  for  old  and 
yoang  soldiers  in  great  abundanoe*  He  caused  send  to  Germany, 
Franee,  Holland,  Denmark,  and  other  coontries,  for  the  most 
expert  and  Yaliant  captains,  lieutenants,  and  other  officers,  who 
eame  in  great  haste  upon  hope  of  bloody  war,  thinking,  as  tikej 
weie  all  Scots  soldicnrs  that  came,  to  make  up  their  fortunes 
upon  the  ruin  of  our  kingdom ;  but  the  Lora  did  otherwise, 
blessed  be  his  name !  He  establishes  a  council  of  war,  consisting 
^  noUes,  colonels,  captains,  and  other  wise  and  expert  persons, 
and  in  Uie  beginning  of  this  month  of  January  began  to  cast 
trenches  about  the  town  of  Leith. 

.  Ye  heard  before  how  the  king's  covenant  was  subscribed  at 
Aheideen,  yet  Mr.  John  Lundie,  master  of  the  grammar-school 
of  Aberdeen,  did  not  (upon  lus  own  reasons)  sulwcribe  the  same 
at  that  time ;  but  upon  the  15th  of  January  he  came  to  the  maiv 
quia  of  Huntly's  house  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  willingly  subscrib- 
ed the  Confession  of  Faith  and  Band  of  Maintenance  of  his  own 
accord,  fearing  trouble* 

.  Upon  the  14th  of  January,  the  name  of  Forbes  had  a  great 
meeting  at  Monymusk,  about  their  own  business*  The  marquis 
of  Huntly  hcbrii^  of  this  meetings  oonveened  his  friends,  about 
ihnee  hundred  men,  at  JBantore,  upon  the  18th  day  of  January. 
It  is  said  he  wrote  for  Monymusx  and  others  his  vassals,  hot 
none  came  to  him,  excesft  the  laird  of  Brux,  of  the  name  of  For- 
bear  they  advised  the  marquis  to  remove  out.of  the  Oldtown,  aikl 
go  dwell  in  New  Aberdeen,  for  some  appearance  of  troublee 
wldlk  was  likely  to  fall  out  in  the  country,  and  that  his  friends 
might  be  better  eased  to  dwell  beside  him  in  New  Aberdeen  than 
in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  diverse  of  his  friends  should  come  in  com* 
potent  number,  time  about,  and  attend  him  upon  their  own  ea^ 
peneeM ;  whilk  council  the  marquis  followed. 

Now  the  committee  of  estates  and  kirk  finding  their  conranant 
subscribed,  and  acts  of  assembly  proclaimed,  and  intimate  in 
peaceable  manner,  except  by  some  of  the  ministry,  the  haill 
bisbops,  and  in  special  the  marquis  ct  Huntly  and  some  of  his 
firienas,  and  most  part  of  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  and  d<»ctofs 
thereof,  who  wilfully  stood  to  the  king's  opinion,  mivegarding 
their  covenant  and  assemUy  acts,  and  not  suffering  the  samen  tb 
beintimiiite  by  Dr.  Guild  within  their  kirk,  as  was  done  through 
the  haill  kirks  of  Scotland,  obediently;  and  that  the  marquis 
opposed  all  their  doings,  by  publishing  the  king's  proclamation 
through  the  north,  thereby  bringing  the  people  to  naislike  their 
covenant  and  hmll  procedure :  these  and.  the  like  motives  the  no- 
bility, barons,  burgesses,  and  ministers  take  to  heart,  and  after 
mature  ddiberation,  resolve  to  raise  asms,  and  to  cause  the 
msrqai»  and  burrow  of  Aberdeen,  doctors,  and  all  other  out* 

L  2 
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standing  rainisterst  to  come  in, '  and  do  tbat  perforoe  wbilk  tbejr 
would  not  do  williiigly,  as  indeed  came  over  true  to  pass,  to 
their  great  grief  and  high  displeasure. 

The  burrow  of  Aberdeen  biding  by  the  king  more  skmtly  than 
wisely,  and  hearing  daily  of  great  preparations  making  in  the 
south,  began  to  look  to  themselVes,  and  to  use  all  possible  means 
for  their  defence ;  likeas  upon  the  1 7th  of  January  ibey  begHar 
to  watch  their  town,  and  nightly- had  thirty^ix  men  in  arms  for 
that  effect ;  they  made  up  their  catbaJods  through  the  baill  streets ; 
they  dressed  and  cleansed  their  cart  pieces,  whilk  quietly  and 
treacherously  were  alt<^ther  poisoned  by  the  Covenanters  with- 
in the  towns,  and  so  rammed  with  stones  that  they  were  with 
gi:eat  difficulty  cleansed.  Thus  the  town  being  nightly  watebed, 
there  came  down  the  street  certain  of  th^rown  collegioners  who 
were  all  Coyenanters'  sons  within  and  without  the  town,  where- 
of Patrick  Lesly,  burgess,  and  Mr*  Andrew  Cant,  ministery 
their  sons,  were  principal  ones ;  the  watch  commanded  them  to 
their  beds,  whilk  they  refused,  whereupon  they  presented  hag- 
butts  to  these  scholars,  syne  went  their  way.  Complaint  was 
made  against  them  upon  the  morrow  for  troubling  the  watch  ; 
they  are  forced  to  come  in  and  acknowledge  their  offence,  and 
come  in  the  town's  will ;  but  sundry  of  them  left  the  town,  and 
went  to  their  covenanting  fathers. 

No.w  about  that  time  there  came  warrant  from  about  twenty*^ 
nine  earls  and  lords,  by  and  attour  barons,  burgesses,  and  minis- 
teirs,  in  written  missives,  and  sealed  with  a  common  seaH  as 
report  passed,  signifying  through  all  Scotland  to  thir  CoveMm- 
ters  the  great  danger  they  were  in  for  religion,  and  that  they 
feared  JGngland  would  rise  against  them,  willing  them  therefioM 
to  take  up  the  baill  rentals  of  Scotland,  as  well  of  friend  as  fo^ 
and. to  ruse<  I3s.  4d.  out  of  ilk  chalder  of  victual  or  rilver  rent, 
for  raising  of  men,  and  that  ilk  sheriffdom  should  try  the  nuwh 
ber  of  their  men,  and  arms,  and  to  have  all  in  readiness  a(  oc- 
casion should  offer,  and  to  levy  colonels,  captains,  ensigns,  and 
Serjeants,  .and  other  officers  to'tndn  up  the  men ;  and- they  order 
how '  commissioners  should  be  chosen  to  sit  three  months  at  the 
council,  table,  in  Edinburgh  their  time  about,  and  likewise  how 
commissioners  should  be  diosen  for  ruling  each  presbytery  tfnd 
parish  in  the  land,  and  set  down  instructions  in  write  about  all 
thir.  businesses,  whi]k  bred  great  trouble  in  uptaking  of  the  ren- 
tal,: and  number  of  men  and  others  above  written. 

Upon  •  the  2dih  of  January,  sir  Thomas  Burnett  of  Leys,  a 
faithful  lover  and  follower  of  the  house  of  Huntly,  and  a  gnat 
covenanter  also,  came  to  Aberdeen,  and  in  friendly  manner  de^ 
dared  to  the  marquis  that  there  was  a  committee  directed-  frae 
the  council  taUe  of  Edinburgh  to  make  publication  of  the  assetti^ 
Uy  acts  at  the  mereat  cross  of  Aberdeen,  and  likewise  to  visit 
the  College  o£  Old  Aberdeen,  and  repair  the  faults  thereol^  and 
demanded  of  his  lordship  how  he  was  pleased  therewith;  to 
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wiioai  th«  marquis;  gttve  no  contented  antflrer,  ag  done  agpdhftt 
the  king's  command;  then  Leys  said,  <  My  lord,  I  fear- these 
things  'will  be  done  by  an  army,'  bnt  the  marqnis  hearkened  not 
thereunto,  and  so  they  parted ;  bat  it  came  oyer  true  to  pass,  not' 
withstanding  the  king's  ptoelamations. 

Upon  Thursday  the  penult  of  January,  the  lord  Fraser,  the 
nnster  of  Forbes,  with  their  friends,  the  laird  of  Frendraoght, 
the  laird  of  Strichen,  the  bailiie  of  Slains  (by  direction  of  the 
earl  of  Kinghom,  the  lord  Yester,  and  laird  of  Anldbar,  aa 
tutors  to  the  earl  of  Enrol)  with  many  others,  conveened  at 
Tnrriff,  for  choosing  their  commissioners,  to  go  to  Edinburgh 
and  remain  for  three  months  upon  the  common  expences  of  the 
country.  The  marquis  hearing  of  this  meeting,  sent  before  an 
berauld  and  caused  proclaim  at  the  cross  of  Turriff  the  procla^ 
nation  and  declaration  foresaid ;  but  at  their  coming  they  lAade 
protestations  i^inst  the  samen,  and  took  instrument  thereupon,' 
and  went  to  the  election  of  the  commissioners,  and  elected  the 
laird  of  Flmidranght  and  laird  of  Strichen  commissioners ;  syne 
dissolved  in  peace. 

There  were  also  meetings  in  Banff,  Elgin,  Forress,  Nairn,  In- 
verness, Dornoch,  and  Thurso,  for  choosing  of  the  commission- 
ers;  but  before  their  meetings  the  marquis  caused  most  carefully 
proclaim  the  foresaid  proclamations  and  declaration  by  an  heranld 
by  tnek  of  drum ;  bnt  still  protestations  were  made,  and  instru- 
ments taken* 

The  town  of  Aberdeen,  seeing  thir  committees,  conveened  the 
township  within  the  tolbooth,  and  began  to  choose  out  captains^ 
ensigns,  Serjeants,  and  other  officers  for  drilling  of  their  men  in 
the  links,  and  learning  them  to  handle  their  arms ;  but  they  lost 
their  travel,  as  ye  Aall  hear. 

Ye- heard  how  the  marquis  of  Huntly  was  advised  to  dwell  in 
New  Aberdeen ;  it  is  said  he  wrote  to  his  cousin  the  earl  Maris- 
dial  for  the  lend  of  his  houssr  in  Aberdeen  to  dwell  in  for 'a  time 
(thinking  and  taking  MarischaL  to  be  on  the  king^  side,  as  he 
was  not)  bnt  he  was  refused ;  but  the  laird  of  Pitfoddels  kindly 
lent  him  his  house,  and  upon  ^ the  last  of  January  he  flitted  out 
«f  Old  Aberdeen,  with  his  hsill  family  and  furniture,  and  there 
•took  lip  house.  It  was  condescended  among  his '  fHends,  that 
twenty-four  gentlemen,  whereof  thwe  should  be  three  barons^ 
ahoidd  weekly  attend  and  serve  this  marqnis  in  Aberdeen  theiV 
week  about;  and  when  twenty-four  went  out,  other  twenty-four 
to  eome  in,  and  daily  to  eat  at  the  marquis'  table ;  and  siclike 
there  .was  eight  gentlemen;  appointed  to  watch  his  lodging  in  the 
flight  their  time  about,  with  fire  and  candle  still  burning  within 
'the  hoose*  *  This  order  began  tobe  keptupon  the  4th  of  February, 
to  tiie'  marqnis'  great  expence,  and  fashery  of  his  kin  and  friends ; 
•bnt  it  did  no  good.  A  fiiend,  as  was  thought,  wrote  to  the 
snarqniS)  -desiring  him  to  have  a  care  of  his  own  person,  where^ 
npon  Ohm  order-  followed,  as  is  -  above  written ;  but'  it  continned 
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0ot*  long$  f6r  the  nmrfus  left  Aberdeen,  a»  y4  diaU  hear  afler^ 


Upon  the  first  day  ef  Fehmary,  the  earl  of  Montrose,  the  earl 
of  Kinghom,  the  laird  of  Auldfaar,  and  diverse  odiear  harons  of 
the  Covenanters  and  gentlemen,  came  to  Forfar,  head  burrow  off 
the  shire  of  Angus,  and  held  a  cmnmittee  (by  direction  of  the 
tables)  within  the  tolbooth  thereof,  to  whom  came  the  earl  of 
Sonthesk,  the  lord  Oplvie,  the  master  of  Spynie,  the  constable 
of  Dunidee,  and  sundry  others  of  the  king's  factiofn.  They  were 
desired  to  subscribe  a  new  oovenant,  abjuring  episcopacy,  &c« 
which  simpliciter  they  refused:  then  they  began  to  stent  %he 
king's  liegoB  within  the  shire  of  Angus.  Sonthesk  asked  by 
iriiat  authority  they  were  thus  stenting  the  king's  lieges?  Mon« 
trose  (being  his  son-in-law)  answered,  their  warrant  was  fvsm 
the  table,  (for  so  were  their  councils  at  Edinburgh  now  called), 
requiring  him  also,  and  the  rest  that  were  present,  to  number 
their  men,  and  have  them  armed,  and  in  readiness  to  assist  the 
taUe.  Soufhesk  answered,  they  were  all  the  king's  men,  sub- 
ject to  his  service,  but  to  no  table,  nor  subject  sitting  thereat ; 
and  that  their  lands  were  not  subject  to  be  stented  nor  their  men 
numbered,  but  at  the  king's  command,  and  in  his  service ;  and 
so  they  weot  away,  leaving  Mdntrose  and  the  rest  in  the  UA* 
booth  of  Forfar  at  tiieir  ccmimittee. 

Upon  Sunday  the  8d  of  Felnruary,  a  solemn  fest  wss  kept  at 
Aberdeen  anent  the  apparent  troubles  of  the  kingdom. 

Upon  the  7th  day  of  February,  Thomas  Fraser,  younger  or 
Striohen,  James  Fraser,  brother  to  the  lord  Lovat,  Mr.  Alex; 
M^Kenzie  of  Cultowie,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Seafortib,  with  the 
town  of  Inverness,  and  many  countrymen,  oenveened  at  the 
said  burgh,  hearing  of  the  coming  of  WilMam  Gordon  v£  Knock- 
eipoek,  at  command  of  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  to  furnish  and 
provide  the  castle  of  Inverness  mth  men,  meatj  and  munitieii ; 
aad  had  with  him  muskets,  powder,  ball,  and  other  necessaries 
for  thateffisct.  But  they  gathered  together,  went  betwixt  him 
and  die  castle,  and  would  not  vufier  him  to  Miter ;  and  violently 
and  masterfully  reft  and  took  free  the  gentleman  his  haiU  anM, 
&c  sajring  this  house  pertained  not  to  the  marquis  nor  to  Ae 
king,  hot  only  was  buik  for  defence  <rfthe  country.  The  gen- 
tleman oould  make  no  pleasant  answer,  but  took  instrument 
against  them,  and  was  Myth  to  win  away.  In  the  mean  time^ 
there  was  a  strait  watch  of  fifty  men  set  nightly  to  keep  tin 
easUe,  fnrnidied  by  the  M'Kensies,  Frasers,  Bosses,  Monre^ 
and  other  country  peoide  and  clans,  and  by  die  town  of  Invert 
ness,  night  about ;  and  they  brake  up  the  gates,  doors,  mod 
windows  of  that  stately  castfo,  spoiled  the  pleasant  pleniihing 
and  rich  library  of  bodES,  and  brought  all  to  nought  within  ths* 
hoQse,  inferior  to  few  in  the  kingdom  for*  dec^rement.  TKe 
gentlemen  returned  back,  told  the  marquis,  but  he  was  finreed 
patiently  to  snflfer  tUs  oppression,  to  his  great  grief  and.skaith* 
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The  table  bad  appointed  a  oommittee  ake  at  Ttirritf  fev  steot- 
ing  the  countiy  ana  numbering  the  men,  as  was  done  befoi«  •! 
Forfar ;  and  to  this  effect,  there  eonveened  the  earls  ef  Mmitvoee 
and  Kinghem,  the  l<»d  Cooper,  with  sundry  ether  barons  nnd 
gentlemen,  about  nine  score,  well  horsed  and  well  armed^  with 
boff  coats,  carabines,  swords,  pistols,  and  the  like  arms.  They 
eame  not  by  Aberdeen;  but  upon  Wednesday  the  13th  of  Febm^ 
ary,  they  lodged  with  the  lord  Fraser  at  his  place  of  Muohalls, 
and  in  the  country  abont ;  and  vfon  the  mom,  being  the  i4th 
of  February,  they  rode  from  thence  to  Turriff,  having  the  lord 
Fraaer,  one  of  the  committee,  with  them,  and  his  friends,  where 
there  met  them  the  master  of  Forbes  with  bis  friends  and  fol-« 
lowers,  another  of  the  said  committee.  The  earl  of  Marischall 
was  not  there  himself,  but  his  men,  tenants,  and  servants  of 
Buchan  and  Mar  was  there;  and  likewise  the  young  earl  of 
Enrol,  his  men,  tenants,  and  servants  of  Buchan  were  there^ 
(albeit  himself  was  but  a  bairn),  about  the  number  of  eight 
hundred  men,  well  horsed  and  well  armed,  together  with  buff 
coats,  swords,  corsets,  jacks,  pistols,  carabines,  hagbutts,  and 
other  weapons.  Thus  they  took  up  the  town  of  Tttrriff#  and 
placed  their  muskets  very  advantageously  about  the  dykes  of  the 
Urk-yard;  and  snob  as  were  of  the  committee  sat  down  within 
the  kirk  thereof,  visi.  Montrose,  Kinghorn,  Cooper,  Fraser, 
Forbes,  as  is  before  mentioned. 

Now  the  masquis  of  Huntly  being  at  the  burial  of  his  aunt^ 
the  lady  Foveran,  and  daughter  to  the  imrd  of  GKght,  short 
while  before  this  time,  and  hearing  of  this  committee  to  be 
balden  at  Turriff,  some  evilrdisposed  person  informed  him  that 
ha  durst  not  be  there  that  day.  The  marquis  incensed  hereat, 
eame  fine  the  burial  to  his  house  at  Aberdeen,  and  i^rtly 
writes  to  his  friends  to  meet  him  without  any  arms  except 
swords;  and  upon  the  said  Wednesday,  the  Idth  of  February, 
he  loupe  on  in  Aberdeen,  having  his  two  sons,  the  lord  Gordon 
and  h»d  Aboyne,  the  earl  of  Findlater,  the  master  of  Rae,  who 
was  by  acoideat  in  Aberdeen,  the  laird  ot  Drum,  the  laird  of 
Banff,  the  laird  of  Gight,  the  laird  of  Haddo,  the  laird  of  ViU 
feddek,  the  laird  of  Foveran,  the  laird  of  Newtoun ;  with  many 
others  that  meet  him.  However,  he  lap  on  iq  Aberdeen,  about 
sixty  hone  with  him,  with*  swords,  hagbutts,  and  pistols  only; 
and  upon  Wednesday  he  came  to  Kelly,  the  laird  of  Haddo's 
house,  at  night.  Upon  the  morrow,  bcang  Thursday,  and  the 
14th  of  February,  he  lap  on ;  and  at  the  Broad  Foord  of  Towie^ 
two  miles  distant  from  Turriff,  the  marquis  himself  began  to 
aak  and  put  his  men  in  order,  and  to  take  the  number  of  them, 
wUcb  was  estimate  to  be  about  two  thousand  brave  well  horsed 
gmitlemen  and  footmen,  albeit  wanting  arms,  except  sword  and 
shot,  aa  I  have  said.  Tims  the  marquis  emne  forward  in  order 
of  battle^  upon  the  north-*weet  side  of  Turriil^  in  sight  of  the 
otb^r  company,  looking  to  one  another,  wiihottt  any  land  of 
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ojfonce  6T  injariooB  words.  The  marquis  baviog  thus  peaceably 
past,  by)  dissolved  his  company,  ilk  man  to  go  home,  and  him-^ 
self  went  that  night  to  Forglen,  pertaining  to  the  laird  of  Banff. 
The  .Covenanters  heard  indeed  of  the  marquis'  coming,  and 
therefore  they  took  in  the  town,  and  busked  the  yard  dykes  very 
eommodiously,  as  I  have  said;  and  seeing  there  was  nothing  but 
peace,  they  hold  their  committee  within  the  kirk  of  Turriff, 
stented,  taxed,  and  numbered  the  men,  ordaining  them  to  be  in 
readinass  with  their,  arms,  to  attend  the  table.  There  came  to 
assist  this  committee  .out  of  Murray,  the  laird  of  Innes,  the 
sheriff  of  Murray,  the  lairds  of  Pluscarden,  Tarbett,  fiivodie, 
and  others,  about  twelve-score  brave  well  horsed  gentlemen. 
Upon  the  said  14th  of  February,  this  committee  dissolved  in 
peace,  and.  the  lords  returned  back  to  Muchalls :  the  rest  lodged 
that  night  at  Inverury  and  Kintore.  Upon  the  morn,  they  rode 
to  Dunotter,  where  they  were  made  welcome,. and  Marisohall 
there  declared  himself  clearly  to  be  a  Covenanter,  whilk  was 
doubtful  before,  and  so  ilk  man  went  home.  The  marquis  oi 
Huntly  came  frae  Forglen  to  Kelly  upon  Friday  at  even,  and 
upon^  Saturday  he  returned  to  his  own  lodging  in  New  Aberdeen. 

This  business  did  no  good  to  the  marquis,  who  was  evil  ad- 
vised and  counselled  to  make  a  show  of  his  strength  and  power, 
without  doing  any  other  service;  for  the  whilk  aud  other  his 
doings,  he  was  with  his  friends  pitifully  borne  down  and  op* 
pressed,  as  ye  may  hereafter  see.  It  was  said  the  marquis,  the 
Dishop,  and  town  of  Aberdeeu,  and  doctors  of  both  Aberdeens, 
had  received  letters  frae  the  king,  thanking  them  for  their  con- 
stancy, entreating  perseverance  to  the  end,  and  approving  the 
doctors  for  their  writings,  promising  to  remember  their  pains* 
and  desiring  the  marquis,  in  a  special  manner,  to  stand  stedfast 
to  his  loyalty;  and  that  he  would  send  to  Aberdeen  3000  soldiers 
ito  defend  the  town  and  north  country  round  about,  with  money, 
powder,  ball,  ammunition,  and  all  other  things  necessary  by 
^ea,  whilk  letters  encouraged  the  marquis,  the  town,  and  aU. 
Likess,  the  marquis  read  this  letter  to  his  people  whom  he  loved, 
going  to  Turriff,  whereat  they  mightily  rejoiced,  and  made  them 
to  stand  out  against  the  Covenanters  to  the .  uttermost,  to  iheir 
great  shame  and  disgrace,  as  ye  may  hereafter  see. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen  fearing  that  this  committee  should  be 
bolden  in  their  town,  coming  back  frae  Turriff,  began  to  make 
preparations  for  their  own  defence,  resolving  not  to  give  them 
entrance,  if  they  happened  to  come ;  and  to  that  efSect  began  to 
big  up  their  own  back  gates,  closes,  and  ports,  have  their  eat- 
bands  in  readiness,  their  cannon  clear  and  in  good  cnrder,  to 
gainstand  them  and  their  doings  (if  they  came)  to  the  uttermost; 
but  they  were  shortly  paci&ed,  because  thir  people  neither  came 
*nor  went  past  by  Aberdeen,  but  rode  the  highway  by  Muchalb. 

Right  suae,  the  members  of  the  King's  College  of  Aberdeen^ 
possest  with  the  like  fear  that  they  should  cpme  and  hold  a 
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eommiUee  witbin  their  collegev  by  procurenieBt  of  Mr*  John 
Lnndiey  as  ye  have  heard,  who,  without  warrant,  desired  the 
bishop  of  Abeideen,  as  alleged  chancellor,  Mr.  James  Sandi* 
lands,  canonist,  and  Dr.  William  Gordon,  doctor  of  medicine, 
to  be  removed,  as  annecessary  members,  iVae  the  said  College ; 
and  unlawfully  brought  in  and  estaUished,  by  umquhile,  Patrick, 
bishop  of  Aberdeen,  against  the  foundation  set  down  by  umquhile 
king  James,  taking  up  the  rents  without  any  lawful  service^ 
whilk  rather  belonged  to  the  masters  and  inward  members  of 
the  said  College,  who  carefully  attended  their  classes  for  up* 
bringing  of  youth.     The  foresaid  petition  was  given  in  before 
the  general  assembly  without  warrant  of  the  College  members, 
yet  .was  well  heard  by  the  assembly,  who  ordained  a  committee 
to  come  and  visit  the  said  College;  the  which  coming  to  the 
masters'  ears,  they  accused  Mr.  John  Lundie  for  passing  by  his 
commission,  and  giving  in  such  a  petition;  and  accused  hint 
before  Bishop. Bellenden,  and  other  outward  members  of  the  said 
Coll^ne,  alleging  he  had  wronged  the  liberties  of  the  house,  by 
drawing  them  under  censure  of  a  committee  of  the  assembly, 
who  were  only  answerable  to  the  king  and  council  for  any  of- 
fence or  oversight;  but  the  said  Mr.  John  Lundie  pleaded  guilty 
and  confessed  his  error,  and  by  an  act  (not  subscribed  with  hii 
hand)  confessed  he  had  no  warrant  nor  commission  to  the  effect 
aforesaid.    But  the  masters  being  under  fear  that  the  committee 
holden  at  Turriff  would  come  and  visit  their  College  in  their 
home-going,  therefore  they  set  their  haill  students  to  liberty,, 
closed  op  the  gates,  and  ilk  man  went  a  sundry  way,  thinking 
if  they  came  they  should  find  fast  gates,  and  no  man  there  to 
abide  their  censure;  but  they  were  disappointed  of  their  expecta- 
tion, and  seeing  they  came  not,  they  conveened  their  scholars, 
and  ilk  man  fell  to  his  own  study  and  charge  calmly  and  quietly. 
About  the  9th  of  March,  there  came  to  Aberdeen  an  im- 
printed declaration,  declaring  how  his  majesty  with   patience 
had  suffered  our  Scots  Covenanters'  disloyal  procedure,  who, 
under    pretext  of  religion,    had  turned  rebels,   without    any 
ground  of  religion  for  their  warrant;  how  they  had  used  fre- 
quent convocations .  of  his  lieges,  guarded  his  castles,  kept  as- 
sembly after  they  were  discharged,  set  down  stents,  taxations, 
and  impositions  upon  his  good  subjects,  for  maintenance  of  war 
againsl  the  laws  of  the  kingdom ;  how  seditious  pasquils  were 
cbily  written  and  printed  and  sent  to  England,  wh«Mreof  his  ma- 
jesty had  seen  the  principal  missive   directed  out  of  Scotland. 
It  likewise  declared  how  by  subscribing  of  this  covenant,  the 
BngUsh  preachers  denied  his  majesty's  supremacy  and  oath  of 
allegiance;   that  his  majesty  would  maintian  episcopacy,  and 
that  he  had  no  mind  to  alter  or  change  any  material  point  of  ro- 
ligioD ;  that  his  Confession  and  our  C<Mifession  of  Faith  was  hot 
one;  that  the  in  bringing  of  the  Service  Books  was  to  make  God 
to  be.  worsbiiq>ed  throughout  all  his  dominions  after  one  form 
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and  manner;  declaring  ako  the  haillCov«nant«cs»  for  ihia  illegal 
procedure,  to  be  tridtors;  and  ordained  this  proclamation  to  be 
read  at  the  church  doors  of  every  parish  church  in  England,  that 
the  Christian  world  might  see  how  he  was  abused,  and  how  his 
majesty  was  forced  to  take  up  arms :  charing,  therrfore,  and 
commanding  the  nobles,  earls,  lords,  knights,  &c.  throughout  all 
England,  to  muster  their  men  and  inroU  their  names,  that  his 
majesty  might  know  their  number,  and  to  meet  him  at  York  in 
their  best  arms,  upon  the  — — *  day  of  March  next  Thir  letters 
were  dated  the  27th  of  February.  How  soon  this  proclamation 
was  published  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen  they  rejoiced  heartily 
thereat,  but  all  their  mirth  soon  turned  into  mourning.  They 
desired  this  proclamation  to  be  published  at  the  Scots  pariah 
kirks  also,  but  none  durst  offer  to  do  the  samen. 

Upon  Sunday  the  24th  of  February,  about  eighteen  gentle- 
men, of  the  names  of  Fraser,  Ross,  and  Cummine,  passing  the 
water  of  Findhom  in  a  fish-boat,  were  pitifully  drowned. 

Upon  the  27th  of  February,  the  earl  Marischall  mustered  his 
men,  tenants,  and  servants,  whhin  his  lands  of  Kintore  and 
Skene,  and  inrolied  their  names  so  strictly  that  few  men  were 
left  to  hold  or  drive  the  plough.  There  was  also  a  meeting 
amongst  the  Forbesses  and  Frasers  at  Monymusk  about  this 
time. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen,  still  trusting  to  the  king's  letters  and 
protection,  and  hearing  the  Covenanters  were  raising  forces  to 
come  to  Aberdeen,  and  compel  them  to  yield  to  their  will,  whe- 
ther they  would  or  not,  resolved  to  bide  the  worst,  and  by  the 
marquis'  advice  began  to  try  what  provision  was  within  the 
town,  in  case  they  were  beBi^;ed ;  next  they  began  to  cast 
ditches  by  his  advice,  and  advice  of  Colonel  Johnstoun,  who  all 
this  time  was  in  the  town  drilling  up  the  town's  soldiers,  and 
upon  the  1st  day  of  March  fell  to  work  and  digged  deep  ditches 
frae  the  Gallowgate  port,  down  the  north  side  of  the  town  to  the 
Castle-hill,  and  about  the  hill ;  and  upon  the  south  mde  of  the 
town  they  raised  up  timber  sconces  anent  the  loch,  whereby  the 
town's  musqueteers  might  safely  stand  and  molest  the  enemy* 
They  had  the  like  sconces  upon  the  Gallowgate  port,  upon  the 
hill.  They  had  eleven  pieces  of  ordnance,  which  was  jdanted 
most  commodiously  upon  the  town  streets,  ilk  piece  having  a 
timber  sconce  for  soldiers  to  defend  the  same;  and  thus  were 
they  busy,  man  and  woman,  making  great  preparations  to  hold 
them  out,  who  would  not  be  holden  out  by  them,  as  ye  may 
shortly  hear. 

Upon  the  said  1st  of  March,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  minister  at 
Pitsligo,  came  with  his  wife  and  children  to  Old  Aberdeen, 
where  he  lodged  all  night ;  and  upon  the  morn,  being  Sunday, 
on  his  journey,  preached  at  Banchory  Devnick,  to  whom  flocked 
several  puritans  out  of  Aberdeen  to  hear  him.  He  was  trans- 
ported from  Pitsligo  to  Newbottle,  and  was  now  upon  his  jour- 
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ney  thither :  a  great  CSoyenantery  very  busy  in  thir  alteratiom^ 
and  a  mortal  enemy  to  the  bisbops.  He  was  thereafter  trana* 
ported  from  Newbotde  to  Aberdeen. 

Nov  the  Covenantera  have  daily  meetings  at  their  cooncil 
table  at  Edinburgh ;  men  taken  up  in  the  south  country,  and 
daily  mastering ;  commissioners  also  appointed  to  take  up  their 
number,  and  see  their  order  and  armour :  they  omitted  no  occa- 
sion to  adTance  their  parposesn  But  the  bishops  lay  still  and 
beheld  all  stedfastly,  depending  on  the  king's  protection  and  de^ 
fence,  as  he  had  often  promised;  and  in  the  mean  time  the 
country  is  brought  under  great  fear. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  John  Hay,  minister  at  RaiFord,  Mr. 
David  Dumbar,  minister  at  Ardclash,  and  William  Ross,  pro- 
vest  of  Nairn,  all  Covenanters  and  commissioners  of  the  general 
assembly,  came  to  Elgin,  met  with  the  bishop  of  Murray  com- 
ing firae  sermon  at  the  kirk  door  of  El^n,  and  there  publicly 
intimate  to  him  of  his  deprivation,  chai^ng  him  also  to  make 
his  public  repentance  ;  whereupon  they  took  instrument.  The 
bishop  seeing  matters  to  go  so,  left  off  to  preach  any  more :  al- 
beit, he  preached  after  \Sb  deprivation  till  now.  He  left  off  to 
preach  ilk  Sunday,  according  to  his  custom,  and  resolves  to 
keep  his  castle  of  Spynie  dose,  and  come  no  more  out,  having 
-  furnished  the  same  with  men,  munition,  and  victuals,  and  re- 
solved to  keep  this  strength  to  the  uttermost ;  but  he  was  forced 
to  give  it  over  before  all  was  done. 

The  king's  proclamation  was  not  suffered  here  to  be  published 
as  in  England,  but  altogether  supprest,  alleging  they  were  there 
all  called  traitors  who  were  of  the  covenant,  against  all  order, 
for  none  should  be  proclaimed  traitors  till  first  they  be  tried, 
assized,  and  legally  convicted  of  treason  in  council  or  parlia- 
ment, according  to  the  Scottish  laws  ;  and  that  his  majesty 
ought  not,  upon  evil  information  of  their  enemies,  go  about  to 
proclaim  them  traitors  without  advice  of  the  lords  of  council ; 
and  so  wonld  not  suffer  them  to  be  published. 

Upon  the  14th  of  March,  there  was  a  meeting  among  the 
nobles  and  others  at  Perth,  where  the  earls  of  Argyll  and  Mon- 
trose, the  lord  Couper,  and  master  of  Forbes,  and  some  others 
were.  It  was  said  Ai^U  wrote  to  his  good-brother,  the  marqnis 
of  HonUy,  desiring  him  to  be  at  this  convention,  or  then  send 
his  eldest  son ;  but  he  wrote  back  his  excuse,  saying,  he  could 
not  come  himself,  and  his  son  was  but  young,  but  he  should 
send  a  commissioner  there,  as  he  did,  and  sent  Dr.  Gordon 
to  Perth.  This  convention  continued  till  the  18th  of  March, 
syne  dissolved.  It  was  said  the  marquis  of  Hnntly  was  desired 
by  A^yirs  letter  to  meet  him  at  Brechin,  but  the  marquis  ex* 
cused  himself,  saying,*  he  could  not  win.  Argyll  ui^^ed  a  meet- 
ing with  him  quietly,  either  at  Brechin  or  Fettereaim,  to  have 
communed  about  thir  aflhirs,  but  he  still  refused.  He  was  also 
diverse  times  advertised  by  some  of  his  friends,  that  if  he  would 
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Naw  «b  1M  marquis  la  liius  deeapied,  die  Oldtown  and  Spit&S 
bounds  was  mustered  upon  the  22d  day  of  March)  and  ranked 
dnd  kimnbered  with  the  inen  of  Seatoun,  in  presence  of  the  bishop 
of  Aberdeien  and  the  laird  of  Clunie  his  baillie  depute,  at  the 
Doveooat  Green,  and  estimate  to  the  number  of  eight  score  men> 
for  the'  most  part  feeble,  weak,  and  unarmed.  The  marquis 
directed  threescore  muskets  and  staves,  powder,  lead,  and  match^ 
and  thirty  pikes  for  helping  to  arm  thir  people,  and  took  their 
tickets  for  the  price  of  restitution  foresaid.  Now  the  Oldtown 
people  thus  armed  with  the  people  of  Spital  and  Seaton,  were  all 
charged  to  go  meet  the  marquis  of  Huntly  the  foresaid  25th  of 
March  at  Inverurie,  with  fifteen  days  lone,  which  they  obeyed, 
and  went  out  of  the  Spital,  Oldtown,  and  Seatoun,  two  hundred 
men,  with  diverse  musketeers  of  New  Aberdeen.  Thus  were  the 
country  people  drawn  to  such  extremity  that  they  knew  not 
whom  to  obey,  whether  the  king's  proclamation  and  lieutenant's 
charges,  or  the  Covenanters'  commands. 

Upon  the  foresaid  22d  of  March,  the  College  of  Old  Aber- 
deen was  left  desolate;  the  masters,  members,  and  students, 
took  all  the  flight,  hearing  the  Covenanters  coming  with  irre- 
sistible forces,  and  closed  up  the  College  gates.  They  had  re- 
ceived before  of  the  marquis'  armour  twenty  muskets,  and  thirty 
pikes,  for  defence  of  the  college,  but  they  did  little  service, 
being  plundered  from  them  afterwards 

Upon  the  25th  of  March,  being  Monday,  the  marquis  went 
tp  horse  at  Aberdeen,  with  one  hundred  horse,  having  the  lord 
Seatoun  then  in  his  company,  with  his  children,  and  rode  alto- 
gether that  same  day  to  Inverurie,  and  left  orders  to  transport 
the  haill  family  out  of  Aberdeen  to  Strathboggie,  whilk  wa^ 
done,  because  he  had  gotten  sure  information  that  the  Covenant 
ters  were  coming  with  an  army  in  all  haste  to  Aberdeen,  and 
against  himself  also.  However  he  rides  forwards  to  Inverurie 
upon  the  hearing  of  the  Covenanters  coming,  and  for  the  parti- 
cular reason  following ;  which  was,  he  being  in  Aberdeen,  there 
came  to  him  James  Burnett  of  Craigmyle,  with  some  other  well* 
aflBocted  friends,  showing  that  the  Covenanters  were  gathering, 
and  that  they  had  a  convention  to  be  at  Old  Montrose,  shortly 
resolving  to  come  to  Aberdeen,  and  publish  the  assembly  act^ 
and  visit  the  Oldtown  college,  and  to  take  order  with  the  Anti* 
covenanters  in  their  country  in  all  haste;  seeing  the  haill  king- 
dom was  obedient  except  Aberdeen,  and  the  marquis,  and  some 
of  the  north,  and  therefore  desired  him,  out  of  love  (without 
any  warrant),  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  behold  them  to  go  on^ 
otherwise  they  were  making  such  preparation  that  they  would 
come  and  might  not  be  resisted.  Thereafter  they  went  to  the 
council  of  Aberdeen,  desiring  them  willingly  to  come  in  and 
subscribe  the  covenant,  obey  the  assembly  acts,  and  suffer  diem 
to  be  published,  and  suffer  the  Oldtown  collq^  to  be  visited, 
and  contribute  in  expences,  and  all  other  things,  with  the  Co«- 
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venantera  fta»  the  hopninBg  of  ihm  bnniiMwi;  oAerwiM  it 
would  sUuid  to  their  shame  and  skaith  beyond  their  eqpeetalioin. 
The  marquis,  the  provost,  and  baillies»  heard  all,  but  gsve  litdo 
answer  to  their  friends ;  however  they  go  to  oonneiU  to  see  what 
was  best  to  be  done,  and  in  the  end  oonduded,  that  the  maiquia 
should  send  to  this  convention,  holden  by  the  Covenanters  at 
Montrose,  two  friends  in  commission,  and  the  town  should  send 
other  two  commissiQners  to  them,  to  understand  thir  Cov^eoan* 
ters'  minds;  likeas  his  lordship  sent  Robert  Gordon  of  Stnloob, 
and  Dr.  Gordon,  medicinar  m  Old  Aberdeen;  and  the  town 
sent  Dr.  Johnston,  physician,  and  George  Morison,  burgess  in 
Aberdeen,  upon  the  21st  of  March,  to  Old  Montrose,  where 
the  earls  of  Montrose  and  Ai^U,  the  lord  Couper,  and  diverse 
other  Covenanters,  had  their  meeting.     The  eommissioners  de- 
clared they  were  sent  frae  the  marquis  and  town  of  Aberdeen 
(hearing  of  their  gathering  of  forces)  to  demavd  if  they  had  any 
intention  against  them,  or  to  pursue,  injure,  mr  molest  them  by 
arms ;  if  they  had  such  intention,  to  advertise  them,  whereby 
they  might  be  upcw  their  guard ;  if  otherwise,  to  send  assuranee 
to  Uiem  by  write  of  their  peaceable  resolutions.     Whereunto  an- 
swer was  made  to  the  said  commissioners,  that  they  were  not 
to  do  any  wrong  violently,  but  to  such  as  stood  out  against  them 
and  their  covenant,  and  that  they  would  strive  to  compel  them 
to  yield  who  would  not  submit  willingly :  further  assurance  by 
write  they  would  not  grant.     The  commissioners  told  how  the 
marquia  and  town  of  Aberdeen  were  peaceably  set,  obediwit  to 
the  king  and  his  laws,  and  daily  wishing  the  weal  and  quiet  of 
the  kingdom,  and  therefore  looked  not  to  be  invaded  or  punished 
without  doing  any  wrong.     The  commissioners  got  no  other  an- 
swer, but  returned  to  Aberdeen,  and  told  the  marquis  and  town 
their  answer,  and  that  there  was  great  appearance  of  trouble  to 
follow,  whilk  bred  no  small  miscontentment  to  the  marquis,  and 
great  fear  to  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen.     Upon  receipt  of  this  an- 
swer, the  marquis  hastily  resolves  to  leave  Aberdeen  in  the 
midst  of  their   distresses,   takes  his  children  with  him,   and 
leaves  direction  to  his  servants  to  flitt  and  remove  themselves  af- 
ter him  to  Strathboggie,  goes  to  horse,  and  upon  the  25th  of 
March  comes  to  Inverurie,  where  there  met  him  about  five  thou- 
sand brave  men,  whereof  there  were  about  one  thousand  horse, 
in  good  order  and  well  armed ;  but  the  earl  of  Findlater,  whom 
he.  chiefly  expected,  came  not  there;  the  marquis  causes  draw 
them  op  in  order  of  battle,  and  was  glad  of  their  coming ;  they 
came,  some  for  fear  of,  and  obedience  to,  the  lieutenantry,  but 
most  part  were  of  his  own  vassals,  friends,  and  followers.   After 
this  view  they  encamped  there  all  night,  and  upon  the  morrow, 
the  marquis  goes  to  cpuncil,  where  it  was  found  expedient  to 
dissolve  this  army,  in  respect  of  the  great  army  coming  from  the 
south,  who  had  great  assistance  here  in  the  north,  ready  to  meet 
them,  which  he  could  not  resist  or  defend.     Whereupon  the 
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iiiarqai8»  after,  vnlh  a  goodcounteiMiiioe,  Aanking^  the  people  for 
their  obedient  coming,  gave  them  leave  to  go  home  without 
more  ado,  and  so  diaeolves  them,  and  he  himself  ridee  to  Strath- 
boggie.  Many  marvelled  ^t  this  purpose ;  some  were  of  opinioa 
that  the  marquis  might  have  stayed  and  given  the  Covenanters 
battle,  others  alleged  that  it  was  most  dangerous,  the  cliance  of 
war  being  unoertain,  so  that  if  he  had  fought  and  been-  over- 
come, his  kin,  friends,  and  thar  lands,  had  been  entirely.  spoiU 
aded,  and  undone,  without  any  appearance  of  help  or  recovery* 
And  thongh  it  happened  him  to  be  victorious,  yet  the  Covenan- 
ters were  able  to  renew  die  battle,  and  bring  the  whole  power  of 
the  country  against  him,  which  he  was  unable  to  gainstand,  and 
had  no  hope  of  help  from  the  king.  Howsoever  men  thought 
of  this  a£Eair,  the  marquis  took  this  course  and  disserved,  as, 
said  is.  "^      ^ 

About  this  same  time,  the  marquis'  foot  post,  called  William. 
Nioolson,  after  going  to  the  king  with,  letters,  in  his  conung 
home  again  was  taken  by  the  Covenanters,  and  his  letters  mas- 
terfully taken  frae  him,  whereat  the  marquis  was  offended,  as  he  . 
had  reason,  for  his  own  letters  were  kept  up  against  himself; 
yet  it  was  willingly  done  by  the  post,  for  which  he  was  after- 
wards hanged. 

Word  came  also  that  the  castle  of  Edinburgh  was  rendered 

by  one  called  Hadden,  brother  to  the  laird  of  Glenlogie, 

under  captain  thereof,  to  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  taken  in. 
by  them. 

The  noble  burrow  of  Aberdeen  being  daily  assured  of  the  com- 
ing of  an  army,  and  considering  and  pondering  the  answer 
which  came  frae  the  Covenanters  to  them,  and  withal  how  the 
marquis  had  left  them,  in  whom  they  had  great  confidence,  and 
of  his  deserting  his  army  at  Inverurie,  and  seeing  no  help  come 
frae  the  king,  they  began  then  to  be  heartless  and  comfortless, 
and  entirely  to  despair,  not  knowing  what  course  to  take ;  the 
town  being  also  divided  amongst  themselves,  some  following  the 
king,  and  some  the  Covenanters.  At  last,  after  diverse  consnlta^ 
tions,  they  concluded  to  give  it  over  and  to  quit  the  cause,  and 
to  think  all  their  pains  and  travel  in  this  business  clearly  lost ; 
and  therefore  seeing  they  were  not  able  to  make  defmce  against 
the  incoming  of  this  army,  resolved  to  cast  their  swords  from 
their  sides,  whilk  were  then  daily  worn  ;  leave  off  their  muster- 
ing, casting  of  ditches,  keeping  of  watches  or  catbands,  remov- 
ed their  ordnanee  off  the  streets  with  their  fortifications,  threw 
open  their  ports,  and  made  them  ready  to  give  the  army  peaoe^ 
able  entrance  within  the  town  without  impediment,  suppose  sore- 
against  their  wills,  and  in  the  mean  time,  each  man  began  to 
look  to  his  own  particular  weal  for  eschewing  this  imminent 
danger;  some  removed  their  best  goods  out  of.  the  way,  others 
fled  the  town  with  their  families;  amongst  others,  there  fled 
beyond  sea  sixty  of  the  bravest  men  and  youths  of  Aberdeen, 
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wttH  armdl  with  ciroBdb^  nmkete,  and  bMidaiMn;  Ihey  todc 
(MM  of  the  town*«  coloun  and  their  drominer  with  theni)  and  i^. 
eolTed  to  go  to  the  king;  Thue  they  aU  fled  hefore  they  ehoold 
bo  eompeUed  to  eoheeifte  the  eovenant,  ooatribate  in  expenaee^ 
or  see  the  aMembly  aete  pablidied,  whilk  they  had  so  long  widi» 
stood  hefore ;  others  bade  within  the  town,  aoch  ae  Mr.  Alenn- 
der  Jafffay,  provost,  the  haillies,  and  other  Covenantera.  About 
Ao  2Mi  of  Mareh,  the  foresaid  sixty  persona  shipped  at  Toms 
in  a  ship  attending  thea  there,  wilsh  whom  shipped  Dr.  Les- 
ly,  principal  of  the  King's  College;  Dr.  Baron,  professor  ^of 
diirinity ;  Dr.  SiUwld,  one  of  the  mtntsters  of  Aberdeen ;  Dr. 
Roas,  and  Dr.  OuiM,  two  of  the  town's  ministers;  bat  Dr.  Ross 
m^^  not  flee,  becaase  he  was  sick  at  that  time.  They  all  fled 
to  England,  except  Guild,  who  fled  to  HoUiuid.  There  also 
ahipped  with  them  the  lairds  of  Drum,  Pitfoddels,  young  Fo» 
▼eran,  and  Balgoony,  with  Mr.  Alexander  Irvine,  Kobsrt  b^ 
viae,  and  some  others;  and  upon  the  said  28th  of  March,  hoist 
up  sail,  and  to  the  Idng  go  they.  Dr.  Forbes  of  Cosae^  Dr. 
Scroggie,  muuster  at  Old  Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Rossp 
readffi,  fled  all  to  the  coimtry.  Mr.  Almcander  Middlekw,  Ikfr* 
Alexander  Garden,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Scroggie,  regents,  with 
Robert  Ogilvie,  sub-principal  of  the  King's  College,  threw  up  the 
gstea  of  the  College,  and  set  the  students  at  liberty,  and  them- 
Sflires  fled  through  die  country.  This  was  done  uptm  the  SSd  of 
March.  The  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  with  John  BcUenden,  hissMi; 
Mr.  John  BcUenden,  his  brother ;  and  John  Blackwater,  his  ser- 
vitor, flees  upon  the  27th  of  March,  and  through  the  country 
gceahe. 

Hie  laird  of  Ethie  in  Angus,  wUh.some  friends,  AntiHN>venaa- 
tens,  fled  his  connibry,  and.shipped  for  France ;  he  is  driven  by 
Ismpest  to  Dunbar ;  they  all  are  taken,  ship  and  goods,  an4 
warded,  yet  upon  conditions  they  are  set  at  liberty,  and  their 
goods  restored. 

Now  our  Aberdeen's  men  and  country  barons  fled  all  to  the 
king  tocompk^  upon  the  disorders  of  the  land ;  but  they  lost  aU 
their  travel,  and  wete  forced  to  come  hraie  again,  except  Dr« 
Banmi  who  died  at  Berwick  in  August,  and  Dr.  Sibhald  stayjsd 
in  England,  Mtod  Dr.  Guild  returned  also  frae  Holland. 

The  bishop  of  Aberdeen  was  ill  thought  of  by  the  Covenanters 
fiw  pneadiiag  ilk  Sabbath  day  tiU  the  24th  of  March,  and  giving 
of  the  communion  after  be  wae  excommunicated,  but  he  preaph- 
ad  no  miyre  after  that.  Thus  the  assembly  foresaid,  without  axk- 
therity  of  the  king,  and  expressly  against  his  coaoonand,  excom- 
flUBUoated  and  dmosad  bishops  as  they  pleaasd,  to  the  admirar 
tioB  of  many,  agamst  the  laws  and  thmr  consdenees. 

Jfow  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh  and  elsewhere  begin  to  preach 
hsUDy  out  of  the  pulpits,  exhw^ii^  the  people  to  maintam  this 
feed  eanae;  whermpon  they  went  on  furiously  by  their  pemuar 
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sion  in-  dttfence  i>f  this  Covenant,  without  the  king's  wamnt  vr 
authority. 

.  The  conncil  table  finding  that  they  had  gotten  obedience 
throttgh  all  the  burrows  of  Scotland,  and  through  the  country 
also,  and  none  to  stand  out  but  Aberdeen,  and  the  doetom 
thereof,  with  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  his  friends  and  followers^ 
and  some  of  the  country  ministers  who  took  their  dependaneo 
frae  the  king  against  them  and  their  covenant,  and  would  not 
hear  the  assembly  acts  published  within  their  kirk,  subscribe 
their  covenant,  nor  contribute  with  them ;  that  they  were  cast- 
ing ditches,  and  using  devices  to  defend  themselves ;  and  that 
the  marquis  of  Huntly  was  dwelling  among  them,  the  bishops 
also  of  the  same  town  giving  advice  and  council ;  that  the 
marquis  had  gotten  home  arms,  with  a  lieotenantry,  to  cross 
their  designs ;  upon  thir  reasons,  and  diverse  others,  they  raise 
arms  in  the  south,  and  hastily  directs  Mr.  James  Baird  and  Mr. 
Gibson,  two  advocates  in  Edinburgh,  to  go  quickly  to  the  north,- 
and  cause  the  Covenanters  there  conveen  and  meet  their  army 
at  Aberdeen,  which  they  did,  and  therewith  resolved  either  to 
bring  the  marquis,  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen  and  their  doctors  and 
ministers,  and  all  other  outstanders,  to  come  in  and  subscribe 
their  covenant,  and  to  do  all  other  obedience  willingly,  other- 
wise to  compel  them  by  force  of  arms  to  do  the  samen ;  and  upon 
this  resolution  they  list  their  army  with  great  diligence.  In  the 
mean  time  the  lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  Forbw,  the  earl  of 
Errol  (being  but  a  young  bairn)  his  men,  tenants,  and  servants, 
under  the  conduct  of  the  laird  of  Delgaty,  the  lord  Pitsligo 
(being  also  but  a  bairn)  his  men,  tenants,  and  servants,  under 
the  conduct  of  Alexander  Forbes  of  Boyndlie  hie  tutor,  with 
diverse  other  barons  and  gentlemen.  Covenanters,  conveened 
upon  the  28th  of  March  at  Kintore,  about  the  number  of  two 
thousand  men,  horse  and  foot,  ready  to  meet  the  SoutUiuML 
Covenanters  at  Aberdeen,  as  they  were  directed.  From  Kim* 
tore  they  came  in  order  of  battle  to  Old  Aberdeen,  where  part 
of  them  were  lodged  that  night,  but  the  most  part  lay  in  the 
fields  about  the  Oldtown,  abiding  the  coming  of  the  other  army; 
upon  whilk  Friday  the  29th  of  March,  there  came  in  the  even- 
ing to  the  north  side  of  the  ToUo-hill,  beside  Banehory-^Devniek 
on  Dee-side,  within  three  miles  of  Aberdeen,  the  earl  of  Mon- 
trose, lord  general,  the  earl  Marischall,  the  earl  .Kingheni>  thb 
lord  Erskine,  the  lord  Carnegie,  the  lord  BIcho,  his  excellency 
Felt  Marischal  Lesly,  with  a  well  prepared  army,  both  of  foot 
and  horse,  drawn  out  of  the  sheriffdoms  of  Fife,  Perth,  Angos, 
Meams,  and  burrows  thereof.  They  were  estimate  to  be  abottt 
nine  thousand  men,  horse  and  foot,  with  the  carriages;  th^y 
had  two  cartons  or  quarter  cannons  following  them,  with  twelve 
piece  of  other  ordnance.  They  might  eadly.ccmie  to  Aberdeeh 
that  ifight,  having  daylight  enough,  but  th^  would  not  oome» 
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bttt  slMtad  Attt  pA^lkuM  upon  the  said  hiU,  and  nsled  tkersi 
all  night.  Upon  the  morrow^  being  Saturdiiy,  they  came  in 
order  of  battle  well  anned  both  on  iKHrse  and  foot,  each  hone^ 
aMa  having  at  least  five  shot,  with  a  carabine  in  his  hand,  two 
pistob  by  his  sides,  and  other  two  by  his  saddle ;  the  pikemenin 
their  nuks  with  pike  and  sword;  the  musketeers  in  their  rank, 
with  musket,  staff,  bandelier,  sword,  powder,  ball,  and  match  ^ 
each  company  both  of  horse  and  foot  had  their  captains,  lieuten- 
ants, ensigns,  serjeaats,  and  other  o£Eicers  and  commanders^  all 
fiir  the  most  part  in  buff  coats,  and  in  goodly  order.  They  had 
five  colours  <Mr  ensigns,  whereof  the  earl  of  Montrose  had  one^ 
iMmng  the  motto  ^^  For  rdigUmy  the  Covenaniy  and  the  CamUryJ^ 
The  earl  of  Marischall  had  one,  the  earl  of  Kinghom  had  one, 
and  the  town  of  Dundee  had  two ;  they  had  trumpeters  to  ilk 
company  of  tuMrsemen,  and  drummers  to  Uk  company  of  footmen  ; 
they  had  their  meat,  drink,  and  other  mrovision  carried  with 
them,  all  dane  by  the  advice  of  the  said  Felt  Marischal  Lesly, 
whose  council,  gnieral  Montrose  followed  in  this  business.  Now 
in  seendy  order  and  good  array  this  army  came  forward,  and 
antered  die  burrow  of  Aberdeen  about  ten  hours  in  the  morning, 
at  the  Upper  Kirk^-gate  Port,  syne  came  down  the  Broadgate 
and  Caatlegate,  out  at  the  Justice  Port,  to  the  Queen's  Links 
Erectly.  Here  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  few  or  none  of  this  army 
WHited  a  blue  ribband,  but  the  lord  Gordon  and  some  others  of 
the  man^piis'  &mily  had  a  ribband  when  they  were  dwelling  in 
the  town,  of  a  red  flesh  colour,  which  they  wore  in  their  hats, 
and  cidled  it  the  EoycU  Ribbandi  as  a  sign  of  their  love  and 
loyalty  to  the  king.  In  despite  and  derision  thereof  this  blue 
ribband  was  worn,  and  called  the  Covenanter^  Ribband  bv  the 
haill  soldiers  of  the  army,  who  would  not  hear  of  the  royal  rib- 
band, soeh  was  their  pride  and  malice.  There  came  to  the 
liaks  the  same  Saturday  frae  the  Oldtown  and  fields  thereabout, 
the  l<«d  FrasOT,  the  master  of  Forbes,  the  laird  of  Ddgatyj  the 
tutor  of  Pitsligo,  the  earl  Marischairs  men  in  Buchan,  with 
divecse  other  bazoos,  their  men,  tenants,  and  servants,  about 
Hke  nmnber  of  two  thousand  horse  and  foot,  and  meet  with  the 
army  in  kindly  manner ;  shortly  after  their  coming,  a  general 
master  was  made  of  the  haill  army,  whidi  was  estimate  about 
eleven  thousand  horse  and  foot,  carriage  horse  and  all ;  muster 
being  made,  all  men  wet'o  commanded  by  sound  of  trumpet  in 
general  Montrose'  name  to  go  to  breakfast  either  in  the  linlcs  or 
m  the  town.  The  gen^nal  himself,  nobles,  captains,  and  com- 
manders for  the  most  part,  and  soldiers,  sat  down  in  the  links, 
and  of  their  own  provision,  with  a  servit  on  their  knee,  took 
tareakfast ;  others  went  to  the  town,  and  as  they  were  command- 
ad  returned  shortly  to  the  army,,  who  complained  that  th^y  were 
net  made  welcome,  and  paid  dear  for  what  they  got.  However 
another  view  was  taken  of  the  army,  and  some  weak  armless 
iiodiea  got  liberty  from  the  general  to  go  home«     Thereafter  the 
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gWMTal  tmat  for  the  provMt>  Mr.  AkirRiritr  iwSbKf^  and  taU 
Urn  that  his  soldiers  who  went  te  the  town  oonld  not.  get  wei« 
eome  nor  meat^  albeit  he  directed  tbeai  to  tshe  noting  torn 
nought)  and  for  such  as  they  get  they  were  extartioned.  He  sMdf 
the  town  of  Aberdeen  upon  their  great  ezpenoee  and  sore  tnvel 
was  casting  ditches  to  stop  their  army,  and  using  maay  o4her 
devices  to  withstand  their  coming,  wherein  tbey  psDvea  aaore 
wilful  than  skilfml,  and  had  lost  aU  their  labour ;  iherefiiM  he 
eonunanded  the  provost  in  all  haste  to  eaose  fill  up  these  ditdiss^ 
to  the  effect  his  army  might  pass  and  repass  without  impedinieniiy 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  see  that  his  soMiers  be  well  entertained 
without  extortion,  as  occasion  offered;  all  which  the  mwTesi 
humbly  promised,  and  performed  by  causing  the  town's  men 
hastOy  fiU  up  the  ditches.  After  these  speeches  the  army  was 
again  drawn  up^  and  the  earl  of  Kinghom  with  fifteen  hnndsed 
men  had  orders  to  go  to  Abertken,  take  in  the  town  and  wateh 
the  same,  and  to  send  after  the  army  two  quarter  cannon,  having 
a  bullet  of  above  twenty-four  pound  eaeh.  Confiom  to  this  eider, 
Bdnghom,  after  he  had  taken  his  leave  of  the  general  m  iks 
links,  came  up  to  the  town  the  same  Satmrday  with  the  UMs 
of  Benholm,  Auldbar,  and  diverse  others  in  has  company ;  the 
earl  with  some  others  lodged  in  skipper  Anderson's,  to  whmn 
same  the  provost  and  baillie%  and  rendered  to  him  the  keys  of 
the  tolbooUi,  their  kirks  and  posts ;  he  causes  Quarter  h]ssoldiev% 
and  set  strong  watch  both  day  and  night  at  uk  port,  none  day 
nor  night  went  in  or  out  but  by  their  permission;  the  gates  were 
siosed  ilk  evening,  and  opened  in  the  morning  about  se^en 
o'clock.  Now  brave  Aberdeen,  who  went  wisely  to  guard  them* 
eelves,  Is  brought  under  subjection,  and  commanded  by  a  stmn* 
ger  govemour,  because  they  were  loyal  to  the  long,  depended 
upon  his  protection  and  missive  letters  and  proclamations^  which 
now  against  their  expectation  had  failed  them,  to  their  great 
ftrief,  shamo)  and  sorrow,  and  none  of  all  the  burrows  of  Seotiaad 
brought  under  this  trouble  but  only  Aberdeen ;  but  patience  per* 
ferce.  Govemour  Kinghom,  for  tke  earl  is  now  stiled  goveraovr 
of  Aberdeen,  the  same  Saturday  at  night,  aftar  he  had  reedved 
the  keys  of  the  town,  received  also  from  the  lady  Pitfoddels,  the 
keys  of  her  lodging,  wherein  the  marquis  had  lodged  short  while 
before ;  but  at  the  delivery  of  thir  keys,  there  was  a  sudden  fira^ 
Among  them,  occasioned  by  a  shot  racklesly  let  go  in  the  same 
house,  where  the  govemour  and  lady  with  others  were  together* 
None  knew  from  whom  nor  how  this  shot  came,  for  all  the  trial 
could  be  made;  in  which  tumult  and  confusion  the  lady  Pitfod* 
dels  lost  per  purse,  well  plenished  with  gold  and  rings,  and  could 
not  get  the  same  again ;  and  so  she  took  her  leave  of  the  gover* 
Hour  of  Aberdeen,  leaving  with  him  the  keys  of  her  huieSend's 
house,  and  wanting  her  purse  also;  but  she  was  restored  book 
her  «rwn  keys  witliout  further  molestation. 
General  Montrdee,  upofi  the  same  Saturday  afternoon,  came 
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not  to  AbetdiMi  m  the  town  czpeeted,  bat  matd^d  fime  Hm 
linki  to  Kintore  about  four  afternoon,  with  his  army  in  braTe 
avder»  where  they  encamped  that  nig^t,  and  Sunday  ill  day, 
banring  their  own  miniBter  preaehing.  Monday  the  let  of  Apnl 
Aey  HMHTched  to  Inyerurie»  two  mike  distant,  where  they  encamp* 
ed  all  n^t.  '  • 

The  marqnie  of  Huntly  hearing  of  their  march,  underetood 
oertaittly  they  were  coming  for  him  (ae  it  waa  indeed)  and  to 
faring  hnn  to  their  opinion  perforce.  He  conndered  the  tune, 
aad  aaw  he  oodU  not  make  hia  part  good,  and  that  he  had  gotten 
aa  help  frae  the  long  aa  waa  promiaed,  reaolyed  aaddenly  to  take 
the  beat  oonrae  for  himael^  to  aare  hia  honomr,  hia  houae  un- 
apeilmad,  and  hb  frienda  and  aerranta  unplundered;  and  there- 
iere  upon  the  foresaid  lat  of  April,  he  sent  Mr.  Robert  Gor* 
dan  of  Straloch,  and  Dr.  Gordon,  phvsician  in  Aberdeen,  to 
Inverurie  to  the  camp^  bef«n*e  they  shouid  march  any  further  on, 
aoad  apeak  with  the  earl  of  Moatrcae,  general,  and  to  deaire  him 
to  eome,  eleven  and  himaelf,  with  a  aword  at  ilk  man'a  rid% 
without  any  more  armour,  to  Spamnuir,  near  Blackball,  two 
milea  diatant  frae  the  camp,  where  the  marquia  of  Huntly  should 
come  with  the  like  number  and  arma,  to  the  effect  that  they 
mi|^t  confer  together  about  tlda  buaineaa.  The  general  waa  con- 
tent, by  the  advice  of  the  noUea,  Felt  Mariachal  Lealy,  and 
otheia  that  were  in  the  camp,  to  meet  the  marquia  the  4th  day 
of  the  aaid  month  of  April,  braig  Thuraday. 

Upon  the  lat  of  April,  govemour  Kinghom  directed  to  Old 
Aberdeen  twenty  nrafteteera,  to  take  one  of  the  marquia  <^ 
Hmkikfu  foot*noat8,  caUed  Jacquea,  who  waa  preaently  come  frae 
the  king  with  lettera  to  hia  maater.  He  ia  hau  to  Aberdeen,  and 
warded  in  the  tolbooth.  Upon  Tuesday  the  2d  of  April,  he  alao 
eanaed  tnmaport  twdve  piecea  of  ordnance  pertaining  to  the 
town  from  off  the  causey,  and  carry  them  into  the  ean  Maria- 
ehaU^adoae,  and  anent  hia  gato. 

Upon  thia  Tueaday,  word  came  to  Aberdeen,  that  Dumbrit> 
toB«  the  king'a  houae,  waa  taken  in  by  the  Covenantera  by  a 
alight,  which  waa  thus :  The  captain  thereof,  called  Steuart,  a 
rel^poils  gentleman,  true  to  the  king,  happened  upon  a  Sunday 
to  go  to  hear  devotion  at  a  church  without  the  castle,  fearing  no 
evil  nor  danger,  but  he  ia  suddenly  taken  by  the  Covenantera 
who  laid  wait  for  him ;  he  ia  compelled  to  caat  off  his  cloaths, 
whieh  are  shortly  put  on  upon  another  gentleman  of  his  ahape  and 
atature^  and  put  on  the  gentleman'a  cloaths  upon  him.  There- 
afW  thOT  commanded  the  captain,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  tell 
the  watim-word,  which  for  fear  of  faia  life  he  truly  told ;  then 
they  go  on  the  night  quietly,  unaeen  of  them  in  the  caatle,  and 
had  -thia^counterfnt  captain  with  them,  who  cried  the  wateh- 
ward*  which  being  heard,  the  gatea  were  caaten  open ;  in  goea 
the  Covenantera  with  greater  power  than  that  waa  witldn  to  de* 
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ftndll,  and  take  in  tbis  strong  Btrength,  and  man  and  fortaiy  it 
to  their  mind. 

Tie  king's  honse  of  Dalkeith  was  also  taken  by  the  Covenan- 
ters, out  of  which  they  took  the  royal  ornaments  of  the  crown, 
snch  as  crown,  sword,  and  scepter,  and  had  them  to  the  castle 
of  Edinbufgh,  which  was  also  taken  by  them  before. 

ITpon  the  same  Taesday,  and  Sd  of  April,  there  was  a  com- 
mittee holden  within  the  Gray  Friars  kirk  of  New  Aberdeen  by 
govemonr  Kinghom,  the  master  of  Forbes  (who  came  for  diat 
purpose  frae  the  camp),  the  lairds  of  Anldbar,  iSenholm,  Don, 
Leys,  with  some  others.     Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Bel- 
helvie,  was  said  to  be  moderator  of  this  committee,  to  the  which 
committee,  upon  the  24th  of  March,  were  sammoned,  in  name  of 
the  assembly  and  moderator,  the  principal  of  the  King's  CoUege 
of  Old  Aberdeen,  the  four  regents,  the  canonist,  do<^or  of  me* 
dicine,  eivilist,  sacrist,  and  janitor,  founded  members  thereof,  as 
also,  the  haall  doctors  and  ministers  of  Aberdeen,  such  as  John 
Forbes  of  Corse,  professor ;  Dr.  Lesly,  principal ;  Dr.  Scroggie, 
minister  at  Old  Aberdeen;   Drs.  Baron,  Sibbald,  Roes,  three 
ministers  at  New  Aberdeen,  together  with  all  the  odier  ministen 
within  the  province  or  diocese,  who  had  not  as  yet  subscribed 
the  covenant,  to  compear  upon  the  2d  day  of  April,  withm  any 
of  the  Aberdeens  where  it  should  happen  the  mcMlerator  and  as- 
sesBors  to  be  for  the  time,  and  there  to  underly  such  censare^ 
and  with  certification  contained  in  the  principal  summons.    Thus 
were  summoned  both    churchmen,    nobles,    barons,    burgesses, 
and  others.     Whereupon   the  provost,  baillies,  and  council  of 
Aberdeen  (who  had  stifly  stood  out  before),  came  now  in  per* 
force,  so  many  of  them  as  were  at  home,  and  had  not  fled;  and  - 
diverse  of  the  ministry  and  gentlemen  and  others  came  aH  m 
through  plain  fear,  and  humbly  subscribe  and  swear  this  cove- 
nant, albeit  they  had  sworn  the  king's  covenant  befinre.     Tlie 
mimsters  of  Aberdeen  would  not  come  in  upon  any  condition  to 
subscribe  this  covenant ;  and  the  principal  and  members  of  the 
King's  College  were  not  called  at  diis  time,  so  nothing  was  done 
against  them.     This  committee  sat  all   Tuesday,    "Wednesday, 
Thursday,  and  Friday,  then  rose ;  they  continued  some  business 
to  the  16th  of  April,  and  so  dissolved,  referring  the  rest  to  the 
provincial  synod,  to  be  holden  the  foresaid  16th  of  April. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  Sd  of  April,  govemonr  Kinghom  oaused 
take  up  inventary  of  such  goods  and  gear  as  was  within  the  laM 
of  Pitfoddels'  house,  as  well  pertaining  to  the  laird  himself,  as 
that  which  the  marquis  left  behind  him,  at  hit  removing  there* 
frae ;  and  inventary  being  taken,  he  caused  deliver  back  to  tibe 
lady  Fitfoddels  her  keys,  which  he  had  taken  before,  without 
anymore  ado. 

The  samen  Wednesday,  the  govemour  caused  quarter  the  town 
of  Aberdeen,  and  commanded  the  provost  and  baillies  to  see  the 
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nnien  dime,  to  Ae  eflbct  kmywledge  might  be  bad^  how  the  wamj 
should  be  suetained  at  their  back-ooming. 

Thunday  the  4th  of  April,  the  laird  of  Auldbar,  widi  mmm 
soldiers,  came  over  frae  the  town  to  the  Qldtown,  and  haying 
gotten  knowledge  that  the  people  had  hid  such  arms  as  they  had 
frae  this  army,  within  some  <Mf  the  kirk  -  vaults,  he  masterfully 
took  the  keys,  and  meddled  with  the  arms,  but  they  were  all  re* 
stored  back  again,. except  ten  muskets.  In  the  mean  time,  some 
of  his  rascally  soldiers  began  to  abuse  (which  none  did  before) 
the  bishop's  stately  palace^  and  spoihde  the  samen,  against  Auld- 
bar's  will  and  commandment. 

Ye  heard  before  of  a  meeting  agreed  on  betwixt  the  marquis 
of  Hundy  and  general  Montrose.  The  4th  of  April,  being 
Thursday,  the  marquis  came  with  other  eleven,  with  only 
swords  by  their  sides,  whereof  the  lord  Oliphant  was  one,  and 
his  son  James,  the  lord  Aboyn,  was  another;  the  general,  in 
like  manner,  met  him  at  the  place  appointed,  with  eleven  and 
himself,  in  like  arms,  whereof  the  lorda  Elcho  and  Couper  wera 
two ;  after  salutation  tiiey  lighted  firae  their  horses,  and  up<m 
foot  fell  to  conference,  yet  nothing  was  ended,  yet  both  took  ad» 
vice  till  to-morrow;  they  parted,  the  marquis  rode  that  nig^t 
two  mOes  frae  the  camp  to  Legatsden,  where  he  supped,  and 
went  at  night  to  Pitcaple  to  his  bed,  and  the  general  returned 
back  again  to  the  camp. 

Upon  the  morrow,  being  Friday,  and  5th  of  April,  the  said 
lords  met  again  in  the  same  place,  where  it  was  said  the  marquis 

Ctsome  conditions  in  write,  obliging  him  to  stand  to  the  Con«- 
ion  of  Faith,  made  in  anno  1580  and  1581,  and  that  he 
would  defend  the  king,  the  religion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  the 
kingdom  to  his  power ;  that  he  would  do  his  best  to  cause  his 
men,  tenants,  and  servants,  subscribe  the  covenant;  thir.were 
the  conditions  whilk  was  alleged  the  marquis  subscribed  and  diH 
livered  to  the  general ;  thereafter  tiiey  parted  in  peace,  without 
dissimulation,  as  was  tiiought.  The  marquis  went  not  near  tiie 
camp»  but  straight  to  Strathboggie,  and  the  general  rode  close  to 
the  camp,  where  after  consultation  they  were  well  pleased,  and 
the  general  praised  for  his  pains. 

Upon  the  same  Friday,  and  5th  of  April,  the  lairds  of  Ben- 
holm  and  Auldbar  came  out  of  the  Newtown  to  Old  Aberdeen, 
accompanied  with  soldiers  and  musketeers.  They  jGrst  heard  de- 
votion ;  Mr.  James  Martine,  minister  at  Peterhead,  being  with 
them,  preached  in  the  Oldtown  kirk,  upon  the  last  verse  of  die 
twenty-e%hth  psalm ;  he  laboured  to  condemn  episcopacy,  and 
persuade  the  people  to  subscribe  the  covenant.  Sermon  bei^g 
ended,  the  said  barons,,  ministers,  and  others,  went  to  die  con- 
sistory house,  where  the  Oldtown  people  aLso  flocked;  and  al- 
though many  of  them  had  subscrili^d  the  covenant  before,  yet 
for  fear  of  trouble,  and  plundering  of  their  houses  and  goods, 
they  subscribed  the  samen  over  again.     Thus  the  covenant  being 
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tolNeribed,  die  lalid  of  AvlAar  gaTci  lliem  1«ek  tin  keym  o£ 
their  vaults  where  their  aorms  lay,  that  ilk  man  mighl  reooiva 
haek  Ub  own ;  but  there  were  ten  mudcetB  wanting,  hmmg  ecm- 
Toyed  away  befote  bgr  some  of  Aoldhar's  scddiers. 

In  tike  jneantime,  tUr  solcKitfs  began  to  abuse  the  bishep's 
palaoe,  entered  the  gates  and  doors,  and  began  to  spoilaie  the 
same,  but  Auldbar  (being  adrertised  thereof)  went  hmiself  and 

St  them  away,  so  that  there  was  Httle  wrong  done  that  diqr« 
ereafter  they  all  returned  to  New  Aberdeen. 

This  same  FMday  word  came  to  Aberdeen  that  the  marquis 
and  army  had  settled  and  ended,  charging  them  to  make  procia* 
mation  through  the  town  for  preparing  lodgings  and  entertain- 
ment for  the  army,  upon  their  own  ezpences,  whilk  was  done  by 
the  provost  and  baillies  at  the  govemour's  command. 

Thus,  upon  Saturday  the  #th  of  April,  the  army  lifted  Aiir 
camp  from  Inverurie,  and  b^pan  to  march  towards  Abevdeen. 
Bv  the  way,  there  caaM  and  met  tbe  army  twelve  highlandmeiif 
who  deckwed  to  the  general,  that  the  earl  of  Argyll,  their  mas- 
ter, had  sent  out  of  his  oountry  five  hundred  men,  well  armed 
in  highland  fashion,  with  thw  officers,  to  attend  the  servkM^ 
and  lus  service  as  general.  He  received  their  commission  gradi* 
ottsly,  thanked  the  earl  of  Aigyll,  their  master,  and  dire<^ad 
them  to  go  and  live  upon  the  lands  and  bestial  pertaining  to.the 
lairds  of  Drum  and  Pitfoddels,  and  to  keep  U^edier  unbi^en  or 
separate,  and  there  to  stay  whole  further  advertisement^  for- 
bidding diem  expressly  to  come  near  Aberdeen  at  this  time,  be^ 
-cause  the  army  was  going  there.  Thus  the  gentlemen  retttmad 
to  thir  highkind  company  with  these  directions,  which  they  look 
in  good  part,  and  lived  royally  upon  the  corns  and  bestial  of  the 
said  ground,  to  the  great  hurt  and  wreck  of  the  ooimtry  people; 
and  as  this  general  had  directed  thir  highlandmen  to  do^  so  be 
-himself  did  during  the  time  his  army  was  lying  at  Inverurie,  for 
they  plundered  frae  Thomas  Crombie  of  Kemnay,  as  an  Ant»» 
covenanter,  about  twenl^^two  score  bolls  of  victual,  which  he 
had  laid  up  in  store  within  his  gimal,  in  Kemnay.  The  eanl 
Marischairs  men,  Skene  and  Kintore,  were  busy  about  this 
plundering  with  the  rest  of  the  soldiers ;  and  it  was  sold  very 
cheap,  at  six  shillings  and  eightp^ice  the  boll,  because  they 
could  not  carry  it  with  them.  The  lord  Erskine  caused  plunder 
fne  Mr.  Alexander  Reid  six  score  bolls  of  victual  out  of  die 
lands  of  Kildmmmy.  The  hiird  of  Pitfoddds'  grounds  of  Bar- 
rack about  this  time  was  also  plundered,  whilk  made  them  all.-to 
oome  in  and  subscribe  the  covenant :  albeit,  they  had  subscribed 
Ae  king's  covenant  before,  and  were  glad  to  obtain  the  general'a 
moteetion  to  save  their  ground  from  any  further  molestatiofu 
l%en  the  army  marches  on  and  comes  to  Abendeen  the  aamsn 
Saturday,  before  even,  and  went  not  to  the  links  to  bide,  as 
they  did  at  their  outgoii^.  The  general  himself,  govemour  King-- 
bom,  and  the  rest  of  the  nobles,  were  all  lodged  in  Patridc 
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hmky^hama^.}  Tkkwmiatthe  army,  Boemimg  lo  IMr  vanJc, 
wore  qaurtered  and  weU  Berved,  but  Itltte  payment  was  bumU 
tbecefiHT^  bemaae  tbe  gennml  eoamianded  the  provost  and  baiUies 
te  make  [vovisiom'aiid  pay  the  peo|de  for  tfaesamen,  wlijlk  thisy 
did:not,  to  the  hurt  of  several  heoest  pecqde,  who  had  made  the 
provkioD  out  of  their  own  parses,  and  got  n^paymsnlT  frem  the 
magistratt%  astead  is* 

-  The  bidhop  of  Mnrmy  fearing  this  army  should  ooatie  to 
Spyme^  had  befordiand  manned  and  fortified  the  same  stnmgly 
f<ir  his  own  defence,  which  was  but  foUy,  and  to  no  norpoee. 
finit  at  tUs  time^  since  they  got  the  marquis  of  Hnntiy,  they 
eoknpled  for  him,  bat  allowed  lum  to  keep  lus  hease. 

However,  the  haill  other  bishops,  except  the  archbishop  of' 
Gkagow,  w1m>  was  old  and  tend^,  keeping  his  bed,  and  Mr. 
John  Abemethy,  biriiop  of  Caithn^,  and  the  bishop  of  Dun^ 
keld,  who  had  disclaimed  episcopacy,  and  yielded  to  the  assent* 
bly  acts,  were  forced  to  flee  into  England  for  their  safety  and 
pvoteetion.  About  this  same  time,  the  bishop  of  Ross'  wife  fled 
her  dwelling  house  in  Chanrie,  and  went  to  her  l^other,  the 
mimster  of  Rothemay,  and  dwelt  and  remained  with  him  till 
her  husband  sent  for  her. 

After  the  meeting  betwixt  the  marquis  €f£  Huntly  and  the 
general,  as  ye  have  heard,  many  of  his  friends,  such  as  the  lairds 
of  Gright,  Haddo,  Newtown,  Foveran,  Pitmedden,  Harthfll,  and 
fliveffiM^  others,  oame  in  perforce,  seeing  no  other  help,  and  sub- 
scribed the  covenant;  but  neitlier  the  fear  of  this  army,  nor 
nothing  else,  could  move  the  laird  of  Banff  to  come  in  and  sub-* 
scribe  the  covenant,  but  stoutly  stood  out  the  king's  man,  fbr 
the  which  he  paid  dear. 

About  this  time,  Donald  Farquharson  of  Tilliegarmoi]^ 
baillie  of  the  marquis'  lands  of  Strathaven,  having  gotten  some 
muskets,  pikes,  and  other  armour  frae  him,  while  he  was  dwell* 
ing  in  Aberdeen,  and  his  servants  bringing  home  their  armour 
to  hhn  out  of  Aberdeen  at  his  direction,  Alexander  Straehan  of 
Glenkindie,  a  great  Covenanter,  masterfully  took  them  by  the 
way,  whereat  the  smd  Donald  took  great  offence,  and  repairsd 
himself  afterwards,  as  ye  may  hear. 

There  was  also  taken  by  the  Covenanters  about  ibis  time  cer« 
tain  carabines,  muskets,  pikes,  and  ammunition,  pertaining  to 
the  lord  Rae,  out  of  a  bark'  happening  by  chance  to  come  to 
Peterhead,  as  she  was  carrying  them  to  Strathnaver,  the  said 
lord's  country.  The  master  of  Rae  being  in  this  countrv,  hear« 
ing  of  this  wrong,  went  and  told  the  earl  Marischall  how  his 
Ikther's  arms  were  plundered  in  his  bounds  by  the  Covenanters. 
The  earl  gave  him  no  contentment,  but  allowed  of  this  wrong,  ^ 
saying,  his  father  was  not  a  good  Covenanter,  or  else  this  had  not 
been  done;  and  that  when  the  country  turned  peaeeaUe,  he 
should  be  restored  them  again ;  and  so  the  master  of  Rae  todc 
his  leave. 


Ye  hoard  bow  the  army  retumed  to  Aberde^i  upon  Saturday 
the  6th. of  April.  Upon  Sunday  thereafter,  strange  minktera 
preached  through  all  the  pulpits  of  ihe  town,  seeing  their  own 
ministers  were  fled  and  gone ;  the  nobles  and  others  .filled  the 
churchesu  After  sermon,  intimation  was  made  of  the  sentence 
of  ex^mmunieation  pronoimced  by  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson^ 
moderator  of  the  assembly,  against  the  archbishops  of  St* 
Andrew^s  and  Ghagow,  and  the  rest  of  the  bishops,  charging 
all  men  not  to  hear  their  preaching  nor  bear  them  company, 
under  pain  of  kirk  censure. 

Mr.  Patrick  Lesly,  minister  of  Skene,  (Doctor  Scroggie  being 
fled)  taught  this  samen  Sunday  in  the  Oldtown,  and  nuule  inti** 
mation  of  the  said  sentence  out  of  the  pulpit* 

Upon  Monday  the  8th  of  April,  the  general  took  a  new  mus^ 
ter  of  his  army  in  the  links :  some  weak  persons  got  leave  home. 
Both  New  and  Old  Aberdeens  were  quartered,  and  the  poor  peo]^ 
of  the  Oldtown  got  no  payment  fcnr  such  soldiers  as  they  had. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  9th  of  April,  the  earl  of  Seaforth,  the  mas* 
ter  of  Lovat,  and  the  laird  of  Innes,  with  the  provost  of  Elgin, 
and  diverse  other  persons,  came  out  of  Ross  and  Murray,  about 
three  hundred  well  horsed  gentlemen,  to  salute  the  army  at 
Aberdeen,  and  to  offer  their  service.  They  were  made  welcome, 
and  stayed  to  the  13th  of  April,  syne  got  leave  and  returned 
home  without/nore  employment. 

Wednesday  the  10th  of  April,  a  solemn  fast  was  keeped 
through  New  Aberdeen;  (but  none  in  Old  Aberdeen,  finr  Dr. 
Seroggie  durst  not  be  seen)  both  before  and  after  noon  there  waa 
preaching  and  prayers.  Mr.  Robert  Douglas,  minister  at  Kir- 
KalcUe,  preached  beforenoon.  After  sermon,  he  read  out  the 
covenant,  and  caused  the  haill  town's  people  be  conveened,  who 
had  not  yet  subscribed;  both  men  and  women  to  stand  up  be^ 
fore  him  in  the  kirk,  and  the  men  subscribed  the  covenant. 
Thereafter,  both  men  and  women  were  urged  to  swear,  with 
their  uplifted  hands  to  God,  that  they  did  subscribe  and  swear 
the  covenant  willingly  and  freely,  and  from  their  hearts,  and 
not  from  any  fear  or  dread  that  should  happen:  syne  the  kirk 
dissolved.  But  the  Lord  knows  how  thir  town's  people  were 
brought  under  perjury  for  plain  fear,  and  not  from  a  willing 
mind,  by  tyranny  and  oppression  of  thir  Covenanters,  who  com-^ 
pelled  them  to  swear  and  subscribe,  suppose  they  knew  it  was 
against  their  hearts.  Brave  Aberdeen  is  forced  to  obey,  not* 
withstanding  they  had  small  assurance  of  the  army  of  Argyll's 
highlandmen,  but  their  goods  might  be  plundered,  the  best 
whereof  they  cautiously  convoyed  out  of  sight :  so  all  sware  and 
subscribed  within  the  town  of  New  Aberdeen,  except  such  as' 
were  happily  out  of  Scotland.  The  king's  covenant  and  country 
covenant  were  thought  to  be  agreeable  in  terms,  except  only  that 
the  country  covenant  abolished  bishops,  and  the  king's  covenant 
approved  them,  as  his  majesty  allied. 
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Upon  the  ftreMd  lOtli  of  April,  the  marqim  of  Hontljr,  with 
hie  two  aeBO,  the  lord  Gordoit  and  lord  Aboyn,  came  free 
Stmthboggie  with  about  forty  horse,  sore  against  his  friends* 
win,  to  New  Aberdeen,  and  lodged  in  the  laird  of  Pitfeddels' 
honse.  Bat  whether  it  was  eommuned-iieliwixt  him  and  general 
Montrose  at  their  conferences,  that  he  shonld  come  into  the 
town  and  visit  liim,  or  whether  he  was  written  for  by  the 
general,  I  know"  not;  but  it  -was  reported  he  would  not  haye 
come  but  upon  the  general's  letter.  Upon  the  morrow,  being 
lliarsday,  diere  was  a  council  holden  amongst  the  nobles  and 
€Kthers,  who  sent  for  the  marquis,  who  came,  and  afker  some 
laonsoltatioils  this  council  shortly  cUssolved,  and  the  marqvis  re- 
tnrned  to  his  own  lodging*  Likeas,  inmiediately  thereafter,  the 
lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  Forbes,  the  laird  of  bines,  Benholm, 
Anldbar,  and  Mr.  Darid  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  beins^ 
directed  by  the  said  council  to  go  and  yisit  the  college  of  OM 
Aberdeen^  as  they  who  were  appointed  commiaaoners  for  the 
general  assembly,  and  the  said  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  moderator 
of  this  commission.  The  members  of  the  said  college  were  sum- 
moned to  this  committee,  except  Mr.  William  Lesly,  principal, 
a'nd  Mr.  Alexander  Scrog^e,  younger,  one  of  the  r^ents,  who 
fled  of  set  purpose  from  this  work.  The  rest  of  the  members 
etaipeared,  and  were  ordained  to  make  pnblic  repentance,  such 
|ia  recrived  the  communion  out  of  the  bishop  of  Abeideen's 
bands  after  his  excommunication,  and  this  repentance  to  be  at 
Maehar's  kirk,  thereafter  to  continue  in  their  places ;  but  they 
Xrere  not  put  to  it,  and  so  quietly  kept  their  rooms.  The  sh^ 
Bents  were  discharged  of  their  offices.  Mr.  Gilbert  Ross,  cantor^ 
was  discharged  as  an  unprofitable  member ;  Mr.  James  Sendi* 
^ds,  canonist,  was  also  discharged,  but  he  made  appelktion  to 
the  next  general  assembly,  and  craftily  by  moyan  got  his  place, 
to  teach  the  canon  law  by  limitation,  viz.  to  teach  de  matHmomo, 
tutameniiSf  and  teinds,  because  all  the  rest  of  these  laws  smelled 
of  popery,  as  they  alleged.  These  things  being  done,  they  ad* 
joumed  their  committee  to  the  15th  Saj  of  May,  and  caused 
summon  the  haill  members  to  that  time^  for  taking  a  full  order 
with  the  coUege ;  but  none  came  to  keep  this  committee,  but 
only  the  parson  of  Belhelvie,  and  so  wanting  assessors  he  could 
do  nothing  alone.  But  it  is  to  be  marked  there  were  no  students 
in  the  college  at  this  time,  being  all  fled  before  the  incoming  of 
this  army. 

Upon  Sunday  the  11th  of  April,  the  earl  of  Argyll's  high- 
laaidmen,  at  command  of  general  Montrose,  came  out  of  the 
Ifounds  of  Dnun  and  Htfoddels,  and  the  country  thereabout, 
-where  they  had  very  good  fare  for  little  payment,  in  order  of 
buttle,  with  bagpipes  and  highland  arms,  about  five  hundred 
men.  They  went  about  the  cross  in  rank ;  and  being^  viewed, 
the  general  commanded  them  to  go  to  thmr  lodgings,  which  were 
prepared  within  the  town  for  them,  and  that  tliey  should  do  noi 
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xhNmg,  'wldlk  they  ottrafolly  bb&yed,  for  which  the  town  gftve 
them  five  hundred  merka  in  money,  wlien  they  removed  with 
the  foot  army. 

General  Montrose  commanded  the  magistrates  and  conncfl  of 
Aberdeen  to  conveen-  within  their  oomicil-^house,  where  IJie 
general,  in  presence  of  them  all,  deohired,  that  the  ontetwndiAg 
of  Aberdeen  was  the  cause  of  the  coming  of  this  army,  tendiBg 
to  their  great  chains  and  expences,  and  that  the  town  was  or^ 
dained  to  pay  a  hundred  thousand  merks  to  set  up  their  loae ; 
whereunto  the  provost  answered  that  they  were  unable  to  pay 
the  samen.  Then  the  general  nobly  said,  since  ye  have  suIh 
soribed  our  covenant,  we  think  us  all  but  one,  therefore  we  wiH 
not  take  so  great  a  fine  firom  you,  upon  condition  ye  contribute 
with  us,  in  time  coaoxig^  with  men  and  money,  as  occasion  diall 
offer;  and  in  the  mean  time  give  up  the  names  of  your  neigh* 
hours  who  have  fled  the  town  for  fear  of  us,  that  we  may  plunder 
their  goods  at  our  pleasure  during  their  absence ;  and  Kkewisey 
with  dl  convenient  speedy  to  go  fortify  your  block-house  witb 
men  and  cannon,  and  oth^  necessaries,  for  defence  of  foreign 
invasion,  if  it  shall  happen  at  the  water  mouth,  and  withal  to 
lay  us  down  ten  thousand  merks  for  support  of  our  army's 
charges.  What  shall  be  said  ?  The  town  of  Aberdeen  was 
ferc^  to  pay  the  samen,  and  to  promise  performance  and  obedi* 
ence  to  all  the  rest ;  but  neither  was  the  bloek*-house  fortified^ 
nor  yet  the  absent  burgesses'  houses  jdundered.  However,  he 
ordered  the  town  to  send  over  their  comnussioners  to  the  green 
table,  to  leam  what  fine  they  should  pay  for  outstanding  against 
the  committee  as  they  did,  by  and  attour  the  ten  thousand 
merks. 

.  Upon  Good  Friday,  the  13th  of  April,  there  was  no  preaching 
in  any  of  the  kirks  of  Aberdeen,  as  the  use  was;  but  Felt 
Maris^thal  Lesly,  upon  this  same  day,  marched  from  Aberdeen 
with  the  foot  army  south,  and  the  -field  pieces  also,  leaving  tiie 
hsrse  behind  him,  with  general  Montrose  and  the  rest  of  th« 
toblesb  He  took  also  with  him  to  the  green  table  the  malms'. ' 
boy,  called  English  Jacques,  with  another  called  Gordon,  by  trade 
a  mason,  for  alleged  saying  tiiey  would  shoot  Felt  Miuischal 
Lesly,  and  were  therefore  taken  and  warded  in  Aberdeen,  and 
both  were  bound  together  and  had  to  Edinburgh ;  and  after  long 
imnriaonment  and  sharp  trials  they  are  found  innocent,  and  set 
at  liberty  out  of  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh. 

Ndw  all  these  things  being  done,  the  generU  and  nobles 
bega:n  to  think  how  they  might  captivate  and  treacherously  take 
the  marquis  of  Huntly  away  south  with  them,  as  doubtless  they 
had  Orders  to  do,  before  they  came  north,  as  many  men  thought; 
Upon  this  same  Good  Friday,  at  even,  the  genecal  and  nobles 
invited  the  marquis  and  his  two  sons  to  supper,  in  their  own 
lo<lfling  in  skipper  Anderson's  house,  whm  they  supped  mHO-& 
gether^  and  nnde  merry.    After  supper  they  confer  with  thf 
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marquis  a^yitag  it  was  good  to  him  to  quit  hb  Kentommtry^  and 
to  sand  the  «aine  back  i^pain  to  the  king,  shewing  that  it  wai 
stopped  at  the  seals)  and  therefinre  none  inmld  give  obedieooe  to 
the  aame  in  thir  daBgerous  times ;  as  also  to  write  to  his  majesty 
&¥Out»bly  and  friendly  of  the  Covenantors,  as  his  good  and 
loyal  subjects ;  and  upon  the  morrow  to  send  thir  letters  and 
Ut^utenantry  to  the  king  with  the  laird  ^  Clany.  The  marqiOB 
understending  that  his  lieutenantry  was  not,  nor  coold  be  got 
through  the  seals  as  ^ey  said,  and  without  the  same  being  past 
he  would  get  little  obedience,  resoWed  shortly  to  do  as  they  de^* 
sired,  because  he  had  some  reason ;  and  wrote  the  letters,  and 
in  their  presence  directed  the  laird  of  Clnny  to  take  journey 
upon  the  morrow,  being  Saturday,  towards  the  king.  Thu% 
all  being  ended,  the  marquis  with  his  two  sons  took  their  leave 
frae.the  general  and  nobles,  and  peaceably  came  over  to  Pit* 
foddels'  house,  his  own  lodging,  and  presently  directed  a  boy  to 
go  to  L^;atsden  upon  the  morrow,  to  have  his  dinner  ready,  but 
he  was  cleceived.  The  lords  finding  the  marquis  to  yield  most 
nobly  to  their  desires,  which  they  never  thought  he  would  do, 
thinking  if  he  had  refused,  to  have  made  some  ground  of  quarrel 
to  have  had  him  south,  resolved  upon  another  course  to  draw 
him  under,  which  with  reason  they  could  nowise  bring  to  pass ; 
and  first,  (the  marquis  minding  no  evil),  the  general  caused  set 
strait  watohes  at  the  fore  and  back  gates  of  his  lodging,  and  at 
the  stable  where  his  horse  stood,  to  the  end  the  marquis  might 
not  ride  home  to  Strathboggie,  as  he  intended,  on  the  morrow^ 
whereof  the  marquis  had  no  knowledge. 

The  general  and  the  rest,  upon  the  morrow,  being  Saturday 
the  13th  of  April,  in  the  morning,  sent  in  two  of  their  number 
to  the  marquis'  lodging,  desiring  him,  with  his  two  sons,  to 
come  into  the  earl  MarischalPs  house  and  speak  with  the  general. 
The  marquis  wondering  at  the  watehing  of  his  lodging,  and  now 
eending  for  him  after  he  had  taken  his  leave  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner the  night  before;  but  he  went  in,  with  his  two  sons,  to  the 
general,  and  after  friendly  salutations  the  general  begins  to 
nsake  a. new  ground  of  quarrel,  and  says  to  the  marquis,  **  My 
lord,  I  would  desire  you  to  contribute  to  pay  William  Dick  two 
hundred  thousand  merks,  which  wfis  borrowed  frAe  him  for  Jift* 
in^  this  army  to  come  north/'  The  marquis  answered,  he  was  not 
obliged  to  pay  any  part  thereof,  because  it  was  borrowed,  wared, 
and  employed  without  his  advice  and  consent ;  and  that  he  had 
spended  as  mekle  in  this  business  for  his  own  part,  as  any 
noUeinah  in  the  land  had  done.  2dly,  He  desired  him  to  take 
James  Grant,  John  Dugar,  and  their  complices,  robbers,  blood-* 
shedders,  and  murderers,  and  great  oppressers  of  the  country 
people.  The  marquis  answered,  he  had  no  public  office  or  com«^ 
mission  to  that  effect ;  whilk  suppose  he  had,  James  Gi*ant  had 
gotten  the  king's  remission,  and  so  could  not  take  him ;  and  as 
for  John  Dugar,  he  woiuld  concor  with  the  rest  of  the  coontry 


lOf  .'      ilfSTORy  OF  THB  lAnno  168^. 

to  take  him  aft  he  waa  empldyed.    Sdly,  He  deaired  the  marqate 
to  agree  with  the  laird  of  Frendranght,  and  take  him  by  the 
hand)  beeaaae.the  cayenant  admitted  of  no  hatred  to  stand  un'^^ 
reoonciled*    He  answered,  what  he  had  sabaeribed  to  the  general 
in  nowiee  obliged  him  to  take  Frendraaght  by  the  hand,  not 
W0iald  he  take  him  by  the  hand  on  any  condition.     The  general 
kaTtng  proposed  and  ased  these  frivolous  petitions  and  demands, 
and  getting  such  reasonable  answers,  he  then  brake  up  the  thing 
be  most  earnestly  would  have  been  at  (which  was  the  marquis 
himself)  and  changes  his  purpose,  saying,  ^<  M^  lord,  seeing  we 
9r»  all  now  firiends,  will  ye  go  south  with  us  /'*  He  answered, 
he  was  not  of  that  mind,   nor  was  he  prepared  to  go  sonth  at 
this  time,  because  he  was  going  home  to  Strathb^gie.    The 
general  said,  *^  Your  lordship  will  do  well  to  go  with  us.''    The 
marquis  seeing  his  purpose,  answered  quickly,  <<  My  lord,  I  came 
here  to  thia  town,  upon  assurance  that  I  should  come  and  go  at 
my  pleasure  without  molestation ;  and  now  I  see  by  condition 
my  lodging  was  guarded,  that  I  could  not  come  out  nor  in,  and 
DOW  contrary  to  expectation  ye  would  take  myself  and  carry  me 
to  Edinburgh,   whether  I  would  or  not ;  this  in  my  opinion 
seems  neither  fair  nor  honourable ;  howerer,"  says  he,  *'  my 
lord,  give  me  my  bond  whilk  I  gave  you  at  Inverurie,  and  yoa 
shall  have  an  answer ;"  whilk  the  general  obeyed,  and  delivered 
to  the  marquis^     Then  he  said,  *^  Whether  will  you  take  me  a 
captive  to  Edinburgh,  or  willingly  of  my  own  mind  ?"   The  ge*' 
neral  answered,  ^*  Make  your  choice."    Then  said  he,  **  I  will 
not  go  as  a  captive,  but  as  a  volunteer;"  whereupon  he  comes  to 
4he  domr,  ana  hastily  goes  to  his  own  lod^ng,  whilk  he  finds 
^traitiy  guarded  with  musketeers ;  then  he  goes  in  and  mts  down 
to  brei^fast,  sends  post  after  the  laird  of  Cluny  to  stay  his 
journey,  so  that  he  went  no  farther  than  Edinburgh.     Some  of 
the  marquis'  ftiends  thought  hardly  of  his  going  south,  without 
some  hostage  left  behind  for  his  safe  return,  but  the  general  re« 
fused  to  grant  any*     Thus  is  this  great  marquis,  his  majesty's 
Ueutenant  in  the  north,  a  man  of  singular  spirit,  great  courage 
and  friendship^  brought  under  ihir  straits  and  hard  conditions 
by  his  fellow-eubjects,  for  being  a  loyal  subject  to  his  mastor  the 
long,  which  otherwise  they  durst  not  have  entorprised  by  their 
own  strength  and  following  in  thir  parts ;  all  this  he  was  driven 
to)  and  which  he  most  patiently  suffiBred,  for  the  love  he  haa 
bore  to  tiie  king  bis  mastor,   his  kin,  and  friends ;  chiefly  'hia 
ehildren  were  grievously  offended  thereat,  to  see  him  taken  frae 
bis  friends,   and  had  to  Edinburgh  among  his  enemies,  who 
never  liked  his  house  nor  standing ;  and  so  after  break&st  the 
marquis  with  his  two  sons  the  lords  Gordon  and  Aboyn,  made 
themselves  ready  to  go.     In  the  meantime,  the  general  causes 
restore  to  the  provost  and  baillies  the  keys  of  their  ports,  toU 
booth,  and  kirk%  with  their  ordnance,  and  plundered  not  so 
much  as  one  musket  out  of  the  town ;  and  gave  wders  also  to 
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tiM  mapBtrates  to  pay  for  their  entoriaiiihieDt  wUle  tkejihKn 
^{uartered  in  the  town ;  bat  the  honest  town'a  peojj^e  got'  little 
payment  for  dieir  fumiahing. 

All  these  things  done,  tl^  general  with  the  nobles  go  to  hone 
with  the  rest,  the  marquis  with  his  servants,  and  his  two  soiii 
horse  also,  trumpets  sounding;  the  provost  and  baillies  cauaed 
bring  wine  and  confects  to  the  eross,  and  humbly  entreated  them 
to  drink,  which  they  gladly  did,  and  the  marquis  with  his  two 
sons  also.  The  marquis  sent  his  second  son,  the  lord  Aboyn, 
to  Strathboggie,  by  permission  and  leave  4^  the  geneml,  ibv 
bringing  of  money  to  his  father,  upon  promise  that  he  ahoiiU 
come  quickly  south  after  them. 

Then  the  trumpets  began  to  sound,  and  the  army  to  voaas^ 
with  whom  went  also  the  higfalaadmen  of  Lorn  and  Argyll,  aad 
marched  forwards  frae  Aberdeen,  and  that  night  came  to  Dan-* 
otter,  where  they  staid  till  Monday,  and  then  rode  all  the  way 
together  till  they  came  to  Edinburgh,  which  was  upon  the  Idtk 
of  April. 

Sunday  the  14th  of  April  and  Pasch  day,  Mr.  Thomas  Mit« 
chell,  parson  of  Turriff,  preached  in  Old  Aberdeen,  Dr.  Scrog* 
gie  our  own  minister  being  fled,  but  no  communion  was  given^ 
as  was  lately  used. 

Upon  Monday  the  I5th  of  April,  according,  to  the  general's 
direction,  Aberdeen  directed  Mr.  John  Hay,  Mr.  Robert  Favt 
qaharson,  and  Mr.  John  Gray,  coounissioners  for  the  said  bargh 
of  Aberdeen,  to  the  green  table,  to  onderly  and  abide  tlmr 
censure  anent  the  paying  of  such  a  fine  as  they  should  be  enjoin^ 
ed,  for  their  standing  out  against  them  and  their  covenanti  and 
biding  by  the  king  and  his  covenant ;  they  were  forced  to  sobi; 
mit,  and  ordained  to  pay  forty  thousand  merks  of  fine,  and  to 
set  caution  for  payment,  or  to  remain  in  Edinburgh  whUe  it 
should  be  paid;  whereupon  they  remained  in  Edinburgh  till 
order  should  be  had  tljcrewith. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  16th  of  April,  a  provincial  synod  or  asr 
sembly  was  holden  in  New  Aberdeen,  but  not  in  the  College 
Kirk  of  Aberdeen,  as  they  sat  before.  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  par- 
son of  Belhelvie,  was  moderator;  the  rooms  of  the  absent  mi« 
nisters  of  Aberdeen  who  were  fled,  such  as  Dr.  Sibbald,  Dr« 
Guild,  and  Dr.  Barron,  professor,  were  ordered  to  be  filled  up 
again,  and  the  town  to  be  served  by  other  ministers  in  their 
stead  within  the  presbytery  till  the  next  synod,  to  be  holden  the 
16th  of  May.  Syne  they  dissolved,  and  continued  their  aiaiys 
till  that  time. 

Upon  the  foresaid  16th  of  April,  the  lord  Aboyn  being  going 
sonth  with  money  to  his  fiitlier,  and  sitting  at  breafast  at  Parkn 
cock»  there  came  to  him  the  laird  of  Banff,  (who  nev^r  mronld 
yield),  the  kird  of  Gight,  the  laird  of  Haddo,  the  laird  of  Eih 
yearan,  and  diverse  others  of  his  kin  and  friend%  who  had  aUb^ 
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wa%ed  ihe  ooveiiaitt  bdFois^  and'deelared  phinly  he  shbndd  net 
go  south,  hot  Udein  the  countiy,  now  left  headless,  and  that 
it  was  too  great  a  pledge  to  have  both  his  father  and  brother 
south  at  the  green  taUe  already*  The  lord  Aboyn  yielded  to 
their  desire,  and  turned  back  again  to  Strathboggie  with  his 
fiither's  trunks,  with  resolution  to  go  together  for  their  defened 
of  themselves  and  friends  on  all  occasions ;  but  this  plot  ^id  no 
good,  but  bred  much  sorrow,  as  ye  may  hear. 
.  Word  came,  that  there  was  a  committee  to  be  holden  at  Turriff, 
upon  Wednesday  the  24th  of  April,  by  the  earls  of  Mariscfaall 
and  Seaforth,  the  Lord  Fraser,  and  master  of  Forbes,  and  some 
others,  with  their  kin  and  friends ;  to  the  which  meeting  were 
warned  to  come,  all  such  persons  who  had  not  subscribed  their 
covenant,  and  there  to  subscribe  the  same  under  pain  of  plun^^ 
dering ;  the  like  pain  was  never  given  out  by  any  kin^  in  this 
kingdom,  but  now  b^an  by  subjects  upon  subjects  without  any 
authority. 

The  lord  Aboyn  and  Banff,  with  the  rest  of  their  kin  and 
friends,  who  had  not  subscribed,  hearing  of  this  charge,  (under 
pain  of  plundering  their  houses  and  goods),  to  come  in  and  snb« 
scribe  the  covenant,  thoi^ht  heavy  of  this  charge,  and  resolved 
to  gather  together  for  their  own  defence ;  so  those  that  subscrib- 
ed against  their  ^lls,  as  well  as  those  who  had  not  subscribed, 
ilocked  together  and  drew  up  to  an  head,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

No  letters  came  frae  the  king  to  his  loyal  subjects,  but  what 
are  intercepted  by  his  rebel  subjects  the  Covenanters,  and  such 
as  are  sent  to  his  majesty  are  right  suae  used ;  so  they  left  off  frae 
writing  any  more,  and  the  country  who  depended  upon  his  ma- 
jesty is  now  left  helpless. 

•  Monday  the  38d  of  April,  there  was  a  meeting  holden  at  Mony-f 
musk,  by  the  earls  of  Marischall  and  Seaforth,  the  lord  Fraser^ 
and  master  of  Forbes,  with  sundry  other  barons  of  the  Cove- 
nanters, who  hearing  of  the  lord  Aboy^'s  rising,  resolved  to 
conthoiiie  the  committee  at  Turriff  frae  the  24th  of  April  to  the 
26th  of  the  same  month,  upon  hopes  that  by  that  time  there 
should  come  sundry  gentlemen  out  of  Caithness,  Sutherland, 
Murray,  Ross,  and  other  parts ;  and  in  the  meantime  they  them* 
selves  to  meet  again  at  Kintore,  the  said  24th  of  April ;  and  so 
dissolved. 

Upon  the  24th  of  April,  the  earls  of  Marischall  and  Seaforth, 
the  lord  Fraser,  and  master  of  Forbes,  with  sundry  barons  and 
Aberdeen's  burgesses,  met  together  at  Kintore,  where  it  was 
concluded  that  this  committee  to  be  holden  at  Turriff  should 
dinolve,  and  not  be  holden  the  26th  of  April.  To  this  meeting 
at  Elintore,  there  came  out  of  Aberdeen  about  fifty  musketeers 
at  thir  nobles'  command,  but  they  soon  turned  back  without 
more  ado,  fearing  the  lord  Aboyn's  power  and  friendship  to 
gainstand  their  committee;  but  it  was  agreed  that  they  should 
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meet  again  in  Aberdeen  upon  the  morrow ;  so  tbb  n%ht  the 
earl  Marischall  had  Seaforth  with  him  to  Hallforest,  and  keeped 
him  all  night. 

Upon  the  25th  of  April,  the  foresaid  earls  and  others  met  at 
Aberdeen,  to  whom  came  also  diverse  barons,  gentlemen,  and 
others,  out  of  Buchan,  Mar,  and  other  countries,  amounting  to 
one  Ihousand  men,  whereof  there  were  eighty  horsemen,  and 
the  number  of  the  haill  were  about  three  thousand  men.  The 
earl  Marischall  takes  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen  at  his  own  hand; 
meddled  with  the  keys  of  the  tolbooth,  kirk,  and  ports;  quarter- 
ed the  men,  who  were  well  entertained,  but  not  well  paid; 
guarded  the  ports  that  none  came  in  nor  went  out  without  his 
knowledge ;  now  calling  himself  govemour  of  Aberdeen,  where* 
at  the  town's  people  were  vexed,  yea,  and  some  for  fear  left 
their  lodgings  desolate,  others  shifted  their  best  goods  aside, 
with  wae  and  sorry  hearts ;  but  patience  perforce. 

Now  I  here  leave  them,  biding  and  oppressing  Aberdeen,  and 
return  to  the  committee  at  Turriff,  to  be  holden  the  26th  of 
April,  where  there  conveened  the  earl  of  Seaforth's  friends, 
(himself  being  in  Aberdeen),  .the  earl  of  Findlater's  friends,  ' 
the  minor  earl  of  Errol's  friends,  under  the  conduct  of  the  laird 
of  Delgaty,  the  minor  lord  of  Pitsligo's  friends,  under  conduct 
of  Alexander  Forbes  of  Boyndlie  his  tutor,  the  lairds  of  Innes 
and  Grant  came  out  of  Murray,  and  their  people  in  hail]  were 
estimated  to  be  about  one  thousand  six  hundred  men ;  but  be- 
cause Marischall,  Seaforth,  the  lord  Fraser,  and  the  master  of 
Forbes,  were  in  Aberdeen,  and  came  not  to  Turriff,  this  com- 
mittee dissolved,  and  ilk  man  went  home,  wher^t  sundry  mar- 
velled, being  the  first  committee  that  ever  was  so  dissolved  with- 
out -more  ado. 

Now  the  earls  and  lords  aforesaid  being  in  Aberdeen  at  this 
time,  as  ye  have  heard,  they  there  appointed  a  committee  to  be 
holden  over  again  at  Turriff  upon  the  28th  day  of  May  next, 
and  continued  all  matters  to  that  day.  The  earl  Marischall  caus- 
ed take  out  of  the  laird  of  Pitfoddel's  cellar,  two  barrels  full  of 
powder,  pertaining  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly;  he  delivered 
back  the  town's  keys  to  the  provost  and  baillies ;  some  got  pay- 
ment for  their  entertainment,  others  wanted,  being  there  Thurs- 
day at  night,  Friday  all  day,  and  Saturday  till  afternoon,  that 
they  got  their  leave ;  charging  them  to  be  in  readiness  upon 
twenty-four  hours  warning.  The  earl  of  Seaforth  that  samen 
night  took  his  leave,  and  went  home ;  the  earl  Marischall  re- 
moves to  Dunotter ;  but  sundry  honest  men's  houses  in  Aber- 
deen were  robbed  and  spoilzied,  and  the  people  grievously  op- 
pressed by  lowns  and  limmars  that  came  here  at  this  time,  and 
were  bly  the  to  be  quit  of  them,  who  had  fled  the  committee  at 
Turriff  only  for  fear  of  the  lord  Aboyn: 

Upon  Friday  the  26th  of  April,  the  laird  of  Clony,  upon 
safe  conduct  frae  the  green  table,  comes  back  to  Aberdeen, 
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being  stopped  in  his  journey  soatfa)  as  ye  hmv^  heard.  Maiia" 
chall  yet  being  in  the  town  with  his  army,  sends  for  him,  who 
upon  written  assurance,  went  and  had  conference  with  him^ 
syne  went  to  the  Oldtown,  and  declared  that  the  marquisi  with 
his  eldest  son,  were  both  warded  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh^ 
and  that  he  had  written  for  his  three  daughters,  lady  Anne,  lady 
Henrietta,  and  lady  Jean,  to  come  to  Edinburgh.  Cluny  stayed 
short  while  here,  but  rode  with  his  letters  frae  the  marquis  to 
the  lord  Aboyn  his  son. 

Upon  Sunday  the  28th  of  April,  Dr.  Scr<^gie  teached  ia 
Old  Aberdeen,  who  had  lived  obscurely  in  the  country  since 
March,  and  now  returns  to  his  own  charge,  and  Mr.  Gilbert 
Ross  to  be  reader. 

The  lord  Aboyn  and  his  friends  hearing  of  these  meetings  at 
Monymusk,  Kintore,  and  Aberdeen,  and  looking  assuredly 
that  they  should  hold  their  committee  at  Turriff,  and  thereafter 
plunder  the  laird  of  Banff,  and  the  rest  who  had  not,  nor  would 
subscribe  this  covenant :  thereafter,  by  advice,  he  grows  to  an 
head,  and  conveens  of  highlandmen  and  lowlandmen  about 
two  thousand  horse  and  foot,  and  resolved  to  keep  this  meetiiig» 
or  otherwise  defend  themselves  from  plundering.  Lieutenant 
Crowner  Johnston  was  in  his  company,  a  gallant  gentleman^ 
who  went  out  of  Aberdeen  with  the  marquis  to  Strathboggie, 
where  he  remained  during  these  troublesome  days,  and  whose 
advice  the  lord  of  Aboyn  chiefly  followed;  but  hearing  this 
committee  was  adjourned  to  the  20th  of  May,  they  beheld,  but 
keeped  still  the  fields.  It  was  said,  while  the  earls  Mariscball 
and  Seaforth  were  in  Hallforest,  after  their  meeting  at  Kintore^ 
the  lord  of  Aboyn  was  then  in  the  fields;  and  Mr.  Robert 
Gordon  of  Straloch,  and  Dr.  Gordon  in  Old  Aberdeen,  went 
to  Mariscball  for  peace,  and  to  eschew  blood ;  but  they  got  a 
bleat  answer,  and  so  tint  their  travel. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  noble  marquis  of  Huntly  was  treach- 
erously bad  to  Edinburgh ;  he  lodges  in  his  ordinary  lodging, 
well  watched.  Upon  the  morrow,  being  Saturday  the  20th  of 
April,  he  and  his  son  are  convoyed  up  the  street  and  ignomi- 
niously  warded  within  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  without  any 
other  reason  but  because  he  loved  his  master  the  king,  and 
would  not  follow  their  course  and  subscribe  their  covenant^ 
whilk  he  would  never  grant  to  do  willingly,  and  therefore  his 
neighbour  subjects,  without  law  or  authority,  at  their  own 
hands,  would  bring  him  perforce*  to  their  opinion  :  as  first,  they 
raised  an  army  and  came  to  Inverurie,  whilk  he  could  not  re^ 
sist,  nor  from  whom  he  could  in  nowise  flee,  either  by  sea  or 
land,  and  was  forced  to  tryst  and  give  his  band,  no  doubt  to 
their  contentment ;  thereafter,  under  trust,  taken  south  to  Edin- 
burgh, against  his  will,  and  last  of  all  warded,  as  ye  have 
heard.  Thus  was  this  great  and  mighty  marquis,  wise,  valour- 
oue,  and  stout  Ueutenant  of  the  north,  brought  under  his  feU 
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Ui  emie  of  InveniMS  taken  by  theadt 
mni  nuterfolly  withholdea  fne  him ;  the  like  injuriee  that  no- 
ble house  never  sustained  in  any  preoeeding  age ;  however^  he 
resolved  if  he  oould,  he  would  endure  more  before  he  proved 
disloyal  to  his  gracious  king,  and  so  beheld  patiently.  The 
green  table  appointed  five  guardians  to  attend  upon  him  and  his 
son  night  and  day»  upon  his  own  expences,  that  none  might  oome 
in  nor  out  but  1^  their  knowledge. 

The  green  table  and  Covenanters  no  doubt  rendered  great 
aise  and  honour  to  general  Montrose  and  his  company  for 
ing^ng  Aberdeen  under  subjection,  and  the  great  marquis  of 
Hnntly  to  Edinburgh,  whereby  they  expected  no  more  aisobe- 
dienee  in  the  north;  wherein  they  were  much  deceived,  and 
whereof  they  had  cause  to  repent,  in  respect  of  the  troubles 
which  followed,  and  which  perhaps  the  marquis  might  have 
stopped,  if  he  had  been  suffered  to  bide  at  home,  and  not  have 
bem  so  used ;  nowise  tending  to  his  disgrace,  but  to  the  shame 
and  endless  indignity  of  the  devisers  and  doers  thereof.  It  was 
said  the  king  (not  knowing  his  warding)  sent  him  letters,  whilk 
were  intercepted  and  broken  up  by  the  Covenanters. 

Ye  heard  of  a  proclamation  set  out  by  his  majesty  at  all  the 
parish  churches  of  England,  against  his  disobedient  subjects  in 
Scotland.  The  Covenanters  wrote  out  an  answer  thereto,  called, 
Tke  Remotutrance  of  the  NcbUiiy^  Barons^  Burgesse^^  Ministers^ 
mid  Cammong^  uritAm  the  Kingdom  qf  Scotland.  Imprinted  at 
EdhdmrgAj  by  Jamee  Brymm^  the  22d  of  March,  1639.  By  the 
^ilk  they  set  down  an  answer  to  ilk  particular  reason  contain- 
ed in  the  king's  proclamation,  and  that  they  had  done  no  wrong 
in  their  haill  procedure,  and  that  any  proclamation  made  in  Eng- 
land, or  sent  down  here  to  be  proclaimed  in  Scotland,  declaring 
them,  and  the  most  part  of  the  body  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  rebels 
and  traitors,  was  in  itself  null  and  unlawful,  as  done  by  the 
king  upon  information  of  wicked  and  seditious  persons,  seeking 
their  own  ends,  without  advice  of  council  or  parliament,  who 
bad  special  power  in  declaring  matters  of  treason,  and  therefore 
had  g^x>d  reason  to  stay  the  publication  of  such  illegal  procla- 
mations. 

The  king  alleged,  he  had  princely  power  and  authority  to  set 
•ttl  the  like  proclamations  against  his  rebellious  subjects,  with- 
out consent  of  council  or  parliament,  being  a  born  monarch, 
and  not  an  elective  king,  subject  to  none  but  Almighty  God ; 
and  also  that  he  might,  without  their  advice,  denounce  open  war 
and  hostility  against  his  rebel  subjects  for  their  disobedience  and 
vebellion.  Nevertheless,  the  king's  proclamation  is  proudly 
stopped  from  being  proclaimed,  as  his  majesty  desired,  lest 
thereby  the  hearts  of  the  people  might  be  drawn  from  their 
swam  oovenant.  The  king's  mind  was  never  to  abolish  bishops, 
bat  trnly  to  maintain  them  in  their  rents  and  dignities,  and  de- 
cbured  the  same  by  proclamation  about  this  time  at  the  cross  of 
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Edinlrargh :  bat  the  Covenanters  oompeared,  and  made  protee* 
tationa  againat  the  samen,  as  contrary  to  their  assembly  lately, 
holden  at  Glatagow,  whereby  bishops  were  absolutely  abolished, 
and  the  kirk  to  be  governed  by  sessions,  presbyteries,  provin- 
cial and  general  assemblies. 

About  the  28th  of  April,  the  drum  was  sent  through  Abeiv 
deen,  that  no  fishery-boat  should  speak  with  any  stranger  sMpa 
that  should  come  to  the  road,  which  was  done  1^  advertisement 
from  the  green  table ;  but  no  ships  came  at  this  time. 

Monday  the  29th  of  April,  lady  Anne  Gordon,  lady  Henrietta, 
and  lady  Jean,  her  two  sisters,  came  frae  Strathln^gie  to  Aber* 
deen,  and  frae  that  went  to  Edinburgh  and  supped  with  the 
marquis  at  the  castle ;  but  on  the  morrow  the  green  table  eauiH 
ed  transport  them  irae  the  castle  to  their  lodging,  and  would 
not  suffer  them  to  bide  beside  their  fother,  to  his  further  die* 
pleasure,  and  beyond  his  expectation,  when  he  sent  north  for 
them ;  and  he  was  so  watched,  that  none  of  his  bairns,  friends, 
nor  servants,  could  come  nor  go  but  by  advice  of  this  green 
table;  and  in  the  meantime  was  dealt  with  by  the  Covenanters 
to  subscribe  the  covenant,  which  he  would  never  grant  to  do, 
but  at  the  king's  command,  as  by  a  paper  set  out  by  himself 
called,  <<  7%e  Marquis  of  Huntly^s  Reply  to  certain  Noblefiie$h 
Crentkmen^  and  Ministers,  Covenanters  in  Scotland,  sent  from 
their  associates,  to  signify  to  him  that  it  behoved  him  either  to  as^ 
sist  their  designs,  or  to  be  carried  to  prison  in  the  CasOe  ofEdim^ 
burgh  I  20th  of  April,  1639.  Now  published,  because  qf  a  false 
copy  thereof  lately  printed  without  authority  or  his  own  consem, 
and  printed  at  London  by  Bobert  Young,  his  majesty's  printer  Jbr 
Scotland,  1640." 

The  Marquis  of  Huntly's  reply  to  certain  Noblemen,  &c. — 

"  To  be  yoor  prisoner,  it  by  nmdi  the  less  displeasing  to  me,  thst  my  aeen- 
sation  is  for  nothing  else  bat  loyalty,  and  that  1  hare  been  brought  into  this 
estate  by  such  nnfiur  means,  as  can  never  be  made  appear  honouraUe  in  those 
who  nsed  them. 

''  Whereas  you  offer  liberty,  upon  condition  of  my  entering  into  your  co» 
Tenant,  I  am  not  ao  bad  a  merchant  as  to  bay  it  with  the  loss  of  my  coosoieaoe, 
fidelity,  and  honour,  which  in  so  doing  I  ^onld  make  acoompt  to  be  whslly 
perished.  I  have  already  given  my  faith  to  my  prince,  upon  whose  head  this 
crown,  by  all  law  of  nature  and  nations,  is  justly  fallen,  and  1  will  falsify 
that  faith  by  joining  with  any  in  a  pretence  of  religion,  which  my  own  judge* 
ment  cannot  excuse  from  rebellion ;  for  it  is  well  known  that,  m  theprimiUTe 
diorch,  no  arms  were  holden  lawful,  being  lifted  by  sulgects  againat  ^\mr 
prince,  though  the  whole  frame  of  Christianity  was  then  in  question.  Whoess 
you  would  encourage  me  to  be  a  partaker  with  you,  by  your  hopes  of  sappfy 
ftom  France  and  other  foreign  nations,  together  with  your  so  good  intelli* 
gence  in  England,  as  no  danger  will  come  from  thence.  Let  me  tell  yov,  thai 
in  my  opinion  thir  reasons  are  but  vain  ;  the  French  being  now  more  strailly 
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tied  Umh  befivre  to  apliold  the  witluirity  of  our  MMiod  lOVflKigft  ty  a  n^v 
eemfloted  ki^ine  of  mirriage>  whereby  their  intereet  in  hie  m^ieety'e  pmgeijr 
will  OTerbelenoe  yoa,  though  your  canoe  were  better;  other  foreigiieii  epep 
merely  unable  by  their  own  diatiactions^  and  the  Engliah  have  ever  been  atxonf 
fiur  us,  when  only  their  own  king,  and  not  onm  too,  did  lead  them.  For  my 
own  pert,  I  am  in  your  power,  and  resolve  not  to  leave  thai  fi>nl  title  of  tnilor 
as  an  inheritance  to  my  posterity.  Yon  may  take  my  head  firom  my  ihonlden^ 
but  not  my  heart  from  my  sovereign." 


This  reply  ia  dated  the  80th  of  April,  upon  whilk  day  be 
warded  hi  the  castle  of  Edinburgh:  no  doubt  he  was  basted 
thereto  upon  sight  of  this  his  noble  reply,  whereby  bis  loyalty  to 
bis  master  the  king  may  be  clearly  seen,  his  taking  dishonour- 
ably the  Covenanters'  course  not  well  grounded,  and  their  hopes 
of  help  weak  and  uncertain.  Now  I  leave  this  noble  marquis 
still  in  ward  till  afterwards.  Yet  it  seems  be  knew  not  the 
strict  combination  betwixt  us  and  England,  as  hereaiker  may 
appear. 

In  the  month  of  April,  Dr.  John  Gordon,  minister  at  Elgin, 
fled  his  charge.  He  was  first  deprived  for  not  signing  the  cove* 
nant,  syne  went  to  England,  where  he  got  a  kirk,  and  lived 
quietly  there  during  the  time  of  these  troubles. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  bishops  fled  into  England,  but  none 
durst  come  back  again  to  their  places,  and  the  king  is  grieved 
and  daily  vexed  with  their  complaints  and  maintenance. 

About  this  time,  Donald  Farquharson  and  some  highlandmen 
<yf  Brae  of  Mar,  came  down  to  the  Meams  and  plundered  the 
earl  MarischalVs  bounds  of  Strathauchan,  whereat  the  earl  was 
highly  offended. 

Upon  Thursday  the  Sd  of  May,  there  came  to  the  Firlh  of 
Fortli  a  navy  of  ships,  whereof  there  were  four  ships  royal,  aad 
twenty-six  other  ships,  well  furnished  with  men,  meat,  and  mu* 
nition,  captains  and  commanders,  whereof  the  lord  marquis  of 
Hamilton  was  admiral.  There  were  three  thousand  soldiers  ap- 
pointed to  be  landed  in  the  north,  for  defence  of  his  majesty's 
loyal  subjects,  with  four  months'  provisions,  and  all  materials 
necessary  for  that  efiect ;  and  his  majesty  gave  his  letters  patent 
to  the  said  marquis  of  Hamilton  for  that  service,  trusting  to  his 
loyalty.  This  expedition,  so  much  tending  to  the  king's  honour, 
wherein  bis  majesty  was  clearly  deceived,  as  ye  shall  hear,  lost 
his  travel  and  expences,  amounting  to  thirteen  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  whilk  he  caused  deliver  to  the  said  admiral  for  furnish- 
ing  all  things  necessary  for  this  army.  How  soon  thir  ships  are 
seen  come  up  Forth,  the  bonfires  were  set  up  in  Fife  and  Lo- 
thian, and  ilk  county,  to  advertise  oUier  for  conveening  hastily 
togetfier  in  arms.  Edinburgh  goes  hastily  to  work ;  but  many 
within  that  town,  Dundee,  a|id  Montrose,  were  sore  astonished 
and  aflrighted,  that  knew  not  the  secret  of  things.  Some  fled,' 
some  set  their  goods  aside  without  just  cause,  for  the  marquis  of 
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Httoiltoii  WM  admiral,  m  is  before  noCioei;  nd m 
Mred  of  his  fiiToar  and  friendship,  and  that  he  woald  do  so 
skaith  to  a  Covenanter;  but  for  fashion's  sake,  we  made  must^- 
ing  of  men  in  Fife  and  Lothian,  and  through  the  country. 

At  this  same  time,  those  who  had  fled  out  of  Aberdeen,  and 
ont  of  the  country,  hearing  of  the  coming  of  this  nayy  for  their 
relief,  hastily  embarked  in  a  Kirkaldy  ship,  about  the  number 
of  forty-eight  persons,  and  came  forward ;  but  their  ship  being 
spied  by  the  admiral,  he  causes  take  her,  and  take  out  her  ord- 
napce  and  mariners,  and  place  them  in  one  of  his  fleet,  s}me  di- 
rected mariners  of  his  own  to  convoy  our  Aberdonians  in  tbeir 
Kirkaldy  bark. 

*  The  lord  Aboyn,  upon  his  own  reasons,  caused  break  up  Us 
army,  and  ilk  man  to  go  home  to  his  own  house ;  and  suddenly, 
upon  Friday  the  3d  of  May,  shipped  in  the  Eugie  at  Crooked* 
baven,  with  some  few  persons,  and  to  his  majesty  goes  he.  His 
departure,  was  joyful  to  his  enemies,  and  sorrowful  to  his 
friends,  who  had  kythed  with  him,  especially  the  lairds  of 
Gigbt,  Haddo,  Foveran, .  Udny,  Newtown,  Pitmcdden,  Tlp- 
pertie,  Harthill,  and  others,  who  had  followed  him  aftw  they 
Bad  snbecribed  the  covenant.  The  laird  of  Banff,  and  some 
other  barons  and  gentlemen,  seeing  the  lord  Aboyn's  suddan 
departure,  began  to  look  to  themselves,  and  had  a  meeting  at 
Auefaterless  the  7th  of  May. 

The  names  of  Forbes  and  Fraser  had  likewise  a  meeting  a4 
Inverurie,  upon  the  8th  of  May,  and  likewise  a  great  meeting 
holden  at  Edinburgh  among  the  Covenanters  the  said  day. 

Upon  (his  same  8th  of  Aby,  the  barons,  such  as  Banff,  Gigbt, 
JEIaddo,  Cromartie,  Foveran,  Crombie,  and  some  others,  with 
lieutenant  Crowner  Johnston,  about  eighty  horse  and  sixty  foot, 
name  to  the  kirk-yard  of  Ellon,  and  sent  to  the  laird  of  Ken- 
muck,  being  in  his  own  house  of  Arduthie,  desiring  him  to  re* 
fuse  the  country  covenant  and  subscribe  the  king's  oove&ant. 
Tbei^  haj^ned  to  be  with  the  laird  of  Kenmock,  the  hurda  of 
Watertown  and  Auehmacoy,  with  about  eighteen  persons.  He 
returned  answer,  he  could  not  perjure  himself  and  leave  his 
covenant ;  however,  they  did  no  more  wrong  to  him,  and  some 
went  in  and  drank  friendly  in  his  house.  They  urged  others 
likewise  to  quit  this  covenant,  but  came  no  speed,  lliere  were 
together  the  lairds  of  Banff  and  Gsght,  the  young  laird  of  Cro- 
martie, with  some  others,  who,  with  lieutenant  Crowner  John- 
ston, upon  the  1 0th  of  May,  intended  to  come  to  the  place  of 
Towie  JBarelay,  and  there  to  take  eut  such  arms,  muskets,  guns, 
and  carabines,  as  the  lairds  of  Delgatie  and  Towie  Barclay  had 
plundered  from  the  said  young  laird  of  Cromartie,  out  of  the 
place  of  BalquhoUy ;  but  it  happened  the  lord  Fraser  and  master 
of  Forbes  to  see  their  coming,  so  they  manned  the  house  of 
Towie,  closed  the  yeatis,  and  shot  dsverse  shot  frae  the  hoose 
bead»  where  a  servant  of  the  laird  of  Gight's  was  shot,  caUed 
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Dftvid  Ptott.  The  buons  seeing  they  coaM  not  mend  them- 
•elres,  left  the  hoine»  thinking  it  no  vassalage  to  stay  ^Hnle 
Aey  were  skin :  syne  witlioat  ncnre  ado  rode  their  way.  Bat 
here  it  is  to  be  marked,  that  this  waA  .the  first  time  that  Uood 
was  drawn  here  since  the  beginning  of  the  covenant. 

Word  came  to  Aberdeen  that  the  king  was  coming  to  Berwick 
with  a  land  army,  and  before  his  incoming  he  had  sent  a  prodai- 
mation  to  be  proclaimed  at  all  the  mercat  crosses  in  Scotland^ 
bearing  in  effect  his  majesty's  gre»t  patience  and  gracioos  pro- 
ceeding from  time  to  time  since  the  beginning  of  thir  oproars^  as 
his  proclamations  often  made  before,  bearing  his  loving  inten- 
tions, clearly  da  declare ;  and  now  as  before,  Qowise  willing  to 
trouble  his  antient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  if  so  be  the  CWe* 
nanters  would  break  their  lawless  covenant,  and  dissolve; 
render  and  restcnre  his  own  castles ;  set  at  liberty  such  as  thev 
had  without  warrant  warded  and  incarcerated;  and  restore  such 
ministers  and  pastors  to  the  churches  whom  they  had  violently 
ihrost  out,  and  diverse  other  articles ;  and  that  the  Covenanters 
should  acknowledge  their  disorder,  ask  mercy  for  the  same,  and 
promise  loyal  ob^ence  in  all  time  coming.  Upon  thir  condi- 
tions, his  majesty  would  most  freely  and  graciously  pardon  and 
foiffive  all  bygone  faults,  free  them  from  all  fears  anent  inbring- 
ing  alterations  or  changes  in  church  or  policy,  and  that  he  should 
indict  a  parliament  anent  the  lawfulness  or  unlawfulness  of  their 
last  general  assembly  holden  in  Glasgow,  and  strive  in  every 
thing  to  give  his  good  subjects  pleasure  and  contentment. 
Otherwise,  if  the  Covenanters  would  refuse  these  his  majesty's 
most  gracious  oflFers,  that  then  he  did  protest  before  the  lUng  of 
kings,  that  if  he  was  compelled  to  draw  his  sword  for  their  re- 
belUouB  behaviour,  that  the  innocent  blood  should  not  be  craved 
at  his  hands,  but  at  their  hands  who  were  the  procurers  and 
workers  thereof;  and  therewithal,  by  this  proclamation,  de- 
nounced open  war  and  hostility  against  thir  rebellious  Cove- 
nanters, with  promise  of  mercy  and  forgiveness  to  all  such  as  by 
constraint  or  fear  had  subscribed  the  samen ;  and  likewise  with 
power  to  all  the  commoners,  labourers  of  the  ground,  tenants, 
servants,  and  yeomanry,  not  to  pay  mail -duty  or  service  to 
their  masters  who  were  Covenanters^  frae  this  time  forth ;  and 
ilk  tenant  to  pay  half  of  their  mails,  farms,  and  duties,  to  the 
king,  the  other  half  to  pertain  to  themselves,  and  to  keep  their 
tacks  and  possessions  for  payment  of  half  duty  to  the  king  alle- 
narly,  and  nothing  to  be  paid  to  their  covenanting  masters,  heri- 
tora  of  the  samen ;  and  further  charging  and  commanding  them 
to  go  on  in  his  majesty's  service,  with  force  of  arms,  fire  and 
sword,  against  the  Covenanters,  promising  maintenance  and  as- 
sistance, and  a  free  remission  of  what  hurt  and  prejudice  fol* 
lowed  thereupon.  This  proclamation,  containing  diverse  other 
claoses  mid  conditions,  was  imprinted;  but  howsoever,  it  was  his 
ma|esty's  will  and  command  that  this  proclamation  should  be 
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publickly  proclaimed  at  the  cross  of  Edinbm^h,  and  other  bar- 
rowa  of  Scotland,  yet  no  obedience  was  given  thereto,  but  waa 
tnaaterfully  stopped  and  concealed  by  the  green  table,  lest  being 
proclaimed,'  his  majesty's  lieges  should  hearken  thereto,  and  flee 
the  covenant,  and  leave  the  caose  manless;  and  therefore  no 
herauld,  pursuivant,  nor  messenger,  durst  hazard,  for  feai*  of 
their  lives,  to  go  proclaim  the  samen.  This  printed  prodama^ 
tion  came  to  Aberdeen  about  the  14th  of  May,  but  the  king  wm 
not  come  to  Berwick,  but  lying  still  at  Newcastle,  and  coold  get 
no  obedience  in  this  point. 

There  came  orders  frae  the  green  table  about  this  time  to 
Aberdeen,  charging  them  to  transport  their  twelve  pieces  of 
ordnance  to  Montrose,  for  certain  causes,  whilk  the  town 
thought  hardly  of:  first,  in  respect  the  king  himself  had  gifted 
the  town  six  of  these  pieces,  and  next  in  respect  of  the  trouble 
of  carrying  them,  and  so  they  sat  this  charge,  and  nodiing  fol- 
lowed thereupon. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  committee  to  be  holdan  at  Turriff  was 
adjourned  to  the  20th  of  May  Now  there  began  to  gather,  to 
keep  this  committee,  the  earl  Marischall's  men  of  Buchan»  him- 
self being  absent,  the  young  earl  of  Errol's  men,  the  minor 
lord  of  Pitsligo's  men,  with  their  captains  and  leaders,  the  lord 
Fraser,  the  roaster  of  Forbes,  the  lairds  of  Delgatie,  Towie 
Barclay,  Ludquham,  Craigievar,  Echt,  Skene,  Tolquhon,  and 
Watortown,  being  present,  and  diverse  others,  thdr  kin,  friends, 
men,  tenants,  and  servants,  and  were  estimate  to  be  about 
twelve  hundred  horse-  and  foot;  and  on  Monday  the  13th  of 
May,  they  came  forward  to  Turriff,  thinking  there  to  abide 
while  the  20th,  that  more  forces  might  gather  tcgether,  to  hold 
their  committee,  and  thereafter  to  go  in  feir  of  war  upon  the 
laird  of  Banff,  and  such  others  as  had  assisted  the  lord  Aboyn 
to  plunder  their  goods,  and  take  their  persons  and  abuse  them  at 
their  pleasure.  But  how  soon  the  barons  (who  had  assisted 
Aboyn)  heard  of  this  meeting,  they  resolved  shortly  to  wait 
upon  the  samen,  and  conveen  the  lairds  of  Banff,  Abergeldicy 
Haddo,  young  Cromartie,  Craig,  Auchindore,  Foveran,  Crom*- 
bie,  Gigfht,  Newtown,  Harthill,  Udny,  and  lieutenant  Growner 
Johnston,  with  diverse  other  brave  gentlemen,  about  the  num- 
ber of  eight  hundred  horse  and  foot,  with  some  good  com- 
manders, such  as  Arthur  Forbes  of  Blaoktown,  &c.,  and  quickly 
brought  out  of  Strathboggie  four  brasen  field  pieces ;  and  under- 
standing the  Covenanters*  forces  to  increase  daily,  therefore 
they  stoutly  resolved  to  be  at  them  in  time,  and  to  go  on  with 
all  diligence:  for  this  committee  was  to  be  holden  at  Turriff 
the  20th  of  May,  and  the  Covenanters  came  to  Turriff  upon  the 
Monday  before,  being  the  13th  of  May,  thinking  there  to  abide 
till  the  20th,  and  then  to  hold  their  committee.  But  the  barons 
quickly  followed ;  and  that  same  Monday,  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  they  began  to  march  in  very  quiet  and  sober  manner,  and 
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by  the  peep  of  iasj  came  by  aa  unrapected  iroy  (whereof  thai 
Coiveiiantara  had  no  knowledge)  to  the  town  of  Turriff;  the 
tmmpeta  began  shortly  to  eoimd,  and  the  drums  to  beat.  The 
Covenanters,  whereof  some  were  sleei»ng»  others  drinldng  and 
wmabing  tobaeco^  others  walking  up  and  down,  hearing  the 
noise  dP  ihrume  and  trampetSy  ran  to  their  arms  md  confusedly 
to  array;  and.by  this  time  both  the  Covenanters  and  Anti-cove* 
■anteis  aie  in  sight  of  one  another,  in  order  of  battle.  There  were 
two  shots  shot  out  of  the  earl  of  Errol's  house  against  the  barons,, 
whilk  they  qniekly  answqped  with  two  field-pieces ;  then  the  Co- 
venanters began  en  hot  service,  and  the  barons  also^  and  shot 
OMfly  »uskeU«hot;  then  the  barons  shot  a  field-piece  in  among 
them,  wUeh  didno.skaith,  but  frighted  the  commons;  at  last 
another  field-Hpiece  was  diacharged,  which  made  them  all  take 
the  flight  foe  raar ;  they  followed  the  chaoe.  The  lord  Fraser  waa 
said  to  have  foul  foldmgs,  but  wan  away;  the  lairds  of  £cht  and 
Skene^  and  seme  others^  wese  taken  prisoners;  there  were  some 
hurt,  seme  slain;  ihe  barons  sounded  the  retreat,  and  came  pre* 
eently  baek  to*  Turriff,  where  they  took  meat  and  drink  at  their 
pleasiire,  end  flyed  Mr,  Thomas  Atitchell,  minkter  at  Turriff^ 
very  sera ;  and  so  this  committee  was  after  this  manner  diacharg«' 
ed  at  tfaie  time.  Likeas  upon  Wednesday  the  15th  of  May,  the 
baMDs,  with  Banff,  and  lieutenant  Johnstoi^  rode  free  Turriff 
te  New  Aberdeen,  about  eight  hundred  horse ;  they  plundered 
the  laird  of  Kenmuek  and  lus  brother's  horse  out  of  a  stable  in 
Aberdeen^  besanse  they  had  subscribed  the  covenant ;  but  they 
get  their  hone  again. 

The  Covenanters  hearing  of  this  trott  of  Turriff,  and  that 
they  wwre  come  into  Abermen,  began  to  hide  their  goods,  and 
to  flee  out  of  the  town  tm  safety  of  their  lives,  marvelling  at 
the  oi^srthrow  of  >  the  .meeting  of  Turrifl^  whilk .  was  the  first 
sinee  the  beginning  of  the  covenant.  However,  the  barons  at 
Aeir  o|w&  hiuids  meddle  with  the  town  keys  of  the  kirks  and 
ports -and  tudbooth  of  Aberdeen,  set  strait  watches,  lodged  their 
men«ehiefly  in  the  Covenantenf  houses,  such  as  Mr.  Matthew 
Lnmsden's,  Patrick  LesUe's,  Mr.  William  Moir's,  Walter  Coch- 
rm^s,  the  Bnmeta'  and  the  Jaffrays',  who  had  fled  the  town  for 
fear  of  their  lives,  except  Mr.  Alexander  Jaffray,  provost,  who 
for  shame  could  not  well  flee  ;  and  the  Covenanters'  wives  and 
baims  keeped  their  bouses  and  furnished  the  soldiers  abundantly ; 
ibe  rest  were  sustained  upon  the  common  chaige.  No  doubt 
thie  wae  vesy  grievous  to  Aberdeen,  to  be  so  u^  by  each  party 
that  were  maatere  of  the  fiield ;  whereas  all  the  other  burrows  og 
Seetland  lived  both  first  and  last  at  great  rest  and  quietness. 

The  foresaid  Idth  of  May,  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Bel* 
lielvie,  came  to  the  coUege^  of  Old  Aberdeen,  there  to  have 
holden  a  committee ;  but  finding  neither  masters  nor  students 
witbiny  aU  being  dispsseed*  and  ^,  the  bouse  left  desolate,  and 
the  gsaes  dosecl,  he  takes  instroment  that  he  could  get  no  en- 
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trance,  and  went  to  the  town,  where  Mr.  Robert  OgUyie,  the 
sub-principal  (happening  to  be  at  home)  followed  and  desired 
him  to  come  back  again,  and  he  shoald  have  patent  gates,  bnt 
he  refased  so  to  do ;  whereupon  the  sub-principal  also  took  in- 
struments, and  so  parted. 

The  barons  being  come  into  Aberdeen,  upon  Wednesday  the 
15th  of  May,  they  stayed  there  all  night,  and  Thursday,  Friday, 
Saturday,  and  Sunday.     Those  of  die  barons  and  gentry  who 
came  not  first  into  Aberdeen,  now  daily  came  in,  sudi  as  the 
hdrds  of  Oight,  Haddo,   Foveran,  Newtown,   Harthill,  Udny, 
Craig,    Auchindore,   and  Abergeldy;  the  gentlemen  of  Ensie 
and  Strathboggie,  with  the  tenants  and  servants  of  the  lairds  of 
Drum  and  Pitfoddels,  howbeit  themselves  had  fled  the  kingdom; 
many  Covenanters  of  the  name  of  Forbes,  through  plain  fear 
came  into  Aberdeen,  and  yielded  to  the  barons ;  but  no  Cove- 
nanters of  the  town's  men  durst  be  seen  npon  the  causeway,  and 
their  houses  were  well  quartered  with  soldiers,  as  well  as  the 
Anti-Covenanters  were  quartered  by  general  Montrose  or  the 
earl  Marischall  before;  but  all  were  sustained  upon  lihe  town's 
eharges,  for  neither  Covenanters  nor  Anti-Covenanters  got  pay- 
ment worth  a  plack.     The  barons  with  their  men  in  Aberdeen 
were  estimate  to  be  about  the  number  of  five  hundred  horsemen 
and  seven  hundred  footmen,  besides  Lodowick,  the  marquis  of 
Huntly's  fourth  son,  who  came  down  Dee*side  with  some  high«* 
landmen  out  of  Brae  of  Mar,  under  Donald  Farquharson,  and 
the  laird  of  Abergeldy,  and  diverse  others,  among  whom  was 
James  Grant,   the  sometime  vebel,    with  his  followers,   about 
five  hundred  men ;  they  took  in  the  place  of  Durris,  pertaining 
to  John  Forbes  of  Leslie,  a  great  Covenanter.    There  was  little 
plenishing  left  unconveyed  away  before  their  coming :  but  they 
got  good  beer  and  ale,  brake  up  girnels,  and  baked  good  ban- 
nocks at  the  fire,  and  drank  merrily  upon  the  laird's  bMt  drink; 
S3me  carried  away  with  them  as  mickle  victual  as  they  could 
carry,  which  they  could  not  get  eaten  and  destroyed,  and  then 
removed  from   that  to   Echt,    Skene,    Monymnsk,    and  other 
houses  pertaining  to  the  name  of  Forbes,  all  great  Covenanters* 
The  laird  of  Glenkindy's  bounds  was  also  plundered  at  this  time 
by  Donald  Farquharson,  for  taking  of  his  arms  away,  as  ye  have 
heard  before. 

The  barons  resolving  to  go  to  Dorris,  and  spoilsie  what  was 
hiHy  rendered  the  keys  back  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  and  upon 
Monday  the  20th  of  May  ^hey  rode  out  about  the  number  fore- 
said; but  by  the  way  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  barons  hav- 
ing come  victorious  firae  TurriiF  to  Aberdeen,  they  thought  best 
to  send  John  Leith  of  Harthill,  and  Mr.  William  Lumsden,  ad- 
vocate in  Aberdeen,  upon  the  1 7th  of  May,  to  Dunotter,  to 
sound  the  earl  Marischall's  mind,  what  he  thought  of  this  busi- 
ness, and  to  understand  if  his  lordship  would  behold  them,  or  if 
be  would  raise  forces  against  them,  whereby  they  might  he  on 
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their  guard;  wfaereimto  Um  esrl  answered,  that  he  oould  say 
nothing  till  he  had  eight  days'  leisure  to  be  advised  with  his 
friends.     It  is  said  the  earl  was  not  well  content  with  tbir  ooni* 
missioners,  and  scares  gave  them  a  hearing,  the  one  being  in 
manner  a  peasant,  and  the  other  a  papist ;  and  so  they  return 
with  this  answer  to  the  barons,  whereat  they  were  not  well  con- 
tent   Thereafter,  Mr.  Robert  Grordon  of  Straloch,  and  James 
Burnet  of  Craigmyle,  brother-^rman  to  the  laird  of  Leys,  two 
peaceab]e-*set  men,  and  fearing  great  troubles  shortly  to  follow 
if  the  barons  kept  the  fields,  b^ng  assured  an  army  would  be 
rawed  up  against  them,  they  therefore  laboured  to  get  the  barons 
to  hreak  up  their  army,  for  eschewing  of  innocent  blood ;  and  to 
this  effisct  ihey  rode  both  to  Dunotter  and  spake  with  the  earl 
Mvischall,  who  dedared  to  them  he  had  no  mtention  to  raise  an 
army,  except  he  had  orders  from  the  table ;  and  if  the  barans 
would  dissolve  their  aitmy,  he  would  give  them  lawful  time  of 
advertisement  to  reconveen  their  forces  for  thek  own  defeaee; 
and  in  the  meantime  that  they  should  not  trouble  nor  molest 
MarisGhall's  ground.     Thir  speeches  was  thought  to  be  past,  but 
there  was  no  write  thereupon,  and  Marisohall  denied  these  terma 
of  communing.    Afterwards,  the  barons  upon  the  20th  of  May 
rode  up  Dee-nde  to  Durris,  and  plundered  what  ihey  could  sei 
from  tike  name  of  Forbes  and  other  Covenanters.    They  were  M 
by  lieutenant  Crowner  Johnston,  Crowner  Garden,  captain  Ker, 
and  Arthur  Forbes  of  Blacktown,  expert  and  brave  commanders, 
with  some  others,  who  kept  their  council  of  war  daily  while  they 
stayed  in  Aberdeen  within  the  tolbooth ;  and  general  Johnston 
for  his  wit  and  policy  was  honoured  among  them  all,  and  had  the 
first  place  at  all  their  meetings.    After  the  plundering  of  Duixisy 
the  barons  hearing  no  wcnrd  of  rainng  of  forces,  and  confident  of 
Mr.  Robert  Gror£>n  and  James  Burnet  their  speeches,  resolved 
to  disband  their  army,  and  ilk  man  to  go  home  to  bia  own  honsey 
and  let  the  highlandmen  go  plundes  up  and  down  amongst  tike 
Covenanters  as  they  best  pleased ;  and  so  unhappily  tiiey  dis- 
solved their  army  upon  the  Slst  of  May,  and  that  samen  night 
there  only  returned  back  to  Aberdeen  the  barons,  with  about 
thirty  horse ;  they  staid  Wednesday  all  day  till  Thursday  mon^ 
ing;  they  did  no  wrong  within  the  town,  but  lived  upon  thdr 
own  expences  at  this  time.    In  the  meantime,  the  earl  Maiisdiall 
having  sure  intelligence  of  die  scaling  of  the  barons'  army,  began 
hastily  to  eonveen  forces  through  Ai^us  and  Meams,  and  cornea 
to  Tdlo-hill  beside  Bandiory-'Devnick  upon  tiie  28dof  May, 
bdmg  Thursday,  with  about  eight  hundred  horse  and  foot.     The 
mi^or  part  of  the  barons  being  in  Aberdeen,  looking  for  nothing 
less  tiian  this  army,  according  to  the  commissionerB'  speech,  ex* 
cent  upon  lawful  advertisement,  evidentiy  now  perceived  their 
m^take,  and  were  highly  offended  at  the  scaling  of  tiieir  army 
so  rashly  as  they  did,  without  any  warrant  from  the  earl  Maris- 
chall,  who  constantly  revised  any  such   communing  witii  Mr. 
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Robert  Gordon  and  Jamee  Bnmet,  as  they  had  pronnwi  in  hia 
name,  and  the  barons  had  nobody  to  blame  for  this  unlocked* 
fetf<  diflgraoe  but  their  two  cevnmissionera,  to  whom  they  gave 
too  much  credit  in  this  bneinese. 

In  this  meantime,  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  BeHielviey 
came  in  npon  the  16th  of  May  to  keep  the  synod  at  Aberdeen^ 
according  to  the  last  ordinance.  Diverse  other  ministers  came 
also ;  himself  preached,  and  touched  the  Anti-'Covmanters  npon 
peijury  and  promise  against  liieir  covenant-ottdi  and  snbscrip- 
tion ;  whereat  the  barons  foresaid,  being  in  Aberdeen,  took  ex- 
oeptlon.  After  sermon,  as  the  cnstomis,  die  ministers  sat  dewn 
is  the  session-honse,  and  called  over  tiieir  names,  ted  marked 
the  absents;  but  the  lord  Fraser,  and  master  of  Forbes,  the  bird 
of  Towie  Barclay,  and  the  rest  of  the  laick  elders,  came  not  to 
this  snlHsynod,  because  the  bscrons  were  in  the  town  before 
then ;  -so  without  more  bufidness  the  synod  dissolve ;  but  the  mo^ 
derailwr  and  his  wife's  horses  were  plundered  out  of  the  stable^ 
and 'himself  narrowly  escaped,  otherwise  he  would  have  been  v^ 

Ced  for  his  bold  preaching  agmnst  the  barons  in  their  own 
ingwilhin  the  kirk. 
'How  to  return  to  the  barons.  They  seeing  themselves  unaMe 
to  meet  the  earl  Marischall,  resolved  to  quit  the  town,  did  n* 
wrong,  but  took  their  entertainment ;  and  upon  Thursday  mom* 
ing^  Ae  29d  of  May,  they  rode  thereiiae  to  Strathboggie,  about 
th^ty  horse,  whesM  they  had  a  meeting  the  24th,  but  £d  no  good 
but  mischief  to  themselves,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

Upon  Sunday  the  19th  of  May,  die  barons  being  in  Aber* 
deen^  the  bishop  Bellenden  came  pertly  to  his  lodging  in  New 
Aberdeen,  with  his  ordinary  servants ;  sjrne  upon  the  morrow 
came  over  to  the  Oldtown  to  see  his  o#n  palace,  and  retamed 
baok  to  New  Aberdeen  again,  where  he  durst  not  bide  long,  but 
ymm  foveed  again  to  flee. 

How  soon  the  table  undeastood  how  the  barons  were  receipted 
in  AbeideeD,  they  shortly  caused  ward  Mr.  Thomas  6ray» 
Mir«  Robert  Farquhar,  John  Hay,  and  George  Morkon,  their 
commissioners^  until  payment  were  made  of  thdr  fine  of  forty 
thousand  merks;  but  it  was  not  taken  up,  by  reason  of  the  pi^ 
cifieation ;  but  th^  were  otherwise  pitifoUy  fined,  as  in  the  se* 
quel  of  this  history  shall  be  made  appear. 

N^sw,  the  samen  Thursday  that  the  barans  left  Abeideen,  the 
eaii  Marischall  raises  Ins  army  from  ToUo-bill,  and  comes  in 
to  Aberdeen,  and  of  new  again  takes  in  the  town,  meddles 
wiA  the  keys  of  the  ports,  kirks,  and  tolbooth,  and  quarteia 
his  s<ddiers  Arough  the  haill  houses  thereof.  The  Anti-O^ 
venanters  seeing  his  coming,  shifted  their  goods,  and  sora^ 
lodnd  up  their  gates  and  house  doors,  and  ilk  aae  went  a 
simdhy  way. 

The  birfiop  of  Aberdeen,  John  Bellenden,  his  son,  and  Mr. 
John  Bellenden,  his  nephew,  arid  John  Blackwood,  his  serntor, 
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the  kird  vf  Gronartn;  youngv,  Mr. 
rf  Rotli^may,  Mr.  Aletsnider  SeroggiBy  one  of  llie  ngiBti  qf 
the  King'fi  College  of  Old  JUhwd^eb,.  and  wmm  odimi»  tlisfc 
MOkie  day  that  Maruchall  came  in,  went  abend  of  Andrew 
Findky^B  ship,  Ijring  in  the  road,  and  attending  their  aer¥io% 
liaslify  hoisted  «m1,  and  for  Rngland  to  die  hang  go  they ;  but  aU 
for  noc^bt,  since>they  were  afi  forced  to  oome  home  again,  aa* 
cept  the  biehofs  who  dnrst  not  xsetmn. 

The  Covenanters  who  had  fled  the  town  before^  returned 
proudly  back  again)  and  crop  the  causeway  eoinageonsly.  Thos 
is  die  miserable  hurrow  of  Aberdeen  brou^  again  under  slavery 
and  subjection,  without  authority,  Sor  gMng  way  to  the  banin% 
whom  they  were  not  able  to  keq>  out  of  tlie  town  by  foree  of 
arms,  as  was  weil  known. 

Upen  Friday  the  24th  of  May,  the  earl  Marischall's  men  of 
Mar,  Skene,  and  Kintore,  the  lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  Fei^ 
lies,  their  kin,  friends,  and  ibllowers,  with  diverse  other  fanaoSy 
oame  into  Aberdeen,   about  two  thousand  men;  there  were 
about  two  hundred  of  the  master  of  Forbes  and  laird  of  Crsigi^ 
^var's  men  quartered  in  Old  Aberdeen ;  their  eaterlaiaiaent  was 
small,  and  they  paid  as-  little  for  it.     Many  of  dik  oonmaay 
want  and  brake  up  the  bishop's  gates;  set  on  good  fiias  of  lus 
peals  standing  within  die  chnse;  thev  aiasterftilly  brake  up  the 
haiU  doers  and  windows  of  dm  stately  lionse ;  diey  brake  dowa 
Beds,   boards,  cap  ambries,  glass  wiiNbws,   took  out  the  mm 
■tenchette,  brake  off  the  looks,  and  what  they  iloold  get  carried 
with  them,  and  sold  ftfr  little  or  noduag ;  bat  they  got  neae  of 
the  bishop's  plenislnng  worth  nodmig,  beoanse  it  was  all  eoB»> 
Toyed  away  out  of  the  ymj  before  their  ooming.     Thas  is  thk 
stately  palace  pitiAilIy  abused  by  thir  rascals,  follower^  and  aoi^ 
diers  of  the  master  of  Forbes'  and  GraigieFvar,  albeit  the  bishop 
of  Aberdeen  was  uncle  to  the  said  master  of  Forbes,  beiag  his 
ikther's  brother  upon  the  mother's  side,  but  no  respect  was  had 
to  blood  in  thir  miserable  days.    The  bishop  of  Breddn's  house 
was  so  used,  himself,  wife,  and  dnldren,  forced  to  save  them^ 
selves  by  flight ;  right  so  the  bishop  of  St.  Andrew's  hoUse^  in 
the  abbey  of  Hol3^rood-«house,  was  so  handled ;  pidfal  to  see  this 
our  good  cause  begin  with  such  barbarity. 

Now  the  oountry  lords  and  barons  of  the  covenant  bring 
come  in  to  the  earl  MarischaH,  as  said  is,  they  sent  oat  their 
horses  and  destroyed  both  grass  and  corns,  fad  where  they  pleas^ 
ed  in  the  biriiop's  ward,  and  round  about  New  Aberdeen,  to 
the  great  grief  and  skaith  of  the  poor  labourers ;  but  they  durst 
not  complain :  and  upon  Saturday  the  25th  of  May,  the  earl  of 
Montrose,  the  earl  of  Kin^iom,  die  lord  Drummoad,  dm  lord 
Couper,  die  master  of  Gray,  the  youag  constahle  of  Dundee, 
and  diverse  others,  cam^  to  Aberdeen  about  du-ee  in  the  aftes^ 
noon.  They  Were  eetissate  to  four  thousand  men,  foot  aad 
horse,  besi^  baggage  horse,  estimate  to  be  about  three  huiH 
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dred,  eurjmg  their  pfovisioa,  with  thirteen  field-pieees.    llMy 
entoired  the  town  at  the  Upper  Kirk-gate  Port,  in  order  ii 
battle,  with  sounding  of  trumpets,  beating  of  drums,  and  dia- 
phiyed  banners;  tiiey  went  down. the  Bioed-'gate,  through  the 
Castlegate,  and  to  the  Queen's  Links  march  they,  where  they 
staid  all  that  night  under  strait  watch*     The  reason  of  the  eon* 
vention  of  this  haill  army  south  and. north,   was  against  the 
barons  and  laird  of  Banff,  for  stopping  of  the  committee  of  Tur* 
riff^  and  for  their  oppressing  and  ifrighting  the  Covenanters  both 
in  burrow  and  land,  and  for  taking  order  with  rach  as  had  not 
yet  subscribed  the  covenant  in  tlur  parts,  and  for  the  barona 
plundering  the  Covenanters'  houses  and  gear^.    Now  Aberdeen 
begins  again  to  groan  and  make  sore  lamentation  at  the  in€<»i* 
ing  of  tUs  great  army,  whom  they  were  unable  to  sustain  or  get 
meat  to  buy,  being  estimate  as  follows,  viz.— Four  thousand 
men  out  of  Angus  and  Strathem ;  nine  hundred .  men  out  of 
Buchan,  Meams,  and  Mar ;  the  lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  For^ 
bes,  the  tutor  of  Pitdigo,  the  lairds  of  Monymvsk,  Leslie,  Eeht^ 
Craigievar,  Glenkindy,  Ddgatie,  and  many  other  conntry  ba- 
rons,  estimate  to  cme  diousand  men  ;   the  earl  of  Athol  had 
three  hundred  men  in  highland  arms,  with  whom  he  came  himr 
self;    the  lairds   of  PhHorth,    Kenmnck,   and  diverse  others, 
came  into  the  town;  attour  there  were  about  four  thousand 
brave  men  on  horse  and  foot  coming  out  ol  Caithness,  Strath- 
naver,    Sutherland,    Ross,  and  Murray,  with  the  earl  of  Sear- 
forth,  the  lord  Lovat,  the  lord  Rae,  the  sheriff  of  Murray,  the 
lairds  of  Innes  and  Pluscardien,  wiUi  diverse  others,  their  cap^ 
tains  and  commanders,  and  were  upon  their  journey  towards 
Aberdeen,  to  have  joined  with  the  army ;  but  were  bravely  in- 
terrujpted  and  withstood  by  the  name  of  Gordon  and  laira  of 
Banff,  who  hastily  conveened  a  brave  company  of  horse  and  foot, 
and  rode  over  Spey,  whereat  the  town  of  Elgin  was  sore  afraid, 
and  stood  to  their  arms;  the  earl  of  Seaforth  and  the  rest,  see^ 
ing  thir  barons  boldly  ride  Spey,  and  come  forward  in  order  of 
battle,  they  go  to  array,  and  resolve  to  meet  them,  and  were 
upon  their  march  within  two  miles  of  each  other.     In  the  mean 
time,  some  peaceable-eet  men  on  both  sides  settled  the  matter;  so 
that  Murray,  Ross,  and  Sutherland,  should  not  come  over  Spey* 
but  return  home  to  their  houses;  and  on  tlie  other  side,  the 
name  of  Gordon,  Banff,  and  the  rest,  should  return  over  Spey, 
and  go  to  their  houses;  and  thus  thir  people  were  stayed  un^ 
come  to  Aberdeen  at  this  time,  whereat  the  army  there  took 
great  exception ;  tliis  was  done  by  the  barons  upon  the  28th  day 
of  May. 

Upon  the  26th  of  May,  being  Sunday,  the  earl  of  Montrose, 
now  called  General  again,  with  the  rest  of  the  nobles,  heard 
devotion ;  but  their  nMal  soldiers  in  time  of  both  sermons,  are 
abasing  and  plundering  New  Aberdeen  pitifully,  without  regard 
to  God  or  man ;  and  in  the  meantime,  grass  and  corns  are  eaten 
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Aod  destroyed  aKont  botk  Aberdeetts,  wkhout  fear  of  Uie  male* 
dictions  of  the  poor  laboarm  of  the  ground.  Tbia  aaiae  Siindayf 
aftar  aermonay  the  general  gave  order  to  quarter  hia  haill  soldiers 
within  both  Aberdeens,  whilk  was  done  that  night,  and  upon 
the  morrow  in  New  Aberdeen,  because  Old  Ab^een  was 
quartered  before  by  the  master  of  Forbes,  his  kin  and  friends. 
Tlie  bishop's  servants  saved  his  books  and  other  plmiishing,  and 
hid  them  in  houses  of  the  town  irom  the  violence  of  the  runna- 
gate  sokliers,  who  brake  down  and  deoMdished  all  they  could 
get  within  the  bishop's  house,  without  making  any  great  benefit 
to  themselves* 

And  as  the  houses  were  thus  abused  and  spoilzied,  right  so 
the  corns  were  eaten  and  destroyed  by  the  horse  of  this  great 
aimy,  bodi  by  night  and  day  during,  their  abode;  the  salmon 
fishers  both  of  Deo  and  Don  were  all  masterfully  oppressed,-  and 
their  aalmon  taken  ftom  them,  whereupon  one  of  their  rascal 
addiera  waa  slain  at  Dee-side  by  the  watermen.  Now  thir  mat- 
ters pertainkig  heritably  for  the  most  part  to  burgesses  Cove- 
nanters, they  complained  upon  thir  oppressions  to  the  general, 
who  eommimded  a  watch  to  be  kept  night  and  day  to  defend 
both  the  rivers  of  Dee  and  Don  irom  such  wrongs  and  oppres- 
sions, and  thus  the  watermen  are  made  free.  But  the  country 
romid  about  was  pitifully  plundered ;  the  meal  girnels  broken 
up,  eaten,  and  consumed.  No  fowl,  cock,  or  hen,  left  unkilled ; 
the  haill  house-dogs,  messens,  and  whelps,  within  Aberdeen, 
kilfed  upon  the  streets,  so  that  neither  hound,  messen,  or  other 
deg^  was  left  alive  that  they  could  see.  The  reason  was  this, 
w£ni  the  first  army  came  here,  ilk  captain  and  soldier  had  a 
bine  ribband  about  his  craig,  in  despite  and  derision  whereof, 
when  they  removed  from  Aberdeen,  some  women  of  Aberdeen 
(as  was  alleged)  knit  blue  ribbands  about  their  messen's  craigs, 
whereat  thir  soldiers  took  ofience,  and  killed  all  their  dc^  for 
this  very  cause. 

Upon  Monday  the  87th  of  May,  the  general  goes  to  a  council 
of  war*  They  take  ten  thousand  marks  frae  the  town  of  Aber- 
deen to  save  it  frae  plundering,  and  took  twelve  piecea  of  ord- 
nance from  them,  and  shipped  them  in  a  bark  to  send  them  to 
Montrose.  Their  arms  were  plundered  :  seventeen  muskets 
taken  out  of  the  college  and  Mr.  John  Lnndie's  house. 

This  same  Monday,  the  lairds  of  Delgatie  and  Ludquharn, 
with  the  earls  of  Enrol  and  MariBchall,  came  and  took  in  the 
place  oi  Foveran,  belonging  to  Sir  John  Turing  of  Foveran, 
and  the  place  of  Knockhall,  pertaining  to  John  Udny  of  that 
ilk,  both  Anti-covenanters :  they  sustained  themselves,  both  men 
and  horse,  upon  the  ground,  so  long  as  the  army  staid  in  Aber- 
deen, and  did  no  more  skaitfa.  Thir  soldiers  brake  up  the  laird 
of  Clnny's  yett  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  haill  doors,  went  in,  and 
took  out  about  six  score  pikes,  whilk,  at  the  general's  command, 
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wi^re  given  to  the  master  of  Ffafbes'  men,  mid  no  more  akmdi 
was*  done  witbin.tfaat  bouse,  Clanjr  liimself  being  absent. 

The  drum  went  tbixMigb  die  Oldtown,  commanding  ai»d 
iiMrging'  the  haill  indwrilen  thereof  to  eome  the  same  dajr^ 
Ao  ilA  of  May^  with  their  haill  arms,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Lesty's 
honae^^and  delurer  the  same  to  the  laird  of  Craigievar,  under  the 
pun  of  death.  The  Oldtown  people,  trembling  for  fear  of  this 
nnoDuth  kind  d  charge,  came  idl  running  to  Mr.  Thomas  Lesly's 
house  wiA  some  few  mudicets  and  hagbutts,  others  with  a  rusty 
sword,  others  with  an. headless  speac  Th^  laird  of  Craigievmr 
took  up  all,  both  good  and  bad,  and  divided  them  among  bis 
own  armless  soldiers.  Thus  were  the  poor  Oldtown  men  op- 
pressed and  spoilsied  of  their  arms ;  but  no  other  goods  or  gear 
were*  plundei^  out  of  any  of  the  towns  of  Aberdeen,  «s  the 
genend  had  given  orders,  except  arms  and  the  to^jm's  fine. 

Toesday  the  2dth  of  May,  the  tutor  of  Pitsligo  and  laiid  of 
Pfailorth  eame  with  about  two  hundred  men  to  attend  the  gen»* 
ral's  array.  They  were  forced  to  lodge  in  the  Oldtown  College 
for  want  of  quarters,  no  other  being  to  be  got  that  night. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  noble  marquis  of  Hnntly  was  'diB»> 
honourably  taken  and  warded,  and  of  bis  evil  usage  f  none  of  his 
daughters  suflered  to  bide  with  him;  his  eldest  not  suflbredrto 
lie  in  the  diamber  with  him,  but  he  himself  alone;  albeit: he  wna 
compelled,  upon  his  own  expences,  to  sustain  five  guardians  to 
over*watch  him,  as  if  he  had  been  an  odious  traitor  or  grievous 
malefeetor.  All  this  he  behoved  to  suffer  for  the  king^  cause, 
who  was  never  letten  to  understand  the  truth  of  this  mnrqnia* 
miseries;  but  contrary  wise,  by  his  cruel  and  malignant  eneasies, 
die  king  was  informed  that  the  marquis  had  prov^  disloyal,  had 
beard  willingly  and  subscribed  the  covenant,  and  that  he  had 
sold  the  hinges  armour  which  came  frae  England  to  him,  to  the 
king's  enemies,  Covenanters,  and  that  he  came  in  willingly  to 
Aberdeen  with  set  purpose  to  be  taken  by  Montrose  mid  his 
complices.  Thus  was  this  noble  marquis  traduced  to  his  ma- 
jesty, whereof  he  then  had  no  knowledge,  and  doubtless  it  o& 
fended  the  king,  till  the  truth  was  tried,  and  the  marquis  focmd 
loyal  and  true  to  his  majesty;  and  then  the  king  begins  to  lament 
the  nriseries  that  this  noble  marqins  was  broi^ht  under  for  his 
sake,  but  could  in  nowise  relieve  or  help  him,  who  was  keeped 
in  ward  still. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen,  seeing  themselves  sore  oppressed  by 
the  feeding  and  sustaining  of  thir  armies  without  payment^  be** 
sides  other  slaveries,  began  heavily  to  regret  their  misery  to  the 
general  and  nobles,  and  commanders,  saying  they  had  subseribed 
the  covenant,  and  yet  were  bom  down  and  persecuted  daHy, 
whereas  the  rest  of  the  burrows  of  Scotland  lived  at  peace  mid 
rest  without  perturbation  or  inquietaiion.  There  was  no  com- 
passion had  to  their  clamours,  but  the  general  answered,  **  Ye 
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luiire  done  what  ye  can  to  sare  the  king  and  hia  sabjecta  qo- 
aettledin  peace ;"  and  read  letters  sent  by  the  marquis  of  Haotly 
md  town  df  Aberdeen  to  his  majesty,  assuring  him  of.  their  ser- 
vice, and  that  he  would  get  great  assistance  in  the  work  if  his 
majesty  had  ado,  whilk  letters  were  intercepted  by  the  Cove- 
nanters on  the  way;  and  that  after  they  had  sworn  and  sub- 
scribed the  covenant,  they  had  willfully  and  willingly  reoeipt 
the  barons  within  their  town,  who  were  enemies  to  the  good 
caose  and  to  their  haill  designs,  and'  who  had  oppressed  and 
•  plundered  the  haill  Covenanters  in  their  persons,  goods,  and 
gear,  and  therefore  the  town  of  Aberdeen  was  not  to  be  trasted 
nor  believed,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  good  Covenanters,  albeit 
.  they  had  sworn  and  subscribed  the  covenant.  Whereunto  the 
.town  of  Aberdeen  made  answer,  What  they  had  written  or  done 
was  out  of  good  intent ;  and  as  for  the  barons,  they  had  no 
power  to  hold  them  out  of  their  burrow,  but  were  troubled  and 
molested  with  them,  and  got  no  more  good.  But  no  regard  was 
had  to  their  response,  nor  their  complaints,  but  forced  to  suffer 
and  abide  their  calamities  with  very  sore  hearts.  And  as  tliey 
were  oppressed,  so  the  country  Anti-covenanters  were  pitifully 
plagued  and  plundered  in  their  victual,  fleshes,  fowls,  and  other 
commodities,  whilk  bred  great  scarcity  in  this  land,  without 
jmthority  of  the  king  or  regard  to  their  country,  for  the  whilk 
they  got  daily  maledictions. 

The  king  all  this  while  is  lying  at  Newcastle  with  some  volun- 
teers and  feed  servant-soldiers;  and  England  had  refused  to  raise 
an  army,  whiUc  the  king  earnestly  desired,  saying  they  could  not 
raise  arms  agmnst  their  neighboin:  nation,  except  they  had  been 
declared  by  council  or  parliament  open  rebels  and  traitors  against 
his  majesty,  according  to  the  Scots  laws ;  and  however,  by  insti- 
gation of  wicked  men  and  malignant  persons,  he  had  sent  ont  his 
•proclamation  declaring  them  rebels  and  traitors,  without  advice 
of  his  council  or  parliament,  yet  it  was  no  ground  or  just  cause 
to  move  open  war  betwixt  the  king  and  his  subjects ;  whereupon 
the  king  was  compelled,  sore  against  his  will,  to  lie  all  this  tmie 
at  Newcastle,  not  knowing  of  the  secret  clandestine  band  and 
.combination  past  between  Uie  English  and  Scots,  through  which 
he  was  fully  disappointed  of  his  whole  designs. 

Upon  Thursday  the  30th  of  May,  the  lairds  of  Banff,  New- 
town, Foveran,  Federat,  and  diverse  others,  take  ship  at  Downie, 
and  resolved  to  go  to  the  king,  since  they  could  not  keep  their 
conntry  with  safety;  but  the  lord  Aboyn  brought  them  back 
qpin. 

The  foresaid  Thursday,  about  ten  hours  in  the  morning,  the 
general  raises  his  a^rmy  out  of  both  Aberdeens,  and  begins  to 
march  through  Old  Aberdeen.  The  footmen  marched  first,  and 
the  horsemen  with  the  general  followed.  They  were  estimate 
about  six  thousand  foot  and  horse,  besides  baggage-horse  esti- 
mated to  six  hundred,  that  came  out  of  Angus  and  Strathem 
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only,  widi  tfavee  thousand  men  on  horae  and  foot ;  nine  hnndreS 
men  eame  five  Ate  earl  Marisehall  oat  of  the  Meams,  Kintora, 
and  Skene;  one  thoueand  men  came  frae  the  lord  Fnuser^  tnairter 
of  Forbes;  tutor  of  Pitdigo,  with  the  lairds  of  Philoiih,  and 
diverse  others  barons  of  Buefaan,  Mar,  and  Grarioch.  This  people 
Kved  all  upon  the  country  and  Aberdeen,  but  the  Angus  men 
had  their  provision  following*  them  in  thdu*  march,  but  likewiee 
lived  ^upon  their  quarters 'as  the  rest  did.  There  met  the  general 
on  his  way  the  earl  of  Errol's  men  out  of  Buchan,  and  the  earl 
Marischairs  men  out  of  that  bounds  also,  with  mafty  barons ;  the 
earl  of  Athol's  two  hundred  highlandmen  was  likewise  in  thb 
army.  They  took  one  of  the  town's  colours  of  Aberdeen,  -and 
gave  it  to  the  town  of  Aberbrothock's  soldiers,  beeanse  they  had 
none  of  their  own,  and  wfailk  was  not  thm  kind  to  carry.  Thtis 
this  army  goes  •  forward  in  order  of  battle,  with  ensigns,  tram- 
pets,  drunks,  bagpipes,  captsdns,  and  commanders,  through  the 
Oldtown ;  the  bmz^i  field-pieces  followed  them ;  and  so  ^sey 
went  to  Udny,  where  they  camped  that  night.  Friday  the  bet 
of  May,  they  marched  from  *Umiy  to  the  house  of  Haddo^  peiw 
taining*  to  the  lord  of  Haddo,  called  Kelly.  Saturday  the  l«t 
of  June,,  they -marched  irae  Kelly  to  the  place  of  Gight,  when» 
they  remsiiied  aU  night ;  they  did  no  mote  skaith,  but  took  then* 
entertaimnant  offof  the  ground  wherever  they  came,  upon  their 
own  private  expences. 

Now  as  this  army  is  lying  at  Gight,  resolved  to  take  the  house, 
with  the  rest  ;of  the  Anti-eov^nanters'  houses  thereabout,  such  as 
Udny,«>KeUy5  and  some  other  places,  there  came  to  the  road  of 
Aberdeen,  upon  Sunday  the  2d  of  June^  being  Whitsunday^  m, 
collier  shipr  in  the  which  was  embarked  the  earls  of  Glencaim 
and  TuUibardine,  the  lord  Aboyn,  the  laird  of  Drum,  wiA 
Crowner  Gunn, '  and  some  other  l^glish  captains  and  leadm. 
This  ship,  meeting  with  the  bark  wherein  Banff,  Federat,  New^- 
town,  <asMi  the  rest  was,*  caused  them  to  come  aboard  of  their  ship, 
and  lettre- their  voyage. •  There. eame  also  in  a  ship  which  was  in 
company  of  the  said  ship,  sundry  of  our  Aberdeen's  men  who 
had  fled,  the  town  and  gone  to  England;  and  siclike  sunAy 
ministers,  such  as  Mr.  Thomas  Thoirs,  minister  of  Udny,  Mr. 
John  Paterson,  minister  at  Fov^wi,  Mr.  David  Leith,  misisler 
at  Ellon,  Mr.  John  Gregory,  minister  at  Dalmoak,  Mr.  Francis 
Thomson,  minister  at  Peter*  Gutter,  Mr.  John  Kemp,  preaehet, 
with  some  others^  who  for  this  covenant  had  fled  the  countiy  to 
the  king*  i  Sliis  great  ship  had  also  in  her  great  store  of  ammuni- 
tion, powder,  ball,  muskets,  swords,  pikes,  and  the  like  anna. 
She  had  a  pinnace  following  her,  and  two  barks  lying  beside 
her ;  in  tbe^one  the  Aberdeen's  men  and  ministers  were ;  in  the 
other  were  the:  lairds  of  Banff,  Newtown,  Foveran,  and  Federal^ 
going  to  the  king.  This  ship  was  directed  by  the  Id^g  to  the 
FcHih,  ^here  the  royal  navy  was  lying,  widii^ecial  direction  to 
t|ie  lord  Aboyn  to  speak  to.  the  admiral  to  receive  three  ^thousand 
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^Idftors,  with  all.  land  cf  praYisioo  and  nuNMy  to  suaftak^  th^m 
during  the  space  of  .fiye  montha,  frae  him^  aoeording  as  his  mar 
jeaty  had  commanded  him»  and  that  he  afaenld  :li^d^  them  at 
Aberd^n  or  Cromartie»  for  defence  of  the  cioiiiitiy  asd  brave 
Aberdeen}  and  to  send  expert  captains  and  commandersy  ^Mrhere- 
by  they  might  join  and  knit  with  the  king's  loyid  aubjects^  in  the 
i)orth  ft>r  their  defence.  .The  lord  Aboyn  speaks  to  the  admiral  in 
Forth)  according  to  the  king's  command ;.  he  day  by  day  pro- 
Tfd/^^  but  never  minds  to  p^orm,  as  he  who  is  set  against  the 
king^s  cause.  The  lord  Aboyn  depended  day  by  day,  but  comes 
no  speed;  and  the  admiral's  last  answer  was,  that  he  should 
come  his  way  to  the  road  of  Aberdeen,  and  he,  should  have  his 
Ad^dicMTs  shortly  after  him.  The^  lord .  Aboyn  believing  his  word, 
and  under  no  suspicion  of  deceit,  takes  his  leave,  and  .f<»ward 
comes  to  the  road  of  Aberdeen  upon  the  said  second  day.  of  June 
vsith  his  pinnace ;  but  by  the  way  he  meets  a  bark  going,  to  Mon- 
tprcin^  witn  some  few  piec^  of  ordnance  and  muskets^  swords^ 
pikes».  and  other  brave  arm%  plundered  from  Aberdeen,  as  ye 
have  heard  before,  directed  by  the  general  to  Montrose;  but 
Aboyn  takes  back  the  ordnance  and  ^rms,  and  brings  thc«n  all 
to  the  road;  and  hearing  Montrose  had  ehipped.other  five  pieces 
of  ordnance,  and  sent  to  Dundee^  .whilk  belonged  to  Aberdeen, 
]^  sends  hastily  and  takes  thir  five  jneces  of  ordnance  alscs 
whereat  geneml  Montrose  was  much  offimded*  •  - 

About  the  last  day  of  May,  his  mi^esty  came  to  Berwick  -with 
seven.thousand  foot  soldiers,  three  tfaiouaand:  horsemen,  and  five 
llll,ndred  dragoons;  right  sua  he  had  directed  anavy.  from  Eng- 
land to  come  to  Forth,  of  thirty  ships,  whereof  there  was  some 
diips  royal.  His  majesty  also  made  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  his 
admiral  over  the  fleet,  wherein  there  was  eight  thousand  soldiers, 
^ptains  and  commanders,  besides  skippers  and  sailors^  'with 
powder,  ball,  ammunition,  and  other  provision  neeessary  for 
some  months  space,  and  money  about  thirteen,  tiiouaand  pounds 
sterling;  he  directed  this  admiral  ^in  whom  he  had  too  much 
trust,)  to  land  three  thousand  soldiers  for  defence  of  Aberdeen 
and  the  north,  whilk  he  slighted  fiurly.' 

The  lord  Aboyn  comes  to  the  road  of  Aberdeen,  etill  looking 
for  the  coming  of  his  soldiers,  but  he  was  beguiledk ;  however f 
luxsording  to  the  laws  of  the  sea,  he  sends  thetwdrve  pieces  of 
ordnaiice  to  the.  good  lord  admiral  as.  sea  plmideriag,  but  more 
fnae\j  he  kept  all  the  rest  of  the  town's  arms  to  himMlf,  and  did 
not  send  them  also;  which  twelve  pieces  weretcaat  upon  the 
shore  of  Bruntisland  by  the  admiral,  when  he  went  out  of  Forth 
back  with  his  army,  where  they  yet  lye. 

How  soon  the  town's  Covenantors  heard  that-  the  king  was 
come  to  Berwidc  with  a  land  army,  anda  ^navy  come  to  Forth, 
and  therewith  seeing  a  collier  with  a  pinnace  and  two  other  barks 
come  to  the  road,  they  apprehended* great  > fear  and^  dreadure, 
and  hastily  sent  word  to  the  army  lying  at  Gight,  who  shortly 
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I^  the  nege,  and  upon  Monday  the  3d  of  June  they  came  all  in 
marching  to  Aberdeen^  without  doing  of  more  vassalage;  albeit 
their  resolution  was  to  have  wrecked  and  abused  the  hmll  barons 
and  heritors  .who  were  at  the  Raid  of  Turriff,  and  that  by  plain 
force,  without  authority  of  a  king  or  law ;  howsomever  they 
plundered  their  victuals,  beef,  mutton,  cock  and  hen,  destroyed 
both  grass  and  com  wherever  they  came,  to  the  great  wreck  of 
die  country.  Yet  God  blessed  the  corns  thus  eaten  and  destroy- 
ed, that  they  produced  a  plentiful  crop ;  yet  peats  and  fire  was 
very  scarce  through  want  of  servants  to  cast  and  win  them,  and 
through  troubles  in  the  country. 

It  is  said,  while  this  army  is  lying  at  Gight,  John  Spence» 
herauld,  was  sent  for  by  the  laird  of  Dun,  or  taken  and  appre- 
hended by  him  as  an  Anti'-covenanter ;  as  likewise  Alister  San- 
dieson,  messenger,  being  at  his  lawful  affairs  within  the  MeamSy 
was,  by  means  of  a  recanting  Jesuit,  called  Abemethie,  taken, 
with  an  Aberdeen's  burgess,  called  John  Gordon  ;  and  they  with 
John  Spence  were  had  all  three  to  Dunotter  as  Anti-covenanters, 
and  warded  in  a  strait  dungeon,  put  in  irons  without  any  offence 
but  being  the  king's  servants.  No  comfort  they  had  of  fire  or 
candle,  meat  or  drink  or  bedding,  but  lay  fast  in  the  irons  day 
and  night,  without  sunshine  or  light  of  the  heavens,  and  were 
miserably  fed  upon  brown  bread  and  small  drink  during  the 
raace  of  fourteen  days,  while  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  relieve  diem." 
Thus  was  the  king's  heraulds,  messengers,  and  burgesses,  crueDy 
demained  and  abused  without  respect  to  the  king  or  his  laws. 

It  is  here  also  to  be  noticed,  that  Dr.  Scroggie,  seeing  tUr 
ships  come  to  the  road,  came  back  and  preached  at  this  Oldtown 
kirk  upon  Whitsunday,  who  durst  not  be  seen  since  the  19th  of 
May. 

Ye  heard  how  the  army  came  back  again  to  Aberdeen  from 
Gight  upon  the  Covenanters'  advertisement,  who  no  doubt  had 
gotten  council  and  advice  by  moyan  of  the  marquis  of  Hamilton, 
to  retire  now  before  the  incoming  of  this  army.  Aberdeen  care- 
fnlly  oaused  tuck  drums  through  the  town,  charging  all  men 
to  be  in  readiness  with  their  best  arms  to  defend  the  incoming 
of  thir  ships  lying  in  the  road,  and  to  attend  the  incoming  of 
the  army  from  Gight,  who  came  in  about  five  hours  at  even  ; 
but  before  their  incoming,  the  town  of  Aberdeen  sent  out  to  the 
road,  Mr.  Matthew  Lumsden,  and  some  other  honest  men,  com- 
missioners, for  them  to  demand  what  they  were,  and  what  was 
the  cause  of  their  coming :  the  lord  Aboyn  gave  them  no  good 
answer,  but  dismist  them  shortly,  and  in  the  meantime  keeped 
beside  him  the  said  Mr.  Matthew  Lumsden,  because  he  was  a 
known  Covenanter,  till  he  got  liberty. 

The  same  Monday  that  the  army  came  back  to  Aberdeen  the 
earl  Marischalt  left  them  in  the  town,  and  that  same  night  rides 
to  Dunotter  with  some  few  horse.  The  army  bides  still  Monday 
all  night,    Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday,  trumpets  sound  and 


Jtmo  1689.]      '      TROUBLES  IN  SCOTLAND.  125 

df tuns  toek ;  they  .left  tbeir  army  and  begin  to  march  forth 
again,  carrying  in  their  company  their  field-pieecB,  whereat  the 
town  of  Aberdeen  was  very  joyful,  and  glad  to  be  free  of  their 
craartering  and  charges,  whilk  was  no  small  bivrllien  to  them. 
The  nobles  ride  that  night  to  Donotter,  syne  south,  and  scat- 
tered their  army,  to  the  great  fear  and  dreadnre  of  the  €3ove- 
nariters  within  Aberdeen;  for  provost  Jaftray,  Patrick  Lesly, 
John  Lesly,  the  Bumets,  Thomas  Mowat,  Thomas  Mortimer^ 
and  many  others  of  that  faction^  took  all  the  flight  frae  the 
town,  ilk  ane  for  his  own  safety,  after  they  had  first  put  their 
goods  and  best  gear  out  of  the  way.  In  like  manner,  the  earl 
Marischall  caused  transport  his  haill  goods  and  gear  ont  of  his 
house  in  Aberdeen,  such  as  might  be  transported,  to  Dunotter ; 
hot  his  meal  gimals  bade  behind,  whilk  was  well  plundered 
afterwards. 

Upon  Thursday  the  6th  of  June,  the  earl  of  Olencaim,  the 
earl  of  TuUibardine,  the  lord  Aboyn,  the  lairds  of  Drum,  Fe- 
derat,  Foveran,  NewtoVm,  and  their  followers,  came  ashore, 
with  whom  came  also  the  laird  of  Banff  sore  sick  in  an  hot 
ferer,  and  was  transported  in  a  wand  bed  to  William  Cordiner's 
house  in  New  Aberdeen,  and  from  that  carried  in  the  same 
wand  bed  to  Foveran,  where  he  lay  still  till  God  sent  him  his 
health  again. 

There  came  also  ashore,  Crowner  Gunn,  with  diverse  other 
English  captains  and  ofiicers ;  and  presently  after  their  landing 
the  lord  Aboyn  caused  Robert  Irvine,  one  of  the  town's  ofiicers, 
(because  neither  herauld,  pursuivant,  nor  messenger  could  be 
*  found),  go  to  the  cross,  and  there,  as  he  had  orders  frae  the 
king,  caused  make  proclamation  of  an  imprinted  paper,  com- 
manding all  his  majesty's  loyal  subjects  not  to  obey  the  Cove- 
naaters,  nor  pay  them  maills,  farms,  duties,  nor  obligation 
debt,  but  to  pay  the  one  half  to  the  king  and  the  other  half  to 
be  keeped  by  themselves ;  that  such  as  were  threatened  or  per- 
suaded to  subscribe  the  covenant  against  their  vnll,  upon  their 
repentance,  should  be  remitted  and  forgiven ;  and  that  ilk  true 
suiiject  should  come  in  and  subscribe  the  oath  urged  in  England, 
whereof  the  tenor  follows : — 

*'  I  do  faithfully  twear  and  BufaBCribe,  profess  and  promisej  that  I  will  ho* 
nour  and  obey  my  sovereign  lord  King  Charles,  and  will  bear  faithful  and 
true  alliance  to  him,  and  defend  and  maintain  his  royal  power  and  autho- 
rity ;  and  that  I  will  not  bear  arms,  or  do  any  rebellious  act  of  hostility 
against  him,  or  protest  against  any  of  his  royal  commanders,  but  submit  my- 
self in  all  due  obedience;  and  that  I  will  not  enter  into  any  covenant  or  band 
of  mutual  defence  of  any  sort  of  persons  by  force,  without  his  migesty  s  so* 
vereign  and  royal  authority  ;  and  do  renounce  and  abjure  all  other  covenants 
and  bands  whatsomever,  contrary  to  what  I  have  sworn,  herein  professed  and 
promised :  as  help  me  God  in  Christ  Jesus." 

This  oath  was  imprinted  at  England,  sworn  and  subscribed  by 
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9U  Ihelpiig's  loyal  ftalgecto  %hwe,  whereof  the  UmH^Mayn 
brought  an  imprinted  double^  to  be  aubecribed  here  in  their 


Likewise  his  majestyy  having  made  him  lieqtenant.  in  the 
north,  in  his  father's  place,  now  lying  in  Q|iptivity»  he  caused 
even  then  pi^oclaim  the  samen,  at  the  said  mercat  crioas*.  bear- 
ing, him  to  be  lieutenant  frae  the  north  water  to  Qaithnesa, 
Tnir  proclamations  ended,  the  nobles  would  stay  np  longer  in 
Aberdeen,  but  came  down  to  Foo|;dee-well,  convoyed  by  such 
of  .the  town's  men  as  were  loyal  to  the  king,  with  hagbutts  and 
wuskets.  The  lords  sup  in  Footdee;  and  after  supper  went 
aboard  in  their  own  ship-boats  attending  upon  tbem,  where 
they  stayed  that  night,  long  looking  for  men  from  the  admiral 
Hamilton,  but  none  came  at  all.  The  earls  of  Qlencaim  and 
Tullibardine  in  two  or  three  days  took  their  leave  of  the  lord 
Aboyn  in  Aberdeen,  and  departed  home.  Leu^s  Gordon,  the 
third  son  of  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  hearing  of  the  tidings  of  hia 
brother,  the  lord  of  Aboyn,  with  assurance  of  three  thousand 
men  to  come  from  the  admiral,  hastily  raises  his  fathoor's  ground* 
firiepde  and  followers,  men,  tenants,  and  servants,  who  ,nuMt 
ffladly  and  williogly  came  with  him,  and  upon  Friday  the  7th  of 
June,  marched  in  brave  order,  about  one  thousand  men  on  h<wse 
and  foot,  well  armed,  brave  men,  with  captains,  commanders, 
and  leaders,  trumpets,  drums,  and,  bagpipes,  and  to  Aberdeen 
came  they  to  meet  the  lord  Aboyn,  having  also  in  their  .com- 
pany four  field-pieces  of  brass,  .whilk  they  brought  with  them 
frae  Strathbog^e.  Thus  again  i^  poor  Aberdeen  brought  under 
subjeelion  and  quarters;  but  the  Covenanters  being  all  fled,  the 
men  enter  their  houses  and  get  good  entertainment  ,from  their 
wives,  without  any  payment.  The  nobles  come  again  on  shore 
to  meet  this  company,  with  Crowner  Gunn,  and  some  other 
English  captains;  they  take  in  both  Aberdeens,  and  quarter 
their  soldiers. 

John  Dugar,  with  his  lawless  followers,  was  in  this  com- 
pany, and  lodged  in  Old  Aberdeen,  in  George  King's ,  house ; 
but  he  was  shortlv  discharged  as  a  ruonagate  limmar,  blood- 
shedder  and  murderer,  and  in  whatsomever  company  he  was, 
the  same  could  not  well  prosper,  as  was  most  evident ;  yet  it  is 
true  Lewis  knew  nothing  of  his  being  in  his  company. 

The  laird  of  Drum  sent  in  the  same  night  to  the  town  one 
hundred  horse. 

James  Grant,  sometime  rebel,  and  now  remitted,  came  in 
with  his  followers,  and  takes  up  his  lodpng  at  Don-side,  in  Pa- 
trick Lesly's  house.  Donald  Farquharson  and  his  highlandmen 
also  came  to  the  town.  Thir  soul-less  lowns  plundered  meat, 
drink,  and  sheep,  whenever  they  came;  they  oppressed  the 
Oldtown,  and  brought  in  out  of  the  country  honest  men's 
sheep,  and  sold  at  the  cross  of  Old  Aberdeen  to  such  as  would 
buy,  a  sheep  upon  foot  for  a  groat.    The  poor  men  that  ought 
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them  followed  in^  and  bought  hack  their  own  tfaeep  i 
as  was  left  tmslaiii  were  lor  their  iiieat. 

The  foresaid  Saturday,  all  manner  of  men  within  both  Ab«r« 
deens  were  charged,  by  tuck  of  dram,  to  rise  in  arms  and  senre 
the  king,  upon  his  majestjr's  expences,  under  the  conduert  of  the 
lord  Aboyn,  his  lieutenant.  This  charge  wias  given  out  at  the 
king's  direction,  willing  him  wherever  he  went,  to  raise  sbldiers 
upon  his  expences,  and  gave  order  to  admiral  Hamilton  to  give 
him  money  for  that  effect ;  but  neither  men  nor  money  cam6  aa 
the  lord  Aboyn  expected,  to  his  great  grief,  shame,  and  disgrace. 
Yet  the  lord  Aboyn  proved  wise  in  this  point :  he  held  still  his 
collier  and  pinnace  lying  in  the  road,  however  the  matter  went, 
and  nightly  goes  aboard  till  he  landed  altogether,  at  last  amis  to 
Berwiric.  The  lord  Aboyn,  with  his  captains  and  crownersy 
lands  in  arms,  takes  in  of  new  again  this  noble  barrow  of  Aber- 
deen, meddles  with  the  keys  of  the  ports,  kirks,  and  tolbooth, 
to  their  great  misery.  They  quartered  both  Aberdeens,  and  set 
their  wateiies  round  about  the  haill  town,  still  confident  of  men 
and  money  daily  to  come  frae  admiral  Hamilton  for  their  Help 
and  support,  but  was  ever  deceived.  He  also  sent  Mr.  Matthew 
Lnmsdto  on  shore  upon  swearing  the  oaUi,  as  was  said,  who 
was  detained  in  the  ship. 

Many  bardns  and  gentlemen  hearing  of  the  lord  Aboyn's 
coming  with  assistance  of  men  and  money  from  the  king,  came 
into  Aberdeen  most  gladly  to  him :  yea,  and  many  Covenan- 
ters -proved  tnnk««tail  through  plain  fear,  and  came  in  most 
willingly  to  him,  and  makes  up  a  trim  company,  about  two 
thousand  men.  His  out^watches  took  in  the  Meams  provost 
Jaffray  and  his  son,  both  great  Covenanters,  who  for  plain  fear 
had  fled  the  town  and  hid  themselves.  They  took  also  James 
Bnmet  of  Craiffmyle,  Robert  Keith,  writer,  servitor  to  the  eari 
Marisehall,  asM  Alexander  Erskine,  brother  to  the  laird  of  Pit* 
todrie,  great  Covenanters,  who  had  fled  their  own  houses,  and 
lay  Inrlang  in  the  Mearns.  Robert  Kdth  was  sent  aboard  to 
the  ship  still  lying  in  the  road :  the  rest  get  liberty,  upon  sweat- 
ing and  subscribing  of  the  oath  and  Imnd  of  allegiance;  btat 
Robert  Keith  staid  still  in  Uie  king's  collier  ship,  as' he  who  was 
thought  to  be  one  of  the  earl  Marischairs  chief  counsellors  in  all 
thir  troubles,  being  dwelling  hard  beside  Dunotter,  in  Cowio. 
He  wia  sent  to.  Berwick,  and  there  pot  at  liberty. 

Monday  the  lOtfa  of  June,  the  lord  Aboyn  conveens  his  army, 
being  abont  two  thousand  horse  and  foot,  and  daily  increasing, 
and  marches  from  Aberdee|^  Kintore,  where  they  caused  the 
people  swear  and  subscribe  the  oath  and  bond  of  allegiance, 
lliey  plundered  meat  and  drink,  and  made  good  fires,  and 
where  they  wanted  peats^  broke  down  beds  and  boards  in  honest 
men's  houses  to  be  fires,  and  fed  their  horses  with  corn  and 
straw  thotr  day  and  night,  without  doing  any  more  wrong* 
Upon  the  mom  they  ride  out  to  Hall  Forest,  the  earl  Maris* 
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cbairg  house,  which  was  straitly  keeped,  but  they  at'  the  firet 
rendered  the  same  to  the  lord  Aboyn,  and  delivered  the  keys. 
The  soldiers  entered,  plundered  muskets  and  guns,  and  other 
arms  within  the  same ;  breaks  up  the  ^mals,  to  sustain  their 
army,  but  would  not  plunder  or  take  any  of  the  country  people's 
goods  and  gear,  which  was  put  in  this  castle  for  preservation 
and  keeping  in  thir  troublesome  times,  but  ilk  man  came  and 
received  back  his  own  without  harm  or  prejudice,  whilk  was 
nobly  done. 

The  laird  of  Craigievar's  lands  of  Fintray,  a  great  Cove- 
nanter, was  plunder^  by  the  laird  of  Haddo;  and  upon  the 
12th  of  June,  they  rode  to  the  lord  Fraser's  house  of  Muchalls, 
but  he  was  fled  frae  home.  The  soldiers  meddled  with  and 
plundered  his  oxen,  kine,  and  horse,  and  all  other  goods  that 
they  could  get  They  threw  down  haill  stacks  of  corn  among 
their  horse  feet  to  cut  and  destroy.  Those  that  were  within  the 
house  shot  out  some  muskets,  but  did  no  skaith,  whereupon 
they  resolved  to  lay  a  siege  about  the  house ;  but  seeing  there 
was  forces  rising  in  the  south,  they  resolved  to  leave  that  pmr^ 
pose,  and  return  back  to  Aberdeen  again,  where  Aboyn  rescMves 
to  go  to  the  Mearns  and  proclaim  the  king's  proclamation  and 
his  own  lieutenantiy,  at  the  mercat  cross  of  Stonehaven,  and  to 
cause  all  manner  of  men  swear  and  subscribe  the  oath.  He 
raised  out  of  Old  Aberdeen  twenty  soldiers  to  go  with  hini^ 
which  was  never  burthened  witfi  the  like  before.  He  also 
raised  out  of  New  Aberdeen  two  hundred  soldiers,  and  makes 
up  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  horse  and  foot,  high* 
land  and  lowland  men,  in  great  order. 

Upon  Friday  the  i4th  of  June,  the  lord  Aboyn  begins*  to 
march  out  of  Aberdeen  towards  Stonehaven,  to  the  effect  fore* 
said,  and  to  cause  the  people  give  obedience,  or  then  to  perse- 
cute them  to  the  death  with  fire  and  sword;  and  that  same 
night  he  camped  about  Muchalls  in  the  Mearns. 

The  earl  Marischall  hearing  of  his  coming,  sends  shortly  to 
Montrose  for  two  cartows,  and  brings  out  of  Dunotter  some 
pieces  of  ordnance,  conveens  about  twelve  hundred  men,  and 
stiles  his  pieces  very  commodiously,  to  cross  the  lord  Aboyn^s 
coming  the  way  that  he  was  unwisely  counselled  to  come  by 
Crowner  Gunn,  who  led  him  on  the  Meagra-hill,  and  sent  word 
to  the  earl  Marischall  that  the  army  would  come  that  way. 
This  Gunn  was  sent  by  the  king,  with  the  rest  of  the  English 
captains,  to  attend  the  lord  Aboyn's  service,  being  but  a  young 
soldier  himself,  and  to  counsel  w^  advise  him  in  all  his  wvm, 
as  he  who  was  an  approven  expert  eaptun;  but  he  proved  traiior 
in  this  business  by  information  of  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  ere 
he  comes  out  of  England,  as  clearly  does  appear. 

Now  the  lord  A^yn  coming  down  the  Meagra-hill,  whereas 
they  might  have  gone  a  more  safe  way  if  Gunn's  copnsel  bad 
not  been  followed,  the  earl  Marischall  at  Stonehaven  had  sliled 
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bit  oartovii  and  ordaaace  jost  in  their  faoea,  and  began  maal 
fariaasly  to  play  upon  the  army.  The  hi^hlandmen  hearing  the 
noise  of  the  cannons,  whereof  they  were  not  in  use,  took  the 
flight  presently:  the  retreat  was  sounded,  for  they  durst  not 
hi^ard  to  go  farther  that  way  in  the  very  face  of  the  cannon^. 
Two  poor  men  were  hurt,  but  little  more  skaith,  and  back  re- 
turns he  without  any  more  vassalage  to  Aberdeen.  The  high^ 
Lmdmen  got  away,  and  in  their  home-going  plundered  the  earl 
MarischalTs  lands  of  Strathauchan,  and  took  horse,  nolt,  and 
sheep,  to  the  wreck  of  the  country  people.  The  haiU  foot  army 
also  fled. 

Sunday  the  i6th  of  June,  the  lord  Aboyn  heard  devotion  in 
Aberdeen  before  and  after  noon;  syne  went  to  his  council  of  war, 
being  about  nine  score  brave  horsemen,  and  few  footmen,  except 
James  Grant  and  his  company. 

Upon  Monday  the  17th  of  June,  the  lord  Aboyn  sends  out  to 
re-collect  his  army  that  was  scattered  at  Cowie,  and  directs 
watches  out  to  the  Mearns  to  spy  the  country,  where  they  take 
the  lairds  of  Pury  Ogilvie  and  Pury  Fotheringham,  both  strong 
Covenanters,  after  some  skirmishing,  and  brings  them  to  Aber- 
deen their  prisoners,  whom  the  lord  Aboyn  directed  to  be 
warded  in  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar's  house  during  his  pleasure, 
but  were  thereafter  shortly  put  to  liberty.  His  foot  army 
gathered^  and  was  about  four  thousand  men,  at  Legatsden,  but 
came  not  in  time  to  the  Bridge  of  Dee.  * 

Upon  the  same  Monday,  the  earl  Maris<^all,  seeing  the  lord 
Aboyn  returning  back  again  to  Aberdeen,  gathers  his  forces, 
writes  to  the  earl  of  Montrose,  and  the  said  Monday  comes  for- 
ward to  ToUohill,  where  he  encamps.  More  friends  came  to 
btm^  such  as  the  said  earl  of  Montrose,  and  earl  of  Kinghorn, 
who.  came  indeed. 

tiie  lord  of  Aboyn,  advertised  of  this  gathering,  upon  Tues- 
day the  18th  of  June,  about  ten  hours,  goes  to  array  his  soldiers, 
and  auch  as  he  got  also  out  of  both  Aberdeens ;  and  resolves  to 
stop  their  coming  to  the  town,  by  keeping  of  the  Bridge  of  Dee. 
They  carried  out  their  four  brazen  piecesi  which  did  little 
skaith*  Lieutenant  Crowner  Johnston  mans  the  bridge,  forti- 
fied the  port  upon  the  south  end  of  the  same,  and  caused  close  it 
up  strongly  with  faill  and  thatch  to  hold  out  the  shot  pf  the  car- 
tow.  He  had  about  a  hundred  brave  musketeers,  whereof  fifty 
was  still  in  service  by  turns.  , 

•  Upon  the  same  Tuesday,  the  earls  of  Montrose  and  Kinghorn 
eotnes  frae  the  south,  the^rd  Fraaer,  the  master  of  Forbes, 
with  diverse  barons  and  gjftemen^  comes  frae  the  north  to  the 
earl  Marischall :  they  were  estimate  altogether  about  two  thou- 
sand men  on  foot,  and  three  hundred  horse.  The  lord  Aboyn's 
was  of  no  less  n  umbers  and  more  brave  horsemen,  lying  about 
ike  Bridge  of  Dee,  but  tew  footmen.  This  Thursdqr^  the  ^rl 
Marisoball  and  the  rest  goes  to  array,  and  marches  forward  firao 
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TollobiH  to  the  bridged  They  begin  to  »hoot  their  eavtow  at  the 
same,  whilk  was  very  fearful,  being  a  quarter  cannon,  having 
her  ball  of  twenty  pound  weight;  but  conrageons  Johnstott  mao^ 
fully  defended  the  sasie  with  brave  musketeers  that  came  out  of 
bdth  Aberdeens,  who  gave  fire  so  abundantly  upon  the  enemiea^ 
musketeers  that  they  were  of  them  praised  and  admired  for  their 
brave  service.  Thus  the  haill  day,  they  on  the  one  side  p«rsa- 
Ing  the  bridge  with  cannon  and  musket,  and  on  the  other  side 
Ihey  are  defending  with  muskets  and  their  four  brasen  pieees 
(which  did  little  service)  yet  no  skaith  on  our  side,  exeepta 
townsman,  called  John  Forbes,  was  pitifully  slain,  and  William 
Gordon  of  Gordon's  Mill  was  rashly  shot  in  the  foot,  bpth  Anti- 
covenanters.  Thus,  night  being  come,  both  parties  left  off  and 
set  their  watches,  attending  the  coming  of  the  morning. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  I9th  of  June,  the  town's  folk,'abottt 
fifty  musketeers,  foolishly  left  the  bridge,  with  about  the  like 
number  to  keep  the  samen,  and  went  convoying  the  corps  of 
the  foresaid  John  Forbes  to  be  buried  in  the  town,  whilk  was 
Very  unwisely  done,  and  to  the  tinsell  of  the  bridge.  In  the 
meantime,  a  new  assault  was  given  :  courageous  Johnston 
placed  his  few  soldiers  (as  he  did  first)  in  the  bouftids  of  the 
bridge  so  commodiously,  as  they  defended  themselves  very 
stoutly  and  manfully  with  little  loss. 

The  confederate  lords  seeing  they  had  come  no  speed,  devises 
a  pretty  slight  to  draw  the  horsemen  frae  the  bridge,  (being 
about  the  number  of  nine  score  brave  gentlemen,  albeit  they 
had  no  footmen,  except  James  Grant's  company,  and  the  town's 
men  of  both  Aberdeens,  because  they  had  scattered  at  Cowie  aa 
Ve  have  heard,  and  was  quickly  gathering  again,  but  came  not 
in  time  to  the  defence  of  the  bridge),  better  horsed  and  more  in 
number  than  they  were  of  good  horses,  therefore  they  stringed 
np  their  horse  company  on  the  other  side  of  the  water  of  Dee, 
making  shew  to  enter  the  water  and  come  through  the  same^ 
ftnd  pursue  the  lord  Aboyn  this  side  of  the  water,  whieh  was 
far  from  their  mind,  and  over  hastily  believed  by  Aboyfi;  wher6<* 
upon  he  rides  up  the  water  side  to  meet  thir  horsemen  at  their 
coming  through  the  water,  and  leaves  the  bridge  iMishly  with 
brave  Johnston  and  about  fifty  musketeers  only,  who  \VOttdfli> 
fully  stood  out  and  defended  the  samen,  albeit  cruelly  chatgied 
with  cartow  and  musket-shot  in  great  abundance,  which  waa 
more  fearfully  renewed;  whereas  the  lord  Aboyn  was  marebiiif 
up  the  water  side.  At  last  brave  Johnston  is  unhappily  hart  in 
the  thigh  or  leg  by  the  buffet  of  a  siuie  thrown  out  of  Uie  bridga 
by  the  violence  of  a  shot,  so  that^  could  do  no  more  serviee. 
He  hastily  calls  for  a  horse,  and  says  to  his  soldiers,  '*  Do  for 
yourselves,  and  haste  you  to  the  town ;"  whereupon  they  all, 
with  himftelf,  t6ok  the  flight  Th^n  followed  in  certain  oaplaiM, 
Mid  quicldy  took  in  the  bridge  peaceably,  and  ocst  o«t  their 
colours.    The  lord  Aboyki  seeing  tMr  horsemen  stay  upon  <4he 
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Other  fiMe  cC  the  watar,  nod  net  coviiog  throiq[fa  tbe  water  as 
Ihey  seemed  to  Uiteiul,  wd  withal  seeing  their  colours  lippn  the^ 
bridge,  takes  the  flight  shamefully  without  stroke  of  sword,  or, 
any  other  kind  of  vassalage,  for  hd  aud  his  horsemen  lay  under 
hmksaiid  braea  saving  themselves  from  the  cartow,  and  beheld 
iUiendben's  men  defend  the  bridge,  which  was  lost  by  tbe  in- 
eoaH1q[^)of  the  soldiers  to  Jo^  Forbes'  burial,  and  by  the  lord 
Aboytt^B  Jeaviag.  ofihe  samen,  and  chiefly  by  the  unhappy  hurl 
wJuch  /bravB^JAhnstosi  reoeiyed*  Our  Aberdeen's  men  were 
Mraiied»eYen  of  Aeir  very  enemies  for  their  sure  and  ready  fire^ 
Theae  was  slain  of  townsmen,  the  foresaid  John  Forbes,  Patrick 
Gray,  David  Johnston,  Thomas  Davidson^  a^d  some  others  hurt 
aad  wonaded ;  amongst  tbe  reqt,  Seaton.  of  Pitmedden,  a  gentle- 
man, was  suddenly  iiliot  riding  up  the  water-side  with  the  lord 

Aboyn ;.  and  on  the  other  e&de,  a  brave  gentleman,  called 

Ramsay,  brother  to  the  laird  of  Balmain,  and  some  others  hurt 
and  wounded.  This  bridge  was  unfortunately  taken  in  upon 
the  :  19th  of  June,  about-  four  afternoon,  wherisas  support  waa 
oomtng  that  same  niffht  of  Aboyn's  friends;  but  hearing vof  the 
winning  of  the  bridge,  came  no  farther  than  Legatsden,  syne 
dispersed  and  seatter^. 

Abeyv  takei  the  flight ;  takes  the  laird  of  Pury  Ogilvieland 
Pury  Folheiingham  out  of  Aberdeen,  his  own  prisoners,  whom 
be  had  taken  iMfore,  and  sends  them  back  to.  the  lords  safe  and 
sound,  freely  without  ransom.  Few  followed  the  ohase^  so  that 
Abeyn,  his  friends  and  foUowera»  go  no  skaith. 

The  oenlederate  lords  meddle  with  the  marquis'  four  braaed 
pieeea,  and  with .  their  own  two  eartows  came  to  Aberdeen  with 
sound  of  trumpet^  displayed  colours,  and  tucking  of  .drums« 
As  the  army  marched,  the  haill  Covenanters  was  blytb,  and 
thsiroyaliata  aa  sorrowful  at  this  sight,  who  for*  plain  fear  fled 
the.  town,  with  their  wives  and  children  in  their  arms,  and  car* 
ried  on  their  backs,  weeping  and  mourning  most  pitifully^ 
straying  here  and  there,  not  Imowing  where  to  go.  Thus  were 
they  ao  distressed  for  the  love  they  had  to  the  king,  and  now 
for  following  Aboyn. 

Thir  noUes  take  in  the  town,  meddle  with  the  keys  of.  the 
ports,  kirks,  and  tolbooth,  quarter  their  soldiers  and  act  watches, 
and  aend  for  the  town's  people  that  had  fled»  charging  them  by 
tueir  of  dram .  to  return  to  their  houses^  promising  they  should 
get  no  wrong ;  whereupon  some  returned,  others  would  not,  but 
hid  'Aemaelyes  here  and  there  in  the  countiy. 

There  were  some  footmen^of  this  army  who  had  fi'ee  quarters 
in  the  OkUawn  at  this  liSne,  and  all  the  Covenanters  now 
proudly  crop  the  cawsy,  glad  at  the  incoming  of  this  army^ 
AlWiqnartering  in  bath  Aberdeens,  the  soldiers  made  search 
for  sooh  mnsketeers  as  served  against  them  at  the  bridge  of 
Dee,  and  found  about  forty-eight  cavaliers,  brave  men,  whom 
tlwy  cauBed:  bind  by  the  gardies  with  tows,  in  disgraceful  man- 

s  2 
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ner,  and  brought  to  the  tolbootb,  where  that  iiight  they  got 
neither  meat,  drink,  fire,  nor  candle,  nor  bed,  and  watched  the 
tolbooth  for  that  effect. 

Upon  Thursday  the  20th  of  June,  the  nobles  went  and  took 
np  the  corps  of  Pitmedden  and  Ramsay;  and  both  were  buried 
in  the  kirk  of  Aberdeen  by  their  own  friends  with  lame&tatiMi* 
There  was  a  dead  volley  shot  by  the  soldiers  for  their  own  man 
Ramsay  at  the  Old  Kirk  door ;  where  William  Erskine,  brother 
to  the  laird  of  Pittodrie,  was  suddenly  shot  dead  through  the 
head,  standing  among  the  rest,  whereof  never  word  nor  trial 
was  gotten,  whilk  was  thought  marvellous,  but  indeed  he  was  a 
wilful  malicious  Covenanter. 

Thereafter  the  nobles,  in  a  council  of  war,  (hearing  for  cer* 
tainty  of  a  treaty  past  betwixt  the  king  and  his  subjects  at  Bar- 
wick,  whereof  they  had  knowledge  before  the  intairing  of  the 
bridge)  fines  Aberdeen  in  six  thousand  merks,  which  was  pre- 
sently paid,  looses  the  town's  men's  gardies,  who  were  knit  two 
and  two  together,  sets  them  to  liberty  upon  the  same  Thursday  $ 
the  town  was  saved  from  plundering  upon  payment  of  this  sam. 

Upon  the  morn,  the  2ist  of  June,  orders  was  givea  for  trans* 
porting  south  the  two  cartows  and  marquis  of  Huntl]r's  four 
brazen  field-pieces,  delivered  the  town's  keys  to  the  magistrates, 
and  marches  the  same  day  south  again ;  whereupon  the  rest  of 
the  honest  men  and  women  who  had  fled,  returned  gladly  to 
their  own  houses  in  Aberdeen. 

The  lord  Aboyn  seeing  this  army  gone,  and  no  appearance  of 
help,  as  he  daily  expected,  from  admiral  Hamilton,  upon  the 
26th  of  June  boats  at  the  Sandness,  and  goes  aboard  of  his  own 
ship  (which  all  this  time  was  lying  in  the  road  attending  hm 
service,  with  the  rest  of  the  English  captains,  and  traitor  Gonn 
also),  and  to  Berwick  sails  he;  for  it  is  most  oertaiat  this 
Crowner  Gunn  deceived  Aboyn  (whose  counsel  the  king  had 
commanded  him  to  follow),  by  persuasion  of  the  admiral  as  waa 
said,  a  great  favourer  of  the  covenant. 

Ye  see  before  of  the  king's  coming  with  his  army  to  Berwick  ; 
the  Scots  army  at  the  same  time  came  to  Dunse,  four  miles  frae 
the  king's  army,  where  they  lay  encamped,  estimated  in  horse, 
foot,  bfl^,  and  bag^ge,  to  about  twenty  thousand,  with  brave 
captains,  officers,  and  commanders,  whereof  Lesly  was  general, 
furnished  with  store  of  ammunition,  powder,  ball,  and  good 
arms.  Now  both  armies  being  encamped  within  four  miles  of 
others,  the  Scots  humbly  desired  his  majesty  to  appoint.some 
of  the  English  to  hear  Uieir  humble  desire,  which  his  highness 
graciously  granted ;  then  our  Scots  were  desired  to  put  in  their 
demands  in  writing,  whereof  one  was,  that  his  majesty  would 
ratify  the  acts  of  the  late  assemblv  holden  at  Glasgow,  in  tha 
next  ensuing  parliament.  The  king  craved  to  understand  by 
write  the  grounds  and  reasons  of  their  desire.  The  lord  I^udon 
(who  was  one  of  our  Scots  combinators),  commissioner  with  tlM 
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eari  of  Rotlie«  for  the  noUes ;  sir  James  Douglas,  sberiff  c^f  Te- 
Tiotdale,  commissioner  for  the  baroDs  and  gentry ;  John  Smith,* 
hailKe  of  Edinhnrgh,  commissioner  for  the  burrows ;  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Henderson,  minister  at  Lenchars,  commissioner  for 
the  clergy,  said,  their  desires  were  only  to  enjoy  their  religion 
and  liberty  according  to  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  laws  of  this 
kingdom,  and  in  clearing  particrffars  they  woald  not  insist  upon 
any  that  were  not  such;  whilk  his  majesty  desired  him  to  set 
down  in  writing,  which  he  did  in  the  subsequent  words:-— 

**  MemorandaiDw — ^That  our  desires  are  only  the  enjoying  onr  religion  and 
liberties^  according  to  the  ecclesiastical  and  civil  laws  of  his  majesty's  king* 
doms ;  to  clear  by  sufficient  grounds  that  the  particulars  we  crave  with  all 
humility  are  such^  and  shall  not  insist  to  crave  any  point  which  is  not  so  wsr« 
ranted ;  and  that  we  humbly  offer  all  civil  and  temporal  obedience  to  youir 
majesty^  which  can  he  required  or  expected  of  loyal  subjects. 

C Signed)  "  LOUDON.' 

Whereunto  his  majesty  most  willingly  condescended,  as  most 
reasonable  grounds,  founded  upon  the  laws  of  the  kingdom ;  but 
under  the  fair  general  lurked  much  poison  and  great  bloodshed, 
woe,  and  wracking  throughout  the  king's  haill  dominions^ 
through  interpretation  or  misinterpretation  of  our  laws,  to  hit 
majesty's  high  displeasure;  he  not  seeing  the  combinators' 
subtile  intention,  both  in  church  and  police,  yea,  and  against 
his  royal  prerogative,  as  hereafter  is  shortly  noted  in  thii 
discourse. 

However,  the  foresaid  memorandum  being  the  ground  of  the 
agreement,  it  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  upon  the  17th  of 
June ;  and  of  the  same  date  the  king  sets  out  his  declaration 
conform  to  these  grounds,  which  was  well  accepted  by  these 
who  caoae  in  the  name  of  the  covenant,  with  humble  thanks  to 
the  king  for  doing  the  samen  ;  and  giving  an  answer  to  their  pe* 
tition  within  the  said  declaration,  which  was  fully  agreed  upon, 
together  with  sundry  articles  by  both  parties.  The  pacification 
concluded,  the  articles  on  both  sides  were  to  be  performed. 
Accordingly  these  on  the  king's  part  were  in  the  declaration 
following : — 

"  We  having  considered  the  papers  and  humble  petitions  presented  to  us  by 
these  our  suhjects  of  Scotland^  who  were  admitted  to  attend  our  pleasure  in 
thfe  etmp,  and  after  a  fbll  h^uring  by  ourself  of  all  that  they  could  say  or  al- 
ledge  thereupon,  having  oommtoicated  the  same  to  our  councU  of  both  king* 
dotes  there  present,  upon  mature  delibention,  with  their  unanimous  advice, 
we  have  thought  fit  to  give  this  jnat  and  grodoua  answer, — That  though  wo 
cannot  condescend  to  ratify  and  approve  the  acta  of  the  pretended  Genenl  Aa* 
ssBibly  si  Glasgow,  for  many  grave  and  weighty  considerations,  which  happen- 
ed Mbffe  and  siaoe,  mueh  importing  the  honour  and  security  of  that  true 
monsvehisl  government  Uneslly  descended  upon  us  firom  so  many  of  our  an* 
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onton;  y^tsuohisouir  gnedoits p]c««u|ie,  ihatnotwithttaiiaiiig  tbe nmy du« 
orden  ogmmitted  of  late,  we  are  plieaied  not  only  .to  oonfinn  and  make  good 
wbatsperor  oar  oommiasioiierB  have  granted  and  promised  in  our  n^Moej  bu^ 
alpo  we  are  farther  gndonaly  pleased  to  declare  and  aMure>  that  all  maitersy  a^ 
cording  tp  the  petitioners'  humble,  desires,  that  are  eodeaiastical,  shall  be  deCeiK 
mined  by  the  assembly  of  the  kirk ;  and  all  matters  civil,  by  the  parliament  and 
other  inferior  indicatories  established  by  law;  which  assembly  shall  acoordingl]r 
be  k'eeped  once  a  year,  or  as  shall  be  agreed  opon  at  the  General  Assembly. 

"  And  ftt  settling  the  general  diatraction  of  that  our  kingdom,  our  will  and 
plessore  is,  that  a  free  General  Assembly  be  keeped  at  Edinburgh  the  1st  day  of 
August  next  ensuing,  where  we  intend  (God  willing)  to  be  personally  pnaent ; 
and  for  the  l^^al  indiction  whereof  we  have  given  order  and  command  to  on« 
ccmncilj  and  thereafter  a  parliament  to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh  the  80th  of 
Augnat  next  ensuing,  for  ratifying  of  what  shall  be  concluded  in  the  said 
Assembly,  and  settling  other  things,  as  may  conduce  to  the  peace  and  good  of 
our  native  kingdom,  and  therein  an  act  of  oblivion  to  be  passed. 

''  And  whereas  we  are  Airther  desirous  that  our  ships  and  forces  by  land  be 
recalled,  and  all  persons'  goods  restored,  and  they  made  safe  frae  invasion,  we 
are  graciously  pleased  to  dedare,  that  upon  then:  disarming  and  disbanding  of 
their  forcea,  dissolving  and  dischargiqg  all  their  pretended  tables  and  conven^ 
tides,  and  restoring  unto  us  all  our  castles,  forU,  and  ammunition  of^  sorts, 
as  likewise  our  royal  honours,  and  to  every  one  of  our  sulgecte  their  liberties, 
landa^  houses,  goods,  and  monies,  whatsoever,  taken  and  detained  from  theni 
since  the  late  pretended  General  Assembly,  we  will  presently  thereafter  recall 
•ur  fleet,  and  retire  our  land  forces,  and  cause  restitution  to  be  made  to  all 
penona  of  their  ships  and  goods  detained  and  arrested  since  the  aforesaid  time  ; 
whereby  it  may  appear  that  our  intention  of  taking  up  arms  was  nowise  for  in- 
vading oar  native  kingdom,  or  to  innovate  rdigion  or  laws,  but  merely  for  the 
iBsintaining  and  vindicating  of  our  royal  authority.  And  since  that  hereby  it 
doth  dearly  appear,  that  we  neither  have  nor  do  intend  any  alteration  in  rdi- 
gion  or  laws,  but  that  both  shall  be  maintained  by  us  in  their  full  integrity, 
ve  expect  the  performance  of  that  humble  and  dutiful  obedience  which  be- 
oometh  loyal  and  dutiful  subjects,  which  in  their  several  petitions  they  have 
o£lten  professed  ;  as  we  have  just  reason  to  believe,  that  to  our  peaceable  and 
well  disposed  subjecto  this  will  be  satis&ctory,  so  we  take  God  and  the  world 
to  witness,  that  whatsomever  calamities  shall  ensue,  by  our  necessitated  sup« 
pressing  of  the  insolendes  of  such  as  shall  continue  in  their  disobedient  courses, 
is  not  occasioned  by  us,  but  by  their  own  procurement" 

After  bis  majesty's  declaration  thus  expressed,  follow  the 
articles  of  pacification  tending  thus,  which  were  agreed  npon : — 

1st,  The  forces  of  Sootland  be  diriianded  and  dlaaolTed  within  forty-eigfat 
hours  after  his  mi^jesty's  dedatmtkm  is  published,  bring  agreed  npon. 

9d,  His  highneu'  castles,  forts,  ammunition  of  all  sorts,  and  royal  hononn^ 
to  be  delivered  after-the  said  publication,  so  joon  aa  he  should  send  toreoelfw 
them. 

Sd,  His  majesty's  ships  to  depart  presently  oiler  the  delivery  of  the«aities, 
&c.  with  the  first  fkir  wind,  and  in  the  meantime  no  tntemiplion  of  -trade  or 
fishing. 
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rad  thipt^  detained  and  arrealed  ttnoe  Ui^  dsH  of  NoTembttr  dMO  k»l  pttt. 
.   6t\t,  Nq  meeliiigij  trwting*,  cointiltattoiiflj  or  cotiTOcliom  of  UQr  of  liit 
mniiMy't.  liegm,  but  tvdi  u  «e  wtmntcd  by  set  of  iwrlMunent. 

6ikf  The  forlificatkuu  to  detisty  and  no  lUrjther  workisgi  therein,  and  tibejr 
he  xeaiitted  to  his  mijetty's  pleanire* 

7th>  To  restore  to  every  one  of  hit  inijeity's  good  sniQcete  th^if  libertfeib 
lande^  houses,  goods,  and  monies  whataomever,  taken  or  detained  ffom  them 
by  whatsoever  means  sinoe  the  afore$aid  time. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  IBth  of  June,  the  foreaaid  declaration  and 
articles  of  pacification  were  signed  at  the  king's  payi]ion»  by  his 
majesty,  and  by  the  commissioners  for  Scotland,  who  also  sign- 
ed another  paper  of  submission  to  his  m^esty,  as  follows  : — 

"  In  the  Camp,  the  16th  of  June,  1639. 

'*  In  obedience  to  his  migesty^s  royal  commands,  me  shall,  upon  Thumday 
next  the  80th  of  June,  dismiss  our  Ibroes,  and  instantly  thereafter  del|verhis 
ini^oty's  castles,  &c.  and  shall  ever  in  aU  thi^g;a  carry  ourselves  like  bumble^ 
loyal,  and  obedient  subjects. 

Sic  iuhscribitur, 

"  ROTHES.  "  DOUGLAS. 

<<  DUMFERMLINO.  «<  ALEXANDER  SENDERION. 

«'  LOUDON.  <<  ALEXANDER  JOHNSTON/r 

The  Scots  commissioiiers  did  likewise  coadefle«n4,  that  his 
tmij6sty*s  declavatioiv  should  be  read  and  published  in  the  army^ 
wbieh,  by  Lyon  king  of  arms  of  Sdotkmd,  was  done  apMi'tke 
Mlh  of  Jirae,  in  presence  of  some  commissioners  of  the  kiiq^s 
sent  to  see  it  published ;  against  the  whilk  (contrary  io^  his  ma* 
jesty's  expectation)  protestations  were  made. 
-  Now  matters  being  in  the  way  of  settling,  his  majesty  desired^ 
before  rembring  of  th^army  frae  Dnnee,  that  some  of  the  Scots 
nolrfes  and -other  men  of  note  should  conie  and  confer  with  Mm 
at  his  camp,  whilk  was  phiinly  refused  by  the  Govisflatiters^ 
^ensat  his  majesty  took  high  offence;  bot  theyall^eil  aoiM 
reasons  which  were  sent  in  write. 

In  the  meantioM,  the  marqnis  of  Hiintly,  and  bis -son -lord 
Gordon,  and  some  others  who  were  warded  in  the-  castle  of 
Edinburgh^  "are  pat  to  liberty.  The  marqots  places^  his-iivgin 
dtaghters  in  the  place  of  Seytonn,  with  his  coosin  the  earl  of 
Wintoun,  sjrne  rides  with  bk  son  to  the  hang^a  camp  at  Berwick; 

Robert  Keith,  writer,  who  was  taken  and  had  to  Berwick,  is 
■at  to  liiwrty,  and  sent  home,  whereupon  the  earl  Msrischall 
relieves  John  Gordon,  John  Spence,  Rothsay,  herauld^  and 
AUaster  SaaiUesoii,  messenger,  most  unwisely  imprisoned  and 
orselly  handled,  as  belare  menlioirad. 

Now  there  was  great  preparation  for  choosing  minisjkera  ancl 
MliBg  alders^  cofmoiissionera  to  the  General  Assembly^  ta  be 
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UUen  wi  B^itrimigk  the  6tli  of  Aagwt  nut:  bat  none  esceept 
known  Covenauteri  were  chosen  through  all  the  preebyteriee  of 
Seotland;  among  whom  our  presbytery  of  Aberdeen  elected  Mr. 
David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Aber* 
erombie,  minister  of  Fintray,  who  were  their  commissioners, 
with  the  earl  of  Kinghom,  now  being  in  this  coantry,  to  be  a 
ruling  elder,  because  he  had  the  lauds  of  Belhelvie  pertaining 
to  him  within  the  presbytery,  yet  had  neither  dwelling  place  nor 
household  remaining  within  this  diocese,  yet  he  is  thus  chosen, 
being  a  great  Covenanter,  a  ruling  elder  for  the  presbytery  of 
Abenieen. 

The  king  lies  still  at  Berwick,  makes  general  Ruthven  cap<- 
tain  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  which  was  delivered  to  him  with 
the  royal  ornaments,  viz.  crown,  sword,  and  scepter,  to  be 
keeped  within  the  said  castle.  The  Covenanters  disband  their 
army  at  Dunse,  yet  not  fully;  but  the  king  disbands  his  army 
truly  both  by  sea  and  land,  and  the  admiral  Hamilton,  who  had 
gotten  directions  to  land  forces  to  defend  Aberdeen  and  the 
north ;  yet  he  obeys  not  direction,  but  lies  still  in  Forth,  having 
secret  conferences  with  the  nobles  of  the  covenant  night  and  day, 
whereof  the  king  had  neither  knowledge  nor  suspicion,  yet  he 
revealed  the  king's  projects  and  secrets,  having  too  much  his 
ear,  as  was  thought,  at  all  occasions,  to  the  Covenanters,  of 
whom  ako  he  politically  made  his  own  use,  and  held  both  the 
king  and  them  in  hand  for  his  own  ends,  not  yet  known ;  but 
^ure  ooold  not  have  power  to  act  contrary  to  the  Covenanters, 
because  he  revealed  all,  whereby  they  were  armed  against  all 
dangers,  which  bred  great  trouble,  sorrow,  and  doleful  calami* 
ties  throughout  the  king's  haill  dominions,  which  if  he  had  been 
true  to  his  master,  might  have  been  ^dsely  and  easily  supprest 
in  the  beginning.  Admiral  Hamilton  having  gotten  thirteen 
thousand  pounds  sterling  frae  the  king  for  this  fruitless  expedi- 
tion, he  spended  and  spared  as  he  pleased,  comes  to  the  king 
lying  at  Berwick,  makes  up  an  account  of  his  expences  to  his 
treasurer,  and  gave  in  two  hundred  pound  sterling  he  alleged 
■anqpended,  but  kept  the  rest  to  himself.  The  king  approved 
his  doings,  and  thought  them  good  service,  wherein  he  was 
mwhtily  deceived.     But  Hamilton  hereafter  got  his  own  reward. 

In  tM  meantime,  the  king  lying  still  at  Berwick,  perceives  the 
Covenanters  slow  to  fulfil  their  part  of  the  articles  of  pacifica- 
tion, and  sees  some  other  disorders  unlooked-for  beside,  wUlk 
he  sets  down  in  write,  as  follows,  viz. — 

Imo.  Fim  he  slledged^  that  the  Covenanteri  did  make  a  prolcilslion  i^ittat 
tfieimliiioation  of  hk  dedaration  beftnre  thefar  army  at  Danae. 

9do,  That  the  iareea  of  8ooUand  raised  against  hiroatlf  were  not  dlilMUidsil 
within  finty-eigfat  hour^,  bat  for  aometlnie  keeped  in  body  aonie  ibroes,  and 
held  ia  pay  their  offioan. 

3tio.  That  AiU  leatitnlion  ie  not  made  of  his  nudcstj'a  forts,  caatlea,  and 
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,-«ai  tlM  faOflMtions  of  htkk  stittid  4nliMi^  albeit  ilM'Idiig 
1  them  to  btf  casten  do«B« 

4to»  TlMl-tteylieepadiiidjftwIalnMeUi^atUbki^  conymtidety  jradoQANil- 
tations^  after  tbe  80th  of  Jalj,  (tKhilk^jrtbe  ku^  appointed  to  be  the  laat  ibat 
they  abonld  meet  upon,  and  consult  upon  their  mutnal  burdens  only,  and  no 
pCher  stato  natters),  wherein  they  daily  vex  and  trouble  sic  aa  do  not  adben^  to 
their  fehelUous  covenant  and  |uretended  assembly  acts  at  Glasspow* 

4to»  Wheresa  all  fortifications  bigged  by  his  warrant  were  referred  to  .his 
plnaitre,  whether  to  stand  or  be  demolished,  and  that  he  eommandeth  them  to 
Woutt  dovn,  yet  no  obedience  given  thereto. 

Oto.  None  of  his  migesty's  good  subjects  has  gpitea  their  goods,  nor  dare 
baiafd  home  to  their  own  houses  at  flill  liberty,  by  reason  of  the  CoTenanters' 
f\paf,  animated  thereto  by  the  said  protestation  and  seditious  sermons,  and  that 
they  are  threatned  with  the  loss  of  their  lives,  in  esse  they  shall  repair  to  their 
own  dwellings. 

7mo.  Whereas  it  is  declared  that  bis  majesty  did  not  approve  the  late  pre- 
tended assembly  at  GUsgow,  yet  contrary  to  his  highness'  pleasure  they  press 
the  sulgects  to  subscribe  the  approbation  thereof,  and  to  swesr  the  sam^. . 

BfQ*  Wheieas  it  pleased  the  Idog  to  grant  a  free  assembly,  expecting  a  choice 
of  sic  commissioners  as  might  stand  with  his  highness'  authority,  they  pervert* 
ed  hia  sulgects  by  anticipating  their  votes,  in  making,  tliem  swear  to  and  jub- 
aoibethe  acts  of  the.  pretended  assembly  holden  at  Glasgow,  and  making 
choice  of  auch  commissioners  (and  no  others)  as  adhered  thereunto,  and  by 
oath  were  bound  to  maintain  the  samen,  and  further  deterred  others  whom  his 
m^esty  called  to  the  next  assembly  by  his  lawliil  warrant,  threatning  them 
with.the  loss  of  their  lives  if  they  repaired  thither. 

9no.  They  brand  his  good  subjects  that  adhere  to  his  rosj^esty's  service  with 
^  vile  aspersion  of  traitors  to  God  and  their  country^  threatning  to  proceed 
agsioat  them  with  censures  accordingly,  as  though  their  serving  the  king  wcr« 
treason  ;  whereas  his  sul^ects  are  bound  to  rise  and  assist  him  under  the  pain 
of  treoaon. 

lOmo.  Laatly,  their  protesting  that  all  members  of  the  college  of  justice  and 
hia  highness'  lieges  were  not  to  attend  the  session,  and  that  all  acts  and  de- 
crees shall  be  null,  taking  his  royal  power  out  of  his  hand,  who  only  might 
comnand  his  snlgecta  to  aticod  the  settion,'  or  discharge  the  samien. 

It  pleased  his  majesty  to  send  tliir  miscontentoients  in  paper 
with  the  lords  Lindsay  and  Loudon,  and  to  report  the  combioa- 
tor^  Miswer  to  him  in  write,  with  tJieir  reasons  why  the  nohles 
and  others  whom  his  majesty  sent  for  in  particular,  came  not  to 
hiMif  acoording  to  their  bounden  duty.  Thir  Soots  commission- 
en  tnhtfl  thmr  leave  frae  the  king  at  Berwick,  and  came  to 
BdifilNirgb,  and  delivered  to  the  table  the  forenamed  disorders; 
wkereanto  they  mhde  an  answer  shortly  in  write,  with  reasons 
why  the  noblemen  should  not  have  eome  to  him  at  Berwick -as 
ke  dttttred,  and  sends  the  samen  papers  with  the  lords  Lindsay 
and  Loudmi  to  his  majesty,  of  the  whilk  answers  and  rsiuons 
the  tenor  follows;  besides  certain  grievances  which  tb^  sent 
likewise  to  his  majesly  with  die  saki  aaswem;  so  as  the  king 
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Pledged,  and  that  jfuatly,  that  the  paeiliealioii  was  Mt  Icaapad 
on  their  side ;  so  nnjnatly  it  was  alledged  hj  them  the  Idag  keep** 
ed  no  condition  contained  in  the  said  treaty,  as  their  grievances 
purports,  whilk,  with  their  answers  and  reasons,  follows : 

1st,  And  first  it  is  denied,  that  any  protestation  was  made  against  his  nijes- 
tj's  gracious  declaration  of  the  pacification,  bat  on  the  contrary,  both  at  Dnnae 
and  Edinburgh,  publick  thanksgiying,  with  a  declaration  that  we  adhere  to  the 
General  Assembly. 

8d,  It  is  answered,  the  samen  is  obeyed  by  the  general's  surrenderj  whidi 
he  had  pressed  many  times  before. 

3d,  The  cannons  which  were  at  Leith  are  delivered  to  the  Castle  of  Edin- 
burgh, together  with  the  muskets;  and  as  fbr  the  balls,  they  are  still  lying 
unmade  use  of. 

4th4  It  is  denied  that  any  unlawful  meeting*  are  keeped  but  such  as  are  war^ 
ranted  by  act  of  parliament ;  and  although  we  must  adhere  to  our  most  neoes-i 
sary  and  lawful  covenant,  yet  to  our  knowledge  none  has  been  urged  to  sub- 
scribe it. 

5thj  The  fortifications  shall  be  demolished  with  all  convenient  speed  and 
diligence. 

6th,  The  sixth  is  denied. 

7th,  We  know  none  of  his  m^esty's  subjects  who  are  now  detained  or  threat- 
ned,  nor  do  we  allow  that  any  should  be  troubled ;  and  if  any  fear  themselves, 
there  is  an  ordinary  way  of  justice  which  they  may  use. 

8tbj  The  eight  is  denied,  because  to  our  knowledge  no  such  exception  haa 
been  made  at  any  time  of  the  dections. 

9th,  To  the  ninth  it  is  denied. 

10th,  There  was  nothing  protested  against  the  session,  to  infer  any  claim 
that  any  sulgect  or  all  the  subjects  has  power  to  hinder  or  discharge  them, 
but  only  in  respect  of  the  time,  for  neither  the  lords  could  attend,  nor  had 
partiea  Uieir  writes  in  readiness  to  pursue  or  defend ;  they  behoved  to  protect 
fbr  remead  of  law  if  any  thing  should  be  done  to  their  pr^udice. 

Besides  these  answers,  which  the  judicious  reader  may  easily 
perceive  whether  reasonable,  to  elude  his  majesty's  just  grie- 
vances or  not,  they  eik  thus ; — 

"  As  we  are  most  unwilling  to  fidl  upon  any  questions  which  may  seem  to 
import  the  least  contradiction  with  his  mijesty,  so  if  it  had  not  been  the  trust 
we  gave  to  the  relation  of  our  commissioners  (who  did  impart  to  us  his  miges- 
ift  gradous  expressions  related  to  us  at  Dunse,  and  put  in  not  by  any  of  our 
number,  which  waa  a  great  deal  more  satla&etory  to  us  than  his  written  decla- 
ration) the  samen  would  not  have  been  acceptable,  which  did  call  the  assenhly 
pretended,  our  humble  and  loyal  proceedings  disordere,  our  conise  diaagneahle 
to  monafehial  govenment,  nor  the  Castle  of  Bdmbuigh  rendered  (whieh  waa 
only  taken  Ibr  the  safety  of  the  town)  simply  without  assurance  by  write  of 
thdr  indemnity,  except  fbr  the  trust  we  repose  in  their  rellgiOD,  and  oonfidenee 
in  his  mi^esty's  royal  woid,  which  we  believe  they  did  not  forget,  but  would 
bring  those  who  adhere  to  the  treaty  to  a  right  remembrance  Iheitraf ;  which 
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fiptrimwlywrifuiiftr  that  cMM,  krt  either  hk  iMjetty  or  bit  eoldMlt 
dwali  tT«r  tiitt  thef  ipftl^  ny  thing  widunt  winaat." 

After  this  came  to  his  majesty,  with  thir  same  answers,  reasons 
for  staying  of  thir  noblemen,  as  follows  in  these  word^  : 

"  Some  f«w  of  the  many  reaaoni  for  staying  of  the  noblemen  and  others 
(named  by  his  majesty)  from  repairing  at  this  time  to  the  court  at  Berwick. 

''  His  mijesty  has  not  been  in  use  at  any  tiipe  of  the  greatest  security  to  call 
any  of  his  sulgects  out  of  the  kingdom  after  this  sort,  as  at  this  time,  which  is 
lull  of  fear ;  to  call  so  many  of  such  note  without  any  command  or  warrant 
sent  to  themselves  seems  strange,  and  may  we  not  say  it  was  never  his  majes- 
ty's royal  father's  use  and  wont  to  do  so  unto  us  since  his  going  into  England 
unto  this  day,  although  his  mijesty's  declaration  at  Dunse,  contrary  to  our 
mind  and  meriu,  did  call  the  late  assembly  a  pretended  assembly,  our  humble 
and  lawful  proceedings  disorders,  our  course  disagreeable  to  monarchial  govern* 
ment,  and  did  threaten  us  with  the  terrors  of  his  wrath,  yet  our  desire  is  to 
live  a  peaceable  and  quiet  life  under  his  majesty's  government,  and  our  seal  to 
his  mojesty's  honour  (although  with  some  aspersions  put  upon  us  before  the 
world)  moveth  us  to  receive  them  because  of  diverse  gracious  expressions,  relat- 
ed from  his  migesty's  mouth  by  our  commissioners,  which  we  did  hear  gladly, 
and  did  note  diligently  for  our  contentment,  and  that  we  might  be  able  to  sa- 
tisfy others,  and  without  which  the  articles  of  pacification  had  never  served  for 
the  beginning  of  peace ;  yet  we  now  understand  that  all  or  the  greatest  part  of 
thpse  expressions  verbal  are  denied,  which  makes  our  hope  to  waver,  giveth  ua 
great  oauaeof  jealousy,  and  moveth  ua  to  call  in  qnestioii  all  the  reports  made 
to  ufl  from  his  mi^jesty.    His  mi^^*^  knoweth  that  what  is  so  insUntly  prcsifld 
at  this  time  waa  none  of  the  articles  agreed  upon  at  that  time,  and  if  (besides 
restitution  of  goods,  rendering  of  the  castles,  and  dissolving  of  the  army)  it  had 
been  then  required  that  these  fourteen  should  be  sent  to  the  camp  at  Berwick, 
the  condition  should  have  been  harder  than  that  we  could  liave  yielded  ant«, 
beeaiHe  we  cannot  judge  the  minds,  intentions,  and  dispodtions  of  hearts,  but 
by  that  which  we  hear  with  our  ears,  and  doth  appear  in  action ;  we  desire  Is 
teeottsidsred  that  all  our  expiesaioiis  of  fkmur  are  pat  upon  our  adveisaries ; 
they  are  called  his  mijesty's  good  suldects,  and  their  pnctice,  his  midesty's 
service ;  upon  the  contrary,  haill  volumes  are  spread  (and  ever  since  the  treaty 
of  peace  put  in  all  hands)  against  us,  not  only  stuffed  with  such  reproadiea 
against  almost  the  haill  kingdom  (and  particularly  against  the  persons  now  sent 
Ibr)  thM  it  were  a  dishonour  for  the  king  to  have  such  a  kingdom,  and  a  dbame 
to  be  set  over  such  sulgects,  aa  we  are  described  to  be,  but  also  containing 
vows  sod  threstnings  of  esemphury  punishment,  upon  sudi  as  we  are  reported 
tdl  be;  that  the  troubles  hi  the  moat  parte  of  the  kingdom  are  nq^  yet  oeasad  ; 
tMt  thie  garrisons  are  keeped  in  Berwick ;  that  the  Castle  of  Bdinburgh  is  fiv^ 
Hfied  and  friroished  above  any  thing  that  has  been  hesrd  at  any  time ;  thataoiniB 
bloody  and  emel  words  against  the  8eoU  lords  hid  been  overheard  in  Berwiek, 
sad  whieh  we  cMld  not  have  believed,  but  that  it  is  testified  by  so  many  letters 
sent  hither,  that  our  fHends  and  countrymen  not  only  in  Ireland,  but  now  in 
Englaadl,  ale  not  only  stopped  in  their  trade,  bat  caat  in  ^prison  for  their 
modest  refosing  to  takeoatha  contrary  to  their  oath  and  covenant,  which  they 
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hav^  sworn  in  ijbeax  own  couKry  ;  &  yk4ciMe  not  used  bMbre  Uie  IntAj  «i 
peace^  and  contrary  to  the  law  t)f  nalimsj,  (tlie  rnle  of  oo^mon  equity)  of  dt;* 
ing  that  to  othera,  which  we  would  they  should  do  unto  ju,  and  to  the  ertioles 
of  pacification  agreed  upon  with  his  majesty.  These  and  other  the  like  consi- 
dered^ do  80  work  upon  us^  that  for  the  present  (except  we  wiU  do  against  our 
own  hearts,  and  deny  our  own  senses,)  we  cannot  give  way  to  so  many  emi- 
nent persons  to  repair  to  Berwick,  which  we  trust  his  majesty  will  neither  in- 
terpret to  be  disobedience  nor  indiscretion,  since  we  have  been  all  cwreful  to 
see  all  the  conditions  performed  to  the  uttermost  of  our  part ;  and  there  Is  not 
of  that  number  nor  of  us  all,  but  shall  be  ready,  for  our  own  parts,  to  give  the 
most  ample  testimony  of  obedience  to  his  mzgesty's  commandment,  and  of  our 
fonsciousness  of  his  majesty's  justice  and  goodness,  as  his  majesty  jdiall  redly 
find  (at  his  coming)  during  his  abode  in  the  kingdom ;  for  we  are  assured 
what  hath  been  committed  by  any  since  they  began  padficatton,  contrary  to 
any  of  the  articles  thereof,  hath  proceeded  from  the  dispositions  of  the  wicked 
Instruments  about  him,  who  are  enemies  of  his  migesty's  honour  and  our 
peace,  and  hath  been  the  authors  of  our  woefVd  dirisions.  Whilk  we  pray  the 
Lord  bring  to  an  happy  end,  by  a  happy  and  everlasting  peace." 

With  thir  reasons,  the  foresaid  lord  Lindsay  and  lord  London, 
commissioners  foresaid,  brought  frae  the  Covenanters  certain 
grievances  to  his  majesty,  to  colour  the  more  their  breach  of 
duty ;  whereof  the  tenor  follows  : — 

"  Grievances  to  be  renumstrated  to  his  Mqjesiy  ;— 

*.*  lit.  The  provisions  laid  in  the  Castle  extraordinary,  as  granadoes,  pol 
{vieces,  and  others,  which  are  ofiknsive  and  deftosive. 

"  9d,  Protections  given  without  payment  of  ■■ 
.    ''  3d,  Insolendes  committed  in  the  north. 

.  ''  4th,  Oaths  ministered  to  Scotsmen,  (especially  skippers  and  Scotsmen 
merchants,  wluch  is  contrary  to  law  of  naticms,  and  to  the  law  of  Sootbnd,) 
which  will  bring  many  inoonvenlendes,  stop  the  trade,  and  bring  a  number 
of  dangerous  evils*.. 

''  6th,  Justice  denied  to  all  those  who  do  pursue  ibr  their  just  debt  in 
England,  if  the  party  shall  aUedge  they  have  subscribed  the  covenant. 

'^ath.  Private  mens  outfiUings  and  broils  are  questioned  u  nalioBri 
quarrels."  .  . 

^Here  it  is  to  be  considered,  Ist,  The  king's  just  desires  con- 
tuned  in  his  regrets.^  gdly.  The  Covenanters'  ridiculous  answerv 
made  thereto,  containing  many  menacing,  threatniag  speeches 
against  the  person  of  his  royal  majesty.  8dly,  Their  naugb^ 
reasons  alledged  for  withholding  of  the  nobles  uncome  to  the 
kang,  backed  also,  with  much  more  threatning:  And»  lastlyf 
to  consider  the  grievances  given  in  by  them,  which  is  no  way  * 
comprehended  under  the  treaty  of  padfication»  as  is  SatmeAy 
set  down. 


The  lords  Lindsay  and  London,  having  presented  to  bis 
jesty  thir  answers  to  his  majesty's  just  desires,  with  the  reasom 
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and  grievMtcMdboye  exprest,  and  haTO^  read,  aaiat  lengtti  pe-- 
rosed  the  aaiaen,  Us  majesty  waacad  wroth  thsr^nth,  aad  be* 


impatient,  findings  hiBtead  of  aatisfiEustion,  wfailk  he  looked 
for,  he  reeeived  nothing  but  idle  frnitleaB  answers,  baeked  with 
bitter  threatnings.    Bat  this  royal  kii^  was  secretly  bom  down 
in  this  expedition  by  the  means  and  working  of  hb  loyal  d»« 
ceiTing  courtiers,  and  some  of  the  English  nobles  who  Were 
lords  at  his  council,  straitly  and  privately  bound  to  our  Cew^ 
nanters,  by  that  doleful  clandestine  band  and  covenant,  as  ye 
have  heard  before,  whereof  the  king  had  a  kind  ot  knowledM. 
They  still  after  the  hatching  of  this  treacherous  covenant  (gomg 
on  in  other  hands,  though  secretly)  both  in  Scotland  and  Engi- 
land,  for  the  king's  overthrow,  whereafter  does  clearly  appear ; 
*   likeaa  English  and  Scots  Covenanters  had  foreseen  (before  the 
king^s  coming  to  Berwick)  what  to  say  and  how  to  answer  for 
4Sonclading  a  pretended  peace,  tending  to  their  own  ends ;  likeas 
tinder  trust  his  majesty  was  moved  to  condescend  piece  and 
piece,  and  day  by  day,  to  give  content  to  the  Covenanters  by 
these  English  lords  of  his  council,  and  wicked  courtiers  of  our 
Scots  about  him,  especially  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  privy  la 
all  their  plots,  and  would  never  reveal  the  same  to  his  gracious 
and  royal  master,  as  in  the  highest  measure  he  was  bound  to, 
but  held  craftily  both  him  and  the  Covenanters  in  hand,  for 
his  and  their  private  ends  and  respects;  albeit  the  king  still 
liked  and  loved  this  marquis,  and  gave  him  too  much  credit^  for 
the  whilk  also  he  got  his  reward  at  last*    Now  our  Covenanters 
being  thus  assured   of  England,  might  boldly  do^  qwak,  and 
write,  wliat  they  pleased  to  his  majesty,  without  fear  of  censure 
or  correction,  as  ye  may  perceive  by  their  pap^v  form^ly  ex- 
pressed. 

But  his  majesty  finding  himself  so  used,  without  more  ado^ 
or  dealing  with  our  Covenanters,  upon  the  29th  of  July  leaves 
Berwick,  takes  journey  and  goes  to  London,  after  sundry  nobles 
had  taken  their  leave,  nc  as  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  and  the 
lord  Gordon ;  but  the  lord  Aboyn  went  with  the  king. 

Here  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  while  as  the  king  was  at 
Berwick,  Mr.  Thomas  Gray,  one  of  the  bailHes  of  Aberdeen, 
and  Mr.  Patrick  Chalmers,  sheriff  clerk,  were  sent  commission- 
ers frae  Aberdeen  to  his  majesty,  to  show  how  they  were  born 
down  and  oppressed  by  the  tyranny  of  the  Covenanters,  for 
th^r  byding  truly  by  the  king,  and  to  humbly  desire  him  to 
take  some  speedy  course  for  their  safety  and  protection ;  his  ma- 
jesty heard  them  patiently,  and  lamented  their  usage,  but  could 
not  help  them  at  this  time,  and  so  they  returned  comfortless 
home. 

This  sudden  departure  of  the  king  with  sic  grief  and  miscon- 
tentment,  bred  great  fear  in  the  hearts  of  his  loyal  subjects  ' 
standing  to  his  opinion,  looking  for  mickle  trouble,  sorrow,  and 
vexation,  as  surely  at  length  came  to  pass. 
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Tlonogli  great  appearabee  of  drir*  trosUes,  lifaere  waa  no  iila»- 
ter-aet^keeped  m  dth^  Abtodooiis  at  Lanunas,  as  was  oaed  bo* 
fore,  but  dieir  young  scbolars  was  made  masters  before  time. 
Grammar-schools,  8ong«schools»  and  ^tfaer  schools,  were  given 
UB^  and  the  bairns  had  home  to  their  parents.  No  learning  at 
ml,  fearing  alterations  and  troubles  to  come,  as  came  indeed. 
'  Upon  Sundajp  the  4th  of  August,  fiftst  and  jMvyer  throv^  all 
fiootland,  and  both  Aberdeens  Imd  the  like,  lor  a  blessing  to  the 
next  general  assembly. 

Atwut  this  time  the  bishop  of  the  Ross'  wife  lifts  her  honse* 
hold,  femilgr,  goods,  and  gear,  frae  Chanry  of  Ross,  and  by  seasslk 
to  her  husband,  because  he  being  in  England  had  wrote  for  her«» 
Upon  Sunday  the  lldi  of  August,  Dr.  Ross,  one  of  the  ordi« 
nary  ministers  of  Aberdeen,  departed  this  life  in  his  own  house ; 
and  likewise  Dr.  Baron,  another  of  the  ministers  of  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  who  had  fled  from  the  covenant  to  Berwick,  departed 
there  about  the  same  time.  These  were  two  learned  divine^ 
who  with  some  other  doctors  of  Aberdeen  would  not  emhsaoe 
the  covenant,  but  stood  to  the  king's  opinion,  as  may  be  seen  in 
4heir  demands,  answers,  duplys,  and  other  papers  set  out  by 
them  and  imprinted.  They  both  were  well  beloved  of  tiieir 
flocks  and  people  while  they  were  in  life,  and  after  they  n^^ere 
dead,  heavily  r^retted.  Dr.  Baron  finding  himself  heavily 
diseased,  sent  for  his  wife,  who  hastily  went,  but*  before  sm 
eame  he  was  dead ;  she  saw  him  honestly  buried,  and  with  mndi 
sorrow  she  returned  home.  It  is  said  die  king  ordained  her  to 
get  a  pension  out  of  the  bishoprick  of  Orkney  during  life. 

Ye  neard  before  of  lieutenant  Crowner  Johnston,  how  he  was 
hurt  at  the  bridge  of  Dee ;  he  now  recovers  liis  health,  ships  him- 
self, wife  and  goods  privately,  and  to  the  king  goes  he,  who 
was  graciously  received,  as  he  well  deserved,  for  his  stout 
service  at  the  said  bridge  of  Dee. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  12th  of  August,  the  general  assembly  sat 
down  in  Edinburgh.  John  eari  of  Traquair  came  there  comkiia- 
sioner  for  the  kmg  by  his  letters  patent.  Mr.  David  IMckaon, 
minister  at  Irvine,  was  chosen  moderator.  Hie  covenant  made  in 
1580  and  1581  is  explained  by  this  general  assembly,  BAd  de^ 
dared  to  be  an  abjuration  of  episcopacy,  and  found  to  be  anbMF- 
fill  in  our  kirk,  and  made  up  a  new  covenant  bearing  this  ex- 
planation, that  the  book  of  common  praver,  book  of  canons, 
book  of  consecration,  and  ordination,  high  commission,  aad 
articles  of  Perth,  should  be  abolished.  There  was  many  other 
acts  and  ordinances  set  down  in  this  general  assembly,  whilk 
here  is  referred  to  tlieir  own  books.  It  is  said  the  king^s  com- 
missioner was  not  content  with  their  procedure,  tendii^  to  ki- 
croachment  upon  the  king's  royal  power ;  in  respect  wlmeoff '  in 
the  fece  of  the  said  assembly,  he  made  a  deohiration  and  protes- 
tation drawn  upon  write,  whilk  also  was  produced  in  presence  of 
the  lords  of  privy  council,  and  rcgistrate  in  their  books. 
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Him  aaMiiiUy  io^  exobplMm  agaiiKl  Ab  dedHMtioa  and  ph)- 
tiMteitioB  and  the  cowmMgioncr  hkmMif)  as  ye  may  see  at  th»88tti 
diapier  of  kmg  CbarW  aecond  parliament,  Hoirerer,  the  at* 
aembly  bvdaina  the  aeta'to  be  read  throbgh  the  polpfits  of  £d]&* 
bingh  upon  Sonday  next.  They  indictedako)  without  thehing^a 
anmoiity  or  hia  cdmmiarioner,  anothei;  general  aaaemblv  to  be 
halden.  at  Aberdeen,  the  28th.day  of  July  neoEt  to  OMnO)  m  .anno 
IMQ;  cloee^  in peaee,  and  riacB  up  on  the  penult  day  <Kf  the aaid 
month  of  Augnst.  Ye  may  see  before^  how  itpleaaed  hia  majea 
ty  to  indict  this  genend  assembly  and  the  snhseqnenl  padisr 
BMDt  to  follow  thereupon^  relative  to  a  treaty  of  paeiwiition 
dfmwn  up  at  Berwick  before,  and  conform  to  the  which  indictien 
the  fiiresaid  geheval  assembly  sits  down  and  rises,  as  ye  hare 
heard. 

'  Now  the  parliament  sits  down  at  Edinbui^h  the  penult  day  of 
Aiqpist  foresaid,  the  earl  of  Traquair  commissioner  $  the  erown, 
seepter  and  sword  is  bom  before  him;  the  noUes,  banms,  and 
burgesses,  and  their  commissioners,  rides  in  wonted  form  up  the 
gate  to  the  tolbooth ;  the  parUaJnent  is  fenced,  and  all  sits. down 
in  cHrder*  Here  it  is  to  be  marked,  noarchbishc^  no  bishop^  nor 
chancellor,  nor  clerk  register,  is  at  this  parliament ;  tsa  all  had 
fled  the  land,  and  durst  not  compear.  Mr.  Alexander  Gibson 
supplied  the  clerk  register's  place,  as  being  his  eldest  depute. 
It.waa  here  long  diiqiuted  who  should  have  the  third  estate, 
seeing  the  bishops  were  aboliBhed,-  and  the  -parliament  would  be 
a  nullity  wanting  a  third  estate ;  whereof  the  Covenanters  were 
most  careful,  that  their  proceedings  should  be  good  and  lawful, 
net  subject  to  nullity  or  reduction ;  and  first,  as  is  alledged,  it 
was  proponed  that  fourteen  men  should  be  chosen  in  the  ^fourteen 
bishops'  place.  Then  it  is  questioned  whether  the .  king  .by  his 
prerogative  royal  should  have  the  election  of  this  fourteen  mto, 
or  whether  the  other  two  estates  should  have  the  samen.  This 
^foestion  goes  to  voting,  who  should  have  the  eleotioa ;  it  falls  by 
plurality  of  votes,  that  the  other  two  estates,  nobles,  and  bar^ 
gesse%  with  the  conmussioners  for  the  barons,  should  have  the 
eleetion  for  the  fourteen  persons  to  the  three  estates.  Thecom-*> 
nrisaioaer  makes  opposition,  and  plainly  disassents  thereto^  mak- 
ing Ins  protestations  in  the  contrary,  craving  at  the  estates  con- 
vened so  far  licence  as  to  eicquaint  his  mi^esty  with  this  par- 
ticular, before  any  further  were  done ;  whereupon  he  hastily 
writes  to  the  king,  anent  the  premises ;  And,  while  his  majesty 
sent  back  answer,  the  parliament  sits  still. 

Id  the  meantinle,  the  marquis  of  Hundy  being  dwelling  in  the 
GaBongate»  having  his  three  virgin  daughters  with  him,  lady 
Anne,  lady  Henrietta,  and  lady  Jean,  and  the  lord  Gdrdon  at 
Stmtkboggie)  came  to  the  parliament,  where,  in  publick  pre- 
senes  of  the  commissioner,  his  grace,  the  said  marquis,  and  the 
earl  of^Kinnou]»  swore  and  subscribed  the  covenant,  as  was  re- 
ported, before  any  thing  else  was  done. 
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FbBowt «  oonpluiit  aguiHt  dw  «dd  mariiois,  al  tbe  inatanee 
of  the  earl  of  Errol,  being  but  a  bairoy  thraai^  wicked  oouacil 
and  malioe  of  bis  tuton  lurid  guidon,  for  allei^ed  pluiiderilig  of 
Us  bouse  in  die  town  of  Tnnlff  at  tbe  raid  thereof,  as  jre  bsBre 
before.  Hie  marquis  answered,  he  was  hknaelf  warded  in  the 
oastie  of  Edioburgii,  and  he  gave  no  warrant  to  do  his  serviee 
any  wrong,  nor  any  other  man,  and  swa  should  be  free*  Th6 
lords  of  parliament  thought  his  answer  reasonable,  and  so  the 
pursuers  lost  the  cause. 

There  eame  then  on  another  more  malicious  complaint  against 
him,  at  the  instance  of  the  laird  of  Frendiaught,  Lesly,  Craigio# 
var,   GHenkindie,   Alexander  Forbes,   alias  ,   and  dirarse 

others  of  the  Forbes'  faction,  his  old  enemies,  for  alledged  r^ 
ceipting  within  his  ground  of  John  Dugar,  and  his  followers  of 
the  name  of  Clangregor,  notorious  thieTies,  murcEBrers,  and  rob- 
bf»a  of  the  king's  lieges,  and  of  themselyes  especially ;  this  oeaa^ 
j^aint  was  triMl  before  a  committee  first,  and  thereaf^  before 
the  pariiament.  Sir  Thomas  Hope,  the  king%  adrocale,  Mr« 
Boger  Mouat  and  Mr.  James  Baird  were  advocates  for  the  pur* 
avers.  Bit  Lewis  Stuart  and  Mr.  John  Gilmore  were  advocates 
tor  the  lord  marquis;  and  after  long  disputation  the  marqms 
sras  absolved.  This  he  patiently  suffored  among  the  rest  of  his 
heavy  crosses. 

As  thir  things  were  doing,  the  king  writes  back,  desiring  the 
parliament  to  be  adjourned  to  the  I4th  of  November,  whilk  was 
granted,  and  the  parliament  continued  to  that  day,  the  CovenaU'* 
ters  making  masxy  protestations  to  the  contrary ;  and  so  this 
parliament  dissolves  with  little  more  ado.  The  commissiojier, 
careful  of  the  keeping  of  the  ornaments  of  the  crown,  keeps 
them  in  a  secret  place  while  they  should  be  sought. 

The  king  sends  down  to  Scotland  for  his  commissionerv  but 
ibe  estates  would  not  let  him  go  for  their  own  reasons,  whereat 
tiie  king  was  mightily  incensed.  It  is  here  to  be  marked,  diai 
albeit  &e  Idng  Iwd  indicted  his  pariiament,  and  frae  the  whilk 
to  the  llth  of  July  1640,  by  eontinoation day  by  day;  upon  the 
whilk  day  the  estates  held  a  parliament  by  themselves,  withont 
any  commissioner  or  ornament  of  die  crown,  yet  there  is  none 
of  the  acts  of  parliament,  but  of  set  purpose  omitted  and  left  ovt 
by  the  Covenanters,  except  there  is  some  mention  made  of  that 
which  makes  for  them  in  the  parliament  holden  fay  the  estates, 
and  Robert  lord  Burleigh  their  president,  upon  the  llth  of  June 
foresaid,  viz.  the  fifth  act,  as  the  same  bc»rs ;  see  more  here- 
after. Thus  is  this  parliament  disdained  and  put  in  oblivion, 
albeit  it  ratified  bidiops,  articles  of  Perth,  and  power  cS  ktrk« 
men  to  be  unlawfol. 

About  thia  time  John  Mensies,  eldest  son  to  Sir  Paid  Menaies 
of  Kinmundy,  late  provost  of  .Aberdeen,  happened  unhappily  to 
perish  ridiog  through  the  North  Water.  Hm  corps  was  hastily 
taken  up  and  convoyed  with  lamentation  to  Aberdeen,  and  upon 
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tke  8ftd  'day  of  Ao^iut  "wwi  buried  with  ToUies  of  muskets  instead 
«ifa>  funeral  sermoiiy  as  was  wont  to  be  given,  and  many  tears 
shed  for  his  untimely  death,  being  a  brave  youth  of  singular  ex- 
peotatioM* 

Ye  hear  before  about  Traquair;  the  king  would  not  hear  the 
•arl  of  Durafermliag  and  lord  Loudon^  whom  the  Covenanters 
sent  .up  oommisdaners  to  his  nnjesty,  because  they  came  up  to 
hUn  without 'his  asajesty's  commissioner's  consent,  but  he  was 
nowise  detained  by  the  estetes,  as  is  noted  before. 
,  Upon  Wednesday  before  Michaelmas,  Patrick  Lesly  is  now 
cbesen  provost  of  Aberdoeni  (who  to  his  grief  was  hindered  from 
that  place  before) :  he  being  a  prime  Covenanter,  and  of  good 
eatate,  recovers  his  place  again  by  the  consent  of  the  most  of  the 
eouneil,  who  were  also  Covenanters  and  upon  his  side,  by  ex- 
press command  of  the  estates  of  this  kingdom,  as  a  man  fitting 
{or  their  service  ii»  thir  tumultuous  times,  and  in  such  a  burrow 
as  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  whom  the  estates  ever  thought  were 
not  altogether  of  their  opinion;  however,. many  of' the  town's 
pe0]^e  thought  not  good  of  this  election,  fearing  he  was  pridefol 
a^  seditious,  and  ready  to  breed  dissention  among  them,  as 
oyer  truly  it.sfterwarda  came  to  pass.  The  laird  of  Drum  at  this 
Michaelmas  coatinued  sheriff-principal  erf*  Aberdeen  for  the  next 
year,  and  Mr.  William  Daridson  continued  sheriff-depute  thereof 
dnriBglile;  and  sir  John  M^Kenrie  of  Tarbet,  sheriff-principal 
of.  Inverness  for  that  time. 

la  this  month  of  September,  an  Holland  ship,  with  store  of 
cheese,  camc'  into  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen  ;  twenty-four  pound 
weight  whereof  was  sold  for  eight  shillings  Scots,  whereof  the 
people  was  well  content. 

Upon  Friday  the  2Tth  of  September,  on  the  night,  the  east 
qnarter  of  Marischall  College  suddenly  took  fire,  (none  knowing 
the .  manner  how) ;  the  people  gathered,  but  could  not  get  it 
quenched  till  it  was  all  Imrnt  to  nou^t.  However,  it  was 
shortly  Ingged  up  again,  yet  takeu  for  a  visitation  firae  God. 

About  tlus  time,  the  laird  of  Banff,  seeing  he  could  not  Kve  in 
peace  at  home,  because  he  was  still  the  king^s  man,  and  would 
o^ter  swear  nor  subscribe  the  covenant,  takes  course  for  refuge 
to  g«rto  the  king,  and  seek  his  protection;  but  little  help  had  he 
of  him,  suppose  his  m^esty  bad  a  good  mind  so  to  have  done ; 
but  Banff  payed  severely  fw  his  outstanding,  and  was  craelly 
panidied  and  oppressed  in  his  estate,  as  ye  shall  afterwards 
kear. 

. .  Ye  heard  before  how  Dr.  Lesly,  principal  of  the  college  of 
Old  Abevdean,  I^.  Sibbald,  minister  in  Aberdeen,  and  diverse 
others,  went  to  Berwick  to  the  king ;  they  came  home  with  the 
town's  oommissioners  in  Aogust.  This  Dr.  Sibbald  was  wel- 
ccme,  entered  to  his  ministry  in  Aberdeen,  and  served  for  a 
while ;  but  Dr.  Lesly,  bring  before  deposed,  took  himself  to  a 
quiet  chamber   within  the  college,   lived  soberly  upon   his  own 
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charges,  bebeld  patiently  Dr.  'William  Guild  oecupy  his  plaoe, 
and  the  changes  in  thir  different  times.  He  was  a  singular 
learned  man,  who  would  never  be  moved  to  swear  and  subscribe 
our  covenant,  saying,  he  would  not  hurt  his  conscience  for 
worldly  means.  He  was  never  heard  to  speak  immodestly 
against  the  covenant  nor  procedure  of  thir  times,  but  suflfor* 
ed  all  things  with  great  patience,  attending  God's  will ;  none 
more  fit  for  learning  to  his  charge  in  the  college,  and  there- 
with godly  and  grave.  It  is  said  the  king  gave  him  some  money 
at  Berwick,  whereupon  he  lived  for  a  short  while,  and  it  is 
true  he  had  no  grieat  means  to  the  fore  of  his  own  at  this  time. 

In  this  month  of  September,  there  came  out  a  proelamatioii 
at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  forbidding  the  wearing  of  guns  and 
pistols  or  carabines,  under  the  pain  of  death ;  bat  through  the 
use  of  inbringing  of  the  wearing  of  thir  forbidden  arms  for  the 
good  cause,  the  proclamation  got  no  obedience,  to  the  great 
abuse  of  the  land. 

Upon  the  17th  day  of  October,  there  was  a  committee  holden 
within  the  college  of  Aberdeen,  by  diverse  barons,  ministers, 
and  commissioners,  and  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Bel- 
helvie.  There  were  appointed  to  keep  this  committee  sundry 
noblemen,  but  they  were  at  Edinburgh  attending  the  parlia- 
ment. Their  errand  was  for  placing  Dr.  Guild  in  the  principa- 
lity, in  the  deposed  Dr.  Wuliam  Lesly's  place;  bat  beeause 
the  committee  was  not  fully  conveened,  they  caused  Dr.  William 
Guild  subscribe  the  covenant  absolutely,  who  had  subscribed 
the  same  before  with  limitation,  and  he  is  chosen  rector  of  tlHS 
university  for  a  year,  by  such  as  were  present,  and  thereafter 
he  was  chosen  principal ;  and  this  committee  was  adjourned  to 
the  —  day  of  November  next.  This  Dr.  Guild  wrote  out  a 
paper,  called,  ^' A  Friendly  and  Faithful  AdtHcey''  whilk  was 
printed,  concerning  thir  troubles,  and  against  the  raising  of  an 
army  by  subjects  against  their  lawful  king.  Nevertheless  he 
now  subscribes  the  covenant  without  limitation,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  his  printed  paper,  as  it  would  appear,  and  to  his  first 
subscription,  being  always  a  temporizer. 

Upon  the  third  Tuesday  of  October,  the  provincial  asscimbly 
sits  down  in  the  session-house  of  New  Aberdeen,  and  not  with- 
in the  College  ELirk  of  Old  Aberdeen,  as  was  used  in  the 
bishops*  times.  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  being 
last  moderator,  teached,  as  the  custom  is.  After  sermon,  he 
and  the  brethren,  with  the  ruling  elders,  vis.  each  minister 
having  a  ruling  elder  chosen  out  of  the  worthiest  of  the  ses- 
sioners  of  his  presbytery ;  and  so  ilk  minister  with  his  elder  is 
called,  and  by  direction  of  the  tables,  this  assembly  is  adjourned 
to  the  19th  of  November  next,  and  so  without  more  ado  dissolved. 

Now  the  coll^;e  is  taken  up  shortly  after  Michaelmas,  by  Mr; 
Robert  Ogilvie,  sub-principal,  Mr. .  Alexander  Middleton,  and 
Mrt  Alexander  Garden,  regents  not  deposed ;  but  the  principal 
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and  Mr.  Alocuider  Scroggie  were  deposed,  as  ye  hare  before. 
The  grammar  sobool,  and  schools  which  had  lyen  idle  before, 
began  now  to  floarish,  and  literature  taught. 

The  court  of  session  sits  not  down  tlie  1st  of  November,  for 
administration  of  justice,  as  use  was,  but  was  vacated  the  haill 
winter  session,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  true  creditor,  and  joy  of 
the  debtor  unwilling  to  pay  his  debt ;  yet  sheriffs  and  commis- 
saries held  their  isourts,  and  other  inferior  judicatures,  as  they 
were  w<mt  to  do. 

Ye  heard  before  how  Mr.  James  Gordon,  keeper  of  his  ma- 
jeKtfs  signet,  convoyed  the  samen  away  to  England,  to  his  mas- 
ter, the  earl  of  Stirling,  lest  the  Covenanters  should  seal  tbeir 
malignant  proclamations  with  the  samen ;  he  now  comes  home 
about  this  time,  and  brought  back  the  samen  signet  with  him 
for  serving  of  die  king's  lieges ;  but  he  got  little  thank  from  the 
Covenanters  for  carrying  it  away. 

Ye  heard  also  how  the  king  had  written  for  his  commissioner, 
and  he  was  keeped,  because  he  refused  to  ratify  the  assembly 
acts,  and  consent  to  what  was  done  in  parliament  as  was  alledg- 
ed,  whilk  he  would  in  nowise  grant  to  do  without  his  majest;ps 
command,  as  indeed  he  had  reason  not  to  go  by  his  commission. 
In  the  meantime,  the  confederates  sent  up  to  the  king  the  lord 
Loudon,  the  sheriff  of  Tiviotdale,  and  Mr.  Robert  Barclay, 
provost  of  Edinburgh,  with  whom  went  also  voluntarily  the  earl 
cf  Dnmfermling.  The  king  hearing  of  their  coming,  command- 
ed them  not  to  approach  his  court  by  eight  miles,  because  he  had 
written  for  Ins  commissioner,  who  was  detained  by  his  subjects 
most  unjustly  against  their  oath  of  allegiance,  and  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  nations,  whereby  an  ambassador  or  commissioner 
may  be  recalled  by  his  master  from  any  other  nation,  much 
more  by  a  king  from  his  own  subjects,  at  his  pleasure.  Thir 
commissioners  seeing  the  king  so  set,  returned  back  again,  leav- 
ing the  earl  of  Dumfermling  with,  his  majesty,  whereupon  the 
confederates  suffer  the  earl  of  Traquair  to  go  up  to  the  king. 
But  the  truth  is,  Traquair  was  nowise  detaiiied  by  the  Scots 
parliament,  but  suffered  to  go  peaceably ;  yet  the  king  was  of- 
fended that  tbey  should  send  up  the  earl  of  Dumfem^ng  and 
lord  Loudon  to  him,  without  warrant  of  Traquair :  and  there- 
fore he  would  not  give  them  presence,  nor  hear  them. 

Upon  the  2d  dav  of  Novonber,  king  Charles'  turners,  striken 
by  the  earl  of  Sturling,  by  virtue  of  the  king's  gift,  were,  by 
proclamation  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  criel  down  from  two 
pennies  to  one  penny;  king  James'  turners  to  pass  for  two 
pennies,  because  they  were  no  less  worth,  and  the  kaird  turners 
simpliciter  discharged,  as  false  cuinzies ;  but  this  proclamation 
was  shortly  recalled,  because  there  was  no  other  money  paa* 
fling  to  make  change,  and  so  were  suffered  to  pass  for  a  time  for 
two  pennies. 

Upon    Sunday  the  3d  of  November,   Dr.  Sibbald  and  Dr. 

u  2 
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Gmld,  both  ministers  at  Aberdeen,  gav«  the  oommamon  to  tke 
people  sitting  at  the  table,  but  not  upon  their  knees,  as  was 
wont,  whereat  many  were  sorry* 

Upon  the  —  day  of  November,  John  Dngar,  diat  bloody 
murderer  and  oppressor,  came  to  William  Stuart's  house  at 
Speynside,  accompanied  with  twenty-four  limmars,  set  out  his 
watches,  and  took  up  house  there;  and  in  the  meantime  sent 
down  to  Garmouth  for  expenoes  and  spending^silver,  otherwise 
he  would  come  and  plunder  their  houses  and  goods.  The  people 
are  astonished  at  this  chai^,  but  gave  the  bearers  fidr  words 
till  the  country  was  advertised,  who  shortly  conveened;  and 
Dugar  being  informed  thereof  by  his  own  watches,  hastily  takea 
both  the  ferry-boats,  and  carries  over  his  m«i  to  the  staners^ 
whilk  is  in  the  midst  of  the  water  of  Spey,  and  keeped  the 
ferry-boats  fast  beside  himself,  so  that  there  was  no  other  boat 
thereabout*  to  follow  them.  The  country  people  seeing  they 
wanted  the  boats,  and  that  they  could  not  ride  the  water,  it  be- 
ing great,  began  to  pursue  them  with  shot,-  and  they  diot  again^ 
till  at  last  Alexander  Anderson  in  Garmonth,  standmg  upon  the 
water.-side,  shot  this  John  Dugar  dead*  His  men  seeing  th]% 
immediately  takes  the  flight,  without  aiiy  more  skaith,  and  awsy 
go  they,  and  the  country  people  return  home  to  their  houses. 

The  confederates  suffer  the  earl  of  Traquair  to  depait  (al*- 
though  their  commissioners  came  down  i^ain  without  ^e  king^a 
presence),  who,  upon  the  22d  of  November,  went  up  to  Ms 
majesty*  and  was  well  received,  and  made  knight  of  the  garteri 
In  the  meantime,  the  confederates  wrote  to  his  nudesty  by  a 
gentleman  called  William  Cunninghame,  who  shortly  followed 
the  earl  of  Traquair,  to  desire  the  king  to  give  presence  to  their 
commissioners  when  they  came,  and  hear  their  humble  petitions. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  marquis  of  Huntly  took  up  hooae 
in  the  Canongate.  All  this  while  he  dwelt  peaceably  there  as  « 
good  Covenanter.  In  the  meantime  tile  lord  I>rummond  is  mar* 
ried  to  lady  Anne,  his  eldest  daughter,  who  was  a  precise  pari** 
tan,  and  therefore  well  liked  in  Edinburgh.  This  marriage  was 
celebrated  with  great  solemnity.  Many  nobles  and  knights  wera 
there ;  among  the  rest,  the  lord  Grordon  came  frae  Strathboggie 
to  the  samen,  who  had  bidden  there  since  August  thia  yaav^ 
1639 ;  and  immediately  after  this  marriage,  he  rides  to  England 
to  the  king,  at  command  of  his  father* 

Shortly  after,  the  lord  Seaton  is  married  to  lady  Henrietta," 
the  marquis'  second  daughter,  who  was  not  of  her  sister's  re- 
ligion, but  a  Roman  Catholick.  Thir  marriages  were  drawn  on 
by  their  uncle  Aigyll,  who  was  also  eautioner  finr  both  thefar 
tochers,  each  of  them  getting  forty  thousand  merks;  for  his  re^ 
lief  whereof,  he  got  the  wadset  of  Loohab^  and  Badenoch,  as 
for  other  sums  beside.  The  marquis  convoyed  ilk  ane  of  his 
married  daughters  to  their  own  houses.  He  left  his  third 
daughter,  lady  Jean,  with  his   sister,  at  Wintoun;  procures  a 
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Bsfe  conduct  or  pam  from  the  tables  to  his  son  Ludowiek  (wUo 
then  was  at  Strathbc^gie)  to  come  to  him  wherever  he  was; 
Thir  turns  settled,  the  marquis  gives  up  his  house  in  the  Canon^ 
gate,  discharges  his  servants,  and  about  the  26th  of  November 
to  the  king  goes  he ;  his  two  sons,  the  lords  Gordon  kad  Abbjm, 
being  gone  before  him.  Thomas  Crombie  of  Kemnay  followed 
him  also. 

In  this  month  of  November,  a  part  of  the  castle-wall  of  Edin* 
buigh  about  the  outer  gate  fell  down,  but  it  was  hastily  repair^ 
ed  mid  bigged  up  again,  and  the  castle  well  provided  and  fur- 
nished with  all  necessaries.  The  castle  of  Dumbrittain  was  also 
manned  and  fortified  with  Englishmen.  Thirty-two  strengths 
were  (at  the  treaty  of  nacification)  rendered  to  the  king,  whilk 
bred  mickle  trouble  to  the  country  and  confederates  afterwards. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  James  Sandilands  began  to  teach  the 
canon  laws  in  the  Collie  of  Old  Aberdeen,  as  he  was  restricted 
and '  limited  "by  the  general  assembly,  viz.  to  teach  only  upon 
teinds,  testaments,  and  matrimony,  and  to  handle  no  ftirther  of 
the  canon  laws  but  these  three  heads.  Moyan  (though  he  had 
enemies  in  the  college)  bare  him  through  to  be  canonist  in  form 
foresaid,  for  the  whilk  he  got  yearly  payment  of  about  six  hun- 
dred merks  for  teaching  an  unprofitable  lesson  when  he  pleased, 
anes  in  the  week,  or  anes  in  the  month  as  he  liked  best ;  for  the 
whflk  he  WHS  never  found  fault  with,  and  he  had  few  auditors  . 
except  the  r^ents  and  BOfme  students,  who  thought  they  tint 
their  lessons  idly  to  hear  him,  and  that  the  gear  wared  upon  him 
was  in  bestowed  and  lost.  However,  he  was  carried  through  by 
moyan  to  be  canonist.  Strange }  to  see  a  man  admitted  to  teach 
the  laws,  who  was  never  out  of  the  country,  studying  and  learn- 
ing them !  but  he  got  quit  of  the  canonistry,  and  was  chosen  to 
be  civilist  afterwards. 

About  this  time,  the  lord  Balmerinoch  and  his  associates,  by 
direction  of  the  tables,  began  to  have  meetings  in  Edinburgh^ 
coptnoy  to  the  dth  article  of  the  pacification,  where  such  meet- 
ings are  discharged. 

Upon  the  first  day  of  December,  being  Sunday,  Dr.  Seroggie 
celebrated  the  commtmion  in  Old  Aberdeen.  He  in  his  sermon 
b^an  to  exhort  the  people  to  obey  the  ordinances  of  the  kirk, 
with  much  such  matter.  The  people  received  the  samen  sitting, 
and  not  kneeling,  as  was  wont  to  be.  The  minister  gave  it  to 
two  or  three  nearest  him,  then  ilk  ane  took  his  own  communion 
bread  out  of  tiie  bason,  and  in  like  manner  the  minister  gave  the 
cup  to  his  neighbour.  Strange,  to  see  such  alterations  !  one  yeat 
giving  the  communion  kneeling,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  parlian 
ment  firaadM  upon  Perth  articles ;  and  that  selfsame  minister 
to  give  the  communion  after  another  manner,  sitting,  at  the. 
command  of  the  general  assembly,  unwarranted  by  the  king. 

About  this  time  likewise,  Mr.  John  Spotswood,  archbishop  of 
St.  Andrew's^  and  high  chancellor  of  Scotland^  about  the  age  of 
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threescore  and  fifteen  years,  being  chased  out  of  his  own  room, 
and  having  fled  to  England,  departed  this  life  at  London.  Sir 
Robert  Spotswood  his  eldest  son,  and  president  of  the  college  of 
justice,  is  compelled  to  flee  his  country,  and  go  to  his  ancient 
father,  and  durst  not  return* 

Upon  the  17th  of  December,  four  men  about  the  shore  of  Aber- 
deen, bringing  a  keel  down  the  water  to  a  ship,  by  violence  of 
rt  water,  are  carried  out  at  the  water  mouth  of  Dee,  where 
^  all  pitifully  drowned,  and  the  keel  casten  in  at  the  Five-mile 
Bum — another  visit  doubtless  from  God  to  Aberdeen,  whereof 
little  good  use  was  made. 

Upon  Sunday  the  22d  of  December,  Dr.  Guild  and  Dr.  Sib- 
bald  admonished  the  people  not  to  keep  Yool-day  next  follow- 
ing, as  contrary  to  the  ordinance  of  the  church.  Some  obeyed 
for  fear;  others  made  good  chear;  and  the  Covenanters  durst 
hot  transgress. 

Upon  Uie  24th  of  December,  John  Leith  of  Harthill  sat  down 
in  provost  Lesly's  desk  in  the  kirk  of  Aberdeen.  The  provost 
coming  to  his  seat,  and  seeing  him  there,  was  offended,  and 
caused  the  officers  put  him  out  very  pridefnlly.  He  being  a 
baron,  and  chief  of  a  clan,  gave  him  some  evil  talk,  for  which 
he  was  presently  warded  in  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  where  he 
lay  long  unrelieved. 

Upon  the  —  day  of  December,  the  earl  TraqHair  returns 
home  frae  the  king.  He  is  honourably  received  at  his  entry, 
and  saluted  with  shot  of  cannon  from  the  castle ;  he  brings  out 
of  Holyrood-house  the  crown,  sword,  and  scepter  (whilk  had 
lyen  there  since  the  parliament  was  ridden)  and  puts  ibem  in  the 
castle,  to  be  kept  there.  He  renounces  his  commission,  and 
none  miscontent,  and  shortly  thereafter  rides  back  to  the  king ; 
after  whom  came  Mr.  William  Cunninghame  with  apacquet,  and 
the  15th  of  January  was  appointed  for  breaking  up  thereof;  and 
the  confederates  both  of  burrow  and  land  warned  to  that  effect. 

Upon  the  26th  of  December,  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of 
Belhelvie,  moderator  of  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  appointed 
morning  and  evening  prayers  in  ilk  man's  bouse,  called  the 
Family  Exerdaey  according  to  the  ordinance  of  the  kirk. 


ANNO  1640. 

The  confederates,  with  their  commissioners,  meet  upon  the 
15th  day  of  January,  1640,  at  Edinburgh,  where  the  king's  letter 
was  broken  up,  declaring  he  was  now  content  to  hear  their  sup- 
plication; whereupon  were  shortly  sent  the  lord  Loudon,  the 
sheriff  of  Tiviotdale,  and  Mr.  Robert  Barclay,  to  the  king  with 
their  supplication.  The  earls  of  Dumfermling  and  Kinnoul,  with 
some  others  who  were  lovers  of  peace,  went  with  them. 

About  this  time,  the  earls  of  Mar  and  Kinghom,  with  sir 
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Thomas  Hope,  advocate,  by  command  of  the  king*,  were  put  off 
of  the  council,  and  the  said  sir  Thomas  warded  in  his  own 
hoose  of  Craigiehail  daring  his  majesty's  pleasure,  because 
James  Grant's  remission  was  not  ezpede  and  past  the  seals  upon 
his  majesty's  command.  However,  he  released  him  frae  the 
horn,  purchased  his  remission  orderly,  and  went  home  to  his 
own  country  peaceably,  beyond  all  men's  expectation,  being 
such  a  bloodshedder  and  cruel  oppressor,  after  he  had  escaped 
so  many  dangers. 

Upon  the  —  day  of  January,  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  archbishop 
of  Glasgow,  being  about  74  years  of  age,  and  sore  sick,  is  forced 
to  flee  to  the  king  for  refuge. 

Upon  the  1 4th  day  of  January,  the  earl  of  Haddingtoun 
married  lady  Jean  Gordon,  third  daughter  to  the  marquis  of 
Huntly  (himself  being  in  England)  by  the  means  of  the  earl  of 
Argyll,  who  was  surety' also  for  her  tocher,  extending  to  thirty 
thousand  merks,  in  absence  of  her  father.  Thus  the  marquis' 
three  daughters  are  now  married. 

Upon  the  19th  of  January,  the  countess  of  Murray  departed 
this  life  in  Elgin,  and  was  buried  in  her  father  the  marquis's 
isle,  beside  himself,  and  not  beside  her  husband. 

About  this  time,  a  wealthy  ship  of  Aberdeen  coming  out  of 
Flanders  is  casten  away,  men  and  goods,  except  two  persons 
only;  and  likewise  a  little  before,  another  of  their  ships  was 
taken,  being  laden  with  salmon,  by  the  Dunkirkers.  Thus  the 
Lord  has  his  hand  over  Aberdeen  by  sea  and  land,  but  no  re- 
pentance for  our  sins. 

Sunday  the  9th  of  February,  an  universal  fast  was  kept  through 
all  Scotland  for  craving  God's  pardon  for  the  sins  of  the  land, 
and  for  his  blessing  that  the  king  might  give  a  gracious  answer 
to  the  supplicants  at  court. 

About  this  time  there  came  to  Forth  two  ships,  whereof  one 
of  the  king's  yachts  was  one,  having  a  hundred  men  aboard. 
-  The  soldiers  and  munition  were  lauded,  and  upon  the  lOth 
day  of  February  were  convoyed  up  to  the  castle  with  a  strong 
guard,  having  cocked  guns,  and  were  pleasantly  received  within 
the  castle,  without  any  kind  of  offence,  according  to  the  king's 
direction,  and  so  the  ships  returned  back  again.  It  was  said 
the  cause  of  their  coming  was  upon  some  contest  betwixt  the 
king  and  his  nobles,  who  alledged  that  the  king  would  neither 
get  his  men  nor  munition  received  into  the  castle  of  Edinburgh, 
and  his  majesty  held  the  contrary  opinion,  and  great  sums  of 
money  were  laid  down  in  pledge ;  but  the  marquis  of  Hamilton 
being  privy  to  the  matter,  wrote  down  hastily  to  Edinburgh,  to 
receive  thir  soldiers  in  form  foresaid,  whereby  the  king  might 
be  the  more  confident  of  their  loyalty,  whereof  his  majesty  was 
very  doubtful,  as  the  end  indeed  proved. 

Word  came  here,  that  the  king  was  under  some  suspicion  of 
his  counsellors,  that  they  were  revealing  what  they  heard  him 
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imy  to  the  Scots» !  vhilk  was  n^  far  wroogv  as  I  bdieve,  00  long 
as  he  kept  the  marquiB  of  Hamilton  bMide  him;  whereupon, 
and  for  the  better  security,  the  Soottish  aflGurs  were  adwed 
and  ruled  by  a  committee  of  eight  persons,  all  English,  except 
Hamilton.  Word  came  also  about  this  Jtame,  that  the  king  was 
beginning  to  fovtify  Berwick  and  Carlisle,  with  men,  munilaon, 
and  other  furniture. 

Upon  the  13th  of  February,  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of 
Belhelvie,  moderator  of  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  declared 
in  presence  of  the  presbytery  holden  in  New  Aberdeen,  that  he 
had  order  from  the  tables  to  advertise  the  moderator  of  ilk  pres- 
bytery within  the  province  or  diocese,  that  the  ministry  of  ilk 
presbvtery  should  conveen  at  Aberdeen  upon  the  25th  day  of 
March  next  to  come,  and  there  to  subscribe  the  covenant,  with 
an  explanation  thereof  made  by  the  general  assembly  holden  at 
Edinbui^h,  the  12th  day  of  August,  1639,  bearing  that  the  co- 
venant made  in  anno  1580  and  1581  abjured  episcopacy  out  of 
this  kirk  as  unlawful.  Likeas,  the  said  assembly  declared  the 
Articles  of  Perth  and  Book  of  Common  Prayer  to  be  unlawful 
in  this  kirk ;  whilk  explanation  was  set  down  in  a  covenant, 
made  up  by  the  said  general  assembly  at  that  samen  time ;  that 
they  had  given  order  that  it  should  be  sworn  and  subscribed 
through  all  the  presbyteries  of  Scotland,  ministers  and  auditors, 
man  by  man,  because  this  covenant,  bearing  the  explanation 
foresaid,  was  ratified  by  the  earl  of  Traquair,  his  majesty's  com- 
missioner. Likeas,  the  said  Mr.  David  Lindsay  made  lawful 
advertisement  as  he  was  ordained,  that  the  ministry  should  first 
come  into  Aberdeen,  and  swear  and  subscribe  the  covenant,  and 
then  ilk  minister  to  cause  his  parishioners  swear  and  subscribe 
the  samen,  or  otherwise  note  up  the  names  of  those  who  refined 
to  swear  and  subscribe  the  samen ;  but  he  at  this  presbytery  de- 
sired Dr.  Sibbald,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Aberdeen,  to  swear 
and  subscribe,  who,  being  present,  refused;  whereupon  great 
tl!Ouble,  sorrow,  and  calamity,  befel  him,  as  ye  may  see  after- 
wards ;  but  whether  the  brethren  came  in  to  Aberdeen  the  fore- 
sud  25th  of  March  or  not,  I  cannot  tell ;  yet,  upon  the  2d  of 
March,  Aberdeen  subscribed. 

.  There  was  also  a  band  drawn  up  to  be  subscribed  by  all 
manner  of  men  within  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  whosom- 
ever  refused  to  subscribe  the  samen,  that  their  names  should  be 
given  up.  This  band  came  to  Aberdeen  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary foresaid,  bearing  in  the  end  thereof  an  information^ 
whereof  the  tenor  follows : — 

**  We  — ^-  and  others  under-subBcribiog,  conndaring  that  forasaach  as 
in  Ihe  late  troubles  of  this  kingdom,  diverse  well-a^oted  nobkmaDj  geaUe- 
men,  burgesses,  and  others,  did  deburse  in  money,  Tictnal,  and  okherwiaes, 
and  have  taken  upon  their  credit  great  sums  of  money  (the  burden  whereof 
being  too  heavy  for  them  to  bear,  equity  and  reason  craves  that  they  were  re« 
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]i0f«duid  nimlmmd  OiMof)*  a&d  mfmUHf  wtOng  the  boHAteiiii^or 
removing  of  evils  u  refocmetioii  eitaUiahed  bjr  the  last  Afieaibly^  indieted 
byourdiMd  •oveieiga  his  rogral  eathoriiy^  ia  coummiiieilad  to  ill  end  every 
good  end  loyal  aaljeet  within  this  kingdom,  every  one  ahoold  and  on|^t  to 
oontribate  equally  and  proportionally,  aooordiiig  to  hia  niaana  and  Ibrtnne,  in 
relief  of  the  said  eommon  chaigea;  and  beeamae  the  determination  of  the  par- 
liament anent  the  said  common  relief  is  delayed,  and  the  time  thereof  yet  un- 
.certain,  whereby  those  that  have  debnrsed,  ondertaken,  and  lent  their  moniea 
and  victual  and  others,  lie  out  of  payment,  aa  well  aa  annual  rent,  to  the 
weakening  and  hasard  of  their  credit,  and  to  the  endangering  of  their  for* 
tunes  and  estatea,  unlen  timeoua  and  apeedy  remead  be  taken  by.nmtual 
ooneourseof  thehatU  kingdom  for  defiraying of  theaamen;  and  theiefiMe  we 
bind  and  oblige  us  and  every  one  of  us,  our  heirs,  executors,  ai^i  auccesaora, 
ilk  ane  of  us  for  our  own  parts,  and  conform  to  the  proportion  of  our  eatates, 
means,  and  fbrtunes,  either  in  lands,  money,  goods,  or  others,  whereby  pioh 
fit  and  commodity  yearly  arises,  to  content  and  pay  to  — — —  persons  ap- 
pmnted  for  ingathering  of  the  aamen,  the  juat,  equal,  and  proportionable 
part  of  the  saids  haill  common  chaiges,  debursed,  advanced,  and  furnished  far 
the  common  business  foresaid,  and  the  publick  use  of  the  country,  since  the 
beginning  of  these  late  troubles,  an  the  aamen  chaigea  shall  be  found  to  extend 
and  amount  unto,  after  trial  and  just  calculation  of  the  accompta  thereof,  by 
those  entrusted  with  the  samen,  and  that  according  to  the  proportion  of  our 
lands,  goods,  money,  or  others  our  estates  aforesaid,  aa  the  samen  ahall  be  va- 
lued and  estimate  by  four  or  more  landed  men,  or  others  of  good  credit  and 
reputation,  sworn  for  that  effect,  to  be  appoint^  within  ilk  presbytery  of  the 
kingdom,  to  whose  determination  and  estimation,  to  be  given  up  under  their 
hands  and  subscriptions,  we  do  hereby  submit  oursdves,  and  the  estimation 
of  our  said  estates  and  means ;  and  that  at  the  term  of  Whitsunday,  1640 
years,  or  at  such  other  terms,  or  in  such  other  form,  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  general  order  to  be  taken  by  those  who  are  intrusted  therewith.    And 
because  the  foresaid  sums,  deburaed  as  said  is,  does  pay  annual  rent  yearly 
and  termly,  therefore,  in  caae  of  not  thankful  payment  by  us,  or  any  of  ua, 
ilk  ane  for  our  own  parts  of  our  proportional  parte  of  the  said  snm  ao  to 
be  imposed  upon  us  at  the  said  terms  respective,  we  oblige  us  and  our  fov^ 
aaida  to  pay  annual  rent  for  the  same  at  the  ordinary  rate,  after  the  aaid  tenna 
of  payment,  with  ten  marks  of  ilk  hundred  merks  in  caae  of  foilzie  ;  without , 
pr^udice  always  to  execution  hereupon :  and  because  the  proportk>nal  parte 
are  to  be  paid  by  us,  aa  well  heritors,  liferenters,  and  others,  according  to 
the  proportion  of  our  yearly  worth,  and  not  burdened  with  debta  and  other 
terdens ;  therefore  it  is  hereby  dedared,  that  the  debitor  ahall  have  retention 
ftse  his  creditor  in  the  first  end  of  hia  rent  or  annual  rent  of  hia  due  propor« 
tional  part  of  the  said  sum,  effeiring  to  the  rate  and  quantity  of  the  said  an* 
nual  rent  or  burden,  payable  by  the  said  debitor  to  him  or  them.    It  ia  here* 
by  also  declared,  that  what  sums  of  money,  viotusl,  or  goods,  or  others,  de- 
bursed, lent,  or  employed,  fbr  the-pablidL  use,  or  taken  by  warrant  of  the 
commissaries  or  officers  of  the  army,  and  for  the  army's  use,  upon  promise  of 
payment,  by  word  or  write,  the  mmen  shall  be  allowed  to  the  perMms  de- 
bwsers,  or  fVom  whom  the  same  were  taken,  after  trial  made  by  Aose  en- 
truated  upon  the  said  acoompt,  that  the  samen  is  just  and  reasonaUe ;  provid- 
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iiigtlinygtbaMiddfllniMnentB  begiveBto  the  Mid  penoDs entrpaled  with 
iihe  ttid  MoampfM,  betwixt  and  the  —  dejF  of  ——  next  to  come,  together  with 
the  uifltiuctieM  theMof,  otherwiee  no  eUowance  nor  retention  to  be  granted. 
<A8  alee  it  ia  deekeed,  that  what  penon  or  persona  aoever  shall  not  iiay  their 
-annnal  eenta  yearly  within  the  year,  at  least  within  three  months  thereafter, 
ehall  have  no  retention  of  the  said  proportional  part;  and  for  the  more  se- 
•enrity/'  &e. 

Note.   Here  was  set  down  the  common  clause  of  registra<- 
tion  used  in  bonds  and  obligations  made  in  the  country. 

This  band  was  marvellous  in  the  sight  of  the  people,  so 
doubtfully  and  ambiguously  drawn  up,  as  none  knew  to  whom 
he  was  bdtind,  and  left  blank.  Ilk  man's  estate  to  be  valaed, 
and  conform  thereto  to  make  payment,  without  warrant  or  ao* 
thority  of  the  king,  but  extended  by  subjects  upon  grounds  of 
troubles  begun  by  themselves,  and  for  their  own  relief,  to  im- 
plore sums  upon  subjects.  This  was  thought  very  hard,  and 
frighted  the  people,  so  that  they  knew  not  what  to  do ;  for  if 
they  refused  to  subscribe,  they  would  be  troubled  for  the  samen, 
as  ye  may  see  in  the  end  of  the  information  following ;  and  if 
they  did  subscribe,  it  would  compel  them  to  ^ve  out  their 
gear  whether  they  would  or  not  for  unprofitable  ends,  as  they 
thought.  Others  that  were  true  Covenanters  went  on  and  sub- 
scribed upon  all  hazards. 

Upon  the  doubtful  and  ambiguous  band  followed  another 
piece,  drawn  up  likewise  upon  paper,  in  write  by  itself,  called 
an  Information^  whereof  this  is  the  copy : — 

*^  Forasmuch  as  many  and  diverse  noblemen,  hnrgesses,  and  others,  ont  of 
their  good  aflfiwtion  for  the  religion  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom,  have  de- 
boraed  money,  gi?  en  oat  vietnal,  or  engaged  themselves  for  sums  of  money 
and  lyther  provision  necessary  and  urgent  fnr  the  publick  use  of  the  kingdom, 
^  relief  whereof  waa  eipeeted  by  act  of  parliament  to  have  been  made ;  and 
now,  seeing  the  determination  of  the  said  parliament  ia  delayed,  and  the  time 
tiwMof  uncertain,  wheveby  those  who  have  engaged  themaelves,  or  debursed 
tile  said  moaiea  or  other  provisions,  lie  out  of  payment  of  principal  as  well  as 
•niinal  rent,  to  the  hazard  of  theh*  estates  and  credits,  whilk  is  contrary  to  all 
eqnity  and  reason,  seeing  the  benefits  arising  as  well  of  removing  evils  as  re« 
teming  leiigion,  are  equally  ooromunteated  to  all  and  every  good  salject  of 
wfaataoaever  estate  and  degree,  we  ought  therefore  in  equity  to  bear  a  propor- 
tional part  of  the  said  common  charges,  according  to  onr  estates  and  fortunes. 
For  eflOscting  whereof  it  ia  necessary  that  the  rule  of  proportion  be  kept,  and 
every  man,  as  well  in  bariow  as  land,  pay  an  equal  part,  aeooiding  to  his 
estate  and  rent  of  lands,  money,  trade,  and  others,  wheieby  yearly  profit  and 
eommoditf  arises ;  and  to  the  effect  ihe  samen  may  be  performed  in  the  moat 
eqnilaUe  and  foitest  way,  it  is  neeessary, 

"  ilret.  That  the  general  band  be  subecribcd  by  all  the  noblemen,  gen- 
tlemen,  and  heritors  widiin  every  sheriffilsni,  who  shall  be  eonveened  for 
that  effect  by  the  persons  after  spedfled,  and  whilk  persona  shall  make  a  par-i 
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dtnht  neoompt,  betwixt  ifte  ^  facmf  and  llie«-"da3ro£<-«-*Beal  tocooMb 
with  a  pirtieuiar  note  of  all  tlioM  who  hare  wthacribed  the  iiiiMli,  and  thoM 
who  zefbie  and  deny  to  MAaaibe  the  eamen  hi  honaw  or  land. 

«<  Seeondly,  That  the  noUomi,  geaileaien,  and  othen,  henton^  within  the 
ptmA^tary,  at  leut  aomany  of  them  aa  after  iotiniation  to  be  made  lothem  may 
eonVeen,  do  make  cbeice  of  fanr  or  mere  landed  awoi»men  or  oifccm  of  good 
ftmeand  aodit,  who  ahall  take  euet  trial  in  joat  maaoMr  aa  Ihey  ahaH  thlsh 
fit»  of  the  yearly  wordi  of  efery  man'a  oatate,  in  mfMiey,  victnal,  or  oth« 
tent^.  whereby  yearly  eommodity  ariaea  witbont  burrow,  and  to  distlnguiah  the 
inrtiealar  rente  of  etery  aerecal  pariah,  and  to  make  the  eatimation  of  the 
▼ictnal,  aa  they  ahall  think  reaaooaUe. 

"  Thirdly,  They  must  keep  the  partieukra  of  every  partaeular  man's  rent 
by  themadf  ee,  that  the  samen  be  not  divulged  to  their  own  ndghboura  among 
themselvee. 

"  Fourthly,  the  said  persons  shall  take  op  and  eateem  the  asid  rente  all  as 
free  rents,  without  deduction  of  any  burdens,  except  ministers'  stipends 
and  &u  duties,  or  others  due  to  his  migesty,  aa  where  there  are  danaea 
irritant* 

'*  Fifthly,  The  rents  of  buyers  and  sellers  of  victual,  and  others,  traffickers 
without  burrow,  must  be  estimate  according  to  the  stock. 

*'  Sixthly,  Liferenten  must  pay  as  heritors,  and  their  rent  given  up  in  like 
kind  with  Uiem ;  consideration  must  be  had  where  grassums  are  paid  at  entry, 
and  smalT  duties  thereafter,  that  their  rent  may  be  estimate  conform. 

"  So  soon  as  the  said  persons  have  taken  an  exact  trial  of  ilk  man's  par- 
ticular rents  within  ilk  parish  of  the  presbyteries,  they  must  set  down  a  roll 
•of  the  parishes  within  their  presbyteries,  together  with  the  total  sum  in  cu^ 
vwlo  of  the  rent  of  the  parish,  as  well  in  victual  aa  money ;  whilk  roll  muat 
be  subscribed  by  them,  testifying  the  same  to  be  true,  upon  their  honour  and 
credit,  according  to  their  knowledge.  There  is  one  appointed  in  every  pres- 
bytery within  the  kingdom  for  agenting  this  business,  and  to  see  it  put  to  a 
speedy  and  final  conclusion,  who  must  be  answerable  to  give  an  account  there- 
of, and  report  the  samen  to  those  at  Edinburgh  who  shall  be  intrusted  in  the 
common  business,  and  that  betwixt  the  ~^  day  of  ■  next  to  come;  and  fi>r 
keeping  the  proportion  due  by  the  burrowa,  it  is  condescended,  that  betwixt 

and  the  —  day  of next  to  come,  the  magistrates  within  the  burrow  shall 

make  choice  of  their  own  ordinary  number  and  quality  of  the  persons  used 
in  such  cases,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  make  a  Just  and  true  estimate  of  every 
man's  rent  within  the  burrow,  burgage  land,  and  trade  (their  dwelling-houae 
excepted),  and  give  up  the  samen  in  particular  to  the  foresaid  magistrates, 
who  shall  be  obliged  to  report  the  same  tn  cumulo  to  those  that  shall  reside 
at  Edinburgh,  under  the  said  magistrates'  hands,  at  theh  honour  and  credit ; 
and  for  eschewing  the  discovery  of  every  man's  estate  within  or  without  burrow, 
whereby  their  credit  may  be  engaged,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  every  man 
must  pay  for  his  rent  (except  the  minister's  stipends  and  fen  duties  foresaid) 
as  free  rent,  without  any  burden  of  debt,  valued  boBa,  or  other  dutiea  what- 
somever ;  for  recompence  whereof  every  debitor  shall  have  retention  ftom  hia 
creditor  of  a  proportional  part,  according  aa  the  composition  shall  be  kid  on, 
and  the  annual  rent  shall  be  free  of  any  other  payment  fn  that  service  out 
of  which  the  proportional  part  shall  be  deduced,  and  shall  not  be  stented  for 
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the  aamen,  whether  he  dwell  widiin  or  withent  hnnrow;  providiiig  alwsyi^ 
that  in  case  the  aaid  annul  rent  be  not  payed  yearly,  at  the  leaat  within  three 
months  thereafter,  there  shall  he  no  retention  of  the  aaid  pioporttoiial  part; 
the  like  retention  is  to  be  had  ftr  the  r^oed  boUa  er  other  burdens,  and  debts 
pisyed  oat  of  their  lands  or  rents ;  and  lest  the  said  eommon  relief  shoold  he 
hindered  or  ddayed  in  any  aort,  it  is  eondesceoded,  that  if  the  report  shall 
not  come  free  the  parishes,  presbyteries,  or  burrows,  at  the  day  prefixed,  in 
that  case  it  is  determined,  that  those  who  shall  have  trust  in  the  ^Mffnnwn 
aflbirs  shall  have  power  to  impoee  upon  the  said  parishes,  presbyteries,  and 
burrows,  such  proportional  parts  as  they  shall  think  expedient.  So  we  entreat 
you  to  see  these  things  don^  as  we  sludl  he  your  assured  friends. 

(aUs  nA§enbUMrJ  "  ARGYLL.  «'  ROTHES. 

**  MONTROSE.  **  CASSILI8. 

"  EGLINGTON. 
u  Edinburgh,  ISOi  January,  1640^" 

The  foresaid  ambiguoas  and  blanked  band  frighted  many 
from  the  subscribing  thefeof,  as  done  without  warrant  of  his 
majesty  or  authority  of  pariiament,  set  out  by  subjects  upon 
subjects,  whilk  ought  not  to  have  obedience,  nor  men  to  give 
out  their  gear  upon  such  lawless  statutes.  Others  again  of  the 
covenant  yielded  more  willingly,  and  were  content  to  subscribe 
to  the  good  cause,  suppose  agamst  their  wills  (if  they  durst  have 
avowed  it).  Thus  this  band  and  information  came  to  Aberdeen 
about  the  3d  day  of  February,  as  is  said  before ;  they  went  to 
council,  and  concluded,  that  what  the  kingdom  and  the  rest  of 
the  burrows  should  do,  the  town  of  Aberdeen  would  do  the 
like.  No  trouble  followed  upon  the  subscribing  this  band,  as 
was  looked  for;  yet  Aberdeen  payed  well,  as  ye  may  see. 

Upon  the  Hth  of  February,  Ludowick  Gordon  came  to 
George  Middleton's  house  in  Old  Aberdeen,  with  trunks  and 
money,  to  be  carried  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  his  father,  now 
at  court  in  England.  He  shipped  at  Aberdeen,  having  the 
lairds  of  Clun^  and  Foveran,  and  some  others  in  his  company, 
upon  Good  Fnday,  the  3d  of  April. 

Sunday  the  16th  of  February,  Dr.  Guild  read  out  the  cove- 
nant in  New  Aberdeen,  after  sermon,  widi  the  assembly  of 
Edinburgh's  explanation,  and  the  earl  of  Traquair  his  majesty's 
commissioner's  ratification  of  the  samen,  and  approbation  of  the 
council,  and  exhorted  the  people  to  swear  and  subscribe  the 
samen.  Dr.  Scrogpe,  upon  the  same  Sunday,  in  Old  Aber«- 
deen,  exhorted  ilk  master  of  a  family  to  use  the  imprinted  ia^ 
mily  exercise,  morning  and  evening,  whilk  some  were  not  able 
to  do,  others  not  capaolc  to  read. 

Upon  Monday  the  2d  of  March,  the  earl  Marischall  and  lord 
fraaer  (»me  into  Aberdeen,  with  about  sixteen  horse;  Uiey 
lodged  in  skipper  Anderson's  house,  and  got  wine  and  confects 
frae  the  town.  Their  errand  was  to  see  the  covenant  and  band 
subscribed  by  the  township.    The  drum  goes  charging  all  to 
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cotiTeexi  within  the  tolbootfa,  where  Mr.  David  Lindgay,  parson 
€»f  Belhelvie,  Dr.  Goild,  and  Robert  Keith,  aheriff-depute  of 
Ae  Bfeame,  were  directed  to  attend  their  snbecriptionB ;  bnt  the 
nobles  stayed  in  their  lodgings.  Now  the  provost,  baillies,  and 
haill  eonncil  (except  Mr.  Thomas  Gray,  one  of  the  baillies,  and 
and  Thomas  Buick,  Adam  Gordon,  and  George  Morrison,  three 
of  the  council)  being  all  prime  Coyenanters,  and  for  that  cause 
pot  in  oiBce,  came  into  the  tolbooth,  and  subscribed  the  samen 
covenant,  and  swore  also  and  subscribed  the  band  formerly  ex- 
pressed ;  but  the  foresaid  four  would  in  no  wise  yield  thereto. 
George  Piper,  Magnus  Robertson,  and  William  Ord,  three  of 
the  dheacons  of  the  crafts,  sware  and  subscribed,  to  break  the  ice 
for  the  rest ;  many  others,  both  burgesses  and  craftsmen,  sware 
and  subscribed;  others  constantly  refused,  whose  names  were 
noted  down.  At  last,  the  earl  Marischall  and  lord  Fraser  com- 
manded the  provost  and  baillies  to  see  the  haill  town  swear  and 
subscribe  the  samen,  (whereas  some  were  absent,  others  took 
to  be  advised,  and  others  had  subscribed  and  sworn)  otherwise 
to  take  up  the  names  of  the  refusers,  and  so  they  rode  home 
again  upon  the  4th  of  March.  But  before  their  way-going,  the 
earl  Mwrischall  caused  Walter  Robertson,  town  clerk,  produce 
a  band  of  allegiance,  subscribed  at  command  of  the  lord  Aboyn 
by  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen,  as  ye  have  before,  wherein  they 
obliged  themselves  to  stand  and  abide  by  the  king  in  all  for* 
tunes,  against  whatsomever  other  factious  and  seditious  persons ; 
not  to  disobey  his  commands,  but  to  submit  in  all  obedience, 
nor  enter  into  any  covenant.  This  band  was  by  common  con- 
sent consigned  to  the  keeping  of  the  said  Walter  Robertson. 
The  earl  Marischall  gets  word  of  this  from  some  of  the  Covenan- 
ters who  had  subscribed  the  samen,  and  whilk  they  would  for 
their  own  honesty  have  seen  destroyed.  The  earl  sends  for 
the  same  clerk,  and  craves  this  band,  whilk  he  refused  to  him, 
but  delivered  the  same  to  Patrick  Leslie,  who  promised  to  war- 
rant him ;  and  the  said  Patrick  delivered  it  to  the  earl,  who 
immediately  tore  and  destroyed  the  samen,  that  it  should  never 
be  known  what  Covenanters  were  the  subscribers ;  and  syne  he^ 
with  lord  Fraser,  departed  Aberdeen  in  manner  foresaid. 

The  king  had  indicted  a  parliament,  to  be  holden  in  England, 
and  to  sit  down  at  Westminster  on  the  13th  of  April,  1640. 
The  king  was  in  a  manner  (craftily)  compelled  to  indict  this 
pariiament  (which  bred  him  great  sorrow,  as  after  ye  shall  hear) 
upon  two  contrary  ends, — ^the  king  seeking  reparation  of  the 
Scots ;  they  (his  English  subjects)  seeking  a  parliament  for  re- 
formation of  kirk  and  police,  according  to  the  manner  and  form 
concluded  betwixt  the  house  of  commons  and  some  nobles  of 
England,  and  some  of  our  nobles  and  clergy  of  Scotland,  in  a 
clandestine  covenant  made  betwixt  them,  whereby  the  church 
and  state  government  should  in  both  nations  be  alike  and  in  one. 
The  king,  ignorant  of  this  business,  and  taking  none  to  be  the 
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Veginneni  and  carriers  on  of  this  reformation  but  tiie  8eot% 
eravee  the  En^ish  to  assist  htia  agfdnst  them ;  but  they  answer- 
ed, without  a  parliament  they  could  not  condescend  to  the  raifr- 
ing  of  war ;  and  though  his  majesty  was  loath  to  grant  a  parlia- 
ment, for  diverse  gocHd  reasons,  yet  he  is  compelled  thereto,  to 
get  his  will  over  the  Scots,  by  granting  the  samen.  So  he  indfola 
a  parliament ;  they  sit  down  the  foresaid  13th  of  April,  at  West- 
minster. The  first  article  that  came  in  was  (his  majesty  looking 
that  they  should  have  begun  at  the  raising  of  an  army  against 
the  Scots)  about  the  incoming  of  the  Spanish  army  defeated  in 
the  Downs;  the  estates  were  under  deadly  suspicion  of  his  ma<« 
jesty ;  but  he  knew  nothing  of  their  coming  nor  of  their  inten- 
tion ;  the  estates  alledged  that  they  were  sent  (with  the  king's 
knowledge)  by  the  pope  and  king  of  Spain  to  assist  the  papists 
of  England.  But  his  majesty  having  purged  himself,  craved 
a  subsidy  of  men  and  money  to  war  upon  the  Scots.  The 
upper  house,  for  the  most  part,  and  bishops,  were  content,  but 
the  lower  house  sent  up  to  the  upper  house  (before  they  would 
condescend)  a  commissioner,  with  three  articles.  1st,  Settle- 
ment of  religion.  2d,  Privilege  of  parliament  Sd,  Right  of 
subjects.  Which  articles  his  majesty  would  in  no  wise  hear,  since 
he  said  it  was  not  for  this  cause  that  he  indicted  a  parliament^ 
but  only  to  have  gotten  power  to  subdue  the  Scots ;  whilk 
being  done,  that  then  they  should  have  their  desires ;  but  they 
would  neither  lead  nor  drive  ;  whereupon  the  king  in  great 
anger  raises  his  parliament,  without  any  more  ado.  It  was 
vehemently  suspected  that  the  duke  of  Buckingham's  factioni 
viz.  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  diverse  papists,  bad  been 
privy  to  the  inbringing  of  this  armada.  However,  this  parlia- 
ment is  broken  up  by  persuasion  of  the  lieutenant  of  Ireland* 

Dr.  Gordon,  medicinar,  and  one  of  the  founded  members  of 
the  College  of  Old  Aberdeen,  and  common  procurator  thereof, 
departed  this  life  upon  the  10th  of  March,  in  his  own  house  in 
Old  Aberdeen ;  a  godly,  grave,  and  learned  man;  singular  in  pub- 
lick  works  about  the  College,  and  putting  up  on  the  steeple  thereof 
the  stately  and  glorious  crown,  which  you  see  thereon,  which 
was  thrown  down  by  the  wind.  Mr.  Robert  Ogilvie,  sub-prin- 
cipal, was  chosen  common  procurator  of  the  said  Collie  in  his 
room. 

Upon  the  —  day  of  March,  the  earl  Marischall  compelled  the 
town  of  Aberdeen  to  pay  six  hundred  merks  for  maintenance  of 
some  captains  and  other  officers  who  had  lyen  and  wintered  in 
New  Aberdeen.     Thus  is  this  town  grievously  oppressed. 

In  this  month  of  March,  there  came  an  imprinted  paper  to 
Aberdeen,  intituled,  *^  An  Information  from  the  estates  of  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland  to  the  kingdom  of  England." 

In  this  paper  was  set  down  diverse  and  sundry  heads ;  as,  Ist,. 
The  form  of  the  Covenanters'  procedure,  justifying  their  cove- 
nant to  be  lawful,  according  to  the  laws  of  Scotland;  billing 
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thflfefiMre  tlieir  neighlMNir  kingcbm  not  to  aqvan  tlMir  doiafi  by 

the  £daglish  lanrs,  nor  to  take  meddling  betwixt  tbeir  Pdag  and 
tbem  in  state  mattere,  more  than  they  m  betwixt  their  king  and 
them  about  the  same  in  England.  2dly9  They  find  fault  with 
the  earl  of  Traquair  anent  his  behaviour  at  our  parliament,  being 
the  king's  eomroissioner»  imd  of  some  speeehes  spoken  Iqr  him 
in  presence  of  his  majesty  and  council  of  Engktnd.  3dly,  They 
find  fault  for  putting  of  some  lords  from  the  council,  without 
hearing  or  triat  as  ye  have  before.  4thly,  They  find  fault  with 
the  copper  cuinzie  passing  for  two  pennies,  beinff  little  or  nothing 
worth.  5thly,  Tbey  find  fault  with  a  treatise  alledged  set  out  by 
Mr.  Walter  Balcanqua],  garnished,  as  they  alledged,  with  two 
thousand  lies  and  calumniesi  and  that  they  could  not  get  him 
liable  to  the  censure  of  the  Scots  laws  for  this  his  slanderous 
uniting.  There  is  diverse  other  rogrete  concerning  both  church 
and  police  set  down  in  this  paper ;  and  withal,  they  use  a  friendly 
admonition  towards  Englishmen,  wishing  them  in  nowise  to 
move  war  against  the  Scots  lest  the  papists  should  take  ad- 
vantage of  thir  divisions,  and  subdue  this  island  to  popery. 
These  are  some  of  the  particular  heads  of  their  paper,  whilk  was 
printed ;  and  a  Scotsman  called  James  Colvill  was  sent  out  of 
purpose  with  two  thousand  copies  of  it  to  England,  there  to  dis- 
perse and  spread  the  samen  through  the  country,  to  make  their 
canse  good,  and  grievances  intolerable.  The  king  hearing  of 
this,  U&es  it  highly,  and  causes  apprehend  the  spreader  thereof, 
James  Colvill,  and  ward  him  for  cKspersing  of  such  seditious 
pamphlete ;  but  he  was  shortly  set  at  liberty. 

This  Walter  Balcanqual  was  a  laureat  doctor,  and  a  learned 
man,  who  had  served  the  king  as  one  of  his  chaplains ;  he  at- 
tended the  general  assembly  holden  at  Glasgow,  and  marked 
their  jurocedure  particularly;  whereupon  he  took  occasion  to 
write  a  treatise,  declaring  the  plotters  and  projectors  of  this 
covenant,  the  order  and  procedure  of  the  assembly  aforesaid, 
thmr  acts,  ordinances,  citations,  deprivations,  excommunica- 
tionsy  and  the  risst,  to  be  altogether  unlawful ;  against  the  laws 
and  authority  of  the  king's  majesty ;  and  offered  to  prove  and 
verify  ilk  particular  of  their  procedure  to  be  no  wise  wamintable 
by  law  or  authority,  or  could  subsist  as  lawful,  as  is  at  great 
length  set  down  in  his  printed  paper.  But  how  soon  this  piece 
came  to  light,  it  enraged  the  confederates  so  as  they  could  get 
no  rest  tiU  they  had  him  censured  therefor,  and  wrote  to  his 
majesty  as  it  is  noted  in  the  Information ;  but  he  fled  to  the  king 
£}r  samguard,  who,  (instead  of  sending  him  to  Scotland,  as  the 
eonfederates  desiredy,  preferred  him  to  an  English  benefice  of 
one  thousand  pounds  sterling  a-year  to  live  upon,  because  he 
durst  not  bide  m  Scotland,  and  that  was  to  be  dean  of  Durham. 
It  was  said  he  dedicated  this  treatise  to  the  king  himself. 

In  this  month  of  March,  Edinburgh  b^ns  to  have  a  stnmg 
wateh  of  about  four  hundred  men  nightly ;  they  raise  fortifiea^ 
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tions  to  defend  the  town  against  tlie  Tiolenee  of  the  castle ;  they 
raise  midding  mounts  upon  the  causeway,  and  fill  up  sundry 
houses  with  sand  and  water  to  resist  fire  works ;  they  set  their 
engine  to  do  what  could  be  done  to  resist  and  witiistand  the  fir- 
ing of  the  castle  cannon,  if  it  occurred ;  they  set  two  hundred 
men  on  watch  in  Leith.  General  Ruthven,  seeing  and  hearing 
of  these  doings,  sends  down  to  the  town  of  Edinburgh  five 
articles*  1st,  To  cast  down  such  fortifications  as  were  re-bigged. 
Sd,  To  desist  and  leave  off  from  any  further  building.  8d,  Not 
to  muster  thm  men  daily  in  sight  of  the  castle,  as  was  done. 
4th,  To  discharge  their  dsuly  drilling  within  the  town.  5th,  To 
send  in  men  and  materials  for  repairing  of  some  fiidlen  down 
walls  within  the  castle,  otherwise  to  be  upon  their  guard.  The 
town  discharged  mustering  before  the  castle,  and  were  content 
that  captain  Scrimgeour  should  come  down  and  make  interrup- 
tion to  the  bigging  of  their  mounts,  by  casting  down  three  or 
four  shovelfuls  frae  the  work,  which  was  done ;  and  then  sent 
in  men  and  materials  for  helping  of  the  walls  within  the  castle^ 
and  a  peace  in  the  meantime,  till  both  the  town  and  castle  ad- 
vertised the  king,  and  each  sent  unto  him  several  messengers  to 
that  eflect,  and  for  a  certain  space  a  truce  was  kept  between  the 
town  and  the  castle.  But  before  any  answer  came  frae  the  king, 
the  truce  expired,  whereupon  the  town  of  Edinburgh  began 
again  to  their  fortifications,  raised  midding  mounts  at  Heriot's 
Work,  and  upon  the  causeway,  and  sundry  other  parts  within 
and  Bhont  the  town  for  their  defence,  stiled  cannons  on  ilk  ane  of 
their  mounts  for  pursuit  of  the  castle ;  whereupon  the  Cast^ 
lians  began  to  shoot  at  the  town  with  great  shot,  but  did  no 
skaith ;  the  town's  people  not  shooting  again,  but  suffering  par 
tiently,  and  complaining  by  their  letters  to  the  king  of  this  pur- 
suit. General  Ruthven  thought  he  had  good  reason  to  do  what 
he  did,  not  only  for  their  raising  thir  fortifications,  but  also  for 
refusing  him  fresh  meat,  whereupon  some  of  his  soldiers  stole 
away  over  the  walls,  others  of  the  English  soldiers  fell  sick  of 
the  flux.  Now  Edinburgh  undermines  the  spur,  thereby  to  take 
in  the  castle,  but  they  wan  nothing  thereat.  Letters  were  daily 
interrupted,  whereby  they  of  the  castle  had  no  word  frae  the 
king,  because  Edinburgh  laid  wait  for  such  letters. 

Word  came  to  Aberdeen,  about  the  last  of  March,  that  the  earl 
of  Southesk ;  Mr.  James  Fairlie,  bishop  of  Argyll ;  Sir  Lewis 
Stuart,  advocate;  MV.  James  Gordon,  keeper  of  the  signet;  Mr. 
James  Farquharson,  writer  to  the  signet;  Mr.  Robert  Petrie, 
•gent,  with  diverse  others,  about  twenty-four  persons,  were  all 
taken  and  apprehended  in  Edinburgh,  as  enemies  to  the  confe- 
derates. They  were  all  warded  in  townsmen's  houses  of  Edin«- 
burgh,  yet  nightly  watched  that  none  should  go  out  nor  come  in 
without  their  knowledge,  because  they  were  all  Anti^ovenanters. 
Manv  marvelled  at  thir  proceedings,  how  the  king's  subjects 
should  be  taken  and  abused  by  subjects,  without  authority  of  the 
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king,  law  or  reason ;  whether  they  would  or  not,  Aey  behoved 
to  swear  and  suhscribe  the  covenant,  before  they  wan  to  liberty, 
together  with  the  band  of  relief. 

Thereafter,  the  new  stiled  estates  send  the  earl  of  Southesk  to 
England  with  a  new  imprinted  information,  to  inform  them  of 
England  of  their  business.  Sir  Thomas  Thomson  was  also  taken  ; 
he  comes  in,  swears  and  subscribes  the  covenant  and  band  of 
relief ;  he  is  put  .upon  the  council  thereafter,  and  entraj^ped  for 
sending  some  of  the  king's  letters  privately  to  general  Ruthven 
in  the  casde,  whereat  &e  estates  were  highly  offended,  lie  sit- 
ting at  the  council  table ;  for  the  whilk  he  is  laid  fast  in  Hie 
irons  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  and  thereafter  put  to  liberty, 
and  had  to  the  Bowlroad  with  the  rest. 

Upon  the  2d  day  of  April,  Dr.  Oufld,  rector  of  the  Oldtown 
College,  with  some  masters  and  members  thereof,  had  a  meet- 
ing, where  some  of  the  regents  had  their  stipends  augmented. 
A^.  James  Sandilands  demitted  his  place  as  canonist  with  great 
subtilty,  because  our  kirk  would  not  suffer  him  to  bruik  it,  nor 
let  the  canon  laws  be  teached ;  but  he  finds  out  moyan  to  be 
oivilist,  to  make  up  commodity  for  light  service ;  whereat  the 
College  members  still  grudged,  he  being  also  commissary  clerk 
of  Aberdeen. 

Friday,  or  Good  Friday,  the  Sdof  April,  no  preaching  or  com- 
muning in  either  of  the  Aberdeens,  as  was  used  and  wont,  no^ 
yet  given  on  Pasch-day. 

Great  frosts  and  snows  in  this  oat  seed-time,  no  ploughs  going, 
and  little  seed  sowing,  so  vehement  was  the  storm;  no  peats 
could  be  had  to  bum,  for  a  load  would  have  cost  a  merk,  whilk 
would  have  been  ooft  other  years  for  two  shillings ;  the  brewsters 
left  off  to  brew  for  want  of  fire.  Hie  reason  of  this  scarcity 
was,  because  the  Covenanters  coming  here  in  March  1689,  caus- 
ed die  servants  who  should  have  casten  the  peats  for  serving  of 
both  Aberdeens,  flee  out  of  the  country  for  fear,  so  not  only  went 
our  peats  dear,  but  through  the  unseasonableness  of  the  spring 
the  victual  also  became  very  dear. 

It  is  said  that  about  the  4th  of  April,  a  lyon  herauld,  ao^ 
companied  by  James  Philip,  now  clerk  to  the  secret  council) 
came  to  Dunotter,  and  charged  the  earl  Marischall  peraonally 
to  compear  before  his  majesty  and  parliament  of  England,  at 
Westnunster,  the  13th  of  April,  to  hear  and  see  our  Scottish 
commissioners  (now  lying  at  court)  receive  an  answer  to  thrir 
supplications,  and  for  such  other  reasons  as  were  contained  in 
the  charge,  under  the  pain  of  treason ;  and  upon  this  charge  the 
herauld  took  instrument  in  this  James  Philip's  hands,  who  was 
sent  with  him  for  that  effect.  The  earl  welcomed  the  herauld^ 
and  desired  him  to  stay  and  drink,  whilk  he  would  not  do,  but 
took  his  leave.  It  was  said  that  this  herauld  had  given  also  the 
like  charge  to  diverse  other  nobles,  such  as  the  earls  of  Rdthes, 
Montrose,  Cassilis,  Kinghom,  Argyll,  general  Leslie^  the  lords 
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Liodsay  and  Balmeriitoch,  but  they  all  disobeyed  the  charge ; 
and  upon  their  own  reasons  made  protestations  against  the  same. 

About  this  time.  Felt  Marischal  Lesly  is  again  chosen  general 
of  our  Scottish  army ;  and  the  nobles,  barons,  gentry,  burrows, 
and  clergy,  sworn  to  follow  him  as  their  general. 

Upon  the  —  day  of  April,  the  earl  of  Murray  established  his 
only  sister  in  his  dwelling-house  of  Elgin,  and  gave  order  for 
keeping  her  house  in  honourable  manner ;  he  gave  her  the  haill 
jewels  and  gold  work  that  belonged  to  her  defunct  mother ;  he 
keeped  her  pose  himself;  and  after  settling  of  his  affairs,  he 
goes  directly  to  England;  but  shortly  thereafter  the  laird  of 
Grant  is  quietly  married  to  the  said  lady  Mary,  without  advice 
of  her  brother  or  any  other  friends. 

Mr.  John  Peter,  minister  at  St.  Andrew's  Kirktown,  in  Mur- 
ray, about  this  time  was  deprived  for  not  subscribing  the  cove- 
nant. 

The  king  causes  put  in  garrison  within  the  town  of  Berwick, 
about  this  time,  for  his  own  service,  about  two  thousand  sol- 
diers. 

You  see  before  some  order  taken  with  the  passing  of  turners, 
whereof  some  were  appointed  to  pass  for  a  penny,  but  now  they 
would  give  nothing  for  king  Charles'  turners,  but  king  James* 
turners  only  should  pass;  whereby  all  change  and  trade  was 
taken  away  through  want  of  current  money,  because  thir  slight 
turners  was  the  only  copper  passing  through  all  Scotland. 

About  this  time  the  earl  of  Stirling  departed  this  life  at  Lon- 
don, who  for  all  his  court  and  accedents  left  no  great  estate  nor 
means  free  behind  him.  The  earl  of  Lanerk,  brother  to  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton,  and  Sir  James  Galloway,  fell  conjunct 
secretaries  in  his  place,  for  he  was  both  secretary  of  Scotland, 
and  secretary  of  the  Scottish  council  of  England. 

About  this  time,  the  king  sent  down  a  letter  to  the  provost 
and  baUlies  of  Edinburgh,  with  a  proclamation,  bearing  that  it 
was  his  majesty's  will  to  discharge  the  earl  of  Argyll  of  his  jus- 
ticiary of  Argyll  and  Tarbet,  and  that  none  of  the  king's  lieges 
and  good  subjects  should  answer  or  obey  him  the  said  earl,  in 
taxes  or  feu  duties,  or  other  homages  belonging  thereto,  ay  and 
while  he  should  compear  personally  before  the  parliament  of 
England,  to  answer  to  such  things  as  were  laid  to  his  charge. 
Likeas  the  king  commanded  the  foresaid  provost  and  baillies  to 
cause  proclaim  thir  letters  at  the  mercat  cross  of  Edinburgh, 
under  all  highest  pain  and  peril.  They  advise  with  the  council 
table,  and  write  back  to  the^king,  that  in  such  troublesome 
times,  the  country  being  in  uproar  and  afraid  of  the  incoming 
of  the  sea  and  land  armies,  and  also  with  the  daily  threatnings 
of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  they  durst  scarcely  hazard  to  make 
any  such  proclamation  against  the  person  of  such  a  prime  noble- 
man ;  besides,  it  was  not  agreeable  to  the  Scottish  laws,  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  estate  or  dignities  but  by  advice  of  council  and 
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Scottish  parliament,  and  therewith  no  nobleman  could  be  assur- 
ed of  his  life,  lands,  or  goods,  if  this  past  as  a  practice ;  and 
further,  none  of  our  noblemen  are  holden  to  answer  but  before 
his  country,  council,  and  parliament,  and  to  be  tried  by  his  own 
Scottish  peers,  and  not  to  go  to  England  to  underly  their  cen- 
sure. Thir,  with  diverse  other  reasons,  were  written  back  to 
the  king ;  and  in  sundries  judgment  were  found  reasonable,  alledg* 
ing  the  king  cannot  deprive  any  man  of  his  estate  or  goods  but 
by  trial  of  parliament  in  manner  aforesaid,  yet  that  his  majesty 
had  power  of  himself  to  suspend  any  nobleman  frae  his  offices 
and  rents,  while  the  matters  of  his  accusation  were  truly  and 
formally  tried ;  and  so  this  proclamation  was  left  unpublished, 
contrary  to  the  king's  desire. 

The  third  Tuesday  and  21st  of  April,  our  provincial  assembly 
sits  down  within  the  session-house  of  New  Aberdeen  ;  Mr.  James 
Martin,  minister  at  Peterhead,  was  chosen  moderator ;  they  cry 
out  the  non-«ub8cribants  of  the  covenant  and  band  of  relief.  Dr. 
Scroggie,  minister  at  Old  Aberdeen,  and  Dr.  Sibbald,  one  of  the 
ministers  of  New  Aberdeen,  were  referred  to  the  next  committee, 
for  their  outstanding,  and  so  with  little  more  ado  they  dissolve. 

Mr.  Robert  Melvin,  minister  at  Dyce,  is  made  moderator  of 
the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen  till  the  next  assembly  :  and  in  the 
mean  time  the  foresaid  two  doctors  at  this  meeting  had  no  voice 
in  the  assembly,  and  the  said  Mr.  James  Martin  to  endure  mo- 
derator till  the  next  assembly  bv  the  voices  of  his  brethren  and 
ruling  elders ;  a  novelty  indeed  f 

About  this  time,  word  came  that  major-general  Mnnro  was 
coming  with  an  army  to  Aberdeen,  to  guard  the  country,  by 
direction  of  the  new  stiled  estates ;  but  his  purpose  was  ra- 
ther to  oppress  the  king's  loyal  subjects ;  whilk  being  suspected 
by  some  barons  in  this  country,  they  began  to  fortify  their 
houses,  such  as  the  laird  of  Drum,  Gight,  Banff,  Federet, 
Foveran,  and  sundry  others,  and  furnished  them  with  men  and 
muskets,  meat  and  drink,  and  other  devices  of  defence  against 
this  Munro's  coming ;  but  he  turned  all  these  doings  to  nothing, 
as  after  does  appear. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  lord  Loudon,  the  sheriff  of  Teviot- 
dale,  and  Mr.  Robert  Barclay,  were  sent  to  supplicate  the  king. 
Now,  about  the  21st  of  April,  word  came  home  that  they  were 
all  warded,  and  Loudon  put  into  the  Tower,  upon  a  letter  re- 
vealed and  produced  by  the  earl  of  Traquair  before  his  majesty, 
alledged  to  be  written  to  the  king  of  France  by  some'  of  our 
Scottish  nobles,  whereof  this  Loudon  was  one,  whilk  letter  was 
subscribed  with  his  hands.  It  was  not  delivered  to  the  king  of 
France,  but  appears  to  have  been  keeped  up  by  the  earl  of  Tra- 
quair, as  he  who  was  upon  the  council  at  the  plotting  and  de- 
vising of  the  bishops'  overthrow  with  the  rest,  suppose  not  con- 
senting to  other  matters  that  fell  out  thereafter.  However 
Loudon  is  accused  of  subscribing  this  letter,  before  the  king. 

Y  2 
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About  the  27th  of  April,  the  earl  MarischaU  (haying  some 
meetings  ia  the  Mearns^  and  gathered  some  soldiers)  wrote  to 
the  provost  and  baillies  of  Aberdeen,  that  he  was  to  come  to 
the  town,  and  desired  that  no  ship  should  go  out  of  the  haven, 
till  his  coming,  because  he  was  under  fear  that  the  town's  Anti- 
ceveni^nters  *would  flee ;  whilk  the  provost  obeyed,  and  took  the 
sails  fironi  the  ships'  yards.  Many  townsmen  hearing  of  Maris~ 
chairs  coming  to  the  town,  took  the  flight;  among  whom  Robert 
Buchan  of  Portlethen,  with  his  second  son,  after  his  house  and 
ground  was  jdundered,  took  to  sea ;  and  so  ilk  man  shifted  for 
himself,  part  by  sea,  part  by  land,  as  they  thought  best. 

Upon  the  5th  of  May,  the  earl  Marisohall  (being  about 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  young  and  stout),  comes  to  Aberdeen, 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  horse,  with  sound  of  trumpet,  in 
peaceable  manner.  The  lord  Fraser  and  master  of  ForbeiB,  and 
diverse  barons,  rode  out  to  meet  him.  He  took  up  hernse  in  his 
own  lodging.  There  was  a  committee  chosen  to  sit  in  Aber-^ 
deen,  such  as  the  lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  Forbes,  the  lairds 
of  Philorth,  Monymusk,  Craigievar,  and  George  Baird  of 
Auchmedden,  and  five  other  commissioners  subordinate  to 
them,  to  hold  a  council  of  war ;  whilk  committee  and  council 
should  ait  weekly  in  Aberdeen  at  the  council  table,  for  guiding 
and  ruling  of  the  town  and  shire  of  Aberdeen  in  thir  trouble* 
same  times ;  and  the  earl  took  the  commissioners'  oaths  to  do 
Qptjbing  but  by  his  advice,  as  being  general  of  the  north. 

In  the  meantime,  they  ordain  the  town  of  Aberdeen  to  sub- 
scribe the  common  band  of  relief,  who  had  not  yet  subscribed. 
The  bailUes  went  quarterly  about,  to  cause  ilk  inhabitant  sub- 
scribe, whereof  some  were  absent,  some  subscribed,  and  some 
refuged ;  at  last  the  town  was  compelled,  for  wealth  and  trade, 
to  compone  within  the  burrow  and  freedom  of  the  samen,  (the 
landward  heritage  belonging  to  burgesses  excepted)  for  payment 
to  the  earl  of  the  sum  of  six  thousand  merks.  Thus  is  the 
kipg's  barrow  compelled  to  pay  for  this  common  band  the  fore- 
said sums,  without  law  or  warrant  of  the  king,  and  is  sore  cros- 
sed and  vexed,  as  ye  have  heard  several  timte  before ;  and  is  the 
third  time  now  fined,  extending  in  all  to  the  sum  of  twenty- 
six  thousand  merks,  by  and  attour  many  and  diverse  oppressions 
besides. 

Thir.  things  done,  this  general  or  govemour  Marischall,  upon 
the  8th.  of  May,  rides  back  to  Dunotter,  and  the  rest  go  home, 
and  i^t  that  time  dissolves ;  but  young  Tolquhon,  and  diverse 
others  of  the  name  of  Forbes,  went  out  to  convoy  Marisohall  a 
piece  of  the  way.  Mr.  George  Lesly  and  William  Fraser  of 
Bogheads  (both  good-brothers,  and  the  earPs  tenants),  being 
with  the  rest.in  his  company,  met  with  the  young  laird  of  Tol- 
quhon^  and  unhappily  discorded.  Mr.  George  hurt  him  in  the 
head  upon  the  Tollo-hill :  they  were  parted,  he  and  Bogheads 
disarmed^  and  the  govemour  promises  satisfaction  to  Tolquhon, 
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who  took  his  leave  frae  hiin»  and  returns  to  Aberdeen,  and  he 
forward  to  Dunotter;  where  the  said  Mr.  George  Lesly  and 
William  Fraser,  (suppose  he  was  innocent,)  were  both  kid  in 
the.  irons*  Upon  the  morn,  they  were  sent  about  by  sea^ 
shackled  in  irons,  to  Aberdeen,  with  warrant  to  the  provost  of 
Aberdeeii  to  ward  them  both  in  the  tolbooth,  and  to  cause  strike 
off  Mr«  George  Lesly's  right  hand,  at  one  stroke,  for  hurting 
the  young  Tolquhon,  in  the  general's  company,  against  the  dis* 
cipline  of  war.  The  provost  receives  them,  wards  them,  and 
causes  loose  their  shackles ;  but  thought  he  was  not  judge  to 
this  punishment  for  such  a  riot  committed  in  the  shire  of  the 
Mearns,  where  Mariscball  himself  was  sheriff,  who  was  only 
judge  thereto.  Many  people  murmured  against  this  rigorous 
sentence  g^ven  out  against  a  gentleman  for  such  a  slight  fault, 
done  also  in  his  own  defence.  Nevertheless,  the  jeeneral,  of  his 
own  authority,  upon  the  18th  of  May,  caused  nx  fast  in  the 
causeway,  at  the  mercat  cross  of  Aberdeen,  a  stock,  and  an 
asce  beside  it  laid  down ;  and  a  little  scaffold  of  timber  bigged 
about,  with  a  fire  kindled  to  burn  the  blood  when  the  hand 
was  out  off.  There  was  also  a  chair  set  beside  the  stock,  and 
the  hangman  ready.  The  gentleman  is  brought  from  the  tol- 
booth, and  as  he  is  coming  down  stairs,  the  people  being  oon- 
veened  in  great  numbers  about  the  cross,  cried  out  pitifully 
against  this  cruelty,  used  so  rigorously  to  the  gentleman.  How* 
ever,  he  lays  down  his  arm  upon  the  stock,  and  the  hangman 
ready  to  give  the  stroke.  Beyond  the  expectation  of  the  be* 
holders,  the  master  of  Forbes  suddenly  comes,  and  lifts  his 
hand  from  die  stock,  and  made  him  free ;  whereat  the  people 
mightily  rejoiced.  He  was  had  back  to  the  tolbooth,  where  he 
was  arrested  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  James  Clerk,  and  remained 
in  ward  while  the  25th  of  June  following,  syne  put  to  liberty, 
but  William  Fraser  was  relieved  out  of  the  tolbooth  upon  the 
25th  of  May. 

The  general  did  this  for  satisfying  of  young  Tolquhon,  and,  as 
was  said,  he  had  never  mind  to  take  the  gentleman's  hand,  who 
was  his  own  tenant,  but  only  made  a  show,  whereof  doubtless 
the  gentleman  had  certainty,  otherwise  he  would  not  have  gone 
without  more  trouble. 

Now  the  English  ships  begins  to  take  our  merchants'  ships, 
and  has  them  to  Berwick  and  Holy  Island,  where  their  goods 
were  loosed  and  inventoried,  that  none  should  be  lost,  and  the 
men  let  go.  But  the  king  was  deceived  herein.  Likewise, 
he  got  lil^rty  to  take  our  ships,  but  none  to  meddle  with  our 
goods. 

Upon  the  11th  of  May,  there  was  wonderful  high  tempes- 
tuous winds,  (marvellous  in  May !)  whereby  sundry  persons  died, 
and  a  lax  fisher  drowned  in  the  water  of  Don,  and  a  ship  go* 
ing  with  victuals  to  Dumbritton  likewise  perished. 

Upon  the  ISth  of  May,  a  muster  was  made  of  both  Aber* 
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deens  in  the  links,  by  order  of  govemour  Marischall.  They  were 
divided,  and  of  few  number,  not  passing  two  huiidred  and  sixty 
persons,  and  twenty  out  of  Old  Aberdeen.  They  had  three 
captains,  two  called  Forbes,  and  the  third  called  Crookshank, 
given  to  them  by  the  general,  who  wanted  to  be  served  with 
their  own  commanders.  They  were  but  few  that  went  out,  and 
that  sore  against  their  wills.  The  roll  is  called,  many  are  ab- 
sent ;  and  so  ilk  man  goes  bome,  without  shooting  a  shot,  as 
they  were  wont  to  do,  being  heartless,  and  divided  amongst 
themselves. 

Upon  the  18th  of  May,  the  lord  Sinclair,  with  about  sixteen 
horse,  comes  to  Aberdeen.  He  lodges  in  skipper  Anderson's, 
and  commanded  the  provost  to  cause  watch  his  lodging  all  night, 
whilk  was  done.  Marvellous,  how  Aberdeen  was  compelled  by 
any  subject,  without  warrant  of  the  king  1  Upon  the  mom,  he 
rides  for  Caithness :  he  was  one  of  the  tutors  to  the  pupil  earl  of 
Caithness. 

Upon  the  21st  of  May,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  name  of 
Gordon  at  Strathlx^fgie,  and  diverse  others,  amongst  whom  was 
the  laird  of  Drum,  counselling  about  the  coming  of  general 
Munro  with  an  army.  However  they  dissolve,  and  the  laird  of 
Drum  returning,  happened  to  come  by  where  the  laird  of 
Monymusk  was  in  a  moss,  causing  cast  peats.  He  sends  out 
one  named  William  Forbes,  brother  to  the  laird  of  Pitnacaddell, 
upon  his  beist  horse,  to  ask  who  Drum  was,  being  about  twenty* 
four  horse ;  but  through  this  gentleman's  own  miscarriage,  he  is 
dismounted',  and  his  master's  horse  taken  frae  him,  and  he  sent 
on  foot  to  tell  the  laird  the  tidings,  whereat  he  was  mightily 
offended. 

Now  the  commissioners  were  written  for  by  the  estates  to  the 
parliament  to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh  the  2a  of  June  next,  and 
Mr.  Alexander  Jafiray  went  commissioner  for  Aberdeen. 

Now  remember,  the  English  laboured  still  for  a  parliament, 
whilk  the  king  was  not  willing  to  grant ;  but  being  granted, 
they  slighted  the  king's  desire  to  punish  the  Scottish  rebellions, 
and  labour  to  settle  him  and  them  in  peace  to  their  contentment, 
whilk  in  end  craftily  they  did. 

The  castle  of  Edmburgh  is  now  daily  shooting  at  the  town ; 
few  durst  keep  the  causeway,  many  fled  the  town  for  plain  fear, 
with  their  wives,  bairns,  goods,  and  gear,  and  some  persons 
were  shot  and  slain  dead. 

About  this  time  the  earl  of  Airly  went  to  the  king  and  court, 
leaving  his  eldest  son,  the  lord  Ogilvy,  behind  him ;  but  in  his 
absence  his  stately  castle  was  cruelly  casten  down,  and  his 
ground  pitifully  plundered,  such  as  Airly  and  Furtour ;  whilk 
he,  by  the  marquis  of  Montrose's  assistance,  nobly  revenged 
upon  his  enemies,  in  anno  1644  and  1645. 

Now  there  were  diverse  barons,  gentlemen,  and  country 
people,  within  Athol,  Lochaber,    and  Badenoch,  and  highland 
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pftrtB  tfacreabouty  who  would  not  come  in  and  snlMeESbe  llie  oo* 

venant,  but  stood  out  against  it,  and  withal  brake  out,  molest- 
ing and  perturbing  all  such  whereof  they  might  be  masters.  The 
tables  advertised  hereof,  gives  order  to  the  earl  of  Argyll  to 
settle  this  business,  who  conveened  about  five  thousand  men, 
and  marched  into  Athol.  The  earl  hearing  of  Argyll's  coming, 
sends  commissioners  to  him,  promising  that  he,  nor  none  under 
his  power,  should  trouble  or  molest  the  country ;  and  further, 
that  he  should  concur  and  assist  the  good  cause  to  his  utter- 
most ;  and  for  further  assurance  sent  eight  hostages,  principal 
men  and  of  note  within  the  country,  of  Stuarts  and  Robertsons* 
Argyll  heard  the  commission,  and  pleasantly  received  the  hos- 
tages, and  said  he  should  have  a  core  to  keep  them,  but  would 
nowise  grant  assurance  of  peace  to  the  earl  of  Athol,  till  he 
should  first  come  to  him  himself. 

He  being  advertised  hereof,  resolves  upon  some  conditions  to 
come  to  Argyll,  who,  how  soon  he  heard  ofhis  approach,  craftily 
sent  out  some  men,  who  lay  in  ambush  by  the  way,  and  took 
him  and  brought  him  to  Argyll,  who  was  coming  of  his  own 
accord ;  but  this  was  done  to  make  Argyll's  service  the  more 
thought  of.  The  earl  in  all  haste  sends  the  earl  of  Athol  and 
his  eight  hostages  to  the  tables,  to  abide  their  censure.  Others 
said  he  sent  the  hostages  to  Edinburgh  without  Athol's  know- 
ledge, syne  trysts  and  causes  the  earl  swear  and  subscribe  at 
his  pleasure,  whilk  was  thought  a  fair  way.  Having  pacified  the 
country  of  Athol,  he  marches  into  Lochaber. 

About  this  time,  he  takes  David  Spalding,  baron  of  Ashen- 
tillie  in  Strathardell,  for  his  loyalty  to  the  king,  and  warded 
him  in  the  castle  of  Dunstaflnage,  while  he  paid  to  him  four 
thousand  merles,  and  subscribed  the  covenant ;  thereafter  he  is 
put  to  liberty,  and  deceases  without  heirs  of  his  body;  to  whom 
succeeded  William  Spalding,  whom  for  standing  to  the  cove- 
nant, Montrose,  in  his  wars,  burnt  his  castle  of  Ashentillie, 
and  plundered  and  harried  his  ground  pitifully. 

His  majesty,  by  his  letters  patent,  had  made  the  earl  of 
Northumberland  captain  general  of  his  forces  both  by  sea  and 
land;  but  he  refused  to  accept,  and  renounced  his  admiralty  in 
the  king's  own  presence,  whereat  he  was  displeased,  and  shortly 
gave  the  samen  charge  to  the  deputy  of  Ireland,  his  loyal  sub- 
ject, who  accepted  the  samen  humbly. 

About  this  time,  the  estates  sent  an  herauld,  with  the  king's 
coat  of  arms,  to  the  castle  of  Dumbritton,  commanding  and 
charging  the  captain  thereof,  called  Sir  John  Henderson,  to 
render  and  give  up  the  castle  to  the  estates,  whilk  he  manifestly 
refused,  challenging  the  herauld  that  he  did  by  his  office,  wear- 
ing the  king's  arms,  and  charging  to  render  his  master's  castle, 
without  his  own  command,  to  his  subjects ;  and  that  he  should 
compt  for  this  his  high  offence ;  and  he  desired  the  herauld  to 
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shiew  iJie  estates  that  he  would  not  obey  their  charge^  which  he 
did,  but  it  was  not  long  ungiven  up. 

Now  the  town  of  Edinburgh  is  very  dfligent  in  raising  mid- 
ding  mounts  and  other  engines,  to  defend  the  town  frae  tihe 
cannon  shot  of  the  castle  and  walls  thereof,  and  likewise  in  mak* 
ing  mines  to  undermine  the  walls  of  the  castle ;  but  this  castle 
stood  not  long  out,  but  was  rendered. 

Upon  the  23d  of  May,  govemour  Marischall  directs  the  town 
of  Aberdeen  to  have  a  nightly  watch  of  men  and  arms,  and 
their  ports  closed ;  which  was  obeyed.  Upon  the  25th  of  May, 
the  drums  tucked  through  both  Aberdeens,  in  the  govemour^s 
name,  charging  all  manner  of  men,  at  their  highest  peril,  to 
muster  upon  the  mom  in  the  links,  in  their  best  arms.  They 
conveened  very  few ;  one  hundred  amd  sixty,  or  thereby,  out  of 
the  town,  and  about  sixty  out  of  the  Oldtown,  evil  armed  and 
worse  hearted.  After  their  muster  they  returned  home  to  their 
houses. 

The  samen  day,  the  drum  tucked  likewise,  charging  the  bur- 
row of  Aberdeen  to  make  provision  upon  their  own  charges 
for  general  Munro  and  his  army,  wherewith  they  were  not  well 
pleased,  albeit  they  durst  not  disobey. 

Tuesday,  the  26th  of  May,  there  was  heard  in  both  Aberdeens 
shooting  of  ordnance  about  Dunotter,  which  fell  out  betwixt  an 
English  and  Scottish  ship,  who  was  pursued,  and  fled  in 
among  the  craigs  of  Dunotter;  but  she  was  boarded  by  a  fri- 
gate, and  hauled  out  perforce  to  the  sea. 

The  barons  and  gentlemen,  of  the  name  of  Gordon  for  the 
most  part  (except  the  lairds  of  Haddo  and  Straloch,  who  would 
not  keep  their  meetings),  hearing  of  major  Munro's  coming  to 
Dunotter  with  soldiers,  upon  the  28th  of  May,  sent  Mr.  James 
Gordon,  minister  at  Keam,  with  letters  to  the  earl  Marischall, 
and  general  Munro,  craving  assurance  of  peace,  and  to  be  no- 
wise troubled,  since  they  and  their  friends  and  followers  Were 
peaceably  set,  and  not  disposed  to  offend  any.  They  received 
and  read  thir  letters,  but  would  write  none  back  again,  but 
sends  this  answer,  that  they  could  have  no  assurance  of  peace 
except  they  would  all  come  in  and  swear  and  subscribe  the  co- 
venant, and  obey  whatsoever  should  be  enjoined  them  for  ftii> 
therance  of  the  good  cause.  Mr.  James  Gordon  returned  and 
told  their  answer,  whilk  the  Gt>rdons  took  in  evil  part,  as  they 
had  reason  so  to  do. 

Upon  the  28th  of  May,  the  inhabitants  of  the  burrow  of  Aber- 
deen were  charged,  by  tuck  of  drum,  to  go  out  in  their  best 
•  armour  and  meet  govemour  Marischall  and  major-general  Munro. 
Whereupon  one  hundred  and  twenty  musketeers  and  pikemen 
went  out  and  met  them  at  the  bridge  of  Dee.  They  were  esti- 
mate to  be  about  eight  hundred  footmen  and  forty  horse,  who 
had  also  six  pieces  of  iron  ordnance.     They  were  in  good  order, 
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kifii^  Mm  boDADts  on  thftir  headS)  with  feather»  waving  in  the 
wind.  Thev  entered  Aberdeen,  and  were  quartered.  Maria- 
chall  lodged  in  his  own  house,  together  with  Monro.  They 
watched  nightly  with  threescore  soMiers  always.  Monro  de- 
livered to  the  provost  and  haillies  certain  articles  in  write, 
whilk  he  sent  in  before  the  incoming  of  the  army  to  the  town, 
and  whereof  the  tenor  follows  :— 

**  Ariicles  qf  Boit' Accord,  to  he  condescended  unto  by  the  Magistrates  qf 
Aberdeen,  for  themselves,  and  as  taking  burden  upon  them  for  aO 
the  inhabitants  ;  to  be  presently  sealed,  subscribed,  and  delivered  to 
major'-general  Monro,  as  having  warrant  from  the  earl  Marischall, 
in  name  qfthe  estates  qfthis  kingdom,  and  general  Lesly. 

Isty  Desires  the  magistrates  to  give  in  a  roll  or  list  of  those  inhabitants 
absent  or  present  who  have  not  subscribed  the  covenant  and  general  band>  that 
they  may  be  discerned  as  bad  and  evil  patriots. 

Sd,  Desires  the  provost,  magistrates,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  to  give  their 
great  oath  of  fidelity  not  to  correspond  or  keep  interchange  of  intelligence  with 
any  that  has  not  subscribed  the  covenant  or  general  band,  under  pain  of  losing 
of  their  lives,  and  confiscation  of  their  goods. 

Sd,  Desires  them  to  condescend  willingly  to  contribute  to  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  regiment,  according  as  they  shall  be  stented,  in  paying  of  their 
tenth  part ;  and  their  soldiers  being  quartered  in  this  town,  that  they  be  obliged 
for  themselves  and  inhabitants  not  to  injure  any  of  them,  under  the  pain  of 
death. 

4th,  Desires  they  be  obliged  for  themselves  and  inhabitants  not  to  hear  any 
minister  within  their  town  who  hath  not  subscribed  the  covenant,  under  pain 
of  banishment,  both  preachers  and  hearers. 

6th,  Desires  the  regiment  (being  quartered  and  billeted  within  the  town) 
may  be  entertained  during  their  residence  there,  in  meat,  drink,  and  lodging, 
socording  to  the  general  order  subscribed  by  the  committee  of  estates,  for  the 
two  port  of  means  allowed  to  inferior  officers  and  soldiers,  according  to  the  list 
of  pay,  given  in  to  the  township  by  the  major-general  under  his  hand,  in  name 
of  the  committee  of  estates,  the  general,  and  of  the  earl  Mariachall. 

6ti,  Desires  the  magistrates  to  deliver  to  the  mio<»^-general  before  his 
wtry,  the  keys  of  all  their  ports,  and  entry  of  their  magaxines  and  store- 
baiiMi>  tolbooth,  or  meeting-houses  of  the  town,  together  with  the  keys  of 
gosl  and  prison,  to  be  keeped  at  his  pleasure  during  hit  abode  there,  for  the 
§004  of  the  kingdom  and  safety  of  the  town  and  r^;iment,  against  intestine 
Slid  foeiffi  enemies. 

T|fa>  Deaires  that  all  com  in  store  within  the  town  be  put  under  inventory, 
fiur  eottertainment  of  the  r^ment,  in  part  payment  of  their  tenth  parts ;  and 
that  the  magifttratea  and  inhabitante  to  bfe  obliged  to  pay  the  rest  in  money 
onpe  in  the  fortnight,  according  to  the  order  for  paying  the  third  part  of  the 
g^^dp^^  their  pay  in  money,  till  they  be  super-expended  of  the  tenth  part. 

^,  Desires  they  be  obliged  to  deliver  all  the  common  spare  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, spades,  shovels,  or  mattocks  that  they  have  or  can  find,  on  their  great  ^ 
oathj  to  be  used  at  his  pleasure  in  manner  foresaid  fbr  the  good  of  the  king* 
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doin,  igMnit  iateitine  aiid  foreign  enemieB/aad  for  bath  tbdr  aafittiMy  tiid 

that  they  be  obliged  by  their  great  oath  to  join  with  him  and  his  regiment  or 
asBodates  in  fighting  or  working  against  the  enemy,  in  wbatsomever  the  earl 
Marischall  and  he  commands  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom  and  their  own 
safeties. 

9th,  Desires  they  be  obliged  to  set  all  thehr  baxters  and  brewers  to  work 
against  the  3d  of  June  next,  to  have  provided  and  in  readiness  twelve  thousand 
pound  weight  of  good  biscuit  bread,  together  with  one  thousand  gallons  of  ale 
and  beer,  to  be  put  in  small  barrels  for  the  intended  expedition,  for  which  they 
shall  be  paid,  or  at  least  allowed  to  them  in  their  parts. 

10th,  Desires  that,  in  testimony  of  their  bon-accord  with  the  soldatista  that 
had  come  so  far  a  march  for  their  safeties  fVom  the  invasion  of  foreign  enemies, 
and  the  slavery  they  and  their  posterity  might  be  brought  under,  they  may  be 
pleased,  out  of  their  accustomed  generosity  and  present  thankfulness  to  the  sol- 
datista for  keeping  good  order,  and  eschewing  of  plundering,  to  provide  for 
them  twelve  hundred  pairs  of  shoes,  together  with  three  thousand  ells  of 
harden,  tycken,  or  sail  canvass,  for  making  of  tents  to  save  the  soldatista  from* 
great  inundation  of  rains,  accustomed  to  fall  out  under  this  northern  climate. 

11th,  Desires  to  provide,  against  the  2d  of  June,  for  the  intended  expedition, 
for  settling  good  order  in  the  country,  and  for  suppressing  our  intestine  ene« 
mies  and  evil  patriots,  that  fifty  horses  may  be  in  readiness  for  transporting  our 
cannons,  ammunition,  spare  arms,  and  provision,  wbatsomever  the  earl  Maris-' 
cfaall  thinks  the  srmy  to  stand  in  need  of;  which  being  accorded,  sealed,  and 
subscribed  by  the  magistrates,  for  themselves,  and  taking  burden,  as  said  is, 
for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  we  will  enter  the  town  friendly,  and  be 
answerable  for  ourselves  and  soldatista  for  any  disorder  committed  by  any  of 
our  number,  or  under  our  command ;  and  in  case  of  not  fulfilling  and  obeying 
our  just  commands  (so  far  as  concerns  the  military  part  especially)  we  do  here- 
by signify  to  you,  in  name  of  the  estates  and  general  of  the  army,  that  we  will 
take  such  speedy  course  and  order  with  you  and  all  the  inhabitants  refractory, 
as  may  strike  terror  in  the  heart  of  all  odiers  our  opposites,  following  your  ex- 
ample and  disobedience,  as  evil  and  wicked  patriots;  for  eschewing  whereof 
we  heartily  desire  your  subscriptions  and  seal  to  thir  reasonable  demands,  or  a 
peremptory  or  present  answer  of  bon-aecord  or  mal-accord." 

The  provost,  baOlies,  and  council  of  Aberdeen,  having  received 
thir  ridiculous,  tyrannous,  and  scornful  articles,  before  Monro's^ 
entry  to  the  town,  went  directly  to  council,  to  consider  what 
was  best  to  be  done.  Patrick  Lesly  being  provost,  with  a  num« 
her  of  the  heads  of  the  town,  strong  Covenanters,  condescend- 
ed to  grant  Monro's  desire,  and  instantly  sealed  and  subscribed 
thir  disgraceful  articles,  and  sent  them  to  Monro ;  others  of  the 
loyal  subjects  were  sorry  that  Aberdeen  should  be  so  molested 
by  Covenanters,  against  the  king  and  his  laws,  and  no  burrow 
within  the  kingdom  so  oppressed  as  Aberdeen,  for  their  love  to 
their  sovereign  lord;  and,  as  was  said,  done  by  the  Covenanters, 
who  brought  Monro  to  the  town,  fearing  the  name  of  Gordon 
and  other  royalists. 

How  soon  Monro  received  back  thir  articles,  sealed  and  sub- 
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scribed,  Mariflcball  and  be  eomes  into  the  town,  and  lodged  and 
iqnartered ;  receives  the  town's  keys,  and  gets  obedience  to  his  de- 
sire, whereat  many  honest  men  of  the  royalists  grudged  heavily ; 
whilk  coming  to  Monro's  ears,  he  publickly  spake  in  the  tolbooth, 
in  presence  of  the  earl  Marischall  and  others  present,  that  it  was 
sore  against  his  will  to  come  here,  saying,  the  tables  conld  get  no 
•rest  night  nor  day  for  letters  coming  firae  Aberdeen,  crying  and 
craving  him  to  be  sent  with  a  regiment  for  their  guard  and  pro- 
tection ;  likeas  the  Forbesses  and  Erasers  sought  the  samen  for 
Ikeir  safely,  against  the  name  of  Gordon  and  other  royalists; 
<>nt  Aberdeen  promised  free  quarters  and  good  entertainment^ 
and  all  things  necessary  during  the  space  of  a  month,  together 
^th  their  own  personal  service  of  the  town  on  all  occasions ; 
whilk  tale  proved  most  true ;  for  the  town  was  divided,  some  for 
the  king  and  some  for  the  covenant.  But  the  Covenanters  never 
thought  to  have  been  burdened  with  maintenance  of  this  regi- 
'ment,  but  to  have  escaped,  and  the  royalists  to  have  p^id  for  sdl ; 
.wherein  they  were  deceived,  as  just  from  God,  and  repented 
themselves  for  bringing  men  hither,  when  they  could  not  help  it. 
However,  the  royalists  hated  the  Covenanters  so  much  the  more 
A>r  this  business.  The  king  afar  off,  hearing  but  not  helping  thir 
calamities,  as  Aberdeen  hoped  for,  because  that  he  now  sees 
dearly  that  the  lower  house  of  England  are  upon  the  counsel  of 
tUr  disorders,  as  hereafter  does  plainly  appear.  In  the  mean 
time,  honest  men  of  the  town,  and  loyal  subjects  to  the  king,  see- 
ing matters  go  thus,  fled  the  town,  and  dosed  up  their  gates  and 
'doors  before  Monro's  incoming  to  the  town,  such  as  James 
Crookshank,  William  Scot,  and  some  others.  Monro  hearing  of 
this,  meddles  with  the  keys  of  the  said  William  Scot's  house,  put 
Us  wife  and  bairns  to  the  door,  plundered  the  goods,  and  de^ 
stroyed  trees  and  dales,  whereof  there  were  store.  But  himself 
«id  George  Stuart  fled  the  country  and  went  to  Norway. 

They  likewise  violently  brake  down  the  four  glass  windows  of 
the  said  James  Crookshank's  house,  whilk  he  would  never  repair 
imtil  he  saw  better  days.  They  likewise  masterfully  took  up  his 
rents  and  living  of  Newhills  and  Bogfairlie,  pertaining  to  him  in 
lieritage,  as  likewise  the  multures  of  the  town's  n^lns  of  Aber- 
deen, whereof  he  was  but  tacksman,  to  his  great  skaith,  whilk  he 
•offered  patiently.  He  fled  here  and  there  through  the  country, 
and  durst  not  be  seen  within  nor  without  the  town,  being  sore 
envied  for  his  loyalty  to  the  king ;  and  he  stood  out  so  con- 
stantly, that  he  would  never  yield  nor  subscribe  the  covenant  till 
February,  1642,  that  he  could  do  no  more,  and  indeed  few  bur- 
gesses of  his  rank  or  above  it  did  the  like. 

Monro  caused  big  up  betwixt  the  crosses  a  court  de  guards  for 
saving  his  soldiers  frae  weet  or  cold  on  the  night,  and  wherein 
they  should  be,  except  such  as  were  on  watch.  William  Scot's 
timber  now  paid  for  all  in  his  absence,  being  a  true  royalist, 
«rlio  sustained  much  more  skaith  besides.    This  court  de  guard 
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WR8  hlgged^  betwixt  the  crosses,  as  said  is,  Bof  oh  Snnday  the 
23d  of  January,  1642,  there  rose  a  mighty  wind  that  blew  down 
the  samen. 

Upon  Sunday  the  last  of  May,  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parscnK^ 
Belhelvie  (by  direction  of  the  general  assembly  and  presbytery 
of  Aberdeen),  teached  here  in  Old  Aberdeen.  After  sermon,  he 
read  out  another  covenant,  with  the  general  assembly's  declluR»- 
iion  following  thereupon,  i^rming  the  covenant  called  the  king's 
to  be  agreeable  to  theirs,  and  that  episcopacy  was  not  expedient 
an  our  kirk  of  Scotland.  The  Perth  articles,  h^h  commission, 
book  of  canons,  were  unlawful ;  after  the  reading  whereof,  the 
samen  was  subscribed  over  again  by  such  men  as  were  within 
the  kirk,  yea  by  the  regents,  and  by  bairns  about  fifteiBn  or  six- 
teen years  of  age,  albeit  the  r^ents  had  subscribed  before  in  Feb- 
rnary ;  and  myself  subscribed  this  covenant,  presented  to  me  by 
the  magistrates,  after  I  had  subscribed  the  king's  covenant,  pre- 
sented by  the  marquis  of  Huntly ;  and  another  I  subscribed  in  the 
samen  place,  presented  by  the  kirds  of  Benholm  and  Auldbar. 

The  preacher  exhorted  the  people,  by  many  persuasions,  mixed 
with  terror  and  tlireatning,  to  subscribe  this  holy  covenant  with 
heart  and  uplifted  hand,  assuring  the  contemners  or  disobeyerft 
to  be  sorely  punished.  The  people  per  force  gave  obedience,  and 
such  as  were  not  in  the  kirk  in  the  fonmoon,  he  took  their  sub- 
scriptions in  the  afternoon  after  sermon ;  and  such  as  had  aot 
subscribed,  he  carried  their  names  with  him  in  write.  His  text 
before  noon  was  upon  the  first  verse  of  the  17th  chapter  of  Ge- 
nesis. He  was  a  violent  man  for  the  good  cause.  Tnus  are  thir 
covenants  subscribed  mdre  through  fear  than  the  hearts  of  many, 
and  all  the  ways  that  could  be  devised  to  make  the  samen  sled<^ 
fast  and  sure,  made  it  never  stronger,  but  was  crost^  as  ye  shall 
hereafter  see. 

The  samen  Sunday,  the  earl  Marischall  (not  now  govemeory 
'because  Monro  had  got  the  town's  keys)  with  general  Monro, 
went  to  the  High  Church  to  hear  deYotion,  and  their  sokders  to 
the  G^ayfriars  church.  The  minister  of  their  own  army  preached 
to  them ;  but  Mr.  James  Sibbald,  one  of  the  town's  ministera,  s 
singular  man,  was  then  debarred  from  any  further  preaching,  aa 
an  Anti-covenanter,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  town's  people. 

About  this  time,  the  earl  of  Montrose,  by  direction  of  the 
estates,  upon  n  rign  of  parley,  went  to  the  castle  of  Edinbns^ 
and  desired  general  Ruthven,  captain  <^  the  said  castle,  to  Irea* 
der  die  samen  to  the  estates,  with  the  royal  ornaments,  sdeh'Os 
the  crewn,  scepter,  and  sword,  lying  within  the  samen,  beeoose 
the  parliament  was  near  the  down-sitting;  but  the  noble  captain 
boldly  and  plainly  refused*  Montrose  turns  back,  and  told  the 
estates  his  answer,  wheoeupon  they  caused  write  some  few  Umi^ 
charging  him  to  ^ve  over  the  castle,  and  render  the  omamenta 
of  the  crown,  within  forty-eight  hours.  Under  the  pain  of  IbrfSrit- 
ure  of  life  and  goods ;  whilk  charge,  so  written,  was  wompled 
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;  an  arhyir  liaaa,  ajme  rfiotupemr  Um  eaille  Will%  iHie#« 
RathTen  aught  find  the  sameiii  whilk  he  did;  but  etouftly  he  kept 
his  charge,  till  «t  last  he  was  foreed  to  yield. 
.  Upon  the  Sd  day  of  Jtmey  Mr.  John  Gregory,  miniate  at 
Srunioak,  was  bronght  in  to  Monro  by  a  party  of  aokfara.  He 
W9M  taken  out  of  his  naked  bed  upon  the  night,  and  bis  howa 
pitifully  plondered.  He  was  cloaely  keeped  in  skipper  Ander* 
eon's  house,  having  fiye  musketeers  watching  him  night  and 
day,  and  sustained  upon  his  own  ezpences.  None,  no  not  Us 
own  wife,  could  have  private  conference  with  him,  so  stcaitly 
was  be  there  watched.  At  last,  he  is  fined  to  pay  major-general 
Monro  one  thousand  merks  for  hia  outstanding  tq^ainst  the  cov«* 
nant,  and  syne  got  liberty  to  go.  But  in  the  general  aasebibly 
holden  in  July,  he  was  nevertheless  eimpliciter  deprired,  beeaiae 
he  would  not  subscribe  the  covenant;  and  when  all  wais  done^ 
be  is  forced  to  oome  in  and  yield  to  subscribe  the  covenant. 
<  The  said  2d  of  June,  the  drum  goes  through  Aberdeen,  charge' 
ing*  the  faaill  inhabitants  incontinent  to  bring  to  the  tolbooth  tbs 
bmll  spades,  shovels,  mells,  mattocks,  banrows,  picks,  gaveloek% 
and  such  instruments  within  the  town^  meet  n»r  unMnuiniagy 
whilk  was  shortly  done.  Therealker,  Monro  took  up  a  new  nuia^ 
ter  of  his  own  soldiers,  and  of  the  young  men  also,  in  the  links* 
He  directs  before  him  four  pot  pieces,  then  goes  to  the  arragry 
and  takes  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  bravest  men  of 
Aberdeen,  sore  against  their  wills,  and  mixes  in  among  his  own 
soldiers.  He  caiued  carry  also  the  foresaid  instraments  for  nn* 
denmning;  and  upon  the  said  dd  day  of  Jane,  began  about  ten 
hours  at  even  to  march  towards  tibe  place  of  Drum,  and  en  * 
eampa.hard  beside.  The  laird  was.  not  at  home,  but  his  hif 
with  some  pnetty  men  was  wiAin  the  boose,  whilk  was  furr 
nished  with  ammunition'  and  all  provision  necessary  finr  de* 
fenee .of  that  strimg  house.  How  soon  Marisdiall  and  Mon- 
ro came  within  distance  and  shot  of  musket  of  the  house,  ibey 
shot  off  of  the  house  two  of  Monro's  men  dead,  whilk  they  be^ 
held;  then  they  .directed  irae  the  camp  to  the  house  a  sum* 
monds,  charging  them  to  render  and  give  over  the  hocis% 
wheteupon  the  lady  craved  some  short  space  to  be  advised^ 
whilk  was  granted;  after  that  she  craved  some  tkne  to  adveiw 
tise  her  husband,  whilk  was  also  granted.  In  the  mean  time 
of  this  parley,  Morischall  rides  to  Dunotter  firae  the  camp;  .the 
lady  upon  her  own  good  oonsideratiQSis  Tenders  up  the  hooae 
to  Monro,  and  delivers  him  the  keys,  upon  condition  that  hir 
soUUers  should  go  out  with  their  arms,  bag  and  ba£j;age,  asfe 
and  free,  and  tlwt  herself^  with  her  drildren  and  some  serving 
women,  should  Immtc  Uberty  to  remain  within  a  chamber  of  tfia 
place,  whilk  conditioos  were  granted ;  and  Monro  mans  tibe 
houee^  leaves  a  commander,  mth  for^  sokiieni,  to  keep  the 
samen,  and  to  live  upon  the  provision  already  provided,  :and 
when  that  was  done  to.  live  upon  the  laird's  rents,  so  long  aa 


dMf/Btfrfsd.dien^  and.dw  lady  to  aend  tte  laird  to  Moiifx>^ 
Many  taaryeiled  that  thk  strong  well  proTided  boose  sbonld 
have  been  so  soon  rendered  without  more  danger. 
.  Monro^  apon  the  5th  of  June,  leaves  Dram,  and  Tetoras  back 
iriumpfaantly  to  Aberdeen,  where  the  earl  Mariscball  met  him, 
and  that  samen  night  about  six  o'clock  they  heard  sermon,  and 
cave  thanks  to  God  for  the  intaking  of  this  strong  house  with  eo 
nttle  skaith.  Their  soldiers  lay  in  the  place  to  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, upon  the  laird's  great  charges  and  expences. 

Upon  the  foresaid  5th  of  June,  there  came  to  Old  Aberdeen 
about  six  hundred  of  Marischall's  men,  out  of  the  Mearns,  but 
tibey  got  little  entertainment  there.  Upon  the  mom,  they  were 
quartered  in  New  Aberdeen,  with  Monro's  soldiers,  and  remain^ 
«d  wrecking  the  town  till  the  18th  of  June. 
»  Sunday,  June  7ih,  about  eleven  of  the  clock  at  night,  there 
came,  out  of  New  Aberdeen  about  two  hundved  solders,  with 
iheir  cM>mmanders«  At  the  bridge  of  Don,  they  divided  into 
three  parts ;  whereof  one. went  towards  Foveran  and  Knockhall ; 
another,  by  White  Cairns  towards  Udny  and  Fiddess;  the  third, 
towards  Fettemear.  They  broke  up  the  gates  of  Foveran,  Udny, 
and  Fiddess ;  they  tcok  meat  and  drink,  but  did  little  more 
akaitfa;  the  lairds  of  Foveran  and  Udny  being  both  absent,  and 
in  England,  as  royalists  and  Antircovenanters*  The  lady  Udny 
dwelling  in  JKnoc^all,  renders  the  keys;  they  gave  them  badr 
open  the  mom  without  doing  great  wrong,  and  returned  back  to 
their  quartera  in  Aberdeen* 

.  Those  wiio  went  to  Fettemear  found  the  gates  keeped  close, 
the  laird  himself  being  within.  They  began  to  pursue  the  entry 
gate,  whilk  was  well  defended,  and  one  of  their  soldiers  shot 
ihwreat,  whereof  he  died.  Shoartly  thereafter  the  rest  leaves  the 
pursuit,  and  that  hurt  soldier  behind  them,  and  returns  back  to 
Aberdeen  without  more  ado.  The  laird,  fearing  some  trouble  to 
fbUew,  displenisbed  the  place,  left  nothing  tursaUe  within, 
closed  up.  the  gates,  and  took  his  wife,  children,  and  servants, 
with  him  to  some  other  part ;  but  shordy  there  came  frae  Aber- 
deen anodier  party  of  soldiers  to  the  samen  place.  They  brake 
up  the  gates  and  doors,  entered  the  house  and  chambers,  brake 
down  windows,  beds,  boards,  and  left  no  kind  of  plenidbing  un- 
hewn .  down,  whUk  did  them  little  good,  albeit  saaithful  to  die 
owner.  Such  as  they  could  carry  with  them  they  took,  syne  re- 
tomed  back  to  Aberdeen ;  lut  the  laird  fled  the  country,  and  to 
Ber^ck  goes  he. 

••  Upon  the  9th  of  June,  the  laird  of  Drum,  with  some  few  horsey 
eame  in  to  Aberdeen,  according  to  his  lady's  promise  at  the  ren* 
dering  of  the  house ;  he  met  with  Mariscball  and  Monro,  drank 
kindly  and  friendly  together,  and  kept  him  still  beside  them ; 
and  ip  the* meantime  Montrose  sent  .out  parties  of  acddiers,  aad 
Wougbt  in  .to  Aberdeen  the  lairds  of  Foraett,  Federit,  Haddo, 
Hiltoun,  Culter,.  Augliter*£Uon,  Campbell,  Netfaermuir,  Mr. 


IMAJ  TRODBLBB  IN  mxn%»ASD.  SUB 

Mm  Gardmk  iaabarimt  at  Mne,  (who  wu  likan  tont  «f  kll 
naked  bed)  and  diveiee  other  known  Anti-ooTenantera,  whom  he 
kept  beside  him  also  uatill  he  went  to  Edinbuiigfay  and  had  them 
all  with  him. 

Thomas  Chejme  of  Raniestone)  as  a  papist,  was  brought  in  ti 
Aberdeen^  where  he  was  farced  to  swear  and  subseribe  Sie  cove^ 
nant,  syne  wan  home. 

Thomas  Crombie  being  absent  in  Enghmd^  his  place  e£  Kem^ 
nay  is  taken  in,  his  gimel  broken  up,  and  store  of  vietual  laksa 
CMity  and  parted  among  the. soldiers^*  Thus  all  sorts  of  people 
who  wooid  not  swear  and  subscribe  the  eorenanty  and  coatii* 
bute  to  the  good  cause,  were  grievoudy  overoome  and  oppressed^ 
without  law  or  authority  of  }m  majesty. 

Upon  the  9th  of  June,  the  craftsmen  of  Old  Aberdeea  #ere 
compelled  amongst  .them  to  furnish  out  five  foot  soldiers,  to  help 
to  make  up  Monro's  regiment,  who  had  more  need  of  .su|4port.tb 
keep  in  their  lives. 

Upon  the  said  9th  of  June,  the  lord  Oordon^  the  laird  of  Clony^ 
with  some  few  servant^  came  free  England  quietly  by  sea«  They 
land  a  boat  at  the  Cove,  and  brought  aboard  Alexander  Gpvdon 
of  Prasmoir,  and  Mr.  ThomiBs  Gordon  at  Kettock'sNOiill,  wha 
told  how  the  country  was  ruled;  they  came  ashore .untetdedi 
with  whom  landed  Jamea  Farquhar,  burgess  in  Aberdeen.  The 
bark  goes  to  sea,  and  lands  at  Nether  Buckie  in  the  Bnafie^iand 
James  Farquhar  comes  home  to  his  own  house;  but  be  is  shout* 
iy  taken  and  warded  by  Mariscball  and  Monro^  and  demanded 
who  came  in  the  bark;  he  declared  the  truth,  and  so  was  letgOy 
after  some  other  queries. 

The  lord  Gordon  stayed  at  home  till  about  ihe  29d  of  Jnly^ 
qrae  hoisted  sail  at  Nether  Buckie,  and  comes  along  this  eoas| 
towards  En^and;  his  departure  is  sjued,  and  Monro  is  adver«« 
tised,  who  sends  oat  a  bark  with  well  provided  soldiers  to  attMid 
him;  they  come  in  sig^t,  and  were  very  near  her;  but  being  at 
the  windward  she  escaped  and  wan  safely  away,  they  being  all 
the  time  ignorant  of  this  plot. 

•  Upon  the  10th  of  June,  the  soldiers  were  drilled  in  the  links^ 
and.  thereafter  a  coun^  of  war  was  hidden  in  the  tolbooth  -of 
Aberdeen,  by  Marischall  and  Monro,  and  the  rest.  There  weia 
brought  before  them  the  lairds  of  Culter,  Aughter-EUcMk,  Ca«N 
phell,  Nethermuir,  Fomett,  Thomas  Nicolson,  George  Johnston, 
George  Morison,  George  Gordon,  Robert  Forbes,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Reid,  David  Rickart,  and  William  Petrie,  townsm^n>and 
burgesses  of  Aberdeea ;  but  the  lairds  of  Drum,  Haddo,  Federit, 
and  Mr.  J<din  Ross,  minister,  were  not  brought  before  this  coas* 
mtttee,  but  had  south.  The  rest  were  accused  for  their  outstand^ 
ing,  and  being  contrary  minded  to  the  good  cause,  they  made 
tfamr  own  answers,  but  were  .net  well  heard;  in  the  end,  they 
were  all  ordained  to  lodge  in  Mr.  Henry  Buchan's  house,  fit  md 
prepare  tbemsdves  to  go  to  Edinburgh  upon  the  morrow,  and  in 
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the  meurtiaie  iet  a  strait  guaid  about  tMr.  lodgiag^^  tkat  mm% 
ahoaU  go  is  omt  oat  without  lioenoe,  whilk.  thir  gentlemen  weie 
emnpelled  to  obey. 

Upon  the  morrow,  they  took  their  leave  from  AbeiMke09  leavt 
iag.  their  Inends  with  gorry  hearts.  They  were  goarded  and 
eonvoyed  by  soldiers  as  throat-Hsotters  and  murderers,  whereat 
they  were  displeased,  but  oonld  not  mend  it.  The  first  night 
they  cane  to  Cowie,  and  sua  forth  to  Edinburgh,  convoyed  by 
iUe  sheriflUom  to  another. 

The  old  laird  o£  GUght,  a  siekly  tender  man,  being  by  duinee 
at  this  time  in  Montrose,  is  taken  by  one  eaptain  Beatoun,  and 
had  to  Edinbafgh  with  the  rest;  his  house  of  Ardesne  ptifully 
plundered,  because  he  was  a  p^ist,  and  outstander  against  the 
good  cause*  How  soon  they  came  to  Edinburgh  they  weee  all 
warded  in  the-  tolbooth,  and  shortly  our  townsmen  are  first 
brought  in  before  the  tables.  They  are  aocosed  as  contrary  to 
the  good  cause;  they  made  their  own  answers,  which  were  not 
well  heard,  whereupon  they  are  committed  again  to  ward;  but 
in  respect  of  the  kdrd  of  G^t  and  Thomas  MMisoa's  sickness^ 
they  got  liberty,  and  were  confined  in  ihe  town,  where  old  Gight 
departed  tUalife.  After  examinatioa  of  our  burgesses,  the  lairds 
of  Culter,  Anghter>£ilon,  Fomett,  Campbell,  and  Nethermuir, 
were  biouffht  in  and  accused,  and  returned  back  to  ward,  where 
one  and  all  were  forced  to  stay  during  the  space  of  six  months^  to 
their  great  displeasure  and  hurt  of  their  health,  with  great  ehaiH 
flee  and  eipences;  at  last  it  pleased  the  estates  to  fine  them  as 
joUows ;  and  first,  for  our  townsmen,  Thomas  Nicdson  was  fined 
in  two  thousand  merks ;  Geoi^e  Johnston,  one  thousand  pounds ; 
David  Riekart,  one  thousand  merks;  Robert  Forbes,  one  thousand 
pounds;  William  Petrie^  one  thousand  merks.  Geoi^  Monsna 
and  Geoi^  Jameson  by  moyan  wan  free,  and  paid  no  fine. 
George  Gordon,  one  thousand  merks.  Mr.  Alexander  Reid,  by 
means  of  the  earl  of  Mar,  was  transported  to  Stirling,  there  tore* 
main  in  ward  till  he  paid  two  thousand  merks,  ^ne  got  liberty. 
The  laird  of  Culter  was  fined  in  three  thousand  merks;  the  laird 
of  Aoghter«*Ellon,  one  thousand  merks;  Nethermuir,  three  thou- 
sand merks;  Fomett,  —  merks;  Camphdl,  -^  Thus  barona 
and  burgesses  are  fiist  wardied,  syne  fined  and  compelled  to  pay 
Um  samen  before  they  went  out  of  the  tolbooth,  then  set  to 
liberty,  and  ilk  man  came  home  to  Ids  own  house.  Thus  the 
hinges  loyal  subjects  are  forced  to  suffer. 

Ye  heard  how  our  parliament  was  adjourned  free  the  14th  o£ 
November  16S9  to  the  1 1th  of  June  1640 ;  whilk  day  being  come» 
ike  parliament  sat  down  without  either  long  or  commissioner, 
whereof  the  like  was  never  seen  in  the  Christian  world,  where 
any  king  ruled,  as  our  acts  of  parliament  bears  in  the  name  of 
the  king  or  hie  commissioner,  &c.  This  narliament  sits  down* 
and  the  printed  acts  haw  no  relation  to  the  king  or  eommissioner»' 
but  only  entitled,  Aei§  paU  and  dame  in  this  prtie$U  parUamMtf 
which  Mi  down  theUthof  June,  1640. 
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TUi  iffsi  art  xdiflreof  4di«se  lUlmt  Jord*  BotghHe  to.  b^  pran- 
ifMtf  m  respect  of  the  absenee  ef  the  king'ji  eomniissioiimr* 

The  eecond  act  constitateB  the  three  estates  of  parlianent,  v». 
nobles,  basons,  and  biu^essesjaad  abolished  bishops. 

The  next  act  ratifies  die  aota  of  the  -assembly;  The  next  had 
rehitionto  John  earl  of  Traqoauv  1<>^  eomsoissioner,  soppose  no 
mention  of  that  parliament  is  amongst  the  printed  acts.  How- 
e¥er,  theve  is  about  ihirty«>nine  acts  made  up  by  this  president, 
and  thvee  estates  foresaid,  without  long,  commissioner,  erow%  ^ 
8w<nd,  orsceptor-^4Bnooath  to  see  I  Tb^  samea  is  prerogatedto 
the  19th  ef  Nommber  next,  ayne  ^dissolves;  whilk'  day  being 
come^  the  said  Robert  lord  Bui^hlie  is  again  chosen  president  by 
tiie  estates,  and  adjourned  to«the  14tli'of  January,  1641 ;  frae  that 
eontinned  to  the  IStfa  of  Aprils .  1641 ;  frae  that  adjourned  to  the 
SfitKofMay;  frae  that  to  the  ISthof  July,  1641.  Thus  ia  this 
parliament  continued  from  day  to  day,  the  lord  Burgfalie  stiU 
chosen  president,  and  to  the  whilk  15th  of  July  the < king,  came 
himself,  as  yeha^e hereafter* 

After  die  last  continnation  of  parliament^  FWlt  Marisehal  Lesly 
vi«isterB.  his  army  in  the  liaks'  of'  Leidi^  who  were  estimal»to 
eixteeii  thousand  men,*  witht:  expert  captains  and  commaadeva. 
The  yeoag  laird  of  Gight  is  forced  by  Marisehall  and.  Monro  to 
come  in^^and-npoaJRriday  the  11th  of^  June  he  came  to  Aberdeen 
before  the  council  of  war  I  hoget»fortyi»eight  hours' protection.  A 
challeoge  of  condbat  pest  betwixt  him  t  and  the  lairdtctf  Philorthi; 
Marisohali  getsword^  sends  a  party  of  soldiers  for  him,  to  eschew 
this  fight,  and  took  him  out  of  his  naked  bed,  lying  in  Thomas 
Lesly's  house  .in  Old  Aberdeen.  Gight  (under  protection)  mar- 
velled at  this  business,  not  knowing  Marischall's  purpose,,  but  he 
gets Jiberty 'frae. the  captain  that  took  him,  to  ride  beside  him 
(who  !was  also  horsed)  over,  to  the  town  and  speak  with  Maria- 
cbal ;  the  captran  seeing  his  horse  but  a  litde  nag,  was  content, 
and  BO  they  ride  on  till  they  come  to  the  Justice  Port,  wheve 
CKght  shifts  the  captain  anduall  his  keepers,  and  by  plain  ^eed 
he  wins  away,  to  alidieir  disgraces,  and  to*  Germany  goes  he^ 
where  he  steys. 

B&jor  Monro,  .upon  the  18tfa*of  June,  received  frem  the  town 
ofAbefdeen  five  thousand- pounds  for  their  tenths  and  twen- 
tieths, to  sustain  his  ^soldiers  on,  and  five  thonsand..pounds  by 
virtkie  of  the* genial  band^  with  twelve  hundred  pairs  of  shoes, 
with  thfite  thousand  ells  of « harden  to  be  his  soldiers'  shhrfe. 
Maxisctiidl'at  this  samen  time  took  up  from  them  forty  thousand 
pounda  of  fines  also :  thus  is  >  this  noble  burrow,  wdthout  king  or 
nwi  wrecked  in  their  persons,  goods,  andgewr,  far. their loj^ty 
to  the  kin^;  and  all  the  vest  of  thebnrrewa  living  in  peace« 

Maiisclbdl  and  Monro  ha^mig>  gotten  .money  the.  samea  day^ 
Marisehall  removes  his  soldiers  oat  ^ef  Aberdeen^  and  disbands 
them  alL  Monro  leaves  seven  hundred  soldiers  quartered  in 
Aberdeen,  and  goes  south  himself,  having  in  his  company  .the 
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lairds  of  Dram,  Haddo,  Federal,'  Hiltown,  and  Mr.  Jobn  Ross, 
iniiiister*  He  presents  them  to  the  tables  at  Edinbiu^h ;  they 
are  all  warded  in  the  tolbooth,  and  for  their  loyalty  to  the  king 
are  fined,  viz.  The  laird  of  Dram,  one  thousand  merks ;  Federat, 
four  thousand  merks;  Haddo,  two  thousand  merks;  Hiltown, 
by  moyan,  wan  free ;  and  Mr.  John  Ross,  three  hundred  merks; 
but  whether  taken  up  or  componed  I  cannot  tell. 

The  14th  of  June,  Mr.  WUliam  Johnston,  doctor  of  physick, 
'departed  this  life  in  New  Aberdeen.  Mr.  William  Gordon, 
another  doctor  of  physick,  departed  this  life  a  little  before  in 
Old  Aberdeen,  as  ye  have  heard.  Doctor  Barron,  professor  of 
divinity,  and  doctor  Ross,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Aberdeen, 
four  matchless  men,  yea  and  almost  matchless  in  any  burrow  of 
Scotland,  departed  this  life,  to  the  grief  of  Aberdeen,  and  the 
country  also ;  and  all  this  happened  since  the  beginning  of  this 
covenant. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  16th  of  June,  major  Monro  drew  out  both 
Aberdeens  to  muster  in  the  links ;  few  came  out  of  the  town, 
because  many  were  fled,  whereat  he  was  angry,  and  shortly 
commanded  to  go  search  the  burrow,  and  bring  with  them  old 
and  young ;  but  few  were  found,  and  such  as  came  to  the  links 
were  deeply  sworn  upon  what  arms  they  had.  He  looked  also 
to  our  Oldtown  men,  who  were  in  the  links,  about  one  hun* 
dred  men,  for  the  most  part  without  musket,  swcnrd,  or  pike*: 
he  proudly  demands,  if  they  had  no  more  arms ;  they  answered 
not,  because  the  laird  of  Urai^evar  had  plundered  their  haill 
arms  frae  them  before.  Then  says  Monro,  ^<a  mad  bull  may  go 
through  you  all,"  and  so  left  them ;  and  ilk  man  returned  home 
without  more  ado. 

The  committee  of  estates  at  Edinburgh  had  ordained  two  com- 
mittees to  be  elected  and  chosen,  the  one  thereof  constantly  to 
remain  at  Edinburgh,  the  other  constantly  to  remain  with  Felt 
Marischal  Lesly,  at  his  excellency's  camp;  and  ilk  committee 
to  consist  of  six  nobles,  six  barons,  and  six  burgesses ;  and  thir 
two  committees  to  order .  the  country  and  camp ;  and  in  the 
meantime  great  preparations  were  made  for  raising  of  an  army.. 

Upon  Thursday  the  18th  of  June,  Monro  presses  and  takes 
perforce  out  of  their  naked  beds,  some  Aberdeen's  men  and 
crafts  boys,  to  make  the  number  of  sixteen  soldiers,  whilk  the 
town  was  stented  to,  for  Old  Aberdeen  was  stented  to  five, 
whilk  they  sent  before ;  and  thir  soldiers  with  the  country  sol- 
diers, to  make  up  three  hundred,  to  be  eiked  to  Monro's  regi- 
meni^  consisting  then  of  seven  hundred,  and  to  make  up  a  full 
regiment  of  one  thousand.  He  causes  put  up  betwixt  the  crosses 
a  timber  mare,  whereon  runagate  knaves  and  runaway  soldiers 
should  ride.  Uncouth  to  see  such  discipline  in  Aberdeen,  and 
painful  for  the  trespasser  to  suffer  I 

Upon  Friday  the  19th  of  June,  Monro  drills  in  the  links^ 
and  thereafter  daily,  and  there  was  coming  and  going  to  him 
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cimtinually  country  Imrons  and  gentlemen ;  and  upon  the  same 
day  there  was  a  committee  holden  at  Aberdeen  by  the  tutor  of 
Pitsligo,  the  laird  of  Monymusk,  George  Baird  of  Auehmedden, 
and  diverse  others,  Mr.  James  Martin,  minister  at  Peterhead, 
moderator  of  the  assembly  of  this  diocese  to  the  next  provincial 
assembly,  Mr.  Thomas  Martin,  minister  at  Deer,  Mr.  David 
Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  and  Mr.  George  Sharp,  minister 
at  Fyvie.  There  were  letters  direct  out  iroe  this  committee 
against  certain  outstanding  ministers,  sach  as  Mr.  John  Ross^ 
minister  at  Birse,  Mr.  John  Gregory,  minister  at  Drumoak, 
Mr.  Alexander  Strachan,  minister  at  Chapel  of  Garioch,  doctor 
Forbes,  laird  of  "Corse,  doctor  Sibbald,  minister  at  Aberdeen, 
doctor  Scro^e,  minister  at  Old  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Richard  Mait- 
land,  minister  at  Abercherder,  Mr.  John  Forbes,  at  Auchterless, 
with  diverse  others,  to  compear  before  the  committee  to  be  holden 
at  Aberdeen  the  tth  of  July  next  to  come,  to  answer  for  their 
disobedience  and  outstanding. 

The  earl  of  Airly  went  from  home  to  England,  fearing  the 
troubles  of  the  land,  and  that  he  should  be  pressed  to  subs<n*ibe 
the  covenant  whether  he  would  or  not,  whilk  by  fleeing  the  land 
he  resolved  to  eschew  as  well  as  he  could,  and  left  his  eldest  son, 
the  lord  Ogilvie,  a  brave  young  nobleman,  behind  him  at  home. 
The  estates  or  tables,  hearing  of  his  departure,  directed  the  earls 
of  Montrose  and  Kinghom  to  go  to  the  place  of  Airly,  and  to 
take  in  the  samen,  and  for  that  effect  to  carry  cartows  with  them, 
who  went  and  summoned  the  lord  Ogilvie  to  render  the  house^ 
(being  an  impregnable  strength  by  nature,  well  manned  with 
all  sorts  of  munition  and  provision  necessary)  who  answered, 
his  father  was  absent,  and  he  left  no  such  commission  with  him 
as  to  render  his  house  to  any  subjects,  and  that  he  would  defend 
the  samen  to  his  power  till  his  father  returned  from  England. 
There  were  some  shots  shot  at  the  house,  and  some  from  the 
house,  but  the  assailants  finding  the  place  unwinnable,  by  na* 
ture  of  great  strength,  without  great  skaith,  left  the  place  with- 
out mickle  loss  on  either  side,  then  departed  therefrae  in  June. 

Now  the  committee  of  estates  finding  no  contentment  in  this 
expedition,  and  hearing  how  their  friends  of  the  name  of  Forbes 
and  others  in  the  country  were  daily  injured  and  opprest  by 
highland  limmars,  broken  out  of  Lochaber,  Clangregor  out  oi 
Brae  of  Athol,  Brae  of  Mar,  and  diverse  other  places,  therefore 
they  give  orders  to  the  earl  of  Argyll  to  raise  men  out  of  his  own 
country,  and  first  to  go  to  Airly  and  Furtour,  two  of  the  earl  of 
Airly's  principal  houses,  and  to  take  in  and  destroy  the  samen, 
and  next  to  go  upon  thir  limmars  and  punish  them;  likeas  con- 
form to  his  order  he  raises  an  army  of  about  five  thousand  men, 
and  marches  towards  Airly ;  but  the  lord  Ogilvie  hearing  of  his 
coming  with  such  irresistible  force,  resolves  to  flee  and  leave  the 
-house  manless ;  and  so  for  their  own  safety,  they  wisely  fled ; 
but  Argyll  most  cruelly  and  inhumanely  enters  the  house  of 
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Ak]y»  and  beats  the  same  to  4iie  greond)  and-  nf^  sua  ka>  data 
to  Furtour;  syne  spoiled  all  within  both  hottses,  and  suoh  a# 
could  not  be  carried  they  niMterfttUy  brake  down  and  destroyed. 
Thereafter  they  fell  to  his  groond,  plundered,  robbed^  and  took 
away  from  himselfy  his  men,  tenants,  and  servants,  their:  haill 
goods  and  gear,  corns  and  cattle  whatsomever  that  they  oonld 
get,  and  left  nothing  but  bare  bounds  of  sic  as  they  could  carry 
away  with  them,  and  what  could  not  be  destroyied  they  despite^ 
fully  burnt  up  by  fire.  This  service  done  by  dbe  earl  of  Argyll 
against  that  nobleman  the  earl  of  Airly,  the  king^s  loyal  sabjeety 
without  any  warrant  or  authority.  He  then  addresses  himself  to 
Aihol,  (where  the  lord  Loudon,  being  set  at  Kberty  out  of  the 
tower  of  London  came  to  see  Argyll),  the  earl  of  Athol  hearing 
of  Argyll's  coming,  offered  to  do  what  he  would  command  liimy 
and  sent  forth  fnrtyHeight  men,  chief  in  that  country,  of  (the 
names  of  Stuart  and  Robertson,  till  he  should  come  and  per* 
form  his  promise.  Argyll  accepted  the  gentlcnnen,  and  without 
Athol's  knowledge  sent  them  to  the  tables,  syne  trysts  and 
causes  Athol  swear  and  subscribe  as  he  jdeased.  This  was  not 
hat  play.  From  Athol  he  goes  to  Lochaber,  and  as  he  nrarohes, 
he  gets  due  obedience  from  barons,  gentlemen,  and  others 
through  the  country ;  he  plundered  and  spoiled  all  Lochaber,  and 
burnt  McDonald's  house  of  Keppach,  holden  of  the  honse  of 
Huntly.  He  left  a  captain  with  two  hundred  men  to  keep  this 
oountry,'  but  ihey  were  all  killed  by  the  people  of  that  country. 
Thus  Argyll  gees  through  all,  men  offering  subjection  and  obe* 
dience  te  him,  whereof  he  sends  some  to  EiUnhui^h  to  the 
tables,  others  he  takes  to  swear  and  subscribe  the  covenant, 
band  of  relief,  and  contributing  to  the  good  cause,  and  suffered 
them  to  stay  at  home.  This  done  he  disbands  his  army,  and'oomes 
down  Dee  Side,  'about  twelve  hundred  men,  but  what  order  he 
took  of  the- broken  men,  oppressors  of  the  country,  was  not 
mickle  heard;  so  lerwatd  was  he  for  the  covenant 

About  this  time,  the  old  constable  of  Dundee  being  aged  and 
dfikly,  was  carried  by-ooach,  unable  to  ride,  to  Bdinbui^h,  be* 
«mMhewMaii<MitotaiideriigaiMtthe«>Te»int.  Horrible  op- 
preesion  I 

The  king's  ships  are  daily  taking  our  Scottish  ships,  to  the 
number  of  eighty  small  and  great  $  ithey  are  had'to  Berwidc, 
Newcastle,  H^y  Island,  and  such  like  ports,  their  goods  loosed 
and  inventaried  and  olosdy  kept  The  BngKsh  beheld. this,  to 
humour  the  king  in  revenge  of  die  Scots,  but  all  was  restored 
haiU  and  sonnd  to  the  owners  without  loss  of  a  groat. 

Upon  Sundi^  the  2lst  of  June,  six  slight  soldiers,  aHedgiag 
a  warrant  fine  captain  Wallace  their  captain,  to  take  eaimon 
Aue  the  fishers  of  Don,  whilk  were  tane  on  Sunday,  came  with 
six  ereele  on  their  backs,  and  began  to  fill  them  up  widi  saknon 
taken  the  night  before.  Prasmoir,  an  heritor  of  said  water,  ad- 
vertised hereof,  goes  with  bis  brother,  John  Gordon,  takes  back 
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tbe  firiias  phwdered  finie  Urn  and  hk  afeSgUMr%  uidl  CMted 
thorn  eany  tbem  back  in  their  own  eredsy  aod  took  from  tkeae 
aix  beafldy  fellowB  tko  fish  and  oreek. 

Upon  Saturday  the  27th  of  June^  six  drunia  wont  through 
Aberdeen,  eommanding  and  'ehargii^  the  haiH  Jnhahitantg  i» 
htiag  to  the  earl  MarwohalVa  olose,  their  haill  armour,  auch  aa 
awwd,  piatol,  and  all  other  kind  of  amus,  and  ecHmiianded  the 
bailliea  to  go  quarlevly  threi^h  the  town  that  none  ahonld  be 
obeemred.  The  town'a  people  gare  obedienee.  Monro  caused 
take  up  inyentary  of  ilk  man's  ann%  syne  cenmianded  them  to 
ky  down  the  same  within  the  earl  ManschaH'a  close,  or  jrather 
iMmss^  and  ilk  man  to  go  home,  for  he  would  keep  these*  arms 
lor  his  own  use.  The  town's  people  were  passing  sorry  for  be- 
reaving ihem  of  their  arms  by  such  an  uncouth  aight,  few  bur* 
rows  in  Seodand  having  better,  but  no  remead ;  ihey  went  home 
with  patience  porfbroe,  and  forced  to  suflhrihis  abuse  for  drair 
loyalty  to  the  king. 

Now  the  committee  of  estates  had  given  order  to  furnish  out 
through  all  Seodand  a  number  of  raiments  of  rick^nasters,  con- 
sisdng  of  one  hundred  horse  to  ilk  ragiment,  and  he  who  could 
q^end  fifty  dbalders  of  victuals  or  free  rest  of  money,*  to  furnish 
out. one  nekHnaster,  widi  sword,  molol,  carabine,  or  lance,  and 
ta  horse  worth  ei^ty  pound ;  and  siddike  diat  there,  idiould  be 
fWnished  out  •«—  footmen,  widi  all  kind  of  provirioninecessary^ 
•ueh  as  cloaths,  sword,  mnsket,  hagbutt,  spear,  pike,  all  under 
tho  pain  of  phmderiBg-  Ilk  sherifidom  being  particularly  sten^ 
ed  and  valued  ihroagh  die  kingdom,  both  Aberdeensf  were  also 
valued  and  ordained  to  iiumish  out,  (by  and  attour  the  footmen 
that  was  given  before,)  the  linmiture  of  six  riekvnuistenB,  whereof 
die  poor  Oldtown  was  put  tor  two,  whilk  diey  were  unaMe  to  do, 
not  having  so  much  £ree  rent ;-  but  diey  got  about  forty  chalders 
of  victual  and  sSver  rent  out  of:  the  bishop^s  kavil^  consisting  of 
three  coUes  on.'&ewEtsr  of  Don,  and  other  rents  out  of  the 
samen  water,  to  help  to  make  up  this  funiasfaing.  Here  it  is  to 
hi  marked  that  no  AntMeirenanternor  papist  was  thus  vexed  nor 
atented  in  their  land,  goodsy  nor  gear,  but  only  the  Covenanters, 
whilk  bred  suspickm  that  a  greater  evil  was  tobefal  them* 

Upon  Saturday  ther  2Tdi  of  June,  two  hundred  men  with  their 
eornvMnders  past  out  of  Aberdeen.  They  plundered  the  lairds 
<tf  Balbithatt,  Hedderwiek^  and  Lethentie ;  they  brake  up  the 
laird  of  Newton  Gordon's  yetts  and-domrs  of  Newton ;  they  spoil* 
■ied  what  they  oduM  get  unprt  aaide ;  but  finding  litde,  they 
laarbarottsly  brake  down  beds,  boards,  ambries^  and  plenishing 
within  the  house,  syne  plundered  out  of  and  about  these  bounds, 
twelve  horses  fine  the  poor  tenants.  They  plundered  also  the 
laird  of  ?  Brum's  gl-ounds,  himself  lying  wmrded  in  Edhrinirgh, 
iand  took  fxae  his  tenants  about  e^hteen  horse.  They  also  took 
an  honest  man  within  die  same  ground,  called  James  JrvinCf 
alias6caljpevandsk]]ke:MrrAn£eir  Logic,  minister  at  Bain ; 
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UKr.  Jolm  Cliettie,  minister  at  Kintore;  Mr.  William  LeithV 
ttiiiiflter  at  Kinkell ;  Mr.  William  Strachan,  minister  at  Daviot ; 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Walker,  minister  at  Montkeggy.  Thir  five 
ministers  were  taken  as  outstanders ;  they  got  no  liberty  to  ride 
vpon  horses,  but  were  compelled  to  go  on  foot  with  thir  soldiers^ 
who  together  with  their  prey  of  horse  and  goods,  returned  back 
to  Aberdeen  upon  Wednesday  the  first  of  July :  thus  was  this 
poor  country  brought  in  great  misery  by  thir  and  the  like  op^ 
pressions,  without  warrant  of  law  or  justice,  and  expressly  con-' 
trary  to  his  majesty's  former  proclamations. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  last  of  June,  one  of  captain  DalselFs 
soldiers  swimming  for  his  pastime,  was  pitifully  drowned  at  the 
shore  of  Aberdeen ;  and  an,  old  man  of  the  town,  called  James 
Birnie,  webster,  above  threescore  and  twelve  years  of  age,  hear- 
ing of  his  death,  answered,  "  He  wished  all  the  rest  to  go  that 
gate,"  was  shortly  warded  for  these  words ;  syne  rode  the  mare» 
to  his  great  hurt  and  pain.  Thus  none  durst  do  nor  speak  any 
thing  against  them. 

Upon  Thursday  the  2d  of  July,  the  earl  Marischall  returned 
back  to  Aberdeen,  from  the  parliament  holden  in  Edinbui^ 
He  sufiered  the  laird  of  Haddo  to  go  to  Kelly  from  Dunotten 
It  is  true,  he  had  quitted  tfa«  company  of  the  Gordons,  and  ded 
himself  with  the  earl  Marischall,  his  near  cousin,  and  attended  and 
followed  him  south  and  north  at  his  pleasure,  otherwise  he  behov« 
ed  to  suffer  plundering  and  oppression  as  the  rest  of  his  friends 
did.  In  the  mean  time,  it  was  reported  he  fined  him  in  a  thousand 
merks,  and  a  brave  horse  worth  six  hundred  merks,  and  caused 
him  against  his  will  to  pay  the  samen.  The  laird  of  Newton 
Gordon,  seeing  the  world  go  so,  yielded  and  came  in  the  eari 
Marischall's  will,  promising  to  attend  his  service,  in  all  fortunes 
and  against  all  persons,  at  his  command ;  and  because  he  had  no 
other  security,  he  laid  beside  the  earl  his  charter  chest  for  his 
faithful  obedience.  Nevertheless  he  kept  neither  oath  nor  pro- 
mise, as  he  had  promised. 

The  samen  seeond  of  July,  rick-master  Forbes  charged  Old 
Aberdeen  to  make  preparation  for  lodging  and  entertaining  one 
hundred  horsemen  in  meat  and  drink  and  in  stables,  for  payment, 
except  their  beds ;  but  the  Lord  looked  down  upon  the  miserable 
oppressions  of  this  town,  unable  to  sustain  themselves  fne  cold 
and  hunger,  and  delivered  them  from  this  oppression  by  the  good- 
ness of  Marischall  and  Monro,  who  hearkened  to  a  supplication 
given  in  by  an  old  townman,  and  incontinent  caused  them  all 
to  be  had  over  to  New  Aberdeen,  there  to  be  quartered  that  samen 
night. 

Friday  the  3d  of  July,  there  were  numbered  and  heard  upon 
the  cawsey  of  Aberdeen  about  twenty-eight  shots  of  cannon,  in 
a  sea  fight  about  the  Cove,  betwixt  a  stranger  gr«at  war  ship  and 
two  little  Scottish  barks,  which  were  chased  in  among  the  craigs 
of  the  Cove,  where  the  great  ship  durst  not  f<dlow  them,  and 
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'thffralSMn  sbot  to  hbvB  sunk  them.  The  barks  landed  a  n&anj 
wlio  hastily  came  to  Aberdeen,  declaring  their  danger  to  Monro, 
ennriiig  his  aid  and  assistance,  who  incontinent  directed  captain 
Dalzell  with  fifty-^ight  soldiers  musketeers.  They  went  over 
4he  water  by  Torrie,  and  Maribchali  goes  himself  to  see  this 
sport.  The  sfaipman  told  that  he  feared  the  enemy  to  board  their 
ships  by  boats,  and  spoil  all  their  goods^  to  prevent  this  danger, 
he  convoys  them  secretly  under  the  scoiig  of  a  rock,  to  attend  if 
any  of  their  boats  would  loose,  but  none  came,  so  she  left  tbir 
two  Scottish  ships  in  the  crsigs,  and  goes  to  sea.  Dalsell  're- 
turns back  to  Aberdeen,  and  the  two  barks  wins  away ;  but  the 
Covenanters  were  somewhat  dashed  at  the  noise  of  their  eannoosi 
till  the  matter  was  declared. 

Marischall,  upon  the  4th  of  July  rode  down  to  Kelly,  where 
he  stayed  with  his  cousin  the  burd,  till  Monro  took  gate  to 
Strathboggie. 

Sunday  the  5th  of  July,  a  fast  was  solemnly  kept  till  five 
hours  at  even  in  New  (but  not  in  Old)  Aberdeen,  praying  for 
peace;  and  that  samen  night  about  ten  hours  at  even,  major 
Abnro  begins  to  march  from  Aberdeen  towards  Strathboggie. 
<He  had  about  eight  hundred  men,  whereof  there  were  some 
town's  men,  and  six  putters  w  short  pieces  of  ordnance^  and 
thus  he  marches  that  night  to  Kintore,  where  the  eiurl  Marischall 
met  him  with  some  company.  In  Monro's  absence,  colonel 
Alexander,  master  of  Forbes,  had  orders  with  some  few  soldiers 
to  keep  Aberdeen.  Monday,  frae  Kintore  they  march  to  Hart- 
hill,  whose  ground  they  spoilzied  pitifully,  himself  lying  ward- 
ed in  Edinburgh.  Tuesday,  th^y  march  to  GairntuUie,  and  did 
the  like  spoilzie  there.  Wednesday,  they  march  thence,  and  on 
Thursday  the  9th  of  July,  they  came  to  Strathboggie,  and  by  the 
way  as  they  came,  they  took  horse,  nolt,  sheep,  and  kine,  driv- 
•ihem  all  the  way  before  them,  slew  and'  eat  at  their  pleasure. 
-They  brake  up  girnels  wherever  they  came,,  to  furnish  them- 
sdves  bread;  thus  coming  after  this  manner  to  Strathboggie, 
the  first  thing  they  entered  to  do  was  hewing  down  the  pleasant 
■planting  about  Stradibo^e,  to  be  huts  for  the  scddiers  to  sleep 
in  on  the  night,  whereby  the  haill  camp  was  well  provided  in 
huts.  The  marquis  of  Huntly  being  absent  himself  in  England, 
Marischall  sends  to  his  good-dame's  sister,  the  marchioness  of 
-Huntly,  to  render  the  keys  of  Strathbc^gie,  herself  dwelling  in 
the  Bqg,  whilk  she  willingly  obeyed;  then  they  fell  to  meddle 
with  the  meal  girnels,  whereof  there  was  store  within  that  place, 
took  in  the  office^houses,  began  shortly  to  bake,  brew,  and  make 
ready  good  chear,  and  when  they  wanted,  took  in  beef,  mutton, 
iben,  capon,  and  such  like,  out  of  Gienfiddich  and  Auchendown, 
wbere  the  country  people  had  transported  their  bestial  and  store, 
of  purpose  out  of  the  way  from  the  bounds  of  Strathboggie,  So 
they  wanted  not  good  entertainment  for  a  little  pains. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  notable  limmar,  seeing  the  world  go  s«s 
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hnke  loose,  called  also  John  Dagar,  an  Ughlaocl'  rog«tf  and 
fell  to  in  his  sort  of  pi  nndering  likewise ;  he  -sfeole»  reft,  and 
ipoilaied  out  of  the  sheriffdom  of  Murray,  a  great  number  at 
country  people^s  horse,  nolt,  kine,  and  sheep,  and  brought  tbem 
without  rescue  to  the  fields  of  Auchendown,  where- he  was  feed- 
ing them  peacesUy.  Monro  hearing  of  this,  sends  out  lieb- 
master  Forbes,  with  good  horsemen  and  twenty-^fonr  musheteen, 
to  bring  back  thir  goods  out  of  Anohoidnwii  frae  this  robber 
thereof;  hot  John  Dugar  stoutly  bade  them,  and  defended  bis 
prey  manfully.  Monro  then-  commanded  than  to  charge  them 
on  homebaek, .  whiUc -also  they  bade,  till  they  shot  all  thmr  guns, 
syne- fled  all  away,  and  Forbes  followed  no  more,  but  ledumed 
back,  whereat  Monro  was  angry,  seeing  he  did  not  follow  and 
take  those  limmars.  He  answered,  it  was  not'  riding-ground. 
The  laird  of  Auchendown  being  within  the  place  with  about  fomr 
hundred  of  his  friends  and  others,  who  fled  to  the  samea.  aa  a 
atroDg  hol4  for  refdgCj  seeing  this  pell-mell  betwixt  John  Dogar 
and  thir  soldiers^  issued  out  o{  the  place  about  sixteen  horse,  :aad 
set  upon  'rick-master  Forbes^-  betwixt  whom  was  somebickecisg 
without  great  skaitik  Monro  with -more  number  of  men  eomse 
forward  to  this  guise^  -and  Anchendown  was  forced  to  flee  back -jto 
the  place  with  no  skaith.  -Monro  pursued  not  the. houses  fiodiag 
it  diificttlt  to  conquest,  but  shortly  fell  to  plvndmng,  and  OKt  di 
thir  bounds  took  Dogar^s  goodsand  others,,  above  two.  thousand 
five  hundred Jiorse,  nolt,  and  kine,  with' a  great  nnmbsv.ef 
sheep,  and  brsiught  them  vrith  him  to  Strathb<^gie,  and  were 
fl!old  by  the  soldiers  to  the  owners  back-  again  £i^  a  mevk.  ibe 
sheep,  and  a  dollar  the  nolt,  but  still  kept  the  horse  nnooUL 
Shortly  thereafter  the  viaee  of  Auchendown  was.  wittingly,  mi^ 
dered)  the  men  within  left  the  same 'desolate,  and  the  keystwsve 
delivered  to  Monro.  Forbes  took  for  his  part  of'this  spoilme^ 
about  sixty  head  of  nolt,  and  sent  them  to  be  fed  upon  theJboondB 
of  Dyee^  bis  good-brother's  lands.  Monro  hearii^  of  this^  eom- 
pelted  him  to  bring  back  the  same  nolt  free  S^ce  to  Straths 
boggle,  and  to  sell  them  to  the  owners  with  the  rest,  and  ilis«»- 
after  worthily  cashiered  him  for  his  feeble  service,  in  not  fol- 
lowing Dogar  more  closely  than  he  did. 

In  the  mean  time^  Marischall's  men,  who  were  plundered,  by 
the  Gordons,  and  their  company  at  Straehim)  Kintossy  tand 
Hallforest,  as  ye  have  before,  soundly  repaid  theaMelrea-afe  their 
own  hand  with  interest^  without  making  of  price. '  So  one  good 
turn  meets  another. 

But  before  Forbes  was  cashiered^  he  proved  truly' stent  in<  on^ 
piece,  whilk  was  at  Monro's  command.  He  went  to-MostUehy 
took  his  near  cousin  Mr.  William  Forbes,  ministec  tliMnre,  and 
brought  him  per  force  to  Strathboggie,  where  Monvo  kept  ham 
tHl  he  paid  a  fiue  of  six  hundred  merks,  syne  got  leave  heme^ 
Thus  Forbes  with  a  party  of  soldiers  did  to  his  near  consin^  who 
was  doing  no  harm,  but  sitting  peaceably  in  his  own  honse^  fear- 
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teg  B«:  trooble.  Hie  marqaig  with  his  three  sens  hmag  ahsGiit^ 
and  out  of  the  country,  and  having  no  head  nor  captain  left 
BMXwag  hie  friends,  they  at  last  resolve  to  yield  and  let  this  storm 
pass ;  so  both  barons,  gentlemen,  and  others  able  for  service, 
came  in  and  undertake  service  to  go  with  Marisehall  to  the 
Bowl-road ;  such  as  were  unable  were  plundered  by  the  purser 
and  forced  to  furnish  able  men ;  but  neither  work-horse  nor  sad- 
dle hwse  was  left  ab^ut  Strathboggie,  but  either  the  owner  was 
forced  to  buy  his  own  horses,  or  let  them  go  for  serving  of  the 
army ;  their  muskets,  swords,  pistols,  hagbutts,  and  other 
arms,  pitifully  plundered  frae  them,  wherever  Monro  or  his 
soldiers  could  get  trial  of  them.  The  lady  marquis  sent  to 
Monro  fifty  golden  angels  to  buy  him  a  horse  with,  because  she 
had  not  a  worth  saddle  horse  to  send  to  him,  as  he  desired  her 
to  do. 

Upon  Monday  the  13th  of  July,  there  was  great  bickering  be- 
twixt the  castle  of  Edinburgh  and  the  town.  Ten  town's  sol- 
diers were  slain  at  the  entry  of  the  outer  gate,  and  other  ten 
slain  within  the  entry  gate,  and  their  dead  bodies  thrown  over 
the  castle  wall,  to  the  great  terror  of  the  town's  people,  besides 
many  others  sore  hurt,  occasioned,  as  was  reported,  for  hanging 
a  man  called  Baxter,  for  convoying  a  pacquet  of  letters  (sent 
frae  the  king)  to  the  captain  of  the  castle ;  but  his  death  was 
fully  revenged  by  the  castelians. 

Ye  heard  before  how  certain  ministers  were  summoned  to  com- 
pear before  a  committee  holden  at  Aberdeen  the  7th  of  July :  so 
this  committee  was  holden,  where  Mr.  John  Forbes,  parson  of 
Auchterless,  was  deposed; — ^Mr.  John  Ross,  minister  at  Birse'; 
Mr.  Richard  Maitland,  minister  at  Chapel  of  Garioch ;  doctor 
Sibbald,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  Andrew  Logic,* 
minister  at  Rain,  with  some  others,  were  suspended  frae  preach- 
ing till  the  third  day  of  the  next  general  assembly.  Doctor  For- 
bes of  Corse  and  doctor  Scroggie  were  both  attending,  yet  none 
of  them  called  for  at  this  time,  except  doctor  Scroggie,  who  with 
the  rest  was  also  suspended. 

Wednesday  the  8th  of  July,  a  committee  was  held  in  the 
King's  College  of  Old  Aberdeen  by  lord  Fraser,  the  master  of 
Forbes,  the  laird  of  Frendraught,  Mr.  James  Forbes  of  Haugh- 
ton,  and  some  others,  for  ordering  the  members  thereof,  but 
there  was  nothing  done,  all  being  continued  to  the  next  general 
assembly. 

About  this  time,  Alexander  Lindsay,  some  time  of  Vane,  and 
Robert  Keith,  sheriff-depute  of  the  Meams,  great  guiders  of  the 
earl  Marisehall,  alledging  them  to  have  power  from  the  tables, 
and  constitute  commissars  for  uplifting  of  the  rents  of  the  bishop** 
rick  of  Aberdeen  frae  the  tenants  and  vassals  thereof,  upon; 
Thursday  the  9th  of  July,  caused  charge  the  feuers  of  Old  Abet-' 
deen  to  make  payment  of  their  feu-duties  for  the  three  last  tek'ms, 
upon  their  discharge,  under  the  pain  of  plundering.     This  tm- 
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couth  ehsaige  was  heartily  obeyed,  and  in  th^ir  nftfneB-pMd  U 
George  Middleton. 

Right  aua  order  wae  given  oat  for  meddling  with  the  kiag'e 
own  proper  rents ;  they  Uplifted  the  earl  of  Traquair's  rente,  ex* 
oept  five  thousand  merks  allotted  to  his  lady  to  lite  upon,  not 
widdn  her  own  bousei  hut  within  the  king's  pal!»ce  of  Dalkeith. 

The  earl  of  Fmdlater  had  likewise  order  to  uplift  the  laird  of 
BanflPs  haill  rents,  who  oversaw  not  that  business ;  having  do 
good  will' at  Banff. 

Mr.  *  Robert  Farquhar  was  made  commissary^  and  Walter 
Cochran  his  depute,  for  uplifting  of  the  tenths  and  twentieths 
throngh  the  haiU  sheriffdom  of  the  Mearns,  Aberdeen,  and  Banff, 
for  the  which  they  had  betwixt  them  of  monthly  f^e  three  hun- 
dred merks.  Attoor,  both  Aberdeens  were  charged,  under  the 
pain  of  plundering,  to  subscribe  a  bond,  whereby  ilk  man  should 
submit  himself,  his  life,  lands,  goods,  and  gear,  to  the  earl 
Marischall,  according  to  a  power  granted  by  the  tables  to  him.,  • 

Friday  the  10th  of  July,  a  Spanish  frigate  happened  tooometo 
onr  bulwark.  Colonel  master  of  Forbes,  now  in  Monro's  place* 
governor  of  Aberdeen,  directs  down  a  commander  with  some 
soldiers  to  try  what  she  was.  The' captain  desires  (upon  assur- 
aace  of  safe  return)  to  come  on  shore,  whilk  he  with  seven  of 
hts  men  did,  but  shortly  (under  trust)  they  are  apprehended  and 
brought  per  force  up  to  the  town,  and  there  demanded  what  was 
their  errand.  They  answered,  they  had  a  pass  frae  their  master 
the  'king  of  Spain ;  they  believed  they  might  come  in  safety  here, 
because  of  peace  standing  betwixt  their  master  and  our  king,  and 
if  «'they  got  any  wrong,  Aberdeen  should  pay  for  it.  But '  the 
master  of  Forbes  most  unjustly  and  unmercifi:dly  caused  pot  thir 
sittyipoor  straAgers  within  tb^  tolbooth,  where  they  lived  in  great 
nisery.'  '  The  frigate  seeing  no  return  of  their  men,  quickly  takes 
tiie  eea,  leaving  them  in  ward,  whereat  the  colonel  was  sorry 
that she<  should  have  escaped  without  searching,  which  was  very 
hard  'to^do^  being  a  frigate  of  war.  Thir  poor  strangers  were 
almost  hungered  to  death,  they  cry  out  lamentably  at  the  tol- 
booth windows  against  this  undeserved  cruelty,  saying,  what  evil 
had'  they  done  ?  put  them  to  a  trial,'  and  either  set  them  at 
liberty  or  take  their  lives,  rather  th^i  tortnent  them  with  hun- 
ger; but  no  hearing  at  all.  The  merchants  perceiving  this  hor- 
xibler' cruelty,  contributed  among  theknselves  to  help  to  sustain 
them  in  some  better  sort.  Now  happened  some  soldiers  to  come 
to  the  town,  and  devised  to  ly  in  the  tolbooth,  whereupon  the 
SMniarde'  are  removed  and  warded  in  the  correction-house^ 
wnere^they  remained  miserably,  while  the  27th  of  August,  wbiUc 
day  fit^  escaped-  and  fled  away  to  Leith ;  the  other  three  went 
with^Monro  and  his  regiment  to  the  south.  This  brave  piece  of 
aerviee  npras  acted  thus  by  the  colood,  drawing  on  expenees  upon 
the  town's  merchants,  to  sustain  innocent  captives,  who  had) 
burden  enough  with  the  soldiers  that  Were  in  the  town. 
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.  Saturday  tlie  llthof  July,  captain. Middleton  eamewitb. about 
fliglitgr  soldiers  out  of  the  Meams  to  New  Aberdeen,  where  they 
were  quartered ;  his  order  was  to  take  and  apprehend  such  pei^ 
sons  as  would  not  subscribe  to  the  earl  Manschall.  Alexander 
Lindsay  and  Robert  Keith,  oommissaries  foresaid,  oonTeenad 
about  fifty-six  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  .who  had  atood.  out,  and 
had  not  subscribed  thia  band:  but  this  people  with  the  xest 
yielded  and  gave  obedience;  others,  such  as  Gilbert. iHaryie^ 
Walter  Morisoo, '  and  James  Innes, .  refused,  who  inoontsaent 
are  taken  by  captain  Middleton,  warded  in  skipper  AadenMHi^a 
house,  and  watched  by  a  party,  of  soldiers,  thinking  to  transport 
them  south  to  the.  tables.  >  They  seeing  this,  yield  and.  subseribe^ 
and  so  did  the  haill  town  that  were  residing  at  home  unflad  and 
gone  away.  Middleton  thereafter  goes  back  with  his  company 
to  the  Meams. 

-  Sunday  the  12th  of  July,  no  preaching  nor  prayers  here  in 
Old  Aberdeen  (though  the  people  were  coaveened)  through.  Dr. 
Seroggie's  suspension  from  preaching,  nor  i^ver  preached  at.  this 
kirk  after  this  Sunday,  because  he  was  simpliciter  diseluu^ged 
and  deprived. 

Thissamen  Sunday,  the  lady.  Pitmedden,  the  goodwife  of 
Iden,  Mr.  William  Lumsdeaand  his  wife,.  Alexander  Q>llioson» 
with  some  others,  were  excommunicate  in  both  kirks  of  New 
Aberdeen,  being  all  papists. 

.  Monday  die  I3th  of  July,  the  earl  Manschall  earns  back  fcae 
tibe  camp  at  Strathboggie  to  Aberdeen,  where. upon  the  mom 
Mr.  James  Baird,  advocate,  met  him.  He  was  directed. by  the 
tables  to  attend  the  earl,  and  to  advise  him  in  matters  question<* 
able,  the  earl  being  but  young.  Now  the  haill  wives  of  suek 
burgesses  as  were  lying  warded  ii^  Edinburgh,  fearia^  more 
trouble,  began  to- shift  their  ffoods,  and  lay  aside  their  plenishp 
ing^  fearing  all  to  be  taken  from  them.  But  Mr.  James  Baird 
pmnfied  their  humour,,  caused  bring  back  their  goods,  and  pro* 
mised  they  should  incur  no  danger,  as  indeed  they  did  not. 
.  Upon  'Tuesday  the  14th  of  July,  charge  and  strait  direction 
tvas  given  by  tuck  of  drum  throcigh  boUi  Aberdeens,  that  .no 
man  shoidd  take  on  with  whatsomever  colonel  or  captain,  while 
first  Marischairs  regiment  should  be  complete,  whereby  both 
Aberdeens  were  heavily  vexed. 

.  Wednesday  the  15th  of  July,  doctor  Scroggie's  house  was 
taken  in  by  a  party  of  soldiers  out  of  Mariscball^s  regiment;,  they 
sore  served  one  night ;  on  the  morrow,  they  got  five  dollars,  layne 
semoved,  bat  himself  went  over  upon  the  morrow,  paid  six  hopir* 
dred  merks  to  the  earl  Marischali  for  a  protection  to  the.  next 
general  assembly,  and  so  he  lives  in  peacefor  a  while. 
'  Monro  was.  resolved  to  go  and  see  the  bishop,  and  .hoase  of 
Spynie;  be  takes  three  hundred  musketeers  with  him,  with,  poi- 
iars,  and.  some  pieeea  of  ordnance,  with,  all  otiMr  .things  •aaoea* 
aary,  and  leaves  the  rest  of  his  repment  behind  him,  -Ijing  at 
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Stratliboggie»  abiding  his  return.  By  the  Tray  he  fras  met  by 
sundry  barons  and  gentlemen  of  the  country,  who  convoyed  him 
to  the  place  of  Spynie.  The  bishop  of  Murray,  (beyond  the  ex- 
pectation of  many)  came  forth  of  the  place,  and  spake  with 
Monro,  and  presently  without  more  ado,  upon  Thursday  the  i6th 
of  July,  renders  the  house  well  furnished  with  meat  and  muni- 
tion :  he  delivers  the  keys  to  Monro,  who,  with  some  soldiers, 
enters  the  house,  and  received  good  entertainment;  thereafter 
Monro  meddles  with  the  haill  arms  within  the  place,  plundered 
the  bishop's  riding  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle,  but  did  no  more 
injury,  nor  plundered  any  other  thing  within  or  without  the 
house.  He  removed  all  except  ^  the  bishop  and  his  wife  and 
bairns,  and  some  servants,  to  remain  under  the  guard  of  a  cap- 
tain, lieutenant,  and  twenty-four  musketeers,  whom  he  ordered 
to  keep  that  house,  while  further  orders  came  frae  the  tables, 
and  to  live  upon  the  rents  of  the  bishopriok,  and  no  wise  to 
trouble  the  bishop's  household,  provision,  nor  to  be  burdenable 
to  him.  The  bishop  used  the  commanders  most  kindly,  eating 
at  his  own  table,  and  the  soldiers  were  sustained  according  to 
direction  foresaid. 

Monro  liaving  gotten  this  strong  strength  thus  beyond  his  ex- 
pectation, with  so  little  pains,  whilk  was  neither  for  scant  nor 
want  given  over,  he  returns  back  again  to  Strathboggie  trium- 
phantly, beginning  where  be  left,  to  plunder  horse  and  armour, 
and  to  fine  every  gentleman,  yeoman,  herd  and  herdsman  that 
had  any  money,  without  respect,  whilk  obediently  withotit  any 
show  of  resistance  was  done,  and  paid  besides  their  tenths  and 
twentieths  which  they  were  liable  in  payment  to  the  commissaries^ 
as  occasion  oifered.  Thus  he  spoil zied  and  plundered  all,  and 
kept  the  monies  fast,  not  paying  his  soldiers,  as  became  him^ 
they  living  only  upon  meat  and  drink  without  wages,  whilk  bred 
a  murmuring  amongst  them ;  but  Monro  quickly  pacified  them 
by  killing  the  principal  murmurers,  and  one  seditious  person 
with  his  own  hand,  whereat  the  rest  became  afraid. 
.  It  is  said  about  this  time,  by  instigation  of  the  earl  of  Findlater, 
Harry  Gordon  of  Glassaugh,  (being  the  earl's  cousiu'^rman) 
his  ground  was  spoilzied  and  plundered,  his  place  of  Glassac^h 
abused,  his  goods  taken  out  of  Aultmore,  himself  with  his  two 
sons  narrowly  escaped ;  done  by  Monro's  soldiers  by  instigation 
foresaid.  Thus  at  Strathboggie  lies  Monro  while  the  10th  of 
August. 

Sunday  the  19th  of  July,  Mr.  David  Leech,  minister  at  Logie^ 
a  principal  outstander  and  gainstander  of  the  covenant,  and  who 
had  left  his  church  and  gone  into  England,  returns  home,  be- 
comes penitent,  and  the  foresaid  Sunday  he  preached*  in  Old 
Aberdeen  a  penitential  sermon,  directed  by  our  church,  whilk 
that  day  was  not  found  satisfactory ;  therefore  he  was  once  iq;aiii 
ordained  to  preach  upon  the  14th  of  September  another  peniten* 
tial  sermon  m  the  kirk  of  New  Aberdeen,  whilk  he  did,  and  was 
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found  satisiSMStoryt  whereupon  he  was  Idndly  received  to  hft 
church  and  charge,  whilk  he  was  loath  to  want,  and  therefore 
yielded  first* 

The  foresaid  Sunday,  there  came  to  the  road  of  Aberdeen  a 
Scottish  ship,  well  loaded  with  powder,  ball,  musket,  cartow, 
and  other  armour,  brought  frae  Holland,  intending  for  Leith, 
but  she  espying  a  great  ship  lying  at  anchor,  and  taking  her  to 
be  one  of  the  king's  ships  waiting  upon  her,  she  took  no  anchor, 
but  swiftly  sailed  about  the  nook  to  Montrose,  disloadened  her 
burden,  whilk  the  estates,  as  was  reported,  would  not  suffer  to 
be  brought  about  by  sea,  but  by  land  only,  for  fear  of  danger, 
because  Edinburgh  stood  in  great  need  of  such  provision. 
'  A  little  before  this  time,  viz.  upon  Tuesday  the  14th  of  July, 
Alexander  Gordon  of  Prasmoir  was  taken  by  a  party  of  Maris- 
chairs  soldiers  out  of  his  own  house  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  had 
to  the  town  in  quiet  manner,  where  Marischall  fined  him  in 
two  thousand  merks;  but  upon  condition  that  he  should  go  with 
him  to  the  Bowl-road  he  should  be  free,  and  so  he  came  back  to 
his  own  house,  whereat  the  Oldtown  was  well  content.  He  rode 
south  with  Marischall  once  upon  bis  own  expences,  but  never 
more,  so  wan  free  of  fine  and  going  to  the  Bowl-road. 

Monday  the  20th  of  July,  Marischall  came  to  the  Oldtown, 
and  commanded  the  baillies  to  take  out  of  their  town  twenty 
soldiers,  and  deliver  them  to  one  of  his  officers,  called  Sir  John 
Douglas,  to  help  to  make  up  his  regiment,  with  eight  score 
pounds  in  money  for  their  forty  days  of  loan ;  whilk  for  plain 
fear  they  were  forced  to  do,  being  poor  silly  bodies.  Then  the 
Oldtown  is  commanded  to  furnish  them  arms ;  they  said  thdr 
arms  were  plundered  frae  them  by  the  master  of  Forbes  and 
Craigievar,  so  they  had  none  to  furnish ;  then  it  was  spefa*ed 
with  what  arms  they  served  the  lord  Aboyn,  they  said  with  the 
king's  arms  furnished  by  the  laird  of  Cluny,  who  had  received 
them  back  again ;  whereupon  letters  were  direct,  commanding 
Cluhy  to  return  them  back  to  the  Oldtown  soldiers,  but  Cluny 
was  not  at  home.  Auchterfowl  made  answer,  these  arms  were 
long  ago  had  to  Auchindown,  but  for  eschewing  of  further  trial 
he  sent  in  six  muskets;  there  were  seven  taken  out  of  the 
college,  belonging  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  and  other  seven 
furnished  by  commissary  Farquhar,  at  MarischalPs  command. 
Thus  were  the  Oldtown  soldiers  armed,  and  the  town  wan  free. 
Thus  they  opprest  Old  Aberdeen,  by  and  attour  the  fumishiilg 
of  other  five  soldiers,  and  a  rick-master,  as  ye  heard  before. 

Wednesday  the  22d  of  July,  the  burgesses  of  New  Aberdeen, 
who  had  subscribed  MarischaH's  submissive  band,  were  cruelly 
^ed  by  himself  in  their  goods,  and  ilk  man  compelled  to  make 
paym^it  that  saitten  day  in  real  money  of  their  fines  to  Maris^' 
ohall  himself,  being  present.  Thus  is  that  noble  burgh  daily 
\  and  more  vexed  by  slight  and  by  might;  but  surely  God' 
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deli v0rdivOld  Aberdeen  ^frae  Aisiwsou]^^  and  none  fiaedin  ik 
grdfttivpon  this  ^obmigsiTe  band. 

Ye  heard  before,  how  the  goodman  of  Harthill  was  wunM  in 
New  HUbetdeen.  Now  looking  out  at  the  lolbcioth' windows,  he 
lulled  out  against  some  boiiest  men,  wirikiog  iiaent  libe  tolbooth, 
wliereupon  they  fetteced  him  fast,  that  he  dbonld  not  eome  dear 
the  window ;  and  fastened  his  foot  in  a  cbain^  giving  him  liberty 
to  waHc  np  and  down,  but  not  near  the  tolbooth  windows;  be* 
sides  he  was  tormented  with:  hunger,  for  be  got  not  his  filtof 
food,  whilk  bred  in  him  aeort  of  madness,  wi^out  risgard.to  bis 
place  or  person.  Now  somewtial^  sieidy,  ■•  he  is  sitraitly  kept  for  a 
little  oflEence. 

.'  Mr.  Matthew  Lumsdcsi,  commissioner  for  Aberdeen  to  the 
eonventioti  of  burrows  holdeo  at  Irvine,  returned  home,  bringw 
ing  with  him  a  pacquet  to  the  earl  Marischall,ldireeted  from,  the 
tables,  desiring  him  not  to  use  the  town  of  Abeiideen  who  had 
subscribed  the  band  rigorously,  soeh  as  were  friends  to- the  good 
eiiuse,  but  to  use  such  as  wereicnown  enemies  io  the  good  ctase, 
at  his  liking.  After  the  receipt  of  thir  letters,  Marisehail  desired 
the  town  to  make  out  a  list  of  six  persons,  the  best  men  in  the 
town  for  knowledge,  and  out  of  tlds  six  he  should  <^oose  two» 
who  shoiild  behold  and  sise  his  proceeding^,  and  by  whose  ^ad^ce 
he  shotild  fine  or  absolve.  Out  of  4hir  six  he  drew  out  Mr.  Robert 
Farquhar  and  John  Leslie,  to  sit  and  give  their  advice  in  thir 
aflairs,  whereby  the  inhabitants  fsmd  more  inVour. 

Thursday  the  28d  of  July,  the  laird  of  iElsick  and;  Andrew 
Hampton,  servitor  to  Marisehail,  with  lielitenant  Cnvwner  Mid* 
dleton,  were  by  Marisehail  directed  to  go  to  the  lands  and  baro« 
nies  of  Drum  and  Pitfoddels,  and  there  fence  and  hold  courts 
upon  their  tenants,  and  decern  than  to  pay  their  bygone  daties 
to  Marisehail,  and  take  new  tacks  of  iizm  as  d&miuus  fimM^  and 
withal  to  prepare  men  for  the  Bowl-road.  Thir  poor  tenants 
wanting  tlidr  masters,  Drum' being  lying  in  dw  telbootfa  of 
Edinburgh,  and  Pitfoddels  fled  out  of  the  eeimtry,  as  «n  Anti* 
oorenanter,  know  not  what  to  do,  nor  whom  to*  obey,  yet-foroed 
to  obey  Marisehail. 

'  Saturday  the  35th  of  July,  captain  Kairdwith  about  e^htjf 
soldiers,  footmen  of  colonel  Alexander  master  of  Ferbes*  regi* 
ment,  were  quartered  herein  Old  Aberdeen,  to  lire  npon  the 
tenths  and  twentieths  within  the  colonel's  division  ajqiointed  to 
him  bv  the  tables,  and  not  to  have  free  quarters  within  the  town. 
nk  soldier  had  weekly  given  in  altowance  to  him  thioe  peeks  of 
Bseal,  at  four  shillings  per  peck,  to  sustain  him*  The  captain 
and  other  officers  had  their  sastentation  aIso,  without  any  bnkw 
den  to  the  town.  This  was  the  first  eempaay  that  was  qoariered 
in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  had  no  great  harm  byiAem,  except  in  bed 
rooms,  whilk  was  well  fnmishM  to  the  captain  and  other  officers, 
bat  the  soldiers  lay  in  thcSr  plaids.    This  captain^  triM  nmmm 
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mii.Sofhe0»'te  iikdouwied  Kwrdy  beoanse'when  he  wa«  abojr 
be  wf  Yed  a  IcuEd.  He  wan  a  pretty  soldier  i  he  caused  big  up  k 
pt^  fBare»  at  the  erets  for  punishing  trespassing  soldiers,  ao* 
wording  to  the  dis^Ume  of  war* 

GeiMral  Felt  MMriachal  Leily,  by  advice  of  .oor  Scottish  es« 
taiast-resolvea  to  raise  an  wmj^  and  go  speak  with  the  king  him* 
self  in  FiBglands  sinoe  tbey  ceuU  get  no  pleaeant  answw  to  their 
daily  petilioos. 

Monday  the  27th  of  July,  the  earl  Marischall  with  about  three 
liandsed  faecse  eaine^to  Aberdeen*  Colonel  Alexander  master 
of  Forbes^  came  likewisein  with  bis  regiment ;  such  of  Monro's 
soldiers  as  were- in  the  town  were  sent -to  Str^tbboggie  to  himself^ 
that  eeb»Qel  Forbee'  soldiers  might  get  the  better  quartering,  ba- 
cauee  the  town  was.  unable  to  quarter  them  all. 

Tuesday  the  28th  isi  July,  the  general  assembly  sat  down  in 
ike^  Qmyfriar.kirk  of  Aberdeen,  well  plenished  with  desks  and 
seats  by  the  town,  upon  .their  great  expences,  before  their  in^ 
c^Mning*  Ibe  earls^  Marisdiall  and  Findlater,  the  lord  Fraser, 
the  flMeter  of  Forbes,  with  simdry  barons  and  gentry,  as  ruling 
el4er%  wwe  theve;.  the  Idrk  is  weU  guarded  with  partisans,  and 
tha  dporewell  kept  and  attended. 

Mr.  Andrew  Ramsay^  one  of  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  was 
oImmmsi  moderator.  There  were  sundry  matters  agitated,  and 
then  fwere^Ied  Dr.  Fcnrbes  of  Corse,  Dr.  Scroggie,  minister  at 
Old  Aberdeen,  Dr.  Sibbald,  minister  at  New  Al^rdeen,  Mr.  IUh 
ber^Oi^Tie^  snb-principal  of  the  King^s  College  of  Old  Aberdeen, 
Mr.  AJe^aader  Middleton,  Mr.  Alexander  Garden,  and  Mr.  Alex4 
andev  Soceggje,  the  four  regents,  (the  principal,  Doctor  Lesly 
being  ali^y  deposed,  was  neither  called  nor  summoned,)  Mn 
John  Gregory,  minister  at  Drumoak,  Mr.  Andrew  Logic,  minis^ 
ter  at  Rain,  Mr.  John  Ross,  minister  at  Birse,  Mr  John  Guthrie, 
pavaQ»«f  DaffpSf  in  Murray,  Mr.  Richard  Maitland,  minister  at 
Abercherdet)  and  Mr.  .Alexander  Strachan,  minister  at  Chapel  of 
Gariocb,  .were,  with  diverse  others  of  the  ministry,  summoned  to 
eoniysar  befose  this  general  assembly.  They  are  referred  to  a 
eoynmktee  te  be  holden  in  Marisohairs- bouse,  upon  the  last  of 
Jttl^  kutant,  caUed  the  committee  of  the  general  assembly;  and 
thatrdev  tbere  eenTcened  the  earls  of  Marischall  and  Flndlaters 
tbe«l^d  Fvaser  .and  nohsster  of  Forbes,  and  the  foresaid  Mr.  An* 
dre|r^Bamaay,  moderator^  (to  whom  also  came  upon  tlie  mom  the 
^arl  !0if  Qeaforth,)  members  of  this  committee;  and  being  set  with- 
in th^asrl.Mariflchairs  house,  Mr.  Andrew  Ramsay,  moderator, 
caused  call  the  forenamed  persons;  and  first  he  began  at  Dr. 
Forbee-of  Corse^  and  after  some  queries  aiid  answers,  no  more 
proeesa  past  against  hi«i  at  this  time,  but  was  continued  upon 
good-  hopes. of  his  incoming ;-  but  he  could  be  no  wise  moved  to 
subscribe  the  covenant,  whereupon  he  was  also  deposed  from  the 
phMHi<of-  professor. 

Next,  Uf.  Seroggie  is  accused  for  not  snbscribing  the  covenant; 
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besides,  for  concealing  adalteries  and  some  fomicattons  witfuR 
his  parish,  abstracting  of  the  headmen's  rents  in  Old  Aberdeen^ 
with  some  other  particulars,  maliciously  given  upagniiist  htm; 
and  whereupon  Mr.  Thomas  Sandilands,  commissar,  (his  great 
enemy)  Mr.  Thomas  Lesly  and  Thomas  Mercer,  were  Iwoaght 
in  as  witnesses.  Dr.  Scroggie's  answer  to  ilk  article  was  writteoi 
but  upon  the  Ist  day  of  August  by  this  committee  was  he  de- 
posed, and  simpliciter  deprived,  and  preached  no  more  at  Old 
Aberdeen. 

Dr.  Sibbald  was  next  accused  for  not  subscribing  Uie  covenanti 
and  for  preaching  of  erroneous  doctrine  and  ATmimanism.  His 
papers  were  bronoht  by  some  musketeers,  at  command  of  the 
committee,  out  of  his  own  house,  partly  written  by  himself^  and 
partly  by  umquhile  William  Forbes,  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  which 
were  partly  found  orthodox,  partly  otherwise. 

There  was  also  a  minister  called  Rutherford,  who  happened  to 
be  warded  in  Aberdeen  at  king  James'  command ;  he  iMMiring  Dr. 
Sibbald  at  that  time  preach,  stood  up  and  accused  him  of  Araii- 
nianism ;  but  he  defended  himself.  At  last  he  was  deposed  and 
fled  his  country  with  a  grievous  heart,  and  passed  to  England. 

Next,  Mr.  John  Gregory,  minister  at  Drnmoak  (by  and  attoor 
his  being  fined  in  one  thousand  merks,  as  ye  have  before)  is  de- 
posed; Air.  Andrew  Logic  also  deposed,  with  doctor  Leslie, 
Jrincipal,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Scroggie,  younger,  regent;  Mr. 
ohn  Koss,  minister  at  Birse,  comes  in  and  offers  to  subscribe 
the  covenant,  with  heart  and  hand ;  he  is  received  and  enjoined 
to  preach  so  many  penitential  sermons,  thereafter  to  be  received 
at  his  own  kirk  again.  Mr.  John  Guthrie,  Mr.  Richard  Mait- 
'  land,  Mr.  Alexander  Strachan,  and  some  others,  upon  hope  of 
yielding,  are  continued.  This  committee  of  the  general  assembly 
then  dissolved. 

At  this  assembly,  Dr.  Barron's  wife  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
by  a  party  of  musketeers  out  of  his  own  house  in  Strathisla, 
with  her  husband's  papers,  whilk  being  seen  by  the  assembly, 
were  not  found  sound.  There  was  also  brought  there  a  misnve 
letter  directed  by  the  bishop  of  Canterbury  to  the  said  umqvlnle 
Dr.  Barron,  with  two  other  missives  directed  to  him  and  om- 
quhile  Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  by  the  bishop  of  Ross,  all  tending  to 
the  maintenance  of  Arminianism,  promising  therefore  reward, 
and  withal  willing  them  to  cause  Raban  imprint  in  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  some  passages  of  Arminianism,  whilk  letters 
and  papers  they  carried  with  them,  and  suffered  the  gentlewoman 
to  go. 

Monday  the  3d  of  August,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  by  a  vokie  of 
the  general  assembly,  is  ordained  to  be  translated  from  New** 
bottle  to  Aberdeen,  to  serve  at  the  kirk  thereof;  but  he  went 
first  preaching  to  general  Leslie's  camp  at  Newcastle. 

Wednesday  the  5th  of  August,  the  earl  of  Seaforth,  the  master 
of  Forbes,  Mr.  John  Adamson,  principal  of  the  college  of  Bdin* 
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baifb,  WiUiMii  Beid,  burgess  diere,  Dr.  Guild,  doctor  of  th« 
King^s  College  of  Old  Aberdeen,  with  some  <|tber  barons  and 
gendemen,  held  a  committee  at  the  said  King's  College,  where 
Sir.  James  Sandilands  (before  discharged  from  being  canonist) 
is  now  made  eivilist.  Loath  to  want  all,  therefore,  they  came  all 
riding  up  the  gate  to  St.  Maohar's  kirk,  ordained  our  blessed 
Lord  Jesus  Chris%his  arms  to  be  cut  out  of  the  fore  front  of  the 
ttidpit  thereof,  and  to  take  down  the  portraiture  of  the  blessed 
Virgin  Mary  and  our  Saviour  in  her  arms,  that  had  stood  since 
Ike  up*patttng  thereof,  in  curious  work,  under  the  ceiling  at  the 
west  end  of  the  pend  whereon  the  great  steeple  stands,  unmoved 
till  now ;  and  gave  order  to  colonel  master  of  Forbes  to  see  this 
dme,  whilk  with  all  diligence  he  obeyed;  and  besides,  where 
Ihere  were  any  crucifixes  set  in  glass  windows,  those  he  caused 
pull  ofit  in  honest  men's  houses.  He  caused  a  mason  strike  out 
Christ's  arms  in  hewn  work,  on  each  end  of  bishop  Gavin  Dun- 
bar's tomb,  and  sicklike  chizel  out  the  name  of  Jesus,  drawn 
.cypher  ways,  out  of  the  timber  wall  on  the  foreside  of  Machar's 
isle,  anent  the  consistory  door;  the  crucifix  on  the  Oldtown 
cross  was  thrown  down ;  the  crucifix  on  the  Newtown  closed  up, 
being  loath  to  break  the  stone;  the  crucifix  on  the  west  end  of 
St.  Nicholas  church  in  New  Aberdeen  thrown  down,  whilk  was 
never  touched  before.  But  this  diligent  master  of  Forbes  kept 
not  place  longtime  thereafter,  but  was  shortly  cashiered;  and, 
after  diverse  fortunes,  at  last  he  with  his  lady  went  to  Holland. 

Now  there  was  diverse  and  sundry  acto  made  at  the  general 
assembly,  which  is  referred  to  their  own  book.  James  Murray, 
fleryitor  to  Mr.  Archibald  Johnston,  was  substitute  clerk  to  this 
general  as^mbly.  Among  the  rest  of  their  acts  it  was  ordained^ 
that  prayers  should  be  made  at  all  parish  churches  within  Scot- 
land for  the  good  and  happy  success  of  the  army,  then  raising 
to  go  into  England  to  speak  with  the  king. 

They  indicted  a  new  general  assembly  to  be  holden  at  St.  An- 
drew's, the  third  Tues&y  of  July  next,  1641;  thereafter  dis- 
solved, and  ilk  ane  went  a  sundry  gate,  who  had  many  blessings 
following  them  for  eating  and  destroying  of  the  poor  labourera^ 
corns  about  the  town,  with  their  ill-attended  horses,  whereof 
they  had  little  r^^rd. 

Sunday  the  9th  of.  August,  doctor  Guild  preached  before  and 
after  no<m  in  Old  Aberdeen.  Mr.  Robert  Ogilvie,  sub-principal, 
publickly  sitting  in  Alexander  Gordon  of  Prasmoir*s  desk,  as  he 
was  ordained  by  the  presbytery,  subscribed  the  covenant  after 
forenoon's  sermon.  Prayer  was  made  by  doctor  Guild  for  the 
king,  and  also  for  good  success  to  the  army  going  to  the  king ; 
idbeit  at  his  first  subscribii^  of  the  covenant  it  was  with  limita- 
tion, and  though  he  wrote  a  pamphlet  against  rising  in  arms. 

Monday,  the  10th  of  August,  seven  score  burgesses,  craftsmen 
and  apprentices,  were  pressed  and  taken  per  force,  to  help  to  fill 
up  Marischall's  regiment,  to  go  to  general  Lesly.    The  honest 
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men  <rf  the  town^  wondering  at  this  manifold  oppression,  fled, 
took  fisher  boats  and  went  to  the  sea»  lurking  about  the  craigs 
of  Downy  till  the  storm  past. 

The  samen  day,  Monro  lifts  his  eamp  frae  Strathb<^gie,  sends 
back  the  haill  keys  to  the  lady  marchioness,  without  doing  any 
offence  or  deed  of  wrong  to  that  stately  palaee;  but  they  among  the 
rest  took  mickle  bleached  cloath,  in  whole  web«,  bleaching  up  and 
down  Strathboggie  ground,  whereof  thwe  uses  there  yearly  to  be 
plenty,  and  would  hang  them  over  the  walls  of  the  juace  to  dry, 
to  the  great  hurt  of  the  poor  country  people.  Monro  had  lyen 
there  with  his  army  frae  the  9th  of  July  to  this  10th  of  August, 
when  they  lifted  their  camp.  They  set  all  their  lodges  on  fire, 
they  toomed  out  what  was  left  unspent  within  the  giraels,  they 
carried  with  them  some  men,  money,  horse,  and  arms,  destroyed 
the  bestial,  and  left  nothing  behind  them  that  might  be  carried* 
They  left  that  country  almost  manless,  moneykss,  horseless, 
and  armless,  so  pitifully  was  the  same  borne  down  and  si^bdued. 
The  people  sware  and  subscribed  the  covenant  most  obediently; 
and  now  Monro  leaves  them  thus  pitifully  oppressed,  and  for<- 
ward  mlirches  he  to  Forglen,  one  of  the  laird  of  Banff's  houses^ 
and  to  Muiresk,  his  goodnson's  house,  (themselves  being  both 
fled  into  England)  plaguing  and  plundering  the  country  people 
belonging  to  them  most  cruelly,  and  without  any  compassion* 
Syne  comes  directly  to  the  burrow  of  Banff,  and  encamps  upon 
a  piece  of  plain  ground  called  the  Dowhaugh.  The  soldiers  fell 
quickly  too  to  cutting  and  hewing  down  the  pleasant  planting 
and  fruitful  young  trees,  bravely  growing  within  the  laird  of 
Banff's  orchards  and  gardens,  (pitiful  to  see  !)  and  made  up  liuta 
to  themselves  to  lie  ^1  night,  and  defend  them  frae  storms  of 
rain ;  they  violently  brake  up  the  gates  of  his  stately  house  of 
Banff,  and  went  through  the  haill  houses,  rooms,  and  chambers, 
belonging  thereto;  broke  up  the  victual  gimels,  (whereof  there 
were  store,)  for  their  food,  and  spoilziedhis  ground  and  his  haill 
friends  of  their  haill  goods,  >na  gear,  and  cattle,  that  by  any 
Bieans  they  could  get ;  by  and  attonr  whereof  the  earl  of  Find<* 
later,  his  unnatural  friend,  by  command  of  the  committee,  med* 
died  with,  and  by  force  took  up  his  haiU  rents  and  living  out  of 
the  tenants'  hands,  for  maintenance  of  the  good  cause* 

Tuesday  the  lUh  of  August,  colonel  Alexander  master  of 
Forbes  directed  out  a  party  of  musketeers  from  Aberdeen  to  the 
barony  of  Balgowny,  and  parishes  of  New  Machar  and  Old 
Mudbar,  and  othw  land  within  his  division,  appointed  to  him  by 
the  tables ;  commanding  the  heritors,  under  pain  of  plunder- 
ing, to  pay  to  him  the  tenth  penny  of  their  free  rent,  whilk  for 
fear  they  obeyed  and  paid.  He  commanded  also  to  press  and 
take  up  the  fourth  man,  per  force,  of  both  poor  and  rich,  and  ilk 
heritor  to  furnish  his  prest  men  with  forty  days'  loan,  and  arms 
opnform,  to  the  effect  this  colonel's  regiment  might  be  effectual-* 
ly  made  up ;  and  those  who  disobeyed,  the  soldiers  sat  down  in 
their  houses,  and  lived  on  their  goods. 
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Word  eame  la  AberdeM  llie  foresaid  Tuesday,  that  dw  eui  of 
Nithedale,  standing  to  the  king's  oinnion,  with  crownAr  Stuart 
and  some  brave  soldiers,  manfully  defended  two  strong  holds, 
Lochmaben  and  Carkyeroek,  against  the  fearful  assaults  of  one 
captain  Codiran,  aoeompanied  with  about  seven  hundred  sol- 
diers.  Mid  slew  sundry  of  the  assailants. 

Friday  the  14fh  of  August,  the  earl  Marischall  oame  into 
Aberdeen,  collecting  of  hia  own  men,  who  came  out  of  Buohan, 
Mar,  and  Meaons,  willingly,  pressing  of  others,  and  with  the 
rest  one  hundred,  and  forty  out  of  New  Aherdeeu,  and  such 
others  as  he  could  get  within  his  division.  The  laird  of  Haddo 
oaoM  in  to  him ;  tlw  laird  of  Newton  bade  back,  albeit  his  char- 
ter chest  was  in  Marisohall's  custody  for  his  loyalty;  Alexander 
Gordim  of  Prasmoir  OMide  himself  ready,  well  horsed,  to  go, 
rather  than  pay  his  fine ;  and  with  the  rest  goes  forward ;  so' 
vpon  Monday  the  17th  of  August,  he  takes  journey  out  of  Aber- 
deen towards  the  fiowl-road,  leaving  behind  him  colonel  i^lez- 
ander  master  of  Forbes  to  be  governor  in  Aberdeoi.  He  rides 
to  Inglismadie,  takes  up  a  muster  of  his  men,  and  had  but  about 
eight  hundred,  whereas  his  regiment  consisted  of  two  diousand 
men;  he  was  wroth. at  such  as  had  broken  promise,  and  hastily 
rides  to  Edinburgh  to  complain  of  thir  delinquents;  charging  hu 
brother-german,  captain  Robert  Keith,  to  make  up  with  the  one 
hundred  and  forty  men  taken  out  of  New  Aberdeen  before,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers,  with  forty  days'  loan ;  command-* 
ing  the  burrow  also  not  to  receive  or  entertain  any  of  thd  run-* 
away  soldiers,  under  the  pain  of  plundering,  whilk  was  duly 
obeyed ;  and  he  ordained  this  captain  to  follow  him  with  his  re-^ 
giment,  and  such  others  as  he  could  get,  who  were  well  furnish- 
ed with  the  town  of  Aberdeen's  brave  arms ;  and  forward  goes 
he  to  the  earl,  where  his  men  mustered  about  Musselburgh  were 
eight  hundred  footmen,  and  directed  them  with  his  brother  to 
go  to  general  Lesly,  and  himself  returned  back  to  Aberdeen, 
making  great  search  for  more  soldiers.  Alexander  Gordon  re- 
turned Imck  with  him  frae  Edinburgh  to  Dunotter,  where  he 
left  him,  syne  had  liberty  to  come  to  his  own  house  in  Old  Aber-^ 
deen ;  he  returned  not  Iwok  to  Markchall's  service,  but  bade  still 
at  home,  without  fining  or  other  perturbation. 

Colonel  master  of  Forbes,  now  govemour  of  Aberdeen  in  Ma- 
risehairs  absence,  took  up  bis  dwelling  in  William  Scot's  house, 
anent  the  mercat  cross,  (himself  being  out  of  the  kingdom,)  and 
put  his  wife  and  bairns  to  the  door,  how  soon  he  entered  the 
house,  whilk  was  upon  the  18th  of  August.  He  began  where 
Marischall  left  off,  to  oppress  and  plunder  the  haill  country 
within  his  division,  and'  daily  sent  out  parties  of  musketeers  to 
honest  men's  houses  in  Machar's  parish,  for  the  fourth  man^ 
arms,  and  forty  days'  loan,  to  make  up  his  regiment,  otherwise 
to  dwell  upon  them,  and  bring  in  the  masters  themselves ;  whilk 
per  force  they  behoved  to  obey,  and  pay  over  again.     Marischall 
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and  he  sotted  not  well  upon  their  divuions ;  wherenpon  he  con- 
veened  the  lord  Fraser  and  about  one  hundred  gentlemen  of  his 
own  kin,  who  upon  their  own  charges  conyoyed  this  colonel  ta 
the  tables,  to  complain  upon  Marischall,  who  had  neither  left 
man  nor  money  in  his  division,  whom  Marischall  soon  followed. 

Saturday  the  Idth  of  August,  a  proclamation  was  made  at 
the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  charging  all  manner  of  men  within  bur- 
row or  land  within  the  sheriffdom,  to  pay  the  tenth  penny  of 
their  rents,  victual  rent,  silver  rent,  or  annual  rent.  2dly,  To 
deliver  their  silver  work,  upon  security  for  repayment  of  th» 
price,  according  to  the  weight  thereof.  3dly,  To  lend  out  their 
monies  upon  sufficient  security  of  the  payment,  with  the  annual 
rent.    4thly,  To  take  order  with  the  runaway  soldiers. 

This  proclamation,  doubtless,  was  made  at  the  crosses  of  the 
haill  burrows  of  Scotland,  whereunto  was  given  obedience,  ex-« 
cept  the  silver  work  that  was  not  craved  in  this  town,  and  they 
had  little  money  left  them  to  lead  out  on  security. 

Tuesday  the  18ih  of  August,  doctor  T^Iliam  Guild,  and  one 
Mr.  Robert  Baillie,  were  put  on  leet,  which  should  be  choseU' 
principal  of  the  King's  College  of  Old  Aberdeen,  now  vacant  by 
depontion  of  Dr.  William  Lesly,  principal.  The  list  seemed 
strange,  and  against  the  foundation,  where  any  person  not  learn- 
ed within  the  College,  should  be  preferred  before  persons  edu- 
cated and  brought  up  therein,  and  of  no  less  gifts  and  learning 
than  these  strangers,  whereof  some  then  within  the  College  were 
regents.  However  they  go  on.  Dr.  James  Sandilands,  commis- 
sary of  Aberdeen,  was  chancellor  of  the  said  university,  in  ab- 
sence of  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  and  was  present  in  the  College 
hall;  the  regents,  grammarians,  and  remanent  founded  mem- 
bers were  there ;  Mr.  Thomas  Sandilands,  younger,  commissary, 
in  name  of  the  earl  of  Lothian ;  Mr.  William  Davidson,  sheriff- 
depute  of  Aberdeen,  in  name  of  the  earl  of  Angus ;  Mr.  James 
Baird,  advocate,  in  name  of  the  earl  of  Mar ;  and  Mr.  Patrick 
Chalmers,  sheriff-clerk,  in  die  name  of  the  earl  of  Murray,  were 
there ;  whilk  four  noblemen,  being  the  four  nearest  countries 
about  this  College,  had,  by  virtue  of  the  foundation,  voice  and 
place  in  the  election  of  ane  principal,  {sede  vacamU  by  decease  or 
deprivation).  Well,  they  con  veened  altogether;  Patrick  Ran- 
kine,  servitor  to  the  said  Mr.  James  Baird,  is  the  court's  clerk ; 
they  go  on,  where  this  Dr.  Guild  is  chosen  principal  of  this  uni- 
versity, ad  vitam  aut  culpam,  and  the  other  rejected;  but  what 
warrant  these  four  had,  who  compeared  for  the  noblemen,  either 
by  procuratory  or  otherwise,  to  make  this  election,  I  know  not; 
but  order  apparently  was  given  by  the  tables  to  this  effect.  Now 
this  Dr.  Guild  who  first  subscribed  the  covenant  with  limitation^ 
prays  for  the  good  success  of  the  army,  whereas  he  wrote  against 
raising  of  arms ;  thereafter.  Dr.  Lesly  rendered  up  the  haill  keys 
of  the  College  library,  and  all  which  he  had,  to  Dr.  Guild,  where- 
mth  he  shortly  possessed  himself.      Dr.  Lesly  was  allowed  to 


Anno  1640.]  TROUBLEB  IK  80OTLAND.  19T 

keep  a  ehmnber  to  hinndf  within  the  CoU^^  to  ly  in  and  ttudy^ 
Imt  bought  his  meat  in  tiirongfa  the  Oldtown,  where  he  pleaeed^ 
with  great  modesty,  reeolTing  with  patience  to  abide  the  good 
will  Sf  God  without  mnrmnring  or  appearanee  of  diaoontent^ 
where  or  in  whateoever  society  he  happened  to  be. 
'  Mr.  Patrick  Gordon  was  brought  out  of  the  laird  of  Haddo'tf 
niace,  being  servant  to  him,  and  chosen  regent,  in  the  deposed 
Mr.  Alexander  Scroggie's  place  ;  and  so  this  meeting  dissolved. 

The  said  18th  of  August,  major  Monro,  witb  some  few  com- 
pany, rides  fhie  Banff  towards  Murray,  (leaving  his  regiment 
behind  him)  for  giving  order  there,  and  to  Ross,  Sutherland^ 
Caithness,  and  Strathnaver,  to  raise  the  fourth  man,  with  forty 
days'  loan,  to  go  for  the  Dunse  to  genial  Lesly.  Many  barons 
and  gentlemen  met  him,  and  honoured  him  by  the  way ;  he 
hastily  returned  again  to  the  camp,  and  by  the  way  broke  up  the 
iron  gate  of  Inchdrewer,  (a  place  where  Banff  used  mdst  conn 
monly  to  dwell  in,  and  keep)  and  forcibly  took  it  off,  syne  sold 
it  for  five  merks  to  a  countrjrmsn,  whilk  an  hundred  pound  had 
not  put  up.  They  brake  up  doors  and  windows,  entered  the 
house,  and  defaced  all,  and  left  nothing  within  it  whilk  diey 
might  carry  with  them,  without  authority  or  law. 

General  Lesly  is  now  at  Dunse  with  about  twenty  thousand 
brave  soldiers,  horse  and  foot;  he  encamped  at  Chelsea  wood» 
hard  beside  Dunse ;  they  had  good  provision  of  all  things  neces- 
iary,  and  had  ten  cannons  of  battery,  and  eighty  field-pieces* 
Edinburgh  zealously  furnished  them  nine  thousand  ells  of  canvas 
and  harden  to  be  tents  and  pavillions ;  they  delivered  upon  their 
great  oath,  all  the  silver  work  within  their  whole  town,  with- 
out respect  of  persons,  on  security  of  repayment  in  current 
money  according  to  the  weight,  whilk  silver  work  was  hastily 
coined  in  good  money  to  pay  the  soldiers.  There  were  in  this 
army  many  brave  captains  and  commanders,  of  purpose  sent  for 
by  the  Covenanters  to  France,  Germany,  Flanders,  and  Holland, 
and  store  of  arms,  povrder  and  ball,  daily  furnished  and  brought 
from  Holland ;  and  thus  lies  he  still  at  Chelsea  wood,  in  good 
order,  drawn  on  by  the  English  commoners  and  others,  pro* 
jectors  of  our  troubles  and  common  calamities  within  that  and 
our  own  country;  still  privately  urging  this  general  to  come 
forward  with  all  diligence. 

The  king,  inform^  of  thir  troubles  and  proceedings,  raises  an 
army  also  of  about  sixteen  thousand  foot  and  four  thousand 
horse,  minding  by  himself  in  person  to  come  to  the  field ;  and  by 
open  proclamation  at  the  haiU  parish  churches  of  England  and 
mercat  crosses,  declared  this  our  army  to  be  traitors ;  command** 
ing  also  and  straitly  charging  all  Englishmen  his  good  subjects^ 
in  no  wise  to  receipt,  supply,  or  support  these  Scots,  in  meat, 
drink,  or  other  necessaries,  under  the  pain  of  high  treason,  in- 
tending also  to  be  at  Newcastle,  where  the  kiiw's  magaaines 
lay,  before  general  Lesly  should  be  there ;  but  afi  for  nought ; 
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the  long  is  disappointed.  Well,  this  army  casaiatiiig  of  about 
twenty  thousand  braye  captains,  cavaliers,  and  soldiers,  by  and 
attour  ten  thousand  baggage  men,  is  now  at  the  lifting;  but 
before  the  camp  was  raised  they  set  forth  a  paper,  intituled, 
''  I%e  inteniiana  of  the. army  of  ScoUamd  dedared  to  their  br^ 
tkren  of  England  by  the  Commisgumers  of  the  late  ParliQmenij 
and  by  the  General^  NoMemeny  andBaronaf  and  other  Officers  qf  the 
Army" 

Ireland  goes  to  arms,  sets  forth  a  remonstrance,  avowing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  in  despite  of  us  and  our  proceedings, 
and  therewith  fell  to  against  our  Englisi^  and  Scottish  inhabi-* 
tants,  contrary  to  their  profianion,  bmnt  their  bi^;ings,  corns, 
and  all  that  they  had,  mmrdered  and  slew  man  and  wife  and 
child  without  remorse ;  banished  nunistets,  Scots  and  English, 
and  with  an  uplifted  hand  vowed,  protested,  and  declared  their 
own  rebellion  and  popish  religion,  against  our  covenant  and 
proceedings ;  yea  to  the  admiration  of  many,  saying,  as  our  co- 
venant expelled  prelates  and  papists,  so  they  would  expel  both 
protestants  and  puritans. 

Now,  diir  intentions  Imng  printed  and  set  forth,  as  said  is, 
there  followed  another  imprinted  piece  upon  the  back  thereof, 
called,  <<  Iiifbrmaiion  frae  the  Scottish  naiioH  to  all  the  true  Eng^ 
Ksh,  concerning  the  present  expedition," 

Upon  Tuesday  the  18th  of  August,  or  thereby,  general  Lesly 
raised  his  army  irae  Chelsea  wood,  beside  Dunse,  and  passed 
over  the  Tweed  that  samen  day. 

Thursday  the  20th  of  August,  a  committee  was  holden  at 
Aberdeen,  by  colonel  Alexander  master  of  Forbes;  the  lord 
Fraser,  the  lairds  of  Monymusk,  Towie,  and  Balni^;ask,  and 
some  others,  were  present. 

Sunday  the  23d  of  August,  a  iast  was  kept  in  Old  Aberdeen, 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  last  general  assembly,  for  the 
good  cause  of  our  army,  and  peace  and  quietness  of  the  coun- 
try, which  was  also  kept  on  Thursday  thereafter,  with  absti- 
nence from  all  handicraft.  This  two  fast  days  were  universally 
kept  through  all  the  parish  diurches  of  Scotland. 

About  this  time,  captain  John  Forbes,  aUas  Kaird,  removed 
his  soldiers  out  of  Old  Aberdeen  to  New  Aberdeen,  where  thev 
were  quartered.  They  remained  in  Old  Aberdeen  irae  the  25th 
of  July  to  the  21st  of  August,  without  great  burden  to  the  citi- 


Our  Scots  merchants'  goods  and  ships  were  daily  taken  by  the 
khng's  ships,  coming  or  going,  and  had  to  Berwick,  Newcastle, 
or  Holy  Island ;  their  goods  unloaded,  inventary  taken  of  them, 
and  all  pat  up  in  safety,  doubtless  for  our  weal, 'by  advice  of  our 
English  friends,  lest  they  might  have  been  preyed  upon  as  trai- 
tors' goods ;  but  the  ships  were  still  kept  from  the  sea,  to  our 
great  grief,  by  direction  of  the  king ;  but  were  all  restored  back 
again  afterwards. 
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ABoot  this  (Ime,  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  searee  of  freeh  meat^ 
%hot  muakets  at  the  town,  and  peojde  shearing  their  harvest^ 
whei«  some  were  slain,  and  shot  some  cannon  at  the  town,  but 
they  feared  not,  nor  would  suffei^  any  provision  to  be  had  to  the 
castle ;  at  last  it  was  given  over. 

Upon  Friday  the  4th  of  September,  after  Monro's  soldiers  had 
spoilzied,  plundered,  destroyed,  and  carried  away  every  thing 
almost  belonging  to  the  laird  of  Banff,  his  men  and  tenants, 
Monro  lifted  his  camp  frae  Banff,  and  sent  in  the  bishop  of  Murray 
to  New  Aberdeen  before  him,  with  his  two  son%  under  a  oon«- 
voy,  where  he  stayed,  abiding  his  incoming. 

Then  Monro  and  hii9  soldiers,  now  amounting  to  one  thousand 
men,  made  up  by  the  help  of  the  earls  of  Seaforth,  Murray, 
Boss,  and  Sutherland^  marched  that n^ht  to  Turriff;  Saturday^ 
they  marched  therefrae  to  Inverurie  and  Kintore;  Sunday,  they 
marched  therefrae  to  Aberdeen  ;  and  by  the  way  at  Bucksbum 
they  had  a  aermon  taught  by  their  own  minister.  Monro 
direeted  his  soldiers  to  be  quartered  in  the  town  where  they 
were  quartered  before.  The  town's  pecqile  cry  out  that  their 
rooms  were  already  taken  up  by  the  master  of  Forbes'  men ; 
Monro  answered,  he  had  sent  word  to  provide  for  him  before 
his  coming,  and  therefore  he  would  be  served.  No  remead ;  it 
behoved  to  be  done ;  and  so  they  were  quartered,  to  the  great 
gnef  of  the  honest  town's  people,  where  they  stayed  whale  the 
dth  of  September. 

Sunday  the  6th  of  September,  there  was  no  preachingjn  Old 
Aberdeen,  but  prayers;  after  prayer,  John  lUlgour  stood  up^ 
charging  the  heritors  of  St.  Machar  and  Old  Aberdeen  to  go 
over  the  morrow  to  the  master  of  Forbei^  and  give  him  up  their 
rentals  truly ;  ilk  man  for  omitting  one  boll  to  pay  ton  boll% 
and  fer  one  pound  ton  pounds ;  besides  their  oaths  being  taken« 
l¥hereupon  the  Oldtown  heritors  drew  up  in  writo  their  rentals 
about  the  town,  extending  to  about  eleven  chalder«  of  victual, 
whereof  one  chalder  was  deduced  for  pajrment  of  their  feu«diitie% 
and  the  tonth  part  of  the  rest  was  a  chaJder,  whilk  ipsa  eofpors, 
was  presently  paid  to  Mr.  Robert  Farqnl»r,  commissary,  an* 
pointed  for  uplifting  the  tenths  fot  maintainance  of  MarisehaH's 
and  the  master  of  Forbes'  regiments,  according  to  their  divisioDS 
ordered  by  committee.  The  rental  was  given  up  by  virtue  of  ilk 
heritor's  oath,  subscribed  by  the  Oldtown  baillies,  and  had  over 
by  Mr.  Thomas  Gordon  their  commissioner,  to  the  master  c»f 
Forbes'  lodging,  and  produced  before  Patrick  Lesly,  provost 
of  Aberdeen,  Bifr.  Thomas  Sandilands,  commissary,  and  some 
other  honest  men,  a]^inted  for  receiving  of  the  rente  of  the 
tenth  parts.  'Hiere  fell  out  some  questions  betwixt  MarischdH 
and  the  master  of  Forbes  anent  the  upHfting  of  thir  tenths ;— *- 
the  one  alledging  that  Marischall  plucked  up  all,  both  men  and 
money,  within  his  divirion,  whereby  he  was  unable  to  furnish 
out  a  r^ment  according  to  his  order,  having  warrant  from  the 
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committee  to  take  up  the  tenths  oF  twenty^five  parishes,  and  men 
also,  to  make  up  his  regiment,  whereof  Marischall  defrauded 
him,  and  whereat  the  master  of  Forbes  and  his  friends  took  ex- 
ception, and  shortly  rode  south  to  the  tables,  with  one  hundred 
brave  gentlemen  of  his  friends,  who  accompanied  him  upon  their 
own  charges,  to  complain  upon  Marischall,  who  also  followed 
quick  after. 

Monday  the  7th  of  September,  major  Monro,  with  his  cap- 
tains and  haill  other  officers,  were  made  burghers  of  Aberdeen; 
and  got  the  banquet  (no  doubt  with  good  will  for  his  good  ser- 
vice). Uk  man  got  a  bnigess-act,  whilk  they  put  up  in  their 
bonnets. 

Ye  may  read  before,  how  general  Lesly  raised  his  army  frae 
Chelsea  wood.  The  king  had  his  train  bands  and  other  soldiers, 
about  sixteen  thousand  men  of  foot,  and  four  thousand  of  horse^ 
who  did  little  good.  Forward  goes  Lesly  with  little  trouble,  being 
a  matter  plotted  betwixt  him  and  the  English,  as  may  appear, 
whose  progress  had  the  success  following,  taken  frae  a  printed 
paper,  in  thir  words : — 

*'  Sure  news  from  Newcastle,  and  frae  the  Scottish  army,  the  Tfth  of 

August,  1640." 

**  Upon  Thnndfty  the  27th  of  August^  at  night,  our  army  arrived  witlito  a 
mile  of  Newcastle,  and  expecting  to  have  past  tbere-throu§^  were  diaappdntod, 
in  respect  of  the  English  garrison  that  was  therdn,  which  general  Leriy  per- 
oeiving,  upon  Friday  morning  betimea  marched  fbrward  to  Newborn  Ford, 
and  resolved  to  pass  there  in  spite  of  all  oppoeitiOb,  where  being  advanced,  and 
finding  the  pass  fortified  with  strong  trenches  and  breast  works,  and  six  pieces 
of  cannon,  did  find  it  somewhat  hard,  being  guarded  with  three  thousand  horse 
or  thereby,  and  twelve  hundred  fiiot;  therefi>re  wisely  he  commanded  his  can- 
noQ  to  be  secretly  conveyed  alongst  a  low  way,  to  be  placed  upon  the  face  of  a 
bill  near  to  that  place,  where  having  a  perfbct  view  of  the  Eng^  trenches  and 
quarters,  he  did  play  ao  hard  i^n  them,  that  they  were  ibroed  to  throw  away 
their  arma,  disband  in  oonftision,  and  blow  up  their  own  powder  ;  which  roal 
the  English  cavalry  perceiving,  they  resolved  to  make  good  the  paas,  and  re* 
cover  the  cannon  and  arma  which  U>e  infantry  had  left ;  which  thing  our  ge* 
neral  perceiving,  commanded  his  own  colonel  Lealy  with  the  five  troops,  ae* 
oonded  by  colonel  Ramsay,  together  with  that  of  sir  Thomas  Hope,  hia  own 
yfe-gnard,  amounting  to  fifteen  hundred,  to  go  forth,  who  did  V)  reaolately 
Sasault  them,  that  they  were  forced  to  retire,  notwithsUttdiQg  of  their  .number 
beiog  about  two  thousand  five  hundred,  and  quality  of  their  horse  ind  anna 
fiur  beyond  ours ;  after  which  retreat  they  resolved  yet  once  again  to  bav%  te^ 
covered  what  their  foot  had  lost,  but  our  troopa  redoubliiig  their  lelohMiona 
mid  coorage,  did  make  good  not  only  their  first  attempt,  bat  also  pot  dr  John 
Buckling  back  with  his  troops  of  horse,  being  the  prime  of  all  England,  to  th^ 
retreat;  took  some  of  his  horses,  whereof  one  (being  moat  exoellent)  waa  pre? 
iCDted  to  our  general  by  sir  Thomaa  Hope,  captain  of  the  life-guard ;  the  rest 
were  left  to  the  Ukers,  to  encourage  every  brave  gentleman  to  adventure* 
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Ttoe  were  loit  in  thit  dmiiety  (whidi  lasted  ftom  Friday  «t  twdve  o'eloek. 
till  six  at  Di|{ht,)  about  eighty  Boglish,  and  forty  taken,  three  whereof  being 
eommandefsi,  the  commissary  general.  Sir  John  Digby,  and  others.  Of  oua 
these  were  only  three  ]ost»  Sir  Patrick  M'Gie's  son,  Thomas  Darling,  a  writer 
in  Edinburgh,  and  one  called  Baxter,  in  Fife,  and  some  othen  hurt,  but  not 
deadly.  Thereafter,  the  general  past  the  ford  and  encamped  at  Rey  ton-field, 
where,  after  thanks  giTen  to  God  for  their  safe  passage,  deliyery,  and  so  good  « 
beginning,  they  stood  to  their  arms  all  that  night,  (my  lord  Carnegie's  rega* 
ment  being  left  on  the  other  side  to  guard  the  baggage).  The  general  resolved  in 
person  to  cognosce  the  entry  to  NewiSastle  on  the  souUi  side ;  and  taking  for  hia 
oonroy  three  horse  troops,  with  four  hundred  foot,  and  commanders,  did  ad-i 
▼anoe  thereto,  and  upon  Saturday  thereafter  had  the  town  rendered  to  him, 
where  now  they  are  by  the  favour  of  God,  having  power  of  all  the  coal  and 
salt,  which  from  thenee  doth  fturnish  all  England." 

*'  From  the  Border,  the  29tli  of  August,  1640  :— 

'^  The  garrison  of  Berwick  perceiving  that  our  army  were  gone  towards  New- 
esade,  after  they  were  well  advanced,  (aa  they  were  assured)  ihey  resolved  to 
break  upon  ou^  magaaine  of  victuals,  being  at  Coldstream,  and  either  to  have 
taken  or  bonlt  up  the  samen  ;  but  being  preserved  by  the  resolution  and  din- 
gsnee  of  my  lonf  Haddington,  with  the  Humes' of  the  Merse,  snd  a  regiment 
nlider  the  command  of  Keuttexnt  colonel  Kinmouth,  who  were  left  to  attend 
and  guard  the  samen,  they  were  disappointed  of  thdr  intention,  put  back  to 
their  garrison,  with  the  Idas  of  some  of  them,  ahd  taking  others  prisoners,  since 
which  time  they  kept  themselves  quiet" 

<<  From  Dumbarton,  the  27th  of  August,  1640:— 

"  Upon  Monday  the  84th  of  August,  the]  earl  of  Argyll  came  to  the  caade 
pf  Dnmbaiton,  and  having  conveened  the  committee  of  war  in  that  shire,  did 
shew  to  them  his  direction  from  the  estates,  and  his  undertaking  aocordinglyt 
ftr  taking  the  castle :  whereupon  the  governor  of  the  ca^e  hearing  hereof,  and 
not  being  able  much  longer  to  hold  out»  sent  first  for  a  parly  fbr  a  certain  space, 
which  the  esrl  denying,  thereafter  upon  some  articles  agreed  upon,  he  had  tho 
castle  rendered  unto  him,  where  he  found  a  great  number  of  excellent  brasen 
pieces,  and  twelve  thousand  weight  of  powder,  with  much  other  warlike  prepa- 
rations. The  garrison  was  suffered  safely  to  come  out  and  ship  at  the  Ness  in 
West  Lothian  fbr  England."  At  the  end  of  this  paper  was  also  written,  **  Sur« 
gente  Deo,  disperguntur  Inimid  qus." 

'Smw  nmy  be  seen  with  what  policy  both  Newomtle  and  this 
•Iraiig  aitmgOk  of  Dmnbarlon  is  taken  in  witfaoot  shot  of  mnsket 
•r  atroke  of  sword,  to  the  marvel  of  many  who  knew  not  the 
aaereta  of  dieir  prooeeding.  There  is  found  in  Newcastle  the 
king's  magaaine  appointed  for  sustaining  of  the  garrison  within 
the  town,  wherein  there  was  foond  abundance  of  bread,  wine, 
beery  and  all  sorts  of  vietoals  and  good  provision,  npon  which 
the  army  nrnde  good  ehear  during  their  abode.  Dambarton  was 
thoaght  to  be  given  over  for  famine,  for  the  king  was  so  slight* 

D  d 
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ed,  that  he  was  hot  able  to  farnisli  that  impregnable  atr^igdi 
with  victuals,  whilk  if  he  had  done,  it  would  have  been  invin- 
eible,  but  now  being  rendered,  the  same  is  presently  furnished 
with  men,  meat,  and  all  necessary  provision  to  stand  at  the 
country's  (but  not  at  the  king's)  opinion. 

Newcastle  thus  taken  in,  the  general  causes  quarter  his  army  ^ 
partly  within  the  town,  partly  at  Morpeth,  and  other  parts  round 
about,  within  twelve  miles  distance  of  the  camp,  where,  to  their 
incredible  joy,  they  Hved  both  on  burrow  and  land  at  their  plear 
sure,  ay  and  so  long  as  they  remained  in  that  bounds ;  but  this 
mirth  was  suddenly  mixed  with  melancholy,  for,  upon  Sunday 
the  30th  of  August,  the  earl  of  Haddington,  with  about  eighty 

Eirsons  of  knights,  barons,  and  gentlemen,  within  the  place  of 
unglass  in  the  Merse,  pertaining  heritably  to  the  lord  Hume, 
was  suddenly  blown  up  in  the  air  by  a  sudden  fire,  occasioned 
thus  :  Haddington  with  his  friends  and  followers,  rejoicing  how 
they  defended  the  army's  magazine  frae  the  English  garrison  of 
Berwick,  came  altogether  to  Dunglass,  having  no  fear  of  evil» 
where  they  were  all  suddenly  blown  up  with  the  roof  of  the  house 
in  the  air,  by  powder,  whereof  there  was  abundance  in  this  places 
and  never  bone  nor  lyre  seen  of  them  again,  nor  ever  trial  got 
how  this  stately  house  was  so  blown  up^  to  the  destructicm  of 
this  nobleman,  both  worthy  and  valourous,  and  his  dear  fiiends. 
Tins  grievous  accident  was  bewailed  of  many,  but  chiefly  of  his 
dear  lady,  the  lady  Jean  Gordon,  who  lost  her  husband,  as  she 
did  her  brother,  both  after  one  manner,  and  by  sudden  fire.  It 
is  said,  when  the  king  heard  of  this  fire,  he  answered,  he  had 
lost  a  good  subject,  but  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  was  fighting  for 
him. 

Tuesday  the  8th  of  September,  captain  Forbes,  alias  Kaird, 
came  from  Bartholomew  Fair  with  about  eighty  soldiers,  collect- 
ed of  poor  miserable  creatures,  herds  and  hu'emen,  under  colonel 
master  of  Forbes'  regiment,  where  they  were  quartered ;  himself 
with  his  wife  takes  in  Mr.  Thomas  Lesl/s  house,  where  night 
and  day  by  his  drinking,  boasting,  and  brawling,  Mr.  Thomas 
with  liis  wife  and  bairns  were  sore  vexed ;  the  Oldtown  people 
were  compelled  to  give  them  free  quarters,  or  to  sufTer  plunder- 
ing, and  so  they  sustained  his  soldiers  while  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber freely  without  any  payment.  ,  Thereafter  they  were  trans* 
ported  to  New  Aberdeen. 

The  foresaid  Tuesday,  ilk  mimster  within  the  sheriffdom  of 
Aberdeen  came  with  the  commissioner  of  his  parish  to  the  towUf 
and  there,  in  presence  of  Patrick  Lesly,  provost,  and  Thomas 
Sandilands,  younger  commissary,  and  some  others  present,  they 
subscribed  rolls  of  the  tenths  given  up  by  the  oath  of  every  sub- 
scriber, as  they  who  had  commission  to  receive  and  see  the  uj^v- 
iuff  of  the  samen ;  but  commissary  Farqnhar  took  up  the  payment. 
Ilk  minister  also  gave  up  a  roll  of  the  haill  male  communieaats 
within  his  parish,  whereby  it  might  be  understood  how  many 
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Bgbdng  men  aright  be  leried  otti  of  eaeb  porisli  to  the  good 
cause. 

Wednesday  the  9th  of  September,  major  Monro  commanded 
strictly  the,  town  of  Abeideen  to  famish  his  soldiers  with  cloath- 
ing,  shirts,  and  shoes, .  whilk  was  obediently  done ;  next  to  fur- 
nish presently  to  him  ten  dioai^and  merks  for  convoying  his  sol- 
diers  south,  and  to  receive  payment  back  from,  commissary  Far- 
qohar,  -out  of  the  tenths  within  the  sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen,  whilk 
he  and  Waller  Cochran  became  bonnd  to  do,  whilk  thereopon 
was  provided  by  stenting  of  th^  town,  and  whereof  I  hope  they 
got  payment  trie  the  said  commissary,  and  his  said  depute  Coch- 
ran; and  thirdly,  the  town  to  fumisb  carriage  horses  for  trans- 
porting of  his  cannon,  bag  and  baggage,  to  Stonehaven.  He 
himself  came  over  to  the  Oldtown,  took  the  haill  horses  there, 
and  other  horses  going  back  from  the  town  with  their  toom 
oriels,  from  carrying  of  peats.  Monro  having  gotten  his  haill 
demands,  leaves  behind  him  in  the  burrow  some  of  the  master  of 
Forbes'  bands  quartered  within  the  town,  sometimes  free,  some- 
times for  payment  of  a  little,  so  that  Aberdeen  was  still  holden 
nnder  the  yoke  of  slavery  and  servitude;  and  thus  on  Saturday 
the  12th  of  September  he  began  his  march  frae  Aberdeen  upon 
free  quarters,  whilk  he  duly  repaid,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter.  He 
takes  the  three  Spaniards  with  him,  and  his  own  men  out  of 
Drum,  (whilk  Marischall  caused  man  with  his  men,  with  whom 
the  lady  was  not  so  well  contented  as  before,  whereupon  she  left 
Drum,  and  dwelt  in  Cromar,  while  she  saw  about  her,  they  still 
living  upon  the  laird's  rents)  had  them  to  Leitb,  where  their 
other  fellows  were  also  taken,  but  what  came  of  them  I  cannot  • 
tell.  Now  Monro  marches  the  first  night  to  Stonehaven,  where 
he  sends  back  all  the  Oldtown  and  Newtown  carriage  horses, 
and  furnishes  others  out  of  the  Meams,  and  sua  forth  to  Dun- 
dee, where  he  also  commanded  them  to  give  him  ten  thousand 
merks,  whilk  for  fear  of  his  residence  they  were  forced  to  pay ; 
and  so  he  past  to  Edinburgh,  where  his  army  was  now  one 
thousand  men  good,  of  infantry,  with  some  horsemen;  he 
brought  also  wiUi  him  the  bishop  of  Murray  up  the  street,  and 
presented  him  to  the  estates,  who  incontinent  caused  ward  him 
in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  remained  with  a  heavy 
heart.  His  wife  all  this  while  remained  in  Spynie,  and  never 
went  to  see  her  husband  in  ward,  nor  out  of  it. 

Tuesday  the  1 5th  of  September,  parties  were  directed  out  by 
the  master  of  Forbes  to  go  within  bis  division,  and  plunder  such 
as  had  not  payed  their  tenths,  and  their  fourth  man,  whereby  the 
country  people  in  this  sheriffdom  were  daily  grievously  oppressed 
with  thir  piffties  of  soldiers,  and  were  forced  to  obey,  otherwise 
they  would  sit  down  in  honest  men's  houses,  and  live  upon 
their  means,  whether  they  would  or  not. 

General  Rutliven,  captain  of  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  seeing 
no  appearance  of  help  frae  the  king,  as  was  often  promised,  and 
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finding  viokiaiB  mow  aeant,  haariag  nMrnc  .w«itar»  wui6»  bMir, 

nor  ale,  that  could  laste  long,  resolved  to  seek  a  parly  by  draw* 

The  earl  of  Argyll  came  ap  to  the  castle  upon  tlie  ftoek  <^  the 

drum,  and. told  hin  that  Dumbarton  was  given  ov^r  I^erownar 

Henderson,  captain  thereof;  he  could  hardly  believe  Ihe  aanien» 

till  he  saw  the  captain,  who  was  his  own  good-brother.    At  luett 

after  good  advisement,  he  rendered  the  casUe,..upo|i  condition 

that  he  and  his  aoldiers  should  go  oat  hcoourably,  (mnjwg 

colours^  burning  matches,  tuck  of  drum,  wilh  bag  and  haggafpai, 

and  to  march  frae  the  castle  down  througfa  the  town  in  g»$A 

order  and  array.    With  aome  difficulty  thir  acmditions  wese 

granted,  after  aome  skaith  done  to  the  town  upon  Argyll's  first 

refusal.    However^  the  castle  is  now  rmdevsd,  wherein  the  royal 

ornaments  of  the  crown,  viz.  crown,  sword,  and  softer  ware 

securely  kept,  besides  abundance  of  amomnitiont  powder,  balU 

and  other,  aommodities  (but  very  little  meat  or  drink)  whiUc  by 

conunand  of  the  e^stes  was  all  put  in  inventary :  thereaftinr  Rath- 

ven  came  forth  with  about  seventy  soldiers  and  thirty*twa 

women ;  they  came  down  the  street  according  to  communing.; 

there  were  ahout  one  liundred  and  sixty  persons  died  in  tha 

eastle,   through  a  sickness  contracted  by  eating  of  .salt  moat, 

twelve  thereof  being  .only  slain  all  this  time,   aad  aboujb  one 

hnndred  and  eighly  persons,  men,  women,  and  bairns  of  com^ 

man  people  slam  in  the  town,  and  great  skaith  done  to  their 

houses  by  shot  of  cannon  frae  the  eastle.     Some  of  the  oovenuit^ 

ing  nobles  convoyed  Huthven  down  to  Leith,  where  he  and  snah 

of  his  men  as  would  follow  him,  embarked  and  sailed  directly 

to  Berwick,  syne  went  to  his  majesty.     Thereafter  a  townsman 

€»f  Edinburgh,  called  Stephen  Boyd,  was  made  captain  of  tha 

castle,  who  entered  with  soldiers  to  keep  the  samm;  and  about 

this  time .  the>  strong  eastle  of  Carlaverrock  yielded  also  to  tha 

Covmanters.    The  castle  of  Edinburgh  was  rendsred  the  I6th 

of  September. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  I6th  of  September,  Andrew  Hampton^ 
servitor  to  the  earl  Marischall^  and  at  his.  command,  idolently 
spmled  William  Scot's  house  in  New  Aberdeen,  (himself  being 
fled  frae  the  good  cause  out.  of  Scotland,)  of  dales,  trees,  and 
oUier  fine  timber,  salt,  tobacco,  and  the  like,  cammodities, 
whereof  there  was  plenty,  and  transported  them  by  saa  to  Douf 
otter,  to  the  wreck  of  the  honest  num. 

Upon  the  21st  of  September,  Mr.  William  Mushet,  minister 
at  Siains,  with  diverse  other  outstanding  ministers,  came  in,  re-i 
canted,  repented,  and  preached  a  penitential  sermon;  and  Leech 
preached  the  same  day,  and  gave  obedience  to  the  ordioanasa  of 
the  kirk.  About  this  time,  both  Aberdeens.  were  commindedy 
under  pain  of  plundering,  to  lead  peats  to  tha  master  of  ^Forbes* 
lodging  in  New  Aberdeen,  without  pajrment;  grievous  to  dia 
people,  being  in  the  top  of  harvest. 
Word  came  also  about  this  time,  that  his  mi^esty  was  coming 
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fkat  fetward  vnih  a  great  army,  towards  York,  bat  lie  la  moat 
politically  stayed,  step  by  step,  bjr  our  Soottisb  and  English. 

But  at  last,  being  come  with  his  army  to  York,  caused  smn* 
mon  the  peers  of  iSiglaad,  to  compear  at  York ;  bot  Essex  and 
Hartfbrd  would  not  compear,  bat  gave  in  their  excuses,  where- 
upon &e  king  gart  ward  both  fheir  commissioners,  but  they  were 
soon  put  to  liberty*  The  rest  of  the  peers  obeyed  the  king^s 
sommons,  and  (or  the  most  part  came  to  York ;  hut  there  came 
qoB  thonasnd  Englishmen  near-hand,  but  would  not  enter  the 
town  .of  York,  upon  thir  own  reasons,  and  petitioned  the  king 
fo  a  free  parliament,  for  redressing  the  grievances  of  that  long* 
dom,  both  in  church  and  state,  and  for  settling  bis  majesty  witii 
Ub  safajeeftain  Scotland.  At  this  meeting  also,  die  Lower  House 
and  some  artisans  of  London,  petitioned  the  king  for  the  samen, 
whilk  petition,  as  was  said,  had  seven  thousand  subscriptions. 

The  king  being  thus  urged  with  so  many  subscriptions,  and 

Sititians  for  a  parliament,  all  at  this  time  of  the  convention  of 
e  peers  at  York,  whilk  was  upon  the  24th  of  September,  at 
last  yields  to  their  importunate  petitions,  and  indicts  a  parlia- 
ment  to  be  holden  at  his  palace  of  Westminster,  the  5th  of  No- 
vember next  to  come.  How  soon  the  English  had  got  a  parlia- 
ment indioted,  they  then  began  to  exult  and  rejoice,  and  resolved 
to  have  the  Soots  settled  to  their  own  contentment,  and  to  work 
ont  their  own  desires  in  England,  according  to  their  own  plea- 
sure. And  for  our  Scots  party,  they  then  began  to  draw  on  a 
meeting  betwixt  fifteen  English  nobles  and  others,  and  fifteen 
Scottish  nobles  and  others,  to  meet  at  Northallerton  the  1st  day 
of  October  next,  for  pacification ;  and  his  majesty  to  send  a  safe- 
oonduct  under  his  hand  to  the  Scottish  commissioners ;  and  in 
Ae  meantime  a  cessation  from  war  to  the  16th  of  December  next ; 
priaoners  on  both  sides  to  be  restored,  and  during  this  cessation 
from  war;  the  Seottirii  army  to  get  monthly  pay  out  of  Northum- 
berland, Westmorland,  and  Cumberland,  for  their  sustentation, 
and  to  save  the  country  from  plundering.  This  was  at  this  time 
•ondeseended  to  at  York ;  by  and  attour  they  had  for  their  pro- 
vision the  king's  magazine  at  Newcastie,  and  the  customs  of  the 
coal  and  salt  of  that  town,  which  is  of  no  small  importance,  and 
daily  supplied  out  of  the  bishoprick  of  Durham.  Thus  was  our 
Scottish  army  that  came  to  seek  the  king,  royally  entertained  at 
Newca^le,  whereat  the  Englishmen  were  content,  as  being  done 
by  their  own  consent,  and  privy  paction.  But  the  king  had  his 
army  also  lying  in  England,  sustained  upon  his  own  pay  and  ex- 
penoes;  so  is  he  handed,  and  in  place  of  taking  order  with  our 
army,  according  to  our  deserts  and  his  majesty's  honour,  a  par- 
liament is  granted,  and  a  parly  of  pacification  betwixt  him  and 
his  Scottish  rebels,  whilk  parliament  brought  the  king  to  many 
trouUes,  and  to  the  shedding  of  mickle  innocent  blood,  both  in 
England  and  Ireland,  as  hereafter  ye  shall  hear.  However  there 
followed  no  meeting  at  Northallerton,  as  was  proposed,  but  the 
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king  leaves  his  army  lying  at  York,  and  rides  to  the  parliament 
And  because  his  majesty  was  not  well  acqoaint  with  our  Scottish 
laws,  nor  was  able  to  give  answer  to  the  demand  of  the  estates 
of  Scotland  without  good  information,  therefore  and  to  the  effect 
his  majesty  might  go  on  legally,  he  sends  post  for  sir  Lewis 
Stuart,  one  of  the  prime  advocates  at  Edinburgh,  to  repair  upon 
his  safe-conduct  to  his  court  at  York,  who  before  his  majesty 
past  therefirae,  came  and  conferred  at  length  anent  the  laws  of 
Scotland.  What  satisfaction  he  gave  to  the  king  I  cannot  tell, 
but  the  king  rode  his  way,  but  sir  Lewis  got  no  thanks  from  the 
estates  for  his  travel,  but  was  reputed  an  incendiary,  and  brought 
under  great  trouble. 

General  Lesly,  lying  at  Newcastle,  and  hearing  how  matters 
went,  gave  licence  to  sundry  gentlemen  and  others,  to  come  home 
to  Scotland,  upon  strict  condition  of  their  return  upon  advertise* 
ment,  so  he  lost  nothing  by  their  absence,  because  he  was  still 
payed  for  their  meat  and  wages,  as  if  they  were  on  service. 

ITpon  Wednesday  immediately  before  Michaelmas,  and  23d  of 
September,  which  is  the  ordinary  day  for  election  of  the  magis- 
trates of  Aberdeen,  Patrick  Leslie,  a  prime  Covenanter,  is  now 
made  provost,  with  a  clear  election  for  a  year,  suppose  dis- 
charged of  that  place  before;  William  Forbes,  Thomas  Morti- 
mer, John  Lesly,  and  Alexander  Jafiray,  baillies. 

The  laird  of  Drum,  lying  warded  in  Edinburgh,  is  continued 
sheriff-principal  of  Aberdeen  for  a  year,  and  Mr.  William  David- 
son remained  sheriff-depute,  as  he  who  was  placed  therein  ad 
vitam. 

Ye  heard  before  of  some  miscontentment  between  the  earl 
Marischall  and  master  of  Forbes ;  they  both  go  before  the  tables. 
The  earl  alledged  that  none  ought  to  have  regiments  in  the  shire 
of  Aberdeen  but  himself,  and  that  the  master  of  Forbes  should 
follow  him  in  his  service.  He  answered,  he  was  the  chief  of  a 
clan,  who  had  got  a  regiment,  and  that  he  was  not  obliged  to  follow 
any  subject  in  his  service.  The  tables  ordered  that  he  should 
keep  his  own  regiment,  and  take  up  men  and  money  within  his 
division,  and  that  Marischall  should  have  no  meddling  with  him. 

Thursday  the  ist  of  October,  doctor  Scroggie  being  unable  to 
keep  his  ministry,  freely  gives  over  the  samen,  before  the  pres- 
bytery of  Aberdeen;  and  Mr.  William  Strachan,  parson  of  Meth<- 
lick,  was  transported  thereto,  and  therewith  gets  Dr.  Serene's 
dwelling-house  and  yard,   which  with  pains  he  had  pleasantly 

Slanted.  He  had  four  hundred  merks,  as  was  said,  from  this 
(r.  William,  for  his  good-will  of  the  bigging  and  yards,  and  he 
entered  thereto  at  Whitsunday  then  next,  1641 ;  and  this  honest 
old  reverend  man,  of  good  literature,  judgment,  and  understand- 
ing, forced  to  quit  his  place,  his  charge,  and  dwelling-place,  be- 
sides the  plundering  of  his  means,  as  ye  heard  before ;  but  do  his 
best,  (though  out  of  time)  he  is  forced  to  yield,  come  in,  and 
subscribe  the  covenant.      Thereafter,  by  moyan  he  gets  right  - 


Atmo  164a]  .  TflOGBLEa  IN  SCOTLAND.  SMT 

chdlder  of  victual  out  of  Boas,  and  hk  gdciiHMm^  Sfr.  Alexander 
Iiuitts,  minister  at  Rothemay^  as  mickle. 

Saturday  the  3d  of  October,  a  committee  was  holden  at  Aber- 
deen, where  the  cordiners  of  both  Aberdeens,  and  in  the  land 
about  the  towns,  were  commanded  under  pain  of  plundering  to 
give  up  upon  oath  the  number  of  their  leather,  and  to  make  up 
against  the  11th  of  October  instant,  their  portion  of  twenty 
thousand  pairs  of  shoes,  at  ten  and  eleven  inches  at  the  least,  to  be 
sent  to  Newx»stle  to  general  Lesly's  army ;  and  sicklike  the  mer* 
ehants  were  commanded  to  furnish  their  pert  of  their  cloaths 
and  shirts^  being  two  thousand  suit  of  apparel,  and  two  thou- 
sand shirts.  The  committee  took  exact  trial  what  gray  cloath 
and  harden,  bleached  and  unbleached,  the  merchants  had ;  what 
should  more  ?  obedience  and  patience  per  force.  But  our  coun- 
try people  had  dear  shoes  thereafter,  some  paying  forty  pence, 
some  thirty«Bix  pence,  that  would  have  been  bought  for  twenty 
or  twenty-four  pence.  Thir  cordiners  were  sore  vexed,  for  with 
their  own  hands  they  were  forced  to  work,  ilk  man  his  propor- 
tional part,  because  their  servants  and  apprentices  were  taken 
frae  them  to.Marischairs  regiment,  as  ye  have  heard  before. 
Thus  is  Aberdeen  holden  in  continual  misery.  Old  and  New 
Aberdeen  furnished  out  fourscore .  pair  of  shoes  and  four,  for 
their  part,  and  got  payment  by  the  estimation  of  four  sworn  men 
for  the  leather,  but  no  payment  for  the  workmanship.  The  Old- 
town  people  had  seyenteen  shilling  for  ilk  pair,  but  if  they 
had  been  selling  them,  they  would  have  cost  thirty.  However, 
shoes,  shirts,  and  cloaths,  are .  made  up  and  shipped  at  Aber- 
deen, and  from  thence  transported  to  Newcastle ;  and  here  it  is 
to  be  observed,  that  the  haill  land  had  dieir  part  as  well  as  the 
towns  of  Aberdeen. 

The  silver  work  of  Dundee  was  about  Uiis  time  taken  up  upon 
surety,  and  coined  for  the  army. 

About  this  time  also,  Mr.  Gilbert  Ross,  minister  at  ,  was 

^irahworted  therefrae  to  Dr.  Gordon's  ministry  at  Elgin  (who 
bad  fled  the  kingdom,  being  against  the  covenant),  and  by  order 
of  the  general  assembly  this  was  done. 

Mr.  Alexander  Held  is  now,  upon  his  own  large  expences^ 
put  to  liberty  out  of  the  castle  of  Stirling,  and  upon  Friday  the 
9th  of  October  he  comes  home  to  his  own  house  in  Aberdeen, 
having  been  in  ward  partly  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  and 
partly  in  the  castle  foresaid,  since  the  11th  of  June. 

Mr.  Robert  Farquhar,  commissary,  raises  charges  in  king 
Charles'  name  against  the  feuers  and  vassals  of  the  bishoprick 
of  Aberdeen,  to  make  payment  to  him  as  commissary  within  this 
province,  of  the.  haill  mails,  farms,  and  duties,  addebted  by 
them  to  the  last  bishop,  under  the  pain  of  homing,  conform  to 
an  ordinance  of  the  late  session  of  parliament.  This  charge  was 
given  here  in  Aberdeen  upon  the  foresaid  9th  of  October,  and 
got  obedience  without  delay. 
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Sunday  tke  11th  of  October,  it  was  dedared  tliat  the  oem-* 
munion  was  to  be  given  in  New  Aberdeen  the  next  Sunday ; 
oidaStiiag  snob  as  Imd  not  subscribed  the  covenant,  to  come  in 
on  Tuesday  before,  and  sabscribe,  otherwise  be  debarred  frae 
the  table.  This  was  told  after  sermon,  out  of  the  pulpit  of  New 
Aberdeen,  by  and  attoor  to  underly  the  censure  of  the  kirk. 

The  parishioners  of  Old  Aberdeen  cannily  joined  in  Mr. 
William  Strachan  foresaid  to  be  in  doctor  Scroggie's  place  for 
certain  ends  that  some  had  in  the  bosiness ;  they  sent  to  the- 
presbytery  of  Aberdeen  two  commissioners,  declanng  their  mi- 
nister was  deposed,  the  parishioners  had  no  sure  minister  to 
serve  and  celebrate  the  communion,  and  wished,  if  it  might  be- 
done^  the  foresaid  Mr.  WilKam  Strachan  to  fill  his  place,  as  he 
who  was  both  learned  and  of  good  life,  as  was  most  true,  wfailk 
was  granted.  Mr.  Robert  Og^vie,  sub-principal,  gets  his  kirk ; 
Mr.  Alexander  MBddleton  becomes  snb-prmdpal ;  thereafter,  Mr. 
Patrick  Gfordon  was  made  a  regent,  who  was  chaplain  to  the 
hnrd  of  Haddiy. 

Ye  heard  before,  how  John  Leith  of  Harthill  was  warded  in 
Aberdeen,  and  chained  by  tiie  foot.  This  gentleman  being  so 
roughly  and  uncharitably  used,  idmost  became  furious  and  nnd; 
he  got  a  smith's  file  conveyed  in  to  him,  wherewith  he  shore  iht 
iron  from  his  foot,  and  being  loose,  he  came  to  the  tolbooth 
window,  and  cried  out  horribly,  threatning  and  boasting  Patrick 
Leriy,  provost,  and  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar,  with  others  his  ene« 
uies,  and  with  fire  intended  to  bum  through  the  prison ;  whilk 
misbehavioar  being  considered,  the  town  wrote  for  a  warrant 
fiY>m  the  committee  to  transport  him  to  Edinburgh,  whereby 
they  might  be  free  of  his  trouble ;  and  so  upon  Tuesday  the 
18th  of  October,  'Mr.  William  Davidson,  sheriff-depute  of  Aber- 
dsen,  conveyed  him  to  the  sheriff  of  the  Meams,  and  so  frae 
shire  to  shire  he  was  convoyed  to  Edinburgh,  and  immediately 
warded  within  the  tdbooth  thereof.  Pitiful  to  see  a  gentleman 
so  miserably  handled,  without  mitigation  or  agreement,  seeing 
none  would  become  caution  in  lawborrows  for  him,  being  a 
fierce  man  !  and  so  he  lay  there  until  his  excellency  the  marquis 
•f  Montrose  commanded  to  set  him  and  all  the  prisoners  to 
liberty. 

Thursday  the  15th  of  October,  a  committee  was  holden  at 
Aberdeen  by  the  lairds  of  Monymtisk,  Kemnay,  Pbilortl^ 
Craigievar,  the  tutor  of  Pitsligo,  the  goodman  of  Balnagasli^ 
Anchmedden,  and  some  others. 

The  said  Thursday,  a  ship  belonging  to  Aberdeen,  whereof 
Hitrick  Moir  was  skipper,  loaden  wiUi  iron,  hemp,  fint,  and 
other  commodities  of  the  like  nature,  with  some  money  alse 
within  her,  was  seen  to  sink,  the  day  being  calm  and  the  son 
shining,  by  springing  of  a  plank.  The  men  were  all  saved,  but 
the  ship  and  goc^  sank  to  the  ground,  to  the  furtherance  of 
the  loss  of  Aberdeen. 
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'  He  presbytery  of  Aberdeen  gm  ordet  on  Ait  Ttitaniay  to 
temoTB  doctor  Gkiild  frae  hk  miaigtry  in  New  Aberdeen^  and  to 
enter  biiOMlf  to  tbe  principality  of  the  college  of  Old  Aberdeeo* 
according  to  his  electioo.  He  obeyed,  and  entered  home  that 
■amen  day.  The  first  work  diat  he  Iwgan  to  do  was,  he  employed 
masons  to  cast  down  the  walk  of  the  Snow  Kirk,  and  transport 
the  stones  to  big  up  the  oollege->yard  dykes,  and  to  employ  the 
hewn  work  to  &  decayed  windows  within  the  college,  whereat 
many  OMtown  people  mormttied,  the  samen  being  sometime  tbe 
parish  kirk  of  Old  Aberdeen,  within  the  whilk  their  friends  and 
ibrefathen  were  boried. 

'  Ye  heard  befcwe  of  migor  Monro's  going  soath  ftae  Aberdeen* 
Hk  men- were  qoartored  in  Leith,  Fkhernraw,  and  Muslebasgh, 
and  other  parts  thereabout,  where  they  remained  while  Fri&y 
the  IMi  of  October,  syne  marched  towards  the  army.  By  the 
way,  beings  within  three  miles  of  Berwick,  bis  soldiers  began  to 
peynpon  tiie  town's  sheep,  but  some  of  the  town's  aoMters 
mined  forth  to  defend  them,  and  fell  in  bickering  with  Monro's 
soldkrs,  where  his  own  sister's  son  was  slain. 

About  the  16th  of  October,  word  came  to  Aberdeen  that  the 
Ushop  of  Ross  was  advanced  to  a  fiit  bkhoprick  in  Ireland ;  a 
busy  man  in  thir  troubles,  and  thought  to  be  an  evil  patriot  and 
special  inbringer  of  thir  innovations  within  the  chmreh. 
-  Now  the  drums  were  daily  beating  through  New  Aberdeen  to 
make  up  colonel  master  of  Forbes'  regiment  of  one  thousand 
men ;  birt  do  hk  best,  he  could  never  make  up  three  hundred 
men,  and  such  as  he  had  were  quartered  still  in  New  Aberdeen, 
and  lived  upon  the  tenths. 

'  It  was  said,  diere  fell  out  some  misoontentment  betwixt  gnt* 
oral  Lesly  and  the  earl  of  Montrose,  where  the  earl  was  susp^t* 
ed  of  letters  paaring  betwixt  the  king  and  him,  withont  reveal- 
ing thereof  to  the  general,  according  to  the  laws  of  arms.  Who* 
ther  true  or  not,  I  cannot  tell,  but  it  was  wisely  and  shortly  sup- 
prest,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

Bfonday  the  19th  of  October,  skipper  Findlay  embm^ed  with- 
in hk  ship  the  lord  (teilvie,  the  lairds  of  Pitfoddels,  elder  and 
?mnger,  the  young  kird  of  Drum,  Donald  Farqnhankm  of 
ulliegarmouth,  Mr.  James  Sibbald,  minkter  at  Aberdeoi,  with 
some  others.  They  sailed  out  of  the  harbour,  and  to  the  sea  for 
England  go  they.  The  master  of  Forbes  hearing  of  their  intend- 
iA  voyage,  was  efiehded,  but  coidd  not  mend  himself,  but  he 
advertised  the  estotes  of  their  flight,  who  gave  him  no  thanks 
for  not  waiting  better  upon  his  service. 

'  The  ad  Tuesday,  and  20th  of  October,  the  provinckl  asssm- 
Uy  sat  down  in  New  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  Robert  Reid»  pareon  of 


Banefcorv,  was  made  moderator  till  the  next  assembly,  where 
Mr.  Wllnxm  Straehan  was  ordained  to  transport  himself  frae  the 
kirk  of  Methlick.to  the  kirk  of  Old  Aberdeen,  to  sewe  the  cure 
there,  in  the  deposed  Dr.  Scroggie's  place,  whilk  be  obeyed. 

£  e 
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Thursday  the  22d  of  October,  captJun  Kaird,  a  finbooa 
drunken  companion  (otherwise  a  brave  soldier)  killed  a  poor 
man's  horse  in  New  Aberdeen,  for  the  which  he  was  wanted, 
and  thereafter  for  his  miscarria^  cashiered. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  lord  Stnclair^s  going  to  Caithness*  He 
returns  back  to  Aberdeen  upon  Thursday  the  22d  of  October 
with  five  hundred  soldiers,  wnilk  he  brought  out  of  that  countrya 
He  quarters  them  in  New  Aberdeen,  leaving  some  money  with 
commissary  Farquhar  for  their  maintenance,  and  hastily  rides 
south,  to  receive  orders  from  the  committee  of  estates ;  but  be^ 
fore  he  came  back  again  his  allowance  was  spent,  and  the  sol-» 
dters  put  to  their  shifts.  Aberdeen  would  grant  them  no  quar- 
ters, since  the  master  of  Forbes'  regiment  is  quartered  there 
already;  whereupon  ilk  soldier  b^an  to  deal  and  do  for  himself; 
some  came  over  to  the  Oldtown,  where  they  get  nothing  but 
hunger  and  cold ;  others  spread  through  the  country  here  and 
there  about  the  town^  especially  to  papists'  lands,  plundering 
where  they  might  get  it,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  country,  and 
to  Aberdeen  also. 

Now  his  majesty  leaves  his  army  at  York,  and  about  this  time 
lakes  journey  towards  his  own  palace  of  Westminster,  for  keep-^ 
ing  of  the  English  parliament  the  5th  of  November. 

The  Scots  army  lying  still  at  Newcastle,  it  was  said  that  gen-* 
eral  Lesly  had  sent  out  sir  Archibald  Doc^las,  with  about  forty 
men,  to  watdi  the  fields  about  Newcastle,  twelve  miles  frae  ilke 
camp,  who  rode  ten  miles  farther  than  order,  and  carelessly 
lighted  at  Boroughbridge,  stabled  thrir  horses,  and  sat  down  to 
drink ;  but  being  spied  by  the  king's  out-watchers,  they  came 
first  to  the  stables  and  took  their  horses,  and  syne  to  the  house 
and  took  themselves,  except  four  who  escaped;  whereat  the 
general  was  highly  offended  for  their  miscarriage;  but  they  were 
shortly  pat  to  liberty. 

The  lairds  of  Watertown  and  Aughter- Ellon,  with  some  bur- 
gesses of  Aberdeen,  who  were  warded  in  Edinburgh,  came  home 
about  the  4th  of  November,  after  peiyment  of  their  fines. 

The  parliament  of  England  sits  down  upon  the  5th  of  Novem- 
ber at  Westminster,  whereby  his  majesty  was  grievously^  bom 
down  and  dso  crossed,  as  after  does  appear. 

No  session  sits  down  in  Edinburgh  at  this  time,  yet  inferior 
judicatories  sits  down  in  wonted  manner. 

Friday  the  6th  of  November,  an  Aberdeen's  boat  perished 
pitifully  in  the  sea,  with  seven  men,  to  the  further  visiting  of 
sinful  Aberdeen. 

-  Sunday  the  8th  of  November,  Mr.  James  WiUoz  preadied  in 
Old  Aberdeen ;  after  sermon,  he  read  out  some  acts  of  the  com- 
mittee, forbidding  apprentices  to  leave  their  service  withont 
order,  and  setting  down  prices  upon  leather ;  whereupon  follow- 
ed shortly  a  strict  command,  charging  Uie  hail  cordiners  in  both 
Aberdeens  to  make  single  scaled  shoes  to  the  master  of  Forbes* 
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aoUBenk    Novomead;  it  was  oUfyedf  bat  little  payment  gotten 
tot  the  leather^  and  none  at  all  for  the  workmanship.  • 

Monday  the  I6di  of  November^  the  lord  Gordon,  with  three 
or  four  attendants,  eame  frae  Berwick  by  sea,  and  landed  at  the 
Saodneaa ;  eame  to  George  Middleton'e  hoaee  in  Old  Aberdeen, 
to  whom  the  master  of  Forbes  sent  two  of  his  own  officers,  do* 
mending  news  of  him ;  he  received  them  kindly,  and  answered 
these  was  no  news,  but  of  peace,  and  withal  shewed  them  three 

Stents,  one  frae  the  king^  one  frae  general  Lesly,  and  the  third 
le  the  govemour  of  Berwick,  to  pass  and  repass  at  his  plea* 
sure.  TUr  gentlemen  took  their  leave,  and  returned  to  their 
eoloneL  The  lord  Grordon,  after  breakfast,  causes  hire  horses, 
and  goes  for  Strathbog^e,  having  only  with  him  John  Gordon 
of  Axdibgpe,  Patrick  Innes,  son  to  Alexander  Innes  of  Cott% 
AlexlindOT  Gordon  Swankie,  and  Robert  Grordon,  his  servitor. 
,  About  this  time,  an  Aberdeen's  ship,  whereof  Thomas  Boyes 
was  master,  coming  with  goods  to  Aberdeen  frae  Holland,  is 
forced  by  oontrary  winds  up  the  Forth,  but  at  the  estates  com- 
mand she  is  shortly  boarded  and  manned,  and  her  hatches  clos- 
ed, aUedging  her  merchants  in  the  beginning  of  thir  troubles 
fled  the  gocd  cause  with  their  best  goods,  and  went  over  to 
Holland,  where  they  uttered  unreserved  speeches  agsinst  this 
cause  and  authors  thereof  in  Campveer,  but  now  seeing  appear- 
ance of  peace,  they  would  return  home.  The  goods  parUy  be- 
l^iged  to  such  as  had  fled,  and  partly  to  such  as  fled  not,  but 
.they  are  all  summoned  to  compear  before  the  committee  of 
estates  at  Edinburgh,  whereof  some  were  fined;  the  estates  bor- 
jrowed  money  upon  band  frae  some  of  them,  whilk  was  puno- 
.toally  paid,  and  the  ship,  about  the  4th  of  December,  got  liberty 

home  in  peace ;  but  at  this  voyage  Paul  Inglis  and  John  PerBlie» 

two  fine  merchants,  departed  this  life. 

About  this  time,  John  earl  of  Rothes,  Charles  earlofDum- 

fermling,   John  lord  Loudon,   sir  Patrick  Hepburn  of  Wach- 

toon,    sir  William  Douglas  of  Cavers,  William  Drummond  of 

Richardtoun,  John  Smith  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Alexander  Wed- 
4erbmn  of  Dundee,  and  Hugh  Kennedy  of  Air,  as  members  of 

the  estates  of  our  Scottish  parliament ;  and  for  the  church,  Mr. 

Alexander  Henderson  and  Mr.  Archibald  Johnston  were  sent  np 

to  the  English  parliament 

Thursday  the  17th  of  November,  the  master  of  Forbes  being 

iniormedtbat  his  r^ment,  (which  never  did  service),  was  to  be 

disbanded,  rode  shortly  south  to  the  estates,  leaving  his  soldiers 

lying  in  Aberdeen,  sustained  upon  the  tenths  and  twentieths 

collated  by  commissary  Farquhwr. 

Our  Scottish  parliament  sat  down  the  19th  of  November  at 

Edinburgh ;  but  I  refer  what  was  done  to  the  acts  of  parliar 

meat  themselves. 

Saturday  the  20th  of  November,  one  of  the  lord  Sinclair's 
soldiers  minding  to  steal  home  to  his  wife  and  children  is  ap- 
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l^ebeaded  and  hanged  to  the  death,  without  doom  or  law,  be- 
twixt the  crosses  of  New  Aberdeen. 

Sunday  the  2l8t  of  November,  and  Thunday  thereafter,  there 
was  fasting  and  prayer  kept  through  all  Scotland,  for  the  good 
success  of  the  army  and  peace  of  the  country;  but  no  Cut  waa 
kept  in  Old  Aberdeen,  by  reason  of  want  of  our  minister. 

Ye  heard  before,  how  some  of  our  Aberdeen's  burgeooco  CBsam 
home.  Geoi^  Johnston  was  fined  in  one  thousand  pounds  f 
GecNTge  Morison,  David  Rickart,  and  William  Petrie,  were  iUc 
ane  &ied  in  <me  thousand  merks,  and  were  set  at  liberty,  and 
came  home  about  this  time  to  AWdeen* 

Lieutenant  Fotheringhame,  with  about  forty-  musketeers  of 
the  master  of  Forbes'  regiment,  went  out  of  Aberdeen,  having 
order  to  go  out  and  plunder  such  persons  as  had  not  paid  thdr 
tenths,  and  given  up  dieir  men.  He  happened  to  be  at  Fyvia 
with  his  eempany,  drinking  at  an  alehouse,  where  John  GordoUf 
second  aon  to  Ardloggie,  William  Seaton,  chamberlain  of  Fyvie^ 
andsome  others,  happened  to  be  also :  and,  upon  some  slight  oo* 
easion,  aerjeant  Forsyth,  in  this  company,  was  suddenly  shot  by . 
the  said  John  Gcnrdon,  xAo  wan  freely  away,  without  revenge, 
from  the  midst  of  Fotheringfaame's  mudceteers ;  for  the  wiSk 
this  lieutenant  was  pitifully  disgraced  thereafter. 

Ye  heard  also  before,  how  major  Munro,  at  his  removing  wiA 
his  regiment  south,  was  resting  to  the  town's  people's  money  fot 
his  soldiers'  sustentation,  whitt:  he  now  remembers,  and  causes 
commissary  Farquhar  pay  every  one  according  to  his  aoconqit ;  hmH 
he  having  store  of  old  victual  beside  him,  which  was  bought  for 
three  pound  the  boll,  sells  it  out  for  four  pound  again ;  where* 
by  he  made  up  his  profit  at  the  honest  people's  hands  by  this 
shift,  having  allowance  to  have  paid  all  in  ready  money. 

The  committee  of  estates  ordained  one  hundred  and  fiitar 
thousand  guilders,  at  twenty-pence  each,  to  be  paid  by  the  haiil 
burrows  of  Scotland,  as  they  should  be  stented,  for  payment  to 
the  Hollanders  for  ammuniti<m,  powder,  and  ball,  sent  by  them 
to  Scotland,  the  time  of  tlnr  troubles.  Among  the  rest,  Aber^ 
deen  was  stented  in  sixteen  thousand  guilders,  to  be  paid  1^  the 
merchant  traders  allenarly,  upcm  surety  to  be  paid  baek  again 
by  the  estates*  Thus  ilk  mer^anf  s  trade  is  Iried,  and  pubUely 
considered,  within  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  upon  or  about  Ab 
S4th  of  November. 

Thursday,  the  25th  of  November,  captain  Amot,  willi  a  parlgr 
of  musketeers,  was  ordered  down  to  Fy  vie,  to  take  or  IdU  him 
who  had  slain  Forsyth,  the  s^eant,  as  ye  have  heard  before; 
but  the  deed-doer  was  fled.  However,  the  soldiers  who  were 
scattered  lit  this  slaughter,  were  gathered,  and  brought  into  llie 
town. 

Sunday  the  26th  of  December,  Dr.  Guild  preached  bodi 
before  and  after  noon  here  in  Old  Aberdeen.  Mr.  WiHiam 
Strachan  was  received  after  the  forenoon's  sermon  by  the  pa- 
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laMomtslh  Mmnh  and  doacoiii,  tliere  «oiiTeeMd  in  Ae  depobod' 
Dr.  Scro^e's  place,  whose  t«hhii  was  still  vacant  fiae  the  time 
of  hk  dmivatiQn,  and  the  Idrk  was  ill  serred  by  stranger  mi^ 
ftisters  till  this  time.  We  had  good  doctrine  from  iUs  Mr.  WUr 
liam  Straehan  erer  since.  Now  Dr.  Scroggie  dwells  still  in  lua 
^wn  hoosey  till  Wbitsnnday  next  to  come ;  during  which  tima 
ha  vary  adldom  came  to  hear  Mr.  Stracfaan^  bat  went  idiher  to 
Abetdeen  or  Footdee  ujpon  Sunday,  and  liked  rather  to  hear  any 
other  pveadier  than  him  out  of  his  own  pulpit,  wherefrae  he 
waa-thaswise  removed, — one  who  had  served  so  long  in  the  mi« 
mstry, — a  learned^  grave,  ancient  man,  of  singular  good  palrtB» 
i^o,  by  following  Ihe  king,  is  thus  overthrown ;  yet  he  was  re* 
aembered  since. 

The  same  very  Sunday^  after  sermons,  the  laird  of  Haddo  pnr^ 
saad  the  laird  of  Craigjevar  (both  bring  come  frae  sermon), 
anant  the  bishop's  stile,  with  a  rod  in  his  hand,  whilk  he  quicUy 
defended  with  another;  but  they  are  parted  without  blood.  But 
Gn^ievar^  apprehending  himself  to  be  behind,  challei^ed  Hadds 
daily^  who  answered  him  again,  but  it  turned  to  ncihing ;  yet 
imcondlahle  malice  remained  in  the  breast  of  Craigpevar. 

Ye  haazd  bef(Hre  of  the  master  of  Forbes  and  Marischall  being 
before  the  tables.  After  this,  the  master  of  FcH-bes  rode  to  gen« 
end  Ledy,  who  established  his  regiment,  otherwise  he  had 
been  didbanded,  or  at  least  was  to  Im  disbanded  by  the  estateat 
Ife  returns  home  to  Abeideen  from  Newcastle  upon  the  4th  of 
December,  and  again  begins  to  uplift  the  tenths  and  twentieths 
within  Ilia  divioon. 

fiir  John  Lesly  of  Wardhouse  departed  this  life  in  Tilliefinnv 
upon  tiie  29th  of  November,  and  was  buried  within  his  own 
chapel  at  TilUefeur,  where  never  laird  of  Wardhoose  was  buriedl 
bsfinre.     His  lady  was  shortly  after  married  to  the  laird  of  Cluny^ 

Sunday,  the  6ih  of  December,  Mr.  William  Stracfaan,  after 
sermon  before  noon,  in  Old  Aberdeen,  read  out  certain  acts  and 
instructions  set  down  by  the  Icnrds  and  others  of  the  committee 
of  parliament,  at  Edinburgh,  of  the  11th  of  November,  1640; 
wherein  a  strict  command  is  set  down  to  all  the  committees  of 
War,  noblemen,  barons,  colonels,  g^itlemen,  sherifls,  nif^;is*' 
traies  of  burrows,  elders,  and  constables  in  each  parish,  as  they 
wonU  be  answerable  to  the  estates  of  this  kingdom,  that  they 
try,  search,  seek,  and  apprehend,  all  fugitives,  horse  or  foot,  and 
to  present  them  before  the  committee  g?  war  in  ilk  division,  or 
dieriffs  of  the  shire  or  magiBtrates  of  the  burrow  where  the  said 
fugitives  shall  be  imprehended ;  and  whilk  committees,  sherifls, 
or  magistrates,  shall  be  obliged  to  decimate  the  said  fugitives,  by 
hanging  the  tenth  man  of  them ;  and  if  there  be  but  one  or  more 
of  them  within  ten,  to  cause  hang  one  of  the  said  number,  albeit 
there  be  but  one,  and  to  send  the  rest  to  the  committee  of  estates 
at  Edinbargh,  upon  the  public  expences,  to  be  punished  with  a 
mack  of  itt&my,  and  to  be  sent  bade  to  hk  company :  and  whoao 
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llapp^iM,  alter  pubKoftlaoa  kereof,  to  i^eeipt  or  eAtwtaiB  any  of 
these  fugitives,'  horse  or  foot,  or  shall  not  delate  or  deliver  them 
in  manner  aforesaid,  shall  be  reputed  enemies  to  the  goodcanse, 
and  punished  by  the  said  committee  of*  estates,  or  committee  of 
war  where  they  shall  dwell,  and  the  half  o£  his  moveable  good% 
^^M0  JadOf  forfeited ; — the  one  half  thereof  to  be  employed  to  the 
«se4i£'the  pubUek,  and  the  ether  half  to  be  given  to  him  who  de- 
lates 4he  reeapters,  and  qualifies  the  same,  by  and  attour  reeeiv-* 
ing  a  reward  from  the  committee  of  estates.    And  because  there 
ie  a  great  numbw  of  all  aorta  of  peojple  latdy  come  frae  the  anuy, 
and  frae  th^  eompav&es,  within  this  kingdom,  now  on  £»ot  (for 
defence  thereof),  whereof  sundry  have  obtafaied  a  pass,  upon 
condition  they  return  within  a  short  space ;  therefore,  it  is  ata^ 
tnte  and  ordmned,  that  whosoever  ahall  not  return  to  hia  colours 
Within  four  days  after  die  pnUication  hereof,  at  least  after  the 
expiration  of  their  pass,  shall  be  esteemed  as  fugitives,  andahaU 
be  liable  to  the  censure  and  punishment  foresaid ;  and  if  the  emxt^ 
aiittee  of  war  within  each  division  shall  be  negligent  in  oonveen- 
ing  and  taking  order  with  the  said  runaways^and  the  recepteias 
and  concealers,  or  shall  be  deficient  in  putting  this  act  to  exeeo* 
iMm,  each  person  of  the  said  committee  of  war  shall  be  outlawed 
and  fined  by  the  said  committee  of  estates,  in  the  sum  of  three 
Kundred  pounds,  Scots  money,  for  each  failzie,  toUes  quotum ; 
.and  if  4;he  minister  and  elders  shall  be  deficient  in  ddating,  and 
oonstablea  of  paridies,  or  any  other  parishioner,  shall  be  n^b- 
gent  in  searching,  apprehending,  and  presenting  of  the  said  fv^ 
gitives  to  the  said  committees  of  war,  or  other  magistrates  tofre^ 
aaid,  in  putting  the  said  acts  in  due  execution,  so  &r  as  conceims 
th«r  parts  thereof,  each  one  of  them  who  shall  be  found  negii*> 
gent,  shall  be  fined  by  the  committee  of  war  within  their  boaMS^ 
or  by  the  committee  of  estates,  in  one  hundred  pounds  money 
foresaid ;  the  one-half  thereof  shall  pertain  to  the  publick,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  informer,  in  manner  foresaid.     And  if  it  shall 
come  to  knowledge,  who  hath  or  shall  outrigg  soldiers,  horse  or 
foot,  that  these  outrigged  by  them  are  disbanded  and  fled  frae 
their  colours,  the  said  out-putters  of  them  shall  be  obliged  to 
search  for  and  apprehend  the  said  fugitives,  through  the  ha91 
bounds  of  the  presbytery  where  they  dwell,  or  put  (hem  from 
their  bounds :  and  in  case  of  their  failing  so  to  do,  they  shall  be 
obliged  to  make  up  their  number  by  out-putting  of  men  in  their 
places,  sufficiently  provided  in  arms,  and  olber  necessaries,  upon 
their  own  expences ;  and  ordains  these  presents  to  be  pubUdied 
at  the  mercat  crosses  of  all  head  burrows,  and  haill  pariah  kirka 
ii^thin  this  kingdom,  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance. 

Ye  heard  before,  how  Aberdeen  had  furnished  their  part  of 

the  shoes  and  deaths,  but  their  silver  work  escaped,  and  was  not 

.  taken  up,  as  was  done  in  Edinburgh  and  Dundee.     Mr.  WilBatm 

Strachan  collected  out  of  the  Oldtown  arid  Spittal  bounds  about 

iforty  pounds  of  contribution.     Conform .  to  thrir  instructions. 
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fliere  was  neStlier  man  nor  wife,  poor  nor'rich,  buC  li^  mSeefhei 
Ibr  this  contribution ;  and  who  Toinntariljr  woidd  not  give,  ift  re- 
fnsed  to  give,  their  names  were  noted. 

No  doabt  bat  Aberdeen  also  paid  of  voluntary  contribntion 
ihe  sum  of  -*^-  pound  Scots,  and  neither  burrow  nor  land  e»* 
Gaped,  whereby  also  honest  men's,  yea  poor  men's,  purses  were 
daily  picked,  by  one  slight  or  other,  for  maintenance  of  this  good 
cause,  albeit  the  army  lived  sufficiently  upon  England.  Besides, 
upon  Monday  the  I4th  of  December,  a  committee  was  holden  at 
Aberdeen,  where  orders  were  given  out  for  fumisfahig  victual  out 
cf  the  sheriffiiom  of  Aberdeen,  to  be  sent  to  Newcastle  for  sus^ 
teniing  of  the  army,  of  competent  price,  upon  bond  for  payment. 
It  was  said,  that  there  was  sent  out  of  the  sheriffdom  of  Aber- 
deen and  Banff,  twelve  thousand  bolls  of  victual. 

About  this  time,  it  was  said,  that  the  deputy  of  Irelalnd  waft 
warded  in  the  tower  of  London,  and  that  the  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury was  first  committed  to  the  black  rod,  thereafter  to  th6 
said  tower.  Likeas  our  Scottish  commissioners,  upon  the  VMl 
of  December,  set  out  a  printed  paper,  whereof  the  tenor  foHows^ 
This  said  paper  was  intituled,  <<  T%e  Charge  of  the  Scoiiidk 
Gnmniasiatiers  against  ihe  Bishop  of  Canterbury  ;**  which  nvb 
thus : — 

'*  Innofstiims  in  religloo,  whieb  are  vniTeraany  sckiiowlcdged  to  be  te 
mnn  ciiiie  of  eobmiolkmt  in  kingdoms  snd  stoes,  snd  are  known  to  be  tlie 
Otte  oacitM  of  onr  prtsrat  tnmbles,  were  mtsxy  and  greats  betides  the  BoabalBf 
OfdkMtion  and  HomSica.  Itt,  Some  pariieolar  alcerationa  in  matlera  of  reH» 
^f0Sk  pnmeA  upon  na  without  order,  a^iJnst  kw,  and  oontruy  lo  the  Anrm  9^ 
4aliUahed  in  onr  kirk.  9d,  A  new  Book  of  Canons  and  Conatitatiena  BodeabMl^ 
ads  a  Litorgy^  or  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  wtaioh  did  also  eany  idib  theoi 
mumj  daagerooa  errors  in  matters  of  doctrine;  of  all  which  we  tbar^e  the 
pielale  of  Canterbnry  as  the  prime  ctnee  on  earth. 

,  ''  And  fint,  that  this  prdate  was  the  author  and  nrger  of  some  partiailtat 
ahaigaiy  whioh  made  great  diatnrfaanee  among  xm,  we  make  maaiftet.  let.  By 
Jwirteen  letteriy  ■ubBcribed  W.  Cant,  in  the  apaoa  of  two  years,  to  one  of  oar 
.psstanded  biahopa,  Bannatine,  wherein  he  often  enjoined  him  and  other  ft^ 
landed  biabq^  to  appear  in  die  diapel  in  white,  contrary  to  the  caatom  of  omr 
Ud^  and  to  his  promise  made  to  the  pretended  bishop  of  Bdinbnri^  at  the 
oaronatlon,  that  none  of  them  after  that  time  shonld  be  pressed  to  wear  thoas 
garmcnta,  thereby  moving  him  against  his  will  to  pat  them  on  foot  that  time; 
wheran  he  directed  him  to  give  order  for  saying  the  English  aervioe  in  the 
duqpel  twice  »-day  for  his  neglect,  shewing  him  that  he  was  disappointed  ef 
^  bishoprick  of  Bdinbnrgh,  promising  him  npon  his  greater  care  of  theae  iiw 
notationa,  advancement  to  a  better  bishoprick,  taiing  him  for  hia  boldnem 
in  pleaching  the  soand  doctrines  of  the  reformed  kirks,  against  Mr.  Mitchd^ 
who  had  tanght  the  errors  of  Arminins,  in  the  point  of  the  extent  of  the  mmfr 
of  Christ,  bidding  him  send  up  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  coundl,  lords/ and 
aenatora  of  the  college  of  justice,  who  had  not  communicate  in  the  chapel  in>a 
Ibnn  that  was  not  received  by  our  kirk,  commending  him  when  he  found  him 
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obseqwoiM  to  hh  commands,  telling  him  he  hed  moved  the  VtUg  a  aeooiid  time 
for  the  paolthment  of  such  as  had  not  receiTed  in  the  diapel,  and  wheiein  he 
nphraideth  him  bitterly,  that  in  his  first  Synod  in  Aberdeen  he  had  oaly  di»- 
puted  against  our  eastern  of  Scotland  of  ftsting,  sometf  racs  on  ibe  Lord's  day, 
and  presamptnously  censuring  om*  Idrk,  that  in  this  we  are  opposite  to  Cbri^ 
tianity  itself,  and  that  among  us  there  were  no  canons  at  all.  9dly,  By  two 
^pers  of  memoirs  and  instructions  from  the  pretended  bishop  of  St.  Andm^s 
to  thepietended  bishop  of  Ross>  oomingto  this  prelate,  for  ordering  the  afliura 
of  the  Idrk  and  kingdom  of  Scotland;  as  not  only  to  obtain  wanant  to  enkr  the 
exdieqaer,  the  privy  council,  the  great  commisston  of  sunenders,  the  natter 
of  Baknerinodi's  process,  as  might  please  our  prelates,  but  also  warrants  te 
sitting  of  the  high  commission  court  once  a»week  at  £dinbais^,  and  to  pdu 
tine  the  noblemen,  fbr  the  benefit  of  the  prektes  and  their  adherents,  theab* 
bacies  of  Kelso,  Arbroath,  St.  Andrew's,  and  Lindoie^  and  in  the  snalleat 
matter  to  receive  hia  commands,  such  as  taking  down  gpsllcriea  and  stone 
walb  in  the  kirks  of  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrew's,  fbr  no  other  end  but  to^ndoe 
way  ,l^r  altars  and  adoration  towarda  the  eaat;  which,  besides  other  ovila, 
ttade  no  small  noise  and  disturbance  among  the  people,  deprived  heiel^  of 
•tbcir  ordinary  accommodation  for  public  worship. 

<'  The  second  innovation  which  troubled  our  peace,  was  a  fiook  of  Canova 
.and  Constitutions  Ecclesiaatical,  obtruded  on  our  kirk,  found  byonrGenffi|l 
Assembly  to  be  devised  fbr  establishing  a  tyrannical  power  in  the  persona  of 
our  prelates,  over  the  worship  of  God,  over  the  consdences,  liberties,  and 
•goodr  of  the  people,  and  fbr  aboliahing  the  whole  discipline  and  govemmeiit 
of  owr  kirk,  by  general  and  provincial  assemblies,  pieabyteriea,  and  kirk  ass^ 
flioas,  wbiA  were  settled  by  kw,  and  in  continual  peactice  since  the  telbms^ 
Han.  That  Canterbury  was  the  maater  of  this  work  is  manifrst»  by  a  Book  of 
X3anoBasent  to  him,  vrritten  upon  the  one  side  only,  with  the  other  side  blanl^ 
£br  eorreetions,  additaona,  and  putting  all  in  better  order  at  his  plesanre;  whidi 
aooordingly  was  done,  as  aoay  appear  by  interiinings,  marginal^  aent  to  jonr 
ficclatc^,  and  fiUang  up  of  the  blank  pages,  with  directions  aent  to  our  ptn^ 
lates ;  and  that  it  was  done  by  no  other  than  Canterbury,  ia  evident  by  hia 
fiMgiaterial  way  of  prescribing,  and  by  a  new  copy  of  these  csnon^  all  wiittea 
by  the  bishop  of  St.  Andrews'  own  hand  predsdy  to  a  letter,  aocordiqg  to  th« 
Ibrm  aent  back  for  the  king^s  warrant  unto  it,  which  accordingly  waa  obtained^ 
hot  with  an  addition  of  some  other  canons,  and  a  paper  of  aome  other  cciveetion^ 
nacording  to  which,  the  Book  of  Canons  thus  composed  waa  publiahed  in  ptin^ 
4lie  Inspection  of  tiie  books,  instnactions,  and  his  letters  of  joy,  and  of  other 
lattera  of  the  prelato  of  London  and  the  lord  Stirling  to  the  same  purpcae^— all 
whidi  we  are  ready  to  exhibit,  and  will  put  the  matter  out  of  all  debate^ 

**  Besides  this  general,  there  be  some  things  more  speciall,  worthy  to  be  adc^ 
vertad  unto,  for  discovering  his  spirit^-lst.  The  fourth  canon,  chap.  8.  for 
aa  Bioch  as  no  reformation  in  doctrine  or  discipline  can  be  made  perfect  at  once 
la  any  church,  therefore  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Church  of  SeoU 
Jand,  at  any  time,  to  make  remonstrances  to  his  mi^esty  or  his  succeasqn ; 
and  because  thia  canon  holdeth  the  door  to  many  more  innovations,  he  writeth 
to  the  prekte  of  Ross,  his  private  agent  in  all  this  work,  of  his  gladness  that 
this  canon  should  stand  behind  the  curtain,  and  his  great  desire  that  it  niighi 
he  fblly  printed,  as  one  that  vras  to  be  most  useftil.    9d\j,  The  title  prefixed 


mtottoic  tuaom'hf  mt  yrelalet  mm,  Oimomagreiif^tm'hke  prt^posedtoike 
shertd  Bgntiig  tf  the  XM  &f  SeoUaiui,  and  is  thiM  changed  by  Canterbury, 
OoHoki  aUtd   C^sHhUkm  EeelesiaHkal,  Sfe.  ordaifted  to  be  obierwd  by  the 
Clergy,    He  will  nolbave  anons  to  come  iVae  the  authority  of  aynodsy  but  the 
power  of  preklea  or  kiBg*a  prerogatiye.    3dly,  The  fbnnidahle  canon,  ehap.  1. 
ttid  8.  threatoing  no  kaa  than  exoommnnioation  against  all  such  peraons  as  shall 
open  thtir  noutlit  against  any  of  these  hoeks,  proceeded  not  from  <mr  prelates, 
nor-is  to  beflnmd  m  the  copy  sent  from  them,  bat  is  a  tfannderbolt  ftyrged  in 
Ottrterbory's  own  fire.    4thly,  Our  prelates  in  diyene  pkoes  witness  their  difr- 
Hlerofpapisle;*— •  ndilister  shall  be  deposed  if  he  befbond  n^ligent  to  conyert 
pi{Ats,  dtap.  16.  and  15. ;  the  adoiMlon  of  the  bread  is  a  superstition  to  be 
eondemnedj  diap.  6.  6.;  they  call  the ebsolute  necessity  of  baptism  an  error  of 
popery,  ehap.  6.  and  8.    But  in^Ganterbury's  editiim,  the  name  of  papiats  and 
popery  is  not  so  much  aa  mentioDed.    Athly,  Our  prelates  hayenot  die  boldness 
to  trouble  us  in  their  canons  with  altars>  fi>nts,  chanceb,  reading  of  a  Jong  li« 
turgy.  belbre  sermon,  &e. ;  but  Canlerbory  is  pottctnal  and  pesemptory  in  all 
Hiese.  «»€thly,  Although  the  words  of  the  10th  canon,  chap.  S.  be  fidr,  yet  the 
wished  Intentions  of  Canterbury  and  Boss  may  be  seen  in  the  point  ci  jusljfica^ 
thm  of  a  sinner  befinre  God,  hy^  compming  the  csnon  as  it  came  ftom  our  pvsi* 
iMes,  and  a*  It  was  returned  from  Osnteibury,  andpsinted.    Our  prelates  say 
tift»:  '^  It  hr  manifest  diat  the  snpentation  of  ftnaer  ages  hath  tamed  into  & 
great  prefkneness,  and  that  people  are  grown  eM  #ar  the  moat  pavt  in  doing 
iliy  good,  thinking  there  is  no  place  to  good  woviis>  becanse  they  svoeKchided 
IHnu  Justification }  lliereforc  aU  minasteni,  aa  tibmr  test  giveth  eosaaien,  vijga 
the  neeesdty  of  good  works  as'^ey  woidd  be  8ayed>  and  rememhsv  tbat^they 
are  vis  regni  (the  way  to  the  kingdom  of  heanren),  tfioog^  not  <aaneo.r<yiandl 
(the  eause  of  salyation)."    Here  Ross  gifuth  hiajndginent,  tint  ho  would  hste 
fliis  canon  simply  commanding  good  works  to4M- pleached  to  the  people^  «od  no 
mention  made  what  place  they  have  or  haiveaot  in  juatiflcaliou..  Upon  thfe  i 
fionyso  i^eeable  to  Canteri)ury^8  mind,  the  canon  is  set  dosm-ns  it  a 
wMiout  the  distinction  of  eia  regni  ct  eamm  regnamU,  or  any  ward 
€tot  way,  urging  only  the  necessity  of  goad  works.    7thfy,  By  oDsapuriag.MN 
itott  9.  chap.  18.  as  it  Wassent  In  Wikfaigfton  our  prdalSBj  and  asritiKpdiilad 
4t  GknleiMy^commahd,  may  be  akR»mi»lfat,  that  he  wentJihottt  ioresll»* 
iSih  ailModar eonfessiini  and  popish  ahsoltttloifi    8tiiiy>  OurpMfalei  ascwaot 
i^ttfthit^  with  canoiis  Ibr  inffieting  penaltiei;  but  in  GanteslHry'e  badk  ftl 
fl&:  ''WheresoeyertherelsnopensItyexpresdyseidawnyitispBovsdBdiiihnI 
it  shslt  be  arbitrary,  ss  the  ordinary  Shan  Htfnk  fittest"    By  thoiftsoM|tfaeliiM, 
ft'is  Apparent  what  tyrannical  power  he  went  aliout  to  eatsUirii  inehehawlnof 
our  prelates  over  souls  and  goods  of  men,  overturning  ftomlhe  fnaMbtiaa  the 
bttin  order  of  om*  kiric :  what  seeds  of  popery  he aowod  hi  oarihirk^  and  hosr 
krge  m  entr^  he  made  ibr  the  gitMnest  innovations  afterwsid,>whifii»nAit  hove 
been  a  main  cause  of  all  thir  commotions. 

"  The  third  and  great  innovation  was  the  Book  of  CflBMDon  Ftfttt,  adminis- 
tration of  the  sacraments,  and  odier  parts  ef  divine  woiahip-nnd  setncc^  without 
warrant  fjtam  our  kirk,  to  be  universally  received  es  the -only  ibrmofdifine 
tervice,  under  all  highest  pains,  both  dvil  and  ecclesiastical,  which  isrfimnd  by 
our  nati^ma  assembly  (beddes  the  popish  ftume  and  finus  of  drane  wAsbip), 

F    f 
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to  be  ffikd  with  mapy  enon  and  eeiemoDie^  mdilw  Mfdt.of  manifiiUgiOM 
BupentitioDii  and  idoUlries,  and  to  be  repugnant  to  the  dootrin^  diacipUnr,  and 
order  of  onr  reformation,  to  the  Confeaaion  of  Faith,  oonatitution  of  general  aa- 
aembliea,  the  acU  of  parliament  eauUiahing  the  true  rdigion.  That  thia  alao 
waa  Canterbury's  work,  we  make  manifest  by  the  memoira  and  inatructiona  aent 
unto  him  by  our  prelatea,  wherein  they  give  a  apedal  aocount  of  the  diligenoe 
they  had  uaed  to  do  all  which  herein  they  were  eigoined,  by  the  afq^bation  of 
the  Service  Books  aent  to  them,  and  of  all  the  maiginal  eonrectaona  whcreia 
it  Tarieth^  ahewing  their  deaire  to  have  aome  thinga  changed  in  it,  which,  not« 
withatanding,  was  not  granted.  Thus  we  find  written  by  the  biah<9  of  St..  An- 
diew'a  own  hand,  and  subacribed  by  him  and  nine  other  of  our  prdatea;  by 
Canterbury 'a  own  letters,  witnesses  of  his  joy  when  the  book  waa.  ready  for  the 
pieaa ;  of  hia  prayers  that  God  would  apeed  the  work  ;  of  his  hope  to  see  that 
work  set  up  in  Scotland;  of  hia  diligence  to  aend  for  the  printer,  and  directing 
hbn  10  pveiiare  a  black  letter,  and  to  send  it  to  hia  aervanta  at  £dinbur;e^,  fiv 
pontiQg  the  hooka ;  of  hia  approbation  of  the  proofs  sent  from  preas ;  of  hia 
fear  of  ddaying  bringing  the  work  to  an  end,  for  the  great  good  of  the  ehnrch; 
of  hia  enoouraging  Rosa,  who  waa  entrusted  with  the  presa,  to  go  on  in  thia 
piece  of  aervioe,  without  fear  of  enemiea,— ^  which  may  be  aeen  in  the  auto* 
gnvha,  and  by  letters  aent  by  the  prelate  of  London  to  Rosa,  wherein  he  re- 
Joieeth  at  the.Scottiah  eanona,  which,  although  they  ahould  make  some  noiaeat 
the  beginning,  yet  they  would  be  more  for  the  good  of  the  kirk  than  the  eanona 
of  fidinbnigh  fe  the  good  of  the  kingdom.  So,  cMweming  the  liturgy,  he 
aheweth,  that  Boas  aent  to  hare  an  expknation  from  Canterbury  of  aome  p«s- 
aagea  of  the  Service  Book,  and  that  the  press  bdmved  to  stand  till  the  ezplaufr* 
tiftt  came  to  Edinbuigh,  which  he  had  therefbre  in  haate  obtained  from  hia 
gna^  and. aent  the  diapatch  away  by  Canterbury'a  own  conveyance;  but  tho 
book  itadf  aa  it  atanda,  interlined,  margined,  and  patched  up,  ia  much  more 
than  all  that  ia  expreased  in  hia  letteas,  and  the  changea  and  supplements  them- 
adifea  taken  ftom  the  Maas  Book,  and  other  Bomiab  lituala,  by  which  he  maketh 
it  to  vary  ftom  the  hopk  of  Bngland,  are  more  pregnant  testimonies  of  hia  po-^ 
piah  aptrit  and  wicked  intentiona  which  he  would  have  put  in  exec|ition  npoi^ 
Ui^*  than  can  be  denied.  The  large  declaration  profeaseth,  that  all  the  variattim 
of  onr  book  from  the  book  of  Bng^d,  that  the  king  understood,  waa  in  audi 
tiungi  aa  thaScottiah  humoura  would  oompfy  with  better  than  with  that  of  ^the 
Ang^iah  aervioe.  These  popish  innovationa,  therefore,  have  been  auperetitionaiy 
inaortcd  by  him,  without  the  king*a  knowledge,  and  againat  hia  purpoae*  Our 
Sealtlah  prelateado  petition  that  aome  thinga  may  be  abated  of  the  £n|^  co* 
MBumiea,  audi  aa  the  croaa  in  baptism,  the  ring  in  marriage,  and  aome  other 
thingi;  but  Canterbury  will  not  only  have  these  thinga  Icept,  but  a  great  mnf, 
more  worse  thingi  anperaddcd,  which  waa  nothing  elae  but  adding  Aiel  to  the 
five.  To  expceas  and  diacover  all  would  require  a  whole^bodc;  we  ahall  only 
touch  at  aome  few  in  the  matter  of  communion* 

'«  Thia  book  inverteth  the  order  of  the  communion  in  the  book  of' England, 
aamay  be  seen  by  the  numbers  setting  down  this  order  of  communion,  1.6^9. 
6.  7.  S.  4.  8. 9»  10. 16.  Of  the  diverse  secret  reasons  of  this  change  we  mention 
only  one:-^In  beginning  the  /qiiritnal  praiae  and  thankigiving  which  ia  in  the 
bev^of  SngUad  pertinently  aOer  the  communion  with  the  prayer  of  i 
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llM7%adllittittteUM  ttttiD*  0^  nMiMftul  or  iAMtoo,  UnrMollieroiid  Imc 
clMtlieiiwiiNMridla&dMeriioeofpMiienientiM^  in  it  ni^  be  imdtntood  ae- 
eoldiiig  tdthe  popiih  meftniDg*  BMitnUii^  dfMi$$a,  lib.  9.  cktqK  91.  iiioicifibe 
spitkMl  ncrillee,  batbf  theoUationofthebody  of  the  Lord. 
-  *'ItteeflM  to  be  no  great  metier,  diat  without  wenant  of  the  book  of  Bd^ 
ted>  tiie  prasbyter,  goiag  Anmd  the  norUi  end  of  the  table,  ahall  etand  during 
the  Itane.of  eooeeeratkni  at  anefa  a  part  of  the  table  as  when  he  may,  with  more 
eaie  and  deoeney,  use  both  handa;  yet  bdng  tried,  it  importeth  mnch  ;  and  that 
iie  mnat  alttid  with  his  hinderparta  towards  the  people,  representing  (saith 
Mrand,)  that  whidh  the  Lord  ssid  of  Moses,  Thou  shalt  see  my  hbider  parts. 
He  mma  haire  the  nse  of  both  his  hands,  not  Ibr  any  thing  he  has  to  do  about 
the  bfead  and  wine,  Ibr  that  mnatbe  done  at  the  north  end  of  the  table,  to  be 
bolter  aeen  of  the  people;  biit(aa  wearotanghtby  theraHonalistB)  tfaathemay 
boatretflhiag  out  his  anna  to  represent  the  extension  of  Christ  on  the  cross,  and 
Ihethemay  more  eonveiteitly  lift  up  the  bread  and  wine  above  his  head,  tobe 
Bson  and  adoied  of  the  people,  who,  in  the  mbriok  of  the  general  oonftssion  a 
Uttlebefbre,  are  dkvetcd  humbly  to  kned  on  their  knees,  that  the  priest's  dem- 
tion,  so  magnified  in  the  mam,  and  the  people's  adoratk>n  may  go  together ; 
that,  in  this  posture,  speaking  with  a  low  yoioe,  and  mattering  (ibr  sotactimea 
he  is  eommaaded  to  speak  with  a  kmd  Toice,  and  diatinotly),  he  be  not  hsaid 
by  thepeo^e;  which  iano  less  a  mocking  of  God  and  hiapeopte,  than  if  the 
words  were  spoken  in  an  unknown  language.  As  there  is  no  word  of  iril  this  in 
tiMiEdgHsh  8sr«iee,sodo^  the  book  in  King  Bdward's  time  give  to  every  pres* 
byier  his  liberty  of  gesture,  which  yet  gavesuehotfbnoe  to  Buoar,  the  eensorerof 
the  book,  and  aven  in  Cassander^s  own  Judgment,  a  man  of  great  moderatien  in 
Mflltsn  of  dus  kind,  that  he  osUeth  them,  1111119110111  joliv  ecMroNiloir  mism  gutag, 
and  would  have  them  to  be  abhorred,  beeause  they  confirm  to  the  simple  andsu* 
petsHUous,  Tir  imjdmn  ei  emtmiemnUin^fidtidmn*  The  oorporal  prosonoe  of 
Christ's  body  in  the  sacrament  isalsoto  be  Ibund  here;  fiyr  tile  words  of  the 
Mass  Book,  serving  to  this  purpose,  whidi  are  sharply  considered  by  Bueer'  in 
king  Edward's  litmrgy,  andare  not  to  be  fimnd  in  the  book  of  England,  sio 
tsken  in  here.  Almighty  God  is  invoked,  that,  of  his  almighty  goodnem,  he  na^ 
^mefasalb  so  to  bless  and  sanctify,  with  his  word  and  Spirit,  those  gifts  of  bread 
and  wine,  thatthey  may  be  to  us  the  body  and  blood  of  Chiiit 

'*  The  change  here  is  made  a  work  of  God*a  omnipotency.  The  words  of  the 
mass,  «f  jfEeml  nobis,  are  translated  in  king  Edward's  book,  <'  That  tiiey  may 
be  unto  us,"  which  are  again  turned  into  Latin  by  Alsiua,  tUfimt  nMs.  On 
the  other  part,  the  expressions  of  the  book  of  Enghmd  at  the  dstivery  of  the 
elements,  of  ibeding  on  Christ  by  fidth,  and  of  eating  and  drinkhig  in  imneao* 
bMnee  that  Christ  (Ked  fiir  thee,  are  utterly  deleted.  Blany  evidences  there  be 
in  this  part  of  the  communion,  of  thr  bodily  presenee  of  Christ,  very  sgreeabie 
td  the  doctrines  taught  by  hia  secretaries,  whieh  this  paper  cannot  contain. 
They  tCach  us  that  Christ  is  received  in  the  sacrament  cwporaMter,  bodi  o^fe^* 
iHn  iand  gul^Um^  totfpks  ChrisH  e$t  objechtm  quod  rae^diur,  ei  eorpiu  nortrmm 
ni  ndgfeeikmquo  redpitw. 

«  The  book  of  Engknd  abollsheth  all  that  may  import  the  obktion  of  any 
libbloody  eaeriilce;  but  here  we  hav^  besides  the  preparatory  oblatiim  of  dM 
elements  (whieh  is  neither  to  be  fbdnd  in  the  book  of  Enghmd  how,-  nor^khig 
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Wwi«l'»  book  «f  <ildX  ih04M«fticto««  Aa  iMdy-  iwid  Vho^  of  41i|i^,  i#A 
BellanBine  caUefeh  #aor^/Sc»vfii  tev^^^wa  jPsim  j»0r  t^M  .mqfu^fwrv  ZiuKJqtiiry 
This  also  agreeth  weUwitb  their  late  doedine.  We  ar^r  nady*  whteaesfw  ii 
shall  be  judged  oonvaniefit  and  we  ahail  be  deairpd^  4o-.diaoofOi?  nuoh  flMre 
matletB  of  tfcda  kind^  aa  gHHanda  laid  for  miao  noca,  pr  the  Inlf  ivim,-the  pri- 
yate  masa  withoat  the  peopfe,  or  comnimioiiinf  in  ono  Idqd^  of  the  tfrnBomj^ 
tioo  by  the  prieati  and  the  oonannmiation  of  the  aaoifiee,  of  readying  Iha  aar 
onamcni  in  the  nKNith>  and  nol  in  the  hand,  &o^ 

*'  Our  supplioationa  were  many  agaioat  tfaeae  booka,  but  Canteiihury  paaoyyd 
ihaoi  to  be  answered  by  temUe  prodaaoationa.  We  waro  oonalaaiMd  to  uao  the 
remedy  of  protestation ;  b«l  for  onr  proteHation^  And  other  lawifoi  maana  which 
we  «8od  for  our  dehvvranoe^  Caotertmry  pioaared  na  to  be  .dadatfad- xAflla'  a«d 
indtara  in  aU  the  pariah  kirka  of  Ei^and.  Whenwe  were  a«^kii^  to  ppaaaai 
our  mligion  in  peace*  against  deeveea  and  no? atinns*  Canterbnay  kiddlad  war 
aigainst  na.  In  all  thia  it  ia  known  that  he  w^a^  althmigh  nofrtheaola*  yel 
the  principal  agent  and  adviier.  When^  by  the.paeifieatiOn  at  Betwiah^  both 
kingdoma  looked  fiir  peace  and  quetnasa*  he  spared  not  openly,  in  the  hearing 
of  many,  often  befbre  the  king*  and  piiyately  at  the  council  table  and  privy 
jnnloi  toapeak  of  na  aa  rdbeb  and  traitoia;  and  to  apeak  againat  the  paqftaa* 
Ikn  aa  diahanonrable*  and  meet  to  be  broken:  neither  did  hia  maligwnao  and 
hittameas  eyer  aufibr  him  to  reat,  till  a  new  war  waa  enteied  vpon,  awl  all 
things  prepared  for  our  daatruation. 

^'Byhkn  it.tfaa  that  one  ooyenant*  approran  by  national  aaacmbliaa>  anb# 
'aecibad  by  hia  miiiealy'a  eonmuaawner*  and  by  the  lorda  of  hia  nn^eaty'a  aavo^ 
dl,  and  Mcommcnded  to  besobaoribed  by  all  theanlisiecta  of  tho  kingdom,  aa  a 
jieattnioBy  of  our  dnty  to  God  and  onr  king»  by  hhn  waa  it  eaUed  nn09dly» 
damnable,  and  treaaonable ;  by  him  were  oaths  inventted  and  pvaaaed  npan  di« 
verse  of  our  pom^  countrymen,  i^ion  pain  of  impriaonment  and  miaeriaa  wUeh 
were  nnwamntabk  by  law,  and  contrary  to  their  national  oath. 

**  When  onr  oomnuasioners  appeared,  to  render  the  reaaona  of  onr  damanda, 
bo  leaved  not,  in  preaence  of  the  committee,  to  rail  againat  onr  national  aa* 
aenMy,  aa  not  daring  to  appear  before  the  world  and  kirka  abroad,  where  bo 
himaelf  and  aotwna  were  liable  .to  endure  trial,  and  against  onr  Just  and  accea* 
aary  defence,  aa  the  moat  malidona  and  treaaonable  contempt  of  monarcbial  go- 
verHmtfit  that  any  bygone  age  had  heard  of.  Hia  hand  waaalao  at  die  wanrant 
for  the  reatraint  and  impriaonment  ef  our  conuniasionava  sent  ftom  the  parlia* 
aaent,  wanrantedby  the  king,  and  aednagtfan  peace  of  the  kingdoma* 

*'  When  wo  had,  by  onr  dedamtaon,  remonatrancea,  and  repreaentatioBa^ 
aanifoatcd  the  truth  of  onr  intentiona,  and  IswfVilnees  of  our  aetion%  to  all  the 
good  ttil^ii^  of  the  kingdom  of  England;  when  the  Ute  parliament  oonM  not 
be  mofod  to  enter  into  war  against  us,  maintaining  onr  religion  and  libartiai^ 
Camterbury  did  not  only  adviae  the  breaking  np  of  that  high  and  honoqmUe 
eonrt^  to  die  great  grief  and  haaard  of  the  king,  but  (whidi  is  without  asample) 
did  ait  still  in  the  oonyocatkm,  and  nudce  canona  and  conatitntiona  agdnat  na, 
and  our  jnat  and  necessary  defence,  ordaining,  under  all  hif^ieat  pains»  that 
hoeOfiar  the  deigy  dnU  preach  four  tirote  in  the  year,  such  doanrinea  aa  is 
«anlra^  not  only  to  oar  proceedings,  bat  to  the  doctrine  and  preceedings  of 
iho reformed  kiifca>  tending  to  the  utter  da^ery  and  min  of  all  eatataa.  and 
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mt^beoi  luflldint,  iia  pcoeorad  aix  MMdui.  to  be  liflcd  of  tibo liefer,  nn* 
dfvtiM  pii»  o^dflfvhitioD  to  oU  that  fhooM  i)bCm  uid  whidi  is  yet  woae,  or 
sbovaivliMh  maliee  cnmot  aeeaid,  by  bie  meui  A  paper  k  framed^  printed 
aadeent^tliioiighallthepariabeaof  Bagkod,  tobe  Hidiaaacblvolieiiiitim^ 
^dWiae  serfice,  imniediatriy  after  the  'Tpnfit  ftr  the  king  and  eoyal  fionilyv 
eigaiiMt  OHT  MtioD,  by  tbe  none  oftraltewHU  anldeele^  having  ont-off  all  obep 
diciMB  to  onr  anointed  •oreraign,  andooaeing  inanbeUioda  manner  to  isfade 
Bngl^tidj  that  ehanenuiy  cover  onr  fUM,  ae  enemioB  to  God  and  thefctngv 

«'  Wheeoover  ahaU  hnpartially  enmine  what  hith  pioceedad  £nia  himeli 
in-tiieie  tiro Booka of  Candna and  Gooutton  Prayer;  what dootrinee  hav4 beef 
poUhted  and  printed*  theie  yearabypaet  In  Bn^hmd  ^r  hia  dieeiplea  and  emiap 
larieey  what  groeo  popery  in*  Aemeat  material  peinta  wo  havo^Mmd,  and  are 
taedy  mmIiow  ill  thepoaiiMmo  writtngi  of  the  prebdeaof  Sdfaibaigh  and  Dnmi 
bUne,  hie  own  ereaturaiy  bis  neereet  fitmiHaie^  and  meet  wflling  inrinanentale 
advance  his  ooonoils  and  p^jecte;  shdl  perceive  that  his  intentions  were  deep 
and  laige  against  all  reflmned  Idrks  and  reformaticll  of  redigidil,  which  hi  hia 
'milJesty's  dominions  was  pantibg^  and  by  this  timle  had  rendered  npihie  ghdstj 
if  God  had  not,  in  a  vronderfbl  way  of  mercy^  prevented  it ;  and  that  if  the 
pope  himself  had  been  in  his  place^  he  ccmld  not  have  been  more  aeahms  in  no* 
godating^fbr  Rome  against  the  reformed  HrfcSj  to  rednoe  them  to  the  heresiea  of 
ddctrine^  the  superstitions  and  idolatries  of  worship,  and  the  tyranny  in  gD«> 
Vemment  which  are  in  that  see,  and  fbr  which  the  refbrmed  kirks  did  separate 
At>m  i^  and  came  ibrth  of  BabeL  From  him  certainly  hath  issoed  aB  this  do* 
hge  which  hath  almost  overturned  alL  We  therefore  are  confident,  that  yoo^ 
Icrdships  will  deal  eflbctdally  with  the  parliament,  that  this  firebrand  be  edth^ 
^remeived  ftom  his  majesty's  presence,  and  that  he  may  be  put  to  trial,  and  to 
hia  deserved  censure,  accc^ng  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  whidi  will  be  good 
service  to  God,  honour  to  the  king  and  parliament,  terror  to  the  wicked,  and 
ecHnfort  to  all  good  men,  and  to  ns  in  special,  who  by  his  means  principally  hay6 
been  put  to  so  many  and  grierous  afllictioDa,  wherein  we  had  perished,  if  God 
bad  not  been  with  us. 

''  We  do  indeed  confess,  that  the  prelates  of  England  have  been  of  very  dif^ 
ferent  humours,  some  of  them  of  a  more  hot,  others  of  a  more  moderate  temper, 
aome  of  them  more  and  some  of  them  less  inclined  to  popery;  yet,  what  kooWH 
trutfi  and  constant  experience  have  made  undeniable,  we  must  at  this  time  con* 
fees,  that  from  the  first  time  of  reformation  of  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  not  only 
after  the  coming  of  king.  James,  of  happy  memory,  into  Engknd,  but  before, 
the  prelates  of  England  have  by  all  means  been  incessantly  working  the  over* 
throw  of  our  discipline  and  government ;  and  if  it  hath  come  to  pass  of  late« 
that  the  prelates  of  England  have  preTsiled,  and  brought  us  in  sutjection  aa 
to  the  point  of  government,  and  finding  their  long-watched  opportunity,  and  a 
fkir  congruity  of  many  spirita  and  powers  ready  to  operate  for  their  ends,  hav§ 
made  a  strong  sssault  upon  the  whole  external  worship  and  doctrine  of  our 
church,  by  which  they  did  not  aim  to  make  ns  refbrm  to  England,  but  first  tb 
make  Scotland  (whose  weakness  in  resisting  they  had  before  experienced,  in  the 
innovations  of  government,  and  some  points  of  worship),  and  thereafter  Eng- 
land, conform  to  Rome,  wherein  England  had  separated  fVom  Rome  ever  since 
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tlie  Beitoaalioii^i*Htii«TiI,  ibmfyfte,  whteh  hatli  no^mamnA  itewd  i 
penoQil  dia|KMitioii<of  theprektas  theiMdMB*  M  the  kiB«te  qnalUy  And  i 
Md  the  office  end  prdatknl  hierweby^  which  did  brieg  ftcth  the  pope  in  < 
timM,  pxtd  never  oeaieth  till  it  bring  forth  popith  doctrine  end  wovohip,  were 
It  once  noted,  end  the  prinriplee  thereof  foneBted  end  cloedy  foUewed  ;  end 
ilrom  that  aatipetfay  and  inconsistency  of  the  two  tena  of  eedeiaaalioal  0if  em^ 
menty  which  they  oonaelved>  and  not  without  oanaei  that  our  iabnd,  nnited  alee 
under  one  headend  monaxeh,  waa  nol  able  U>  bear>  the  one  being  in  all  pointa 
and  powers  the  same  that  it  waa  in  time  ef  popeiy,  and  now  ia  in  the  AovMn 
d»nroh;  the  other  being  the  farm  of  government  reoeived^  majntainort,  and 
piaotisedbyalltheiefiinDedkirkSf  wherein,  by  their  own  teitimoniea  and  aaa» 
eesBions,  the  kirk  of  Scotland  had  no  small  eminency.  This  also  we  lepwaant 
le  year  kudsfa^'  moat  aeriona  oonrideration,  that  not  only  the  firebeMMUney 
betcmoved,  bat  also  that  the  ilie  ilsdf  may  be  piovidad  i^gainsl^  that-aAer  this 
tlMse  BM^  be  no  more  oombnationa*" 

Wilfa  tl^ispaper^  knit  together  in  one  volume,  followed  another 
printed  paper^  intituled,  ^^  The  Charge  of  the  Scottish  Commit 
moners  against  tlie  Lieutenant  qf  Ireland^'* 
.   Qoth  these  papera  are  dated  the  16th  of  OecemW,  1640. 

Thir  papers,  tous  set  forth  and  printedi  appear  to  be  directed 
by  9ttr  Scottish  commissioners  to  the  lords  of  the  lower  house»  or 
house  of  commons  of  England,  who  accepted,  and  acted  th^ 
part  tp  the  full  desire  of  our  commissioners ;  for,  first,  the  bishop 
pf  Canterbury  is  laid  by  frae  the  king,  and  committed  to  the 
Tower,  and  then  the  lieutenant  of  Irelmid  is  laid  by,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  samen.  So  his  majesty,  against  his  will,  is  mad^ 
quit  of  both. 

Upon  the  19th  of  December,  one  of  the  lord  Sinclair's  soldiers^ 
by  command  of  the  committee  of  estates  at  Edinburgh,  was  had 
to  the  Heading  Hill  of  Aberdeen,  bound  to  a  stake,  and  three 
soldiers  appointed,  ilk'  ane  after  another,  to  shoot  at  him  till  he 
was  dead,  and  that  for  the  slaughter  of  another  fellow-soldier  in 
the  samen  regiment,  lately  committed  by  him  in  Aberdeen.  This 
example  made  them  keep  better  order  in  the  town. 

Sunday  the  20th  of  December,  thunderings  out  of  pulpits 
against  Yool-day  in  Aberdeen,  charging  merchants  and  crafts- 
men, under  pain  of  punishment,  to  keep  their  booths,  buy,  sell, 
and  labour  as  on  any  other  work-day,  all  and  every  one,  hus- 
bandmen and  others.  The  booth-doors  stood  open,  for  fear,  but 
there  was  little  merchandise  bought,  far  less  work  wrought. 
The  grammars  had  twenty  days  play,  and  the  collegenars  had 
eight  in  Old  Aberdeen,  conform  to  use  and  wont  at  Yool. 

Yool-day,  the  25th  of  December,  no  preaching  in  either  of 
Aberdeens,  as  was  wont,  and  as  little  work  wrought  all  the 
three  days.  It  was  said  doctor  Guild  would  not  keep  Yool-day, 
falling  this  year  upon  Friday,  but  on  Yool-even  he  bad  good 
chear,  where  the  lord  Sinclair,  the  master  of  Forbes,  the  provost 
and  baillies,  with  some  others,  were  well  feasted ;  all  made  merry 
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1k«i'9ight»  Imt  BO  teeiMiy  of  Yool^day  oii  the'  teorrow.  Bdt 
iifoii*tbo  26«h  of  Deoember,  he  going  through  Abeordeen^  eolleet- 
liig  the  Tolimtary  oontrihtttiooy  unhappily  wreited  hk  eboti  or 
l0g,  whereby  he  might  not  eland  to  preach.  In  the  pnlpit  wae 
firand  a  paper  deelarieg  his  hypoeriay  for  feasting  upon  Yocd-«ren* 
but  not  upon  YooV-day,  whereat  he  was  offended,  'but  coidd* 
challenge  no  man  with  it» 

Wednesdey  the  Sdth  of  December,  cohmel  master  of  Forbes* 
sent  out  a  captain  with  thirty*two  soldiers  to  take  in  the  place* 
of  Oight.  The  house  is  rendered  by  the  lady,  but  she  came  in  andr 
dealt  so  with  the  master  of  Forbes,  that  they  were  idl  remoredr 
and  came  hack  agam  to  Aberdeen. 

About  this  time,  Alexander  Annand  of  Caterljme  removed  out* 
of  Drum,  and  another  captain  put  in  his  plaee^  with  whom  the' 
lady  was  better  pleased ;  and  he  remained  there  till  abetit  tiM  9th 
of  February  next. 

About  thjs  time  also  returned  from  London,  the  lairds  of  Pit» 
foddels,  elder  and  younger,  die  lairds  of  Udny,  Muiresk,  Fet- 
temear,  and  diverse  others,  who  had  fled  the  covenant,  after 
they  had  spent  their  means,  and  were  forced  to  submit  to  the 
jttc^ment  of  the  committee  of  estates,  who  fined  every  one  of 
them  at  their  pleasure  for  outstanding,  compelled  them  to  swear 
and  subscribe  the  covenant,  syne  gave  them  leave  to  come 
home  to  their  own  houses,  greater  fools  than  they  went  out, 
without  succour  or  relief  from  the  king;  but  first  they  were  all. 
kept  long  in  ward  in  Edinburgh  tolbooth,  thereafter  fined  and 
set  at  liberty. 

It  was  reported  about  this  time,  that  the  lord  Boyd  upon  hie 
death-bed  revealed  a  band  made  up  by  diverse  lords,  Whereof 
himself  was  one,  founded  upon  some  miscontentment,  not  against 
the  covenant,  but  against  the  earls  of  Argyll,  Rothes,  the  lords 
Lindsay,  Loudon,  Balmerinoch,  Couper,  and  some  others,  who 
took  upon  them  to  rule  and  guide  all,  and  to  govern  as  worthy 
nobles  as  themselves  in  the  pubHe  business.  Shortly  after  the 
revelation,  the  lord  Boyd  deceased. 

This  bmid,  as  was  said,  was  made  up  and  subscribed  by  the 
earls  of  Montrose,  Marisehall,  Mar,  Strathem,  Southesk,  Sea*' 
forth,  Wigtoun,  Perth,  lord  Napier,  and  others.  The  committee 
ai  estates  thought  heavy  of  this ;  they  are  accused,  they  confess, 
and  produce  the  band,  which  is  burnt  in  the  fire. 

Monday  the  28th  of  December,  Mr.  Gilbert  Ross,  minister  at 
Elgin,  accompanied  with  the  young  laird  of  Innes»  the  laird  of 
Birdie,  and  some  others,  without  authority  brake  down  the  tim« 
her  partition-wall  dividing  the  kirk  of  Elgin  fme' the  quire,  whilk 
had  steod  ever  since  the  reformation,  near  seven  score  years  or 
above.  On  the  west  side  was  painted  in  excellent  colours,  illu- 
nnnated  with  stars  of  bright  gmd,  the  crucifixion  of  our  blessed 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Ttlis  niece  was  so  excellently  done,  that 
the  odours  never  laded,  but  Icept  haill  and  sound  as  at  the  be- 


^ifftingn  iiotwttlMitliiidiilg  this  oott^  or  ^haiittery^ric  WMllii- 
die  to^  nnce  the  reformation,  and  no  liaill  windows  therein  to 
save  the  same  from  storm,  snow,  sleet,  or  wet,  whilk  myself 
SBw^;  .and,  marvellous  to  consider  !  on  the  od&er  side  of  this  wMf 
Iwwards  die  east,  was  drawn  the  day  of  jndgment ;  but  all  is 
tkrown  to  the  gromid.  It  was  said  thdr  minister  caused  to'bring 
home  to  his  house  the  timber  thereof,  and  bum  die  saioQen  for^ 
■erviiig  his  kitchen,  and  other  uses ;  but- each  night  the^fire  went 
mat  wherein  it  was  burnt,  and  could  not  be  kept  in  to  kindle  lihe< 
Aioming  iire,  as  use  is!  whereat  the  -servants  marvelled;  and* 
Aereupon  the  minister  left  off  and  forbore  to  bring  in  or  bam' 
any  more  of  that  timber  in  his*  house.  This  was  remarked  and- 
8|Hike  through  Elgin,  and  creditably  reported  to  myself.  A  great 
boldness,  without  warrant  of  the  king,  to  destroy  eharohes  at* 
that  rate !  yet  it  was  done  by  order  of  the  assembly. 

The  foresaid  Monday,  proclamation  was  made  at  die  cross  of 
Aberdeen,  commanding  both  Newtown  and  Oldtown  to  famish 
out  to  general  Lesly's  army,  and  to  ilk  soldier  thereof,  their 
share  of  a  stand  of  gray  deaths,  two  shirts,  and  two  pair  <if 
shoes,  under  the  pain  of  plundering.  Search  was  made,  bnl^ 
found  they  were  not  able  to  do  the  samen,  in  respect  of  the  pfXH. 
vision  made  by  them  before  to  some  of  the  same  soldiers ;  where-' 

Zn  order  was  given  out  to  search  the  country  for  hides,  gmy* 
iths,  and  sarking  cloath,  and  to  pay  the  sellers  out  of  the 
town  of  Aberdeen's  voluntary  contributions;  such  bb  might  her 
got  was  brought  in  and  furnished^  and  the  taylors  and  cordiaers 
of  both  Aberdeens  were  set  to  work  to  make  up  thir  cloaths  and< 
shoes,  and  sempsters  to  sew  their  shirts;  bat  they  got  nothing 
for  their  travel,  and  their  commodides  were  per  force  bronghtto^ 
the  town  from  the  country  people  by  a  party  of  sohfierft,  dirset 
out  to  search  and  take  wherever  they  might  be  found. 


ANNO  1641. 

Captain  Forbes,  alias  Kaird,  upon  Saturday  the  9th  of  Jan- 
nary,  is  warded  in  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  for  robbing  a* 
merchant  on  the  highway,  called  Liddel,  syne  transported  there^ 
frae  to  the  committee  of  estates  at  Bdinburgh,  there  to  abide" 
censure,  where  he  was  warded,  and  lay  miserably  therein,  tUlliy^ 
moyan  he  was  set  to  liberty  about  the  —  day  of  — —  1642  years. 
Both  Aberdeens  were  gkd  to  be  quit  of  him,  he  being  trouble- 
some in  drink. 

The  I4th  of  February,  Robert  lord  Burleigh  was  chosen  pMK 
sident  of  the  meeting  of  the  estates  of  parliament,  without  either 
king  or  commissioner,  yet  conveened  by  his  majesty's  authoirifyy 
as  the  acts  of  that  parliament  bear,  and  which  estates  continued 
diis  parliament  to  the  I8th  day  of  April  next  to  come.    • 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  lord  Gordon's  coming  to  this  eomtipy^ 
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lie  fomaafied  M»e  wbile  aboat  bis  aflUr%  and  u^m  Fridtfy  th^ 
t54h  -of  Jaaoaiy,  abips  at  Banff,  a&d  back  to  Berwiek  sails  be ; 
and  firae  tbat  to  Newcastle,  where,  by  persuanon  of  bis  uncle,  the 
earl  of  ArgyU,  be  subscribed  tbe  covenant,  and  became  a  good 
bairn. 

Ye  beard  also  bow  Serjeant  Forsytb  was  slain  by  one  Jobn 
Gordon,  wbere  lieutenant  Fotberinghame  was  brought  in  and 
accused  beiore  tbe  committee  of  war  in  Aberdeen,  (tbe  lord  Sin* 
olair  and  master  of  Forbes  being  present,)  for  not  revenging  of 
Forsyth's  death  upon  tbe  committees  thereof  in  a  military  man«* 
ner.  AAeir  some  reasoning,  be  was  disgracefully  d^aded,  and 
latfoa  Saturday  tbe  i6tli  of  January,  by  order,  the  hangman  brake 
bis  sword  between  the  crosses  of  Aberdeen,  and  betwixt  tbe 
gallows  trams  standing  there,  and  to  bis  perpetual  disgrace,  and 
in  example  of  others  to  commit  the  like ;  thereafter  he  is  with 
shame  convoyed  out  of  the  town  through  Futtie-port  to  seek  bier 
fortune. 

Ye  beard  likewise  before  of  tbe  voluntary  contribution  taken 
0nt  of  Old  Aberdeen  ;  there  followed  shortly  tbe  uplifting  of  the 
tenths  and  twentieths  through  the  country,  and  also  of  theiv 
&rms ;  and  tbe  tenth  penny  of  ilk  bouse  maiU  within  the  town 
was  also  uplifted,  reserving  tbe  bigging  where  the  heritor  bim« 
self  dwelt  free,  allenarly.  Thus  is  burrow  and  land  continually 
vexed. 

Ye  beard  also  before  bow  the  lord  Sinclair's  lieutenant  bad 
cruelly  caused  hang  up  a  soldier  for  deserting ;  whereat,  and  some' 
other  &ult8,  the  lord  Sinclair  was  highly  offended,  and  shortly 
discharged  him,  and  planted  his  own  kwful  brother  colonel  Sin- 
clair in  his  place,  whilk  was  thought  good  service  by  tbe  people 
lor  such  cruelty ;  and  now  the  lord  Sinclair  with  bis  associates' 
b^an  to  bold  committees  in  Aberdeen. 

About  this  time,  tbe  victual  was  daily  transported  frae  Aber- 
deen, Newburgb,  Frasersburgh,  and  Peterhead,  and  diverse  other 
parts,  towards  Newcastle,  towards  general  Lesly's  army's  main- 
tenance, being  uplifted  out  of  the  tenths  and  twentieths  and  the 
bishops'  rents. 

The  master  of  Forbes'  regiment  was,  before  the  9th  of  Feb- 
puaiy  discharged  and  disbanded  by  the  committee  of  estates 
(not  without  tbe  earl  Mariscball's  procuring  in  some  measure), 
because  they  were  but  silly  poor  naked  bodies,  burdenable  to  the 
country,  and  not  fit  for  soldiers.  Thus  is  be  set  beside  the 
cushion,  for  bis  sincerity  and  forwardness  in  the  good  cause. 

The  committee  of  estates  at  Edinburgh  bearing  bow  the  for- 
bidden name  of  McGregor  and  their  accomplices  brake  loose  about 
Ais  time,  and  were  sorning  and  troubling  tbe  king's  li^es  day 
and  night,  condescended  with  the  laird  of  Invercauld,  for  a  cer- 
tain sum  of  money,  to  defend  the  sheriffdoms  of  Angus,  Meams, 
Aberdeen,  and  Banff,  (whilk  were  the  countries  wherein  they  did 
most  injury  and  opinression),  for  a  year  to  come,'  from  all  rief  and  * 
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qK>ilri6 ;  what  was  taken  by.  thir  robbers  frae  them,  he  was 
obliged  to  repay  the  samen  to  the  complainer  within  the  space 
foresaid ;  for  executing  the  whilk  office,  this  forenamed  Isdrd  of 
Invercauld  was  captain  himself,  and  gathered  together  out  of  lus 
own  friends  and  others,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
kept  the  said  four  shires  both  night  and  day  so  carefullv,  that 
none  suffered  skaith,  theft,  or  oppression,  but  lived  in  all  peace 
and  quietness ;  whilk  the  estates  perceiving,  discharged  him  of 
bis  office^  but  gave  him  not  good  payment  of  what  was  promised 
at  the  making  of  the  bargain,  thiiddng  that  the  country  would 
be  free  of  any  more  vexation;  but  thir  limmars  hearing  of  his 
discharge,  brake  out  again  under  John  Dugar,  to  trouble  and 
molest  the  country,  to  dieir  great  grief  and  skaith. 

Upon  Thursday  the  18th  of  February,  there  came  to  Old 
Aberdeen,  out  of  die  marquis  of  Huntly's  bounds,  about  a  hun- 
dred silly  poor  pressed  bodies,  with  a  captain  called  Gordon,  of 
the  houseof  TillieanguB.  They  nighted  for  their  own  pay  in  the 
Oldtown.  Upon  the  morrow,  they  offered  their  service  to  the 
earl  Marischall,  who  directed  them  to  his  regiment  lying  at  Mor«* 
peth  in  England ;  but  how  soon  they  came  to  Edinburgh  to  get 
pay  from  the  estates,  they  were  directed  home,  as  unworthy  sol- 
diers, incontinent,  and  got  not  a  plaek,  but  came  begging  home 
through  the  oountay  from  Edinburgh. 

About  tlus  time,  Lewis  Gordon,  being  with  his  father,  the 
lord  marquis  of  Huntly,  at  London,  noon  some  alledged  misoon- 
tentment,  left  his  father's  company,  without  his  knowledge,  and 
to  his  great  grief;  for  he  unwisely  conveyed  away  with  him  his 
father's  haill  Jewells  in  a  cabinet,  being  of  great  worth,  and  ta 
Holland  goes  he»  leaving  his  father  sorrowful  for  his  lewd  mis- 
carriage, whilk,  amongst  the  rest  of  his  crosses,  he  behoved  pa- 
tiently to  suffer,  although  he  had  not  great  store  of  wealth  lying 
beside  him  at  that  time,  for  maintenance  of  his  noble  rank. 

Upon  the  9th  of  March,  the  lord  Sinclair  directed  his  brother, 
lieutenant-colonel  Sinclair,  with  a  party  of  two  hundred  soldiers, 
from  Aberdeen  to  Murray,  Ross,  Caithness,  and  Sutherland,  for 
inbringing  of  men  to  his  r^;iment,  with  the  tenths  and  twentieths 
of  these  countries.  He  remained  at  Inverness,  and  got  good  obe- 
dience ;  for  there  came  there  to  him  outstanders  and  others,  and 
willingly  suffered  all,  lest  he  had  lived  upon  all  their  estates,  and 
plundered  their  goods,  according  to  the  military  discipline, 
whilk  they  had  no  will  of.  He  stayed  at  Inverness  till  about  the 
third  of  May,  syne  returned. 

Ye  heard  before,  how  Mr.  John  Gr^pory  was  deposed  fit>m 
the  ministry  of  Drumoak.  The  laird  of  Drum  drals  for  him, 
being  his  own  pastor,  and  upon  swearing  and  subscribing  the  co- 
venant, and  teaching  penitentially,  with  great  difficulty  be  was 
again  restored  to  his  own  psrish  kirk. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  16th  of  March,  Mr.  Thomas  Thoirs,  mi- 
nister at  Udny,  a  great  Anti-covenanter,  who  had  also  fled  to 


Jbmo  164L]  TROUBLES  IN  SCOTLAND.  SST 

Bnglmd,  comes  now  calmly  in,  when  lie  coold  no  better,  and 
glftdly  swears  and  snbsoribei  the  covenant,  b^ins  his  peniten«* 
fial  sermons  this  day,  and  gives  obedience,  so  that  he  is  in 
peace. 

Friday  thcf  19th  of  March,  the  lord  Sinclair  sends  out  a  party 
of  soldiers  to  live  upon  the  hurd  of  Lethentie's  lands,  until  he 
should  come  in  and  pay  his  l(n*dsh]p  three  thousand  merks  of 
fine,  whilk  the  laird  thought  heavy,  seeing  he  paid  to  this  samen 
regiment  six  hundred  merks  before,  and  that  they  had  plundered 
frae  him  his  best  horses,  worth  as  much.  However,  he  is  com- 
pelled to  come  in  and  agree  with  his  lordship,  and  so  was  made 
quit  of  the  soldiers,  who  would  have  shortly  harried  his  ground, 
if  he  bad  not  agreed. 

About  this  time,  the  committee  of  estates  at  Edinburgh  direct- 
ed William  Blair,  messenger,  to  go  and  charge  diverse  gentl»* 
men  and  barons  of  the  name  of  Gordon,  and  others  in  this  coun-* 
try,  to  compear  before  our  Scottish  parliament,  to  be  bolden  at 
Edinburgh  the  13th  of  April  next  to  come,  and  there  to  answer 
at  the  instance  of  sir  Thomas  Hope,  his  majesty's  advocate,  sir 
Thomas  Nicholson,  Mr.  Alexander  Pearson,  Mr.  Roger  Mowatf 
and  Mr.  James  Baird,  advocates  and  procurators  for  the  estates^ 
to  nnderly  the  law  for  lies-making,  and  misinforming  his  majesty 
against  his  good'  subjects,  for  sowing  of  sedition,  for  raising 
of  arms  against  the  country,  as  incendiaries,  and  diverse  other 
points ;  with  certification,  if  they  compeared  not,  they  should  be 
declared  traitors,  andt  heir  eistates  confiscated  and  forfaulted. 
This  same  messenger  came  and  used  thir  charges,  but  none  gave 
obedience,  and  nothing  followed  upon  their  disobedience. 

Upon  the  23d  of  March,  the  place  of  Kandechyle,  pertaining 
to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  by  a  sudden  fire  was  recklessly  burnt 
and  destroyed,  the  haill  plenishing  consumed,  to  his  great  skaith. 
However,  crowner  Garden  happened  to  be  dwelling  at  this  samen 
time  in  this  house,  who  was  compelled  to  agree  and  pay  the  mar- 
quis therefor. 

There  came  frae  the  south  to  Dunotter,  the  earl  of  Winton, 
with  his  son,  the  lord  Seaton,  who  had  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  new 
come  firae  Newcastle,  in  their  company.  They  were  well  enter- 
tained, the  lady  Marischall  being  the  earl  of  Winton's  daughter; 
and  upon  the  said  2Sd  of  March,  they,  with  the  earl  Marischall, 
came  to  Aberdeen,  and  visited  both  the  towns* 

Upon  the  morrow,  by  warrant  directed  from  the  committee  of 
the  kirk,  to  eleven  persons  nominated  by  them,  and  dwelling 
wilhin  the  next  adjacent  countries  about  Aberdeen,  as  they  were 
the  body  of  the  general  assembly,  to  nominate,  elect,  and  choose 
three  ministers  for  serving,  the  cure  at  the  kirk  of  New  Aber- 
deen, now  vacant  by  death  partly,  aud  partly  by  deposition  of 
their  own  ordinary  ministers ;  which  eleven  persons  compeared, 
being  ministers  and  elders  of  the  presbytery  and  countries  afore* 
said,  and,  according  to  the  power  given,  elected  Mr.  Edward 
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Wright,  minuter  of  Claekmaimaii,  Mr.  OeoTge  Gillespie,  minig- 
ter  at  Weenui,  and  Mr*  Andrew  Cant,  minister  at  Newbottle,  to^ 
be  preaehers  and  ministers  of  the  said  borrow.  Mr.  Andrew  Cant 
beipg  present,  was  apon  the  foresaid  day  received,  and  he  ac- 
cepted ;  the  other  two  were  absent^  and  accepted  not ;  bat  others 
were  put  in  their  places.  The  town  of  Aberdeen  were  not  fully- 
glad  at  Cant's  coining.  Then  the  foresaid  lords,  having  seen 
both  the  towns  of  Aberdeen,  returned  back  again  to  the  south. 

Sunday  the  4th  of  April,  a  solemn  fast  was  kept  in  bothr 
Aberdeens,  and  through  the  faaill  kingdom,  for  the  hi^py  success 
of  the  army,  peace  and  quietness  of  the  land. 

Upon  Satmrday  the  10th  of  April,  the  lord  Gordon,  l^  advice 
of  the  earl  of  Argyll,  his  uncle  on  the  mother's  side,  came  out 
of  Berwick  to  ^inburgh  (the  marquis,  his  father,  being  still 
out  of  the  kingdom),  where  he  gave  content  to  the  committee  of 
the  general  assembly  for  his  fleeing  the  country,  and  outstanding ; 
next  he  gave  content  to  the  committee  of  estates,  by  swearing 
and  subscribing  the  covenant,  and  obliged  himself  that  his  name 
and  his  father's  vassals  should  keep  good  order,  and  likewise 
that  they  should  swear  and  subscribe  the  covenant  in  his  own 
presence;  or  otherwise,  that  he  should  deliver  a  note  of  the  r^ 
fnsers'  names  to  the  committee  of  estates  at  Edinburgh,  before 
the  22d  of  May  next  to  come.  For  expeding  whereof,  he  forth* 
with  came. to  Strathbc^gie,  eonveened  his  friends  at  Dumben* 
nan,  where  himself  first  sware  and  subscribed  the  covenant  over 
again,  and  then  all  the  rest  would  subscribe,  and  took  them 
obliged  to  keep  order,  by  virtue  of  their  band,  for  his  relief; 
and  such  as  were  absent,  or  being  present  refused,  he  took  up 
their  names,  and  then  came  to  Edinburgh,  and  there  shewed  his 
diligence,  whereof  the  estates  where  heartily  well  content. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  Scottish  commissioners,  their  charge 
against  Canterbury  and  the  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  ac- 
cusations given  therein  against  them.  It  is  verv  apparent  that 
theirs  and  the  English  minds  were  set  for  their  destruction  fully^ 
as  the  only  two  who  had  the  king's  ear  in  all  af&urs  both  in 
church  and  policy,  in  thir  troublesome  times,  and  who  exprest 
themselves  deadly  enemies  to  our  Scottish  proceedings,  and  Aiith«* 
ful  servants  to  his  majesty.  But  on  the  other  part,  both  English 
and  Scottish  being  combined  together,  resolved  to  take  them  both 
from  guiding  the  king,  or  counselling  him,  after  a  kind  of  legal 
way;  and  first,  they  moved  the  king  to  send  for  the  deputy  to 
Ireland,  who  being  come,  was  shortly  warded  in  the  knight  of 
die  black  rod's,  and  thereafter  was  transported  to  the  Tower» 
upon  diverse  pretended  accusations  against  England  and  Scotland. 

But  this  noble  lieutenant  wisely  and  gravely  made  dear  an** 
swers  to  every  article;  yet  they  were  all  repelled,  since  the 
ground  of  his  death  was  otherwise  laid.  His  majesty  left  noth- 
ing undone  for  his  safety  that  lay  in  his  princely  power,  but  he 
could  nowise  prevail  against  this  plot,  to  his  great  grief. 
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At  last  telitence  is  pronounced,  ordaining  this  ndblemm'tf 
head  to  be  striken  frae  his  shoulders  upon  the  Towerhill,  the 
Idth  of  May  next  to  come ;  whilk  sentence  they  compelled  the 
king  to  sign,  sore  against  his  will,  with  his  own  hand. 

Toesday  the  13th  c^  April,  oar  parliament  was  prorogued  to 
the  25th  of  May,  1641 ;  from  diat  continued  to  the  15th  of  July, 
the  said  year;  from  that  appointing  the  next  parliament  to  sit 
down  the  17di  of  November,  4M4,  whereat  the  king  was  pre* 
sent  himself. 

Upon  Thursday  the  15th  of  April,  being  a  presbytery  day, 
Mr.  John  Gr^fory,  of  whom  ye  heard  before,  teached  a  peniten- 
tial sermcm  in  New  Aberdeen.  It  was  not  found  satisfiiotory  by 
Mr*  James  Hervie,  moderator,  and  the  remanent  members  of 
the  presbytery,  and  he  was  ordained  to  put  the  samen  in  write. 
The  brethren  advised  the  samen  with  the  next  provincial  assembly, 
who  found  it  not  satisfaetoiry,  and  therefore  they  ordained  him  to 
preach  peoitentially  at  certain  Idrks,  till  he  gave  content  to  the 
next  ensuing  genenil  assembly,  whilk  he  obeyed. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  20th  of  April,  the  provincial  assembly  saft 
down  in  New  Aberdeen.  Mr.  Adam  Barclay,  minister  at  Al-« 
ford,  was  diosen  moderator  to  the  next  provincial  assembly. 
There  were  sundry  matters  agitated  there ;  and,  first,  anent  Mr^ 
John  Gregory,  as  ye  have  heard.  Mr.  Walter  Hempseed  was 
placed  minister  at  Auchterless,-  in  the  deposed  Mr.  John's  place. 
Mr.  Andrew  Logic,  minister  at  Rayne,  continued  there,  but  was 
prcdiibited  to  preach  till  the  next  genend  assembly,  and  to  sustain 
a  preacher  out  of  his  stipend  to  supply  his  place.  Dr.  Forbes, 
hurd  of  Corse,  and  professcMr  of  divinity,  was  deposed,  and  hi» 
kirk  declared  vacant,  by  virtue  of  a  warrant  directed  from  the 
committee  of  the  general  assembly  at  Edinburgh,  grounded  apan 
an  act  thereanent  in  the  late  general  assembly,  as  he  who  refused 
to  sdbseribe  and  swear  the  covenant.  For  the  present  he  suffer^ 
ed  patiently,  his  wife  being  dead.  He  gave  up  his  own  house,, 
and  remained  a  while  in  John  Forbes'  house  in  Old  Aberdeen, 
and  thereafter  in  Mr.  Thomas  Lesly's  house,  quietiy,  upon  hia: 
own  expences ; — a  learned  pious  man  as  was  in  this  lud.  It  was 
said,  he  mortified  the  lodging  wherein  he  dwelt  to  tiie  piofessora 
after  him.  He  offered  the  keys  then  to  such  as  should  come  in- 
his  place ;  but  none  was  present,  and  he  kept  his  own  lodging, 
wherein  he  lay  all  nig^t,  but  at  the  same  time  boarded  himsdf 
in  manner  foresaid.  To  this  assembly  there  came  out  of  ilk  pa- 
ririi  in  this  province,  a  commissioner  chosen  out  of  the  ruling 
elders  of  ilk  parish,  moat  able  and  qualified  for  the  purpose ;  like- 
as  at  every  provincial  assembly  since  the  reformation  this  order, 
was  kept ;  so  ilk  minister  came  with  his  ruling  elder.  There 
were  diverse  other  acto  of  this  meeting ;  and  upon  Thursday  die' 
2Sd  of  April,  the  brethren  dissolved. 

Friday  the  Sddd  of  April,  aUaa  QoaA  Friday,  there  was  no 
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pteactdng  nor  oDmmmiion  given  ineiflier  of  tlie  AiierAwniy' as 
was  wont  to  be  before. 

•  About  this  time  the  earl  Mariscfaall  sends  for  Robert  Keidi» 
writer,  hia  old  servant,  who.  was  then  dwelling  in  Old  Aberdeen, 
as  cashiered  by  wrongous  information,  and  was  now  guided  by 
Mr.  Alexander  Lindsay,  sometime  of  Vane,  and  Robert  Keith, 
sheriff-depute  of  the  Meams ;  however,  the  earl  now  writes  for 
him,  who  came  to  Dunotter,  and]  was  received  to  wonted  fa* 
vour.  Shortly,  the  earl  rides  (having  him  with  him)  to  Edin-* 
buif^h,  and  craved  the  estates  For  his  charges  disbursed  in  the 
good  cause ;  they  answered,  that  the  fines  lifted  out  of  Aberdeen, 
and  the  tenths  and  twentieths  out*  of  the^  country  within  the 
division,  was  able  to .  pay  all  his  charges.  He  answered,  that 
he  and  his  doers  had  received  no  more  out  of  Aberdeen  but 
nine  hui^ed  merks  of  fines ;  butihey  replied,  he  and  his  doers 
had  received  above  twenty«six  thonaand  merks  of  fines  from 
Aberdeen,  by  virtue  of  the  common  bend.  The  earl  marvels  a| 
this  answer,  and  returns  home  to  Dunotten  to  take  trial  of  this 
business.  Now  his  qiecial  doers  were  the  said  Alexander  Lind- 
say and  Robert  Keith,  sir  John  Douglas,  one  of  his  eaptains 
(lying  at  Newcastle  with  the  regiment  at  this  time),  and  Mr. 
James  Beird,  advocate  at  Dunotter.  He  tries  the  said  Lindsay 
uid  Keith,  who  eonstandy  denied  any  such  receipt;  whereupon 
the  earl  preliently  quits  Lindsay,  and  upon  the  mom,  being  the 
91st  of  April,  sends  Robert  Keith  to  Aberdeen,  with  a  warrant 
to  conveen  the  town's  people  in  the  tolboodi,  and  there,  by  vir- 
tne  of  their  oath,  and  under  their  subscriptions,  to  declare  what 
sums  of  money,  goods,  or  gear,  they  had  given  or  payed  in  the 
earl  Marisehairs  name,  to  any  of  his  servants*  orders,  and  to  bring 
a  true  note  thereof  with  him,  which  the  said  Robert  Keith  gladly 
did,  and  the  town  as  willingly  revealed.  Among  the  rest,  it  was 
told,  how  Mr.  James  Baird  plundered  Mr.  Alexander  Davidson, 
a  good  honest  man  of  the  king's,  of  three  hundred  merks.  How 
soon  the  earl  gets  this  note,  he  forthwith  rides  back  to  the  com* 
mittee  of  estates  at  Edinburgh. 

Now  were  great  rumours  of  stir  in  England,  by  a  paper 
found,  bearing  a  consent  of  the  king's  cabinet  council  (consisting 
of  about  eight  or  nine  persons  whom  his  majesty  most  favoured), 
for  inbringing  of  the  Spanish  armada,  for  help  and  support  of 
die  papists.  The  king  has  this  cabinet  council  nightly  after  sujh 
per^  who  had  all  consented,  with  the  lieutenant  for  Ireland,  ex- 
cept only  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  and  earl  of  Morton,  as  was 
reported.  However,  this  paper  of  the  foresaid  alledged  contents 
is  delivered  to  the  house  of  commons. 

Upon  the  29th  of  April,  the  lord  Sinclair  conveens  diverse 
barons  and  gentry  within  the  sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen,  and  in  a 
committee  holden  in  the  toUbooth  thereof,  orders  were  given  to 
the  eommissioners  appointed  through  the  haill  parishes  to  take  up 
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the  na&ieB  of  tli»  haiU  men  able  to  bear  avmiiy  betmen  eii^  aai 
sixteen,  in  ilk  parish,  and  to  report  their  diligenoe  before  the 
JOtb  of  May ;  yet  no  distrew  followed  on  the  oonntry  at  this 
time;  praised  be  Grod  I 

Upon  Thursday  the  29ih  day  of  April,  the  yonng  prince  ef 
Orange,  about  the  age  of  ten  years,  came  royally  convoyed  from 
HoUwd  to  the  city  of  London,  and,  with  mudi  magnificence,  is 
married  to  our  kiiig's  eldest  daughter,  Mary,  a  bairn  about  eight 
years  of  age,  conform  to  the  conditions  agreed  upon  betwixt  his 
majesty  and  his  council  on  the  one  part,  and  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  elder,  and  the  estates  of  Holland,  on  the  other  parti 
After  the  marriage,  the  young  prince  renuiined,  royally  enters 
tained,  at  the  court  of  England.  At  last,  the  prince  of  Orange, 
his  £Either,  sent  for  him  to  come  home ;  he  therefore  took  his 
leave  frae  the  king,  the  queen,  the  prince  of  Wales,  the  duke  of 
York,  and  all  the  king's  children,  and  of  the  princess  his  young 
lady  and  spouse,  whom  he  left  behind  hinu  His  majesty  gifted 
him  with  abundance  of  plate  and  other  riches ;  and  as  he  was 
passing  by  the  Tower  of  London,  he  had  a  volley  of  a  hundred 
and  twenty  pieces  of  cannon.  Thus  leaving  his  young  wife  be« 
hind  him,  he  returns  back  again  safe  and  sound  to  Hollands 
Some  marvelled  at  this  marriage,  as  being  inferior  to  the  msorw 
riages  of  the  king's  daughters  of  England,  who  were  married  to 
crowned  heads,  and  that  the  greatest  in  Christendom;  others 
thought  it  was  carefully  drawn  on  by  the  lords  and  lower  house, 
who  had  their  own  designs  of  state  and  church  matters  in  hand, 
whereby  they  might  be  sure,  at  all  hazards,  of  the  concurrence 
and  help  of  their  new  ally,  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  estates  of 
Holland;  but,  contrary  to  their  expectation,  this  marriage  proved 
to  the  singular  good  and  assistance  against  their  devilish  device. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  27th  of  April,  Mr.  John  Ross,  minister 
M  Birse,  teached  a  penitential  sermon  at  New  Aberdeen,  dis^^ 
daiming  episcopacy,  Perth  articles,  high  commission,  books  of - 
canons  and  common  prayers,  and  the  like,  to  be  alti^ether  un- 
lawful in  our  kirk.  This  preaching  was  pleasantly  heard,  and  he 
esteemed  a  good  bairn,  however  he  was  before. 

Sunday  the  2d  of  May,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,' 
the  lord  Sinclair  rode  suddenly  from  Aberdeen  to  Edinbui^h. 
Upon  the  mom,  liis  brother,  Ueutenant-colonel  Sinclair,  return-* 
ed  back  frae  Inverness  to  Aberdeen.  He  brought  in  the  fourth 
mA  eighth  man  out  of  Caithness,  Sutherland,  Ross,  and  Murray, 
amounting  to  about  one  hundred  men;  he  also,  with  Walter 
Cochran,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  and  a  commissary  there,  brought 
in  store  of  money  for  the  tenths  and  twentieths,  without  con- 
tradiction. 

About  this  time,  our  new  allies,  the  Hollanders,  sent  into 
Scotland,  for  maintenance  of  the' good  cause,  a  ship  loaded  with 
store  of  ammunition,  powder,  ball,  and  arms,  to  our  Covenanters. 

About  the  8d  of  May,  word  came  to  Abcnrdeen  of  a  rebellion 
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in  Ireland,  ariging  from  oar  covenant,  fearing  against  their  con* 
Bcienees  to  be  compelled  to  subscribe  the  samen,  albeit  not  war- 
ranted by  the  king,  and  find  Scotland  and  England  both  under 
dissention  about  this  covenant,  church  government,  and  mattors 
of  state*  They  took  advantage  of  the  time,  and  giving  oat  to  be 
obedient  to  the  king,  they  fell  to  with  fire  and  sword  against  the 
Covenanters,  as  well  Irish  as  English  and  Scotch,  within  their 
kingdom,  in  most  cruel  manner.  The  papists  were  thought  to 
be  the  principals  of  it. 

Sunday  the  9th  of  May,  Mr.  William  Strachan,  minister  in 
Old  Aberdeen,  after  the  forenoon's  sermon,  read  out  of  the  pul- 

1>it  certain  printed  acts  anent  runaways,  and  such  as  bad  got  for* 
offs,  for  furnishing  of  rickmasters,  and  also  for  providing  of  gray 
cloath,  harden,  and  shoes,  and  to  deliver  the  samen  to  be  sent  to 
the  army  to  Newcastle,  and  to  give  up  their  silver  work,  with 
Bundrv  other  articles;  but  no  silver  work  was  taken  up  here,  in 
Aberdeen.  After  reading  of  thir  acts,  he  also,  by  direction  frae 
the  general  assembly,  charged  the  masters  and  laxfisbers  of  Dee 
and  Don,  within  this  parish,  to  forbear  fishing  upon  Sunday,  viz. 
frae  Saturday  at  midnight  till  Sunday  at  tlmt  time,  in  all  time 
coming;  ilk  trespassing  servant  to  be  punished  for  the  first  fault 
as  a  single  fornicator,  for  the  second  as  a  double  fornicator,  and 
for  the  third  to  be  punished  as  an  adulterer ;  and  if  the  master 
trespass  by  directing  his  men  to  work  upon  the  Sabbath-day,  h^* 
shall  be  conveened  before  the  session  of  the  kirk,  and  eeaanred 
conform  to  his  fault.  This  assembly  act  got  some  obedience  witb 
great  difficulty,  for  it  was  thought  no  sin  to  fish  upon  the  Sabbath* 
day  before. 

The  earl  of  StaflFord  being  now  out  of  the  way,  to^  the  great 
joy  and  contentment  of  the  confederate  Covenanters,  boSi  in 
England  and  Scotland,  there  comes  news  to  Aberdeen  that  some 
of  the  queen's  most  special  friends  and  &vourites  had  fled  the 
court  of  England,  as  being  suspected  to  be  upon  a  plot  intend- 
ing to  bring  the  king's  army  (lying  at  Cedess)  to  London,  to 
whom  should  have  joined  the  whole  Frenchmen  (of  no  small- 
number)  dwelling  there,  the  whole  papists  within  the  town  and 
country;  and  sicklike,  that  the  king  of  France,  having  a  sea  army 
at  this  time  lying  at  Piccardy,  should  have  loosed  therefrae^ 
and  landed  at  Portsmouth  in  England,  and  to  have  met  altogether, 
and  gone  to  raise  up  the  English  parliament  per  force,  before  the 
peaceable  conclusion  thereof.  The  qoeen  herself  was  sospeeteA- 
to  be  upon  the  council  hereof,  bat  this  news  turned  to  nothing, 
for  there  was  no  trial  found  that  thir  matters  were  trae;  bot 
there  comes  forth  hastily,  a  proclamation  against  these  perscma- 
who  had  fled,  but  no  obedience  followed,  nor  did  the  foresaid 
persons  compear,  being  fled  out  of  die  kingdom.  It  was  report- 
ed that  the  English  pariiament  was  much  taken-  up  about  the 
discovery  of  papist's  plots;  and  first  they  had  a  oommittee  anent 
fortifying  of  the.  Cinque  Ports ;  they  -caused  disarm  several  pa- 
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ptsttf  in  and  abont  London,  and  the  qaeen's  mother  was  com- 
manded to  remove  oat  of  the  Inngdom,  which  she  did ;  and  sub- 
aidies  were  raised  for  sustaining  of  the  armies. 

The  king  was  now  dealing  earnestly  with  the  lords  of  the  up- 
per  hoase,  that  the  bill  should  not  pass  anent  taking  away  the 
civil  offices  of  bishops. 

That  there  should  be  a  cessation  of  war  betwixt  the  English 
and  Scots,  frae  the  16th  of  May  to  the  last  of  June.  This  news 
came  to  Aberdeen  about  the  English  business,  whilk  for  the  most 
part  proved  true. 

Debtor  Guild,  of  whom  ye  heard  before,  sets  out  a  printed  pa- 
peif,  whereof  the  tenor  follows: — 

^  To  the  NcbUity,  Gentry^  Burrows,  and  others,  and  Ministers  of  this 
late  combination  in  Covenant. 

^  A  Friendly  sad  FaithAil  Advioe,  thai  the  event  of  this  great  Convention, 
Jane  tf th,  may^  by  God's  btoasing,  end  to  his  glory,  and  the  peace  both 
of  ehnrch  and  kingdom,  by  Dr.  William  Gmtld,  sworn  Chaplain  to  his 
Mijesty,  and  Minister  in  Aberdeen. 

*'  lat,  As. remembering  that  the  Lord  is  the  searcher  of  hearts,  and  bleaseth 
only  the  sincere  designs  which  are  intended  for  his  glory  and  good  of  hia 
ohorch,  chiefly  when  the  samen  is  so  gloriously  pretended,  ye  would  do  well  * 
herein  to  examine  more  narrowly  than  Laban  searched  Jacob's  tents,  and  to 
sift  your  hearts,  that  under  pretence  of  seal  for  religion  only,  no  secret  nor  cor- 
mpt  ends,  like  Achao's  thing,  be  anywise  hid,  tending  to  your  own  private 
gain,  or  any  other  sinister  respects,  lest  that  (as  God  forbid)  the  happy  hoped- 
<br  event  of  this  solemn  meetjog  be  woefiilly  crost ;  as  Simeon  and  Levi,  pre* 
tending  religion,  but  intending  their  own  lurivate  vindict,  were  accqaed  by  Him, 
who  otherwise  would  have  blest  them. 

"9d,  Consider  that  you  have,  to  do  with  your  native  and  moftt  gracioua 
prince,  the  anointed  of  the  Lord.  In  dealing  with  him,  eye  alwaya  God,  whom 
he  representeth,  and  with  that  loyal  love  and  tenderness  as  becometh.  Remem- 
ber your  own  pkces  as  subjects,  and  your  duties  accordingly,  so  to  carry  in  all 
humility  and  due  obedience,  as  you  may  approve  yourselves  to  God,  his  m»* 
jesty,  to  your  own  oonsdencea,  and  to  all  good  men  both  at  home  and  in  all 
foreign  nations ;  shunning  the  foul  aspersions  of  the  least  degree  of  lese-migesty, 
as  having  David's  tender  heart  within  you,  and  not  touching  the  Lord's  anoint* 
ed,  or  so  much  as  the  skirt  of  his  garment,  with  the  least  attempt  of  aeeking  to 
impKir  hia  royal  and  aaered  dignity,  or  the  lustre  of  that  crown  which  God 
haUi  aet  upon  his  head,  and  whcae  flouriahing  ever  we  all  ahould  wish. 

<'  Sd,  Remember,  alao,  that  the  eyes  of  subtile  rigilant  Romana  aie  towards 
you,  waidi^  for  your  halting,  and  to  make  their  moat  advantageous  use  of  a 
miacairiage  en  your  parts,  thereby  by  their  police  to  bk>w  the  coal  of  diviaion, 
stad  to  sugraeiit  the  samen  fbr  thdr  own  advantage,  to  bring  tfae'truth  in  your 
persons  to  a  disgust  and  reproach,  and  if  they  may  (which  I  hope  in  God  they 
shall  never  be  able  to  perform),  to  alienate  the  affection  of  your  fpndaoB  and  ro« 

Hh 
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ligious  soTereign  fnm  Ae  very  pr6feirioB  itaelfj  «nd  Aom'thM  tender*  earn 
which  hitherto^  as  a  nuraing  father,  be  hath  had  of  the  Baaoen. 

*'  4th,  Especially  remembering  iHiat  ye  preiend  and  profeaa  of  the  king'a  dfr* 
fence  and  his  sacred  authority.  Abjure  alao  the  rest  of  the  corruptiona  of  Rome 
which  ye  so  much  abhor,  and,  like  loyal  sabjeeta,  put  ye  nothing  in  piaetloe  of 
that  Jesuitical  and  damnable  doctrine  of  theirs,  that  Chriatim  people  may  riae 
in  open  rebellion  against  their  sacred  sOTeveigns ;  and  that  they  in  ancient  times 
opposed  not  violently,  heathen  or  heretical  emperors,  nor  deposed  them>  only 
l^nse  they  wanted  force  and  powers  so  to  do  (as  speaketh  cardinal  BeUarraiBe), 
which  thing  Tertullian,  Cyprian,  Ambrose,  and  many  more,  teadh  to  be  fidse. 
Tertidlimi,  in  his  Apology  for  the  Christians,  under  the  persecuting  heathen 
emperors,  testifies  that,  if  it  had  been  lawful  for  them  to  be  eidier  secret  or  open 
revengers  of  their  own  wrongs,  they  neither  wanted  number  nor  power ;  yet 
what  war  ia  there,  saith  he,  that  we  are  not  mieet  for',  and  would  be  ready  aisof 
to  undertake,  if  that  our  naligion  taught  us  not  the  contrary  ? 

**  5th,  And  if  his  majesty  discharge  these  things  that  are  unwarrantable  by 
law,  and  have  occasioned  this  fearfVxl  disturbance,  peace  would  be  so  regarded/ 
and  the  duty  of  native  subjects  to  a  gracious  prince  would  be  so  remembered,  as 
his  royal  majesty  may  perceive,  by  the  loving  hearts  of  his  loyal  people,  how 
much  he  is  obliged  to  respect  and  give  a  patent  ear  hereafter  to  their  ftrther 
grievances,  seriously  to  consider  thereof,  and  in  the  best  manner,  and  in  a  fair 
way  to  give  them  contentment,  rather  than  he  would  seem  to  foreign  nations, 
by  the  subjects  of  one  of  his  kingdoms  to  be  fully  inforced  in  a  manner  to 
yield  to  their  desires, — God  forbid ! 

'*  6th,  Likewise,  having  the  proof  of  a  gracious  prince's  condescending  so  far, 
and  his  promise,  by  public  proclamation^  of  a  patent  ear  to  all  his  subjects' 
farther  just  complaints,  that  any  seeming  wilful  imprudence  by  irruption  on 
your  part,  should  insensibly  embark  the  estate  of  this  our  free  and  native  king- 
dom into  such  hazard  of  losses  and  crosses,  criftelties  and  calamities,  which, 
lipon  the  wrath  of  so  great  a  prince,  and  the  rupture  between  him  and  his  sub- 
jects in  so  poor  and  distressed  a  kingdom  as  this  is  already,  would  be  clearly 
seen  to  all  nations  to  ensue ;  but  rather  giring  what  may  be  condescended  to 
subjects'  humble  desires,  a  fair  way  may  be  made  to  granting  of  farther— that  Sa- 
tan, the  author  of  all  division,  may  be  disappointed,  the  popish  hopes  may  be 
frustrated,  so  good  a  prince  may  be  kept  and  duly  respected,  the  peace  of  the 
church  and  kingdom  may  be  settled,  all  feared  evils  as  fruits  of  this  combustion 
may  be  prevented,  and  the  hearts  of  all  who  love  God's  truth  and  good  of  the 
country  may  be  comforted  ;-^which  the  Lord  grant  in  mercy  for  Christ's  sake. 
Amen." 

Saturday  the  15th  of  May,  a  proclamation  was  made  at  the 
cross  of  Aberdeen,  forbidding  transportation  of  any  more  victttal 
to  onrarmy  at  Newcastle,  wfailkwas  good  news  to  the  eoontry 
people,  who  were  foreed  to  pay  great  prices  for  yictaal  to  sostain 
themselves  I  becaase,  oat  of  the  sheriffdoms  of  &mff  and  Aberw 
deen  then  was  trani^rted  tweWe  thousand  bolls  of  meal  and 
bear,  which  raised  the  prices  mightily ;  bat  the  army  was  well 
sorted,  atid  sent  back  some  of  their  victual  to  Leith* 


IMl.]  TROIGHLEtt  IN  ■COTJLAND:  SM 

o.  AUat  thui  tiaw^  Mat  Gosdoa  of  Haddo^  k  puniMid  before,  the 
oDmmittee  of  e^latoft  of  p«rliaiiieDt)  at  th^e  iastaaoe  of"  Andrew 
lord  Frater  and  Jubn  Forbes  irf  Lesly,  for  oppresatog  of  thoni, 
their;  mta,  tenante*  aad.  aer^ranta,  plandering  their  girnelfl) 
liocaBfly  oorot  and  other  good%  and  casting  thereby  the  Maine  of 
MuchaUa  niwste,  extwdmg  to  great  aums ;  and  for  taking  of  the 
said  John  Leely  violently  and  per  foroe,  and  carrying,  him  to 
Strathboggie ;  for  taking  frae  him  his  best  horse,  with  a  bond  for 
payment  i^  one  thousand  merks  before  he  was  put  to  liberty»  and 
wheueof  he  hadgot  real  payment.  Thir  comphunts  were  strongly 
i^likated  before  this  oommittee,  whereof  the  lord  of  Balmeri*- 
noch^  bsotheivin-law  to  the  lord  Fraser,  was  president  (no  doabt 
faia  true  friend),  agented  also  by  the  laird  of  Craigievar,  a  deadly 
«nemy  to  the  laird  of  Haddo*  True,  Uaddo  was  not  guiltless  of 
these  complaints^  hut  he  had  fled  the  course  which  the  name  of 
Gordon  was  then  upon,  and  came  in  to  the  earl  Marischall,  his 
near  ooosin,  and  followed  him ;  and  for  his  safety  and  proteetioa 
paid  also  to  the  earl  eight  thousand  merka^  and  by  whose  means 
he  had  got  an  absolvitori  as  was  alledged,  from  these  claims  long 
befoee,  in  presence  of  a  full  committee. 
.  Haddo,  trusting  to  tibis  absolvitor,  and  Marischall's  moyan, 
bade  at  home,  the. earl  answering  for  him  before  the  committee; 
but  do  his  best,  the  first  absolvitor  was  repealed,  and  be  decerned 
by  the  committee  .of  estates  of  parliament  to  pay  to  the  lord  Fra- 
ser  for  his  losses  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  merks  or  thereby,  and 
to  the  laird  of  Lesly,  three  thousand  five  hundred  merks ;  where* 
upon  homing,  caption^  and  comprising  was  hastily  raised,  but 
Haddo  made  protestation  against  the  decreets. 

Sunday  the  30th  of  May,  doctor  William  Guild,  minister,  ce- 
lebrated the  communion  in  New  Aberdeen  to  the  people  sitting, 
sone  daring  to  kneel,  as  was  used  before;  he  read  out  an  act  of 
the  general  assembly,  strictly  charing. and  forbidding  all  such  as 
had  not  subscribed  the  covenant  to  approach  this  table,  or  any 
others  coming  £rae  their  parishes  without  a  testimonial,  otherwise 
they  should  be  removed  publickly* 

.  Friday  the  4th  of  June,  Mr*  William  Strachan,  our  ministeis 
preached  a  preparation  sermon  before  the  giving  of  the  con^ 
munion.  The  next  Sabbath,  Dr.  Alexander  Scroggie. came  and 
heard  his  sermon,  which  was  the  first  he  heard  the  said  Mr. 
Alexander  Strachan  preach  since  hia  coming  to  the  place;  and 
apon  Sunday  the  6th  of  June  he  preached ;  after  sermon  he  read 
out  4he0e  alledged  assembly  acts  to  the  people  sitting, .  and  after 
prayer  he  gave  the  bread  on  each  side  to  one  or  two ;  thereafter 
the  baaon  and  bread  lifted  by.an  elder,  and  ilk  man  took  hiasft- 
^Oiament  with  his  own  hand;  in  like  manner  the  minister  took  the 
enp.  and  gave  it  to  one  or  two  on  each  side,  so  each  otnagave  the 
eup  to  his  fellow ;  not  done  as  was  before,  for  the  minister  before 
gave  each  person  communicating  .the  blessed  sacrament  out  of  his 
4>wn  hand,  and  to  ilk  person  the  cup. 

H  h  2 
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Upon  ibis  Sunday,  sir  Alttsnder  Gtordra  of  Clnny,  knight 
baronet,  his  tianns  with  dame  Elizabeth  Gordon  were  pvoclaimedU 
Her  husband  deceased  upon  the  a9th  of  November,  1640.  Thera 
was  some  suspicion  of  familiarity  betwixt  them,  whereupon. thir 
bi^iBs  were  proclaimed  by  diroetion  of  the  presbytery,  himself 
sitting  in  the  desk  in  Old  Aberdeen,  hearing  his  own  banns  pro- 
claimed^  not  ordinarily  used. 

General  Lesly  sent  about  this  time  Jchn  Monro  of  Assan,  and 
a  lieutenant  in  his  army,  with  a  letter  to  the  committee  of  estates 
at  Edinburgh,  desiring  him  to  be  warded  in  the  tolboolh,  for 
having  conference  with  one  of  the  king^s  army  called  sir.Donidd 
Gorme,  whilk  was  done.  The  earl  of  Seaforth  was  also  holden 
in  suspicion  with  us,  and  I  believe  little  was  proved  against  ibo 
one  or  the  other  as  yet. 

About  the  6th  of  June,  there  fell  out  some  anger  betwixt  the 
earl  of  Argyll  and  the  earl  of  Montrose,  upon  some  alledged 
speeches.  There  was  some  miscontent  before  betwixt  general  Les- 
ly and  Montrose  at  Newcastle,  anent  some  letters  passing  betwixt 
the  king  and  him,  contrary  to  the  order  of  war,  whereat  the  gen- 
era] was  offended,  but  this  matter,  though  suspicious,  was  wisely 
supprest.  Now  it  happened,  that  a  minister  called  Graham  had 
spoken  that  the  earl  of  Argyll  said,  the  king's  majesty  might  be 
deposed  and  deprived  of  his  crown,  upon  any  of  three  reasons. 
1st,  For  desertion ;  that  is,  leaving  his  kingdom  without  good  go- 
vernment in  church  and  policy.  2d,  For  prodition;  that  is,  seek> 
ing  the  tinsel  and  loss  of  his  kingdom,  by  destroying  of  their  laws 
and  liberty.  3d,  For  invasion ;  that  is,  raising  arms  against  his 
loyal  subjects.  Which  speeches  this  Graham  alledged  Aigyll  had 
spoken  in  Athol,  at  the  time  when  he  went  there  to  cause  that 
country  people  subscribe  the  covenant,  as  ye  have  heard  before ; 
and  that  he  spake  them  in  presence  of  diverse  barons,  gentle- 
men, and  others  of  rank.  How  soon  Argyll  heard  of  this 
Graham's  speeches,  he  conveens  him  before  the  committee  at 
Edinburgh,  and  accuses  him  upon  these  speeches.  This  Graham 
answered,  it  was  true  he  spake  them.  Then  he  was  demanded 
of  an  author;  the  earl  of  Montrose  being  sitting  with  the  rest  at 
the  committee,  he  was  loath  to  reveal  his  author ;  but  Montrose 
raake  boldly.  Fear  not,  says  he,  tell  your  author.  He  answers 
Aem,  My  lord,  it  is  yourself  that  is  my  author ;  who  also  being 
enquired,  confessed  that  Argyll  spake  the  speeches  indeed ;  and 
his  author  being  spiered  for,  Montrose  pertly  alledged,  and  said^ 
he  would  bide  by  them ;  and  that  Mr.  John  Stuart,  younger, 
commissary  of  Dunkeld,  was  his  author.  Argyll  and  his  sister's 
son  being  both  sitting  at  this  committee,  and  hearing  thir 
speeches,  were  nettled,  and  became  offended  with  Montrose,  be- 
twixt whom  fell  out  some  quarrelsome  speeches,  but  all  were 
commanded  silence  by  the  committee  for  this  time.  Argyll 
causes  charge  Mr.  John  Stuart  to  compear  before-the  committee 
to  answer  for  thir  speeches ;  who  indeed  obeyed  the  charge,  and 
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oofbpearedy  and  bode  by  the  apeeehes ;  saying  to  Argyll,  My 
lord,  I  beard  you  speak  these  words  in  Athol,  in  presence  of  a 
great  many  people,  whereof  yon  are  in  good  memory.  Argyll 
answerad,  saying,  while  he  was  in^Athol,  he  fbond  die  Stoarts 
there  against  the  subscriUng  of  the  covenant,  to  whom  he  said^ 
this  covenant  was  not  i^ainst  the  king,  bat  for  religion  and  li- 
berty of  the  kingdom ;  and  if  they  would  not  sabscri^d  the  samen^ 
it  might  breed  them  both  peril  and  skaith ;  for  if  the  body  of  the 
4Nnintry  would  not  go  one  way,  but  be  divided  amongst  them- 
selves, it  would  be  an  high^f^ay  to  bring  in  the  Englishmen  into 
the  land,  to  dethrone  the  king,  and  bring  the  nobles  under  ser- 
vitude and  slavery.  This  he  remembered  to  have  said,  but  de* 
nied  any  farther.  Whereupon  the  said  Mr.  John  Stuart  is  pre- 
sently warded  and  kept  fast  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh ;  and 
at  last  it  cost  him  his  life,  as  hereafter  ye  shall  hear. 

Now,  Argyll  seeing  Montrose  thus  set  against  him,  strives  by 
all  means  possible  to  have  a  watchful  eye  over  his  ways,  and  un- 
derstanding that  Montrose  had  lately  sent  to  court,  one  captain 
John  Stuart  with  letters,  he  quietly  sends  into  England  three  or 
fonr  trusty  servants,  to  intercept  this  bearer  in  his  home-coming; 
wUlk  they  did,  and  ripe  this  captain,  and  find  within  his  riding 
saddle,  a  pacquet  of  letters ;  they  bring  him  to  Edinburgh,  where 
Aigyll  presents  him  before  the  committee,  with  his  letters.  They 
immediately  brake  the  pacquet,  and  find  diverse  letters  written 
to  sundry  of  our  noblemen  by  our  Scotch  nobles  at  court,  and 
one  especially  written  by  his  majesty  to  Montrose  himself  thank- 
ing him  for  his  loyalty,  desiring  him  also  to  persevere,  and  he 
dbould  not  rest  unrewarded.  What  was  written  in  the  other  let- 
ters, I  cannot  tell.  Among  the  rest  there  was  a  curious  obscure 
piece,  written  after  the  form  following: — 

*'  Tell  L.  if  G.  and  B.  be  dislNtDded  the  parliament  may  he  holden«  and  A. 
and  R,  may  be  cut  off  by  A  B  C,  and  by  thir  means  odier  matters  not  yet 
known  may  take  effect,  and  D.  and  T.  may  effectuate  what  is  desired  by  the  as- 
sistance of  A  B  C,  &c  M.  relies  upon  L.  K.>  looks  for  the  performance  of  aU 
promised  to  him  in  L.  his  name.  No  officers  of  state  should  be  chosen  but 
by  A  B  C.  Let  L  be  informed  by  D.  and  T.  that  matters  cannot  go  right  till 
that  serpent  M.  that  lies  in  his  bosom  be  cut  off." 

Clttvis. — *^  L.  vis-  Lyon;  O.  B.  general  and  his  band ;  A.  and  G.  Argyll  and 
Rothes;  ABC,  banders ;  D.  T.  duke  of  Lennox  and  Traquair;  M.  Mon- 
trose ;  K.  the  laird  of  Kdr ;  M.  that  serpent  the  marquis  of  Hamilton." 

This  letter,  thus  ambiguously  written,  is  after  this  manner 
found  out  and  exponed  among  the  committee,  to  their  great  grief 
and  displeasure.  Then  they  go  on  and  demand  further  of  this 
captain  John  Stuart,  what  he  knew  in  this  business,  and  took 
his  oath,  solemnly  to  declare  the  truth,  who  deponed,  he  knew 
nothing  what  was  in  the  paper,  but  that  his  master,  Montrose, 
had  written  to  his  majesty,  forbidding  him  to  come  to  Scotland 
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Scar  hA£ng  the  pnnrliaatfirt^  «iH  fir^  the  Bcditiibh  «nny  w«re  dk^ 
banded,  otherwise  he  would  be  in  jeopardy*  Farther  than  this 
be  knew  not*  •■*    f 

Thereaftec  he  18  committed  :to  ward  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edin* 
burgh«  1b  like  manner,  the  earl  ef  Montrose^  the  lord  Napiet 
(married  to  die  earl's  sister),  ajBingolar  mafet,  and  sometime  pre* 
sidentto  the  commitlieerof  estates;  the  lord  of  Keir,  allied  to 
Napier ;  the  kdrd  of  Blaokhall,  simamed  -Stuart,  a  prime  man, 
and  ome  of  the  lords  of  eouneil  and'  session,  being  eembined  to» 
gether,  and  guilty  in  writings  of  letters  expressly  forbidden 
under  die  pain  ai  treason,  without  eonsent  of  the  committee^ 
and  suspect  to  be  guilty  in  other  passives  besides :  they,  there^- 
IWre,  weire  all  at  the  same  time  waided  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh^ 
and  straitly  keeped; 

About  the  foresaid  6th. of  June,  there  came' from  England  le 
Seodand^  an.  act  intituled,  ^<  An  Aetjbr  uUer  aboKshing  Archr 
hishopsii  Bishops,  ChanceUers^  Commissars,  Deans  ami  Chapters^ 
Archdsaeons,  Prd)endariesj  Chanters,  Camms,  and  aUciher  Cjfiieers, 
out  of  the  Chtrch  of  England." 

This  act  plainly  proved  how  both  English  and  Scots  had  con- 
cluded the  rain  and  rooting  out  of  Inshops  from  the  king's  haill 
dominions,  before  the  banning  of  our  covenant. 
*  There  came  word  also  to  us,  that  our  Scottish  commissioners 
met  with  a  committee  of  the  lower  bouse,  whom  they  had  ae»- 
qnainted  with  the  plots  ne^y  discovered,  touching  Montrose 
and  his  accom|riioes;  desirii^  their  assistance  to  sequestrate 
Traquair  from  the  king,  and  to  send  him  home  with  the  rest  of 
the  ineendaries,  which  at  this  time  was  not  granted :  that  the 
parliament  had  seized  upon  the  haill  Cinque  Ports  of  England, 
and  furnished  the  samen ;  and  that  die  haiU  parliament  had  sab- 
scribed  the  English  covenant,  except  the  papists. 

Sunday,  being  Whitsunday,  the  13th  of  June,  Mr.  ^Iliam 
Strachan  gave  the  communion  in  Old  Aberdeen  (as  before)  the 
second  time.  Dr.  Scroggie,  notwithstanding  he  was  forbidden 
out  of  the  pulpit  to  come  to  the  table,  as  he  who  had  subverted 
the  covenant,  took  his  communion,  whilk  bred  some  fear  to  the 
minister,  who  was  doubtful  to  refuse  him  the  communion  or  give 
it ;  but  no  impediment  was  made  to  him,  and  so  he  received  it^ 

Upon  the  foresaid  Whitsanday,  the  lord  Sinclair  came  to  the 
f  lace  of  Old  Montrose,  by  direction  of  the  committee  of  estates 
at  Edinburgh,  and  there  violendy  brake  up  the  gates  and  doors 
thereof,  entered  the  house,  searched  and  sought  the  haill  coffers, 
chests,  and  trunks  within  the  samen,  to  see  what  missives  or 
letters  pertaining  to  the  earl  of  Montrose^  or  any  of  his  fneods, 
might  be  found,  because  his  writes  lay  in  this  house.  They  took 
to  Edinburgh  also  with  them  the  earl's  secretary,  called  LAmby, 
to  try  what  he  knew.  The  like  was  done  to  another  house  of  the 
said  earl's,  called  Kincardine^  and  what  was  found  was  had  to 
'the  committee  at  Edinburgh,  the  earl  himself  Ijring  warded  in 
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the  eavfie.     It  is  'said  thejr  also  demolished  liia  aftateljrkoiise  oi 
Mtt^ok»  .     .  .         .     .         - 

About  this  time,  the  Flanders  traders  of  Aberdeen  are  eom« 
pdled  to  send  to  Hollaxid  seventemei  thousand  merks,  in  penny  or 
p«Dn3rworth8,  for  their  part  and  for  reUef  of  the  country,  as  was 
for  them  stented* 

Now,  soldiers  were  daily  ocHuing  out  of  Caithness  and  other 
parts,  for  making  up  the  lord  Sinclair's  regiment  of  fite.hundnd 
men,  but  the  earl  of  Murray  is  quit  without  furnishing'  any  men. 
:  Sunday  the  20th  of  June,  Mr.  William  Straehan,  the  third 
time,  gave  the  communion  in  Old  Aberdeen,  forbidding  (before 
he  gave  it),  out  of  the  pulpit,  all  outstanders  and  Anti^oovenan^ 
ters  to  approach  the  taUe ;  but  Dr.  Forbes  of  Cdrse  obeyed  no4 
this  prohibition,  but  came  to  the  table,  and  reoeived  the  comn 
munion  without  impediment  at  this  time.  Thus  both  he  and  Dr» 
Scroggie,  as  ye  heard  before,  communicated ;  but  Dr.  Lesly,  the 
principal,  did  not  communicate  this  year  at  all.  And  this  aameti 
Sunday,  Mr.  John  Lesly,  servitor  to  the  said  Dr*  Forbes,  and 
Mr.  John  Cassie,  stood  up,  and  with  uplifSfced  hands  subsinibed 
the  covenant,  whilk  they  had  not  done  before ;  and,  far  their  so 
long  joutstanding,  the  presbytery  ordained  them  to  confess  their 
error,  and  to  subscribe  and  swear^  as  said  is« 

Mr.  Alexander  Robertstm,  minieter  at  Cluny,  upon  Tuesday 
the  22d  of  June,  married  sir  Alexander  Gordon:  of  Glnny  with 
dame  Elizabeth  Gordon,  afiter.  their  banns  were  thrice  prodainiH 
ed  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  whereupon  Mr.  William  Steachan  sent 
his  testimonial ;  so  they  were  married  at  Cluny^  and  their  bridal 
held  at  Tilliefour ;  but  she  died  shortly  after. 
-  Wednesday  the  23d  of  June,  Dr.  Scroggie,  .a  reverend  old 
preadier  at  this  kirk,  is  now,  sore  against  hjw  will,  compelled  to 
quit  his  dwelling-house  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  yards  pleasaatly^ 
planted  for  the  most  part  by  himself.  So  he  removes  this  day, 
with  all  his  family,  from  the  samen,  and  delivers  the  keys  to  IM&w 
William  Straehan,  that  he  might  enter  as  well  to  the  l^ging  as 
to  the  pulpit.  He  transported  all  to  Ballogie,  and  took  a  cham^ 
her,  for  his.  coming  and  going,  in  New  Aberdeen.  Thus  is  this 
wise,  famous,  learned  old  man  handled  in  lii&  old  age :  howsvery 
the  said  Mr.  William  Straehan  paid  him  for  his  phuoting,  before 
he  got  ®ntry,  four  hundred  merks. 

Upon  Thursday  the  24tb  of  June,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  comes 
with  his  wife  and  bairns  to  Aberdeen,  takes  up  his  house,  entere 
his  calling  and  ministry,  by  direction  of  the  general  assembly. 
He  was  not  very  welcome  to  all,  because  he  came  not  by  the 
town's  election.  He  began  to  make  some  innovations,  as  ye  may 
see  hereafter. 

Now  the  papists  are  stndtiy  put  out  in  all  places,  without  res» 
pect,  within  the  kingdom ;  among  the  rest  the  lady  Ddwager  of 
HuAtly,  a  noble,  (worthy^  and  honourable  lady,  is  put  at  by  the 
kirk  to  remrance  her. religion,  and  confoma  in  severe 
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This  lady»  bem  in  France,  brought  up  in  the  Roman  religion  all 
her  days,  and  of  great  age,  would  not  now  (her  one  foot  being 
in  the  grave,  as  the  saying  is,)  alter  her  religion,  but  rather 
made  choice  to  leave  the  kingdom ;  whilk  she  was  forced  to  do 
for  all  her  kindred's  moyan  and  friendship  that  she  could  make. 
Thus  resolutely  she  settles  her  estate,  rents,  and  living ;  leaves, 
with  woe  heart,  her  stately  building  of  the  Bog,  beautified  with 
many  yards,  parks,  and  pleasures,  closes  up  the  gates,  and  takes 
journey,  with  about  sixteen  horse ;  and,  upon  Saturday  the  26th 
of  June,  she  came  to  Aberdeen,  lodged  in  Mr.  Alexander  Reid's 
house,  and  on  Monday  thereafter,  she  rides  irae  Aberdeen  to^ 
wards  Edinburgh.  A  strange  tMng  to  see  a  worthy  lady  of 
seventy  years  of  age  to  be  put  to  such  travel  and  trouble,  being 
a  widow,  her  eldest  sop,  the  lord  Marquis,  being  out  of  the 
kine;dom,  her  other  children  dispersed  and  spread,  and  albeit 
nobly  bom,  yet  left  helpless  and  comfortless,  and  so  put  at  by 
the  kirk,  that  she  behoved  to  go,  or  else  abide  excommunication, 
and  thereby  lose  her  estate  and  living,  whilk  was  she  loath  to  do. 
She  left  her  oy,  Charles,  son  to  the  marquis,  being^but  a  bairn, 
with  Robert  Gordon,  baillie  of  Enzie,  to  be  entertained  by  him, 
when  she  came  frae  the  Bog;  and  she  also  sent  another  of  his 
bairns,  called  lady  Mary,  to  Anne,  countess  of  Perth,  her  own 
eldest  sister,  to  remain  with  her.  These  things  done,  she  comes 
to  Aberdeen ;  irae  that  she  rides  to  Edinburgh,  where  she  re- 
mains till  about  the  end  of  September,  without  help  or  remead ; 
sjme  rides  directly  to  Berwick,  there  to  remain  during  her  plea* 
sure.  It  is  said,  she  had  store  of  gold  and  jewels  with  her.  Af- 
terwards she  goes  to  France.  She  had  about  diree  hundred 
thousand  merks  in  gold  and  money  with  her,  by  and  attour  silver 

eite,  which  did  little  good  to  the  distressed  estate  of  that  noble 
use. 
.  Sunday  the  27th  of  June,  Dr.  Guild,  one  of  the  ordinary  mi- 
nisters at  Aberdeen,  preached.  After  sermon,  he  declared  that 
he  was  ordained  to  leave  his  ministry,  and  become  principal  of 
the  King's  College  of  Old  Aberdeen.  He  there  took  his  leave  of 
his  auditory,  whereat  some  were  not  discontent,  he  being 
^mewhat  seditious,  and  they  would  have  been  willingly  quit  of 
him ;  and  therefore  he  now  removed  (and  not  till  now)  to  the 
said  college. 

Ye  heard  before  somewhat  of  the  earl  of  Montrose  and  his 
complices.  Now,  about  this  time,  the  committee  of  estates,  as 
was  said,  sent  the  lord  Balmerinoch  to  the  castle  of  Edinburgh, 
desiring  Montrose  to  come  and  speak  with  the  committee,  \vhilk 
he  simpliciter  refused,  saying,  he  would  come  to  parliament  before 
his  peers,  but  not  before  a  committee.  Thereaifter  another  lord 
was  sent  to  him,  who  got  the  same  answer ;  whereupon  the  com- 
mittee ordained  the  provost  and  baillies  of  Edinburgh  to  go  in 
their  name,  and  chiarge  the  constable  of  the  casue  to  render 
Montrose  to  them,  and  to  bring  him  down  to  the  committee  un- 
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der  a  dtfoi^  gwd;  whflk  they  did,  bmng  about  four  hundred 
men*  The  committee  demand  Montrose  of  some  questions,  who 
would  give  no  answer  nor  solution,  saying,  he  would  answer  in 
parliament  before  his  peers,  and  was  no  more  obliged.  The  com- 
mittee finding  no  contentment,  sent  him  back  again  to  the  castle, 
there  to  remain ;  but  Stephen  Boyd  was  discharged  from  being 
captain  thereof,  and  anothw  captain  put  in  his  place,  because  he 
Buffisred  Montrose  to  have  conference  with  the  rest.  So  they 
want  that  comfort  now,  and  are  more  straitly  kept,  so  that  ilk  one 
had  a  page  to  wait  upon  him,  and  none  was  suffered  to  go  in  or  out 
but  by  permission,  to  speak  with  any  of  them.  This  was  thought 
strict  dealing,  there  being  of  Montrose's  side,  called  Banders, 
about  ninete^i  noblemen,  linked  together  against  the  committee 
government,  although  otherwise  good  Covenanters. 

Saturday  the  3d  of  Jaly,  the  lord  Sinclair  returned  from 
Edinburgh  back  again  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  ordained  his  regi- 
ment lying  there,  of  about  five  hundred  men,  to  live  upon  free 
quarters  within  the  town,  to  the  wreck  of  the  inhabitants  there- 
of; but  they  had  no  great  loss^  because  they  received  payment 
for  their  entertainment  frae  commissary  Farquhar,  out  of  the 
tenths  and  twentieths,  suppose  this  Farquhar  made  his  own  pro- 
fit thereby  also,  by  paying  them  with  dear  meal.  Now,  there 
happened  one  called  John  Alexander,  servitor  to  the  earl  of  Sea« 
forth,  to  com^  frae  Edinburgh  to  Aberdeen,  intending  to  go  north 
to  his  master,  with  letters  which  he  had  upon  him ;  but  was  ap- 
prehended in  Aberdeen,  and  sent  with  the  letters  to  the  com- 
nuttee  at  Edinburgh,  thinking  to  find  somewhat  among  the  let- 
ters that  would  make  the  earl  of  Seaforth  better  known,  who 
indeed  was  under  vehement  suspicion.  How  soon  the  earl  gets 
word,  he  follows  bis  man  south,  and  after  trial  nothing  was  found 
against  himself  or  his  servant ;  however,  he  bides  the  parliament 
following. 

The  presbytery  of  Aberdeen  and  their  moderator  were,  upon 
the  8th  of  July,  at  the  visitation  of  the  kirk  of  Mary  Culter, 
where  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  Mr.  Andrew 
Melvin,  parson  of  Banchory,  and  Mr.  William  Strachan,  mini*' 
ster  at  Old  Aberdeen,  were  chosen  commissioners  for  the  said 
presl^tery,  to  attend  the  next  general  assembly.  William  Black* 
burn,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  was  chosen  a  ruling  or  laic  elder  for 

the  said  presbytery.     Mr.  Samuel  Rutherford,  minister  at , 

hearing  of  this  election,  writes  hastily  to  the  presbytery,  then 
sitting  in  Aberdeen,  craving  (as  if  he  had  not  heard  of  the  elec- 
tion)  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  to  be  chosen  one  of  the  commissioners; 
the  ntatter  is  agitated,  and  the  brethren  thought  that  the  election 
should  stand  unchanged,  except  there  were  found  a  nullity  in  the 
ttunen,  according  to  the  order  observed  before  in  the  kirk,  with- 
out he  who  was  chosen  should  demit;  but  Mr.  Andrew  Melvin 
is  urged  to  demit,  which  ignorantly,  contrary  to  his  credit,  he  did, 
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and  upon  which  the  said  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  is  joined  commis- 
Bioner  in  his  place. 

Ye  heard  how  this  parliament  was  continued  to  the  15ih  ot 
July,  (according  to  the  diverse  acts  of  continuation  in  the  second 
parliament  of  king  Charles).  This  day  the  said  parliament  sita 
down,  with  the  nobles,  barons,  and  burgesses  both,  without  the 
king,  for  he  was  not  yet  come  down,  and  without  a  commissioner; 
however,  they  begin  to  do  such  business  before  his  majesty's 
coming  as  they  thought  fit.  The  earl  of  Traquair  hearing  of 
this  parliament  leaves  the  king  (for  he  durst  not  bide  behind 
him  in  England,  for  fear  of  the  English  parliament)  and  goes  to 
sea,  sailing  in  one  of  the  king's  ships,  about  Holy  Island  and 
elsewhere,  for  security  of  his  life,  untill  at  last  he  is  forced  to 
come  in  and  set  caution  before  the  estates,  or  a  committee  of 
parliament,  and  there  to  abide  his  trials. 

Well,  they  began  first  to  call  the  absents  frae  this  parliament, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  but  no  bishop  was  called  nor  contu- 
maced,  except  the  pretended  bishop  of  Ross.  Now,  there  were 
particularly  summoned  to  this  parliament,  John  earl  of  Traquair ; 
sir  Robert  Spotswood  of  Dunnipace,  late  president ;  sir  John 
Hay  of  Lauds,  late  clerk  raster ;  Mr.  John  Maxwell,  pretended 
bishop  of  Ross;  and  Dr.  Balcanquall,  as  incendiaries ;  and  sicklike, 
were  summoned  to  this  parliament,  James  earl  of  Montrose, 
Archibald  lord  Napier,  sir  George  Strivling  of  Keir,  and  sir 
Archibald  Steuart  of  Blackball,  as  plotters,  devisers,  and  mar- 
chinators  of  courses  against  the  publick  weal,  as  the  34th  act  of 
the  last  session  of  the  said  2d  parliament  bears ;  albeit  thir  last 
named  persons  were  all  warded  in  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  aa 
ye  heard  before.  By  and  attour  incendiaries  and  plotters,  there 
were  also  summoned  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  the  marquis  of 
Douglas,  the  earl  of  Roxburgh,  the  earl  of  Nithsdale,  the  earl  of 
Crawford,  the  earl  of  Airth,  the  earl  of  Airly,  the  earl  of  Lin- 
lithgow, the  earl  of  Tulliebardine,  the  earl  of  Stirling,  the  earl 
of  Camwarth,  the  lord  Semple,  the  lord  Ogilvie,  the  lord 
Aboyn,  the  lord  Etrick  or  general  Ruthven,  and  sundry  others, 
who  were  out  of  the  kingdom.  They  were  all  summoned  at  the 
mercat  cross  of  Edinburgh  and  pier  of  Leith,  upon  sixty  days' 
warning.  There  were  also  summoned  to  this  parliament  sundry 
of  the  barons  and  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Gordon  in  this  coun- 
try, whereof  none  compeared  of  that  name.  This  summons  was 
raised  by  direction  of  the  estates  against  thir  persons,  under  the 
pain  of  forfeiture ;  whereupon  many  of  thir  noblemen,  barons, 
and  gentlemen,  came  home  to  Edinburgh. 

Ye  heard  before  of  Dr.  John  Forbes  of  Corse  his  deposition, 
whereby  his  place  of  professor  was  vacant,  to  the  great  grief  of 
the  youth  and  young  students  of  theology,  who  were  well  in- 
structed and  taught  by  this  learned  doctor ;  but  for  remead  of 
this,  there  is  direct  by  the  kirk  an  edict  to  be  served  and  publick- 
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ly  read  at  the  kirk  door  of  Machacr  kirk  in  Old  Aberdeen,  by  tbe 
which  the  commisgioners  of  the  presbyteries  of  the  haill  diocese 
of  Aberdeen  were  summoned  to  compear  at  Aberdeen,  upon  the 
last  day  of  August  next  to  come,  for  choosing  in  the  deposed 
professor's  place  a  sufficient  qualified  man  to  serve  in  his  room, 
and  upon  his  rents. 

The  dbmmissioners  of  the  haill  presbytery  compeared,  and 
none  were  absent  except  Kincardine,  Deer,  and  TuriiF;  the  rest 
who  were  present  leeted  for  this  place,  Mr.  Alexander  Seyton, 
minister  at  Banff;  Mr.  John  Seyton,  minister  at  Kemnay ;  Mr. 
George  Leith,  minister  at  Culsamond;  Mr.  William  Douglas, 
minister  at  Forgue;  and  because  the  haill  commissioners  were 
not  present,  they  referred  thir  leeted  men,  with  eiking,  paring, 
or  changing,  to  the  next  provincial  assembly  to  be  holden  at 
Aberdeen ;  and  so  they  dissolved. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  20th  of  July,  the  general  assembly  sat  down 
in  St.  Andrew's ;  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  minister  at  Leu« 
«hars  in  Fife,  is  moderator ;  the  committee  of  estates  wrote  to 
them,  with  the  earl  of  Cassilis,  shewing  that  many  of  the  com« 
missioners  to  this  assembly  were  members  of  the  parliament; 
tiesiring  them,  therefore,  to  translate  their  place  to  Edinburgh,  as 
most  commodious  both  for  parliament  and  them.  This  matter 
was  much  debated  among  the  brethren;  at  last  they  yieldedp 
leave  St.  Andrew's  and  come  to  Edinburgh  ;  and  upon  the  27th 
of  the  samen  July,  sit  down  in  the  Grey  Friar  kirk  thereof, 
where  the  king's  commissioner,  viz.  earl  of  Weymss,  presented 
them  a  letter,  written  frae  his  majesty  to  them,  protesting  to 
maintain  religion  in  true  piety,  to  pass  presentations  to  such  larks 
as  he  was  patron  of,  to  such  ministers  not  yet  provided  as  were 
thought  meet;  to  see  seminaries  of  learning  advanced,  request- 
ing, the  brethren  to  be  peaceably  set,  and  to  pray  for  him.  This 
favourable  letter  was  delivered  to  the  moderator,  and  read  in 
public  audience;  thereafter  the  commissioner  delivered  some* 
what  more  conform  to  his  commission.  Now  this  assembly  sat 
each  day  before  noon  constantly,  and  the  parliament  ilk  day  af- 
ternoon. No  such  order  seen  here  before, — the  parliament  and 
the  assembly  sitting  half  days  together.  No  lords  nor  barons» 
advocates,  clerks,  or  other  men  of  mark,  had  entry  to  this  as- 
sembly, to  hear  and  see,  as  was  wont  to  be  done  before,  so 
etraitly  were  the  doors  kept;  so  the  commissioners,  ministers^ 
and  ruling  elders  had  only  place. 

At  this  assembly.  Dr.  Sibbald,  late  minister  at  Aberdeen,  his 
papers  which  were  taken  frae  him  were  revised  and  sighted; 
some  whereof  smelled  of  Arminianism,  as  they  thought,  and 
whilk  they  kept ;  other  some  were  found  orthodox,  wlulk  were 
delivered  to  Afr.  Robert  Petrie,  agent  in  Edinbuigh,  to  be  sent 
to  Dr.  Sibbald,  now  lying  in  England  or  Ireland.  Mr.  John 
Gregory,  minister  at  Drumoak,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Logic,  miniso 
ter  at  Rain,  were  received  and  reinstalled  in  their  several  kirks. 
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Mr.  John  Oswald,  lainiBter  mt »  was  ocdaiMd  Iqribew- 

sembly  to  be  trangplanted  to  Aberde^  wbieh  he  very  wUtingly 
obeyed.     . 

The  night  family  exercise,  called  the  Family  of  iMCf  was 
there  agitated  and  reasoned,  yet  (contrary  to  the  mind  of  the 
brethren  who  favoured  the  samen,  as  was  thought,)  it  was  sup- 
prest  and  prohibited. 

The  household  exetnse,  mmmiag  and  evening  prayers,  were 
ordained  to  be  said  by  ilk  man,  poor  and  rich,  JL^med  and  igno- 
rant, in  his  own  family,  under  pain  of  kirk  censure. 

To  this  assembly;  Dr.  Alexander  Sor<^sgie  (after  he  is  deposed, 
put  frae  his  kirir,  and  spoiled  of  his  goods,)  gives  in  now  aanp- 
plication  (notwithstanding  of  his  writing,  with  the  rest  of  the 
Aberdeen's  dootors,  against  the  covenant),  ofiering  to  swear  and 
subscribe  the  samen  (whilk  he  had  refused  before),  and  to  do  what 
further  the  brediren  should  enjoin  him.    The  assmbly  heard 

fladly  his  siq^Ueation,  and  refenred  him  to  the  committee  of  the 
irk  at  Edinburgh,  inrdaimng  him  to  go  there  and  giv^  them 
content,  whilk  he  did  at  last,  where  be  got  some  pension^^ 

There  were  sundry  other  acts  made  by  them,  whilk  is  beve 
referred  to  their  own  books.  They  indicted  another  geaenal  as- 
sembly, by  their  own  authority,  without  warrant  of  tJ^  king,  as 
was  wont  to  be,  to  be  balden  at  St.  Andrew's,  the  third  Wedf- 
nesday  of  July,  1648;  and  so,  upon  the  9th  of  August,  they 
all  dissolved. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  21st  of  July,  Mr.  John  Steuart's  hmi 
is  striken  off  £rae  his  shoulders  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  :afler 
he  was  convicted  by  an  assize,  before  a  committee  holden  to  that 
affect,  within  the  said  burrow,  for  speeches  alledged  spoken  by 
him  against  the  earl  of  Argyll,  as  ye  heard  before^  This  gentle^ 
man  is  cruelly  executed  for  words,  not  before  our  ordinary  jus- 
tice or  sheriff  court,  according  to  our  Scottish  laws,  bat  before  a 
new  in«€ome  court.  However,  it  is  said,  he  abode  by  all  the 
speeches  that  he  spake,  and  went  to  death  th^ewith. 

About  this  time,  John  Leith  of  Harthill  got  liberty  to  some 
out  of  the  tolbooth,  where  he  was  warded  (as  ye  heard  bef<Hfe), 
and  go  up  and  down  Edinburgh,  having  oae  attending  him  all 
day,  who  brought  him  in  ilk  night  to  the  tolbooth  again ;  but  tUs 
liberty  lasted  not  long,  but  he  was  mismrably  handled,  bb  ye  nay 
hereafter  hear. 

About  the  beginning  of  August,  word  came  that  the  earl  of 
Traquair,  sir  Robert  Spotswood,  John,  pretended  bishop  of  Ross, 
sir  John  Hay,  and  Mr.  Walter  Balcanquall,  five  of  the  inaeD*> 
diaries  above- written,  wereooming  with  the  king  to  Scotland; 
whereupon  the  estates  made  proclamation  at  the  cross  of  fidin-> 
burgh,  forbidding  all  manner  of  men  to  receipt,  «np)dy,  or  aop- 
port  any  of  them,  under  great  pains;  and  whoever  could  take 
and  apprehend  them,  or  reveal  them  to  the  estates,  sbonlil  'be 
thankfully  rewarded,  and  estimate  eingular  good  service. 
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NMTtfieJriBff,  caUuig  to  ittind  the  trMby  of  pc«M  ]^t iMtirib^ 
him  and  hk  aiibgeets  of  Sootluid»  aa  ye  bwe  htavd  hafci% 
«raflUy  convoyed  and  done  by  his  majeaty'a  eemniiajoBars  of 
Bng^d,  whom  he  trualed,  aad  the  eommiaamieis  of  Sootland, 
wherein  the  Scottish  prevail  so  maeh»  Aat  th^  fet  all  their 
wills  in  the  treatyy  and  much  more  in  the  subacqaent  parliameatj 
^aa  by  the  reading  of  the  acts  thereof  plainly  may  appear ;  for  the 
fioottiah  disorder  and  raising  of  arms  beuig  a^meaa  to  get  a 
^Murliament  indieted  in  England,  whilk  themselves  conld  .not 
get  done;  therefore^  whilst  the  parliament  ia  made  sore»  th^ 
•go  on  by  all  possiMe  means  to  settle  by  treaty  the  king  and  hw 
Scottish  subjects,  by  granting  them  iJl  their  desires  in  ohuich 
and  police,  and  thereafter  to  make  the  king,  in  their  English 
parliament^  condescend  to  the  like  government ;  and  that  uni- 
Ibrmity,  both  in  religion  and  church  govemm^t,  should,  with 
the  Scots,  be  firmly. established  and  nmde  conform. 

This  great  policy  is  unknown  to  the  king,  whereby  the  English 
lower  house  and  our  confederates  were  so  tied  to  one  another. 
However,  hia  majesty,  as  a  most  gracious  illustrious  prince^ 
having  no  mind  of  such  plots,  ad^esses  himself  to  keep  the 
Scottish  parliament  continued  to  the  15th  of  July,  and  that 
day  already  sitten  down,  his  majesty  resolves  therefore  to  com^ 
,10  Scotland,  to  settle  all  matters  by  parliament,  to  the  eflhct  he 
might  go  on  the  more  soundly  with  his  parliament  in  Eng^Umd; 
at  any  rate  to  secure  us,  so  that  the  Scots  should  not  stir  nor 
ineddle  in  the  English  business.  But  herein  was  his  majesty  de» 
49eived ;  and  so  he  leaves  the  Scottish  commissioners  at  the  Enjg* 
lish  parliament,  whom  he  left  sitting  behind  him,  to  wit,  John 
earl  of  Rothes,  Charles  earl  of  Dumfermling,  John  lord  London, 
sir  Patrick  Hepburn  of  Wachton,  nr  William  t)oog^  of  Cavef% 
•William  Drummond  of  Rickarton,  John  Smith  of  Edinbuigfa, 
Mr.  Alexander  Wedderbnrn  of  Dundee,  and  Hugh  Kennedy  of 
Air,  as  n^embers  of  the  estates  of  parliament,  to  whom  adjoined 
Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  minister,  and  Mr.  Archibald  John- 
aton,  clerk  to  the  general  assembly.  Thir  commissioherB  were 
appointed  to  attend  the  English  parliament  for  the  Scotch  afiairs ; 
but  the  earl  of  Rothes,  a  sore  enemy  to  the  king,  departed  this 
life  in  England,  and  never  returned  back  with  the  reM  of  the 
4M>mmissioners,  but  was  buried  at  his  own  kirk  of  Lesly. 

Now  the  king  takes  journey,  with  a  very  few  train,  having 
<with  him  his  own  sister's  son  the  Palsgrave  of  Rhine,  the  mar^ 
•quis  of  Hamilton,  the  earl  of  Morton,  and  some  others.  There 
^eame  also  with  his  majesty,  commissioners  from  the  parliament 
jof  England,  to  attend  oar  parliament,  that  nothing  should  go 
wrong,  but  both  parliaments  go  on  in  one  mind  anil  delibersr 
.tion.  His  majesty  comes  forward,  and  saw  general  Lesly's  army 
ly  at  Newcastle.  He  received  a  welcome  of  fine  firewoiks. 
Lesly  also  welcomed  his  majesty,  as  became  him :  he  invited 
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hiok  to  dinner,  witli  whom  the  king  went :  thereafter  he  had 
eome  short  conference  with  Lesly,  syne  went  to  horse,  where  he 
had  another  fire-work  volley,  and  therefrae  came  by  post  to 
Scotland)  and  npon  Saturday  the  14th  of  Angost  he  came  to 
Holy-rood-honse,  in  at  the  water  gate,  not  passing  one  hnndred 
persons  in  his  train.  Sundry  of  our  Scots  nobles  met  him;  the 
provost  and  baillies  saluted  his  highness  in  their  long  robes,  a 
speech  was  made,  the  keys  of  the  town  rendered ;  but  the  king, 
somewhat  melancholyous  after  his  travel,  coming  all  the  way 
post  by  coach,  gave  little  ear  to  their  speech.  However,  they 
convoyed  him  in  at  the  water  gate  to  his  palace  of  Holy*rood- 
house. 

Here  it  is  to  be  noted,  a  wonder  to  all  posterity,  and  to  the 
haill  Christian  world — a  monarch !  a  king  !  to  come  to  his  own 
subjects,  to  give  them  a  parliament,  having  their  army  and  r^- 
ments  lying  in  his  highway,  raised  against  himself  for  their  own 
ends,  for  Lesly  was  lying  at  Newcastle,  major  Mnnro  lying  with 
his  men  in  the  Merse,  about  one  thousand  four  hundred  men ; 
Cochran,  with  his  regiment  of  one  thousand  men,  lying  in  Lo* 
thian ;  and  the  lord  Sinclair's  regiment  of  five  hundred  men 
lying  in  Aberdeen.  Nevertheless,  it  pleased  his  majesty,  in  m 
peaceable  manner  and  quiet  company,  to  come  to  Scotland^ 
without  regard  or  fear  for  tfair  armies  of  men,  raised  against 
himself. 

Well,  upon  the  mom,  being  Sunday  the  15th  of  August,  his 
majesty  went  to  the  Abbey  kirk,  and  heard  one  of  our  sermons 
after  the  Scottish  fashion,  before  and  after  noon,  without  organs 
or  prayers,  as  he  was  used  with  at  home. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  17th  of  August,  he  came  to  the  parliament 
Jtouse,  where  was  conveened  the  three  estetes,  consisting  of 
nobles,  barons,  and  burgesses,  as  the  game  went  now,  to  whom 
he  made  the  pleasant  pithy  speech  following  :-** 

''  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  there  has  been  nothing  so  displeasing  lo  me  aa 
iboee  unlncky  difibrenoes  which  of  late  have  happened  to  be  betwixt  me  and 
my  subjects,  and  nothing  that  I  have  desired  more,  than  to  see  the  day  wherein 
I  hope'  not  only  to  settle  these  unhappy  mistakings,  but  rightly  to  know,  and 
be  known  of,  my  native  country,  I  need  not  tell  you  (for  I  think  it  is  well 
known  to  roost)  what  difficulties  I  have  passed  by  and  overcome,  to  be  here  at 
this  time ;  yet  this  I  will  say,  that  if  love  to  my  native  country  bad  not  been  a 
chief  motive  to  this  journey,  other  respects  might  have  easily  found  a  shift  to  do 
that  by  a  commissioner,  which  I  am  come  to  perform  myself.  All  this  consi- 
dered, I  cannot  doubt  but  to  find  some  real  testimonies  of  your  afl^tiona  fbr 
the  maintenance  of  that  royal  power  which  I  enjoy,  after  one  hnndred  and 
eighty  descents,  and  which  you  have  so  often  professed  to  maintain,  and  your 
own  national  oath  doth  oblige  you,  that  I  shall  not  think  my  pains  ill  bestowed. 

"  Now  the  end  of  my  coming  is  shortly  this :  to  perfect  whatsoever  I  have 
ptomised,  and  withal  to  quiet  these  distractions  which  have  and  may  fall  out 
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i^ainsl  you;  and  this  I  Bdnd  not  luperfleially,  but  dteerftilly  to  do ;  M  1  m^ 
sure  I  can  do  nothing  with  more  cheerfukten  than  to  give  my  fwgLd  a  general 
aatisfactiou. 

"  Wherefore,  not  offering  to  endear  myaelf  to  you  in  words  (wbiehi  indeed^ 
is  npt  my  way),  desirej.  in  the  first  phwe,  to  settle  that  which  ooniwms  the  re» 
Ugion  and  just  liberties  of  this  my  native  country,  before  I  proeoed  to  any  other 
act." 

This  royal  and  memorable  apeech  was  dearly  esteemed  of  the 
best,  and  (as  his  majesty  desired)  the  parliament  goes  on  day  by 
day,  as  appears  in  the  acts  of  parliament;  for,  first,  there  was 
read  in  the  king's  own  audience  the  act  made  anent  the  oath  to 
be  given  by  every  member  of  parliament,  act  5.  Then  follows 
the  6th  act,  anent  ratification  of  articles  of  treaty,  with  a  com* 
mission  from  the  commissioners  of  parliament,  the  articles  of  the 
large  treaty,  an  act  of  oblivion,  with  certain  other  ptopositiona 
and  answers  following  the  samen  6th  act.  Then  follows  diverse 
other  trivial  acts.  In  the  21st  act,  sir  Alexander  Gibson  is  made 
clerk  register,  in  sir  John  Hay's  place,  for  following  the  king; 
in  the  22d  act,  the  election  of  counsellors ;  in  the  2Sd  act,  the 
election  of  lords  of  session ;  in  the  SSd  act  is  contained  the  air 
lodged  incendiaries,  viz.  the  earl  of  Montrose,  Archibald  lord 
Napier,  sir  George  Strivling  of  Keir,  sir  Archibald  Steuart  of 
Blackball,  and  the  earl  of  Traquair:  and  how  the  king  is  so 
much  favoured  as  to  be  judge  to  their  punishment  after  trial, 
whjch  would  appear  to  have  duly  belonged  to  him  as  king,  with- 
out the  subjects'  consent;  in  the  4l8t  act,  the  king  discharges 
rents  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  spended  against  his  will,  and  con- 
trary himself;  in  the  50th  act,  anent  a  president  in  parliament;  in 
the  51st  act,  the  bishops'  rents  to  be  holden  of  the  king;  with  a 
continuation  of  this  parliament  to  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  1644. 
But  in  the  other  parliament  holden  before,  upon  the  11th  of  June, 
1640,  now  ratified  by  his  majesty,  ye  shall  find  the  constitution 
of  the  parliament  of  nobles,  harons,  burgesses,  act  2d ;  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  acts  of  assembly,  act  4th ;  ratification  of  the  cove- 
nant, act  5th;  the  subscription  of  the  covenant  and  contents 
thereof,  appointing  of  parliaments  once  every  third  year ;  I7th. 
act,  of  the  defence  of  the  conclusions  of  this  parliament,  and  act 
39th,  of  the  continuation  of  this  samen,  so  that  the  king's  intention . 
of  a  parliament  needed  now  be  sought ;  act  29th,  declaring  bands 
and  conventions  to  be  lawful,  though  expressly  prohibited  before; 
16th  act,  declaring  the  lord  Louden,  (chief  plotter  against  the  king 
in  this  business)  to  be  high  chancellor  of  Scotland.  Thir  acts  in 
the  first  and  second  sessions  of  this  second  parliament,  for  the 
most  part  conceived  in  favours  of  the  Covenanters,  conform  to 
the  articles  of  treaty  agreed  upon  before,  by  the  subtilty  of  the 
Englishmen,  and  no  reparation  nor  punishment  inflicted  upon  the 
r^ers  of  thir  troubles,  but  rather  are  preferred  and  advanced, 
and  the  king  and  his  loyal  subjects  born  down  and  supprest. 
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Admintble  to  the  whole  workl !  but  the  king  wm  foroed  to  be* 

In  the  mean  time,  many  of  the  lords  who  were  summoned  to 
thk  parliament  eame  to  Edinbuigh,  among  whom  came  the 
marquii  q£  Huntly,  from  England;  about  the  88th  of  Augoft, 
air  Bobert  Spotswood  of  Dunnipaee  and  mr  John  Hay  of  Lauda; 
bat  thir  two  were  shortly  taken  and  warded  in  the  castleof  Edin-. 
baigh* 

Upon  their  coming,  foUowed  a  strict  proclamation  at  the  cross 
of  Eidinburgh,  expressly  forbidding  such  nobles  as  were  cited  to 
iqvproaoh  the  house  of  parliament  to  take  their  rooms,  nor  to  vote 
among  the  estates,  till  first  they  swear  and  subscribe  in  the  face 
«»f  parliament  the  national  covenant,  together  with  the  band  of 
maintenance  of  the  acts  of  parliament;  and  farther,  to  give  such 
otiier  obedieBce  and  satisfaction,  as  in  the  sight  of  this  parlia- 
ment should  bethought  most  fitting;  attour,  such  other  noble- 
mett  as  W«Mre  not  yet  come  home,  who  were  not  as  yet  summoned, 
Hmt'  they  should  have  no  place  nor  voice  in  parliament,  while 
they  do'  and'peiform  the  like.  Whereupon  the  nobles  that  were 
eome  home  went  not  to  the  parliament  house,  but  convoyed  the 
king  up  and  down,  and  beheld  all.  The  laird  of  Banff,  having  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton's  favour,  came  also  to  Edinburgh  at  this  time. 

Now  the  emrl  of  Montrose  is  sent  for ;  he  comes  to  the  parlia- 
ment from  the  castle  of  Edinburgh  by  coach,  well  guarded  and 
eonvoyM.  He  is  accused  in  presence  of  the  king  upon  diverse 
matters,. containing  eight  sheets  of  paper:  thereafter  he  is  guard- 
ed back  Bgaiik  to  the  castle. 

ProclamaUons  again  forbidding  convocation  of  the  king^s 
lieges,  attd  that  no  man  within  Edinburgh  or  Leith  should  lodge 
or  receipt  any  manner  of  men,  under  great  pains,  except  they 
gave  up  their  names  to  the  parliament. 

In  this  month  of  August,  ane  great  death,  both  in  burrow  and 
luid,  of  young  bairns,  in  the  pox,  so  that  nine  or  ten  children 
would  be  buried  in  New  Aberdeen  in  one  day,  and  continued  a 
long  time ;  all  for  our  sins,  and  yet  not  taken  to  heart ! 

Now  the  king's  army  at  York,  and  our  Scots  army  at  New* 
castle,  are  both  disbanded,  according  to  our  treaty  of  peace  for^ 
tterly  mentioned;  so,  about  the  27th  of  August,  general  Lesly^ 
came  with  his  lifeguard,  and  others,  the  best  of  his  army,  about 
three  thousand,  and  made  a  brave  muster  in  the  links  of  Leith, 
vyne  disbanded  them  also.  In  the  meantime,  Munro,  Cochran, 
and  the  lord  Sinclair,  kept  stil!  their  regiments  of  foot  undis- 
banded,  because  the  king's  garrisons  of  Berwick  and  Carlisle 
Were  not  disbanded,  as  was  alledged ;  others  thought  they  were 
kept  of  purpose  while  the  closure  of  the  parliament,  fearing 
trouble.  However,  there  came  to  Leith  from  Newcastle  diverse 
barks  with  victual,  sent  for  the  army's  provision,  and  was  sold 
back  again.  The  general  got  good  payment  of  fourscore  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  before  ho  disbanded  his  ai^my,  as  a  part  of 
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three  hnndred  dMNmnd  pounds  promised  by  tiie  BagliBh  to  onr 
«elfttefl  of  brotherly  aenstanoe,  and  that  one  hnndr^  and  ten 
thousand  pounds  thereof  shoald  be  paid  at  midsoaHner^  1642, 
and  as  meikle  at  nridsammer,  1648.  Thus  we  wanted  not  good 
payment  firae  the  English  for  oar  service  against  the  king,  by 
raifling  of  arms  in  manner  aforesaid.  Howsoever,  the  captains, 
eolonels,  and  other  officers  drawn  to  this  war  from  other  countries 
received  not  full  payment  from  general  Lesly  of  their  wages, 
which  made  them  to  cry  out  against  him.  Now  ilk  man  went 
sundry  gates,  and  some  went  to  the  king,  and  got  good  servioe 
of  him  hereafter.  At  this  time  the  town  of  Edinburgh  gave 
the  banquet  to  the  king,  where  this  general  Lesly  was  held  in 
Meat  esteem  and  honour  beforo  any  other  of  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects there,  whereat  many  wondered. 

Upon  Saturday  the  4th  of  September,  Mr.  Andrew  CSant 
came  frae  the  general  assembly,  holden  at  Edinburgh,  home  to 
Aberdeen.  He  began  to  thunder  and  ciy  out  of  the  jmlpit  against 
Anti-covenanters,  papists,  and  excommunicated  persons ;  he 
would  not  suffer  the  people  to  pray  when  he  prayed  at  sermon, 
but  in  their  hearts  to  follow  him,  saying,  his  outward  prayers 
were  sufficient  for  all ;  he  refused  to  baptize  Imims,  but  after 
preaching  or  lecture ;  he  discharged  reading  of  scripture  or  say- 
ing of  psalms  at  lyke-wakes,  *whieh  bred  more  debauchery  quietly, 
and  prejudged  the  master  of  the  song  school  of  his  commodity ; 
on  a  fasting  day  he  would  not  give  the  blessing  after  forenoon's 
sermon,  but  after  the  afternoon's  sermon  for  all ;  he  i^ed  out 
against  the  m^strates  of  Aberdeen,  for  making  strangers  bui>- 
geeses,  and  spending  the  common  good  upon  wine,  and  other 
things,  superfluously. 

There  came  a  letter  to  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  craving 
solemn  thanksgiving  to  God,  as  all  the  presbyteries  of  Scotland 
had  got  the  like ;  whilk  letter  was  read  out  of  the  pulpit  in  Old 
Aberdeen. 

This  letter,  with  the  act  of  the  general  assembly,  came  not  to 
Aberdeen  while  the  11th  of  Smtember,  and  a  thanksgiving  was 
appointed  to  be  upon  Tuesday  thereafter. 

Upon  whilk  Tuesday  the  people  conveened  for  this  sdemn 
thankBgiving,  in  midst  of  harvest,  and  excellent  fair  weather  for 
winning  of  the  country  corns ;  doubtless  against  the  minds  of  the 
poor  labourers  of  the  ground,  to  be  brought  into  so  untimely  a 
thanksgiving  and  preaching  and  psalm-singing,  in  both  Aber^ 
deens,  both  before  and  after  noon ;  where  idso  this  act  was  also 
solemnly  read,  to  the  dispraise  of  the  king  and  ptaise  of  the  Go- 
venanters.  No  handy-work  this  day  in  burrow  or  land  durst  be 
used,  whereat  the  commons,  having  their  corns  in  point  of  tin- 
sell,  and  being  fair  weather,  mightily  grieved ;  likeas,  many  of 
the  auditors  hearing  this  act  of  assembly  read  out,  bearing  the 
Covenanters  to  be  good  and  loyal  suljeots,  and  whatsoever  was 
written,  said,  or  proclaimed  contrary,  to  be  recalled  and  siipprest, 

K  k 
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wbereof  there  were  diverse  and  sundry  set  oat  against  tlieni.  Ne- 
vertheless, now  they  are  approven  to  be  good  sabjects  to  the  king, 
notwithstanding  of  their  rebellious  proeeedings  and  violent  actiooa, 
— admirable  to  the  whole  world !  Thus  is  bis  majesty  eounselled 
and  overthrown.  But  here  it  is  to  be  marked,  that  while  this  day 
of  thanksgiving  was  straitly  kept,  the  weather  was  wonderful  fair, 
and  the  poor  country  people  rather  wishiiq^  to  have  been  at  home 
winning  their  corns  in  such  weather,  than  to  be  brought  in  with 
the  crafts  and  commons,  both  of  burrow  and  land,  sometimes 
for  giving  of  thanks,  and  sometimes  for  lasting,  upon  work  days, 
and  abstinence  from  work ;  whereas  some  poor  people,  living  frae 
hand  to  mouth,  fasted  the  day  of  thanks,  because  they  durst  not 
labour  for  their  food.  Thus,  through  this  covenant,  is  both  bar- 
row and  land  holden  always  under  daily  vexation.  And,  which 
is  more  to  be  noted,  this  day  of  thanksgiving  being  a  wonderful 
fiur  day,  fit  for  harvest,  wherein  they  are  forced  to  sit  idle, 
thereafter  there  was  nothing  but  tempestuous  rains  till  the  19th 
of  October,  at  least  till  the  lOth— continuing  from  the  14th  of 
September  till  that  day,  whilk  was  another  day  of  fast,  as  ye 
shall  hear;  whereby  the  people's  hearts  were  casten  down,  teBT" 
ing  the  loss  of  their  harvest  by  thir  wicked  wets. 

About  the  same  time,  the  queen  mother  left  England,  and 
went  over  to  Brussels  in  Flanders.  The  English  quitted  her  with 
good  will,  as  suspected  to  be  most  seditious  in  thir  troublesome 
times. 

Wednesday  before  Michaelmas,  Mr.  Alexander  Jaffray  was 
chosen  provost  of  Aberdeen  for  a  year  to  come ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Gray,  Mr.  Matthew  Lumsden,  Mr.  George  Morison,  and  Mr. 
William  Mair,  baillies. 

The  laird  of  Drum  continues  sherifF,  by  commission,  of  Aber- 
deen, for  an  year ;  and  Thomas  Fraser  of  Strichen,  sheriff  of  In- 
verness. 

Now  falls  there  out  an  excellent  piece,  as  the  report  past.  It 
happened  the  lord  Ker,  eldest  son  to  the  earl  of  Roxburgh,  (a 
brave  spark,  and  loyal  subject  to  the  king,)  to  be  sitting  in  com- 
pany with  the  earl  of  Crawford  and  sir  James  Hamilton,  son  to 
the  earl  of  Haddington,  in  a  lodging  in  Edinbuigh ;  where  the 
lord  Ker  alledged  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  was  the  instrument  of 
all  thir  troubles,  and  desired  the  said  James  to  go  tell  the  mar- 
qais  that  he  said  these  words,  who  refused  to  carry  such  message. 
The  earl  of  Crawford,  a  loyal  subject  to  the  king,  hearing  the 
speech,  thought  it  was  over  good  a  purpose  to  want  a  bearer, 
(being  of  the  same  mind  that  Ker  was  of,)  says,  I  will  carry  the. 
message,  provided  you  give  me  warrant  by  write,  whilk  the  lord 
Ker  did :  whereupon  he  tells  the  maoquis  of  Hamilton,  who  an- 
swered the  earl  of  Crawford,  he  was  not  to  chaoe  such  tales.  No  I 
my  lord  says,  I  have  here  his  write*  hearing  thir  speeches.-* 
Then,  the  marquis  said  he  should  take  order  therewith ;  whilk  he 
did  in  most  pditick  manner.     To  stamp  it  out  he  means  hioMelf 
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to  the  pMrliBm«Dt;"^the  lofd  K«r  is  oommanded  to  keep  hb 
lodging^,  and  gdee  so  eunningljr,  that  on  the  morrow  the  IcHrd  Ker 
is  brooght  m  faee  of  the  kmg  and  parliament^  and  his  speeches 
were  thought  to  be  done  after  a  full  collation :  an  act  is  made  in 
the  parliament's  books  upon  the  marqnis  of  Hamilton's  loyally, 
and  the  lord  Ker  let  go  frae  without  further  aoonsatiim. 

Upon  Sunday  the^  LOth  of  October,  a  solemn  fast  was  kept  in 
New  Aberdeen,  for  three  causes :  Ist,  The  great  mortality  of 
bairns  in  the  poz,  both  in  burrow  and  land,  so  that  frae  the  month 
of  August  last,  there  was  reckoned  buried  in  Aberdeen  about 
the  number  of  twelTescore  bairns  in  this  disease.  2d,  For  fair 
weather  to  win  the  corns  in  point  of  tinsell,  who  had  never  a 
fiur  day  since  the  14th  of  September,  whilk  was  the  day  of 
thanksgiving,  as  ye  have  before.  3d,  For  a  happy  closure  of 
the  parliament.  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  preached,  but  left  the  pulpit 
without  a  blessing,  as  use  was,  till  he  preached  afternoon,  syne 
gave  a  blessing  for  both  sermons.  After  this  day  of  humiliation, 
it  ]deased  God  of  his  goodness  to  send  in  fmr  weather  daily  for 
winning  the  corns. 

Upon  the  8d  Tuesday  and  10th  of  September,  the  provincial 
assembly  of  Aberdeen  oonveened  within  the  Gray  Friars  kirk 
thereof;  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  is  chosen  moderator  for  one  year,  at 
least  till  the  next  assembly;  ilk  minister  came  with  his  ruling  el- 
der to  this  provincial  assembly,  according  to  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly ;  by  and  attour  it  is  ordered  thereby,  that  out  of  every 
kirk  session  of  every  parish  there  shall  be  chosen  one  of  the 
worthiest  of  that  number  to  be  a  laick  or  ruling  elder,  and  to  at- 
tend upon  the  presbytery  where  that  parish  lies,  to  concur,  con- 
sult, and  advise  with  the  rest  of  the  presbytery  and  laick  elders 
upon  such  matters  as  occur,  and  the  elder  to  report  to  his  own 
sesnon  the  next  Sunday  what  was  done  in  the  presbytery. 

Right  so  it  is  ordained  by  the  general  assembly,  before  the 
restitution  of  bishops,  as  is  thought,  that  one,  two,  or  three  of 
the  ablest  of  the  ministry  of  ilk  presbytery,  with  one  of  the  rul- 
ing elders  as  commissioner,  to  attend  ilk  general  assembly;  and 
every  minister  within  the  province  comes,  with  his  ruling  elder, 
to  ilk  provincial  assembly :  so  that  of  all  the  haill  ministers  of  the 
haill  perishes,  and  a  ruling  elder  chosen  out  of  each  parish,  must 
none  be  absent  from  this  provincial  assembly,  but  be  personally 
and  precisely  there  (health  of  body  serving) ;  but  all  and  every 
minister  is  not  obliged  to  keep  every  general  assembly. 

James  Murray,  clerk-depute  to  the  general  assembly,  had  c(d- 
leoted  to  him  twenty  shillings  ivae  ilk  minister  and  ilk  ruling  el- 
der, not  used  before;  by  order  of  the  general  assembly,  ilk  pro- 
vincial assembly  is  holden  to  pay  the  time  coming. 

Dr.  Scroggie  came  not  to  this  provincial  assembly,  as  was  or^ 
dered  before  by  the  committee  of  the  Idrk  at  Ed&iburgh,  but 
stoyed  in  Edinburgh,  and  writes  his  excuse;  but  the  mwlerator 
and    brethren    ac^»pted  not  pleasantly  thereof  ;   however  he 

K  k  2 


2S2  HJ8TQilY  OP  TMB  IJtm  1MI% 

wrought  so  that  he  had  gifted  to  hiiii  oat  etBam^  aiglit  ehaUeM 
of  victual  during  his  lifetime)  since  hia  kirk  was  taken  feae.hiaou 
Mr.  Alexander  Innes,  minister  at  Rothemay^  his  gsodam,  who 
was  deposed  frae  his  kirk  also,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Senpggie,  hm 
son,  deposed  frae  his  r^ieney,  as  ye  have  beard,  ilk  ane  of  them 
got  a  pension  from  the  king. 

Ilk  minister  was  ordained  to  give  ap.a  roll  of  sodi  papiata  aa 
was  within  his  parish,  exeept  exeommnnicale  papiata.  Thai 
none  who  had  not  subscribed  the. covenant  shonkl  hayetheW* 
nefit  of  the  comnuinion,  yet  aee  Dr.  Forbea  and  Dr.  Lealie  can^ 
municate,  who  stood  still  out,  notwithataadiag  of  this  ordmanee. 
No  (»der  was  taken  with  the  pki&ting  a  professor  in  the  said  Dr. 
Forbes'  place,  whereby  the  youth  all  this  time  wanted  the  benefit 
of  learning.  Sundry  other  acts  were  made  here  at  this  assemUyy 
and  upon  Friday  the  22d  of  October,  ilk  man  went  hornet 

Much  about  the  13th  of  October,  there  fell  ont  a  great  stir 
at  Edinburgh  (the  king  and  parliament  peaceably  sitting),  anesi 
an  alledged  plot  devued  by  the  earl  of  Crawford,  lietttanant- 
colonel  Steuart,  crowner  Cochran,  and  some  others,  lor  tddng 
or  lolling  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  the  earl  of  Argyll,  and  earl 
of  Lanark,  brother  to  the  marquis,  as  the  chief  instruments  ef 
all  thir  troubles.     The  king  never  seeing,  or  at  least  nuatmsi* 
ing  Hamilton's  loyalty,  who  had  approven  himself  a  traitor  to  .his 
king  and  gracious  master,  and  that  with  great  policy  and  gieatar 
secrecy,  who  always  acquainted  our  Covenanters  of  whatever  hia 
majesty  spoke  or  wrote  or  devised  against  them,  whereby  they 
were  put  on  their  gruard  before  the  kmg  could  act  any  purpose^ 
and  as  was  plainly  spoken,  he  did  what  he  could  to  fortify  the 
Covenanters  against  his  royal  maater  the  king,  who  had  made  up 
his  lost  estate,  and  given  him  as  many  favours  as  his  heart  ooold 
crave,  or  his  majesty  could  give.    However,  Hamilton,  Lanerk^ 
(his  brother),  the  lord  Gordon  (his  sister's  son),  and  die  earl  of 
Argyll,  wjithout  the  king's  knowledge,  went  quietly  ftae  court,  and 
rode  to  a  place  of  HamUton's  mother's,  called  KinneO,  where  for 
a  while  they  remained  together,  nearhand  Linlithgow,  syne  went 
to  Hamilton,  and  therefrae  to  Glaagow^  in  sober  manner,  as  they 
thought  fit.     This  pretended  plot  is  alledged  to  be  revealed  to 
general  Lesly  by  one  called  captain  Hume.     The  town  of  Edin* 
burgh,  understanding  of  their  flight,  suddenly  goes  to  arms,. and 
puts  a  strong  guard  besides  the  ordinary  guard,  and  within  ^Ihem, 
nearest  about  the  king,  so  that  none  could  win  in  nor  out  to  hia 
majesty  without  their  knowledge.    General  Lesly  is  made  captain 
of  this  guard,  govemour  of  Ediabnrgh,  and  captain  of  the  oaatle 
thweof.    At  ^is  sudden  alteration  the  king  is  astonished,  not 
knowing  what  it  meant,  till  he  received  a  letter  from  the.  mar- 
quis, excusing  his  sudden  departure,  because  his  enemies  had  de- 
vised his  ruin,  whereBt  he  much  more  marvelled;  and  immedi<* 
ately  hung  a  sword  about  hia  craig,  wfailk  he  never  did  beA»ra. 
The  earl  of  Crawfiu^  Cochran,  and  lieutenant  crowner  SteuaH, 
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aromdUkBlyiakoliy  and  9k  sne  rat  in  a  iM^eVliOMe^  MOtnfely 
piarded  CiU  fvtiwr  ordera  ■honid  be  taken.  Cociinm,  and  the 
hioil  oAeeM  tif  ku  regiment,  is  eadiiered  and  ffificliarged,  and 
general  Ledy  appoints  other  effieers  over  the  regiment,  whttk 
stood  haill  nnbroken,  and  with  Munro's  regiment,  eonristing  of 
abent  one  thousand  foor  hundred  men,  was  drawn  nearer  Bdin- 
bni]gh  throngh  this  hlisiness,  and  the  town  of  Edinborgh  straitly 
watehed  both  day  and  night,  with  about  one  thousand  men.  Tliis 
sudden  flight  was  woncterfnl  to  many,  quietly  speaking  of  Ha- 
milton's g^tiness  every  where.  However,  the  parKraDent  sits 
daily.  This  matter  is  agitated  before  the  king  and  parKament, 
where  his  majesty  spake  phunly,  that  his  own  queen  with  tears 
had  oftentimes  told  him  of  the  marqnis'  misearriages,  whilk  he 
eonid  never  believe,  and  now  he  saw  some  sparks  of  it  appear, 
not  only^miscarrying  himself,  but  drawing  on  the  earls  of  Argyll 
atid  Laneik  to  his  opinion.  Some  marvelled  at  the  king's  speech 
in  such  a  place.  Now  it  Ifalls  in  how  thit  aliedsed  plotters  should 
be  tried,  some  saying  it  was  fittest  they  should  be  tried  in  face 
of  parliament,  wbilk  also'  was  the  kin^s  will ;  others  more  po- 
litickly  (who  were  the  marquis'  friend^  most  part  being  all  his), 
said  it  was  more  fit  they  should  be  carried  before  a  committee, 
to  be  chosen  for  that  effect ;  whilk  last  opinion  prevailed,  and  a 
committee  dM)sen.  The  earl  of  Crawford,  crowner  Cochran,  and 
lieutenant  Steuart,  were  brought  before  them,  well  guarded; 
they  are  examined,  and  denied  all,  as  they  who  in  the  end  prov- 
ed most  innocent  of  this  guise.  They  were  sent  back,  ilk  ane 
with  his  own  guard,  to  their  lodgings.  There  was  one  also  cap- 
tain William  Stuart  examined  before  the  committee. 

Now  thir  matters  being  in  hand,  word  was  hastily  sent  to  the 
lords  and  commons  of  the  English  parliament,  fervent  and  for- 
ward friends  to  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  no  doubt,  as  he  that 
was  their  politick  friend  from  the  beginning  of  thir  troubles,  and 
questionless  having  the  king's  ear  daily,  was  the  more  profitable 
to  them  in  this  covenanting  cause.  Well,  thir  lords  and  com- 
mons speedily  sends  down  to  their  own  commisaionerB  lying  here 
at  our  parliament  certain  instructions. 

"  Instrvdums  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  English  Parliament  to 
the  Commiltee  qf  both  Houses  now  attending  his  Royal  Majesty  in 
Scotland. 

"  isty  Ye  shall  scquaint  his  msiBSlj,  thsl  by  your  sdvertisenMnt  both  bootet^ 
have  tiksB  notice  of  die  ezsmiotlioD  and  eonfession  tsken  in  the  psrllsmentof 
SeoChuid  fhr  ssYiog  a  malieious  design  and  aftemptj  affirmed  to  be  nndevtaken 
by  the  earl  of  CnmSo/ed  and  others,  agsiast  the  persons  of  the  marquis  of  lis- 
nikoQ,  the  eada  of  Asgyll  and  Lanerie,  snd  having  taken  the  samen  to  eonalde- 
mtion>  thqrhavegoodcansetodoBhithatsaehesilsffbctedpersonf  that  would 
diatorb  the  peace  ef  the  kingdem  are  not  without  some  malieums  eorrespondenoe 
here,  wUeh,  if  ibis  vsdied  fsufrnt  had  taken  dfeet  in  Scoihnd,  mmA4  have 
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been  ready  to  ttleiApt  Mine  Midi  nialfcivai  pfwdoe  «sini||^pr<idnoB  diitenpcn 
and  eonfiisioDs  in  tM8  kingdom,  to  lihe  haaaid  of  the  pnblick  peace ;  fin  pre« 
aerying  whereof  they  have  gimen  order  for  strong  goarda  in  the  city  of  London 
and  Weatminater,  and  hafe  reaolved  to  take  into  their  care  the  aecority  of  the 
teat  of  the  kingdom. 

''  Sndly,  Ye  shall  declare  nnto  his  moat  excdlent  Majeaty,  that  the  eatatea  of 
tbn  parliament  here  do  hold  it  a  matter  of  great  impbrtanoe  to  this  kingdom, 
that  the  idigion,  liberty,  and  peace  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  be  preserved, 
according  to  the  treaty  and  articles  agreed  by  hia  mt^esty,  and  confirmed  by  act 
of  pariiament,  of  whicfa  they  are  bound  to  be  carefid,  not  only  by  publidc  faith 
in  their  treaty,  but  likewiae  by  tJie  duty  they  owe  to  hu  m^esty,  and  thia  king- 
dom, becauae  they  hold  it  will  be  a  great  mesn  for  preserving  religion,  liberty, 
and  peace  in  En^and  and  Irdand,  and  othen  hia  majesty's  dominions,  and  the 
union  of  all  hia  loyal  anbgeots;  in  OHdntaining  the  common  good  of 'all,  it  will 
be  a  sure  foundation  of  honour,  greatness,  and  security  to  his  mij^My's  royal 
person,  crown,  and  dignity ;  wherefore  they  have  resolved  to  employ  their  hnmUe 
and  foithful  advice  to  his  m^esty,  the  power  and  authority  of  parliament  of 
thia  kingdom,  for  suppressing  all  such  aa  by  any  conspiracy,  practice,  or  other 
attempt,  ahall  endeavour  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Scotland,  and  to  infringe  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  made  betwixt  the  two  kingdoms. 

''  3dly,  Ye  shall  likewiae  inform  the  king,  that  whereas  order  waa  given  by 
hia  majeaty,  with  consent  of  parliament,  for  disbanding  the  garrisons  of  Carliale 
and  Berwick,  the  firat  part  whereof  is  already  disbanding,  and  all  the  horse  and 
dg^t  companies  of  foot  sent  out  of  Berwick,  and  only  five  remaining,  which 
likewise  should  have  been  disbanded,  at  or  before  the  15th  of  thia  month,  if 
they  had  not  been  stayed  by  his  majesty's  command,  signified  by  Mr.  Treasurer 
Vane  to  sir  Michael  Erlie,  lieutenant  governor,  according  to  direction  In  that 
behalf. 

''  And  whereas,  by  order  of  parliament,  six  ships  have  been  sent  for  trans- 
porting his  majesty's  munition,  ordnance,  and  other  provision  in  that  town, 
and  In  Holy  Island,  all  which  have  been  very  great  charges  to  the  commonwealth, 
ihe  commons  now  assembled  in  parliament  have  declared,  that  they  intend  to 
be  at  no  ftuther  charges  for  the  long  stay  and  entertainment  of  these  men,  or  for 
ihe  damages  of  the  ships,  if  by  occasion  of  this  direction  they  did  keep  out  longer 
than  was  agreed  upon. 

'«  WILLIAM  LENTHALL. 
"  22d  October,  1641." 

By  this  it  may  be  perceived,  that  the  earl  of  Crawford  is 
pointed  at  in  thia  baeiness,  and  as  was  reported,  the  committee 
a]n>ointed  for  trying  of  this  plot  went  on  but  slowly,  and  when 
matters  came  to  voting  they  would  not  vote  pnblickly,  .according 
to  our  old  Scots  form,  lest  their  voices  might  be  revealed,  and 
torn  to  their  own  prejudice,  but  ilk  ane  cUd  vote  privatriy  by 
billetsy  whereby  no  man's  voice  might  be  known  ;*-a  new  form 
bere  in  Scotland  I  And  it  was  thought  the  downess  of  this 
committee  proceeded  only  «rf  policy  from  Hamiltim  himself,  and 
thai  he  fearod  to  be  accused  of  his  enemies  upon  some  matters. 
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wherMf  he  was  dooMess  gmSUyf  as  fiMroormg  the  eooDtryhefim 
the  king  in  all  thir  trouhlee ;  and  in  epeeial,  when  his  majesty 
had  given  him  orders  to  hwd  foar  thousand  men  at  Aberdeen»  or 
Cromarty,  to  the  effeet  they  mig^t  have  joined  with  the  king's 
loyal  subjects  in  the  north,  to  suppress  the  covenant,  and  to  have 
debursed  money,  for  levying  solmers  to  that  pmrpose;  on  the  eon* 
trary,  he  came  toFo^lth,  and  there  lies,  spending  and  wasting  the 
king's  money  in  huge  measure,  without  doing  any  good  service, 
or  landing  the  men ;  whereas  the  lord  Aboyn,  coming  by  sea  in 
lus  fleet,  hnded  in  Aberdeen,  as  ye  have  heard  before,  gathered 
his  friends  in  warlike  manner,  assuring  them  of  help  of  men  and 
money,  and  that  they  were  to  land  presently,  wherein  the  mar- 
quis iailed,  contrary  to  the  king's  command  and  expectation,  and 
to  the  great  disturbance  of  thir  north  parts. 

The  marquis  of  Hamilton  finding  himself  guilty  in  thir  and  di- 
verse other  points,  and  fearing  to  be  revealed  by  some  UNirks  that 
knew  the  verity,  he  shews  Us  mind  to  the  earl  of  Argyll,  sayings 
he  had  engaged  himself  so  &r  to  the  covenant  and  country,  thift 
he  knew  not  how  to  eschew  danger  of  himself,  his  estate,  and 
means,  craving  at  Argyll  what  would  be  his  part;  who  answered, 
he  would  live  and  die  with  him.  Well,  then,  says  he,  I  have  a 
miud  to  clcMse  up  some  of  my  enemies'  mouths,  and  will  make  it 
spread,  that  both  your  life,  my  brother's,  and  my  own,  are  plot- 
ted for  by  such  and  such  persons,  and  in  the  mean  time,  we  will 
convey  ourselves  from  court  to  make  the  matter  more  likely; 
and  being  spread,  it  will  fell  out,  that  both  the  kirk  and  country 
will  suspect  the  king  to  be  upon  the  counsel  of  this  plot  (for  so 
it  was  said,  that  out  of  pulpit  it  was  preached  in  £dinbuigb, 
that  it  was  plotted  to  bring  to  death  thur  three  noblemen,  chief 
patriots  and  pillars  of  the  lark  of  God).  This  policy  stopped  the 
mouths  of  such  as  intended  to  complain  against  the  marquis  of 
Hamilton,  and  his  complices.  The  king,  ignorant  of  thir  pieces, 
goes  daily  to  the  parliament,  and  was  followed  by  multitudes  of 
Anti-covenanters  and  malcontents,  Buch^as  the  lord  Ogilvie,  the 
lord  Ker,  the  laird  of  Banff,  and  diverse  others,  who  daily  con- 
voyed him  to  and  from  the  house  during  thir  times. 

What  shall  be  said? — ^the  king  is  counselled  and  persuaded  to 
send  for  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  and  the  earls  oi  Argyll  and 
Lanerk,  who  upon  his  letter  came ; — ^the  rumour  calmed,  and 
some  little  business  made  about  the  trial  foresaid,  but  sll  for 
nought.     They  returned  to  the  king  upon  the  2d  of  November. 

Sunday  the  last  of  October,  a  fast  was  again  kept  in  both 
Aberdeens,  for  the  pox,  fair  weather,  and«  hi^ppy  closure  of  the 
parliament, 

Tuesday  the  2d  of  November,  our  consistory  or  sheriff-eoart 
sat  down  in  Aberdeen,  the  laird  of  Drum  being  sheriff  by  oomr 
mission ;  but  the  session  sat  not  down,  by  reason  of  the  sitting  .of 
the  parliament,  till  the  4th  of  January,  1642. 

About  this  time,  the  Irish,  feanttg  to  be  pressed  with  our  eo- 
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^venuty  SB  IB  the  Soots,  tbejr  b^n  to  look  iilN>at  tbem,  nsi  to 
braak  loose,  ohiefly  the  pspiBtsand  nativoB  of  the  land ;  they  had 
|irovirion  oat  of  Dankirk  and  West  Flandera,  of  ammanitiony 
powder,  and  ball,  together  with  store  of  brave  officers  of  forttme 
•at  of  France^  Grermany,  Sweden,  Holland,  West  Flanders, 
and  other  countries,  and  had  drawn  to  an  head,  whereof  sir 
Philem  O'Neil  was  chidl 

It  ia  said  that  the  natives  lap  to  arms,  about  twenty  thousand 
men,  to  whom  also  joined  the  train  bands,  whom  the  defunct  de- 
puty had  drawn  up  in  Ireland  before  lus  decease,  crying  out  for 
rel^on,  laws,  and  liberties,  and  l^rewith  entered  in  blood. 
Killing,  burning,  and  murdering  of  the  protestants,  Scottish  and 
Bnglish,  widiout  meroy,  robbing  of  their  goods  and  lives,  spar- 
ing neither  man,  womaii^  nor  child.  It  is  said  our  Scots  lords 
oifered  their  service  agaiBst  this  rebellion,  but  the  king  answered, 
when  he  weiithome,  die  parliament  (ft  England  would  take  order 
Ibsrewith.  Hus,  through  occasion  of  this  covenant,  is  the  king 
again  vexed -with  If  eland,  besides  the  commotions  of  England 
and  Sootland,  which  took  its  banning  therefrae. 

It  is  said  that  the  king  had  receiv^  a  letter  from  the  eaxiof 
Mimtrose  (cunningly  conveyed,  himself  being  warded  in  the 
easde  of  Bdinbui^h),  desiring  private  conference  with  his  m»» 
jesty,  whete  he  would  shew  matters  concerning  his  honour,  his 
person^  ai^  crown,  whereat  the  king  is  astonished,  and  produced 
this  letter publkskly  before  the  parliament;  which  being  taken  to 
consideration,  the  lords,  for  their  own  reasons,  refiosed  to  grant 
any  such  private  conference,  but  that  Montrose  should  be  heard 
in  presence  of  the  king  and  a  committee  appointed  for  that  effitet ; 
who,  beii^  brought  in  presence,  and  questioned  upon  his  letter^ 
whilk  he  tibought  none  knew  but  the  king  himself  did  so  cun* 
singly  carry  himself  in  this  perplexity,  that  no  ground  or  argu- 
ment could  be  gathered  from  his  speeches,  do  what  they  could ; 
and  after*  their  kbour  is  lost,  he  is  convoyed  to  the  ca^e  of  Edin* 
burgh,  there  to  remain* 

It  is  here  to  be  noted,  that  no  maws  were  seen  in  the  lochs  of 
New  or  Old  Aberdeen^  since  the  b^inning  of  thir  troubles,  and 
coming  of  soldiOTs  to  Aberdeen,  who  before  flocked  and  clocked 
in  so  great  abundance,  that  it  was  pleasure  to  behold  them  flying 
above  our  heads,  yea  and  some  made  use  of  their  eggs  and  birds ; 
in  like  manner,  few  or  no  corbies  were  seen  in  eidiOT  Aberdeens, 
at  the  water-flide  of  Dee  or  Don,  or  the  shore,  where*  they  wont 
to  flock  abundantly  for  salmon  goories. 

Now  the  parliament  of  Scodand  is  daily  sitting,  and  the  acts 
thereof  printed,  whilk  the  reader  may  read :  but  mark  this  mueh^ 
that  the  Covenanters  had  all  their  desire,  and  these  who  f<dlow- 
ed  liie  Mug  mmpliciter  were  bom  down  from  honours,  dignities, 
and  places,  and  they^  4w  Covenanters,  had  got  all.  The  con* 
fession,  articles  of  treaty,  and  general  assembly,  ratified  at  large ; 
Older  taken  anent  electing  ofieers  of  state^  counsellors  and 
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i;  Me  ibe  IMli  aet  The  lopd  L—dbn  hm  ekmn  < 
eellor,  aei  16th ;  RidMri  earl  of  Roxburgh,  lord  privy  seal,  who 
wqrtUly  had  it  before;  William  earl  of  Laaerk,  the  wmrtpm  of 
Hanikoii'a  brother,  eeeretMry^  who  had  it  b^bre;  air  Jamea  Cai>* 
wiftbael,  traasurer-depute^  and  eir  John  Hamiltoii,  elerk,  act 
iiOth ;  air  Alexander  Oibeen  was  ande  elerk  register,  in  plaioe  of 
dr  Jo]»  Hay,  vAo  folfewed  the  king,  act  Slat;  the  election  of 
the  counaellors,  aet  22d ;  and  election  of  lorda  of  eeanon,  act 
2Sd»  All  this  was  done  in  favoiirsof  the  CoTonantem  themaelyea^ 
thrir  frieada  aad  £i?oi]ritea*  Then  see  the  83d  act,  anent  I^Mi 
earl  of  Moalros^  the  lord  Na]^er,  sir  Georj^  Strivling  of  Keir^ 
aad  air  Ar^ibald  Steuart  of  Blackball,  four  of  the  inoendiariea, 
how  they  are  handled*  the  king  declaring  in  the  end  of  the  eaad 
act,  that  he  will  not  prefer  any  of  the  said  peraons  to  offices  or 
places  of  court  and  state,  without  consent  of  parliament,  mnr 
grant  them  access  to  his  person.  Bead,  in  Uke  manner,  the  84th 
aet,  where  order  is  given  finr  cbmcging  of  John  earl  of  Traquair* 
ahr  Robert  Spotswood,  sir  John  Hay,  Dr.  Waltw  BalcanquaU» 
aad  Mr.  John  Maxwell,  pretended  bishop  of  Ross,  as  plotters,  to 
oonqwar  in  manner  and  way  as  set  down  in  said  act.  This  is  to 
be  wondered  Jit,  that  the  king,  by  an  act  of  oblivion  and  pacifi* 
cation  made  in  the  same  narlmment,  diqpenseth  with  the  uptak-: 
ing  of  his  awn  rents  employed  i^ainst  himself  by  the  CovenkuH 
lers,  act  41st.  He  dispenses  with  the  troubles  made  against  his 
eommand  and  prodamatmoa ;  he  dispeases  with  the  tyranny,  op* 
]»e8sion,  plundering,  and  poinding  of  his  good  sdbjects;  he  dm» 
penses  Wim  cheesing  a  presiddnt,  who  wae  before  chosen  by  him- 
self, act  50th.  Thir  oilers,  and  many  otlmr  giievaiMs,  fiuilt% 
and  hortmgof  Ida  majesty's  royal  prerogative,  his  majesty  bnnes 
in  obUvieAb 

But  on  the  other  side,  our  Covenanters,  to  the  admiratioii  of 
the  whole  diristian  worU,  will  grant  no  privilege  of  this  act  to 
the  king's  fiuthfol  subjects  and  foUowers ;  but  they  must  endure 
all  pursuit,  vexaticm,  and  trouble,  as  if  they  were  rebdlioua 
traitors.  His  majesty  is  forced  to  suffer  Ms  true  servants  to  be 
bom  down  by  his  great  eiiemJe%  and  could  not  get  them  helped; 
aUmt  he  dispensed  with  their  firalts,  as  is  alrwdy  said,  and  ab 
thteir  desire  easts  down  Ua  good  subleetB,  degrades  them  of  hcH 
notses^  dignities,  andplaeee^  and  puts  them  under  the  oenaura 
and  judgment  of  their  mortal  enemies ;  whereby  some  are  ward* 
ed,  some  are  fdondored  in  their  houasa,  estate,  and  means,  in 
their  horsey  nolt,  cattle,  silver,  coined  and  uncoined*  goods  and 
gear»  gimalB,  osms,  and  vietuat ;  other  asBse,  their  stately 
towers,  esatls%  orchards,  yards,*  and  bigging,  demolisbed  and 
thoeown  to  the  ground,  diaplenidied,  rained,  and  nmde  desolata  r 
ethers  fleeing  tim  country  for  their  lives,  and  in  the  mean  timo 
feat  their  livings  and  rents,  to  be  intromitted  with  by  tiieir  eB»» 
mies,  the  Covenanters,  th^  rooms,  places,  and  offices  filled  up^ 
and  peaceably  possessed  by  the  said  Covenanters;  so  that  where 

I-  1 


868  '  HISTORY  OP  THE  ZAnno  1641. 

hu.good  gubjeetB  looked  for  heip  and  redreas  at  hfa  majaity's 
kandsjby  the  dean  contrary  they  are  altogether  disappointed^  bom 
down,  and  disgraced,  and  the  CoTenantere  are  higUy  preferred 
and  exalted  to  their  minds ;  and  whataomever  they  craved,  the 
king  is  forced  to  yield  unto  them,  and  lea%'es  his  true  sabjeets 
wrecked  in  means  and  moyan,  distressed,  and  under  great 
misery,  tyranny,  bloodshed,  and  oppression,  and  ilk  ane  to  do 
for  himself. 

.  The  earl  of  Marischall,  among  the  rest,  got  for  himself  a  fif-* 
teen  years'  tack  firae  the  king  of  the  customs  of  Aberdeen  and 
Banff,  being  for  a  debt  owing  by  the  umquhile  king  James  to 
his  goodsire  Greorge  earl  Marischall,  for  home-bringing  queen 
wAjQn  out  of  Denmark.  Marischall,  a  prime  Corenanter,  having 
got  this  tack,  sets  the  same  customs  in  backset  to  some  wellni^ 
feeted  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  for  yearly  payment  of  twdve  tiuHH 
sand  five  hundred  merks,  whilk  far  exceeded  the  tack-duty  before 
uplifted,  through  malice,  as  was  thought,  of  their  own  neigh*- 
bours.  Surely  thir  tacksmen  had  no  other  intention  but  to  have 
paid  the  tack-duty ;  and  if  uiy  thing  was  over,  the  superplus  to 
be  paid,  piece  and  piece,  for  freeing  the  town  of  their  debts  oon«- 
tracted  in  thir  troubles  (about  forty  thousand  pounds  Soots,  as 
was  said),  at  the  least,  for  helping  to  pay  the  annual  rents  thereof* 
and  to  have  made  no  profit  to  themselves,  nor  to  handle  the 
neighbour  tradesmen  rigwously  in  uplifting  of  thir  customs ;  but 
this  good  purpose  was  maliciously  crossed  by  Patrick  Lesly,  late 
provost,  as  ye  may  hereafter  hear. 

There  were  sundry  pensions  and  gifts  granted  besides;  the 
bishops'  lands  through  all  Scotland  were  disponed  here  and 
there;  amongst  the  rest,  the  bishops'  rents  of  Aberdeen  were 
disponed  to  the  collies  of  both  Aberdeens,  the  two  part  to  the 
King's  CoU^ie,  and  the  third  part  to  the  college  MarisehaU. 
The  bishop's  house,  manse,-  and  yards,  &c.  Dr.  Guild,  principal 
of  the  King's  College,  had  gifted  to  himself.  The  rents  of  Uiis 
bishoprick  altogether  were  estimate  to  be  about  eight  thousand 
merks. 

The  earl  of  Ai^U  was  made  marquis  of  Ai^U,  the  lovd  Ixm-* 
don  was  made  earl  of  Loudon,  the  lord  Lindsay  was  made  earl  of 
Lindsay,  general  Lesly  was  made  earl  of  Leven,  constable  of  the 
eastle  of  Edinburgh,  by  which  he  had  yearly  forty  chaldne  el 
wheat  and  bear,  and  whoako,  for  his  good  service,  had  one  hun*> 
dred  thousand  merks  granted  to  him.  There  were  diverse  odier 
kn%hts  made,  and  many  pensions  granted  ;  ratificationfl,  protea- 
talftons,  pro  et  controj  whiUc  I  refer  to  the  acts  of  parliament.  It 
was  also  statuted,  that  a  committee  of  parliament  should  con- 
stantly sit  at  Edinburgh,  for  ordering  of  what  could  not  be  oveiw 
taken  at  this  parliament,  and  for  examining  and  tnring-of  the 
five,  incendiaries  formerly  spoken  of,  and  to  dose  that  proonss 
befiire  the  first  of  March,  as  well  against  them  as  against  the 
pbtters. 
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TUr  things  mad  many  odiers  thus  ordered,  upon  Wednesday 
tfie  17th  of  No^Tember,  the  kingrwith'  his  estates,  rode  the  p8r&> 
liament  in  goodly  manner.  The  crown  waa  carried  by  the  mar* 
quis  of  Argyll,  in  absence  <^the  marquis  of  Douglas ;  the  scepter 
by  the  earl  of  Sntfaerlaad,  and  tiie  sword  by  the  earl  of  Mar. 
The  marquis  of  Douglas  eame  not  to  thii  parliament  iat  all ;  the 
marquis  of  Hunily  came  about  the  SSth  of  August,  as  is  before^ 
noted,  but  came  not  to  the  parliament,  but  attended  the  king  to 
and  from  the  tolbooth,  yet  now  he  rides  in  his  own  jplAce,  and 
the  long  is  conveyed  to  his  own  palace  at  Holy-rood-house.  He 
frankly  gives  the  nobility  a  banquet  in  royal  and  merry  manner : 
the  castle  salutes  the  long  at  supper  with  thirty-two  shot  of  great 
ordnance.  The  saraen  time,  the  earl  of  Montrose,  the  lord  Na* 
pier,  tiie  lairds  of  Ker  and  Blackball,  four  of  the  five  alled^ed 
incendiaries,  sir  Robert  Spotswood,  president,  imd  rir  John  Hay, 
clerk-register,  upon  caution,  are  set  at  liberty  out  of  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh.  The  earl  of  Crawford,  crowners  Cochrto  and 
Sleuart,  are,  upon  caution,  set  out  of  the  baillies'  houses,  widiout 
mcnre  hearing.  The  pamen  time,  the  bisbop  of  Murray  is,  upon 
caution,  set  at  liberty  out  of  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh ;  he  goes 
to  Angus,  where,  widi  his  brother,  the  minister  of  A^rbrotho^k,* 
he  quietly  reinains,  and  never  came  back  to  Spynie. 

Upon  Thursday  the  18th  of  November,  the  king  goes  to  coachy 
having  in  his  company  his  own  sister's  son,  the  pekgrave  or  count 
Palatine  of  the  Rhyne,  the  duke  of  Lennox,  the  marquis  of  Ha- 
milton, the  earl  of  Morton,  wiUi  some  few  company ;  sundry  of 
the  nobles,  barons,  and  burgesses,  took  their  leave,  others  some 
convoyed  him  from  the  town,  amongst  ^om  was  tho'marquiB  of 
Huntly;  and  the  castle  again  gives  his  majesty  a  good  night  of 
thirty-two  shot  of  guns ;  and  so  he  posts  hastily  to  l^ton,  where 
he  breakfiwted,  leaving  all  things  so  soundly  stated  both  in  kirk 
and  policy  as  they  themselves  could  desire,  and  his  majesty  return*, 
ed  haill  siid  sound  back  again  to  London,  upon  Thursday  the  2dth 
of  November,  where  he  was  welcomed  of  his  queen,  nobles,  aAd^ 
city  of  London,  banquetted,  and  royally  and  richly  propyned. 
In  ree^^ect  of  their  joy  made  by  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  bur*, 
gesses,  eitiaens  of  London,  he,  with  his  queen,  nobles,  and  others, 
were  banquetted  by  the  city  in  Guildhall,  and  thereafter  pro- 
pyned  with  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  in  a  fair  cup  of 
g^d,  and  five  thousand  pounds  steriing  in  a  golden  bason  given^ 
to  the  meen;  thereafter  he  is  conveved  to  his  palace  at  l^ite- 
ImU.  The  king  thus  gone,  there  follawed  to  the  English  parlia^ 
ment  frae  the  estates  of  Scotland,  nine  commissioners,  three  for 
the  nobles,  three  for  the  barons,  and  three  for  the  burgesses.       > 

Munro's  regiment  and  Cochran's  regiment  (suppose  himself 
and  his  officers  were  cashiefed),  standmg  still  about  Leith  and 
Edinburgh,  and  in  the  country,  and  the  lord  Sinclair's  regunent^ 
steading  alill  in  Aberdeen,  all  the,  garrisons  of  Carlisle  and  Ber* 
wick  were  disbanded,  under  pretext  of  wanting  pay;  but  the 
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eohtrary  wfis  spc^en,  nyiog  lUr  three  reginenls  were  kept  bp  in 
eaee  of  any  disorder,  Ae  Ung  .being  removed ;  however,  they 
were  all  at  last  removed* 

The  dedreet  pronoonoed  againat  Ae  lord  Haddo,  at  the  ni- 
etance  of  the  lord  Fraaer  imd  the  laird  of  Leely,  upon  thirteen 
thousand  five  hundred  merks,  is  ratified  in  parUamenti  and  Had* 
do  made  protestation  against  the  samen. 

The  marquis  of  Hnntly  rode  with  the  Idng  to  Berwick,  syne 
tetamed  (after  he  had  seen  his  mother,  tl^  lady  dowsger  of 
Hnntly,)  to  Edinbui^h;  his  son,  the  lord  Aboyn,  still  remain- 
ing in  Ekigland;  he  takes  course  with  tiie  marquis  of  Argyll,  and 
wadsets  to  him  the  lordships  of  Lochaber  and  Badenooh  for  bis 
relief  of  his  two  daughters'  tocher  good,  yia.  to  the  earl  of  Perth, 
with  lady  Anna,  his  eldest  daughter,  thirty  thousand  pounds^  to 
the  lord  Seaton,  married  with  lady  Henrietta,  his  second  daiqfh- 
ter,  forty  thousand  marks;  and  to  the  earl  of  Haddington, 
married  with  lady  Jean,  twenty-^lwo  thousand  pounds,- as  was  re- 
ported. This  last  marriage  was  made  by  Atgyll,  in  absence  of 
the  marquis  of  Huntly ;  and  while  the  earl  of  Argyll  got  pay- 
ment of  this  eautionry,  and  some  other  debts  besides,  he  posses 
sed  die  landsj  uplifted  the  rents,  and  receired  the  mmls  and  du- 
ties thereof,  whilk  tended  gready  to  the  prejudice  of  the  marquis, 
with  other  burdens. 

About  the  Mh  of  December,  Dr.  Scroggie  came  back  frae 
Bffnbuigh  to  New  Aberdeen,  where  he  carried  quietly. 

General  Ruthven,  earl  of  Btrick,  being  forianlted  for  not  giv- 
ing over  the  casde  of  Edinbni^,  is  at  thM  parliament  again  re- 
stored, as  ye  may  read  among  the  aets. 

The  estates  having  got  all  Sheir  wills,  would  at  laat  grant  one 
fiKvour  to  the  king,  whidi  was,  that  the  haill  incendiaries  and 
j^hHters  being  tri^  according  to  the  Scots  law,  then  his  mmesty 
dhouid  be  judge  of  die  conviction  or  absolution.  See  the  8M  and 
84di  acts  of  parliament  made  thereanent.  He  king  Intvfa^  got 
dds  fiwour,  the  earl  of  Traquair,  after  his  majesty^s  depairture^ 
came  line  Holy  Island  home  to  Soodand,  and  bade  trial  before 
die  committee  of  parliament. 

Sunday  the  HHn  <rf  December,  a  fast  was  kept  in  both  Aber- 
deens  for  the  tioiibles  in  Irebnd  betwixt  the  papists  and  protea- 
tants.  Dr.  Guild  preached  there,  and  bronght  in  a  new  fetm, 
Wliich  was  the  ringing  of  a  bell  to  the  afternoon  sermon  that  day. 
-  Sir  P^nl  Mensies  of  IQnmandy,  late  provost  of  Aberdeen,  do* 
parted  this  life  in  his  own  house  hi  Aberdeen,  upon  Saturday  the 
IMh  of  Deceadm*,  and  was  honourably  buried  upon  the  Monday 
thereafter. 

Yoheard  before,  anent  the  enstonm  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff. 
PMrick  Lesly,  late  provost,  envies  the  town  of  Aberdeen's  goed 
ptoeeedings,  and  stnves  agninat  it,  drawing  rir  William  Disk, 
provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  Us  opinion,  who  is  so  steady  in  ftnv 
niddng  money  in  the  igoed  eanse  to  die  estates,  that  hardly  could 
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ihey  do  ugr  iUmg  witboal;  him;  Vkeam,  they  kad  given  a  ait  of 
Ae  king's  oottoms  tkrough  all  Seotlaad  to  him  (eseapt  the  obu^ 
toma  of  Aberdeen  and  Buff),  (or  payment  of  his  debts.  This 
air  WiUiam  Diok  said,  he  oould  not  want  the  customs  of  Aber- 
deen and  Banff  more  than  the  rest :  it  was  answered,  the  easl, 
MarianhaH  had  gotten  iheas  ahready ;  he  said,  he  would  pay  Ma* 
lisehall  his  debt:  whereupon  the  eetatss  tries  MarisclMul ;  he 
said,  he  eould  not  now  take  his  sums,  because  he  had  already  set 
in  subtack  those  customa  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff  to  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  frae  the  whilk  he  could  not  flee,  but  would  bide  by 
Us  tack,  and  not  dispone  the  same  to  sir  WSliam  JXck.  The 
coaunittee  of  estates  of  parliament  travail  between  them-  for 
agvseaace,  bnt  no  settling,  because  it  was  thought  if  sir  William 
IMck  had  got  the  tack,  he  would  have  set  the  samen  to  Patrick 
Lesly,  as  indeed  in  end  it  pcoved* 

Mr.  John  Row,  schoolmaster  at  Saint  Johnston,  by  convoy  of 
Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  is  brought  to  Aberdeen,  where  he  bade  his 
triak,  being  but  a  young  man,  and  thereafter  was  admitted  mi- 
nister in  Aberdeen. 

Mr*  John  Oswald,  minister  at  '  was,  by  order  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  appointed  to  be  transplanted  therefrae  to  Aber- 
deen, where  he  also  came  with  his  wife  and  family,  to  serve  as  a 
minister.  Thir  ministers,  with  the  said  Andrew  Guit,  came  not 
by  the  town's  seeking,  or  free  election,  as  they  were,  wont  to  do^ 
but  imposed  upon  iiMm  by  assemblies  one  way,  and  moyao  ancH 
ther,  irresistibly,  and  whilk  they  dunt  not  disobey ;  contrary  to 
old  use  and  wont. 

Saturday  the  26th  of  December,  of  old  called  Yool-day,  and 
whereon  preaching,  praise,  and  thanksgiving  to  God,  was  given 
in  remembrance  of  the  birth  of  our  blemd  Stvionr,  and  whereat 
friends  and  neig^boars  were  merry  together,  and  made  good 
diear;  now  this  day  no  such  preachings  nor  such  meetings  with 
aurriness,  walking  up  and  down;  but  on  the  contrary,  ^a»  day 
was  commanded  to  be  kept  as  a  workaday,  ilk  burgess  to  keqp 
Ins  booth,  and  ilk  craftsman  his  work,  feasting  and  idleness  for- 
bidden out  of  die  pulpit  The  consistory  had  no  vaeance  at  this 
Yool,  but  had  little  ado.  The  pe^e  were  otherwise  inclined, 
but  durst  not  dimibey ;  yet  little  merchandise  was  sold,  and  as 
Utile  work  wrought  on  diis  day  in  either  Aberdeens.  The  col- 
leginers  and  other  scholars  kept  the  schools  against  their  wills 
this  day ;  but  the  colleginers  got  the  play  upon  the  87th  of  Dch 
eember  to  the  Sd  of  January,  and  the  grammarians  to  the  10th  of 
January. 

Upon  the  same  Yool-day,  the  lord  Gordon  came  to  George 
Ikfiddleton's  in  Old  Aberdeen,  where  he  attended  Uie  aurquis' 
oeming,  who  shortly  followed;  and  upon  the  let  of  January, 
1642,  he,  wiUi  a  few  ccnnpany^  eaa^  to  Aberdeen,  and  lodged  in 
Mr.  Alexander  Reid's  house.  He  was  not  in  this  country  since 
the  13th  of  April,  1689,  that  he  went  south  with  the  marquis  of 
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Montrose.  Upon  the  morn,  bding  Sunday,  lie  oome  oyer  to  the 
Oldtown,  heard  the  devotion  both  before  and  after  noon,  dined 
with  the  leird  of  Gluny,  and  after  sermons  be  retomed  back  to 
hk  own  lodging,  and  bodi  he  and  his  own-son  within  two  days 
rode  to  Strathboggie. 

>  Ye  heard  before  of  the  king's  wiskene  home  to  Bnghmd,  the 
parliament  still  sitting  there  whileas  he  is  here  in  Soodand*  His 
migesty  now  keeps  die  parliament  like  a  most  gracioin  prince, 
where  they  ui^e  him  to  condescend  to  many  acta,  to  his  great 
miscMilentmettt ;  such  as  taking  away  the  voices  of  bishops,  and 
removing  the  court  of  the  star  chamber.  He  took  away  the  high 
commission;  he  condescends  to  a  triennial  parliament,  never 
heard  of  before ;  he  relinqnidies  all  title  of  imposing  duties  npim 
merchandise;  he  granted  a  pressing  of  soldiers,  ana  a  continnaf 
tion  to  the  parliament  of  a  large  tune  to  sit ;  (not  ordinary)  he 
quitted  tonnage  and  poundage,  two  of  die  most  gainful  customs 
belonging  to  Us  crown ;  he  discharged  them  of  ship-monies  and 
ammunition,  whilk  the  country  bestowed  on  his  smps  royal  for 
their  maintenance,  with  diverse  other  liberties.  Thus  is  die  good 
king  compelled  to  yield  to  such  ordinances  as  his  royal  predeces- 
sors never  did  grant,  hoping  still  to  get  their  furtherance  and  as- 
sistance to  subdue  our  Scottish  covenant,  and  beat  back  our  army^ 
from  Newcasde ;  but  herein  he  was  much  deceived,  they  never 
minding  any  such  matter,  but  craftily  drew  us  in  arms,  that 
thereby  they  might  get  a  parliament  indicted  to  bear  down 
bishops  and  church  government,  as  was  secretly  covenanted  be*: 
twixt  us  and  them,  and  to  clip  the  king's  wings  of  his  own  royal' 
prerc^tive ;  so  that  in  place  of  raising  of  arms  against  us,  our 
army  was  well  entertained  upon  their  expences  during  their  abode 
in  England,  and  by  their  draught  we  disbanded  our  army  first; 
the  king  next,  by  a  treaty  of  peace ;  then,  in  fiuse  of  pariiament, 
we  got  all  our  desires  in  church  and  polisy  that  we.  could  eimre. 
The  king,  thinking  to  have  setded  us  in  peace,  went  bfusk  tvhia 
English  parliament,  who  laboured  still  to  have  the  sammi  sort  of 
church  government  and  political  government  frae  his  majes^, 
whether  he  would  or  not,  and  to  have  the  samen  also  established 
in  Ireland,  to  the  king's  great  grief. 

Ye  heard  before,  how  J<dm  Leith  of  Harthill  was  warded  in 
the  Udboodi  of  Edinburgh  for  a  high  cause,  and  how  he  was  set 
at  liberty.  Patrick  Lesly,  his  mortal  enemy,  and  provost  of 
Aberdeen,  gets  him  warded  agaio,  because  he  wtnld  not  set  cau^ 
tion  diat  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen  should  be  harmless  and  skaitb> 
less  of  him,  under  the  pain  of  forfeiture  of  his  estate,  which  ha 
would  not  do,  and  so  he  remained  fast. 

About  this  time,  fadier  Philip,  the  queen's  chief  confessor, 
was  taken  in  London,  and  warded,  to  her  great  griefs  andagainst 
the  privil^ie  of  her  contract  of  mairiage. 
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The  lord  marquis  of  Huntly,  with  Ins  son,  the  lord  Gordon, 
upon  the  7th  of  January,  1642,  rides  from  Aberdeen  to  Stniih- 
boggie,  conveens  his  friends,  and  by  their  advice  lays  down  a 
eourse  for  settling  of  his  distressed  estate,  to  pay  his  debt,  and 
provide  his  bairns*  After  consideratioa,  they  found  the  burden 
grievous,  for  the  lordships  of  Lochaber  and  Badenoch  wereim^ 
pignorate,  as  ye  have  heard  before,  and  he  had  no  rents  there 
dwii^  the  not  redemption.  The  IcNndship  of  the  Enne  had  the 
lady  dowager  to  be-  Itfe-rentrix  thereof:  besides  the  whillc,  the 
marquis  had  feued  out  the  same  for  great  sums  of  money,  keying 
the  old  rental  to  be  only  and  yeaiiy  paid.  This  noble  marquis^ 
through  his  prodigious  spending  in  his  youth,  and  other  crosses, 
by  his  misfortune,  is  brought  to  renoanoe  his  haiU  estate  to  the 
lord  Gordon,  for  payment  of  his  debt  and  provision  to  his  bairns, 
reserving  only  to  himself  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  merks  of  yearly 
rent,  during  his  lifetime,  and  the  house  of  Strathboggte  and 
house  of  Old  Aberdeen  to  dwell  in,  whilk  was  the  most  Us  great 
estate  eould  now  bear.;  but  this  bargain  betwixt  him  and  the  lord 
Gordon  came  never  to  full  perfection,  beeause  the  marquis  kept 
still  possession. 

Upon  Sunday  the  9th  of  January,  there  was  universally 
tibrough  all  Scotland,  and  both  Aberdeens,  preaching  and 
thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  happy  and  peaceable  closure  of  our 
parliament,  with  sin^ng  of  psalms  within  the  church,  but  not 
through  the  streets,  as  was  used  in  elder  times. 
.  Our  sovereign  Icnrd's  session  sat  not  down  while  the  4th  of  Jar* 
nuary,  because  of  some  other  business  depending  upon  the  pre* 
oeeding  parliament. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  king's  departure,  and  the  manner  there* 
of,  where  it  is  to  be  observed,  he  gave  out  many  gifts  and  pen- 
dons  before  his  going ;  among  which,  one  hundred  pounds  ster^ 
ling  was  granted  to  the  late  deposed  bishop  of  Aberdeen  (n#w 
lying  in  England)  yearly,  but  another  man's  name  was  borrowed 
thereto.  The  king's  provision  came  to  Holy«rood4iouse  frona 
England,  and  yet,  before  he  went,  his  householding  and  other 
ecKpences  drew  up  to  seven  hundred  thousand  merks,  wared  and 
bestowed  by  the  estates,  which  was  to  be  payed  out  of  the  king's 
vents  in  Scotland.  Diverse  thought  this  was  an  account  of  extra* 
ovdinary  charges,  seeing  he  had  provision  out  of  England  during 
hi^  abode  here. 

The  committee  of  estates  of  parliament  daily  sitting  at  Edin* 
burgh,  thought  it  not  fit  that  any  person  should  be  paid  while 
ike  king's  own  debt  of  seven  hundred  thousand  merks  was  paid^ 
and  wluLtsomever  gift  or  pension  granted  by  him  might  be  con* 
trolled  by  them  and  the  lords  of  exchequer. 

Sir  James  Douglas,  brother  to  the  lord  marquis  of  Douglas, 
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by  patent,  had  power  to  levy  out  of  Scotland  two  thooiaJDid  sol- 
diers, who  Yoluntarily  wottid  go  with  him  to  France.  Captain 
Robert  Keith,  brother  to  the  earl  Marisdiall,  and  ciqptain  Gor- 
don of  Tulhxsh,  were  employed,  and  raised  seme  solars  in  this 
country  to  that  serYice, 

Ye  heard  before  anent  the  customs  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff. 
The  earl  of  Sburisohall  stands  to  his  gift,  ratified  in  parliament. 
Aberdeen,  having'  a  subtack  frae  him,  sends  over  their  comotts- 
sioners  to  Edinburgh,  to  back  the  samen*  Marischall  himedf 
rides  over ;  Patrick  Lesly  also :  the  matter  is  agitated  befm^  the 
committee  of  estates  of  parliament.  Sir  William  Diek  craved 
the  customs  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff  as  due  to  him,  as  well  aa  Ae 
rest  of  the  customs  of  Scotland  (bv  information  sind  instigailieK 
of  the  said  Patrick  Lesly,  as  was  largely  q>d(eii),  otherwise  he 
would  advance  no  more  monies  to  ^  public^.  The  earl  Ma* 
rischall  answers,  ia  present  of  the  committee,  that  he  had  gotten 
a  gift  for  payment  of  five  thousand  pounds  steriing  resting  to  bis 
goodsire,  a  troe  debt,  ratified  in  pariiament,  whflk  is  the  moat 
tho  laws  of  Scotland  may  do  for  his  security;  and  if  thsy  will 
bring  back  the  king's  gift,  orderly  past  and  ratified  by  parlia* 
ment,  he  has  no  more  assurance  for  all  his  lands  and  estate^  birt 
they  may  ba  taken  frae  him,  as  well  as  thir  customs,  whereof  he 
had  already  set  a  snbtack  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  whiik  with 
his  honour  he  could  not  quit,  but  bide  by  the  samen.  The  com- 
mittee of  estates  heard  the  earl,  but  he  received  no  satisfoetcny 
answer ;  whereupon  he  went  to  the  door  malecontent.  Now  it  is 
here  to  be  remembered,  that  this  committee  of  estates  appointed 
to  sit  daily  in  Edinburgh,  in  place  of  parliament,  for  ruling  of  such 
business  as  could  not  be  expedein  face  of  full  parliament,  condst- 
ed  of  nobles,  barons,  and  burgesses,  whilk  are  the  three  estates^ 
and  that  of  the  primest  and  choicest  Covenanters.  This  Patrick 
Lesly  being  one  of  the  first,  he  was  thereby  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, who  sat  with  them  as  a  burgess ;  he  had  thereby  the  favours 
of  that  estate ;  and  for  sir  William  E^ck,  who  was  working  in  his 
name  this  work,  he  had  the  moyan  of  the  marquis  of  Arg^,  Ae 
earl  of  Rothes'  iFriends,  the  earl  of  Lindsay,*  general  Ledy  ear! 
of  Leven,  and  what  they  could  do  for  Patrick  Lesly  ;  so  diat  in 
the  end  he  overbalanced  the  earl,  do  what  he  could,  and  wan  his 
point,  contrary  to  law,  equity,  and  reason,  to  the  great  grief  of 
Aberdeen  (except  his  own  foction  therein) ;  who,  as  is  siM,  had 
sent  him  over  as  their  commissioner,  to  have  gotten  •  gift  of  a  taek 
of  their  own  customs,  and  had  allowed  him  four  thousand  merke 
for  his  onwaiting  charges  and  expences ;  but  while  as  the  toWu 
of  Aberdeen  looked  that  he  was  dealing  for  them,  it  was  thought 
he  dealt  for  himself,  whereby  the  earl  Marischall  was  preferred 
before  him  to  the  customs  foresaid;  whereupon  this  Patrick  Lealy 
took  this  course,  to  cross  this  noble  earl  in  his  just  acquired 
right.  Thus  they  contended  for  the  samen  most  wilfully,  the 
town  of  Aberdeen  doing  what  they  could  by  their  commissioner. 
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Mr.  lliMfcew  LiiiiMAni,  «o  back  tbe  earl  againflt  tlie  and  Piitriok 
Lesly,  who  had  mightily  wronged  them,  and  consumed  their 
meane,  aa  is  abeady  said. 

Now  great  tmiilta  aiid  nproara  in  London  anent  episoopaoy ; 
iha  honae  of  commons  pretending  to,  have  them  abolished,  others 
again  of  the  upper  boose  against  the  samen.  The  apprentices  of 
Lesdon  rise  an  arni%  crying^  Down  witib  episeopacy  I  The  king's 
awit  guard  and  trained  soldiers  meddle  with  them,  and  kills 
aome  of  thir  apprentioes.  In  end,  this  treacherous  tumult  is  pa^ 
eified ;  whereiqMn  followed  a  new  covenant  among  some  of  the 
nobles  and  hidiops  and  others,  concluding  to  defend  the  liberties 
of  bishops,  accoidiiig  to  tbe  laws,  against  the  house  of  commons^ 
invvntars  and  devisenr  of  -  tUa  business.  It  is  sworn  and  sub^ 
aevibed^  as  was  reported ;  but  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  and  the 
eavl  of  Lanark,  his  brother,  being  urged  to  subscribe  the  samen, 
reftued,.  becanao  they  had  already  subscribed  the  Scots  covenant. 
It  was  answered,  he  was  earl  of  Cambridge  in  England,  and  so 
one  of  their  nobles,  who  should  concur  and  assist  them ;  he  still 
refused,  whereby  he  is  daily  more  and  more  well  known  to  be 
tbe  country's  bat  .not  the  king's  man,  as  his  majesty  trusted,  and 
aa  himaelf  outwardly  professed,  and  thereby  daily  and  justly 
draim  in  suspicion,  and  at  last  leaves  the  king  and  keeps  the 
parliament. 

Now  printed  papers  daily  coming  from  London,  called  Diurnal 
OeeurrenceSf  declaring  what  is  done  aud  acted  in  parliament,  up- 
per and  lower  houses,  which  is  tedious  here  to  insert.  It  was  re- 
ported that  the  king  ccmimanded  sir  William  Balfour,  captain  of 
the  Tower  of  London,  to  be  removed,  whilk  was  obeyed  (but 
before  he  came  out,  the  baill  cannon  of  the  Tower  were  die* 
mounted  and  nuide  unserviceable),  and  the  king  pots  in  his  place 
a  Frenchman  called  colonel  Biron,  at  least  to  be  lieutenant  of  the 
Tower.  The  apprentices,  doubtless  by  instigation  still  of  the 
lower  house,  again  get  up  in  London,  crying  out,  and.  craving 
Cfdonel  Linford,  with  soma  other  commanders,  to  be  removed 
out  of  the  Tower,  being  the  kii^gls  loyal  men,  whilk  the  king 
ipranted,  to  settle  this  tumult.  There  were  some  mor^  of  the 
like  stirs  of  the  approaticesi  to  the  king's  high  anger^  who  now 
begins  to  go 'and  come  with  a  strong  guard  for  his  own  safety. 

About  the  10th  of  January,  1642,  the  baillies  of  Old  Aber- 
deen, John  Forbes  and  Thomas  Mercer,  by  tolerance  of  Dr. 
Guild,  principal,  caused  masons  throw  down  to  the  ground  the 
bishop's  dove-coat  (whilk  indeed  was  ruinous  and  unprofitable) 
to  be  stones  to  the  trigging  of  a  song-school,  whilk  by  some 
was  not  thought  sacrilegious,  but  yet  was  evil  done,  as  others 
thought. 

About  the  20th  of  January,  there  came  to  tbe  parliament 
twelve  English  bishops,  with  a  petition,  declaring,-  according  to 
the  English  law,  the  bishops  should  conveen  in  parliament,  and 
possess  their  own  places :  but  to  this  parliament  they,  could  not 
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come  nor  Presort,  for  fear  of  their  life,  and  tberefere,  in  ^presenbe 
of  the  kingy  the  lords  and  peers,  protested  solemnly,  that  what 
was  acted  in  this  parliament  since  the  27th  of  December  should 
be  null  and  of  none  avail,  or  what  should  be  done  thereafter  in 
their  absence  should  be  likewise  null,  because  they  durst  ndt 
come  to  the  house  of  commons  for  fear  of  their  lives,  being  by 
multitudes  of  unknown  people  daily  boasted  and  menaced  in  their 
coming  to  that  honourable  house  of  parliament,  to  perform  tkm 
service.  After  this  petition  and  protestation  was  read,  the 
bishops  were  removed,  who  went  to  their  lodgings ;  the  upper 
house  sent  down  the  samen  to  the  house  of  commons,  who  took 
this  lawful  petition  and  pregnant  protestation  (working  to  turn  all 
their  travel  to  nought)  so  highly,  that  incontinent  without  more 
advice  of  the  king  or  upper  house,  they  sent  out  the  black  rod, 
who  took  and  apprehended  every  one  of  thir  twelve  bishops,  oat 
of  their  lodgings,  and  brought  them  before  the  house  of  commons, 
who,  as  the  form  is,  nvere  all  set  down  upon  their  knees  at  the 
bar.  After  some  speeches,  the  learned  and  well*beloved  bishop 
of  Durham,  with  another  bishop  of  great  note,  were  committed 
to  the  black  rod,  and  the  other  ten  were  committed  to  the 
Tower.  They  are  daily  accused  in  face  of  his  majesty  and  both 
houses  of  parliament,  upon  this  petition  and  protestation :  they 
made  their  own  apologies  in  defence  thereof,  whilk  was  litde 
thought  of:  they  desire  to  be  put  to  liberty,  which  is  denied  and 
refused  by  the  house  of  commons.  In  the  end,  they  are  forfeit- 
ed in  their  haill  goods,  gear,  and  possessions,  and  degraded 
from  their  offices  and  dignities,  eight  whereof  had  some  compe* 
tent  means  to  sustiun  their  lives,  and  other  four  more,  evil  ex- 
posed, had  less. 

Great  cruelty  in  Ireland,  and  meikle  blood  spilt  of  die  English 
and  Scottish  puritan  protestants;  fire  and  sword  went  almost 
through  the  haill  land,  without  mercy  to  sex  or  kind,  young  or 
old,  man,  woman,  or  child, — all  put  to  death,  and  their  goods 
spoilzied  !  they  rage  at  our  covenant,  compelled  thereto  by  their 
own  Irish  parliament,  holden  by  the  king's  commissioners  of 
England  (for  their  parliament  is  sub-delegate  to  the  English  par- 
liament, and  whatever  is  enacted  or  done  in  this  Irish  parlia- 
ment is  by  the  English  commissioners,  and  by  direction  and  at 
command  of  the  council  and  parliament  of  England),  who  now 
had  given  warrant  against  the  natives  and  others,  to  swear  and 
subscribe  the  covenant,  minding  to  bring  the  kii^^s  haill  domi- 
nions under  one  covenant,  whilk  bred  meikle  sorrow  and  troable 
among  the  Irishes,  and  vexation  and  trouble  to  the  Scottish  and 
English,  as  is  hereafter  noted. 

Captain  Forbes,  alias  Kaird,  of  whom  ye  heard  before,  by 
movan  of  some  friends,  is,  after  long  imprisonment,  about  the 
S2d  of  January,  set  to  liberty  out  of  the  tolbooth  of  Edinbcwgh. 

Saturdav  the  22d  of  January,  the  lord  Sinclair  returned  hsck 
from  Edinburgh  to  Aberdeen,  to  his  soldiers. 
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Now  the  ooaimflee  of  eetaies  of  pBrliament  .ffoei  on  opon  the 
trial  of  James  earl  of  Montrose,  Archibald  lord  Napier,  sir 
George  Strivling  of  Keir,  and  sir  Archibald  Steuart  of  Blaek- 
hall,  ae  alledged  incendiaries ;  John  earl  of  Traquair,  sir  Robert 
Spotewood  of  Dunnipaoe,  and  sir  John  Hay,  late  clerk  rc^ster, 
Ihr.  Walter  Balcanquall,  and  John  sometime  bishop  of  Ross,  be- 
ing fogitivee  and  absent,  as  having  been  plotters,  devisers,  and 
machinators  of  courses  against  the  publick  weal,  as  it  is  set  down 
in  the  dSd  and  34th  acts  of  king  Charles'  second  parliament* 
What  was  done  and  tried  against  them,  or  either  of  them,  was 
not  revealed,  bat  kept  secret ;  yet  it  was  reported  that  Traquair 
was  oonvicted  in  five  capital  points,  but  his  sentence  is  referred 
to  the  king. 

Sir  Philem  O'Neil,  now  general  of  the  Irish,  as  ye  heard  be- 
fore, grows  now  daily  more  and  more  great  in  forces,  and  with- 
out resistance  makes  havock  of  all  his  enemies ;  and,  as  report 
passed,  had  the  haill  country  near  conquered. 

The  king  sent  to  the  house  of  commons  two  of  his  own  domes- 
tic servants,  called  sir  William  Fleming,  and  Mungo  Murray, 
desiring,  some  five  of  their  number  to  be  imprisoned,  for  treason 
oommitted  by  them  against  his  majesty,  whilk  was  not  obeyed. 
The  king  quickly  directed  to  cause  seal  the  trunks  of  these  five 
penoBs,  that  none  should  be  opened,  while  they  were  sighted; 
the  lower  house  again,  at  their  own  hand,  in  misregard  of  the 
king,  violently  brake  up  their  trunks,  to  his  high  displeasure  and 
dishonour.  The  names  of  thir  five  is  Pyme,  Hampden,  Stroud, 
Hollis,  and  Haslerig.  His  majesty,  seeing  his  authority  thus 
abused,  resolved  to  quit  the  parliament,  and  rides  frae  West- 
minster to  one  of  his  own  houses  at  Southampton,  having  with 
him  his  queen,  prince  palatine,  his  sister's  son,  the  duke  of 
Lenox,  with  some  others,  ancl  his  own  trained  band,  consisting 
of  five  hundred  men.  Tlius  with  grief  and  miscontentment  he 
lea?»8  the  parliament.  It  is  said,  the  marquis  of  Hamilton  made 
choice  to  attend  the  parliament,  and  left  the  king,  as  he  that  was 
no  great  courtier. 

Sunday  the  23d  of  January,  there  rose  a  high  and  mighty 
wind,  which  blew  over  the  corp9-dtirguardy  bigged  at  the  cross 
of  AlMnrdeen,  and  hurt  and  bruised  some  five  or  six  of  Sinclair's 
soldiers  lying  therein,  upon  the  night,  where,  by  their  fire  the 
timber  was  landled,  and  had  almost  put  the  town  on  fire,  but  the 
townsmen  quickly  gathered,  drowned  out  the  fire,  and  relieved . 
the  soldiers.  It  is  said,  the  same  carps-du-guard  was  blown  from 
the  place  whereon  it  stood  to  the  earl  MarischalPs  yett,  whilk 
appears  to  be  William  Scot's  malison,  for  it  was  lagged  all  of  his 
timber,  himself  being  out  of  the  country.  In  this  month  of  Jan- 
uary, there  were  heard  very  unusual  high  win'ds,  whilk  doubt- 
less did  great  skaith  by  sea,  amongst  which  the  merchants  of 
Aberdeen  lost  a  hundred  tuns  of  wine  in  a  French  ship. 
Friday  the  88th  of  January,  the  lord  Aboyn  now  came  from 
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England  home  to  Bdinburi^  after  he  had  UMm  a  Umg  I&m 
out  of  the  country. 

The  2d  of  February,  at  midnight,  there  aroee  an  extoordniaiy 
high  wind  here  in  Aberdeen,  with  fireflaught  and  rain.  The  riTera 
of  Dee  and  Ythan,  through  high  flood,  overflowed  their  wonted 
limits,  both  in  this  month  and  January.  Dee  Mirpaaeed  in  speat 
the  key-head,  and  Ythan  grew  so  great,  that  it  drowned  oat  die 
fires  in  some  men's  houses,  dwelling  in  Ellon  and  Newbaigh,  hr 
beyond  the  wonted  eourse ;  many  thinking  thir  to  be  prodigioiia 
tokens.  Besides,  in  Marr,  about  that  part  called  Baaka  Rdr, 
the  country  people  heard  nightly  tucking  of  drama,  beginning 
about  the  sky  going  to,  and  continuing  till  dght  honra  at  even : 
the  noise  was  fearful,  for  they  would  hear  marches  perfeetly 
tucked,  as  if  there  had  been  an  army  in  order.  This  was  not 
well  thought  of  by  honest  peaceable  men,  as  it  over-wdl  proved, 
to  the  overthrow  of  the  house  of  Drum. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  lord  Sinclair's  coming  back  to  Aber* 
deen.  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar  paid  the  town's  people  in  old  mitey 
meal  for  his  soldiers  entertainment,  who  had  continaed  there  a 
long  time.  Now,  they  raised  four  field-pieces,  whilk  they  iiad 
standing  at  the  cross,  and  Sinclair  drew  up  his  soldiers,  oonsistniig 
of  but  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  men,  and,  upon  Wednesday 
the  9th  of  February,  he  began  vrith  bag  and  baggage  to  owreh 
south,  leaving  Aberdeen  not  well  paid ;  for  this  Farquhar  outod 
his  mitey  meal  upon  the  honest  people  of  the  town  at  an  h%h 
price,  for  the  good  entertainment  they  had  famished  out  of  their 
purses. 

This  regiment  grew  less  and  less  daily,  and  was  no  more  bat 
about  two  hundred  and  sixty  soldiers  at  their  depurtore.'  They 
did  no  good,  but  meikle  evil  daily,  debauching,  drinking,  whoea- 
ing,  night-walking,  combating,  swearing,  and  brought  sasdry 
honest  women-servants  to  great  misery,  whose  bodies  they  had 
abased;  some  of  whom  followed  the  camp  oat  of  the  town, 
others  went  out  to  the  Crabestone,  and  returned  back  agaia  to 
Aberdeen  ;  but  they  and  such  others  as  were  guilty  were  emally 
handled  for  their  whoredom ;  for  some  were  warded  in  the  Pktie- 
vault ;  some  set  caution  to  remove  from  the  town,  after  they  had 
compted  and  reckoned  for  their  tavemry  with  their  mistraMes;> 
other  some  were  taken  and  warded  in  the  tolbooth^  whereof  there 
were  twelve  taken,  and  with  tows  bound  two  and  two  togatheri 
and  convoyed  by  the  hangman  through  the  streets  out  of  the  t0«D| 
ordained  to  be  banished  perpetually,  and  none  hereafter  t^reoeipt 
them  under  the  pain  of  forty  pounds,  toHes  guotiea.  It  is 
there  were  delated  and  tried  about  sixty-five  of  thir  poor  y 
whereof  some  fled,^  some  banished,  some  set  caution  in  i 
foresaid,  and  all  and  every  one  brought  under  shame  and  gieat 
misery,  whereof  no  doubt  were  honest  men's  wives  and  maids  at 
last  called  in  great  suspicion.  O  woeful  Aberdeen !  by  thy  sins 
this  heavy  scourge  is  laid  upon  thee^  by  all  the  barrows  of  Scot- 
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knd  much  to  b^  lamented.  Thiu  this  ribband  regiment  beaped 
up  sin  to  our  own  numberlees  sins,  and  did  no  more  goodf  lying 
idle,  and  coneaming  honest  men's  livings. 

About  tbis  time,  we  heard  how  the  duke  of  Lenox  was  ealled 
in  some  question  by  the  English  parliament,  wrought  by  the  mflb* 
Kee  of  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  as  was  said;  but  It  turned  to 
nought ;  for  the  duke  bade  constantly  with  the  king,,  and  the 
other  (being  over-well  thought  of  both  in  Scotland  and  England) 
keeps  still  the  parliament. 

Monday  the  I4tfa  of  February  the  lord  Aboyn  came  firae 
Edinburgh  home  to  Strathlx^gie,  and  heard  of  his  father's  affair, 
as  ye  may  read  before. 

About  the  24tb  of  February,  Mr.  William  Blackhall,  one  of 
the  regents  of  the  College  Marischall,  a  prompt  scholar,  bred, 
bom,  and  brought  up  in  Aberdeen,  and  never  yet  out  of  the 
country,  refused  to  subscribe  the  country  covenant,  as  the  rest 
did,  whereupon  he  was  deposed  of  his  regency ;  thereafter  he 
lived  simplv  in  sober  manner  within  the  town.  He  is  called  in 
suspicion  of  popery :  he  is  conveened  before  the  session  of  Aber- 
deen, and  at  last  brought  before  the  presbytery  upon  the  foresaid 
24th  of  February,  the  samen  then  sitting  within  the  college 
kirk  of  Old  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Darid  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelrie, 
moderator.  He  is  accused  of  what  religion  he  was,  and  of  what 
kirk  he  was;  after  some  answers,  at  last  he  plainly  and  avowedly 
declared  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  would  bidie  by  the  samen, 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  haill  hearers,  being  of  another  profes- 
sion, as  appears,  and  so  pertly  (now  in  the  hottest  time  of  perse- 
oation  of  papists  in  this  land)  to  manifest  himself  so.  After 
some  dealing  with  him  by  the  ministry  and  brethren,  at  last 
he  is  excommunicate  and  charged  to  conform,  or  leave  the 
country. 

Upon  Monday  the  2l8t  of  February,  Ae  queen's  majesty, 
upon  certain  reasons  moring  her,  took  her  leave  of  the  king,  and. 
iMpped  at  Dover,  S3me  sailed  to  Holland  to  see  her  daughter  lady 
Mary,  princess  of  Orange,  at  the  Hague ;  she  was  honourably 
oonvoyed  by  the  king's  royal  ships,  and  royally  received  ait  the 
Hague  both  by  the  pnnce  of  Orange  elder,  and  the  young  prince 
flflso)  her >  own  grandson. 

Strait  proclamations  were  made  in  England,  chai^ng  all  pa- 
pists, jeftnits,  and'seinibarv  priests,  to  remove  forthwith  out  of 
the  kittgdem;  under  the  pain6  contained  in  tiie  acts  of  parliament' 
made  in  Queen  EKmb^th's  time. 

'  Upon  Sunday  the  27th  of  February,  a  dedaration  was  read 
out  of  the  Oldtown  pulpit,  by  our  minister,  Mr.  I^Ham  Stnu;ban, 
dMWing  the  state  of  the  protestants  in  Ireland,  and  how  their 
w(ves  and  baims  were  miserably  banished,  and  forced  to  flee  into 
the  west  parts  of  Scotland  for  refuge,  and  the  land  not  able  to 
sttSCain  them.  It  was  found  expedient,  that  ilk  parish  within  the 
kii^om  should  receive  a  collection  of  ilk  man's  charity^  for 
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tiieir  help  aiid  support ;  whereupon  was  oollrided  of  this  poor 
parish  fourscore  pounds. 

The  archbishop  of  Canterbury  is  now  b^^n  upon,  and  trial 
taken  of  his  disorder ;  and  the  rest  of  the  bishops  was  all  oon* 
tinned  to  a  general  assembly,  consisting  both  of  bishops  and 
ministers,  for  settling. the  distractions  of  their  own  lark  of 
England. 

Ktifnl  it  is  to  hear  or  see  our  royal  king  to  be  so  abused  by 
written  pamphlets,  and  whereof  himself  oftentimes  complains  ! 
and  to  let  the  reader  know  one  despiteful  pamphlet,  I  have  set 
it  down  in  this  place,  verbatim : 

'^  Change  thy  place,  Charles^  pat  <m  Pyme's  gown. 
Whilst  in  the  upper  house  he  wears  thy  crown. 
Let  him  be  king  a  while,  and  be  you  Pyme  ; 
They  will  adore  thee,  as  they  now  do  him. 
Hang  up  thy  bishops,  that  so  proudly  strive 
T'adyance  their  own  and  thy  prerogative: 
And  be  content,  since  some  of  them  are  Romans^ 
To  have  some  traitors  in  the  house  of  commons. 
Let  us  do  what  we  list,  and  you  shall  see 
We'll  all  be  kings,  as  well  as  Pyme  or  ye. 
We  fasted  first,  and  prayed  that  wars  would  cease ;— - 
When  fasting  would  not  do't,  we  paid  ibr  peace. 
And  glad  we  had  it  so :  then  gave  God  thanks. 
Which  makes  the  Irish  play  the  Scottish  pranks." 

Let  the  good  reader  consider  this  pamphlet^  and  see  how  htw 
royal  majesty  is  used.  This  Pyme  indeed  was  master-speaker  ia 
the  lower  house,  who  was  no  great  friend  to  the  king,  but  did  hk 
best  for  the  liberties  of  the  subject,  misr^arding  the  royal  pre- 
rogative. '  He  is  accused  by  the  king  of  treason,  but  he  got  no 
remead; 

In  the  beginning  of  March,  1642,  proclamation  was  made  at 
the  cross  of  New  Aberdecin,  chaiging  all  burgesses,  merchants, 
and  traders,  to  answer  and  obey  sir  William  Dick  of  the  customsy 
or  to  his  fitctors,  under  all  highest  pains ;  whilk  at  last  he  obtain- 
ed, by  paying  to  the  earl  Marischall  of  about  five  thousand 
pounds  sterling  at  Whitsunday  next. 

About  or  upon  the  2d  of  March,  the  laard  of  Quny,  with  his 
lady,  rode  from  their  dwelling  in  Old  Aberdeen  rery  quietly, 
fearing  caption,  towards  Berwick.  His  trunks  followed  hmi) 
and  he  removed  from'  Berwick  to  Durham,  there  to  remain  while 
some  course  was  taken  with  his  aflairs ;  but  his  lady  died- there. 

Great  preparations  both  in  England  and  Scotland  against  the 
Irish  rebels.  There  came  money  to  levy  ten  thousand  Sootsmeii 
out  of  England  to  go  on  against  Ireland;  and  sundry  nohknnen 
began  to  raise  regiments.  The  kicd  Sinclair's  r^ment,  Mnnio 
and  biB  vagiment,  with  some  oUiers,  about  five  thooaand  soldiersb 
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cwent  0ver  to  CMrrigkfargtts  m&ly ;  bot  m  the.  mean  time  Ina  wife 
died  in  Edinburgh. 

Saturday  the  12th  of  March,  the  lady  Aboyn  departed  this  lifej 
and  was  quietly  buried*  A  virtuous,  worthy,  chaste  lady.  ■  She 
left  an  omy  daughter  to  John  lord  Aboyn,  her  umquhUe  husband. 
Her  fiatther's  brother  succeeded  to  the  lordship,  with  the  burden 
of  twelve  thousand  merks  to  the  said  daughter. 

Great  preparations  both  by  sea  and  land  made  by  the  kings  of 
Spain  and  France,  each  against  other ;  and  it  was  reported  that 
the  king  of  France  was  gone  with  his  army  to  Catalonuu 

Tue^y  the  15th  of  March  was  the  liurd  of  Haddo's  day  of 
law^  for  the  alledged  slaughter  of  Mr.  James  Stalker  at  Turriff, 
as  ye  have  heard  before.  It  is  said,  after  the  said  Stalker  had 
rendered  his  arms,  he  was  most  cruelly  shot  dead  by  one  called 
Gordon,  son  to  Terpersie,  at  the  laird  of  Haddo's  command,  be- 
cause he  was  the  lord  Fraser's  servant,  as  this  Stalker  himself 
confessed;  but  before  his  death  he  made  a  testament,  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Mitchell,  parson  at  Turriff,  wherein  he  declared  how 
and  by  whom  he  was  slain,  whUk  testament  was  produced  before 
the  justice:  however,  Haddo^  upon  caution  that  he  should,  under 
great  sums  jof  money,  compear  again  before  the  justice  the  4th 
of  June,  wan  home ;  the  lord  Fraser,  the  lairds  of  Lesly,  Craigie- 
var,  and  all  their  Mends,  being  his  great  enemies. 

About  this  time,  captain  Robert  Keith  and  captain  Grordon 
shipped  their  soldiers  at  Footdee,  and,  upon  the  5th  of  March, 
took  up  sail  and  go  to  France,  landing  safely. 

There  went  sundry  petiticms  from  the  parliament  to  the  king, 
and  diverse  messages  from  him  to  them,  lying  At  Newmarket,  but 
took  little  effect.  Thereafter  his  majesty  came  to  York.  The 
parliament  sent  to  the  marquis  of  Hartford,  who. had  the  young 
prince  Charles  in  his  keeping,  to  bring  him  to4hem,  who  brought 
him  to  the  king,  his  own  father,  whereat  they  were  offended. 
They  alledged  that  they  wanted  to  bring  up  the  king's  son  in  vir- 
tuous education,  for  the  whilk  they  sent  for  him.  The  long 
answered,  he  was  his  son,  of  whom  it  was  meetest  he  should 
have  the  care  of  his  upbringing.  His  majesty  sent  immediately 
also  for  his  second  son,  the  duke  of  York,  and  most  wisely  kq^^t 
them  both  with  himself. 

Upon  Thursday  the  last  of  March,  there  came  some  limmars 
•to  Mr.  William  Chalmers,  minister  at  Skene,  bis  house^  and 
robbed  and  spoiled  both  monies  and  other  goods,  and  went  their 
way  without  reparation,  being  within  six  miles  of  Aberdeen. 

The  papists  of  England,  Jesuits,  and  priests,  are  sharply 
iMmght,  and  the  like  suggestion  here  in  Scotland,  against  our 
Soots  papists;  some  in  England  were  executed,  and  other  some 
imprisoned,  but  our  papists  were  all  fled. 

Upon  the  6th  of  April,  a  committee  was  holden  at  Saint  John- 
ston, where  there  was  little  done,  but  adjourned  to  be  holden  at 
.  Elgin  the  3d  of  May,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter. 
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Te  heard  hefove,  how  Dr*  SandOandB^  cammmmjr 
clerkship  of  the  general  assembly,  and  Mr.  Archibiild  JdmsUHi 
had  gotten  the  samen.  In  recompence  of  this  he  had  gotten  -sMae 
satisfaction ;  and  besides, .  for  such  bygone  pensions  as  were  Jeefeiog 
him  by  the  deprived  bishops  before  Iheir  depositions^  he  by  oBuqwn 
got  three  thousand  five  hundred  merks  ordained  to  be  piud  to  him 
out  of  the  bishoprick  of  Aberdeen  for  the  Martinmas  term,  16419 
and  Whitsunday  tern^  1642,  ta  be  uplifted  out  of  the  £eMii-daty 
allenarly. 

Wednesday  the  6th  of  April,  Dr.. Guild  began  to  preach  witb- 
in  the  college  kirk  a  weekly  sermon,  to  be  taught  that  day  to  the 
Oldtown  people,  students,  masters,  and  members  of  the  coUege. 
He  caused  take  down  the  organ  case,  which  was  of  fine  wainseol, 
and  had  stood  within  the  kirk  since  the  reformation.  This  order 
seemed  strange,  to  preach  out  of  Machar  kirk,  as  waaeometimeB 
used  befbre,  and  bring  down  the  people^  man,  wife,  and  maidsj 
to  the  college  kirk,  among  young  schdars  and  students ;  and  he^ 
being  a  .principal,  to  teaeh  in  English,  whecc^  by  the  foundalioD, 
he  is  bound  to  preach  and  give  out  his  lessons  in  GBedc,<  Hebiew^ 
and  Lafin,  except  exercise  and  presbjrtery  days,  that  he  should 
use:the  Tu'^;ar  tongue.  The  reader  of  Machar  kirk  was-  tied  to 
this  weekly  sermon,  to  take  up  the  psalm ;  the. great  bells.of  the 
collie  and  Machar  kirk  bells  rang  three  times  .to  ilk  sermon  for 
cmureening  an  auditory,  whiUc  was  never  used  before,,  and  which 
decayed  shbrtly,  to  hu  disgrace,  as  he  jostly  deserved. 

Upon  the  aforesaid  6ih  of  April,  (he  .  drum  went  through  the 
town,  strictly  charging  all  manner  of  men  not  to  bring  in  any 
fleshes,  of  whatsoever  s<Nrt,  to  •  the  market,  while  Saturday'  the 
last  of  April,  under  confiscation  of  their  fleshes;  whereupon  none 
could  be,  got  in  Aberdeen.  This  was  done  to  take  away  the  me- 
mory of  Pasch-day,  whilk  tlus  year  fell  upon  the  lOdi  of  April, 
by  which  no  fleshes  could  be  gotten  to  buy  nor  to  eat;  as  the  old 
use  was  for  ilk  man  to  make  good  chear  on  this  day,  according 
to  his  power,  but  is  now  holden  by  their  laws  to  be  superstitious; 
and  the  Lentron  continued  to  the  last  of  April,  according  to  an 
<^4Unance  of  a*  committee  holden  at  Edinburgh, « and  for  keei»ng 
of  store  to  the  fore,  whilk  in  many  years  bygone  was.  well  enough 
kept  for  Pasch-day.  No  sermon  on  Good  Friday  nor  yet  tbit 
day^  as  the  old  f<»in  was ;  such  was  this  sudden  alteration.  - 

Fasch-day,  the  lOth  of  April,  no  flesh  durst  be  sold  in  Abe0> 
deen,  for  making  of  good  chear,  as  was  wont  to  be;  so  ilk  honest 
man  did  the  best  he  could  for  himself.  A  matter  never  befoce 
heard  of  in  this  land,  that  Pasch-day  should  be  included  within 
Lentron  time,  because  it  was  now  holden  superstitious,  nor  no 
communion  given  on  Good  Friday,  as  was  before*  Ma^vellons 
in  Aberdeen,  to  see  no  market  of  fowl  or  flesh  to  be  sold  on  Paeeh- 
even ! 

'About  a  day  or  two  before  Pasch,  there  came  to  Aberdeen  an 
Italian  monster  of  a  man,  about  twenty-four  years  of  age,  having 
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a  Mrth  growing  firmn  his  breast  upward,  face  to  (ace  as  it  Were, 
a  ereatnre  haying  head  and  long  hair  of  the  coloar  of  a  man's, 
ike  head  still  drooping  baokwarcte  and  downwards ;  he  had  eyes, 
but  not  open ;  he  had  ears,  two  arms,  two  hands,  three  fingers 
on  each  hand,  a  body,  a  leg,  and  foot  with  six  toes,  the  other 
leg  within  the  flesh,  inclining  to  the  left  side.  It  had  some  signs 
of  virility,  it  had  a  kind  of  life  and  feeling,  bat  void  of  all  other 
senses ;  fed  with  man's  nourishment,  and  evacuated  the  same  way 
as  his*  This  great  work  of  Gh>d  was  admired  of  by  many  in 
Aberdeen,  and  through  the  countries  where  he  travelled;  yet 
such  was  the  goodness  of  God,  that  he  could  go  and  walk  where 
he  pleased,  carrying  this  birth  without  any  pain,  yea,  or'unes- 
pied  when  his  cloaths  were  on.  When  he  came  to  town  he  had 
two  servants  waiting  on  him,  who,  with  himself,  were  well  clad. 
His  portraiture  was  drawn  and  hung  up  at  his  lodging  to  the 
view  of  the  people ;  the  one  servant  had  a  trumpet  which  sound- 
ed at  such  time  as  the  people  should  come  and  see  this  monster, 
who  flocked  abundantly  to  his  lodpng.  The  other  servant  re- 
ceived the  money  frae  ilk  person  for  his  sight,  some  less,  some 
more :  and  after  there  was  so  much  collected  as  could  be  gotten, 
he  with  his  servants  shortly  left  the  town,  and  went  south  again. 

The  king,  still  remaining  at  York,  might  not  be  moved  to  come 
to  tilie  parliament  at  Westminster,  for  plain  fear  of  his  life,  as  his 
own  messages  bear ;  whereupon  they  go  on,  they  meddle  with 
the  Cinque  Ports,  in-put  and  out-put  govemours  at  their  plea- 
sure, due  only  to  his  majesty  before ;  next  they  meddle  with  his 
royal  ships,  ^wcharge  sir  John  Pennington,  vice«admiral,  an  old 
servant  to  the  king,  and  put  in  the  earl  of  Warwick  in  his  place ; 
they  remove  the  French  captain,  called  colonel  Biron,  frae  the 
Tower  of  London,  and  put  another  in  his  place ;  thev  petition 
the  king  for  governing  of  the  militia,  whilk  is  the  armies  of  the 
eonntrv,  and  belonging  to  the  care  of  the  parliament,  as  his  great 
eouncil ;  he  simpliciter  denied  to  grant  this  unto  them,  because 
it  belonged  only  to  himself  to  be  king  and  captain  of  the  militia, 
whilk  they  nowise  would  condescend  unto,  fearing,  if  he  Were 
captain  of  the  militia  in  thir  dangerous  days,  he  might  prove  an 
enemy  to  the  parliament.  Thir  pitiful  news  of  this  mvisions  and 
diseontents  came  daily  to  Aberdeen. 

Sunday  the  17th  of  April,  Mr.  William  Strachan  gave  the 
eoBsmunion  in  Old  Aberdeen  for  the  first  day,  where  Dr.  Forbes 
of  Corse  got  his  communion,  who  had  not  as  yet  sworn  or  sub^ 
scribed  the  covenant. 

His  mdesty  hearing  of  the  great  oppressions  his  subjects  suf- 
fered in  Ireland,  resolved  to  go  thither  in  person  for  ordering  of 
these  rebellions ;  and  sure  it  was  plainly  spoken,  that  thir  re- 
bellions never  bred  in  the  mind  of  sir  Philem  O'Neil,  nor  yet  the 
Irish  allenarly,  but  also  was  plotted  by  the  wholepapists  of  note 
in  Scotland,  England,  and  Ireland,  Germany,  France,  Spain, 
and  elsewhere:  likeas,  sundry  times  there  came  out  of  West 

N  n 


8T4  HfS1X)RT  OF  TBS  Idmo  IMS. 

Flanders  anunmiitioD,  powder,  ball,  and  odiar  anaa  neceaaarjr^ 
but  still  was  intercepted  and  taken  by  the  way  by  the  HoUaad- 
ers,  who  were  combined  with  the  parliament  of  England  (as 
may  appear)  in  all  this  business.  The  English  parliameAt  hear- 
ing of  the  king's  intention  towards  Irdan^  were  altogether  set 
against  the  samen. 

Now  daily  more  and  more  forces  preparing  for  Ireland.  It 
was  said,  the  marquis  6f  Argyll  had  purchased  a  patent  frae  the 
king  and  English  parliament,  to  levy  soldiers  for  Ireland,  to  go 
in  with  fire  and  sword,  and  what  he  conquest  should  be  his  own, 
holden  of  his  m^esty.  It  was  reported,  that  there  were  tm 
thousand  chadders  of  victual  to  be  transported  out  of  Scotland 
to  Ireland,  for  the  maintenance  of  soldiers;  and  Ai^li  bad 
l^greed  with  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar  for  one  thousand  bolls  of 
victual  to  be  carried  out  of  this  north  country  to  Carrickfergus, 
for  the  whilk  he  should  have  ten  pound  for  ilk  boll  that  was  IsAd- 
ed  safely  on  shore ;  he  coft  meikle  victual  in  this  country  to  ful- 
fil his  bargain  with  Argyll,  and  raised  the  victual  to  high  prioea 
upon  the  country  people  for  his  particular  gain ;  but  howsoever 
this  bargain  was  made,  the  marquis  of  Argyll  bad  no  such  pa- 
tent, neither  went  he  on  in  such  service. 

Word  came  here  to  Aberdeen  that,  about  the  20th  of  April,  sir 
Thomas  Dorrell  and  sir  Thomas  Hales,  two  of  the  king's  domea* 
tic  servants,  had  intercepted  a  letter  written  by  the  parliament 
of  England  to  sir  John  Hotham,  govemour  of  Hull,  bearing  an 
express  command  or  charge,  in  case  his  majesty  came  to  Hull, 
and  craved  entrance  to  the  town,  to  hold  him  out  at  the  ports, 
and  not  to  suffer  his  majesty  to  come  in.  This  letter  was  brought 
to  the  king,  as  is  said,  whereat  he  marvelled,  and  also  was  highly 
offidnded ;  however,  for  further  trial,  and  his  better  assuranee, 
he  directed  the  samen  letter  to  the  foresaid  govemour  of  Hull, 
and  immediately  after  that  his  majesty  lap  on  with  about  four 
hundred  horse,  hivving  also  in  his  company  Charles  the  young 
prince  and  James  duke  of  York,  his  two  sons ;  count  Palatine, 
the  duke  of  Lenox,  and  some  other  noblemen,  and  came  riding  di- 
rectly to  the  burrow  of  Hull;  but  when  he  came  there,  the  haill 
Sorts  were  closely  shut.  The  king  desired  the  govemour  to  give 
im  entry  to  his  own  town,  which  he  plainly  refused,  whereat  his 
majesty  was  highly  offended.  The  Idng  went  further  on,  and 
craved  but  entry  for  himself,  his  two  sons,  the  duke  of  Lenox, 
and  others,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  twenty  persons,  but 
this  was  refused  also,  albeit  there  were  two  hundred  soldiers 
lying  in  garrison  within  the  town.  The  king  seeing  this*  causes 
proclaim  this  govemour  a  traitor,  and  returns  back  melanofaoly 
to  the  town  of  York,  frae  which  place  he  writes  and  sends  a 
message  to  the  parliament  against  sir  John  Hotham,  goverooor 
of  hSi. 

The  parliament  gave  no  just  sat^faction  to  the  king's  moat  just 
decrees,  but  rather  not  only  approves  of  sir  Jol^n  jHU^bam's  do- 
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ingH  to  1>e  good,  IM  also  finds  flnlt  tbat  ho  was  proolalmed  a 
traitor ;  that  tiio  kihg'B  aenratita,  ftr  intercepting  the  parliament's 
latter,  ahonld  be  sent  up.  Tlie  king,  thus  disappointed  of  his 
expeetation,  takes  it  heayy,  and,  as  is  said,  he  declared  by  ano- 
ther paper,  he  liked  no  ci^  wars,  but  if  wars  came,  let  Gk>d  be 
fudge.  This  town  is  one  of  the  principal  strengths  of  all  Eng- 
land, wherein  the  king^s  magarine  still  lay.  The  parliamenta- 
rians at  their  own  hand,  wi^ont  the  king's  advice,  takes  in  the 
town,  and  meddles  with  the  king's  magazine  and  militia,  sets  in 
a  garrison  of  soldiers  to  defend  the  samen,  and  places  the  said 
rir  John  Hotham  govemonr,  who  rebelliously  stood  out  against 
the  king,  as  ye  have  heard,  neither  could  his  majesty  get  repara- 
tion, do  his  best.  Yet  the  Lord  in  his  own  time  revenged  his 
eanse,  and  made  the  parUamentarians  themselves  to  hang  him 
up,  and  young  sir  John  Hotham  his  son  both,  for  fhults  com- 
nutted  against  the  parliament,  as  was  by  them  alledged^  as  ye 
shall  hereafter  hear. 

Upon  the  third  Tuesday  and  19th  day  of  April,  the  pi^yvincial 
assembly  sat  down  in  the  session-house  of  New  Aberdeen.  Mr. 
Dayid  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  is  moderator  till  the  next 
provincial  assembly,  where  ilk  minister  had  his  ruling  elder. 
I>r.  Forbes  of  Corse  was  sent  for,  who  compeared  immediately 
before  this  assembly.  The  moderator  with  the  rest  publickly  re« 
gretted  his  lying  out  from  his  calling,  to  the  prejudice  both  of 
tiie  inrk  and  commonwealth,  whereto  he  made  his  own  answer ; 
then  the  brethren  sMit  of  their  number  a  committee  to  confeif 
privately  with  him,  anent  his  not  subscribing  of  the  covenant,  and 
to  ask  why  he  went  not  to  Edinburgh  for  bis  further  resolutioni 
as  was  communed  at  the  last  assembly  holden  at  Aberdeen.  After 
some  reasoning  virith  this  committee,  he  said,  if  the  provincial 
assembly  thought  fit  he  should  go  to  Edinburgh,  whilk  they  ad- 
Yised  him  to  do,  to  see  if  he  could  recorer  his  own  place,  which 
was  not  yet  filled  up. 

At  this  assembly,  Mr.  'William  Wedderbum,  minister  at  Beth- 
elney,  was  accused  of  fomieation.  He  confesses,  and  is  deprived^ 
and  ordained  to  make  repentance. 

Mr.  Tliomas  Bffiitchel,  parson  of  Turriff,  is  accused  for  pursu- 
ing of  Thomas  Bell's  wife,  to  have  lyen  with  her,  in  Couper  of 
Fife,  as  he  is  coming  here  frae  Edinburgh ;  and  sicklike,  in  that' 
samen  man's  house  in  Couper,  oflering  to  force  another  woman ; 
at  the  samen  time,  he  is  delated  by  the  said  Thomas  Bell  him- 
self, then  dwelling  in  Drum,  suppose  his  wife  was  dwelling  in 
Couper.  The  assembly,  ashamed  of  this  purpose,  directs  out  a 
committee  of  the  brethren  to  confer  privately  vnth  the  said  Mr. 
Thomas  Mitchel  hereanent,  who  constantly  stood  to  his  denial. 
The  assembly  therefore  appointed  the  matter  to  be  further  tried 
in  presence  of  thirteen  ministers  and  eight  ruling  elders,  specially 
nominated,  and  for  that  eflfect,  to  meet  in  New  Aberdeen  the  tst 
of  June  next.    There  were  diverse  other  suspicions  among  them^ 
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but  quietly  sqppreat  Mr.  Andrew  Lqpe,  panoa  of  Baymd, 
was  publickly  accused  upon  some  points  of  misbehavioor,  and 
ordained  to  bide  trial  before  a  committee  of  minister  and  ralin|f 
elders*  Sundry  other  thin^js  being  expede,  diis  assembly,  upon 
Friday  the  22d  of  April,  dissolved. 

About  this  time,  diere  came  word,  that  our  bishop  of  Aber- 
deen, and  the  bishop  of  Brechin,  had  gotten  benefices  in  Eng- 
land frae  the  king,  and  that  Dr.  SibWd  was  i|  preacher  m 
Ireland. 

It  is  said,  the  king  of  Denmark  had  raised  his  customs  quad* 
ruple  to  what  was  paid  before,  in  contempt  of  the  English  and 
Scots  Covenanters  standing  agininst  th^  king,  his  sister's  son; 
and  none  should  pass  by  Elsinore  without  payment,  to  the  great 
wreck  of  thir  countries,  who  cannot  well  live  without  iron,  lint, 
and  such  other  commodities. 

Now  again  is  the  town  of  Aberdeen  disappointed  by  ezpeetar 
tion  of  ^  their  customs.  Patrick  Lesly  agrees  with  the  earl  Ma* 
rischall ;  he  gets  his  haill  money  in  a  stock,  whilk  was  better  to 
the  earl  than  to  take  it  yearly ;  and  Patrick  Lesly  gets  a  letter  of 
tack  over  the  town's  head,  seeing  their  customs  were  pronused 
to  them  before  by  the  earl. 

The  town's  people  of  Aberdeen  are  pursued  before  the  provoat 
and  baillies,  for  eighteen  pounds  two  shillings,  as  the  price  of 
ilk  musket,  and  four  pounds  for  ilk  pike,  aoc<»rding  to  ilk  man's 
several  intromission,  albeit  thir  arms,  with  their  own  besides^ 
were  plundered  frae  them  by  the  earl  Marischall  and  major 
Munro.  This  was  done  at  the  instance  of  the  marquis  of  Handy. 
The  town  is  also  stented  in  a  taxation  of  seven  thousand  marks 
to  pay  three  ministers  their  stipends  yearly,  and  the  superplus  to 
help  to  pay  the  annuals  of  forty  thousand  pounds,  whereof  the 
town,  through  the  good  cause,  was  run  in  debt.  This  bosiness 
bred  great  murmuring  in  the  town,  and  ilk  man  was  stented,  and 
compelled  to  make  payment  proportionally. 

Upon  Sunday  the  24th  of  April,  the  communion  was  given 
bare  in  Aberdeen,  where  Dr.  Forbes  took  it  again,  who  had  not 
subscribed  the  covenant,  but  still  stood  out. 

Ye  heard  of  the  incendiaries,  vis.  John  bishop  of  Ross,  Mr. 
Walter  Baloanquhall,  the  earl  of  Traquair,  sir  Kobert  Spotia- 
wood,  president  and  sir  John  Hay,  late  clerk  register.  The 
first  two  were  absent  out  of  the  langdom,  the  ^  last  three  were 
present,  and  past  their  trials,  and  Traquair,  as  was  thought, 
guiltjr  in  five  points.  (See  the  34th  act  of  the  third  parliiBunent.) 
In  hke  manner,  the  earl  of  Montrose,  the  lord  Napiwr,  air 
George  Strivling  of  Keir,  knight,  and  sir  Archibald  Steuart  of 
Blackball,  were  all  continued  to  the  next  parliament  (See  the 
SSd  act  of  SLing  Charles,  second  session.) 

Upon  the  28th  of  April,  Mr.  Alexander  Colvil,  Justice-de- 
pute, came  to  Aberdeen,  and  from  thence  rode  to  Elgm,  to  hold 
a  committee. 
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'  AiNKit  ihiB  tiiiie^  there  came  forth  an  imprinted  qnnref  with 
an  answer  thereto,  made  by  the  same  aatber»  as  does  appearj 
and  as  wMne  says,  by  the  English  parliament,  tending  thus : — 


•  "  Qum/vrw— What  shall  be  done  with  a  king  Uiat  deserts  his  parliament, 
that  brings  in  foreign  nations^  and  neglects  his  militia,  that  tarns  the  month 
•f  his  eamion  against  his  own  subjects  ?  " 

**  ilsncier.— This  Idng  tynes  Us  gOTerament  of  the  mOitia  nmjfikiier  de 
jure* 

This  printed  quaere,  thus  proponed  and  solved,  was  thought 
strange  by  many,  who«saw  and  read  the  samen.  Hoiwsoever  it 
was,  or  whoever  it  was  that  set  it  out,  yet  it  is  most  certain  the 
parliament  would  nowise  grant  to  give  the  government  of  the 
militia  to  the  king,  whilk  truly  and  justly  belonged  to  his  royal 
majesty;  fearing,  if  he  had  that  power  in  his  own  hand,  he 
might  command  them  per  force  to  yield,  submit,  and  obey  him^ 
which  otherwise  he  could  hardly  get  done;  which  proved  too 
true,  as  may  be  seen  in  this  discourse. 

The  king  found  himself  highly  wronged  (on  the  other  part) 
by  his  own  subjects,  to  withhold  per  force  the  militia  irom  him, 
whereof  himself  is  captun,  being  righteous  king,  and  a  special 
point  of  his  prerogative  royal,  and  he  resolved  to  have  ana  hold 
the  samen,  as  his  royal  predecessors  were  in  use  to  do  before 
him,  or  die  by  the  gate.  Thus  he  is  brought  under  fear  of  his 
life,  or  to  be  taken  and  imprisoned  by  his  subjects,  if  he  stands 
out  against  them ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  the  parliament  stands 
still  m  fear  of  his  majesty,  and  alteration  in  religion,  as  was 
thought,  albeit  they  knew  the  contrary,  having  his  overthrow  rap- 
ther  privately  aimed  at,  than  any  such  preposterous  fear  of  reli- 
pon,  as  hereafter  clearly  does  appear ;  albeit  this  roval  king  was 
endued  by  God  Almighty  with  such  rare  gifts  of  body  and  mind, 
as  Great  Britain  had  never  his  parallel  to  reign  over  it ;  for  he 
was  holy,  godly,  religious,  zealous  in  prayer,  upright  and  just, 
and  a  brave  justiciar,  merciful  and  bountiful,  chaste,  charitable, 
and  liberal,  noways  covetous  nor  blood-thirsty,  moderate  and 
temperate  in  his  mouth,  clean  and  pure  in  all  his  actions;  never- 
theless, this  godly  king,  by  his  unnatural  subjects  (for  their  ends) 
is  brought  to  this  point  of  extremity,  that  he  was  under  fear  of  his 
life  or  captivity,  as  is  formerly  said,  and  had  no  certainty  of  rest 
in  Scotland  or  Ireland  with  safetv;  all  done  and  acted  by  that 
clandestine  covenant,  drawn  up  betwixt  the  male-contents,  or 
rather  malignants,  of  Scotland  and  England,  and  carried  so  se- 
cretly as  his  majesty  heard  never  of  the  samen,  albeit  the  mar- 
qnis  of  Hamilton  and  others  of  his  majesty's  counsellors  knew  it 
very  well,  and  if  in  the  beginning  it  had  been  revealed  to  the 
king,  his  majesty  might  have  easily  punished  the  traitors,  and 
supprest  the  perfidious  plot ;  but  before  the  matter  came  to  his 
ears  it  was  past  help  or  cure,  which  I  beseech  the  Almighty 
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Gbd|  searcher  of  all  hearts,  to  pacify,  and  to  bring  the  king  and 
his  subjects  under  a  solid  and  settled  peace ! 

In  the  mean  iime,  the  king  b^ns  to  look  about  himself,  and 
try  who  were  his  friends,  and  who  were  his  foes ;  and  the  partia- 
meat  strengthening  themselves  by  all  manner  of  ways  to  get  iKeir 
will  over  the  king. 

Sunday  the  Ist  of  May,  a  fast  solemnly  kept  throogb  all  the 
kirks  of  Scotland,  for  thir  causes :  1st,  For  the  sins  of  the  land 
in  general.  2d,  For  the  distractions  of  England  and  Scotland. 
3d,  The  distractions  of  England  itself.  Dr.  Guild  preached  in 
Old  Aberdeen  both  before  and  after  noon ;  the  people  kept  the 
church  aR  day,  and  while  afternoon's  sermon  was  done.  And 
as  before  was  used  to  ring  three  bells  ilk  fasting  day  to  the  af- 
ternoon's preaching,  here  was  a  new  &shion  begun,  and  but  one 
bell  rung  to  conveen  such  people  to  the  afternoon's  sermons  as 
came  not  to  the  forenoon's  preaching,  whilk  form  was  observed 
on  ^listing  days. 

Monday  the  2d  of  May,  drums  beating  daily  through  New 
Aberdeen,  for  soldiers  to  march  for  Ireland  in  the  earl  of  Lind- 
say's regiment,  under  major  Berth  wick,  upon  the  king's  Wfl 
ilk  common  soldier  to  have  eight  shilling  ilk  day,  and  the  offi- 
cers to  get  good  payment  of  their  dues.  There  was  ten  thousand 
soldiers  to  be  raised  out  of  Scotland  for  this  expedition,  and  fif- 
teen thousand  out  of  England,  upon  thir  charges.  The  English 
had  orders  to  march  in  upon  the  south  side  of  Ireland,  and  the 
Scots  upon  the  north  side  of  the  country.  The  Irish  conveened 
in  great  multitudes,  but  were  scant  of  arms  and  ammunition,  as 
was  thought ;  and  such  as  they  expected  coming  out  of  West 
Flanders  for  their  supply,  was  daily  taken  by  the  Hollanders, 
who  still  lay  in  wait  for  them. 

Ye  heard  before  of  major  Monro :  he  arrived  safely  at  Carrick- 
fergus,  and  received  his  pay  compleatly,  and  writes  to  the  Scots 
council  for  orders.  There  was  few  soldiers  in  thir  north  parts  to 
this  Irish  expedition,  but  raised  out  of  the  south,  and  small  con- 
tent among  the  officers  of  fortune,  who  had  left  their  fortunes  in 
other  countries,  and  come  home,  hoping  for  preferment  and  be- 
nefit by  thir  troubles ;  but  they  were  disappointed ;  for  ilk  noble- 
man would  be  crowner  of  his  own  company,  suppose  of  small 
skill,  who  choosed  their  own  captains  and  other  officers  of  their 
own  friends,  whereby  the  good  soldiers  were  debarred,  and  the 
regiments  like  to  be  misguided.  But  general  Lesly  hearing  of 
this  disorder,  resolved  and  gave  command  that  ilk  regiment 
should  be  served  with  qualified  officers,  and  not  by  unskilful  sol- 
diers ;  albeit  many  officers  of  fortune  had  great  murmuring,  see- 
ing upon  general  Lesly's  letters  they  had  left  their  services  in 
Sweden,  Denmark,  ^  Germany,  France,  Poland,  and  other  fo- 
reign countries,  and  had  come  and  served  at  Newcastle  in  this 
service,  and  disappointed  of  their  pay  by  general  Lesly  himself; 
swa  that  frae  the  crowner  to  the  single  soldier  there  was  want  of 
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{Ayme&ty  wbUk  made  ilk  man  to  do  for  Umself ;  some  went  baok 
to  foreign  countries,  others  went  to  York,  and  were  well  receiv- 
ed by  the  king,  and  placed  in  the  oonntry  about,  and  others  bade 
still  in  Scotland,  albeit  they  had  not  yet  gotten  great  Content. 
The  foresaid  general  Lesly,  the  earl  of  Uassilis,  the  earl  of 
Lindsiiy,  and  diverse  others,  were  making  great  preparations  for 
the  service. 

Upon  Sunday  the  8th  of  May,  the  communion  was  given  the 
third  time  here  in  Old  Aberdeen.  Dr.  Forbes  and  Dr.  Lesly 
both  took  it  at  this  tume,  albeit  both  outstanders  and  not  sub- 
scribers of  the  covenant. 

About  this  time,  the  chancellor  of  Scotland  rode  to  York  to 
speak  with  his  nugesty.  Some  said  he  was  written  for ;  he  re- 
tttms  back  again,  and  a  council  day  followed. 

The  earl  of  Montrose,  the  earl  of  Airly,  and  laird  of  Keir,  as 
was  said,  rode  to  the  king,  but  his  majesty  expressly  prohibited 
them  to  come  nearer  to  him  than  within  a  post,  because  by  the 
83d  act  of  his  own  parliament  he  is  obligsd  not  to  give  presence 
to  inoendiaries  or  plotters  without  advice  of  his  parliament ;  yet  it 
was  thought  they  had  conference  with  some  of  the  king's  ser- 
vants, wherewith  they  were  content,  and  returned  home  again. 

Upon  the  11th  day  of  May,  the  Ushop  of  Murray's  wife  hav- 
ing caused  transport  ont  of  Spynie  h^  haill  goods  and  gear,  in- 
nght  and  plenishing,  and  sent  it  about  by  sea  to  the  place  of 
Gudirie,  heritably  pertaining  to  her  husband,  she,  I  say,  re- 
9ioves  the  said  day  firae  the  said  place  of  Spynie,  and  delivers 
the  keys  to  the  earl  of  Murray,  constable  thereof,  having  given 
J<4m  Innes  of  Leuchars,  who  had  good  right  to  the  said  consta- 
bulary, two  thousand  merks  for  his  good-wiQ  thereof;  however, 
the  bishop's  wife  leaves  Murray,  and^  oonvojred  by  her  two  sons, 
Mr.  John  Guthrie»  parson  of  Duffus,  and  Mr.  Patrick  Guthrie, 
came  to  Old  Aberdeen  upon  the  13th  of  May,  and  from  ti^t  past 
towards  Angus,  her  husband  remaining  in  Aberbrothock,  who 
had  never  seen  other  since  her  husband  was  taken  south,  as  ye 
have  bef<M:e.  Thereafter  the  bishop  takes  up  house  in  his  own 
place  of  Guthrie,  and  there  quietiy  remains. 

Afiter  removing  of  the  bishop's  wife  from  Spynie,  the  earl  tt 
Murray  possessed  his  sister's  son,  the  young  laird  of  Lanes,  there- 
with ;  but  it  was  said,  the  samen  night  he  entered  Spjmie,  the 
alately  house  of  Milton  of  Ross,  pertaining  to  his  fittiier,  was 
recklessly  burnt  (except  the  tower),  with  meikle  good  plenishing ; 
a  thing  to  balloted. 

Upon  tiie  said  11th  of  May,  Mr.  Alexander  Colvil,  justice- 
depute,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Hamilton,  justice-clerk-depute,  held 
a  justice  court  at  Elgin,  by  way  of  committee,  having  conveened 
the  marquis  of  Huntiy,  the  lord  Gordon,  the  earls  of  Murray 
and  Findlatert  and  many  barons.  Their  errand  was  to  agree 
wUh  William  M<Intoah,  aUaa  William  M'Lachlan,  to  raise  six 
hundred  men  to  keep,  frae  Dnnotter  north  to  the  seap-banks,  the . 
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hull  coimtarifis  *  fine  theft»  robberjr,  and  ojpprenion  of  tlie  din* 
gregor,  who  were  in  companies  using  all  violence.  There  was 
promised  to  him  for  this  seryice,  nine  thousand  pound  Soots,  to 
save  the  country  skaithless  during  the  space  of  an  year;  he 
always  having  power  to  raise  the  country  for  his  defence,  if  need 
required ;  likeas,  he  set  diverse  barons  cautioners  to  refund  aie 
skaith  as  was  done  in  the  time  foresaid  to  the  country  people. 
This  agreeance  was  made  at  Elgin,  as  was  made  before  at  Saint 
Johnston  with  James  Stuart,  for  saving  the  country  firom  the 
same  Qangregors.  Shortly,  William  M^Lachlan  and  his  men  go 
to  the  fields.  This  committee  court  continued  eight  days  at 
Elgin,  where  William  Couper  in  Glenrinness  was  assized,  con« 
victed,  and  hanged,  for  incest  and  other  crimes.  A  new  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  be  holden  again  at  Elgin  in  the  month 
of  August  next  to  come ;  and  so  they  dissolved. 

Upon  Sunday  the  15th  of  May,  Mr.  John  Rae,  one  of  the  re* 
gents  of  the  College  Marischall,  sitting  at  the  morning  prayers  in 
2ie  Newtown  kirk,  suddenly  fell  lunatick,  and  rising  up  cried 
loudly  out,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  haill  people ;  he  was  ooo^ 
veyed  home,  and  drawn  blood  of,  and  shortly  after  became  sobtt*. 
Some  noted  this  suddenty  to  be  the  third  visitation  of  this  col- 
lege :  for,  1st,  The  house  took  fire,  as  ye  have  heard  before ;  2d, 
Mr.  Robert  Blackball,  one  of  the  regents  thereof,  turned  papist^ 
was  excommunicated,  and  left  the  kingdom,  as  ye  have  also 
heard ;  and,  3d,  This  accident  fidling  out  in  the  person  of  ano- 
ther regent ;  but  the  Lord  shortly  restored  him  to  his  wits  again  ; 
blessed  be  his  holy  name ! 

The  24th  of  May,  the  marquis  of  Huntlv  and  the  lord  Gror^ 
don  his  son,  came  firae  Strathboggie  to  Tilliefoor,  held  eourts, 
made  chamberlains,  and  took  possession  of  the  lady  Wardhouse 
her  haill  liferent  lands  in  her  name,  and  name  of  tbe  laird  of 
Cluny  her  husband,  both  being  absent  in  Durham  in  England; 
and  syne  returned  back  again  to  Strathboggie. 

Wednesday  the  25th  of  May,  a  great  council  day  was  held  in 
Edinburgh,  whilk  with  Ldth  was  under  watch,  lliere  was  pre- 
sented  before  this  council  his  majesty's  letter,  showing  how  hie 
English  subjects  were  encroaching  upon  his  royal  prerogative^ 
and  therefore  directed  them  and  his  Scottish  subjects  to  stand  to 
his  defence,  conform  to  their  oath  of  allegiance,  and  to  assist 
him  as  necessity  required.  To  this  council  their  came  frae  the 
EngHsh  parliament  commissioners  also,  desiring  them  to  remem** 
her  their  first  clandestine  covenant,  made  betwixt  the  prime 
malignants  of  Scotland,  forgers  and  beginners  of  our  covenant^ 
and  the  puritans  and  malignants  of  England,  and  to  stand  to  the 
samen.  The  council  is  put  to  their  wits'  end.  It  is  here  to  be 
noted,  how  this  royal  kmg,  first  and  last,  is  abused  by  his  sub- 
jects of  both  kingdoms,  by  the  draught  of  this  ungodly,  unrea^ 
sonaUe,  clandestine  covenant  (whereof  his  majesty  had  never 
gotten  knowledge) ;  for,  first,  as  appears,  it  was  devised  by  our 
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Smytoy  triio  began  ihe  perlorbalioii  in  the  kirk  of  ficBnlrai^, 
t9mm  Ml  anny,  goes  into  England,  and  gets  good  payment  and 
kirothevfy  aeeistenee^  as  ye  he^ffd  before.  The  king  craTes  as^is- 
tanee  from  England  agunst  the  Soots  coming  into  their  country ; 
thev  would  do  nothing  without  they  had  a  parliament,  whilk  Ills 
majesty  was  fiweed  to  indict,  whereby  the  English  wan  their  de- 
sifes ;  then  craftily  commissioners  were  diosen  between  Ae  kin^ 
and  the  Scots,  articles  were  drawn  up,  tending  to  our  will  ana 
diseoilteBtment  of  die  Idi^s  majesty,  and  done  by  such  commia- 
sioners  as  were  our  friends,  albeit  chosen  by  the  king.  Wdl^ 
thir  articles  of  peace  drawn  np^  bodi  armies  of  Scotland  and 
BnglMid  disbanded,  a  parliament  holden  in  Scotland,  die  king 
comes  and  grants  all  our  desires,  but  gat  no  content  himself,  as 
the  acts  of  parliament  purport ;  he  returns  to  the  pariiament  of 
England,  and  finds  they  are  daily  encroaching  upon  his  royal 
prerogative.  Wherefore  he  writes  to  the  Scots  council,  and 
eraves  their  aid,  council,  and  advice,  as  becomes  loyal  subjects 
to  their  liege  lord.  This  ia  a  strange  plot,  devised  by  two  com- 
bined factions,  to  bear  down  a  great  and  godly  monansh.  How- 
soever, this  clandestine  covenant  was  privately  drawn  up  with- 
out the  king's  knowledge,  by  tiie  b^^ners  of  the  covenant 
here  in  Scotland  on  the  one  part,  and  the  English  puritans. on 
the  odier  part;  yet  there  was  many  noblemen  of  both  kii^- 
doms  that  w^e  not  on  this  course,  nor  privy  to  the  samen,  wlule 
about  this  council  day,  this  clandestine  band  began  to  break  out 
and  be  divulged,  whUk  took  some  stamp  in  their  stomachs, 
thinking  they  were  not  tied  to  this  privy  covenant,  and  would 
rather  follow  the  king  nor  the  chief  leaders  of  this  covenant, 
whilk  indeed  bred  heart-burnings,  and  great  and  many  malecon- 
tents,  and  great  appearance  of  distractions  and  divisions,  both  in 
Scotland  and  England,  besides  the  great  rebellion  in  Ireland ; 
who  followed  the  king,  favoured  and  bade  faster  by  him  in 
thir  days  of  distemper  within  Scotland ;  but  he  is  forced  to  quit 
them,  and  these  loyal  subjects  are  holden  incendiaries  and  plot- 
ters ;  some  taken  and  waided,  others  chased  out  of  the  kingdom, 
others  accused  most  shamefully  in  presence  of  committees,  whilk 
the  king  could  not  gainstand,  suppose  sore  against  his  will ;  his 
majesty's  most  special  friends  in  England  alw>  holden  by  parliap- 
ment  evil  counsellors ;  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  twelve 
other  bishops,  taken  and  disgracefully  warded.  The  great  de- 
puty of  Ireland,  the  king's  most  loyal  and  true  servant,  and  a 
thunderbolt  againt  our  Sa)ts  covenant,  most  cruellv  beheaded,  to 
his  majesty's  unspeakable  grief,  and  whilk  be  conld  not  ffct  help- 
ed. So  Scotiand's  Covenanters  first  gat  their  haill  wiUs,  ruled 
'  or  misruled  all ;  England,  following  their  footsteps,  goes  on  in 
the  samen  course :  so  both  in  kirk  and  policy  they  cbanffc  and 
make  laws  and  alterations,  guide  and  govern  all,  and  mMc  the 
king  yield,  subscribe,  and  consent  thereto,  albeit  sore  against 
\m  will,  <Nr  otherwise  no  peace  in  Israel.    His  majesty's  rents  in 
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Soodnf  takm  itp per  fiHrea,  to  nMisCnt  sMknmgfiaat InmmUf 
wberewbik  he  sweetly  and  nobly  dhpemwoi  Mid.KkoviM  givas 
ftdl  power  to  meddle  with  ins  refliti,  till  other  irhnwgpp  and  d»* 
'buraemeBte  (given  np^  by  the  Go'venaatere)  iv«e  finst  paid;  Ut 
firienda  and  foUowera  in  Scotland  epoQated  of  tfaair  lanaa^  rentey 
dignities,  and  offices^  in  somo  kind^  and  CoTenanten^  greatsat 
enemies  to  the  king,  prefiBrred  to  their  places,  both  in  eovncU 
and  session,  thongh  sore  against  the  will  of  this  royal  Idng,  who 
is  so  bound  up  by  act  of  pariiament  not  to  prefer  thent  to  «ny 
pnUic  oflice  witliout  consent  of  parKament,  nor  to  speak  or 
confer  with  them  without  their  advme,  aa  ye  have  in  the  thirty- 
third  act  of  king  Charles'  second  parliament.  What  odiar  acta 
and  ordinances  are  there  set  down  in  favour  of  themsehnsa, 
their  counsellors  and  soldiers,  may  be  clearly  seen  extended  iridt 
conaent  of  his  majesty,  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  hearts  and 
minds,  against  the  expectation  of  many,  and  wonder  of  all  the 
christian  world,  and  to  the  great  disgrace,  shame,  and  skaidi  of 
all  his  nunesty's  friends  and  followers. 

Thuraday  the  26th  of  May,  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen 
changes  their  presbytery  day  of  meeting  weekly  frae  Thursday 
to  Tuesday.  It  was  first  clumged  frae  Friday  to  Thursday,  and 
now  frae  Thursday  to  Tuesday.  Sic  changes  now  goes  I  Dr. 
Seroggie  compears  befwe  this  presbytery,  and  produces  under 
his  own  hand  nis  recantation  folk»wing : — 

^  Wherefore  dearlj  discerning  my  fonner  mistakingB  in  opposing  the  no* 
tional  ooFenant  of  this  kirk  and  kingdom^  I  do  now  paas  from  all  the  reasooa 
and  aigumenu  spoken  or  given  out  by  myself  alone,  or  others,  either  befooe  ov 
St  the  Ute  assembly  at  Aberdeen,  against  our  subscribing  thereof  in  aa  ftr  aa 
they  militate  against  the  oorenant,  or  utters  any  thing  to  the  prqji^ce  ihenofi 

"  And  pardcolarly,  I  now  declare  the  points  whersnpon  I  wss  queatiooed  at 
my  deposition,  and  did  not  clearly  giye  satiafaetion,  aa  follows:— 

/'  1st,  I  pio&ss  that  the  humanity  of  Christ  oogbt  not  to  be  painted  fix-  ieU« 
gieasnsc^  or  to  be  had  in  puUidc  places  of  worship. 

"Od^  That  the  kirk  of  Rome  is  an  heretical,  apottate,  and  idolatisoa  kiik^ 
and  not  the  trae  kirk. 

**  Sd,  I  now  dedaze  clearly,  that  it  is  unlawful  in  a  Christian  kirk  to  hare  or 
uae  altars,  cappings,  and  bowing  before  them,  the  priest's  habit  while  he  oflU 
dates,  such  as  surplicea,  rodiets,  and  caps,  the  table  standing  dtarway«,  and 
pi^era  towards  the  east. 

"  Mh,  I  do  also^  according -to  our  covenant,  renounce  the  Service  Book  of 
Canons  Ordination  Book^  and  High  Commission,  even  aa  they  are  coodsuiBed 
fay  our  Genesd  Assembly,  and  upon  the  samen  grounds. 

«  5th,  I  farther  do  dedare,  that  dbdt  in  the  Lord's  Supper  there  is  a  com* 
memoratisB  of  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  foe  xm,  yet  the  samen  oagbt  not  to  be  o^U 
led  pespcrly  a  saaiioe,  dther  psopitiatory  or  commeaionaave» 

**  Sth,  I  also  renounce  the  absokite  necessity  of  privaie  bn^tinn* 

<'7th»  Ideny  thessciaoientof  the  Lord's  Supper  to  be  given  todyhigper. 
MP^aasvidlatkm,  sod  think  the  giving  or  takiDg  them^  then  to  bo  i 
atitiona. 
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ddbsMof  tliu natioiiy  are  nkapplkd;  aad  do  blm  God*  thataari 
tfieluuig,  and  our  M^bovurkiiigdom  of  £nglM^  have  tekeo  notloe  oi;  and 
aamadpnlilifli,  l^  dutifiilQeai  and  loyaUgfi  of  our  natioii  thetMOMnt. 
**  911^.  And  if  aay  ocImt  tkiDg  he  ftaad  aei  out  by  si^  or  othen 
eoMraiy  lo  llie  jiiat  and  lawfal  eaoae  o£  the  oovenaoi^  1 
raU. 

letl^  Emm%,  lattowandawwIhekwftdDcaiofrHUiv  flUm  io.lfaago. 
^oftheldrk,  aad in aU Ike a«WBiUi« ihefeof. 
«'At<hepnil»3rteryof  AherdeeD,  SOliiof  May,  1^48. 

(Sic  sub.J  •*  Mr.  AL£XANI>ER  8CR0GGIE,- 

'  This  recantation  was  wondered  at  by  many,  he  biding  out  so 
long,  with  great  loss  of  means  and  credit,  but  comes  now  in,  re- 
solving to  live  in  the  town  with  his  wife  and  bairns,  and  to  abide 
his  time  with  patience. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  king^s  letter  brought  before  our  couacfl 
ihe  25th  of  May,  whilk  by  them  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  Imd 
tirhereof  the  tenor  follows : — 

•*  CHARLES,  Ssc. 

"  Right  trusty  and  T^ell-beloTed  consins  and  ootmsdlors,  we  greet  you  welL 
Although  we  have  written  our  mind  to  you  our  council,  ydt  upon  our  second 
thoughts,  arising  especially  upon  some  had  rumours  coming  to  our  knowledge^ 
We  find  it  necessary,  hoth  for  ourself  and  for  the  good  of  that  our  kingdom,  to 
declare  and  make  known  hoth  our  disposition  and  desires  more  fhlly. 

"  We  know  and  feel  the  charge  to  he  great,  and  the  place  to  be  high  where* 
in  God,  the  King  of  kings,  hath  placed  us,  and  that  we  muat  render  an  account 
of  all  our  actions  to  Him,  who  in  his  own  time  shall  Judge  all  men,  without 
exception  of  persons.  We  have  no  other  intention  but  by  our  government  to 
honour  Him  by  whom  kings  reign,  and  to  procure  the  good  of  our  people  ;  and, 
for  this  end,  to  preserve  the  right  and  authority  wherewith  God  hath  inveated 
us,  and  which  by  his  providence  hath  been  derived  to  us  by  many  princely 
progenitors;  in  which  glory  that  our  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland  doth 
paitidpate. 

"  We  did  not  require  of  yon  that  yon  should  sit  as  judges  upon  the  afiUrs  of 
another  kingdom ;  we  only  intended  to  have  both  our  sufferings  and  actions  (aa 
they  are  exprest  in  many  messages  past  betwixt  us  and  our  parliament)  maide 
iboroughly  known  unto  you,  that  since  we  have  none  besides  you  whom  we  ac- 
quaint with  our  proceedings,  yon  may  clearly  see,  that  we  have  been  so  &r 
ftom  wronging  our  parliament  of  Eng^d,  diat  we  have  given  them  all  man- 
ner of  satisfaction,  even  above  that  which  they  tbemaelvea  in  the  b^ginnii^  did 
express  or  almost  deaire,  and  aa  much  aa  oould  well  conaiat  with  the  aafirty  ef 
our  honour  and  person.  We  will  not  put  you  in  mind  of  your  natural  affectiea 
towarda  us,  which:we  know  will  be  rather  kindled  than  esLti^giitahed  h(y  (te 
dirtxess;  nor  of  year  ooveaant^  wherein  you  are  aeatous  of  onrgvpameniaid 
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wfOmitf,  and  wliidi  ■tandelli  ia  dMi  tmie  wImmId  yon  did  wmmcmA  «q1n 
Mrfbeit;  nor  of  the  many  good  kini  nuide  inoarkteporiiaiDcnt  (of  which  we 
hope  the  present  and  Bdceeeding  generationa  ahall  leap  the  that  of,  when  we«« 
dead  and  gone) ;  nor  of  the  many  piomisea  made  to  ns,  upon  which  we  were  wilt- 
ing to  yidd  to  soch  thinga  for  aetding  the  government  of  thai  oar  khigdom  in 
oitr  personal  abaenoe,  which  neither  oonld  we  have  granted,  nor  wonld  yon  haro 
craved  (as  yooradfes  did  profess),  had  our  greater  aflUia  pemitlsd  oar  resi- 
denoe  smongst  yoo,  and  wherein  we  are  most  aqjnstly  Uamed  and  calimmialsd. 
1st,  That  weare  popishly  aflfeeted*  8d,  That  we  are  the  cause  of  Moodahed  in 
Iidand.  Sd,  That  we  intend  to  faring  in  fbieign  forces.  We  hcve  do  proteat 
and  declare,  in  presence  of  Him  who  knows  the  most  secret  of  oax  aotioQa  and 
intentiona,  that  we  are  nowise  consdons  to  ourself  of  the  goiltiness  of  any  of 
the  saids  atpersions,  and  dp  take  Him  to  witness  our  innooency  therein,  who 
only  halih  the  privilege  to  be  the  Searcher  of  hearts ;  and  if  any,  after  so  foil 
and  plain  profession,  shall  distmst  this  oar  free  declaration,  we  attest  God,  that 
the  fault  is  in  the  malignity  of  their  rebellious  humours,  and  nowise  deserved  on 
our  part." 
<'  Given  at  our  court,  at  York,  the  SOth  of  May,  1649." 

This  piece  coining  before  the  lords  of  council,  as  said  is,  did 
seem  to  put  his  subjects  in  remembrance  of  their  oath  contained 
in  the  covenant  for  his  royal  prer<^tiye.  2d,  Touching  his 
usage  in  the  English  parliament.  Sd^  His  purgation  of  the  foul 
aspersions  laid  to  his  charge.  What  more  is  insinuated  I  leave  to 
the  reader.  But  it  is  true,  there  conveened  in  the  Canongate  about 
twenty-four  earls,  lords,  and  barons,  called  banders^  and  their 
followers,  who  were  contrary  to  the  covenant,  still  shewing  them 
to  be  the  king's  men ;  they  attended  to  hear  the  contents  of  the 
king's  letter  sent  to  the  council,  and  withal  ihey  themselves  sent» 
as  was  said,  a  petition  to  the  saids  lords  of  council,  under  the 
subscription  of  the  earl  of  Montgomery  (first  a  strong  Covenan- 
ter, but  now. left  the  samen),  desiring  them  to  remember  their 
national  oath,  and  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  majesty,  contained  in 
the  covenant,  and  as  good  and  loyal  subjects  to  defend  the  king's 
royal  prerogative,  now  impaired  and  encroached  upon  by  Uie 
English  parliament.  The  council  gives  no  answer  to  this  peti- 
tion. Many  barons,  burgesses,  and  gentlemen  came  over  out  of 
Fife  to  Edinburgh :  the  town  is  strictly  watched,  and  the  town  of 
Leith  both ;  none  of  the  banders  in  companies  suffered  to  come 
within  the  ports  of  Edinburgh.  In  tne  meantime,  there  is 
another  supplication  given  in  to  the  council,  of  the  whilk  the 
tenor  follows : — 

**Apud  SdMurgtm,  nUimo  die  mentis  Maff,  Anno  Domimi  IML 
^  The  which  day,  in  presence  of  the  lords  of  Secret  Council,  compeared  per- 
aonally,  Thomas  esrl  of  Haddington  ;  David  lord  Elcho  ;  Arthur  Erskine  of 
Bcotsmig ;  sb  John  Wachope  of  Niddry ;  John  Binnay  and  Thomaa  Patsrson; 
merchants  burgesses  oP  Edinburgh ;  James  Lentron,  burgess  of  St.  Andrew%i ; 
Mr.  Andrew  Ramsay,  mfaiister  at  Edhiburgh ;  and  Mr.  John  Moncrief,  minis* 
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ler  at  KinglMn;  te  HmmkiBh  tad  in  mne  of  the 

hsagfimm,  and  mtiiiilmy  oecisioiMlly  met  at  Edinbn^^  and  ^mre  in  to  the 

aaida  lofda  the  anpplioation  andawwiittaD,  of  the  whiikthe  tflwrfiiUowt:^ 


"  To  the  fight  hononxahle  the  Lorda  of  hia  M^je^y'a  Friry  GohbcU,  the 
hnmUe  Petition  of  many  NoUemen,  Gentlemen^  Batigmm,  and  Mip* 
niatera,  ocoaiionally  meeting  at  Rdinhurgh. 

"  Mott  hnmUy  iheweth, 
*'  Wheraaa  they,  iqwn  the  r^ort  of  oonvocatiooBy  nddeoly  endeafoored  and 
unexpectedly  brought  in  to  thia  eonndl  day,  fyg  the  moat  part  by  theae  who 
hare  beeivcateemed  by  the  oonntry,  and  dudknged  by  the  parliament  as  inoen- 
diariee,  plotten,  and  enemies  to  the  peace  of  thoae  kingdoms,  have  occasional-* 
ly  oonveened  at  Edinbni^h,  and  having  heard  of  letters  from  his  majesty,  and 
dedaiations  from  the  parliament  of  England,  anent  the  present  distractions  of  that 
kingdom,  they  have  reason,  ftom  bygone  esperienoe  and  present  preeomptiona, 
to  fear  the  intentions  snd  endeavoars  of  these  evil-aflfected  persons  and  their  ad- 
herents, lest  by  thebr  convocations  and  aolidtationa  they  take  occssion  of  these 
differences  to  raise  jealousies  and  divisions  betwixt  the  kingdoms;  and  consi- 
dering  the  common  inteiest  of  all  the  sul^jects  of  this  kingdom  to  preserve  thci 
late  peace,  so  happily  concluded  betwixt  the  nations,  by  the  providence  of  God, 
hia  mijesty's  goodness  and  wisdom,  and  the  mediation  of  the  parliament  of 
9oi^and,  and  so  solemnly  established  by  the  late  treaty,  oath  of  parliament, 
pnblie  faith,  and  great  seal  of  these  kingdoms,  as  in  all  other  pointi^  so  eqie* 
cially  in  those  articles  (whereunto  the  rest  are  called  but  prefaces)  for  settling 
and  entertaining  a  aolid  peace  betwixt  these  nations  in  time  coming,  lest  upon 
any  pretence  they  should  be  dashed  one  agsinst  another,  wherein  it  is  dedared 
the  duty  of  the  estates,  yea  of  every  sulgect,  for  to  conveen  ,and  suppress  any 
eril^aflSKted  persons  who  would  raise  arms  against  the  sul^ects  of  the  other 
kingdom,  without  consent  of  parliament,  as  traitors  to  the  state,  much  more  to 
petition  against  it ;  and  wherein  there  is  appointed  a  committee  of  the  estates 
ftr  conservation  of  the  peace,  in  the  interim,  between  parliaments;  all  which 
the  petitioners,  among  the  rest  of  the  good  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  didhaaard 
their  livea  to  obtain,  and  did  demand  in  the  treaty,  upon  their  dangeroua  expe* 
zience  of  the  council  of  England,  their  meddling  in  the  afiUrs  betwixt  his  ma* 
jesty  and  this  kingdom,  to  the  engaging  of  the  nations  in  war,  which  is  so  oft 
condemned  by  the  estates  of  this  kingdom  in  their  remonstrances,  pressing  that 
common  ndeof  equity,  todosf  ye  would  be  done  unto,  which  is  now  and  maybe 
retorted  on  this  kiugidom.  lAewise  desiring  earnestly  that  your  lordahips,  in 
these  publick  resolutions,  of  so  great  importance  to  thir  domimons,  may  carry 
along  with  you  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  this  kingdom,  and  prevent  that  the 
breach  grow  not  wider,  by  fUse  confidence,  grounded  upon  sudden  undeirtakinga 
of  any  persons ;  as  also  their  natural  affection  and  duty  to  their  gracious  sovereign, 
according  to  their  manifold  obligations,  and  brotherly  affection  to  the  kingdom  ef 
England,  forcing  them  to  pray  to  God,  and  desire  all  men,  according  to  their  sta*- 
tions,  to  use  all  lawfiil  means  to  breed  and  cultivate  a  good  undeisUnding  betwixt 
his  migesty  and  his  parliament,  the  surest  foundation  of  greatness  to  his  majesty 
and  happiness  to  these  kingdoms ;  likewise  toking  to  heart  the  dangeroua  con- 
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diffawmow  betwew  lik  uuda^  CDdhie  pn^kiBHiiof  Mogjtmd,  atmjadkBB 
manner  of  way  import  (which  God  Ibrhid)  an  engaging  of  yoiinelvesy  or  of 
tiieseiiallona,  inawar,  eranyiUng  thatmayleBd  tlM»a«itOb  Thaietoe^'iii 
onrown  namei,  and  insane  oflhewal^  the  nobility,  gnlrjs  hwgtweij  and 
ministen,  whose  hearts  do  and  hands  wwdd  ^  along  w(A  this  palillon,  for 
preservation  of  peace  betwixt  these  kingdoms^  they  do  in  aU  hvmility  and 
earnestness  petition  your  lordships,  in  the  depth  of  yanr  wisilwiBj  asrionsly  to 
ponder  the  oonaeqnenoss  ofyoor  anawer  tohis  m^esly  sod  1^  pndkineni  of 
Snghnd,  at  this  time;  so  that  tbewby  the  confidence  faetMsen  his  measly  and 
his  snl^eots  here  now  amongst  tfaemaelvesy  nor  betwixt  the  kuigdoins  {i 
WbkM  tending  ever  to  his  ougesty'sgKatness,  and  these  diviakma  to  his] 
diee)i  may  be  by  any  meana  weakened,  or  their  peace  endangered,  and  to  that 
and,  M  year  loedahipe  wonld  leaTeno  lawftd  mean,  acoording  to  your  vecatto 
and  Ittteraet,  nnessayed  A>r  bqfettmg  a  good  undentanding  betwixt  his  m^esqr 
andhia  parMsmenty  being  his  grsatest  and  impartial  conneil,  e^tesentittg  the 
body,  wheraef  his  m^esty  is  the  bead,  and  in  removing  die  distraoHons  (tfaeooo- 
tlnnsncB  whereof  will  ever  tronUe  the  pease  of  the  kingdom),  aoeoidiiig  to  yow 
hndships'  lost  answer;  so  abo,  seeing  Ids  mi^Jesty  reqpvies  not  that  yonr  bird* 
ih^sheald,  neither  can  your  kndshipsjndge  of  the  laws  end  piivflegee  of  aao* 
rlniBpendetttkhigdoin,  and  the  parliament  ofEnglandofifar  to  giveall  satin* 
I  eoaoemittg  any  messages  or  papers  aent  to  yonr  hirdahips  ansi 
that  yonr  lordahipa  woold  be  pleased  csiefally  to  shun  aU 
ef  veal  or  verbal  engagement,  either  directly  or  by  way  of  infiBsenee,  witfaont 
eensent  of  the  pailiament,  conform  to  treaty,  whidli  either  may  give  any  Jast 
oanse  ef  oflfenoe  to  dieir  gracious  sovereign,  or  of  jealousy  to  theh>  bratlaen  of 
Sng^d,  or  of  diseoorse  nnto  any ;  and  if  your  lordships  did  not  observe  that 
Ibrmer  role  of  equity  pressed  by  themselves  during  thir  troufalce,  to  do  nnto 
odiers  as  they  would  be  done  unto  themselves,  but  did  fall  in  the  same  tek) 
which  your  lordships  and  the  rest  of  the  estates  of  tins  kingdom  hadi  eon^ 
denmed  in  the  conneil  of  Enghmd,  and  for  this  effiaet,  ihey  but  csnnot  renem* 
her  yonr  loidddps,  that  according  to  an  artide  of  the  treaty  ibere  was  a^poins* 
ad  a  eonmisBion  (ss  independent  as  any  other)  of  so  many  of  cither  estate,  re* 
pwieming  the  whole  kingdom,  to  prevent  aD  occadon  of  division  betwfet  those 
kingdoms,  in  the  interim  betwixt  parliaments;  all  which  they  humbly lepre* 
sent  to  yonr  loidsbips'  wise  considerations,  and  expect  firom  your  lonhhipa  ao 
gmdons  an  answer  as  may  satisfy 'their  present  foais,  and  secure  them  from  dan** 
gers  in  this  interm  betwixt  parliaments,  and  thereby  prevent  aU  neceonty  of 
petitiooaofthia  kmd/' 

Whieh  snpplioation  beiBg  read,  beard,  and  oonsidered  by  tiie 
aaida  lords,  and  tbey  findmg  the  samen  to  contain  matters  of 
pabUck  concernment,  and  that  of  importance,  that  requires  ma- 
tare  deliberation;  therefore  they  continue  the  answer  of  this pe* 
tition  till  to-morrow,  and  ordains  the  haill  counsellors  in  town  to 
be  warned  to  attend  the  council  to-morrow,  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
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^  Tb«  linili  df  ^vy  council  hiviag  agdb  tead  the  petition  lAwfe-writteDi 
doetero  tlM  they  will  hare  oontidenitkm  thereof^  and  aa  they  are  moat  tender 
«nd  aenafUe  of  whataoover  may  concern  hia  mijeaty'a  peraott,  honoiir»  or  antiio* 
Tfty,  90  will  tfkey  have  a  apedal  care  not  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  Hie^Iato 
troBty^  or  which  may  inftinge  the  union  or  peaee^  or  wMken  the  confidence  he- 
twist  thoao  two  kingdoma^  «o  happfly  eafabliahed  in  hia  m^eaty'a  preaenee, 
and  wMi  hia  royal  oonaent,  in  both  parifamenta ;  and  are  oonfident^  that  aa 
ftoit  the  aaids  lorda  the  petltionevB  ndther  have  nor  dnil  hare  any  neoesaity,  lo 
they  wift  not  traaUe  themadvea  nor  the  council  hereitfter  with  aupt^oations  of 
dila  kind^"    And  ao  diasolved. 


No-w  ye  have  the  kiog^s  leUera  and  Ibis  auiipIiealiMi  oopbd: 
xmA  and  ooneider  hoik  the  one  and  the  other^  with  the  ooiinieil's 
anttwer  sent  to  the  said  sup^ioatiiMi,  whilkiBeo'stKwigriyead 
emfiisedly  set  down^  that  I  cannot  nnderstand  die  semen  petw 
£0ctly  weU,  nor  know  I  what  enewer  the  king  got  fine  the  coinieil 
to  bis  letter ;  bat  ea  some  suppeeed»  it.  was  continaed  lo  the  next 
farliament;  or  whei  answer  IJm  English  parliament  seeehredi  I 
eennot  tell.  It  waiwfound  fit  by  the  eoun^  thai  the  Idng^s  let^ 
ter  should  be  publii^ed  at  the  haill  parish  kiiks  of  Seotland^  that 
his  good  subjecta  might  see  his  uprightness  and  sincerity ;  bat  Mew 
Botert  Douglas*  one  of  the  miaieters  of  Edinbargh^  came  beUly 
t»  the  conn6ilf*hoase,  and  pnblickly  opposed  the  publication  ef 
the  samen  out  of  the  pulpits  throogh  all  Soothmd ;  whereupon 
the  council  weirt  to  adrisement,  and  condescend  to  Mr.  Robert 
Douglas'  desire,  but  withal  ordained  the  samen  to  be  prsmadly 
nrittted,  and  dispersed  through  the  haill  kingdom^  that  his  ma» 
^est/s  mind  ought  be  certified  to  all  and  every  one ;  whilk  wan 
so  done. 

It  was  plainly  spoken*  that  the  English  parliament  desired  aa» 
flistance  of  our  country  upon  this  ooeason.  Some  of  our  noble* 
vrnPf  {Nrineipal  Covenanters,  at.tUs  time  were  displeased  in  Aeit 
hearts  with  our  most  gracious  sovereign,  his  godly  govemnaent 
in  some  particulars :  let.  For  his  genml  revocation  in  his  first 
parliament,  which  bred  some  fears  in  the  hearts  of  some  lords^ 
of  ihe  erection  of  church  lands,  suppose  nothing  followed  upon 
this  revocation  to  their  prejodioe.  2d,  For  making  in  the  samen 
parliament  a  law  aaent  the  teinds,  4»lled  a  commission  of  snr-* 
renders  of  superiorities  and  tithes,  grounded  upon  the  helping  of 
the  clergy,  who  wanted  a  maintenance  and  relief  of  the  laity, 
living  yearly  under  the  bondage  of  the  lorde  of  erection  or  laick 
patrons,  which  they  thought  tended  to  their  great  hurt  and  pre* 
jndice.  Sd,  When  his  majesty  was  at  parliaasent,  upon  some 
reasons  moring  him,  he  refused  to  con^Nr  hmiours  (suiA  as  to 
make  barons  lords,  and  lords  earls,)  upon  some,  and  preferred 
others  to  the  dignities,  whereat  there  was  great  grudgings ;  and 
sicklike,  anent  the  lord  Balmerinoch's  accusation  touching  an  in-^ 
fiimous  libel  set  out  againat  his  majesty  most  unjustly,  and  for 
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the  whilk  he  was  convicted,  though  most  graciooBly  remitled 
by  his  majesty.  Upon  thir  occasions,  I  say,  thiv  laaleeonteiit 
lords  began  to  murmiir,  and  inwardly  gradge  wilii  onr  Uag^s 
most  just  proceedings,  and  strives  tolaygroHnds  for  his  owr- 
tfarow  in  royal  government ;  and  first,  they  privatdy  essay  the 
nobles,  knights,  barons,  burgesses,  and  clei^  of  Englandf  faovr 
they  were  set,  and  find  there  a  number  of  maleooatoatfl»  glad  to 
cast  oflp  the  yoke  of  obedienoe,  with  whom  there  was  seoretly 
made  a  clandestine  covenant,  so  that  ilk  ane  should  take  part 
against  the  king's  prerogative*  Now,  our  lords  being  sure  <tf 
England,  laid  the  next  coarse  to  be  sure  of  Scotland ;  but  they 
comd  get  no  ground  to  begin  the  play,  till  the  incoming  of  the 
Serviee-book  at  Edinbui^h  began.  Then  they  take  hold  of  the 
.alteration  and  change  of  religion,  and  make  it  their  quarrely 
suppose  most  unjust  in  many  men's  judgments.  Then  f^loved 
here  in  Scotland  our  covenant,  proclamations,  protestations,  and 
great  perturbations.  At  last,  thir  maleeontents  (seconded  by 
their  favourites  of  En^nd),  had  all  their  will,  and  thie  king  is 
bom  down  both  in  church  and  policy,  as  may  be  clearly  seen  in 
•his  second  parliament.  Now  all  things  being  settled  here  in 
Scotland,  as  said  is,  England  begins  to  follow  our  order  in  reli- 
gion and  church  government,  and  many  of  our  faction  strives 
against  sundry  parts  of  royal  prerogative  and  established  laws, 
wheceupon  his  majesty  could  not  credibly  nor  landibly  condes* 
eend;  whereupon  the  maleeontents  of  England^begin  to  crave 
our  Scats  assistance,  conform  to  the  fore-named  clandestine  co- 
venant, whereby  our  disorder  was  first  bred,  and  whilk  his  ma- 
jesty could  not  get  suppressed  without  forces  from  England, 
which  his  majesty  could  not  obtain  till  first  a  parliament  was 
indicted,  which  the  king  (against  his  will)  yielded  unto.  They, 
sure  of  a  parliament,  resolved  to  get  all  their  wills,  and  first  to 
get  our  turn  done,  and  thereafter  their  own,  which  bred  mjoch 
sorrow  through  all  the  king's  dominions,  as  hereafter  ye  may 
hear* 

Wednesday  the  1st  of  June,  the  committee  of  the  kirk  con- 
veened  in  the  kirk  of ^  New  Aberdeen,  by  order  frae  the  last  pro- 
vincial assembly,  anent  Mr.  Thomas  Mitchers  trials  with  Thomas 
Bell's  vife,  who  compeared  and  confessed  all  to  his  &ce.  How- 
ever, the  committee  caused  note  her  deposition,  and  referred  the 
decision  to  the  next  provincial  assembly,  where  he  was  found 
honest. 

The  foresaid  1st  of  June,  the  session  sat  down  in  Edinburgh 
for  administration  of  justice,  and  peaceably  sat  their  time. 

About  this  time,  a  meeting  drawn  on  at  York  by  the  king, 
declaring  there  the  reasons  why  he  left  the  parliament,  chiefly 
for  fear  of  his  life.  It  was  well  received  by  the  haill  country  at 
York,  and  avowed  by  all  to  his  service.  Well,  the  parliament 
boldly  sits  still,  albeit  the  king  had  commanded  them  to  rise, 
whilk  he  of  his  royal  power  lawfully  might  have  done ;  and  hia 
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aajettjr  being  abMot,  they  care  not  to  bold  (beir  parliament  goiwig 
on,  wherein  both  tlie  Covenanters  of  the  upper  and  lower  hooeee 
prevailed  still  by  a  plurality  of  voices  against  the  Idng's  friends 
sitting  there.  In  the  meantime,  there  is  provided  at  York,  a 
strong  guard  for  the  king's  person,  both  of  horse  and  foot ;  many 
malicious  pasquils  written  and  printed  against  the  king,  and 
others  written  against  his  enemies ;  a  remonstrance  also  set  out 
in  print  by  the  English  parliament,  declaring  what  they  had 
done  was  conform  to  the  laws  of  England,  observed  in  Edward  ^ 
the  second's  time,  and  in  king  Richard  the  second's  time,  which 
two  kings  were  cruelly  abused  by  their  subjects,  and  done  to 
death,  as  their  chronicles  bear ;  and  in  effect,  some  thought  they 
had  no  less  power  to  do  the  samen  to  our  gracious  sovereign,  and 
either  to  take  and  to  ward  him,  or  by  plain  force  to  kill  him,  whid& 
the  king  with  great  patience  suffered*  In  the  meantime,  they 
boldly  meddle  with  the  king's  haill  rents,  thereby  to  disable  him 
from  raising  any  forces,  if  he  were  so  disposed,  and  withal  had 
meddled  with  the  king's  haill  royal  ships,  so  that  he  could  do 
nothing  by  sea.  Thus  was  this  royal  king  pitifully  abused  by 
his  own  subjects,  to  the  admiration  of  all  christian  kings  !  It  is 
said,  the  king's  seal  was  privately  brought  to  York  to  him. 

About  the  banning  of  this  month  c^  June,  Dr.  Guild,  prin- 
dpal,  viiriently  breaks  down  the  insight  plenishing  within  the 
bishop's  house,  which  was  left  undestroyed  before,  such  as  beds 
and  boards,  &c.  and  caused  transport  them  down  to  plenish  the 
collie  chambers  and  other  work ;  joists  and  greater  timber  he 
cut  down ;  he  tirred  the  haill  toofalls  of  the  office-houses,  such 
as  bake-house,  brew-house,  byres,  stables,  yea,  and  of  some  too- 
fall  chambers  also,  and  carried  roof  and  slates  away,  wherewith 
he  roofed  a  song-school  and  slated  the  samen,  within  Bernard 
Innes'  close,  where  never  song-school  was  before.  In  the  samen 
manner  he  dang  down  the  widls  of  the  Snow  kirk  to  big  the  col- 
]^;e  dykes,  as  ye  have  heard  before.  Now  he  is  demol»hing  the 
bishop's  house;  pitiful  and  lamentable  to  behold!  kirks  and 
stately  buildings  first  to  be  casten  down  1^  ruffians  and  rascals, 
and  next  by  churchmen,  under  colour  of  religion. 

It  is  here  to  be  marked,  that  since  January,  the  beginning  of 
this  year  1642,  there  was  great  scarcity  of  white  fishes  on  all  our 
coast,  to  the  hurt  and  hunger  of  the  poor,  and  rsjsing  of  the 
price  of  meal  and  malt,  and  begging  of  the  fishermen ;  and  it 
was  reported,  that  when  the  fishers  had  laid  their  lines,  and  taken 
fishes  abundantly,  there  came  a  beast  to  the  lines  called  the  sea- 
dog>  and  eat  and  destroyed  the  haill  bodies,  and  left  nothing  on 
the  lines  but  the  heads.  A  judgment  surely  from  God  Almighty, 
for  the  like  scarcity  to  continue  so  long  as  has  scarcely  been  heard 
of  in  Scotland,  whilk  made  the  meal  and  malt  at  eight,  nine, 
and  ten  pound  the  boll,  and  all  other  meats  were  also  made  very 
dear.  Besides  this,  a  great  drought  throughout  a  great  part  of 
June,  whereby  grass  and  corns  were  burnt  up  and  dried  in  the 
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blade,  whilk  made  alto  great  scarcity  of  all  milkneas,  batter,  and 
cheese ;  but  the  Lord  amended  this  drowth,  and  upon  the  17th, 
18th,  and  19th  of  Jane,  sent  abundanee  of  rain,  to  the  great 
comfort  of  man  and  beast ;  bat  till  that  time  Jane  was  burnt  ap^ 
as  said  is.  Yet,  albeit  the  harvest  was  late,  God  seat  coma 
abandantly  through  the  groand,  for  entertaining  man  and  beaati 
but  being  transported  to  trelaod,  became  dear  and  scarce. 

Word  came  diat  the  twelve  English  bishops  that  were  warded, 
as  ye  have  heard,  were  about  this  month  of  June  put  to  liberty ; 
but  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  stayed  still  in  ward. 

The  Irishes  daily  grew  stronger  and  stronger,  using  fire  and 
sword,  and  all  manner  of  cruelties  against  man,  woman,  and 
bairn,  of  English,  Scots,  and  Irish  Covenanters,  in  their  king- 
dom, without  pity  or  compassion.  Many  fled  this  cruelty  that 
could  win  away  over  to  Scotland,  both  man,  wife,  and  child ;  aQ 
this  bred  by  the  incoming  of  our  covenant. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  22d  of  June,  the  laird  of  Corse  rode  to 
Edinburgh  to  the  committee  of  the  general  assembly  holden 
there,  by  persuasion  of  our  last  provincial  assembly,  not  of  his 
own  good  will.  He  was  made  welcome  there  by  die  brethren, 
and  had  privy  conference  with  them ;  the  parson  of  Belhelvie  was 
sent  commissioner  from  our  provincial  assembly  to  Edinburgh  to 
the  samen  committee ;  for  they  earnestly  wished  Corse  (as  an 
excellent  learned  man)  to  keep  his  own  place,  if  they  could  in 
any  case  procure  the  samen  at  their  hand  by  their  saul  commis- 
rioner,  who  was  direct  for  that  eifect,  as  said  is ;  but  let  the  bre- 
thren in  Edinburgh  do  their  best,  they  could  not  by  threatening 
nor  persuasion  alter  this  learned  godly  man  to  swear  and  sub- 
scribe their  covenant,  which,  as  he  declared,  was  contrary  to 
his  conscience,  whilk  he  would  not  balance  with  any  woiidly 
pleasure  or  preferment.  Thus,  after  several  meetings  and  con- 
farences  with  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  Mr.  Andrew  Ramsay, 
and  other  ministers  at  Edinburgh,  appointed  to  sit  upon  the  com- 
mittee for  the  general  assembly;  in  end  he  returned  home  again 
upon  the  12th  of  July.  Dr.  Forbes,  foresaid,  a  learned  divine 
and  theologue,  denjring  to  swear  and  subscribe  our  covenant, 
was  thought  a  stumbling-block  to  this  our  good  cause  and  new 
reformation. 

Upon  the  24th  of  June,  the  laird  of  Haddo  compeared  before 
the  justices  in  Edinburgh,  to  underly  the  law  for  the  alledged 
alaoghter  of  Mr.  James  Stalker,  (as  ye  have  heard  before). 
After  some  reasoning,  he  was  ordained  to  set  caution  to  cem- 
pear  again  upon  the  next  citation ;  and  so  he  returned  hooM 
again. 

Aboat  this  time,  Mr.  John  Lesly,  bishop  of  Rapho,  came 
from  that  country  to  Edinburgh,  and  from  that  to  England.  He 
said,  he  came  not  ckd  like  a  bishop,  but  with  sword  and  hanger, 
like  a  soldier.     He  went  post  to  the  king. 

Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  being  minister  at  Aberdeen,  as  ye  have 
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heurd,  began  to  Mng  in  novatiotiB :  He  would  not  baptise  a 
bairn,  yea  albeit  at  the  point  of  deadi,  but  after  preaching  on 
Sunday,  or  any  oiber  preaching  day  in  the  week.  He  .cried  out 
agiunst  conveening  at  lyke-wakes,  reading  of  Scriptures,  or  sing- 
ing of  psalms  at  that  time ;  but  the  d^ui  corps  to  ly  upon  a 
board  all  night,  without  an^  oompany ;  but  neither  of  this  could 
he  get  done.  He  brought  in  a  lecture-lesson  to  be  used  Monday 
at  night,  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  instead  of  even-* 
ing  prayers.  No  communion  given  by  Cant  for  the  space  of  two 
years  to  the  towm  of  Aberdeen,  till  first  they  wete  well  catechis* 
ed,  because  he  alledged  they  were  ignorant. 

Mr.  Henry  Pollock,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  de- 
parted this  life,  confessing  firae  his  heart,  that  his  majesty  was 
cmelly  subdued  and  bom  down  by  his  own  subjects,  as  was  re- 
ported ;  for  the  whilk  he  got  small  convoy  to  his  grave  by  the 
puritans  of  Edinburgh.  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson  at  Leuchars 
m  Fife,  was  translated  therefrae  to  be  minister  at  Edinburgh 
in  his  room. 

About  midsummer,  England  sent  to  the  committee  at  Edin* 
bnrgh  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling,  for  their 
brotherly  assistance,  conform  to  the  act  of  parliament  in  164U 

About  the  25th  of  June,  4he  lord  mayor  of  London  was  di- 
rected to  cause  make  proclamation  at  all  the  crosses  of  the  town, 
charging  all  true  and  loyal  subjects  to  come  to  the  king,  and  by- 
gones should  be  forgiven,  except  some  persons,  such  as  sir  John 
Hotham,  govemour  of  Hull,  and  others  his  capital  enemies, 
whom  Ids  majesty  was  not  to  pardon.  The  parliamentarians 
were  highly  offended  at  the  mayor  of  London  for  suffering  this 
proclamation  to  be  made,  and  for  the  whilk  he  was  present^  de* 
posed,  and  another  mayor  elected  and  put  in  his  place ;  but  first 
he  was  hastily  taken,  warded,  and  accused,  and  thereafter  de* 
posed,  for  obeyed  the  king's  command.  Yet  this  proclamation 
dxtw  the  hearts  of  many  people  to  the  king. 

Now  his  majesty  begins  to  waken,  and  is  fast  drawing  to  an 
head ;  his  faithM  followers  and  good  subiects  are  by  the  parlia- 
mentarians declared  incendiaries  and  a  malignant  party ;  he  caus*- 
ed  put  in  a  garrison  in  Newcastle,  and  diverse  lords  of  parlia^ 
ment  resorted  to  the  king ;  whereupon  the  parliament  resolved  to 
establifidi  a  eommittee  of  their  best  numb^  to  sit  constantly  at 
Westminster,  for  the  parliament,  with  like  authority  and  power 
as  if  the  haill  estates  of  parliament  were  sitting ;  for  they  durst  not 
rise  totally  up,  nor  desert  their  parliament,  lest  the  king  could 
not  be  moyed  to  indict  another  when  they  desired,  as  he  had 
more  than  reason  to  refuse.  In  the  meantime,  they  make  pre* 
paration  for  arms,  to  defend  their  own  pretended  acts  and  (nrdi- 
nanoes,  for  their  miHtia. 

Tuesday,  26th  of  June,  was  a  visitation  of  our  Oldtown  Idrk 
by  the  brethren.  The  session  was  changed  frae  after  the  fore- 
noon's sermon  till  after  the  afternoon's  sermon,  on  ilk  Sunday. 
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The  landward  elders  ihonght  tliia  burden  faesvy,  to  bide  ilk  fara- 
noon  and  buy  their  dinner  in  the  Oldtown,  whilk  wae  aUdnig 
them  at  home  in  their  own  house.  It  was  ordained  by  tbie  pre»» 
byterial  visitation,  that  ilk  master  and  mistress  of  families  la 
town  and  country,  within  this  parish,  should  come,  with  their 
bairns  and  servants,  to  the  minister's  catechising;  noisome  to 
country  people  to  come  all,  dose  up  their  doors,  and  leave  none 
at  home  to  keep  their  houses,  corns,  cattle,  and  other  goods ! 
They  ordained  the  back  of  the  high  altar  in  bishq>  Dunbar's 
isle,  curiously  wrought  in  wainscot,  matchless  in  all  the  kirks  of 
Scotland,  to  be  dung  down,  as  smelling  of  popery  and  idolatry; 
pitiful  to  behold  !  In  the  mean  time,  our  minister,  Mr.  Williun 
Strachan,  teaches  powerfully  and  plainly  the  wcHrd  of  God,  to 
the  great  good  and  comfort  of  all  his  auditors ;  he  takes  strict  a»» 
count  of  those  that  came  not  to  the  communion,  and  keep  not  the 
kirk ;  calls  out  the  absents  out  of  the  pulpits,  which  drew  in  such 
a  fair  auditory,  that  the  seats  of  the  kirk  were  not  able  to  hoM 
them ;  for  remead  whereof,  he  caused  big  up  a  loft  athwart  the 
body  of  the  kirk,  and  entered  the  wrights  thereto  in  November ; 
likeas,  with  great  pains  and  diligence  he  caused  slate  the  hsill 
body  of  the  kirk  in  summer  time  with  new  lath,  new  slate,  and 
other  new  materials,  whilk  wss  not  so  well  done  since  the  time  it 
was  first  slated,  after  the  lead  was  tirred  therefrae ;  the  too&Ue 
were  not  theeked,  because  they  might  not  be  overtaken  this  sei^ 
son.  This  Mr.  William  Strachan  was  one  of  the  best  ministens 
that  has  been  seen  at  this  kirk  of  a  long  time  bygone;  but  the 
truth  is,  the  back  of  the  altar  was  violently  pulled  down  by  di- 
rection of  Mr.  William  Strachan,  only  advised  thereto  by  Dn 
Guild,  principal  and  moderator  for  the  time,  and  had  not  thft 
consent  of  the  brethren  thereto,  as  is  said  before;  and  by  this 
glorious  timber  work  of  the  said  altar  this  new  loft  was  adorned 
and  beautified  with  gilt  pieces  and  ornaments. 

Now  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  foreseeing  thir  forces  and  ap» 
parent  troubles,  whereof  he  has  not  been  blameless  since  the 
beginning,  as  would  appear,  for  he  had  still  the  king's  ear,  and 
was  continually  upon  his  council,  whilk  he  reveals  to  our  Cove* 
nanters  by  his  letters,  whereby  they  were  provided  and  stiU  upon 
thdr  guard  to  answer  whatsomever  commission  was  sent  by  his 
majesty  here,  to  protest  against  all  manner  of  proclamations 
used  here,  and  lead  or  mislead  his  gracions  prince  (who  had 
made  up  his  forlorn  estate)  ss  he  plea^d ;  for,  first,  a  general  as- 
sembly was  ordained;  next,  a  parliament  was  indicted,  wherein 
the  king  in  aU  his  designs  both  of  kirk  and  policy  was  trampled 
dowu,  his  friends  and  followers  declared  rebels,  incendiaries,  and 
malignantB,  yea  banished  frae  their  honours,  countries,  and  es* 
tates,  and  their  enemies  planted  and  placed  in  their  room ;  mi* 
nisters  also  banished,  and  their  places  filled  up  according  to  the 
•will  of  die  Covenanters ;  others  deposed  with  indignity  md  die- 
grace  ;  and,  in  a  word,  none  but  the  king,  the  bishops,  nobles. 
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iiiiiifat6f%  and  oAavs  who  followed  tbeUiig,  ^vara  iKm  down 
{ritifiilly  with  shame  and  disgrace,  as  may  appear  in  his  acts  of 
parliament,  where  the  king^s  enemies  are  eacalted,  and  his  tme 
Iriends  and  followers  casten  down.  To  thir  haill  doings  this  mav- 
qns  of  Hamilton  was  still  privy.  The  raising  of  arms^  ihe 
GOBodng  to  Berwick,  the  treaty  of  peace,  corroboration  of  parlia- 
ment, the  kii^s  returning  to  London,  he  is  still  with  him;  he 
attends  his  majesty  until  he  saw  no  appearance  of  peace.  Then 
he  leaves  him  m  his  trouUes  with  the  parliament,  feigning  him<* 
self  to  be  mck,  and  he  behoved  to  come  to  Scotland  for  his 
health,  whilk  the  king  beheld,  and  winked  at  his  proceedings, 
whereof  he  had  gotten  some  knowledge,  suppose  too  late.  But 
the  earl  of  Lanark,  secretary  for  Scotland,  and  secretary  to  the 
Scots  council,  he  left  behind  him  with  the  king,  doubtless  for  an 
intelligencer,  who  no  question  was  still  carefid  to  acquaint  his 
own  brother-german  (and  only  npraiser)  the  marquis  of  Hamil- 
ton, with  ail  the  occummces  betwixt  the  king  and  parliament. 
Many  wondered  at  the  marquis  of  Hamilton's  behaviour  firae 
the  b^inning  of  this  covenant,  or  what  could  move  him  to  deal 
BO  politiquely  with  so  good  a  master ;  for  it  was  well  known  he 
honoured  this  marquis,  he  enriched  his  coffers,  and  denied  him 
nothing  worldly  wherein  he  could  anywise  avail  him,  in  coundl, 
in  privy-chamber,  in  bed-chamber,  still  chiefest  in  his  majesty's 
secrecy,  and  yet  he  would  stir  against  him,  and  so  behave  him- 
self under  trust,  as  bred  great  grief  to  the  king,  and  much 
trouble  both  in  Scotland  and  England,  as  after  does  appear^ 
whilk  happily  might  have  been  prevented,  if  he  had  revealed 
thw  plots  timousLy  to  his  majesty,  and  sought  his  honour,  peaccy 
and  prosperity,  as  became  a  true  and  loyal  subject,  both  foi^his 
highness,  and  weal  of  his  haiU  dominions  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  who  felt  and  suffered  ilk  one  their  own  troubles 
and  several  vexations,  as  shaU  appear  more  plainly  hereafter. 
However,  this  marquis  of  Hamilton  leaves  the  king  in  the  be- 
ginning of  thir  troubles,  but  his  brother,  as  I  have  said,  bade 
still  at  court  with  the  king,  whereby  he  had  daUy  intelligence 
what  was  doing  at  court  or  abroad.  Well,  he  comes  to  Hamil- 
ton, where  he  had  his  meetings  with  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  the 
high  chancellor,  and  other  prime  lords  of  the  covenant,  at  his 
pleasure  ;  syne,  at  the  down-sitting  of  the  session,  he  came  and 
dwelt  at  the  king's  own  pidace  at  Holy-rood-house,  attended  the 
council  days  ordinarly ;  he  had  a  strait  guard  about  him  of  his 
own  friends  and  domestics,  and  held  a  great  house,  as  was  re- 
ported. 

The  earl  of  M<Hrton  left  his  majesty  also,  and  came  to  Scotland 
to  the  king's  own  palace  of  Dalkeith,  where  he  remained  and 
dwelt  all  this  while.  General  Lesly  (now  earl  of  Leven)  brings 
over  his  lady  to  the  castle  of  Edinburgh  about  this  time,  therein 
to  dwell  t<^dier,  furnished  the  samen  for  his  own  provision, 
but  had  no  more  men  in  it  but  what  were  before,  and  his  own 
domestics. 
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;  It  woM  Kported  ahb»  tkat  there  was  aboot  twenty4biir  neUe^ 
men,  called  banders,  tliat  oonveened  in  die  Canongale  of  Bdin- 
bai^h  at  the  foresaid  eoimeil  day,  as  ye  ha^re  heard,  all  maleeoo- 
tents;  and  wexe  to  petition  the  ooancil,  desiring  then  to  keep  the 
eovenant  and  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  majesty,  and  to  defend  hia 
royal  prerogative,  now  encroached  upon  by  his  English  sub- 
jects. Of  diir  and  the  like  terms  this  petition  was  framed  by 
the  nobles  and  owners  of  the  west  coantry,  and  given  in  under 
the  sabscription  of  the  earl  of  Montgomery.  The  coaneil  gave 
no  answer,  but  diighted  the  samen,  commanding  them  to  remove^ 
which  they  did,  and  went  to  Glasgow.  In  the  meantime,  the 
ministry  of  Fife,  with  nobles,  barons,  and  burgesses,  gave  in 
also  to  the  council  another  petition,  as  ye  may  see  before.  They 
came  in  with  great  numbers,  as  the  banders  also  did.  The 
towns  of  Edinburgh,  Leith,  and  the  council,  were  guarded  with 
about  one  thousand  men  in  arms. 

It  was  reported  -that  the  Irishes  were  strong,  who  cannfly 
esiried  their  time  to  cast  off  their  yoke  of  obedience,  throogii 
the  incoming  of  our  covenant. 

Sunday  the  12th  of  June,  Alexander  Harvie,  younger,  and 
Alexander  Paip,  taylor,  were  both  excommunicated  by  Mr.  VfiU 
liam  Strachan,  minister  at  Machar  kirk,  for  popery. 

Wednesday  the  15th  of  June,  a  proclamation,  printed  in  tiie 
king's  name,  was  proclaimed  at  the  cross  of  New  Aberdeen,  for 
levying  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  soldiers,  to  go  under  the 
conduct  of  the  earl  of  Irvine,  brother  to  the  marquis  of  Ai^ll, 
for  France.  Robert  Keith,  brother  to  the  earl  Marischall,  was 
one  of  his  captains,  who  got  some  soldiers  in  this  coantry,  and 
diipped  here  at  Aberdeen. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  laird  of  Haddo,  how  he  was  pursued 
criminally  before  the  justices.  At  that  time,  he  was  forced  to 
consign  before  the  lords  ten  thousand  merks  at  the  lord  Fraser'a 
instance,  conform  to  their  decreet,  whereupon  he  relaxed  himself 
frae  the  horn ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  by  moyan,  they  lifted  up  hia 
money  beyond  his  expectation,  and  to  his  great  grief ;  but  he 
wisely  concealed  his  wrath  while  he  saw  his  time,  and  to  the 
king  goes  he ;  but  he  first  sets  caution  to  compear  the  next  par- 
liament, to  underly  the  law  for  tiie  slaughter  of  Mr.  James 
Stalker,  foresaid. 

Word  came  that  the  parliament  of  England  was  by  themselves 
to  be  adjourned,  to  order  tiie  militia  themselves  without  tiie 
king's  advice,  and  to  take  up  arms  in  their  own  defence  against 
the  king,  and  to  seek  him  at  York,  which  his  majesty  courageoua- 
ly  resolves  to  bear  out  as  a  noble  king,  conform  to  his  royd  pre- 
decessors, or  then  die  like  a  gentleman,  as  himself  said ;  and  m 
the  meantime  goes  tip  and  down  at  his  pleasure,  miskenning  the 
procedure  of  the  parliament ;  and  being  at  Beverly  Castle,  them 
was  there  presented  to  his  majesty  a  petition  fi^om  the  parlia- 
aaent,  dated  the   16th  of  July,  1642,  wheveunto  his  majesty 
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bMtUy  made  an  answer,  whilk  petitioa  and  answer  by  the  king's 
command  were  printed* 

Aboat  this  time,  there  fell  ont  great  showers  of  hailstones 
here  about  Aberdeen,  marvelloas  to  see,  being  upon  the  9th  of 
July !  but  ky  not  long,  in  respect  of  the  time  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  minister  at  Aberdeen,  and  Mr.  John  Gre- 
gory, minister  at  Drumoak,  are  chosen  commissioners  for  the 
presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  and  John  Lesly,  elder,  to  go  to  the  ge- 
neral assembly,  to  be  holden  at  St  Andrew's,  the  27th  of  July.. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  queen  went  over  to  Holland,  in  com- 
pany with  her  daughter,  with  whom  went  John  Strachan,  skip- 
per Strachan's  son  of  our  burrow  of  Aberdeen,  who  was  bom, 
bred,  and  brought*  up  within  the  said  town*  This  John  Strachan 
is  a  brave  mariner,  and  stout  cavadier :  he  got  charge  firom  his 
nu^esty  of  one  of  the  king's  yachts,  haying  twenty-four  brazen 

C'eces  upon  her,  to  follow  the  queen  to  Holland,  and  to  attend 
nr  service.  Now  the  parliament  seeing  the  king  daily  to  stand 
ont,  and  not  to  yield  to  their  wills,  and  fearing  this  otrachan's 
employment  was  not  for  nought,  they  therefore  sent  to  him 
where  he  was  lying,  and  summoned  him  to  return,  with  his 
ship  and  goods,  back  to  the  parliament,  under  pain  of  death*  He 
answered,  his  charge  was  frae  his  majesty,  and  when  he  com- 
manded him,  he  should  obey.  The  long  gets  word  of  this  charge ; 
wherenpon  he  sends  command,  under  the  pain  of  hanging,  tiukt 
he  the  said  John  Strachan  should  give  no  obedience  to  any 
charge  connng  frae  the  parliament  for  that  purpose,  whilk  he 
gladly  obeyed.  Then  they  summoned  him  a  second  time,  and 
the  king  gave  a  second  countermand ;  wherenpon  the  parliament 
sends  out  four  of  the  king's  royal  ships,  two  to  ly  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Humber,  and  two  to  ly  at  the  moudi  of  the  river 
;  by  one  of  which  ways,  they,  by  the  Hollanders,  were 
surely  advised  this  Strachan  behoved  to  go,  and  was  hastily  to 
come  to  England.  But  the  parliamentarians  resolved,  before  be 
came  that  length,  to  have  him  quick  or  dead;  of  all  which 
Strachan  has  g^od  intelligence,  and  resolves  to  take  the  sea.  He 
had  with  him  on  shipboard  the  lord  D%by  and  William  Murray^ 
who  had  gone  over  with  the  queoi,  and  resolved  now  to  return 
back  with  StrachanHo  England.  Well,  to  the  sea  goes  Strachan. ; 
two  of  the  king's  ships  follow,  betwixt  whom  there  was  some 
Agfat;  the  other  two  likewise  follows,  whilk  Strachan  espying, 
and  finding  himself  unable  to  defend  against  them  all  four,  made 
choice  to  take  flight;  and  being  speedier  under  sail,  for  that 
she  was  of  less  biuden  than  any  of  the  other  four,  goes  soundly 
and  safely  frae  them  by  phun  speed,  for  he  was  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  sands,  creeks,  and  holes,  upon  the  English  coast, 
ii4nreby  he  wisely  took  his  advantage,  and  hastilv  ran  her 
ariiore,  where  the  great  ships  durst  not  follow.  Weil,  he  takea 
out  hk  canncm,  and  mounts  them  upon  land;  he  phmts  hie 
muskets  so,  that  no  one  pinnace  nor  boat  durst  come  near  hie 
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ship,  albeit  they  were  sent  aflter  him,  but  were  dung  back  again,' 
both  by  cannon  and  musket ;  in  the  meantime^  Strachan  sent 
word  to  the  king  of  his  landing  (who  was  within  eighteen  miles 
distance)  who  hastily  sends  a  guard,  conveys  the  lord  Digby, 
William  Murray,  himself,  and  about  other  one  hundred  persons, 
to  his  majesty.  They  took  order  with  the  cannon,  moskets,  and 
ammunition,  and  let  the  ship  ly  still  there.  There  came  in  this 
ship  great  sums  of  money,  by  the  queen's  moyan  as  was  said, 
together  with  arms  for  ten  thousand  men,  ammunition,  and  can- 
non, whereof  his  majesty  was  very  joyful ;  received  Strachan, 
(whom  the  parliament  had  declared  traitor  for  his  disobedience), 
and  for  his  brave  service  knighted  him  with  his  own  hand,  to 
the  great  honour  of  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen,*  being  one  of  oar 
townsmen  bom. 

The  earl  of  Northumberland,  high  admiral  of  England,  by  fee 
and  heritage,  about  this  time,  upon  his  own  privy  respects,  laid 
down  his  admiralty,  and  gave  over  his  charge ;  and  the  earl  of 
Warwick,  at  his  own  hand,  meddles  with  his  place,  whereat  the 
king  takes  offence. 

Now  the  king  is  growing  to  an  head ;  and  the  parliamentars,* 
very  strong,  kept  parliament  daily  and  continually:  the  earl  of 
Essex  is  chosen  their  general,  and  all  such  as  &vour  the  king 
are  declared  incendiaries  and  malignant  parties  against  the  coun- 
try; therefore,  the  parliament  resolves  to  move,  or  make  the 
king  condescend  to  dieir  opinions  whether  he  will  or  not.  Ist, 
That  he  should  ratify  their  haill  acts  of  parliament,  both  for 
church  government  and  policy,  albeit  contrary  to  his  royal  pre- 
rc^fative,  and  to  the  utter  suppressing  of  episcopacy.  2d,  That 
his  majesty  should  indict  a  general  assembly,  for  getting  a  c<m- 
sent  of  the  kirk,  that  was  of  their  opinion,  to  the  establishing  of 
this  new  order  of  church  government  in  England,  as  is  now 
with  us  in  Scotiand ;  doubtless  plotted  and  desired  betwixt  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  for  their  own  ends,  and  overthrow  of  the  laws 
both  of  England  and  Scotland  made  in  favour  of  bishops,  and 
to  his  majesty's  prejudice,  wanting  the  bishops  as  the  first  of  the 
three  estates  to  sit  in  parliament.  3d,  That  his  majesty  should 
send  in  the  incendiaries  and  haill  malignant  parties,  to  be  cen- 
sured and  punished  by  parliament.  The  incendiaries  are  under^ 
stood  to  be  the  king's  loyal  subjects  and  faithful  followers. 
Thir  points  seemed  in  nowise  reasonable  in  the  king's  sight,  and 
he  utterly  denied  the  samen ;  whereupon  both  parties  went  to 
arms  sore  against  the  king's  will,  as  after  does  appear. 

The  king  seeing  no  redress  anent  Hull,  lays  strait  siege  there- 
to; but  sir  John  Hotiiam,  govemour  there<tf,  lets  out  certain, 
sluices  of  water,  whilk  overflowed  the  ground  near  about  the 
town,  so  that  by  land  no  convenient  assault  could  be  made; 
whereupon  the  king  left  the  siege,  and  rode  up  and  down  through 
the  country  making  his  fiien£hip,  to  whom  many  of  his  sub- 
jects daily  resorted. 
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«    Wednesday  (he  27th  of  July,  1642,  the  general  assembly  sat 
down  in  St.  Andrew's ;  Mr.  Robert  Douglas,  sometime  minkinr 
of  Kirkaldie,  translated  therefrae  to  Edinburgh,  was  moderator 
of  this  assembly.     The  earl  of  Dumfermline  was  commissioner 
for  the  king,  with  four  assessors,  viz. — the  chancellor,  the  mar- 
quis of  Argyll,  the  earls  of  Cassilis,  Glencaim,  Lindsay,  Wemyss, 
and  others:  diverse  barons,  gentlemen,  and  ruling  elders;  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton  and  earl  of  Morton  were  written  for,  but 
they  came  not ;  and  the  marquis  said,  he  could  noW  do  no  service 
for  the  king.     It  is  here  to  be  marked,  that  Argyll  sat  not  only 
there  as  assessor  to  the  king's  commissioner,  but  also  sat  at  this 
assembly  as  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  estates  of  Scotland^ 
who  still  opposed  the   king's   commissioners    pleading  for  the 
king's  honour ;  as  in  special,  the  assembly  received  from  him  a 
letter  frae  the  king,  desiring  them  not  to  meddle  with  the  aJBairs 
of  England,  nor  so  much  as  mediate,  lest  their  quietness  might 
be  turned  into  trouble,  whilk  they  regarded  not  as  became  in 
the  particulars  subsequent.     A  letter  came  also  to  this  assembly 
from  the  parliament  of  England,   desiring  them   to  remember 
their  covenant  and  unity  of  religion  with  England,  by  their  own 
commissioner,  whom   diey  sent  with   this  letter,  well  backed. 
There  also  came  another  commissioner,  with  a  letter  subscribed 
by  about  twenty-five  puritan  London  ministerB,  desiring  presby- 
terian  government.     Mr.  Alexander  Spang,  minister  at  Camp- 
vere,  came  also  to  this  assembly,  who  was  well  received,  and  ad- 
mitted to  vote  with  the  brethren.     There  also  came  a  letter  frae 
our  own  Scots  commissioners  lying  in  England,  desiring  the  as-^ 
sembly  to  have  conformity  with  England  in  church  government, 
and  that  our  ecclesiastic  form  should  be  written  up  to  England 
for  this  effect.     Matters  are  agitate  how  answers  should  be  sent 
to  thir  several  letters.     The  Ung's  commissioner  alledged,  they 
could  make  no  answer  to  any  of  thir  letters  but  by  the  king's 
own  advice,  and  protested  against  them.     Argyll  stood  up  and 
opposed  him,  telling  him  it  was  lawful  for  a  free  assembly  to  give 
their  own  answers ;  and,  first,  they  penned  a  pleasant  answer  to 
the  parliament's  letter ;  another  to  the  London  ministers'  letter ; 
thirdly,    to  their  own  commissioners,  to  whom   they  sent  our 
church  government,  penned  by  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  min- 
ister; and  concluded  to  solicit  his  majesty  (as  they  wrote  indeed 
to  him)  for  conforming  of  the  church  of  England  to  our  church 
government. 

At  this  assembly,  Mr.  John  Guthrie  was  simpliciter  deposed 
frae  the  kirk  of  Duffiis,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Symmer  admitted 
in  his  place.  Mr.  Archibald  Johnston  was  clerk  to  this  as-^ 
sembly,  and  was  named  ^*  my  lord"  (being  indeed  one  of  the  lords 
of  session),  but  the  moderator  was  named  *^  brother."  Strange  to 
see  !  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  looking  to  be  appointed  minister  at  Edin- 
burgh, was  disappointed  by  Mr.  George  Gillespie,  who  was  pre- 
ferred, and  he  came  again  to  Aberdeen. 

Q  q 
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Manv  acts  and  ordinances  were  made  here  at  tiua  aasembly, 
whilk  iJB  referred  herq  to  their  own  books*  They  appointed  a 
general  fast  and  prayer,  to  be  kept  through  all  the  kirks  of 
Scotland,  upon  Sunday  the  1 1th  of  September  next,  for  three 
several  causes.  Ist,  For  the  great  bloodshed,  misery,  and  cala- 
mity of  Ireland.  2d,  For  the  divisions  and  distractions  within 
Bngland,  betwixt  the  king  and  his  people ;  and  that  the  Lord 
should  bring  his  majestjr's  three  kingdoms  under  uniformity  of 
religion  and  church  government.  3d,  For  fair  and  seasonable 
weather  to  win  and  ingather  the  fruits  of  the  ground. 

This  general  assembly  nominated  and  appointed  so  many  to 
be  constant  commissioners  for  them,  to  sit  at  Edinburgh  till  the 
next  general  assembly,  as  a  committee  for  the  kirk  of  Scotland, 
to  cognosce  in  such  manner  as  if  the  haill  assembly  were  per* 
•onally  sitting ;  and  after  appointing  the  next  general  assembly 
to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh,  the  2d  day  of  August,  164S,  they 
dissolved  and  rose  up  the  6tfa  of  August. 

This  samen  Wednesday,  and  27th  of  July,  general  Lesly  lifted 
three  thousand  foot  and  six  hundred  horsed  soldiers,  well  fur* 
nished  with  cannon,  field  pieces,  and  ammunition,  and  all  other 
things  necessary,  and  marched  towards  Ireland.  Himself  ship* 
ped  (but  he  was  only  estimate  to  be  about  eighty  horse),  and 
ladd^  all  safely  in  Ireland. 

The  said  day,  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  accompanied  with  hie 
goodson  the  lord  Drummond  and  his  lady,  the  lord  Abovn, 
Charles  and  lady  Mary,  the  marquis'  bairns,  and  others,  being 
about  eighty  horse,  came  frae  Strathboggie,  rode  through  the 
Oldtown  to  New  Aberdeen,  with  sound  of  trumpet ;  the  laird  of 
Dram,  with  his  two  sons,  the  laird  of  Pitfoddels,  and  sundry 
others,  in  his  company.  The  marquis,  with  the  lord  Drummond 
and  his  bairns,  lodged  in  skipper  Anderson's  house.  Upon  the 
mom,  the  town  of  Aberdeen  gave  them  the  wine,  &c.  and  Inade 
the  lord  Drummond  burgess.  Upon  Sunday,  they  came  over  to 
the  Oldtown,  saw  the  marquis'  house  and  yards,  drank  with  the 
laird  of  Corse  and  Dr.  Gordon's  relict,  in  their  own  houses. 
The  marquis  staid  in  Aberdeen  till  Saturday  the  penult  of  July, 
convoyed  the  lord  Drummond  with  his  daughter  to  the  bridge  of 
Dee,  where  they  took  leave  frae  other,  syne  parted,  the  one 
going  south,  the  other  returning  home  to  Strathboggie.  The 
marcjuis  was  not  in  Aberdeen  since  the  ist  of  January,  1642, 
till  this  time  that  he  was  convoying  his  goodson  to  the  town. 

About  this  time,  some  tug-whitings  were  taken;  and,  by 
God's  providence,  the  fishes  became  larger,  for  entertainment  m 
the  people. 

Word  came  to  Aberdeen,  that  the  queen  mother  departed  this 
life  in  West  Flanders ;  a  great  instrument,  as  was  thought,  of 
thir  troubles. 

In  this  month  of  July,  the  young  laird  of  Gight  married  the 
laird  of  Ludquharn's  daughter ;  and  (as  was  thouglit  by  his  in- 
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•Itgatioii)  fell  iaio  some  ▼ariance  with  his  own  mother,  the  lady 
Gight,  daughter  to  the  lord  OgilTie.  He  craved  his  eyidenta 
from  his  mother,  as  he  that  was  put  in  fee  of  the  lands  of  Giglil 
by  his  goodsire,  and  his  father  was  never  infeft  thereintil,  who 
was  now  ont  of  the  kingdom  The  lady  answered,  she  could 
not  deliver  these  writs  (her  husband  being  absent)  without  his 
eonseat;  whenupon,  by  Ludquharn's  assistance,  they  resolve  to 
take  in  the  place  of  Gight,  which  she  shortly  mans  and  stoutly 
defends.  They  take  in  barns  and  laigh  bigging,  to  see  if  they 
could  gsft  the  eates  opened,  and  shot  in  at  the  baill  windows, 
where  one  William  Gordon  was  shot  through  the  shoulder  blade. 
The  earl  of  Airly,  hearing  of  his  sister's  distress,  spake  to  the 
marquis,  who  settled  this  matter  at  Leggateden  betwixt  Gight, 
who  came  thither,  and  his  mother.  Now  Gight  returning  Inbck 
Irae  Leggateden,  well  content  of  the  agreement,  John  Leisk, 
one  oP  his  own  folks,  shooting  a  volley  with  an  hagbutt  for  joy, 
bis  hand  was  shot  irae  him,  and  he  shortly  thereafter  died.  This 
hagbutt  was  plundered  by  Ludquham,  the  said  John  Leisk  being 
In  his  company,  out  of  the  place  of  Foveran ;  so  he  got  his  re- 
ward, and  this  si^e  dissolved. 

About  this  time,  Dr.  John  Gordon,  the  deposed  minister  of 
IQgin,  having  got  some  settling  in  England,  returned  to  Elgin, 
aold  his  plenishing  and  books,  made  money  of  all,  and  took  his 
wife  and  children  with  him  to  England.  Thus  is  this  honest 
man  crossed,  and  compelled  to  flee  his  native  country  and  settled 
ealling,  as  ye  may  read  before. 

Now  the  king  is  at  York ;  and  understanding  of  the  general 
assembly's  letters  written  to  diverse  persons,  as  ye  heard  before, 
and  that  the  samen  bred  great  encouragement  to  the  parliament- 
ary  faction,  thinking  surely  that  all  Scotland  was  with  them^ 
and  upon  their  course:  this,  I  say,  made  them  so  much  the  more 
bold  (standing  on  such  terms  with  the  king  as  they  did),  and 
bred  some  discouragement  to  the  king's  followers  and  JGuthful 
subjects.  However,  he  draws  to  a  head,  and  was  estimate  to  be 
about  seven  thousand  dragooners,  and  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred foot,  by  and  attour  his  trained  bands,  with  brave  captains 
and  commanders,  having  cannon,  ammunition,  and  all  other  pro- 
vision necessary,  in  great  abundance. 

The  parliament,  on  the  other  part,  sits  constantly  at  Westmin- 
ster, by  an  established  committee ;  diverse  of  the  lords  and  mem- 
bers thereof  rides  frae  the  parliament  to  their  own  countries, 
making  up  forces  of  men  of  war  to  bring  the  haill  kingdom 
under  subjection,  and  to  follow  their  opinion  by  strong  hand,  aa 
our  Covenanters  did  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland ;  and  to  this 
effect,  they  used  adl  means  possible,  and  established  a  committee 
of  war,  without  authority  or  warrant  of  the  king's  majesty.  Yet 
it  was  sud,  the  parliament  was  of  great  power  and  of  better 
government,  ready  to  meet  him  with  displayed  banners. 
.  Word  came  that  the  marquis  of  Hartford,  keeper  of  the  young 

cq2 
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prince,  was  bvertlirown  by  the  lord  Brooke,  one  of  the  parlia* 
mentars,  and  was  fled  to  one  of  his  own  castles  frae  the  king's 
service. 

About  this  time,  a  committee  holden  at  Elgin,  upon  the  lOth, 
11th,  and  12th  days  of  August.  The  justice-depute,  the  king's 
advocate,  and  justice-clerk,  were  there.  The  marquis  of  Himtlyy 
the  earls  of  Murray  and  Findlater,  the  sheriff  of  Murray,  the 
laird  of  Grant,  and  diverse,  were  at  this  committee ;  and  sundry 
others  absent,  that  should  have  been  there.  Their  business  was 
to  take  order  with  the  Clangregor,  and  John  Dugar,  and  other 
Highland  limmars,  and  with  their  receptors.  They  sat  down, 
and  fenced  their  courts  daily,  albeit  there  was  not  a  fbll  quomm 
conveened.  The  poor  country  people  are  cited  and  accused  for 
receipt  of  thir  lawless  limmars,  and  giving  of  them  meat,  drink, 
and  harboury.  They  answered,  it  was  true,  because  they  durst 
not  deny  them  entertainment  for  fear  of  their  lives  and  spoilzing 
of  their  goods.  But  no  respect  was  had  to  the  good  reason  of 
thir  poor  bodies,  but  they  were  severely  fined  and  punished  for 
their  receipt,  and  the  rascals  themselves  were  left  unpunished  or 
unsought  for.  Thus  this  committee  dissolved,  ilk  ane  to  their 
own  houses ;  and  upon  the  14th  of  August,  the  justicenlepute, 
the  king's  advocate,  and  justice-clerk,  with  their  servants,  rode 
frae  Elgin  to  Inverness,  with  little  good  to  the  country  for  their 
coming. 

The  earl  Marischall  rides  south  again  for  settling  of  bis  cus- 
toms, whilk  agreed,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter,  nothing  to  his 
mind,  and  grievous  to  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen. 

About  this  time,  the  lairds  of  Banff  and  Foveran,  and  some 
others,  leave  the  kingdom,  and  go  to  the  king,  where  they  re- 
mained a  while. 

Ye  have  heard  before  of  the  king's  forces.  He  resolves  now 
to  take  his  march,  and  raise  his  army,  upon  Monday  the  15th  of 
August,  and  go  forward  with  displayed  banners,  and  set  up  his 
standard  at  Nottingham,  whilk  courageously  be  did. 

Prince  Rupert,  his  majesty's  nephew,  being  taken  by  the  em* 

Eeror,  and  kept  by  the  space  of  three  years  in  sure  custody  and 
eeping,  is  at  this  time,  by  the  emperor,  ransom-free,  put  to  li- 
berty, who  quickly  takes  journey  towards  his  uncle,  the  king  of 
Britain,  where  he  was  joyfully  received,  and  heartily  made  wel- 
come ;  and,  as  was  said,  sent  freely  by  the  emperor  to  onr  king 
to  help  him  in  thir  troubles.  Well,  ho  is  preferred,  and  made 
commander  over  the  king's  horse.  The  earl  of  Crawford  like- 
wise comes  to  him ;  he  is  made  welcome,  and  created  commander 
of  the  volunteers.  The  king  takes  order  with  the  commissioners 
of  array,  through  all  the  shires  and  counties  (whilk  we  call 
mapanshawmgsj  ;  he  charges  all  manner  of  men  to  conveen  to 
his  standard,  conform  to  the  English  laws,  under  pain  of  trea- 
son ;^  and  finding  the  parliamentars  disobeying  and  not  coming 
to  his  standard,  he  forthwith  caused  discharge  their  parliitment. 
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dmnmaiidiDg  them  to  rise  ap  and  diteolve,  and  declared  the  earls 
of  Essex  and  Bedford,  the  lord  Brooke,  and  some  others,  traitors* 

On  the  other  part,  the  earl  of  Essex,  general  of  ihe  horse 
forces,  hastily  draws  to  a  head  with  a  brave  ariny,  and  gave^oot 
that  they  had  no  purpose  against  the  king  himself,  hut  only 
against  his  counsellors,  malignant  and  incendiary  persons,  (who 
indeed  were  his  majesty's  most  loyal  and  true  subjects,  biding 
by  him  most  faithfully  in  thir  his  miserable  distresses),  and  ro» 
solved  to  take  them  frae  the  king's  back  per  force,  as  they  who 
were  enemies  to  their  ungodly  and  treasonable  procedure  against 
his  sacred  majesty,  seeking  to  defend  his  royal  prerogative  with 
their  lives,  lands,  and  goods,  against  thir  rebellious  parliamentars. 

Upon  the  23d  of  August,  one  Crighton,  brother-germaQ  to 
the  laird  of  Frendraught,  was  unhappily  slain  at  — ,  by  Adam 
Gordon,  a  young  boy,  with  a  pistol.  He  was  son  to  James 
Gordon  in  Fechil,  of  the  folks  of  Curridon,  and  servitor  to  *— 
Urquhart  of  Crombie.  Dunbar  of  Burgie,  good-brother  to  the 
laird  of  Frendraught,  had  drawn  on  a  meeting  betwixt  Crombie 
and  Crighton,  who  then  stood  not  in  good  terms,  where  Mel* 
drum  of  Iden  was ;  but  this  meeting  turned  tragical,  and  Crom- 
bie, with  his  boy,  and  Iden,  bastUy  fled  the  country,  and  wan 
away  safely. 

Our  gracious  king's  goodness  is  abused,  and  daily  more  and 
more  provoked  to  wrath  by  his  disloyal  parliamentars ;  for  when 
first  his  majesty  was  conditionally  content  to  recal  his  declara* 
tions  of  treason,  and  take  down  his  standard,  now  they  will 
have  him  to  quit  his  true  and  loyal  subjects,  without  whom  we 
can  have  no  being,  and  they,  with  the- earl  of  Strafford,  put  out 
of  the  gate ;  then  the  king  should  stand  alone,  that  they  might 
do  with  him  as  they  pleased.  But  his  majesty  more  generously 
would  protect  and  defend  them  the  better,  whom  the  parliament 
sought  to  destroy  for  his  cause,  and  held  and  maintained  them 
as  his  good  subjects,  who  approved  themselves  faithful  in  the 
troubles  which  followed.  Now  the  parliamentars  most  rebel-' 
liously  begin,  at  their  hand,  to  meddle  with  the  king,  the  queen, 
the  young  prince,  and  all  their  rents ;  takes  in  the  ships  royal ; 
they  leave  him  nothing  in  property  whereon  to  live;  his  castles 
and  towers  and  strengths  they  take  frae  him ;  the  prelates  and 
their  dependants,  with  the  papists  and  their  lawful  rents,  they 
meddle  with.  So  that,  in  effect,  this  gracious  king  is  robbed  of 
all  means,  friends,  and  moyan,  belonging  to  him,  his  queen,  the 
young  prince,  and  of  his  worthy  prelates ;  all  done  to  him  by  his 
own  unnatural  subjects,  of  purpose  to  draw  him  per  force  to 
their  lawless  opinion.  But  the  Lord  disappointed  their  expecta- 
tion ;  albeit,  his  rents  and  revenues  in  Scotland,  pertaining  to 
him  and  his  queen,  was  in  like  manner  taken  frae  him  by  his 
disloyal  subjects,  under  pretence  to  pay  their  debt,  contracted  in 
thir  troubles,  whilk  they  call  the  good  cause.  Notwithstanding 
of  all  thir  grievous  affictions,  he  raises  his  standard,  as  ye  have 
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lieanLbefiKrey  «t N#tlinglnm,  not  pMring  two tlmainnd  men,  and 
88  little  money  to  pay  them ;  kowever  the  Lord  daily  more  and 
■Kire  prospers  him,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter. 

Upon  Sunday  the  28th  of  Angust,  Mr.  Aadrew  Gant  and  Mr. 
John  Oswald,  two  of  the  ordinary  ministers  of  Aberdeen,  gave 
the  oonmimiioD,  the  first  in  the  old  kirir,  and  the  second  in  the 
new  kiric.  They  gave  the  bread  to  one  or  two  nearest  Aem, 
then  the  bason  by  an  elder  was  set  before  the  people  down  the 
Aboard,  and  ilk  man  took  his  communion  bread  with  his  own  band 
4mt  of  the  bason.  The  minister  thereafter  gave  the  cup  to  one 
on  ilk  side  sitting  nearest  him,  and  so  ilk  commnnioant  gave  the 

ap  to  others,  sitting  at  the  tiMe,  but  not  kneeling,  as  was  used 
^nre,  whereat  son^y  people  murmured  and  grudged,  but  could 
notamend  it. 

Upon  the  29th  of  August,  Dr.  Guild,  at  his  own  hand,  caused 
brake  down  the  great  oaken  joists  within  the  biBhop's  house,  and 
transported  them  therefrae  for  reparation  of  the  college.  Fldful 
to  see  so  glorious  a  building  thus  thrown  down  by  despiteful  8<d- 
diers,  and  then  demolished  by  doctors  of  divinity  I  This  Dr.  Guild 
being  principal,  began  to  preach  there,  as  ye  have  heard  before, 
but  about  Laimnass  he  began  to  weary,  and  left  off  any  more 
preaching ;  whereat  his  auditors  were  nowise  displeased ;  for  they 
had  no  pleasure  of  his  unsavoury  sermons  ;  the  students  wishing 
rather  to  be  at  their  lessons,  and  the  town's  people  at  their  work, 
than  hearing  him. 

About  the  last  of  August,  the  laird  of  Haddo  came  home  irae 
England  knighted.     He  brought  with  him  some  dainty  horses. 

Upon  the  2d  day  of  September,  lady  Henrietta  Stuart,  mar- 
chioness of  Huntly,  departed  this  life  in  France,  and  was  buried 
in  her  mother's  grave  at  Lyons :  a  virtuous  reverend  lady,  bom 
in  France,  and  married  in  Scotland,  where  she  bare  her  honour* 
aUe  bairn-time,  and  in  her  widowhood  and  old  age,  by  cruelty 
of  the  kirk,  for  her  religion  is  forced  to  flee  her  country,  and  go 
into  France,  where  she  died,  as  said  is.  Her  eldest  son  the  nuuv 
quis  succeeded  to  her  life»rent  lands  of  the  Bog  and  plough  lands ; 
a  matter  of  about  sixscore  chalders  victual,  and  a  good  help  to 
his  distressed  estate ;  but  bad  no  more  but  the  chamberlainry 
thereof. 

The  earl  Marischall  is  forced  by  plain  moyan  to  set  sir  William 
I^k  five  years  tack  of  the  customs  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff,  and 
that  for  payment  of  twelve  thousand  merks,  and  a  tun  of  French 
wine,  whilk  tack  the  said  sir  William  Dick  presently  sets  to 
Patrick  Lesly,  provost,  in  subtack,  and  he  obliged  him  to  re- 
lieve him  of  the  tack-duty  at  the  earl  Marischall's  hands.  Thus 
(sueh  was  the  iniquity  of  the  time)  Patrick  Lesly  gets  thir  cus- 
toms, against  the  noble  earl  and  all  his  enemies  in  Aberdeen, 
whereat  many  marvelled.  It  was  said  he  gave  the  earl  quietly 
one  thousand  dollars  for  his  oversight  to  this  five  years  tadc; 
however  the  earl  had  ten  years  tack  to  run  (unset)  after  expira* 
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ffam  of  the  siid  &re  yeara  taek,  for  lie  Udgvttira  s  fifteen  yem^ 
lack  in  all. 

Upon  Tnesday  the  6th  of  Septeinber,  Mr.  JiAm  Ghregoryy 
nsoieier  at  Dramoak,  at  the  visitation  of  the  kirk  of  New  Aber- 
deen, teached  moat  learnedly  apon  the  foortk  Terse  of  the  seeond 
chapter  of  the  Colossians,  and  reprehended  the  order  of  oar  kirk, 
and  new-brottght  in  points.  Mr.  Andrew  CSant,  sitting  beside 
the  reader,  as  his  use  was,  offended  at  thb  doctrine^  qvieUy 
dosed  the  reader's  book,  and  laid  down  the  glass  before  it  was 
run,  thinking  the  minister  should  the  sooner  make  an  end ;  bvt 
he  beheld  and  preached  half  an  hour  longer  than  the  time^ 
Sermon  being  ended,  the  brethren  oonveen  to  their  Ti8itatki% 
where  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  impunged  this  doetrine,  desiring  the 
said  Mr*  John  to  put  the  same  in  write.  He  answered,  he  would 
not  only  write,  but  print  his  j»eaching,  if  need  so  required,  and 
abide  by  all  that  he  had  teached,  as  orthodox  doctrine.  The 
brethren  heard  all,  and  had  their  own  opiniona,  but  without  any 
more  censure  they  dissolved,  somewhat  perturbed  with  Califs 
ouriositv.  Upon  Thursday,  he  railed  out  in  his  semion  against^ 
the. said  Mr.  John  Gregory's  doctrine,  and  on  Sunday  lUce wise. 
At  last,  by  mediation  of  the  town's  baillies,  at  a.  cup  of  wine, 
they  two  were  agreed,  and  settled  with  snudl  credit  to  Canlfs 
business. 

There  came  word  to  Aberdeen,  that  the  Engtish  and  Scots 
Covenanters  residing  in  Ireland  were  pitifullv  wtressed,  spoU* 
sied  of  their  goods,  and  reft  of  their  lives.  After  general  Lesly'a 
going  into  the  country  the  native  Irishes  declarod  they  woidd 
lay  down  arms  at  the  king's  feet,  but  not  to  the  Soetlidi  and 
English  rebels. 

Upon  the  foresaid  6th  of  September,  the  master  of  Lovat^ 
now  come  from  his  marriage  with  general  Lesly's  seeond  daiq^h* 
ter,  came  with  her  to  Aberdeen,  having  her  eldest  brother  the 
lord  of  Balgouny,  the  lord  Elcho,  sir  John  Rutkven,  and  some 
others  in  company.  They  got  the  banquet  firae  the  town,  and 
little  thanks  given  therefor.  They  rode  to  the  laird  of  F»n^ 
draught's  house,  whose  eldest  son  had  been  married  to  an  elder 
danghter  of  the  said  general  Lesly's,  now  earl  of  Leven ;  but  she 
departed  this  life  shortly,  leaving  an  only  daughter  behind  hen 
There  they  were  well  entertained ;  from  timt  they  rode  to  Mnrray 
to  the  lord  Lovat's  house,  and  frcnn  that  the  Highland  gate  re* 
turned  to  Edinbiurgh. 

About  this  time,  there  came  in  quietly  to  Aberdeen,  one  called 
Othro  Ferrendail,  an  Irishman,  and  a  skinner  to  his  callings 
fovoured  by  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  and  by  his  moyan  admitted  free« 
men.  He  was  trapped  for  preaching  on  the  ni^t  in  some  houses 
of  the  town  before  their  fiunilies,  with  close  doors,  noctomal 
doctrine  or  Browninne,  as  was  said,  of  whom  ye  may  read  OMHre 
hereafter.  . 

About  the  lOth  of  September,  the  earl  of  Irvine,  lawful  bro* 
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tber  to  the  marquis  of  Ai^II,  taking  ap  a  re|[[imeiit  for  Fraace^ 
came  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  his  own  good-brother,  who  was 
well  entertained  in  Strathboggie,  and  got  forty  soldiers  frae  him 
to  help  his  regiment.  From  that  he  came  to  Aberdeen,  and  was 
blythly  banqueted ;  his  soldiers  were  shipped  here  at  Aberdeen, 
under  the  conduct  of  lieutenant  Blair,  and  thereafter  other  men 
were  shipped  for  his  regiment,  with  lieutenant-colonel  Gordon, 
brother  to  the  laird  of  Abergeldie. 

Saturday  the  10th  of  September,  George  Thomson,  master 
mason,  new  come  frae  Strathboggie  to  Aberdeen,  suddenly  fell 
over  Thomas  Thomson's  stair,  and  with  the  fall  became  speech- 
less and  senseless,  and  departed  this  life  upon  the  Thursday  there- 
after. An  excellent  mason,  of  singular  device ;  he  builded 
sundry  brave  buildings ;  among  the  rest,  he  re-edified  the'6teq»le 
of  the  College  kirk  of  Old  Aberdeen. 

About  the  same  sime,  Thomas  Urquhart,  chirurgeon  in  Aber- 
deen (beiiig  drunk)  fell  over  William  Watson's  stair  in  the  Nether- 
kirk-gate  of  Aberdeen,  about  seven  hours  at  even,  and  imme- 
diately departed  this  life,  being  carried  home  to  his  own  house. 
Pitiful  accidents  in  this  good  cause  ! 

Upon  Sunday  the  11th  of  September,  and  Wednesday  there-' 
after,  a  fast  was  solemnly  kept  in  both  Aberdeens,  and  through 
all  the  churches  of  Scotland,  by  direction  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, as  ye  have  before.  The  motives  were,  first,  the  troubles 
betwixt  the  king  and  the  parliament  of  England.  Secondly,  to 
pray  for  uniformity  in  religion,  doctrine,  and  discipline,  throng 
EIngland,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Thirdly,  for  settling  all  male- 
contents  in  Scotland,  that  we  may  live  in  peace.  Fourthly,  for 
fair  weather,  to  ingather  the  fruits  of  the  ground.  This  fast  was 
solemnly  kept  in  both  Aberdeens  on  Sunday  and  Wednesday 
thereafter,  and  in  New  Aberdeen,  so  precisely,  that  no  booth 
door  durst  be  opened  on  Wednesday  till  both  forenoon  and  after- 
noon's sermon  were  ended  that  day. 

Tuesday  the  20th  of  September,  Mr.  Alexander  Scroggie, 
younger,  exercised  here  very  learnedly  in  Old  Aberdeen  bofore 
the  presbytery,  to  his  great  commendation.  He  was  preferred 
to  be  minister  at  Forglen,  albeit  deposed  from  his  being  regrat 
in  the  college  of  Old  Aberdeen,  as  ye  have  heard  before.  Mr. 
William  Scrc^gie,  his  brother,  thereafter  exercised  likewise 
learnedly.  It  is  said  at  this  time  the  presbytery  found  it  expo* 
dient,  that  baptism  should  be  given  upon  any  day,  as  well  as  on 
a  preaching  day,  when  the  bairns  were  weak,  contrary  to  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  and  his  associates. 

Ye  heard  before  how  Dr.  Guild  took  down  the  fair  oaken 
joists  out  of  the  bishop's  house ;  now  about  this  time  he  likewise 
causes  tirr  and  take  off  the  slates  off  of  thir  houses,  and  cairied 
them  down  ttf  theek  a  song^school,  newly  made  up  by  him,  of  an 
house  within  umquhile  Bernard  Innes's  close ;  he  caused  break 
down  beds,  boards,  and  other  fine  wainscot  timber  work,  and 
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iNNMigbt  them  dbwn  to  dte  college,  to  be  employed  tbere  at  his 
Ij^easure.  He  also  tirred  the  latrons  in  the  college^  whereby  the 
atttdeats  had  not  auch  natural  easement  as  before»  whereupon  fol- 
lowed, in  despite  of  him,  that  both  the  stairs,  chamber  doors^ 
and  close,  were  nightly  abused ;  yet  some  time  after  this  it  was 
tbee]^ed  again. 

About  this  time,  the  earls  of  Dumfermling,  Kinnou},  Airlie, 
the  lairds  of  Banff,  Foveran,  and  diverse  others,  came  home  frae 
England*  The.  laird  of  Banff  was  made  lord  Banff,  and  at  the 
aanie  time  the  young  laird  of  Frendraught  was  made  viscount  of 
^1 —  lord  Crighton ;  but  his  father  would  not  change  his  style^ 
but  be  called  laird. 

Wednesday  the  28th  of  September,  being  Michael-even,  Patrick 
Lesly,  a  strong  Covenanter,  was  chosen  provost  of  Aberdeen,  Mr. 
Robert  Farqu^,  John  Lesly,  Thomas  Mortimer,  and  Alexander 
Jaffiray,  baillies,  for  an  year.  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum, 
sheriffs-principal  of  Abeideen,  and  Thomas  Fraser  of  Strichen, 
flberiff-principal  of  Inverness,  by  commission. 

About  this  time,  sir  John  Lesly,  eldest  son  to  the  deceast  laird 
of  Wardbouse,  came  home  out  of  Germany,  but  his  father's  fair 
estate  was  delapidated,  and  little  or  nothing  left  him  whereupon 
to  live,  so  that  he  behoved  tor  shift  for  himdelfi  and  went  south  to 
Edinburgh. 

Sunday  the  2d  of  October,  Alexander  Sandison,  messenger, 
awore  and  subscribed  the  covenant  after  sermon  in  Old  Aber- 
deen, in  presence  of  the  congregation,  compelled  thereto  against 
bis  wiU. 

Ye  heard  before  how  his  majesty  had  raised  his  standard  at 
Nottingham,  with  abput  two  thousand  men,  and  very  scant  of 
monies,  a^  was  reported ;  pitiful  to  behold  I  Ilk  day  news  coming 
to  Aberdeen,  sometimes  of  the  king's  victories,  whereat  his  true 
aabjectsr^oioed;  otherwise,  that  the  parliamentars  were  victo* 
rious,  whereat  die  puritans  and  their  faction  avowedly  rejoiced ; 
but  when  they  heard  of  the  king's  victories,  they  dropped  like 
dead  upon  the  cwogey. 

Woitl  came  to  Aberdeen  about  the  27th  of  September,  how 
•prince  Rupert  had  taken  in  Worcester,  after  a  brave  fight. 
General  Essex  advancing  towards  them,  sent  some  troops  to  keep 
the  gates,  and  some  horsemen  of  his  lifeguard,  but  they  made  a 
&al  retreat.  There  were  seven  hundred  parliamentarians  killed, 
four  colours,  and  diverse  prisoners  taken ;  but  one  colonel  Sands 
did  oppose  prince  Rupert  manfully,  whereby  also  some  of  the 
king's  men  were  killed  and  sore  hurt.  After  this  victory,  there 
•flocked  didly  out  of  all  shires  many  of  his  good  subjects,  whereby 
he  was  now  growing  to  an  head,  and  bad  his  army  botJx  of  horse 
aad  foot  in  good  ordiar  and  posture. 

About  this  time,  marshal  Ruthven,  with  some  Dut^h  com- 
manders, came  frae  Germany  and  kmded  in  England;  he  offer- 

R  r 


SOO  HISTORY  OF  THB  .    lAmno  l«4flL 

ed  his  service  to  his  majesty,  was  well  receiyed,  and  did  him 
singular  service. 

About  this  time,  there  were  sent  to  the  English  parliament  the 
earl  of  Cassilis,  the  lord  Maitland,  sir  Archibald  Johnston,  laick 
elders;  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson;  Mr.  Robert  Douglas;  Mr. 
George  Gillespie,  minister  at  Edinburgh ;  Mr.  Samuel  Rubier- 
ford,  minister  at  St  Andrew's ;  Mr.  Eleazer  Borthwick,  minis- 
ter at  ;  to  treat  upon  uniformity  in  religion  and  churdh  go- 
vernment, as  was  spoken  before  in  the  parliament  passages* 

Now  the  king  marches  for  London.  General  Essex  resolves 
to  give  him  hattle  before  he  come  there ;  both  armies  went  on  in 
others  sight  to  Kenton,  near  Banbury,  where  the^e  was  a  large 
plain  field  fit  for  the  purpose.  The  king  goes  to  council  of  war, 
resolves  to  fight  on  Sunday,  against  his  will,  saying,  **  Then  since 
it  is  so,  let  God  fight  his  own  battles  upon  his  own  day." 

Thereafter,  while  as  his  majesty  was  riding  up  the  forefront  or 
head  of  the  army,  and  immediately  before  he  joined  battle,  he 
made  a  speech,  and  commanded  the  seventh  psalm  (much  to  the 
purpose)  to  be  publickly  sung,  to  the  great  joy  of  his  soldiers, 
who  threw  their  caps  in  the  air,  crying  out,  God  save  the  king  I 
Forward !  forward  ! 

Whereupon  his  miuesty  gave  order  to  charge ;  prince  Rupert 
commanding  the  right  wing.  Felt  marischal  Ruthven  the  left 
wing,  and  the  earl  of  Lindsay  the  main  battle.  Prince  Rupert 
at  the  first  charge  routed  the  enemy's  left  wing,  and  Ruthven 
shortly  after  (though  with  some  more  difficulty)  did  the  samen 
to  their  right  wing,  and  both  pursuing  the  chace,  left  the  main 
battle  naked,  so  as  the  standard  being  in  the  van  of  the  king's 
foot,  having  long  sustained  the  haill  of  the  enemy's  force,  and 
born  down  with  numbers,  there  was  killed  to  the  king  the  earl  of 
Lindsay,  the  lord  Aubigny,  sir  Edward  Varwein,  standard- 
bearer,  and  the  standard  taken,  but  quickly  regained  by  a  pri- 
vate man,  called  Smith,  who  was  made  thereafter  the  king's 
standard-bearer  in  all  fields,  and  created  the  first  banneret  in  ^all 
England,  and  knighted  for  this  piece  of  service.  Diverse  other 
brave  gentlemen  besides  were  killed  and  cruelly  wounded,  and 
sundry  taken  prisoners,  such  as  the  lord  WiUoughbv,  son  to  the 
said  earl  of  Lindsay,  general  of  the  foot  army,  colonel  William 
Vavasour,  and  others.  It  is  said,  after  the  taking  of  the  standard, 
the  king  with  his  reserve  came  courageously  forward,  and  reco- 
vered the  samen,  by  means  of  the  said  Smith.  By  this  time- 
prince  Rupert  and  Ruthven  returned  frae  the  chace^  which  if 
they  had  not  followed  so  far,  the  standard  had  not  been  taken, 
and  the  enemy  had  been  utterly  overthrown.  But  shortly  after 
their  return,  the  enemy  was  routed,  and  all  defeated ;  the  king 
himself  being  approved  for  his  valiancy  and  courage,  to  the  great 
Joy  pf  his  army,  whom  he  was  still  exhorting ;  and  if  the  night 

*  not  come  <m,  his  majesty's  army  had  cut  Uiem  all  off.    Bsaer 
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fled  to  the  caitle  of  Warwick.  There  was  kiUed  to  him  ahout 
five  thonaand  men ;  and  twenty-seven  colours,  twenty-eix  cor- 
nets of  horsemen's  colours,  eleven  pieces  of  great  ordnance,  and 
thirty  waggons  full  of  ammunition,  were  taken.  There  were  kill- 
ed to  the  king  about  two  thousand  men,  besides  the  persons 
above-mentioned.  It  is  said,  the  king  led  on  his  troops  very  fair, 
and  escaped  the  shot  of  a  cannon  within  a  yard,  still  crying, 
**  Fight  for  Gk>d  and  the  king  and  the  protestant  religion,  and 
God  will  fight  for  you.''  The  commanders  behaved  themselves 
bravely:  sir  Thomas  Austine  wan  much  honour;  the  earl  of 
Crawford  and  Edward  Syrton,  whose  regiment  was  last  in  the 
field,  whereof  his  majesty  took  special  notice.  This  battle  was 
fought  upon  Sunday  the  23d  of  October,  in  a  morning,  upon  a 
fidr  muir  of  heather,  betwixt  Banbury  and  London.  It  is  said, 
before  this  battle  his  majesty  went  from  Shrewsbury,  and  past 
by  the  earl  of  Essex,  who  being  advertised,  followed  with  all 
diligence,  so  that  the  two  armies  came  in  sight  of  one  another 
the  temen  Sunday  morning,  and  the  king  and  all  his  army  stood 
in  battle  array  the  haill  night  after  the  battle.  Upon  the  mor- 
row, his  majesty  went  first  to  Banbury  town,  where  my  lord 
Peterborough  (who  fled)  had  a  regiment  against  the  king  for  the  . 
parliament,  and  who  also  refused  his  majesty  entrance  within 
the  town :  he  therefore  caused  shoot  an  ordnance  over  the  town, 
whereupon  the  mayor  and  others  came  forth.  His  majesty  gave 
them  all,  young  and  old,  quarter  for  their  lives,  but  gave  the 
pillage  of  the  town  to  his  soldiers.  Then  his  majesty  past  to 
the  lord  Soy's  house ;  himself  being  absent,  and  his  lady  being 
brought  out,  she  went  safely,  but  her  house  was  pillaged.  The 
lord  Saint  John,  a  great  man  for  the  parliament,  was  likewise  in 
ibis  battle  killed. 

The  king  went  then  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  most  joyfully 
received  with  universal  acclamations.  There  was  brought  in  be- 
fore him  all  the  colours  and  comets,  in  triumph  of  victory.  His 
majesty  directed  the  most  part  of  his  horse  to  a  place  on  the 
Thames  called  Feavly,  twenty^five  miles  from  London,  and  sent 
1^  John  Barrow  with  a  proclamation  to  the  citiasens  of  London 
and  Westminster,  with  pardon  to  all  (twenty-eight  persons,  who 
chiefly  did  oppose  the  king,  only  excepted),  upon  provision  they 
would  yield  and  come  in  to  his  majesty,  and  that  they  would 
neither  aid  nor  assist  Essex  with  men,  money,  nor  plate.  After 
ibis.  Felt  marischal  Ruthven  is  preferred  to  be  general  of  the 
king's  foot  array,  in  place  of  the  late  earl  of  Lindsay,  now  de- 
ceased. Great  numbers  of  people  frae  all  comers  of  the  country, 
daily  after  this  battle,  came  unto  the  king. 

It  is  said  that  Essex  sent  about  sixteen  couriers  or  posts,  ilk 
ana  after  another,  to  London,  to  shew  the  parliament  his  bad 
success ;  whereat  they  were  so  afraid,  that  they  left  Westminster, 
where  the  parliament  sat,  and  went  into  the  city  of  London  for 
more  security,  being  a  mile  distant  therefirae ;  they  shortly  went 
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away  and  meddled  with  the  kiag's  third  eon  the  duke  of  Glem-- 
cester  and  his  eister,  in  compaay  with  the  lady  RoxlMirgh,  their 
foster-mother,  and  placed  them  in  the  marqais  of  Worcenter'a 
house,  in  Broad-street  of  London,  now  pertaining  to  the  l#rd 
Crighton.  They  caused  beat  down  Windsor  bri<i^e,  with  some 
others,  to  stop  the  king^s  passage ;  also  Kingston  bridge.  They 
drew  a  ditch  about  Hyde-park,  to  hold  off  his  forces ;  and  thus 
all  England  is  in  an  uproar,  whilk  I  pray  Grod  to  settle  in  peace, 
to  the  shame  and  confusion  of  the  plotters,  projectors,  andde- 
Tisers  of  this  ungodly,  unkindly,  and  unnatural  war,  to  his  own 
glory,  and  honour  of  his  servant  our  king,  who  daily  nuMre  aad 
more  is  proToked  to  wrath  and  anger  by  his  disobedient  and  dis- 
loyal subjects ! 

Upon  the  third  Tuesday,  and  18th  of  October,  the  provincial 
assembly  sat  down  in  the  session-house  of  the  kirk  of  New  Ab^ir* 
deen.  I>.  Guild  our  principal  was  chosen  moderator,  to  con- 
tinue, as  use  is,  to  the  next  provincial  assembly.  IVfr.  David 
Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  last  moderator.  The  deposed  Dr« 
Scroggie  preached  upon  the  morn,  by  appointment  of  the  presby-* 
tery,  and  being  thereafter  censured  by  the  brethren,  is  found 
facdty  in  some  points.  Ist,  For  not  praying  for  the  distressed 
kiric  and  state  of  Ireland.  2dly,  For  alledging  that  no  innova^^ 
tions  could  be  brought  in  by  subjects,  either  in  church  or  policv, 
against  the  will  and  authority  of  a  monarch ;  but  this  past  quickly 
without  more  din. 

Mr.  Thomas  Mitchel,  parson  of  Turriff,  being  accused  for 
adultery  in  the  last  provincial  assembly,  as  ye  have  heard  before, 
produced  before  the  committee  appointed  for  his  trials  here,  fit* 
mous'  testimonials,  under  the  subscriptions  of  the  provost,  bailBes, 
minister,  and  reader  of  Couper  of  Fife.  These  women,  in  their 
own  presence,  had  sworn  quite  contrary  to  their  first  deposition, 
and  ^at  they  were  persuaded  and  enticed  to  make  up  that  slan-s 
der.  The  testimonials  were  found  sufficient,  and  besides,  they 
took  him  deeply  sworn  upon  his  innocence,  whereupon  he  was 
absolved  frae  the  scandal,  and  found  a  good  bairn. 

Great  business  about  Brownisme  in  the  assembly,  lately  crept 
into  Aberdeen,  and  other  parts  in  the  country,  practised  by 
William  Maxwell,  Thomas  Pont,  and  Ortho  Ferrendale,  preach-* 
ing  in  some  houses  upon  the  night,  as  was  alledged.  Mr.  Jdm 
R^s,  minister  at  Birse,  was  complained  upon,  and  Gilbert  Groiv 
don,  appearand  of  Tillieflroske,  that  he,  his  wife^  children,  and 
servants,  and  haill  family,  had  dishaunted  his  paridi  kirk  of 
Brrse,  and  had  his  devotion  morning  and  evening  within  his 
dwelling-house.  He  being  conveened,  appeared  and  answered 
for  himself,  and  said  it  was  true  whilk  the  minister  bad  spoken ; 
and  ftirther  declared,  that  the  religion  he  professed  was  the  <mly 
true  religion ;  whereupon  they  demanded  him  of  certnnpoiiitaof 
religion,  whereupon  he  made  his  own  answer,  nowise  to  the  < 
tentment  of  the  brethren ;  and  therefore  they  ordained  kis  i 
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nter  to  prbom  aad  ezeommunieate  him,  in  esse  of  AtobeJienoe* 
Sandry  townsmen  of  thk  MOt  are  eaqwoted.  Bilr.  Andrew  Cant 
and  Mr.  John  Oswald  were  thought  no  great  disliklsn  of  it ;  for, 
hj  the  taid  Mr.  Andrew's  noyan,  Ferrendale  was  made  trte^ 
man,  as  ye  hare  heard  before.  In  the  end,  the  brethren  appoint- 
ed a  committee  of  a  minister  and  ruling  elder  out  of  ilk  parish  of 
this' presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  to  couTeen  at  Aberdeen  the  8th  of 
Norember  next,  for  trying  thir  matters. 

Mr.  I^nifiam  Wedderbnm,  lately  deposed  frae  the  Idrk  of 
Bethelnie,  haying  made  his  repentance  to  the  fall,  gets  now 
overflight  to  teadi  and  preach  here  and  there,  bat  would  not 
admit  him  to  serve  the  cure  of  any  kirk ;  yet  the  general  assem- 
My  reponed  him  to  any  kirk  he  could  proonre. 

This  assembly  directed  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  parson  at  Banehoty, 
and  Mr.  William  Strschan,  minister  at  Old  Aberdeen,  to  go  and 
confer  with  Dr.  Forbes,  professor ;  but  tiM  brethren  had  no  fruit 
of  thiflT  conference;  whereupon  they  sent  over  again  to  his  own 
house  in  Old  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  and  Mr.  John  Os^ 
wald,  two  of  the  n^inisters  of  Aberdeen,  with  the  said  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Stracfaan.  They  desire  him  to  swear  and  subscribe  the  oove^ 
nant,  whereby  he  might  keep  his  own  place ;  n^ereunto  he  an- 
swered (as  was  reported),  he  coald  not  subscribe  the  covenant^ 
wherein  episcopacy  was  abjured,  but  thought  bishops  lawful  and 
necessary  in  the  church,  being  able  and  honest  men,  but  being 
found  faulty  and  unworthy,  to  remove  them,  and  put  better  men 
in  their  places,  but  thought  it  not  expedient  to  take  away  their 
places :  further,  that  private  baptism  to  dying  babes  was  necessary 
and  lawful;  (hat  the  giving  communion  to  sick  persons,  lying 
on  death-bed,  was  lawftil  and  necessary ;  and  to  give  it  to  heall 
persons  in  the  kirk,  kneeling  in  modest  manner,  was  not  unlaw- 
ful. Thir  and  the  like  heads  were  among  them  at  their  confer- 
ences ;  whereunto  the  foresaid  ministers  answered,  they  looked 
fbr  a  better  answer,  and  said,  they  found  nothing  but  that  he  was 
averse  and  contrary  to  the  newnrfbrmation,  and  therefore  would 
deal  no  more  with  him,  but  report  his  answers  to  the  committee 
of  the  general  assembly  holden  at  Edinburgh,  because  he  disap-^ 
proved  of  their  new  reformation.  He  answered,  he  understood 
not  such  refbrmations  as  bred  destruction  of  the  country,  and 
daily  brought  in  grievous  sins  and  oilbnces  before  the  Almighty 
God,  such  as  sheading  oF  innocent  blood,  murder,  theft,  rapine, 
plundering,  spoiling,  and  robbing  of  honest  men's  goods,  blas«> 
^lemy,  tyranny,  adulterv,  perjury,  lying,  'swearing,  and  many 
other  grievous  ms,  with  uplifted  hands,  without  punishment. 
The  conference  being  ended,  they  dined  together  at  his  desire  in 
Mr.  Thomas  Lesly's  house,  where  he  then  lodged ;  they  return 
to  the  brethren  the  doctor's  answers ;  whereupon  they  sent  the 
said  Mr.  John  Oswald  to  the  committee  of  the  general  assembly 
holden  at  Edinburgh,  with  his  anawers ;  but  they  said,  let  the 
provhiieial  assembly  take  ^Nrder  widi  him  and  his  pldoe  both,  as 
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iiKMtiniJaiilbtat  on  them.     Thus  Oswald  comes  back  with  his 
answer,  and  Dr.  Forbes'  place  still  vakes. 

This  assembly  ordained  here  morning  and  eirenii^  family, 
prayer  in  ilk  man's  house,  under  the  pain  of  censure.  Hk  min- 
ister declared  this  ordinance  out  of  the  pulpit  through  this  pro- 
vince or  diocese ;  and  having  closed  their  business  upon  Friday 
the  21st  of  October,  after  the  afternoon's  meeting  they  dissolved. 

The  same  18th  of  October,  Alexander  Gordon  of  Birsmoir 
"was  married  to  Isobel  Lesly,  daughter  to  Patrick  Lesly,  provost 
of  Aberdeen,  in  the  kirk  thereof,  by  Mr.  Oswald,  minister.  The 
lord  Gordon  coming  from  the  south  to  Strathboggie,  the  lord  Sal* 
toun  and  the  lord  Kilpont  met  all  there  by  chance,  and  convoyed 
thir  parties,  with  many  other  friends  and^townsmen,  to  their 
wedmng.  They  got  good  chear ;  and  upon  the  25th  of  October, 
he  brought  over  his  wife  to  his  own  house  in  the  Oldtown,  where 
there  was  a  goodly  infare. 

Our  chancellor,  as  was  said,  caused  about  thirty  of  our  Scots 
captains  and  commanders  go  disguised  to  the  English  parliament. 
They  shipped  at  Leith,  for  none  durst  go  by  land  without  the 
king's  pass  and  parliament's  both. 

Diverse  foul  and  filthy  pamphlets  were  daily  printed  and  dis- 
persed through  the  land,  tending  partly  to  the  disgrace  of  the 
king,  and  pa^y  to  the  answering  these  pamphlets  in  disgraceful 
and  shameful  manner,  as  they  deserved. 

Upon  Monday  the  last  of  October,  sir  Gilbert  Menzies  of  Pit- 
foddels,  at  the  Crabstane,  hurt  John  Forbes  of  Lesly  in  the  leg, 
by  a  shot ;  there  was  on  both  sides  about  eleven  pistol  shot,  but 
none  got  skaith  but  Lesly.  There  was  some  old  grudge  betwixt 
them ;  for  Lesly's  father  killed  Pitfoddel's  goodsire's  brother  un- 
worthily; likewise,  there  was  some  controversy  betwixt  them- 
selves about  a  moss,  where  John  Forbes  of  Ledy  broke  tiyst, 
having  appointed  to  have  settled  the  same;  after  which  they 
chanced  to  meet,  Lesly  coming  to  the  town  and  'Pitfoddeh 
going  out;  they  met,  and  passed  by  without  salutation.  Pit- 
foddels  took  it  unkindly  and  pursues,  betwixt  whom  sundry 
shots  were  shot.  However,  they  parted,  and  both  came  into 
town ;  Pitfoddels  to  his  own  house,  and  Lesly  to  Mr.  Robert 
Farquhar's  house.  '  He  lay  under  cure  while  January,  1648,  and 
then  began  to  walk  upon  a  staff  feebly,  and  not  soundly  healed. 
This  good  cause  brought  in  the  bearing  and  wearing  of  guns, 
whilk  bred  meikle  sorrow  and  mischief  in  this  land. 

Upon  Friday,  Wednesday,  and  Saturday,  thir  three  days 
weekly,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  Mr.  John  Oswdd,  and  Mr.  John 
Row,  minister  at  Aberdeen,  began  their  nighl^about,  instead  of 
evening  prayers,  to  lecture  lessons,  chiefly  brought  in  by  this 
Cant;  no  honest  person  durst  be  absent  from  thir  neW-begun 
lectures,  but  were  rebuked  and  cried  out  against,  whereby  &ey 
thoi^fht  this  service  was  thraldome  on  work  days. 

Upon  the  1st  of  November,  our  sovereign  IcNrd's  sessioil  sat 
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down  in  Edinborghi  for  administration  of  jostioe^  and  sat  peaco- 
ably ;  praise  be  to  God  ! 

About  the  5th  of  November,  in  a  8eanian*B  bouse  in  Peter- 
bead,  was  heard  upon  the  night  beating  of  drums;  other  times^ 
sounding  of  trumpets,  playing  of  pipes,  and  ringing  of  bells, 
to  the  astonishment  of  the  hearers ;  a  token  of  troubles  following. 

Upon  the  8th  of  November,  the  viscount  of  Frendraught, 
lord  Crighton,  was  married  with  — — -  Irvine,  daughter  to  the 
laird  of  Drum,  at  the  kirk  of  Drumoak.  His  father  was  not 
at  this  marriage,  and  would  not  be  called  lord  or  viscount,  but 
held  himself  with  the  name  of  laird;  he  was  before  married  with 
general  Lesly's  daughter,  who  died  shortly  thereafter,  leaving 
a  daughter  behind  her. 

About  this  time,  word  came  that  the  king  of  Denmark  had 
sent  to  our  king,  his  own  sister's  son,  some  ammunition,  powder, 
and  ball,  and  money,  with  some  captains  and  commanders,  to 
his  great  joy. 

Saturday  the  19th  of  November,  about  nine  honrs  at  even^ 
there  fell  out  an  high  east  wind,  with  monstrous  lains,  which 
continued  till  Sunday  at  twelve  hours.  The  storm  came  out  of 
the  south-east  and  east.  A  ship  coming  frae  Norway  with  timber 
lost  her  mast,  and  was  driven  on  shore;  the  men  were  all 
saved ;  pnused  be  God !  The  wind  fell,  but  the  rains  continued 
till  Monday  at  nine  hours  in  the  morning.  Great  storms  and 
tempests  followed ;  whereby  there  was  great  skaith  by  sea,  and 
sundry  ships  perished  upon  our  coasts,  betwixt  Montrose  and 
Dundee,  and  upon  the  coast-side  of  Fife. 

Now,  about  this  time,  the  king  makes  the  earl  of  Newcastle 
his  lieutenant-general,  betwixt  the  river  of  Trent  in  England,  and 
the  river  of  Tweed  in  Scotland,  with  full  power  to  raise  and  press 
all  manner  of  men  within  these  bounds ;  who  hastily  levied  oat 
of  Westmoreland,  Cumberland,  Northumberland,  and  the  bishop- 
rick  of  Durham,  about  fourteen  thousand,  whereof  four  thou- 
sand was  papists,  as  was  alledged.  Thir  were  the  first  papists 
that  rose  in  the  king's  service,  not  in  their  de&ult,  but  that  his 
majesty  employed  them  not,  for  fear  of  suspicion  of  the  parli»- 
ment's  outcrying  against  him,  as  they  did  indeed ;  but  his  ma^ 

i'esty  answered,  that  he  craved  not  their  help,  nor  could  they 
ook  for  any  more  benefit  at  his  hands  than  they  had  by  the 
established  laws  of  the  kingdom  in  the  days  of  queen  Elisabeth 
and  king  James  his  father,  whilk,  with  all  rigour,  he  was  content 
should  be  prosecute  against  them ;  and  to  that  e£Fect,  that  he  had 
(for  saving  himself  from  suspicion)  sent  out  his  proclamations. 
But  this  answer  could  nowise  satisfy- the  humour  of  the  parlia^ 
mentars;  but,  taking  advantage  of  the  king's  proclamations, 
they  immediately  sent  out  other  prodamations,  giving  liberty  to 
all  papbts  who  would  come  in  to  help  and  assist  them,  to  repeal 
whatsoever  acts  made  against  them  in  any  king  or  queen's  time ; 
whereupon  the  papists  flocked  in  daily  to  the  parliament  in  great^ 
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numbers.  The  king^  hearing  of  thia  ordor,  said—**  Well«  wemg 
the  parliament  has  given  way  to  receive  Uie  papists  i^gainst  the 
law,  to  fight  against  me»  why  then  should  I  refuse  their  service, 
who  freely  offer  the  samen  unto  me,  and  that  notwithstanding 
of  the  proclamations  set  out  hy  me  against  them?"  Whereupon 
he  resolves  to  make  all  papists  welcome  that  come  unto  him;  and 
truly  sundry  and  many  came  in  to  himi.wherehy  he  had  great 
help  and  comfort^  and  who  were  most  loya)  and  true  to  him  in 
his  great  and  grievous  troubles. 

Now  the  earl  of  Newcastle  raises  his  army  and  goes  towards 
Yorkshire,  for  repressing  of  certain  rebels  who  had  promised  to 
the  long  to  be  hia  true  ^rvants»  and  had  fallen  from  their  obe- 
dience, and  had  taken  part  with  the  parli^mentars. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  22d  of  November,  the  marquis  of  Huntly 
eame  into  Aberdeen,  with  the  lord  Gordon  and  the  lord  Aboyn, 
bis  two  sons,,  and  sundiry  other  friends*  He  was. lodged  in  skip- 
per Anderson's  house,  and  was  served  by  his  own  domestics, 
who  bought  his  meat  and  made  it  ready  to  him.  The  occasion 
of  his  coming  to  town  was  said  to  be  upon  some  altercations  be- 
twixt the  marquis  and  the  lord  Gordon,  since  the  writing  of  a 
eonlract  in  Edinburgh  betwixt  them^  anent  th^  disposition  of 
the  marquis'  haill  lands,  rents,  and  living,  for  yearly  paynient 
to  himself  of  ten  thousand  merks  in  silver  rent,  that  the  lord 
Gordon  should  have  six  thousand  merks  of  yearly  rent,  and  the 
lord  Aboya  to  have  five  thousand  merks  of  yearly  rent,  with  the 
bearding;  the  marquis  to  keep  Strathboggi^,  and  his  bouse  in 
the  Oldtown  to  dwell  into,  and  the  lord  Gordpn  to  have  all  the 
rest;  but  the  Jord  Gordon  not  to  have  power  to  sell  heritably 
any  of  his  estate  without  his  consent,  and  pther  hopourable 
friends,  specially  condescended  upon*  How  all  ended  waa  kept 
se^et.  He  rode  out  of  Aberdeen  upon  the  5th  of  Di^cember, 
and  went  to  Strathboggie.  During  the  time  be  was  in  Aber- 
deen, he  got  no  bonroccord  drunken  to  him  in  wine;  wbeUier 
it  was  refused*  or  not  offered,  I  cannot  telL  The  lord  Aboyn 
followed  hb  father  home  upon  the  9th  of  December. 

Report  past,  that  the  king  of  Denmark  had  sent  an  ambassa- 
diNT  (wiiih  ccowner  Cochran,  who  was  first  against  the  king,  but 
now  returned  his  true  man)  to  treat  of  peace  betwixt  the  king 
and  parliament ;  but,  before  their  coming  to  England,  the  par- 
liamentars  had  petitioned  the  king  for  accommodation  of  peacoy 
bat  no  cessation  frae  war,;  and  in  the  meantime,  before  bis  mar 
jesty  returned  answer,  they  sent  down  six  barks,  or  cabarr%  full 
of  ammunition,  powder,  ball,  and  other  furniture,  with  six 
ohests  full. of  silver,  and  a  company  of  brave  soldiers;  and* 
under  this  treaty,  to  have  gone  down  the  Thames  (because  they 
durst,  not  go  by  land),  and  to  have  taken  in  one  of  the  king's 
own  houses,  called  Kingston,  a  strong  hold,  to  have  manned  the 
sama»  and  kept  their  commodities  safe  frae  peril ;  but  bis  ma- 
,  jesty  being  advertised  thereof,  sent  three  pieces  of  cannon  to  the 
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TboMB  ride^  where  they  shot  and  eonk  thir  eaham  to  the  eea 
bottom,  men  and  all ;  one  wheteof  being  ahot  at,  the  bullet  light* 
ed  on  a  powder  puncheon,  fired  the  aUp,  aM  blew  ddp^  rneoy 
and  all,  into  the  air  ! 

Ye  heard  how  the  aforeaaid  ambaaaador  came ;  thereafter,  he 
went. first  to  the  king,  syne  to  the  parliament,  where  he  and 
OMshran  were  both  evil  intreated,  and  both  warded;  whereat 
tiie  ambaasador  cried  out,  saying,  it  was  against  the  law  of  na- 
tions to  be  so  used :  at  last  he  is  put  to  liberty,  and  Cochran  de^ 
tained ;  but  how  he  was  relieyed,  or  what  effect  this  embassy 
took,  I  canilot  tell. 

The  king  is  now  Ipng  at  Southampton,  and  hia  men  quarter^ 
ed  here  and  there  through  the  country,  where  they  might  be  best 
accommodated.  Prince  Rupert  is  lying  at  Brenton;  now  the 
lord  HelliBly,  captain  of  the  red  rmment  of  the  parliamentars, 
rencountered  with  him,  but  prince  Kupeft  cut  them  all  to  pieces, 
and  right  swa  dressed  another  regiment  called  the  green  or  blue 
reghnent,  coming  to  assist  the  red  regiment,  to  the  great  grief 
of  the  parliamentars,  being  two  of  the  chmcest  regiments  both  of 
horse  and  foot  which  they  had.  After  this  fight,  which  was  in 
the  said  month  of  November,  prince  Rupert  returns  victoriously 
to  his  own  quarters ;  Essex  in  the  meantime  comes  out  of  Lon<* 
don  with  the  body  of  Us  haill  army,  and  being  on  his  march,  he 
is  advertised  how  thir  two  regiments  are  clean  defeat  and  de^ 
stroyed,  whereat,  sore  moved,  he  halts  and  stays,  thinking  prince 
Rupert  might  he^ly  follow  his  victory  and  meet  him ;  but  getting 
word  that  he  was  marched  to  his  quarters  back  again,  he  march- 
ed no  further  on,  but  returned  to  London. 
-  After  this,  prince  Rupert  receives  orders  to  go  for  Kentshire,  to 
repress  some  rebellions  there.  The  earl  of  Warwick  was  direct^ 
ed  by  the  parliamentars  to  join  with  sir  John  Hotham,  you^er^ 
and  resist  the  king,  and  defend  the  country  wherever  Uiey  came ; 
but  good  prince  Rupert  encounters  thir  two  champions,  defeated 
and  routed  themselves  and  their  soldiers.  He  got  six  or  seven 
trunks  full  of  money,  with  their  haill  cannon  and  baggi^. 

Here  it  is  to  be  noted,  no  humiliation,  praise,  nor  thanks* 
giving,  fasting,  nor  prayer,  nor  wcwship  given  to  God,  within 
any  Scottish  church,  notwithstanding  of  thir  great  unlooked-for 
victories ;  bnt  we  were  deaved  with  fiisting,  pmying,  and  praising 
when  general  Lesly  was  in  the  fields,  as  ye  luave  heard  before ; 
bnt  now  no  word  for  the  king's  victories,  for  his  safety  and  pre- 
servation ;  marvellous  to  behold ! 

Upon  the  last  day  of  November,  genetnl  Leriy  returned,  bag 
and  baggage,  firae  Ireland  to  Edinburgh,  leaving  major  yLatao 
behind  lum  with  his  army  in  garrison. 

Now  remember,  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  the  kmg's  dear 
cousin  and  greatest  minion,  has  left  him,  for  all  hii  fiivoursy 
riches,  and  honour,  his  majesty  conferred  upon  him }  and  in  thir 
his  grievous  troubles  he  comes  cunningly  into  Scotibmd,  sports 
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and  pasaeft  his  tune,  and  lets  the  king  (without  Ins  good  ( 
help,  and  furtherance,  whilk  belqy^ed  him  truly)  to  do  for  1 
self  with  great  labovir,  ni^t^wafcfang,.  trouble,  aad  tfapri.  But 
if  this  marquis  has  proven  faithful  to  his  majesty^  it  may  here* 
after  be  seen.  Always  about  the  down-setting  of  the  sesiien  he 
eomes  into  Edinburgh,  takes  npr  house  in  the  king's  own  pekioe 
of  Holy-rood-honse,  keeps  carefolly  ilk  council  day,  where  llie 
chancellor  himsdf,  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  the  lord  Bdmeiinocht 
and  some  others,  guided  or  nusgruided  thk  miserable  kingdonu 
Ilk  ane  had  their  own  secret  moyan  and  intelfigeaee.  The  mar* 
quis  of  Hamilton  had  his  brother  the  earl  of  Lanetk^  secretary 
to  the  king's  council  of  Scots  at  court,  and  daUy  with  his  ma- 
jesty, by  whom  he  had  good  intelligence ;  always  nightly  and 
secr^y  thir  lords  had  their  meetings  and  conferences  aa  oecaeioB 
offered. 

Dame  Elizabeth  Goffdon,  lady  Wardhoiise,  (thereafter  lady 
Cluny)  ^parted  this  lite  at  the  town  of  Dorham,  in  England^ 
where  rite  and  the  laird  of  Cluny  her  husband  had  their  reradenee 
at  the  time  actually  dwelling.  She  died  of  a  cancer,  whilk  wae 
in  4me  of  her  paps,  and  b^an  two  years  before.  It  eat  up  and 
consumed  her  through  the  bowels,  as  was  said.  She  died  upon 
the  sec<md  day  of  December,  and  was  buried  honestly  out  of  her 
own  natrre  soil.  A  woman  of  suspected  chastity,  uid  thought 
over  familiar  with  sir  Alexander  Gordon,  laird  of  Cluny  fm^saidf 
this  many  years  bygone,  in  her  husband's  time,  and  tboiq^t  an 
evil  instmaient  to  the  down-lhrowing  of  both  their  dfair  and  flon* 
risfaiiig  estates ;  yet  few  were  their  Itfe-days  in  their  second  mar« 
riage,  being  but  married  not  long  agc»,  as  you  have  heard  before. 

There  came  from  Ei^land  to  Edinburgh,  as  was  said,  an  hfun- 
dred  and  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling,  for  the  midsunmia'  term 
of  brotherly  asmstance,.  1642,  conform  to  acts  of  parliaments 
Others  said  it  was  bat  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterU^,  to  pay  our 
merdiaats  for  the  victual  transported  to  Ireland.  Sir  William 
Dick,  sir  John  Smith,  and  sir  William  Gray,  burgesses  of  Edin* 
burgh,  and  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar,  burgess  of  Aberdeen,  looked 
to  have  gotten  payment  for  their  victuied  and  other  expenose,  but 
they  got  none,  do  what  they  coudd,  to  their  great  miscontent* 
ment. 

Report  past,  that  the  estates  of  Holland  sent  to  the  parliament 
of  England,  craving  an  union  with  them ;  and  that  the  prince  of 
Orange,  for  fiivouring  our  king  his  own  ally,  waa  now  in  di»* 
favour  with  the  estates. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  earl  of  Newcastle,  how  he  had  raised 
arms,  and  snpprest  the  rebels  of  Yorkdure  victoriously.  He 
hears  now  how  sir  John  Hotham,  younger,  (a  sore  enemy  to  the 
king)  was  plundering  and  killing  his  Ic^  subjects  wherever  he 
came;  wherefore  Newcastle  seeks. to  find  him  out  Hotham 
hearing  this,  resolves  to  cross  his  way,  byintaking.of  a  pass  or 
bridge,  which  Newcastle  behoved  to  march  by ;  but  this  Hotham 
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is  mBxtSaily  4aag  hmd  tfus  p«M,  BaAmhuaaGally  routed  therefrae 
into  Hidly  out  of  the  wlndk,  if  theie  liad  nM  imied  some  sixty  or 
eighty  horsemen  for  Ids  reBciie^  he  had  then  been  killed.  New- 
cMtle  being  weary  in  the  efaase,  end  eeeing  him  eseai^  i^sdy 
sevnded  the  retreats 

YooB^  Hothem  ageia  takes  the  field,  with  about  six  thousaiid 
men;  l&wcaBtle  has  :ahottt  ten  tkanaand  men,  and  goes  to  seisk 
him  out ;  bat  HaAmn  seeing  his  enesB^  mmre  in  number,  .em- 
t^eiH^ied  himself  ^ccaflily,  and  higgled  up  a  seonee  strxHBigly  for 
lais  defenee.  Kewcastle  essays  ie  get  him  out,  but  could  mit» 
without  great  loss  of  men,  whereupon  he  began  to  batter  Uie 
sooace.  In  the  meantime,  Hotham  quietly,  l^  an  unseen  way, 
conyoys  himself  and  his  men  safely  away ;  Newcastle  still  batter- 
11^  wjtti  cannon  while  they  were  adl  saMy  gone,  hag  afeid  baggage, 
without  any  skaith,  or  the  loss  of  a  man* 

Now  the  parliament  of  England  had  their  own  ways  to  move 
us  to  raise  arms  in  Scodand  against  our  sovereign  lord  die  king, 
for  dieir  help  and  assistance^  fomded  upon  a  pretended  act  of 
parification ;  and  to  this  ^Gdot,  write  with  the  earl  of  Lindsay  to 
our  eounml,  who  declared  by  the  way  to  his  majesty,  diat  he  had 
such  commission  from  the  parliament  to  Scotland,  which  com- 
mission, they  having  occasion  of  his  l^ing  beside  them  in  Engw 
liind,  they  earnestly  desind  him  to  carry;  declaring  also  the  chief 
points  of  controversy  betwixt  his  majesty  and  them  were  about 
Imsr  in  number.  1st,  That  Us  ssajesty  would  ratify  and  approve 
tUir  acts  of  parltament  2df  Presbyterian  government,  without 
biehops  or  their  dependents.  9d,  An  indiction  of  a  general  as- 
sembly. 4th,  That  such  as  they  called  incendiaries  and  malig- 
aaat  persons  about  his  majesty,  (who  indeed  were  his  faithfal  and 
loyal  subjects)  should  be  sent  in  by  him  to  the  parliament,  to 
suffer  disgrace,  indignity,  punishing  of  their  persons,  and  plon- 
dsring  Hwir  estates,  at  ibmr  wOl  and  pleaanre,  as  was  done  by 
them  heretofore  to  the  noble  earl  of  Stasbrd,  never  enough  to  be 
deplored.  Now  let  thie  indifierent  reader  judge  whethor  or  not 
these  articles  were  reasonably  craved  either  fiae  the  nature  or 
bands  of  a  king,  wheceunto  his  mi^esty  would  in  nowise  con- 
descend, except  that  he  granted  to  the  indiction  of  a  general  as» 
semUy  to  be  holden  at  London  the  5th  of  November,  where  epis* 
eepoey  and  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  was  there  aj^roven,  as 
ye  may  hereafter  see.  The  earl  of  Lindsay  could  not  win  home 
ftmn  the  Engli^  parliament  by  land  without  the  king's  pass;  so 
ke  •came  and  got  the  samen,  after  he  had  shown  his  oommimon 
to  his  majesty. 

Hie  earl  of  Lanerk  was  sent  down  with  a  declaration  firom  his 
majesty  to  our  Scots  council,  and  a  new  council-day  appointed 
Ae  4th  and  5th  days  of  January  nest. 

Hie  parliament  had  sent  down  thdr  petition,  craving  aid  of  us 
in  men  and  arms,  conform  to  the, treaty  of  pacification  and  cove- 
nant pfist  betwixt  them  and  us,  and  the  king  sends  down,  to 
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connterclieek  this  petition,  a  doclaradim  to  o«ir  comeil^  wild  both 
were  produced  the  22A  of  December,  and  a  new  eonncil-day  m^ 
pointed,  as  is  formerly  said.  Well,  the  ooimeil  onnveens,  the 
king's  declaration  and  the  parliament's  petition  are  both  pab- 
Kckly  read  out.  It  goes  to  voting,  whether  ws  should  aasiat  the 
parliamentars  or  not ;  the  king  by  two  voices  gets  it,  and  sa-no 
assistance ;  "Vhereat  the  parliament's  friends  takes  meefilimm, 
alledging  their  votes  were  not  sufficient^  nor  could  any  thing  be 
concludeid  without  a  convention  of  the  estates,  to  wrt,.  noUes, 
barons,  and  burgesses.  Now  remember  this  voting  waa  within 
the  council  upon  the  33d  of  December*  Thereafter,  the  eatitteo 
were  charged  to  send  their  commissioners,  and  conveen  at.E#B« 
burgh,  upon  the  4th  and  5th  of  January. 

At  this  first  council*4ay,  the  earl  of  Lanerk  deeured  his  ma- 
jesty's declaration  to  be  printed,  and  publickly  dispersed  and  pub- 
lished through  all  Scotland,  whereby  his  good  subjects  might 
have  «full  information  of  the  truth.  It  was  agitated  pro  eteanira  ; 
in  end,  die  king  by  vmcing  gets  his  reasonable  desire,  and  die 
same  was  ordained  to  be  printed  at  Edinburgh,  to  be  dispersed 
and  spread  to  the  effect  foresaid,  and  the  raising  of  men  retered 
to  the  committee  of  estates,  to  conveen  the  foresaid  5tii  of  Jan- 
uary, 1648. 

In  the  month  of  DecemSer,  there  came  out  a  paper,  set  out  by 
Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  called  Scodandf9  HaOe- 
hgahy  printed  by  Raban  at  Aberdeen,  thought  to  be  better  titled 
than  it  had  stuff  and  good  matter,  and  which  I  thought  mvt 
worthy  to  take  pains  upon  to  insert  in  this  place^  albeit  it  is  lyiojg 
beside  myself  in  print. 

The  king  causes  quarter  his  army  for  thor  muntenanoe  most 
commodiously,  both  for  man  and  horse,  through  the  eouatiy  to 
winter. 

The  marquis  of  Huntly,  in  thk  month  of  December,  sends  mto 
our  college  of  the  Oldtown,  his  fourth  son,  Charles  Gordon,  to 
learn  grammar.  He  got  I)r.  Lesly  (the  late  deposed  principal), 
his  chamber,  (who  bra  still  kept  the  samen  for  his  reereatiDn 
until  this  time),  for  his  son,  and  his  pedag<^e  to  remain  into; 
and  the  marquis  had  the  said  doctor  Ledy  with  himself  to  Stradn 
l>oggie9  there  to  remain  and  be  entertained  at  his  own  table,  be- 
cause he  saw  him  a  distressed  gentleman,  violently  thrown  oat 
of  his  own  place  for  not  subscribing  the  oovenant.  Thus  the 
marquis  requested  this  doctor  to  go  with  him,  and  so  upon  the 
Idth  day  of  December,  he  left  bis  chamber  in  the  eoUege,  who 
had  still  kept  possession  thereof  (albeit  deposed,  as  said  is)  to  the 
foresaid  day,  and  willingly  he  went  widi  the  marquis,  to  bide  his 
fortune. 

Upon  the  16th  day  of  December,  Dr.  Guild  and  Mr.  \^liam 
Stracfaan  yoked  William  Charles,  wright  in  Aberdeen,  to  the 
down-taking  of  the  back  of  the  high  altar,  standing  upon  th6 
^ast  wall  of  bishop  Gavin  Dunbar's  isle,  as  high  nearly  as  the 
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•aNiBg  ihenofy  emiomiy  wt^ughl  of  fine  vniamidf  ab'tiuii 
wkMii  Scotlaiid  ibeie  was  nol  a  better  wrougbt  pieee.  The. 
etaAsiiiaii  would  not  pot  bis  hand  to  the  down-taktiig  thereof, 
till  Mr*  WilHam  Strachaii,  oar  minister^  laid  first  hand  thereto^' 
whieb  be  did^  and  syne  the  work  was  began ;  and,  in  takings 
down  one  of  the  three  tioftber  crowns,  whilk  they  thought  te^ 
have  goiten  down  haill  and  nnbrofcen,  beyond  their  ezpectatioa 
h  £dl  suddenly  vpon  the  kiik's  great  lacUer,  brake  it  in  three 
pieces^  and  itsdf  all  in  blades,  and  brake  some  pavement  witfar 
the  we^t  diereef ;  hot  the  people  were  all  safe*  Now  our  min- 
laler  .dsTised  a  loft,  for  ease  of  the  pe<^le  at  sermon,  going 
athwart  the  kirk  south  and  north,  which  took  4iway  the  statelv 
(right  and  .glorious  show  of  the  body  of  the  haill  kirk,  and  with 
tins  baek  of  the  altar  and-  haill  ornaments  thereupon  he  decored 
tiie  faveside  and  backside  of  this  beastly  loft;  whereas  forty* 
pounds  would  have  coft  as  meikle  timber  as  would  bare  done 
tlm  samen,  if  they  would  have  suffered  the  foresaid  ornament  to 
stand.  This  was  done  without  advice  of  the  Oldtown  session,* 
and,  as  some  said,  without  consent  of  the  brethren  at  the  last 
visitation  of  our  church.  It  was  a  well*wronght  piece,  having 
tl»ee  crowns  uppermost,  and  three  other  kind  a£  crowns,  bs^ 
neatb,  well  carved,  with  golden  knops,  all  now  on  this  loft. 
There  was  two  thousand  merks  left  by  Dr.  Scroggie  in  the  kirk 
box,  with  the  whilk  our  minister  theeked  the  too&Ils  of  the 
l»k,  the  steeple,  and  Gavin  Dunbar's  isle,  with  new  slate,  and 
kest  with  lime  that  part  where  the  back  of  the  altar  stood,  thalt 
it  should  not  be  kent. 

.  In  this  month  of  December,  and  2d  day  thereof,  dame  ElisEa- 
beth  Groidon,  first  lady  Wardhouse^  syne  lady  Cluny,  departed 
tiiip  life  at  Durham. 

Ye  heard  before  of  Maxwell  and  Ferrendale  accused  of  Brown- 
isme.  Mr.  Aadrew  Cant  favours  them,  as  thought,  whereat  the 
brethren  were  offended,  ordaining  them  to  come  in  before  the 
pidpit,  and  subseribe  the  covenant,  and  deny  their  tenets ;  but 
upon.  Saturday  after  sermon,  and  the  last  of  December,  this 
Ferrendale  came  in  before  the  pulpit  in  the  Old  kirk,  where  he 
approved  of  o«r  church,  denied  the  Brownists'  tenets,  subscribed 
our  covenant,  and,  by  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  was  received  as  a  good 
bairn ;  but  the  brethren  were  not  content  with  this  satisfaction, 
not  done  upon  a  Sabbath-*da^  but  a  week*day,  before  the  com- 
munion. 

About  this  time,  it  waft  said  there  was  some  misoontientment 
tetwixt  the  mrince  of  Orange  and  the  estates  of  Holland,  be^ 
eanse  he  indined  to  favour  our  king,  being  his  good-brother, 
and  therefore  most  kindly;  and  that,  in  the  meantime,  the 
estates  had  sent  to  the  parliam^tit  of  England,  craving  an  union 
with  them. 

About  this  time.  Dr.  Guild  left  off  from  preaching  in  the  Col* 
lege  kirk,  whereat  the  pe<^le  wore  not  displeased ;  and  bc^gan, 
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i&  Bigltt  pAmt  BonMr,  A'l0eMr04enoii9  ia  pm^Boe  <ef  the  m* 
gents  and  studentBy  who  were  little  pleased  with  his  dSscoatses. 

It  is  bene  to  he  noted,  that  the  \dctaial8  iieise  in  Abevdevn 
wwe  Aionstroiis  dear ;  Fat  abdnt  aadi  after  ]MbrtiBinas»  thraagh 
the  haill  winter,  the  nuilt  holdeii  at  fi£tean  or  aixteen  merks  t^ 
hoUf  the  white  meal  at  aiglit  pound  the  boll,  which  was  IIm 
first  dear  winter  heretofore  seen  ia  this  hind,  albeit  there  has 
been  dear  8CHBnier&  Thero  was  also  groat  lains,  whersby  neiia 
was  aUe  to  travel ;  great  storms  in  the  Sea,  and  few  fish  gotten^ 
to  the  great  grief  of  the  poople.  Albeit  our  sins  dsscrved  wann, 
yet  Gcd  sent,  in  Jane,  Jttly,  and  August,  eaedleat  weather^ 
which  made  amepds. 

Dr.  Guild,  principal  and  moderator,  at  this  time  relnsed  to 
give  play  to  the  students  at.  Yool-day,  bat  tibey  took  it  at  their 
own  hand,  and  the  grammarians  both,  who  at  last  by  coiaposition 
got  eight  days'  play« 

This  year,  Yool-dayfell  upon  Sunday.  Our  ministera,  and 
ministers  of  Aberdeen,  preached  against  all  laefriaesa,  play,  sad 
pastime ;  and  the  night  before,  by  tuck  of  drum  tbiSMigh  Aber- 
deen, the  townsmen  were  commanded  to  keep  themselves  oobsr, 
and  flee  all  superstitious  keeping  of  days.  Upon  Monday,  the 
bell  went  through  the  Oldtown,  commanding  all  manner  of  men 
to  open  their  booth-doors  and  go  to  work;  but  the  students  icH 
apon  the  bellman,  and  took  'Ab  bell  fcae  him,  for  giving  sndi 
an  unusual  charge :  so  the  people  made  good  chear  and  bmiqaet- 
11^9  according  to  their  estates,  and  past  their  times,  Monday  aad 
Tuesday  both,  for  all  thir  threatenings. 

It  is  said,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  sitting  this  same  Yool-day  at 
afileiiioon's  sermon,  Mr.  John  Rue  preadiing  in  tiie  Old  ktrfc» 
hearing  some  noise  in  the  kirkyard  of  bairns  aadi  people,  he  got 
up  suddenly  frmn  his  seat,  sitting  as  he  ordiaarly  uaed  beside  the 
reader ;  through  the  kirk  and  people  goes  he,  and  out  at  Am 
door,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  people  in  the  Old  chBaroh ; 
and  when  he  came  to  the  kirkyard  the  bairns  fled^  but  he  cfaaead 
them  into  tJie  New  kirk,  whereat  the  people  there  were  offendad; 
at  last,  he  returned  back  to  his  own  place,  and  the  people  he- 
came  settled  and  pacified,  but  wondered  at  his  light  bdiavioiir. 


ANNO  1643. 

Word  came  here  to  Aberdeen,  that  general  King  came  free 
Denmark  with  about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  to 
his  majesty,  and  three  or  four  score  brave  commanders.  He  was 
directed  frae  the  king  of  Denmark,  and  landed  at  Newcastle, 
who  was  made  welcome,  and  presently  preferred  to  be  lieutenant* 
general  to  the  earl  of  Newcastle's  army,  consisting  of  ten  dio»- 
aand.  The  earl  thereafter  went  to  his  majesty,  and  ratumed 
.back,  where  he  dkected  general  King  to  go  up  to  his  majesty 
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with  Ms  armjTy  and'  Ee  would  keep  Neweiutle  and  tbe  coiintiy 
ab^nt  witk  Horces  enoagb,  whkh  he  Kept  beside  for  that  parpoee. 
This  Ming  goes  pp  in  good  order,  his  majesUr  reeeives  him  gra- 
otooflljr,  and  pots  Mm  in  service  aeeordii^  to  bis  rank  and  worth, 
amA  benoiirably  rewards  him  for  his  pains. 

Report  pasty  that  London  was  mstressed,  wanting  both  fire 
aoid  vietnidy  which  bred  some  discontent  and  division  among 
themselves^  some  widung  peace,  some  wishing  wan 

Upon  Sunday  the  8th  of  January,  prayer  and  fasting  in  both 
Aberdeetts,  and  through  tbe  kingdom,  ifbr  a  blessing  to  the  con- 
vention of  estates  to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh. 

The  committee  ai  the  conservators  of  peace  sits  down  at  Edin- 
hiirgky  opon  the  5tb  day  of  January,  or  rather  the  lords  and 
othons  coomiiasioiiers  of  parKament,  for  conservation  of  peace 
be4»p<Mi  the  two  kingdoms. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  controversy  among  the  council  about 
the  printing  of  the  king's  letter,  and  hew  it  was  in  end  granted. 
It  was  at  the  samen  time  thought  that  the  parliament  of  Eiig- 
land  fthefar  dedaration,  sent  in  to  our  council,  should  be  likewise 
printed,  whereupon  the  council  could  not  weD  agree,  but  there 
vmrnsL  petition  given  unto  the  saids  commissioners  of  parliament 
by  nobles,  barons,  gentlemen,  and  burgesses,  occasionally  met  at 
Eidinhuri^,  and  it  was  printed  and  dispersed. 

It  was  reported,  there  was  great  multitudes  of  people  at  this 
convention.  The  council  and  conservators  of  peace  had  their  or- 
dinary place  of  residence ;  the  nobles,  barons,  and  gentry,  called 
the  banders,  had  their  meetings  in  the  abbey;  and  the  nobles^ 
barons,  and  ministers,  and  gentry  of  Fife,  had  their  meetings  in 
the  TaylorVhalt  in  the  Cowgate,  whilk  several  places  of  meeting 
emelled  of  miseontentment  and  division  amongst  themselves.  It 
is  said,  tiie  hasM  ministers  of  Fife  left  their  churches  upon  Sun* 
dfl^  the  8th  of  January,  without  preachers  for  tbem,  and  came 
to  Edinburgh,  crying  out  before  the  council  for  not  printing  the 
paiilanient  of  England's  declaration,  as  well  as  they  had  caused 
print  the  king's  letter,  whilk  they  wore  loath  to  do,  without  the 
king's  advice  or  knowledge ;  and  to  that  effect,  and  upon  other 
reasons,  then  sent  Mr.  Henderson,  nnniiter  at  Edinburgh ;  Mr* 
Robert  Barclay,  provost  of  Irvine ; .  and  the  chancellor  of  Scot- 
land, as  commissioners  to  the  king.  The  report  past,  that  the 
tenor  of  their  commission  was  to  shew  him  anent  the  printing  of 
the  said  declaration,  with  other  four  heads,  viz.  1st,  The  king  to 
bring  home  his  (pieen,  and  to  convert  her  from  popery.  2d,  To 
return  to  his  Engli^  parliament,  and  adhere  to.  them.  Sd,  To 
remove  all  papists  forth  of  his  army.  4th,  To  indict  a  general 
assembly,  with  a  parliament  to  follow  thereon,  and  that  shortly 
and  hastily^  within  the  limited  and  prescribed  time  of  parlia* 
meat.  The  king  granted  to  the  publication  of  the  foresaid  decla« 
ration,  bnt  what  answer  he  gave  to  the  rest  I  cannot  tell,  but  the 
Vlh  ministers  were  dii^eeted  home  to  attend  their  charge.   It  was 
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aidd)  there  was  nominate  Mr.  Archibald  Johnstone,  olerk  to  the 
assembly,  to  hare  gone  with  the  other  three  commissionerB,  bat 
the  earl  of  Lanerk  being  at  the  council,  declared  he  had  no  safe 
conduct  for  him,  whereupon  he  bade  at  home.  It  was  ordered, 
that  a  great  taxation  should  be  taken  of  the  country,  dieir  an- 
nuity of  teinds,  and  such  like,  as  ye  have  hereafter.  They  ap- 
point a  new  committee  to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh,  the  l&th  diry 
of  February,  and  upon  the  d4th  of  January  they  dissolved  in 
peace. 

. .  Tuesday  the  I7th  of  January,  Mr.  Alexander  Middleton,  soIh 
principal  in  the  college  of  Old  Aberdeen,  was  married  with 
■  Gordon,  daughter  to  Mr.  Gordon  at  Kettock's  Mill^  con- 

trary to  the  founcbition  of  that  college,  forbidding  marrii^  to 
any  of  the  inward  members  serving  therein.  There  was  ssndcy 
gifts,  cases,  and  coined  gold,  given  by  sundry  sitters  at  tfaia  bri- 
dal, and  some  gave  rings ;  but  coined  gold  was  not  in  nse  to  be 
given  here  in  Aberdeen  at  free  bridals. 

.  Upon  the  17th  of  January,  John  Lesly,  bailfie,  departed  Aim 
life  in  Aberdeen,  after  some  few  days'  sickness  (his  lM*otiier,  the 
provost,  was  in  Edinbui^h),  to  the  great  grief  of  the  town's 
people,  being  better  loved  than  his  brother.  He  was  boned  with 
a.  brave  volley  of  musketeers. 

About  this  time,  general  Lesly  earl  of  Leven  comes  to  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh  and  takes  up  house,  and  with  his  lady  and 
family  dwells  peaceably  therein. 

Ye  heard  before  of  Othro  Ferrendale,  his  repentattoe.  The 
presbytery  of  Aberdeen  were  not  well  content  therewith ;  where- 
upon Dr.  Guild,  moderator,  wrote  for  two  ministers  and  raling 
elders  out  of  ilk  presbytery  within  the  diocese,  and  the  haiU  min- 
isters of  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  as  being  nearest  hand,  to 
meet  at  New  Aberdeen,  the  24th  of  January,  for  UHmg  order 
with  the  slighting  of  this  Ferrendale  in  his  obedience  and  satie 
faction,  contrary  to  their  last  act,  which  bears  him  to  come  in 
upon  a  Sabbath-day  after  sermon,  to  deny  his  haill  tenets  of 
Brownisme,  swear  and  subscribe  the  covenant,  ratify  and  approve 
our  kirk,  as  the  true  church  of  God.  The  brethren  and  thttr 
ruling  elders  met ;  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  made  his  own  apology, 
which  was  thought  frivolous.  In  end,  they  referred  this  Ferren- 
dale to  the  next  provincial  assembly. 

This  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  used  not  oft  the  saying  of  the  Lotd'e 
Prayer,  either  before  or  after  sermons,  as  wont  in  that  kirk,  but 
had  prayers  extempore  long  enough ;  so  the  rest  of  the  minnters 
of  Aberdeen  kept  his  custom.  They  brought  in,  upon  ilk  Toee- 
day,  Thursday,  and  Saturday,  afternoon,  leetures,  taught  bjr  ilk 
minister,  time  about  (in  place  of  sajring  of  prayers  ilk  night  be* 
fore) ;  the  people  is  compelled  to  attend  thir  lectures,  or  then 
cried  out  against.  None  on  the  Sabbath«4ay  durst  eome  out  of 
the  Newtown  to  the  Oldtown,  especially  in  time  of  sermon,  and 
to  that  effect  the  highways  were  watched  ilk  Sunday,  and  who 
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were  found  Were'  convdened  before  their  seiBio'D,  and  severely 
piinisbed  with  sbaine  and  derision.  In  time  of  preaching  on 
waekwlayb  no  merchant  nor  craftsmen's  hooth  doors  darst  be 
opened*  that  the  kirk  might  be  the  better  kept  by  the  masters  and 
aeriWAts.  The  bairns  of  the  grammar-school  were  forbidden  to 
keep  afitemooB's  sermonn.  bat  to  keep  the  schools,  where  the 
niaptor»  should  catechise  them  upon  points  of  religion.  Reading 
of  Holy  Scriptures  and  singing  of  psalms  were  discharged  at  lyke- 
wakes,  by  act  of  the  town  council  of  Aberdeen,  by  persuasion 
of  thia  Cant  and  his  fellows.  The  hand-bell  should  go  and  pro- 
claim through  the  town  who  was  dead ;  but  tolling  of  kirk-bells 
ai  their  burial  was  dischai^^;  all  brought  in  by  this  Cant,  and 
followed  by  the  magistrates  of  Aberdeen,  as  he  commanded,  or 
as  he  daily  devised,  to  the  grievous  burden  of  the  people,  who 
had  never  seen  the  like  orders ;  yet  they  could  not  get  singing  of 
psalms  and  reading  at  lykewakes  altogether  supprest. 

Ye  heard  before  of  a  petition  given  in  by  some  noblemen,  ba- 
rons, and  others,  to  the  commissioners  of  parliament,  wherein 
amongst  the  rest,  they  crave  the  parUameut  of  England's  decia* 
nilioii  to  be  printed  and  published,  as  well  as  the  king's  letters. 
The  king  ie  advertised,  and  he  most  gradously  gives  way  to  the 
printing  of  this  declaration,  as  well  as  his  own  letter,  whereupon 
it  is  shortly  printed  and  divulged  through  all  Scotland. 

About  liiis  time,  there  came  out  another  new  printed  piece, 
called,  A  Peaceable  fVarmng^  containing  diverse  heads,  and  in 
speeial,  declaring  the  enemies  of  religion  to  be  of  three  sorts, 
via.  papiste,  separatists,  and  malignant,  miseontent,  and  pro&ne 
time-servers.  It  touched  the  malignants,  who  were  so  from  the 
beginning,  and  now  fallen  backward,  and  disaffected  to  the  re- 
formed rriigioo,  warning  all  men  therefore  to  beware  of  their 
company,  who  are  desmbed  by  six  or  seven  circumstances  to  be 
known,  and  to  eschew  their  councils  and  seducements,  declaring 
withal  such  as  oppose  the  unity  of  religion  to  be  enemies  to  God, 
to  the  king,  to  the  people,  and  prosperity  of  the  kingdoms,  with 
a  number  of  ailments  beside,  and  is  entituled,  A  Necessary 
Warning  to  the  Ministry  of  the  Church  of  Scotland^  from,  the  NLeet- 
ing<^  the  Co$nmissitmers  of  the  General  Assembly.  This  warning 
oommanded  a  fast  and  humiliation  to  be  kept  through  all  the 
kirks  of  Scotland,  upon  the  last  Sabbath  of  February,  and  the 
B«zt  Thursday  thereafter ;  and  there  was  bound  to  this  Warning 
another  printed  piece,  called,  A  Declaration  against  a  Cross  Pe* 
Miofi,  spoken  of  a  little  before.  This,  with  the  warning,  is  or- 
dmned  to  be  read  ont  after  sermon  out  of  all  the  pulpits  of  Scot- 
land, whilk  was  done  at  some  churches,  and  at  others  refused  by 
the  ministers  thereof,  such  as  Stirlingshire,  Perthshire^  about 
fonrteea  presbyteries,  alledging  they  had  no  orders  from  a  gene- 
mi  assembly  to  divnlge  such  papers,  and  therefore  disobeyra  the 
pnblieation,  and  wrote  also  against  the  commissioners  of  the  ge- 
neral assembly  at  Edinburgh,  for  publishing  out  of  pulpit  such 

T  t 
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pieces ;  finding  fanit  with  calling  the  nobles  and  others  (who  pre- 
sented the  said  petition  to  the  council)  malignant,  and  that  thmt 
cross  petition  published  at  the  parish  churches  should  have  been 
done  with  consent  of  a  general  assembly,  being  of  itself  rather  a 
mean  to  breed  discord  and  distraction,  than  to  maintain  peace  in 
the  kirk  and  kingdom  ;  they  wrote  out  to  this  purpose  a  paper  of 
eight  articles.  Thus  is  this  kirk  now  guided  with  the  spirit  of 
contradiction. 

Upon  the  last  of  January,  Patrick  Lesly,  provost,  came  back 
frae  the  commissioners  of  parliament,  for  conserving  the  articles 
of  the  treaty,  &c.  with  a  sore  heart  for  the  death  of  his  brother. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  1st  of  February,  there  came  to  the  place 
of  Cromarty,  where  the  lady  was,  Hutcheon  Ross  of  Auohin- 
cloch,  with  two  other  gentlemen,  where  they  were  made  wel- 
come, and  supped  merrily;  but  unluckily  got  a  collation  which 
was  provided  for  another,  and  were  all  three  found  dead  in  thdr 
beds  upon  the  morn ;  pitiful  to  behold !  It  is  said  the  yoang 
laird  of  Calder  was  married  to  Cromarty's  daughter ;  he  tbere-> 
after  became  mad,  and  of  whom  his  young  lady  had  no  pleasure. 
Thus  he  being  with  her  in  the  place  of  Cromarty,  this  paiaon 
was  in  a  quart  stoup  provided  for  him,  but  fell  otherwise,  as  ye 
have  heard  ;  whereupon  young  Calder  was  hastily  removed  by 
his  friends  out  of  that  place,  and  never  more  tried* 

Upon  the  2d  day  of  February,  being  Candlemas-day,  the 
bairns  of  the  Oldtown  grammar-school  came  np  the  gate  with 
candles  lighted  in  their  hands,  crying  and  rejoicing,  Myth 
enough,  and  thus  came  up  to  the  cross,  and  round  about  goea 
diverse  times,  climbs  to  the  head  thereof,  and  set  on  a  burning 
torch  thereupon.  I  marvelled  at  this,  being  at  such  time,  and 
whereof  I  had  never  seen  the  like :  attour,  they  went  down'  frae 
the  cross,  convoying  John  Keith,  brother  to  the  earl  Marisohall, 
who  was  their  king,  to  his  lodging  in  the  chanonry,  with  lighted 
candles. 

Ye  heard  of  one  Maxwell  who  was  also  accused  of  Brownisme ; 
a  silly  wheelwright  to  his  calling.  This  man  was  sought  for,  and 
all  men  forbidden  out  of  the  pulpit  to  receipt  him ;  whilk  was 
done  by  our  minister,  Mr.  William  Straehan,  out  of  the  pulpit, 
upon  Sunday  the  5th  of  February. 

About  this  time,  the  council  ordained  the  country  to  pay  a 
g^eat  taxation,  and  their  annuities  of  the  teinds,  and  a  charge 
given  out  and  published  at  the  mercat  crosses  of  the  burrows  and 
otherwise,  for  making  payment  thereof;  whereat  the  eubjeots 
grudged,  and  were  highly  offended,  to  be  this  way  used  without 
authority  of  their  king,  done  and  devised,  as  was  thovght,  by 
the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  the  chancellor,  the  marquis  of  Argyll) 
the  earl  of  Lindsay,  Balmerinoch,  and  some  few  others  of  their 
faction,  without  advice  or  consent  of  the  nobility  or  country 
statesmen,  who  had  as  great  interest  there  as  they ;  besides,  the 
twentieths  were  taken  before,  and  the  tenths,  and  many  other 
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fioesy  botib  in  burrow  and  land,  the  king  and  queen's  rents  and 
patrimony  of  the  crown  taken  up  since  1639,  whilk  was  the  be- 
ginning of  these  troubles.  They  had  gotten  frae  England  the 
brotherly  assistance,  which  was  about  three  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling  (see  the  6th  act  of  king  Charles'  second  parlia- 
ment), and  no  oompt  nor  reckoning  how  or  what  way  thir  mo- 
neys were  wared  and  employed ;  whereat  many  of  the  nobles  and 
baill  commons,  barons,  burgesses,  and  gentry,  grudged  and 
murmured,  especially  those  called  the  banders ;  whereupon  the 
^arl  of  Montrose  and  lord  Ogilvie  are  direct  up  commissioners 
from  thir  banders  to  his  majesty,  to  complain  upon  thir  grievous 
oppcessions,  and  to  try  his  will  thereanent,  who  quickly  went 
for  relief  of  this  poor  distressed  kingdom  ;  whereat  the  king  was 
nowise  content,  and  in  the  meantime  the  country  was  distressed. 

In  this  month  of  February,  there  is  heard  at  Bankafair,  and 
in  the  place  of  Drum,  upon  the  night,  tucking  of  drums  and  ap- 
paritions of  armies,  as  was  heard  before  at 1 

Mr.  Andrew  Leisk,  minister  at  Ellon,  told  me,  that  his  wife 
and  fiunily,  sitting  at  supper  in  his  own  house,  heard  tucking  of 
drums  vively,  sometimes  appearing  near  hand,  sometimes  far  off, 
B$kd  upon  the  7th  of  February  it  was  written  here  to  Aberdeen, 
that  Kenton  battle  of  Banbury,  wherein  his  majesty  was  victo- 
rious, has  been  in  vision  foughten  seven  sundry  times  since  syne ; 
armies  of  men,  upon  the  12th  of  February,  about  eight  hours  in 
the  morning,  were  seen  upon  the  Brymman  hill,  beside  Crabeston  ! 
.  There  came  news  to  Aberdeen  the  samen  7th  of  February,  that 
fir  Ralph  Hopeton,  the  king's  man,  near  Plymouth,  had  killed 
one  thousand  men,  had  taken  one  thousand  five  hundred  soldiers 
prisoners,  one  thousand  arms,  and  ten  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  is 
now  made  master  of  the  fields  in  Cornwall  and  Devonshire*  Sir 
Nicholas  Shipning,  near  the  fort  of  Beydens  on  Falmouth,  which 
commands  the  town,  hath  taken  twenty-six  of  the  king's  ships, 
which  were  first  seized  upon  by  the  parliamentars ;  he  did  also 
take  more  tbmi  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  of  which 
ihe  soldiers  received  a  month's  pay  beforehand.  Thir  ships  thus 
taken 'Were  luckily  driven  by  storm  of  weather  into  the  harbour, 

Bendy-Castle,  in  Gloucestershire,  is  taken  in  by  prince  Ru- 
pert, with  the  loss  of  five  hundred  men  to  the  parliament 

Bever-Castle  was  taken  by  sir  John  Henderson,  and  the  sol- 
diirs  got  eighty  thousand  pounds  sterling  of  coined  money  and 
plundering,  that  was  put  there  by  the  enemy,  with  three  months* 
pro  virion* 

The  lord  Sey  and  colonel  Goodwin  are  totally  defeat  in  Ox- 
fordshire by  the  king'«  n^en,  having  lost  eight  hundred  men,  and 
forced  to  run  to  Aylesbury  in  Buckinghamshire. 
.  Prince  Rupert  came  to  Leicestershire  with  seven  thousand 
mm;  sir  Hew  Shamly  got  a  great  defeat  from  general  King; 
three  thousand  slain,  and  four  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten 
taken  prisoners,  with  two  cannons  and  a  great  number  of  arms« 

T  t  2 
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This  was  after  the  earl  of  Newcastle  heat  them  firom  Ae  Stem- 
ford-bridge,  and  general  King's  first  pieee  of  smrvice*  Tke  earl 
of  Newcastle  and  general  Kwg  marched  from  York  with  nine 
thousand  men  strong,  to  hurt  the  Hothamites  and  other  rebels. 
Prince  Maurice  shot  in  grenadoes  into  the  town  of  Chic^eet«ar9 
and  fired  a  house  therein,  and  the  people  being  busy  in  qnenck* 
ing  the  fire,  he  came  in  and  took  eleven  hundred  jHrisonevs,  sond 
carried  them  to  Oxford.  That  the  shire  of  Essex  had  petitioned 
the  parliament  to  take  a  peace  at  any  rate. 

The  parliament  did  ptition  the  king  for  peace  upon  oerlaitt 
conditions,  but  his  majesty  sent  to  them  certain  propositianBt 
without  which  no  treaty,  viz.  1st,  That  the  king's  revenMe, 
forts,  and  ships,  be  restored.  2d,  That  whatever  baa  been  pub* 
lished  against  his  royal  power  should  be  recalled.  3d,  That 
whatsoever  illegals  hath  been  used  against  his  frienda  and  mb^ 
jects,  by  imprisoning  them  without  law,  or  imposing  fines  upon 
their  estates,  be  disclaimed,  and  that  persons  so  committed  b^ 
forthwith  discharged.  4th,  That  his  mqesty  will  eonsenjt  to  the 
execution  of  all  laws  made  or  to  be  made  for  the  soppreasing  of 
popery,  so  his  majesty  desires  that  a  bill  be  framed  for  preaerv* 
ing  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  from  scorn  of  Browtaists,  Am^ 
baptists,  &c.  with  such  clauses  for  the  ease  of  tender  eonsdea* 
ces,  as  his  majesty  hath  formerly  offered.  5th,  That  all  sneh 
persons  as  upon  treaty  shall  be  excepted  out  of  the  general  par* 
don,  be  tried  per  pares.  6thly,  That  a  cessation  of  arms  be 
presently  agreed  upon.  But  the  parliament  thought  thir  piopo* 
sitions  (though  most  equitable)  hard  and  heavy  to  be  embraeed, 
and  so  did  for  themselves  in  a  rebellious  way. 

Upon  Friday  the  10th  of  February,  the  township  of  Abetdetttf 
by  tuck  of  drum,  conveened  in  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  to 
whom  provost  Lesly  made  a  speech,  putting  them  in  mind  of 
their  covenant,  whilk  they  had  sworn,  desiringthem  oonstanlly 
to  stick  to  the  samen ;  if  any  new  band  happened  to  be  offered 
them  to  subscribe,  to  do  it  upon  their  own  peril.  It  was  then 
thought  and  spoken,  that  the  banders  were  drawmg  up  a  baad^ 
who  would  follow  the  king  or  the  country,  whilk  bred  this  speech^ 
but  this  band  came  to  no  effect.  However,  the  pecmle  of  Aber- 
deen, possessed  with  their  own  opinions  more  wiUi  the  king  iban 
against  him,  departed  home  to  their  own  houses. 

Ye  heard  before  of  apparitions  and  visions  seen  here  at-  the 
hill  of  Brymman,  four  mfles  fi-om  Aberdeen.  William  Anderson, 
tenant  in  Crabeston,  told  me  he  saw  a  great  army,  as  appeared 
to  him,  both  of  horse  and  foot,  about  eight  hours  in  the  morning, 
being  misty,  and  visibly  continued  till  sun^rising ;  sjme  vanish^ 
away  in  his  sight  with  noise  into  a  moss  hard  beside  !  Likewisey 
in  the  muir  of  Forfar  armies  were  seen  in  the  air;  whilk  vinous 
the  people  thought  to  be  prodigious  tokens,  as  it  fell  out  over 
true,  as  may  be  seen  hereafter. 

Sunday  the   12th  of  February,    our  minister,   Mr.   William 
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StiftolriUB,  roMl  <ml  of  tlie  pnlpit  the  waniing  before  gpoken  of,  and 
the  next'  Sunday  read  oat  the  declaration  against  the  crose  peti- 
tion, and  made  some  little  speech  Aereupon,  and  the  wars  of 
England,  Ireland,  and  Germany,  and  how  our  country  fived  in 
peace,  which  was  likely  to  oome  to  trouble  hastily  also,  if  we 
amended  not  our  lires^  Thereafter,  he  appointed  a  fast  to  h^ 
kept  next  Sunday  and  Thursday  thereafter,  conform  to  the  order 
of  the  said  declaration,  which  was  at  our  kirk  solemnlv  kept. 

About  the  13th  of  February,  word  came  to  Aberdeen,  that 
thC'  queen'«  majesty  had  sent  out  of  Holland  to  Newcastle 
store  of  ammunition,  powder  and  ball,  with  ten  tun  of  gold, 
amoanting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  ster-* 
ling,  with  officers  and  braye  commanders  of  French  and  Wal- 
loons, about  two  thousand*  Thereafter,  herself  takes  voyage, 
accompanied-  with  five  great  war  ships,  at  the  prince  of 
Orange's  direction,  having  Martin  Harper  Trump  for  her  ad- 
miral, with  charge  to  defend  her  agaLnst  the  parliamentars,  if 
they  haj^ned  to  impede  her  passage,  or  pursue  her  by  the 
way,  but  being  landed,  had  no  farther  to  defend  hen  The  crafty 
Hollanders  gives  way  to  the  prince  of  Orange's  orders,  but  had 
a  great  malice  agmnst  the  queen,  and  beyond  her  expectation 
laid  down  a  course  for  her  destruction ;  which  was,  when  they 
understood  she  was  to  land  at  Newcastle,  therefore  they  pri- 
vately advised  the  parliament  of  her  drijBt,  whex^upon  they  di- 
rected six  royal  ships  to  ly  at  the  road  of  Newcastle,  and  thereji 
after  Martin  Harper  Trump  had  taken  his  leave,  to  have  the 
queen  dead  or  quick ;  but  Gknl  disappointed  the  treacherous  de- 
eigns  of  allher  enemies,  for,  beyond aU  expectation,  she  lands  at 
Burlington-bay^  twelve  miles  besouth  Newcastle.  Thir  rebel 
ships  are  hastily  advertised  by  a  pinnace  of  her  arrival,  where-* 
upon  they  hoist  sail  and  come  with  shot  of  cannon  to  the  town, 
sends  privately  a  pinnace  ashcn-e  to  design  the  house  where  the 
queen  was  lodged,  whilk  being  done,  her  majesty,  having  mind 
of  no  evil,  but  glad  of  rest,  now  wearied  by  the  sea,  is  cruelly 
assaulted ;  for  this  six  rebel  ships,  ilk  ane  bv  course,  sets  their 
broadside  to  her  lodging,  batters  the  house,  dings  down  the  roof, 
ere  she  wist  of  herself;  but  she  gets  up  out  of  her  naked  bed  in 
her  night  walycoat,  barefooted  and  barele^ed,  with  her  maids 
of  honour,  whereof  one  for  plain  fear  went  straight  mad,  being 
a  nobleman  of  England's  daughter.  She  gets  s^ely  out  of  the 
bouse,  albeit  Ae  stones  were  falling  about  her  head,  yet  courage 
ously  she  goes  out,  they  shooting  still,  and  by  providence  of  the 
Almighty  she  escapes,  with  all  her  company  (except  the  maid  of 
honour)  and  goes  to  a  den  which  the  cannons  could  not  reach, 
and  on  the  bore  fields  she  rested,  instead  of  stately  lodgings  clad 
with  curious  tapestry.  It  is  said  she  offered  to  the  captains  of 
those  war  ships  which  convoyed  her  (before  their  parting)  rich 
rewfu'ds  for  their  service,  but  they  altogether  refused  the  samen, 
saying,  the  prince  of  Orange  had  forbidden  them,  under  the  pain 
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6f  deaih,  to  take  her  money.  ^<  Well,  then,"  says  she,  <<  take  liere 
ilk  ane  of  you  dCptains  a  chain  of  gold  to  wear  for  my  sake, 
which  I  conceive  is  not  under  the  compass  of  his  command  ;*' 
which  they  in  all  humility  accepted  and  received.  It  is  said  tfair 
rebels  shot  eighty  pieces  of  cannon  before  they  left  off,  syne  went 
their  way  to  die  sea.  Now,  let  the  good  reader  judge  of  the  cruel 
tyranny  and  oppression  that  thir  rebels  used  against  the  person  of 
so  noble  a  queen,  unmatehable  in  this  age  for  her  many  shining 
virtues  and  unspeakable  love  to  her  royal  king,  who  for  his 
honour  had  undergone  those  miseries  both  hy  sea  and  land,  and 
who,  by  her  industry,  had  furnished  men,  money,  ammunitioQy 
powder  and  ball,  and  arms  for  forty  thousand  men.  Consider 
also,  what  news  this  volley  of  cannon  was  to  the  king,  when  he 
heard  of  her  so  dangerous  welcome.  Now,  there  ciMnes  to  her  ma- 
jesty upon  the  morn,  the  earl  of  Newcastle,  with  a  hrave  com-* 
pany,  and  convoyed  the  queen  safely  to  Newcastle.  It  is  aaid^ 
when  she  went  over  to  Holland,  she  craftily  convoyed  out  of  the 
Tower  of  London  the  haill  Jewells  and  ornaments  of  the  crown» 
and  engaged  them  at  Amsterdam,  and  other  places,  for  money 
to  provide  the  king's  army  in  this  his  most  grievous  troubles  and 
distress ;  commended  and  praised  through  all  Christendom,  ex- 
cept by  the  king's  enemies,  who  falsely  disapproved  her  doings^ 
and  traitorously  traduced  her  by  many  infamous  lies,  pasquils^ 
and  libels,  as  was  reported.  Thus,  through  great  basird,  the 
Iiord  brought  her  from  Holland  to  Newcastle  about  the  — — —  day 
of  January ;  always  she  is  convoyed,  where  she  is  made  welcome 
with  joy  and  mirth,  and  there  remained  till  the  18th  of  June. 
It  was  further  reported,  that  there  came  frae  the  queen  to 
Newcastle,  four  ships,  with  some  of  her  maids  of  honour,  hav-* 
ing  within  them  sixty  Dutch  horse^  and  as  many  commanders^ 
and  nine  hundred  old  beaten  soldiers,  and  that  herself  at  that 
time,  with  the  rest  of  her  navy  that  was  with  her,  were  by  storm 
of  weather  driven  back  to  Holland,  and  thereafter  she  eame 
forward  as  is  before  noted,  having  with  her  above  ten  nuUiona 
of  dollars. 

About  this  13th  of  February,  there  came  a  letter  from  Bx^g^ 
land  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  shewing  that  prince  Rupert  had 
totally  defeated  the  parliament's  forces  at  Tuxford,  and  that  Mr« 
Hastings  had  done  the  like  in  Derbyshire ;  also,  that  the  earl  of 
Newcastle  had  committed  to  prison  the  late  govemour  of  York» 
and  the  sheriff,  together  with  the  earl  of  Newport,  the  last  two 
at  Pomfret,  and  the  first  at  Newark-upon-Trent^  and  that  air 
Thomas  Glemond  is  now  governonr  of  York. 

The  laird  of  Craigie,  Gordon,  Donald  FarquharsoQ,  and     ■ 
Gordon,  younger  of  Arradoul,  brought  in  to  Old  Aberdeen,  aboat 
the  16th  of  February,  eighty  soldiers,  who  shipped  at  Aberdeen 
Tvith  the  laird  of  Craigie,  for  France. 

Upon  the  18th  of  February,  the  laird  of  Cluny,  with  Mrs. 
licsly,  his  good-daughter,  and  another  English  gentlewoman^  re* 
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tamed  ifVoni  Dorham  borne  to  bis  own  bouse  in  Old  Abierdieen, 
leaving  hie  lady  dead  and  buried  behind  him.  It  was  said,  he 
had  purchased  frae  the  lords  a  supersedere,  with  consent  of  his 
creditors,  for  four  months  space,  to  pay  his  debt. 

Colonel  Hurrie,  upon  some  miscontentment,  left  the  parlia- 
ment  and  came  nnto  the.  king,  who  did  him  good  service,  as 
after  does  appear.  Sir  James  Ramsay,  brother  to  the  laird  of 
Balmain,  of  whom  ye  have  heard  before,  likewise  leaves  the  par- 
liament, and  comes  into  Scotland  about  this  month  of  February. 

Su^day  the  26th  of  February,  fast  and  humiliation  was  so* 
lemnly  kept  at  our  Oldtown  church,  and  the  remanent  kirks  of 
<mt  diocese,  at  command  and  for  the  causes  therein  contained,  in 
the  declaration  given  by  the  commissioners  of  the  general  assem- 
bly, as  ye  have  heard  before ;  and  likewise,  on  Thursday  there* 
after,  fast  and  prayer  in  bodi  Aberdeens,  and  through  the  dio* 
case ;  and  in  New  Aberdeen  preaching  before  and  after  noon,  so 
precisely  kept,  that  no  merchant,  tradesman,  or  craftsman's 
booth-door  was « seen  opened,  yea,  not  a  load  of  peats  nor  other 
commodities  durst  be  brought  in  to  sell,  under  pain  of  confisca* 
tion,  this  day  was  so  highly  kept ;  but  never  fasting  and  prayii^ 
for  the  king,  nor  thanksgiving  for  his  victory;  as  the  church 
j^eased,  the  people  behoved  to  obey,  albeit  wearied  heavily  there-" 
with,  and  withal  great  crying  out  of  pulpits  against  papists,  and 
incoming  of  popery,  which  they  made  to  be  one  of  their  greatest 
grounds  whereon  their  fastings  proceeded. 

The  marquis  of  Hamilton,  hearing  of  the  queen's  arrival,  about 
the  first  of  March,  went  to  salute  her  at  Newcastle.  The  earls 
of  Montrose,  Traquair,  and  the  lord  Ogilvie,  followed  to  see 
her  mqesty  also.  However,  there  was  some  speeches  of  contro- 
versy betwixt  Hamilton  and  Montrose,  in  presence  of  the  queen^ 
as  was  said :  in  end,  ilk  ana  returned  home  as  they  went  out. 

Now,  thundering  daily  put  of  pulpits  against  papists  in  Aber^ 
deen.  None  durst  be  seen,  but  searched  and  souffht  for,  sic  as 
Thomas  Menaies  of  Balgowny,  his  wife  and  children*  ,  Mr« 
George  Anderson,  Robert  Irvine,  and  John  Forbes,  who  had 
twmmission  for  this  parish,  accompanied  with  Mr.  John 
Xiundie  and  James  Innes,  baillies  of  Old  Aberdeen,  went  out 
upon  a  Sabbath-day  after  the  afternoon's  sermon,  with  caption  to 
iake  Alexander  Harvey,  in  Grandhome,  for  popery,  who  was 
lying  bedfast  in  the  gout,  to  have  taken  him  as  an  excommuni- 
eate  papist,  but  they  could  not  find  him ;  his  son  they  saw  upon 
horseback,  cKcommunicate  also,  but  they  had  no  commission 
against  him,  and  so  they  came  back  again  without  more  ado. 
Strange  stirring,  to  see  that  thir  commissions,  by  instigation  of 
Mr.  iUidrew  Quit,  and  remanent  ministers  of  both  Aberdeens, 
should  be  execute  upon  a  Sunday,  ^cpressly  prohiUted  in  other 
cases  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdom  I  and  upon  the  18th  of  April, 
the  young  laird  of  Birkenbog,  by  commission,  accompanied  with 
the  baillies  of  Banff,  brought  into  Aberdeen  a  priest  called      »■■? 
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Robertaon,  who  was  taken  by  the  sheriff  out  of  -^i^—  Forbes  of 
Blaektown's  house,  and  first  had  to  Banff,  and  straitly  warded, 
and  thereafter  transported  to  Aberdeen  by  the  sheriff  and  bulfiea 
of  Banff,  and  bi^nght  into  the  provincial  assembly  of  New 
Aberdeen.  He  was  pat  again  into  the  tolbooth,  and  shortly 
thereafter  transported  to  SUnborgh  to  the  council,  and  afto' 
some  trials,  in  the  end  he  was  dioiissed  to  WestFlaiulersy  obliged, 
under  the  pain  of  death,  never  to  return  bade  to  Scotland  again. 

Upon  the  5th  of  Mifrch,  and  second  Sunday  of  Lentroa,  the 
oommunion  was  celebn^^  in  Old  Aberdeen.  The  minister, 
when  ihe  first  table  was  full  of  people,  upon  his.knees  said  a 
prayer ;  the  people  at  the  table  part  sitting,'part  keeling.  There* 
after,  and  after  some  short  ezbertation,  he  gave  the  communion 
to  the  people,  all  sitting  at  the  table,  and  ail  the  rest  that  day 
and  Sunday  thereafter,  ilk  ane  giving  the  cup  to  otliers. 

Tuesday  the  7th  of  March,  -^ — ^  Sforison,  spouse  to  William 
Lamb,  buter  in  Aberdeen,  lying  in  childbed  about  twelve  di^ 

rce,  rose  up  quietly  without  knowledge  of  any,  and  desperately 
wned  herself  in  the  water  of  Dee,  bends  tbeTrauty  ckuicfa^ 
to  the  admiration  of  her-  husband  and  neighbours  m  Aberdeen ! 
She  was  called  a  discreet  woman,  except  dmt  she  was  inclined  to 
swearing,  and  no  cause  of  her  miBcontentment  known,  but 
fcsmpted  by  tlie  devil  in  thir  troublesome  times  I  lamentable  to 
seel 

Now  Munro  lies  still  in  Ireland,  victuals  from  Scotland  being 
daily  transported  to  him,  and  the  remanent  of  our  Scots  regi- 
ments, to  the  breeding  of  great  dearth  here,'  and  little  good  ser«- 
vice  done  by  them  against  the  Irishes  there. 

Upon  Sunday  the  21st  of  March,  at  night,  John  Dugar .  his 
men  came  to  the  Garioch,  and  took  out  of  John  Forbes  of 
Lesly's  bounds  one  of  his  tenants  called  James  Anderson,  an  ho^ 
nest  yeoman.  The  cry  goes ;  young  Lesly,  with  a  servant  called 
James  Dunbar,  follows  upon  horse,  kills  one  of  the  limmars^ 
takes  another,  and  sends  him  to  the  council,  where  he  was  hang- 
ed, and  James  Anderson  was  rescued,  and  wan  safely  home. 

John  Dugar  hearing  this  news,  or  more  truly  Duncan  Dugar 
hearing  of  the  samen,  came  upon  the  27th  of  March  to  the  town 
of  Birkenbreul,  with  two  servants,  where  he  met  with  Afr.  Wil«> 
fiam  Forbes  of  the  folk  of  Brux,  he  having  two  men  with  faim 
also,  holden  both  pretty  men ;  but  this  Mr.  William  was  a  hraTe 
gentleman.  They  entered  in  drinking;  his  two  men- fell  askep^ 
thinking  upon  no  evil ;  then  there  fell  out  some  speeches  betwixt 
him  and  this  Dugar,  and  he  suddenly  bends  a  pistol  and  holds  to 
his  breast,  but  Dugar  chops  up  the  pistol,  whereby  he  shoots  him 
through  the  shoulder,  but  he  behind  the  hand  with  a  durk  sticks 
lliis  Forbes  through  the  body  dead ;  ^ne  with  his  own  hands 
killed  his  two  servants  sleeping,  and  safely  goes  to  the  door,  and 
without  any  more  ado  wins  away  witli  his  hurt  through  his 
flhottlder,    without  any  more   revenge ;   lamentable  to  behold  ! 
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Tliir  Dogani  boee  ilie  Forbwaes,  hy  any  other  nrnrn^^  a  great  in- 
dignation. 

Tlieire  eame  news  from  YiHrk»  dated  the  27th  of  Maioh,  ehew- 
ing  that  his  majesty  had  written  to  the  qoeen,  that  he  had,  upon 
Btrict  muster  now  at  Oxford,  tweWe  thoiiaand  foot,  and  of  horse 
and  dragoons  six  thousand.  The  lord  Herbert  from  Wales  had 
assaved  the  king  of  six  thoosaad  men,  horse  and  foot,  to  attend 
bis  majesty  at  Oxford ;  and  Ralph  Hopeton  has  between  seven 
tboQaand  and  eight  thousand  men  ready  to  march  into  Shrop- 
dure.  There  are  three  thousand  horse  and  foot  nnder  the  com- 
mand of  the  lord  Capel ;  in  Worcester,  one  thousand  horse  ready 
to  marsh  to  Oxford^  and  the  king's  army  is  duly  paid.  Forty 
thousand  pound  weight  of  ^te,  and  fifteen  thousand  pound 
weight  of  mgots  of  gold  were  brought  to  the  minthoose  At  Ox- 
ford, deliverod  for  the  king's  use.  .  The  earl  of  Northampton 
took  in  Stamford  for  the  king's  own  use,  where  the  earl  of  Stam- 
fwd  himself  was  killed,  as  an  enemy  to  the  king. 

The  merchants  of  Bristol  haYc  rigged  out  fourteen  ships,  un- 
der sir  John  Pennington,  the  king's  admiral,  ^nd  that  the  fa- 
mous sir  Nicholas has  set  out  eight  ships,  so  that  the  king 

was  to  haTo  such  share  against  the  parliaoMnt  upon  the  sea,  as 
he  has  upon  land,  and  his  army  daily  increasing. 

Tho  eari  ^  Derby  has  eleren  companies  of  horse  and  nineteen 
companies  of  foot,  well  armed,  and  three  thousand  clubmen,  for 
whom  he  has  sent  for  arms  and  ammunition.  He  took  in  the 
town  of  Lancaster  by  assault. 

Scarborough  is  surrounded  by  sir  Hugh  Chnmly  to  the  king ; 
Whitby  brought  in  foinr  foot  companies,  two  troops  of  horse,  and 
three  of  dragoons. 

Orieson,  lieutenant  at  Grantham,  with  his  haill  troops,  came 
over  to  K^iderson,  the  king's  man,  when  he  was  at  Newark,  and 
the  night  after  the  town  was  surprised,  and  four  hundred  men 
taken  in  it. 

There  is  some  divisions  in  London.  Our  countrymen,  Bal- 
four and  Hurrie,  have  laid  down  their  commissions ;  our  Scots- 
men got  no  payment,  and  daily  a£Pronted  by  the  English,  which 
they  cannot  bear.  Now  commissioners  were  going  from  the  par- 
liament to  the  king  with  much  fairer  propositions,  and  many  be- 
gan to  hope  an  accommodation. 

The  lord  Aboyn,  in  the*  month  of  March,  went  from  Strath- 
boggie,  accompanied  with  some  twelve  gentlemen,  whereof  agent 
Oonlon  was  one,  towards  York,  to  see  the  queen. 

To  remember  this  month  of  March ;  it  was  very  unseasonable, 
frosts,  sleets,  snow,  hailstones,  and  the  wind  still  northerly. 

About  the  1st  of  April,  word  came  to  Aberdeen  that  prince 
Btipert  had  taken  in  Windsor  with  great  bloodshed. 

The  queen  is  lying  still  at  Y<Mrk,  well  guard^  with  about  ten 
tbonsand  soldiers,  who  still  is  drawing  friends  to  her,  who  pro- 
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mised  to  get  them  remissiong  for  bygones,  npon  tbeir  loyftlty  in 
time  to  come. 

Ye  beard  before,  how  our  commissioners  were  directed  to  the 
king  by  the  conservators,  for  preserving  of  peace.  No  word 
comes  from  them  all  this  time,  because  the  ways  were  straitly 
kept,  letters  broken  up,  which  were  found,  and  use  made  of 
them ;  but  it  is  said  his  majesty,  about  the  7th  of  April,  and  not 
till  then,  demanded  wherefore  they  were  come,  who  answered, 
they  were  directed  from  the  conservators  of  peace  for  conserving' 
of  peace  between  the  two  kingdoms ;  and  to  contribute  their  best 
endeavours  for  unity  of  religion  and  uniformity  of  church  gii>- 
vernment,  and  removal  of  all  differences  between  his  majesty 
and  both  houses  of  parliament ;  whereunto  hia  majesty  made  the 
answer  subsequent : — 

"  We  have  considered  your  propositions  and.oommission  by  whtdi  you  are 
authorised  to  come  hither,  for  the  oommissioners  for  conserving  of  the  peaee 
between  hoth  kingdoms.  We  have  likewise  duly  and  carefully  weighed  and 
examined  the  acts  of  pacifications  between  our  two  kingdoms,  upon  which  yon 
seem  to  ground  your  commission,  and  to  hold  yourselves  warranted  and  oUiged 
to  contribute  your  endeavours,  for  unity  of  religion  and  uniformity  of  church 
government  within  ail  our  dominions,  and  removal  of  all  differences  between 
us  and  two  houses  of  parliament.  There  is  nothing  in  that  treaty  (by  our  act) 
which  we  shall  not  solemnly  and  withal  constantly  observe  always,  and  we  hope 
it  shall  .be  the  care  of  all  our  loving  subjects  in  both  kingdoms  to  do  so  too, 
that  the  peace  may  be  perpetually  kept  between  them ;  neither  la  there  any 
mean  we  woukl  not  use  to  remove  such  unhappy  differences  between  us  and 
our  two  houses  of  parliament,  as  we  have  done  to  prevent  them.  But  we  do 
not  understand,  that  you  or  the  commissioners  for  conserving  the  peace  fbr 
both  kingdoms  are  warranted  and  obliged  to  interpoae  in  the  affairs  and  differ- 
ences of  our  kingdom  of  England ;  and  therefore  we  cannot,  in  a  business 
that  so  much  concerns  the  honour  and  interest  of  the  nation,  adroit  you  under 
that  capacity,  or  consent  that  you  go  qualified  for  such  a  mediation  to  our 
two  houses  of  parliament,  till  you  make  it  appear  unto  us,'  upon  whidi  breach 
of  that  act  this  warrant  and  obligation  of  yours,  and  of  them  that  sent  you, 
is  grounded." 

With  this  answer  our  commissioners  took  their  leave,  and  had 
safe  conduct  to  come  home. 

Tuesday  the  I8th  of  April,  and  third  Tuesday  thereof,  oar 
provincial  assembly  sat  down  in  New  Aberdeen.  Mr.  William 
Douglas,  minister  at  Forgue,  with  great  joining,  was  chosen  mo- 
derator ;  ilk  ane  striving  for  this  place.  Strange  orders  against 
the  papists.  Othro  Ferrendale  was  found  to  have  given  sufficient 
satisfaction,  and  he  sware  the  covenant  now  whilk  he  had  sub- 
scribed before ;  two  ministers  were  sent  for  the  laird  of  Cone  to 
come  over  to  this  assembly,  where  the  brethren  conferred  pub- 
lickly  with  him.  '  He  kept  still  his  tenets,  and  could  not  be  dis- 
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Buaded  there£nM,  neither  for  fear  nor  force,  and  stonily  alledged 
he  was  wrongoosly  and  nnjoatly  deposed,  witfaoat  any  lawful 
ground;  dwie  more  by  James  Murray,  clerk  to  the  general 
assemUyt  than  otherwise  by  good  order.  He  answered  all  their 
queries  worthily  and  pertinently ;  at  last,  the  brethren  conclude 
fad  declare  his  place,  as  professor,  to  continue  in  dependence, 
while  the  next  succeeding  provincial  assembly ;  and  in  the  in- 
terim to  advise  with  the  next  general  assembly. 

Horribly  uncouth  and  unkindly  weather  at  this  time,  frosty 
and  cold ;  marvellous  to  see  in  April  !  fishes,  fowls,  and  all  other 
oommodities  scarce  getable  in  Aberdeen.  Malt  at  sixteen  merks, 
white  meal  at  nine  pound,  household  meal  at  eleven  or  twelve 
merks  the  boll ;  marvellous  to  see !  Notwithstanding,  this  as- 
sembly did  not  proclaim  a  fast,  whereby  we  might  crave  God's 
mercy  for  our  sins,  and  that  he  would  remove  this  tempestuous 
weather,  now  in  the  very  spring;  but  many  days  of  fast  and 
humiliation  were  ordained  before,  and  days  of  thanksgiving  for 
lighter  causes.  Upon  Friday  the  21st  of  April  the  brethren  di»- 
solved^  and  ilk  man  home. 

Upon  the  4th  of  May,  a  great  convention  was  holden  at  Edin- 
bnigh:  to  the  whilk  meeting,  our,  commissioners,  viz.  the  chan- 
oellolr,  Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  and  Mr.  Robert  Barclay, 
came  down  frae  the  king ;  the  earls  of  Roxburgh  and  Lindsay 
came  likewise  down :  but  at  this  meeting  there  was  little  or  noth- 
ing done,  but  all  continued  to  the  22d  of  June. 

Ye  heard  before,  how  Hamilton,  Montrose,  Traquair,  and 
Ogilvie,  went  up  to  Newcastle  to  visit  the  queen.  Tley  in. se- 
veral companies  came  shortly  down,  leaving  her  majesty  at 
I^ewcastle. 

Upon  the  29th  of  May,  a  ship  loaded  with  victual,  lying  in 
Ythan,  a  plank  struck  out  of  her  side,  and  filled  with  salt 
water;  the  meal  was  put  afloat,  a  great  part  perished,  which 
was  the  country  people's  malison,  and  God  heard  the  samen  ;  for 
Mr.  Robert  Farquhar  and  other  merchants  had  coft  all  the 
victual  they  could  get  in  Buchan,  Man*,  Garioch,  Boyn,  £nzie, 
Murray,  Ross,  Sutherland,  south  and  north,  gave  great  prices 
therefor,  upon  condition  to  receive  greater  prices  again  for  their 
own  particular  commodity ;  and  to  have  been  transported  into  Ire- 
land, to  the  wreck  of  our  country,  giving  nine  pound  for  the  boll, 
whereas  it  might  have  been  sold  for  the  half.  Sic  as  was  re- 
covered of  this  meal  was  had  away  in  small  barks,  but  this  ship 
lay  still  while  she  was  mended,  and  scared  away  the  salmon 
fishes,  as  was  thought. 

About  this  time,  a  number  of  pirates,  Dunkirkers  and  Irishes, 
frequented  thir  coasts,  about  the  number  of  sixteen.  They  did 
great  skaith  to  our  ships  and  barks,  some  they  took  and  set  the 
men  ashore ;  they  set  a  bark  ladened  with  coals  on  fire,  in  sight 
of  the  owners,  whom  they  had  set  on  shore  at  Peterhead. 

General-major  Monro  about  this  time  had  taken  the  earl  i>( 
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Antrinii  npon  whom  he  had  ibmid  several  teUfeni  VBiy  vtupiriMs; 
he  writes  to  the  eoimcil  of  Scotlaiid  of  tMe  pariRMe^  md  t»  the 
general,  atid  therewith  sends  the  letter^nnto  them,  whieh,  with 
the  manner  of  the  earl's  taking,  was  disooTored  by  Mi  itB- 
printed  pi^r  set  out  by  the  house  of  eoinmons. 

The  earl  of  Nithsdale  and  Tiseoant  of  Aboyn  are  SttUttnoued 
at  their  dwelling-places  and  mercat  creeses,  to  compear  before 
the  lords  of  council  unckir  the  pain  of  treason,  At  the  meeting  to 
be  kept  at  Bdinburgh  the  22d  of  June ;  but  thir  lords  gSrve  no 
obedience  to  this  summonds,  standing  to  their  innocenee^-  attd 
riledged  this  was  but  a  forged  draught,  to  cause  them  eompeftry 
syne  abase  them  by  warding,  fining,  or  other  punition  as  they 
j^eased  best,  and,  being  in  their  hands,  they  ooald  not  flee  their 
mtentions  good  or  bad. 

Ye  heard  before  of  a  meeting  at  Edinburgh,  and  how  all 
was  continued  to  die  22d  of  June ;  the  cause  of  this  convention 
was  grounded  upon  false  rumours,  and  improbable  tales  sent 
down  by  the  parliament  of  England  to  our  Scottish  couneil,  say- 
ing, they  would  prove  that  his  majesty  had  written  to  the  pope 
(thereby  to  withinaw  the  hearts  of  his  loyal  subjects)  that  he 
should  bring  his  three  kingdoms  under  the  Romidli  reUgion,  or 
lose  his  three  crowns,  with  many  other  odions  speeches  againat 
his  majesty ;  which  they  o£Fered  to  prove  by  the  king's  own  hot- 
ter written  to  the  pope,  thereby  to  withdraw  the  hearts  of  his 
loyal  subjects  *from  their  loyal  obedience  to  Us  majesty,  and 
withal  did  crave  aid  and  assistance  of  ten  thousand  men. 
Always,  the  council  thought  it  good  to  conveen  the  oons^rratora 
of  peace,  and  haill  estates  of  this  kingdom,  at  Edinbnrgh  the 
22d  of  June,  to  capitulate  upon  thir  and  other  urgent  bu&ess. 

The  king,  hearing  of  thir  fidse  calumnies,  disperaed  and  spread 
against  his  royal  majesty,  quiddy  takes  occasion  to  purge  Irimsdf 
from  th^se  vile  aspersions,  by  sending  down  a  missive  to  sevenl 
of  our  nobility,  and  one  among  the  rest  to  the  lord  marquis  of 
Huntly,  whereof  the  tenor  follows : — 

««  CHARLES  REX. 

''  Right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved  ooubui,  and  right  tmaty  and  wett«be» 
lored,  we  greet  you  well.  Sinoe  nothing  on  eurth  can  be  more  dear  unto  ns 
than  the  preservation  of  the  affection  of  our  peqplej  and  among  them  none 
more  than  of  those  of  oar  native  kingdom^  which,  as  the  long  and  nninlemqpted 
government  of  as  and  our  predeeeasors  over  them,  doth  give  ns  just  reason,  in 
a  more  near  and  special  manner,  to  challenge  from  them ;  so  may  they  justly 
expect  a  particular  tenderness  from  us,  in  every  thing  which  may  contribute  to 
their  happiness.  But  knowing  what  industry  is  used  (by  scattering  seditiooB 
pamphlets,  and  employing  private  agents  and  ministers)  to  give  bad  impres- 
sions of  us  and  our  proceedings ;  and,  under  a  pretence  of  danger  to  religioa 
and  government,  to  corrupt  their  fidelities  and  sJections,  and  to  engage  them 
in  an  unjust  quarrel  agunst  us  their  king ;  we  cannot,  therefore,  bat  remove 
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I  JMlmuki^  ttd  aoove  their  fian  fitxii  •&  po«i|bJKfy  of  my  knard  lo 
•kber  of  these  ftom  m.  We  haye,  ihereAyn^  thoDght  fit  to  require  yon  to 
otU  together  your  ftaeadiy  TaeHle,  tensntSy  and  sueh  otben  m  have  any  de« 
pendenoe  upon  yoQ«  and  in  our  uanie  to  thew  them  our  wiUingneM  to  give  aU 
aaeuraacei  they  eau  dcaenre^  or  we  poMiUy  grant,  (if  more  can  he  given  than 
already  ia)>  of  pRMnring  innobUy  aD  thew  graees  and  faToun,  which  of  hrta 
wogianiedio  thai  our  kingdom  ;  and  we  do  wish  God  to  to  bless  our  proeeedingi 
and  posterity,  as  we  do  really  make  gsod  and  perform  this  promise.  We  hope 
this  will  give  ao  full  satiaftetion  of  thia  our  aokmn  peotssUtion,  that  no  such 
persons  aa  atudy  diriaiony  or  go  about  lo  weaken  the  confidence  betwixt  us  and 
our  people,  and  juatly  desenre  the  name  and  punishment  of  incendiaries,  shall 
ha  sheltered  from  the  hand  of  juatice ;  and  all  sudi  others,  as  shall  endeavour 
peace  and  unity,  and  obedience  to  us  and  our  laws,  may  expect  that  protectioil 
and  inoresse  of  fiivouia  from  us,  which  thefar  fidelity  deserves.  80  expecting 
your  eare  herecf,  we  bid  you  hesrcily  AurewelL 

**  Wtaok  omr  court  at  Qxibid,  Stst  April,  1048." 


Thin  pnper  would  iqipear  to  give  eonteat  to  all  his  majesty's 
good  sttbjeela,  and  to  dear  himself  fi«e  all  these  foul  aspersions 
laid  out  against  him  by  his  enemies.  How  soon  the  marquis  of 
Hnntiy  receives  his  majesty's  letter,  with  all  diligence  he  comes 
to  George  Middleton's  house  in  Old  Aberdeen,  upon  Friday  the 
Sd  of  June,  and  with  all  possible  speed  sends  over  another  letter 
of  the  same  oontents  (whilk  was  within  the  marquis'  paoquet)  to 
Patoiek  Lesly,  provost,  desiring  the  same  to  be  publickiy  read 
twfore  the  town's  people  of  Aberdeen,  who  upon  the  mom,  being 
Saturday,  hastily  convnened  the  council,  and  their  minister,  Mr. 
Andrew  Cant.  The  letter  is  broken  up  and  read  in  their  au- 
dience, and  the  township  ordained  to  be  warned  to  compear 
within  the  tolbooth  at  ten  hours  on  Monday  next,  by  tuck  (rf* 
drum,  for  hearing  the  sune  publickiy  read.  After  their  meet- 
ing, the  provost  melared,  that  his  majesty's  letter  came  within 
the  marquis'  poequet,  to  be  read  in  Aberdeen,  whilk  letter  he 
caused  the  clenc  read  pnbliekly ;  and  the  peo^^e  said,  *'  God  save 
the  king,'/  and  ao  disaolyed  in  peace. 

The  king  sent  sundry  of  the  like  letters  to  his  nobility  and 
good  subjects,  to  be  divulged  and  spread  throughout  the  king- 
dom. 

Now  the  marquis  coming  to  Aberdeen,  as  said  is,  in  quiet 
manner,  he  upon  the  mom,  being  Saturday,  directs  the  lord 
Abo3m  to  meet  the  marquis  of  Montrose  and  the  lord  Ogilvie, 
who  convoyed  them  to  his  father ;  they  supped  and  lodnd  to- 
gether that  night.  The  moru,  being  Sunday,  they  heard  devo- 
tion before  and  after  noon ;  stayed  all  night  together.  On  Mon- 
day, the  marquis,  being  chancellor  of  the  university,  elected  by 
the  members  tkereof,  and  ratified  by  the  king,  since  the  abolish- 
ing of  biriiops,  came  down  to  visit  the  said  college,  and  retum- 
ed  to  the  lords  back  again.  Tuesday,  the  marquis  and  they 
-parted,  and  he  rode  down  to  Kelly  that  night   Upon  the  mora, 
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tbe  earl  of  Mariscball  and  the  earl  of  Montrose,  with  the  lord 
Ogilvie  and  lord  Ban£F,  having  met  with  others,  eame  alU^ther 
to  the  said  place  of  Kelly,  where  the  marquis  was,  and  b^e  all 
that  night  in  joyful  manner.  Upon  the  morn  they  parted  coni- 
pany.  The  marquis  rode  to  Stratbboggie ;  the  earl  Mariscball 
rode  to  Inverurie ;  the  lord  Ban£F  to  Ruttie ;  Montrose  and  the 
lord  Ogilvie  eame  back  io  Geoi^  Middleton's  house,  and  from 
thenee  they  rode  south  to  the  king. 

The  marquis,  according  to  the  direction  of  his  majesty's  let- 
ter, conveened  bis  friends  at  Inverurie,  upon  the  15th  of  June, 
and  there  publickly  read  the  samen  in  their  audience,  and  ao 
departed.  But  thir  meetings  bred  no  little  fear  in  the  hearts  of 
the  Covenanters. 

A  meeting  among  the  clergy  at  London,  without  any  bishops 
except  the  bishop  of  Armagh,  primate  of  Ireland,  .upon  the  1st 
of  June,  for  ordering  their  kirk,  where  episcopacy  and  Common 
Prayer-books  were  found  lawful,  as  was  reported. 

Sunday  the  11th  of  June,  and  Wednesday  thereafter,  both 
fasting  days  appointed  by  the  committee  of  the  general  assembly 
at  Edinburgh,  through  all  the  parish  kirks  of  Scotland,  for  a 
happy  success  to  the  ensuing  meeting  to  be  holden  at  Edinburgh. 
It  was  solemnly  kept  in  both  Aberdeens ;  no  booth-door  durst  be 
opened  in  New  Aberdeen  upon  Saturday  before,  because  of  the 
preparation  sermon,  and  charged  so  by  tuck  of  drum. 

The  earl  of  Marischall  rides  south  to  this  meeting;  the  laird  of 
Drum  and  the  laird  of  Philorth  as  commissioners  for  the  shire  of 
Aberdeen;  Patrick  Lesly,  as  commissioner  for  the  town;  Mr. 
Andrew  Cant  and  Mr.  James  Martine,  minister  .at  Peterhead, 
was  written  for;  and  Dr.  Guild,  for  the  college  aflhirs,  went 
over  alt<^ether. 

Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie,  and  Mr.  John 
Oswald,  minister  at  Aberdeen,  went  as  commissioners  for  the 
presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  to  the  general  assembly  to  be  holden  at 
Edinburgh  the  2d  day  of  August  next,  and  Thomas  Mowat,  bur- 
gess of  Aberdeen,  as  ruling  elder;  they  went  off  about  the  15th 
day  of  June. 

About  this  time,  sir  George  Gordon,  elder  of  Gight,  came 
home  out  of  Germany,  where  he  had  been  since  he  was  taken  out 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Lesly's  house,  as  ye  have  heard  before. 

About  the  18th  of  June,  the  queen's  majesty  comes  to  Oxford, 
where  the  king  was,  frae  York,  where  she  had  remained  since 
her  coming  from  Newcastle,  as  ye  have  heard.  She  is  convoyed 
with  crowner  Alexander  Lesly  of  Auchintoul,  crowner  Hender- 
son, and  several  other  commanders,  with  an  army  of  five  thou- 
sand men,  well  armed  and  furnished  with  all  things  necessary. 
In  her  way  to  Nottingham,  she  is  beset  with  an  army  by  the 
lord  Gray,  of  purpose  to  have  taken  her  prisoner.  It  is  stoutly 
foughten  (in  his  majesty's  own  presence,  standinff  looking  on)  by 
crowner  Henderson,  where  the  lord  Gray  .was  sbamefully  rout- 
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ed,  and  put  to  flight,  and  her  majesty  (having  the  dake  of  Lennox 
all  the  time  of  her  absence)  goes  safely  on  towards  the  king, 
where  he  made  her  heartily  welcome,  as  she  well  deserved. 

Upon  the day  of  June,  Alexander  Gordon  of  Brassmore, 

through  evil  counsel,  pitifully  hurt  and  sore  wounded  John  Gor- 
don, his  own  and  only  brother-german,  in  his  hand,  and  diverse 
parts  of  his  body,  upon  a  slight  occasion,  at  the  bishop's  back 
yett,  and  thereafter  would  not  entertain  him,  so  that  he  lived  in 
great  misery,  and  in  the  end  was  forced  to  leave  the  country, 
and  go  in  service  with  captain  Hepburn  into  France. 

Upon  the  22d  day  of  June,  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council  and  the  commissioners  for  conserving  the  articles  of  the 
treaty,  and  haill  estates,  conveened  in  Edinburgh  upon  some 
grave  respects  and  considerations.  The  roll  of  the  commissioners 
names  was  the  first  day  read,  and  the  next  day  their  commis- 
sions were  read,  whereof  some  thorough  informality  was  repell- 
ed. Among  other  matters  that  were  handled,  the  earl  of  Cam- 
wath,  sometime  called  sir  Robert  Dalziel,  was  publickly  accused 
upon  some  speeches,  as  was  said,  whereunto  he*  made  his  own 
answer  in  presence  of  the  lords  of  council.  They  rise  up,  and 
ilk  man  goes  to  his  own  lodging,  as  the  custom  is,  to  dinner. 
Carnwath  goes  also  to  his  dinner,  but  he  returned  not  back  again 
in  the  afternoon  to  the  council,  as  they  expected ;  always  Uiey 
sent  a  man  to  charge  him  at  his  lodging,  to  compear  before  the 
conuoil,  but  he  disobeys ;  thereafter  he  is  charged  at  the  mercat 
cross  of  Edinburgh  by  an  herauld,  to  compear,  but  no  obedience ; 
whereupon  the  lords  sent  to  sir  William  Dick  directly,  who  they 
knew  was  debitor  to  the  said  earl  in  forty  thousand  pound  Scots 
money,  and  presently  desired  him  to  bring  ten  thousand  pound 
to  pay  for  the  said  earl's  contempt  and  contumacy,  without  fur- 
ther process,  but  that  he  was  charged  in  form  aforesaid,  to  com- 
pear under  the  pain  of  ten  thousand  pound,  whilk  they  exacted, 
and  truly  took  up ;  but  the  earl  fearing  warding,  held  out  of 
hands,  and  to  the  king  goes  he. 

To  this  convention  there  came  from  the  English  parliament  six 
commissioners,  viz.  the  earl  of  Rutland,  Mr.  Hatcnet,  sir  Harry 
Vane,  both  of  the  house  of  commons,  Mr.  Nye,  prieacher,  and 

but  the  earl  of  Rutland  fell  sick  by  the  way,  and 

came  not  with  the  rest.  They  durst  not  come  by  land,  but  came 
by  sea  in  one  of  the  ships  royal  called  the  Antelope ;  they  were 
honourably  received,  and  made  heartily  welcome.  It  was  said 
their  commission  was  uniformity  of  religion  in  Scotland  and  Eng- 
land, agreeable  with  our  profession,  but  more  chiefly  for  aid  and 
support  of  men  to  assist  the  parliament  against  the  king  (now 
dally  growing  more  and  more  strong  at  the  pleasure  of  God) 
under  pretext  of  popery  and  papists,  which  was  their  aim  to  sup- 
press by  violence  of  arms,  as  they  alledged,  but  the  contrary 
was  seen.  Howsoever  matters  went,  it  was  found  needful  thlit  a 
new  covenant  should  be  made  up  by  a  committee  of  the  honour- 
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able  convention  of  estates,  and  of  Hie  clitirch  and  houses  of  pei^ 
liament  their  oommissioners  in  England,  as  ye  may  see  here^ter 
the  order  and  progress  of  this  covenant,  intending  to  have  the 
same  subscribed,  as  wdl  in  England  aa  in  Seotlaad ;  and  being 
under  one  religion,  to  join  together  in  arms  against  one  graeious 
king,  under  colour  to  suppress  prelates  and  papii^  as  hereafker 
more  evidently  appears.  But  I  leave  the  council  and  conserve- 
tors  both  sitting  for  a  while,  counselling  daily  with  thir  English 
commissioners,  how  to  make  up  an  army,  imd  to  lift  money  to 
that  effect,  and  gave  it  out  to  mediate  peace  betwixt  the  king  and 
his  parliament,  as  was  teached  daily  out  of  pulpits,  suppose 
against  the  king's  will. 

Upon  Saturday  the  1st  of  July,  sir  Greoife  CJordon  of  Haddo 
unhappily  hurt  Alexander  Jaffiray,  late  bailHe,  and  J<An  Jaflfray, 
their  fadier,  at  Broom-end,  in  coming  frae  the  good-man  of 
Brakay's  burial,  because  the  said  Alexander  Jaffray,  being  a 
baiUie,  had  caused  ward  the  said  sir  George'-s  servant  for- hurting 
another  fellow,  lliis  was  no  just  quarrel,  to  punme  a  judge  for 
doing  justice;  however  they  gat  some  blood,  but  did  no  sksith. 
They  parted,  and  Haddo  immediately  thereafter  oame  to  the 
town,  and  rode  about  the  cross  in  contempt,  but  the  Jaffiraya 
were  not  yet  come  to  town.  The  town  thought  e?il  of  Haddo'a 
behaviour,  to  ride  so  pridefuUy  about  the  cross,  after  hurting  of 
their  baillie,  and  his  brother,  but  this  matter  was  otherwiae 
handled,  and  laid  upon  a  higher  shelf,  as  may  be  seen  afterwards. 

Word  came  here  about  the  10th  of  July,  that  sir  Jdm  Hotham, 
govemour  of  HuD,  and  sir  John  Hptham,  has  son,  were  both  had 
under  suspicion,  and  that  the  parliament  had  sent  for  them  to 
come  to  London,  who  went,  and  were  there  accused. 

Word  came  also  that  the  earl  of  Newcastle  had  deftated  the 
lord  Fairfax,  killed  fifteen  hundred  men,  taken  two  thousand 
arms,  and  five  pieces  of  cannon,  drove  them  to  Bedford,  took  his 
lady  prisoner,  and  besieged  himself. 

Prince  Maurice  and  sir  Ralph  Hopetoun  gave  the  rebek  in  the 
west  a  great  defeat,  and  killed  Harridown  their  chief  commander, 
for  whom  great  lamentation  was  made.  He  gave  thereafter 
another  defeat,  killed  and  routed  seven  troops  of  horse,  and  Idll^ 
ed  two  thousand  men,  and  took  eight  pieees  of  cannon. 

Sir  William  Waller,  alias  the  conqueror,  and  general  to  tba 
earl  of  Essex'  foot  army,  was  bravely  defeated  and  routed  by  the 
earl  of  Crawford,  commissary  WiJmot,  and  sir  John  Byroii. 
There  was  killed  to  this  bastard  conqueror  six  hundred  men^ 
and  eight  hundred  taken  prisoners,  with  seven  pieces  of  canaoB, 
and  all  their  colours  and  coronets.  Prince  Rupert,  by  convoy  of 
our  townsman.  Hurry,  did  great  fears  against  Essex;  for  the 
whilk  the  king  knighted  Hurry  with  his  own  hand. 

The  English  parliament  sent  sir  Harry  Vane  and  other  eom* 
missioners  to  Kentshire,  but  they  were  laid  fast  in  prison.  Tha 
parliament  hearing  that  their  commissioners  were  so  abused  aad 
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imprifioiied)  sent  shortly  forces  to  be  revenged  of  this  high  in* 
jury ;  bat  the  Kentshire  men  shortly  went  to  arms,  and  made 
them  vetire  back  i^;ain. 

The  IdDg  hearing  of  this,  sent  quickly  to  Kent  two  thousand 
riders,  and  horses,  to  assist  them  against  the  parliament ;  and 
that  they  were  in  readiness,  besides  the  king's  rorces,  ten  thou- 
sand  strong,  to  attend  the  king's  service. 

The  lord  Newcastle  is  strong ;  the  lord  Kingston,  general  of 
Lincoln,  is  taking  up  for  the  kmg  eight  thousand  horse  and  foot, 
and  the  queen  has  in  garrison  about  her  five  thousand  horse  and 
foot. 

There  was  a  sickness  in  Essex's  army,  very  fearfiil,  and  not 
ordinary  before,  where  dieth  daily  eighty  persons.  So  the  finger 
of  GU>d  may  be  seen  here  also  I 

Banburgh,  in  Lincolnshire,  was  lately  betrayed  to  the  lord 
Willoughby.  He  took  the  lord  Kingston,  a  brave  nobleman  for 
die  king,  prisoner,  and  was  sending  him  in  a  pinnace  to  Hull ; 
but  colonel  Candish  came  presently  with  twenty-four  troops  of 
horse,  and  general  King  came  also  with  some  hundred  mus- 
keteers ;  they  took  this  pinnace  as  she  was  going  forth,  where 
unfortunately  the  lord  Kingston  was  slain  (much  to  be  lament- 
ed) by  a  shot  coming  from  the  king's  men,  and  Banburgh  is  straitly 
besieged  by  the  king's  forces. 

The  earl  of  Newcastle  honourably  set  at  liberty  the  lady  Fairfax 
(whom  he  took  prisoner)  freely,  without  any  ransom,  or  exchange 
of  any  prisoner  for  her.  Forces  in  Cumberland  and  Westmore- 
land, both  of  horse  and  foot,  daily  raising  for  the  king.  The 
earl  of  Essex  keepeth  himself  in  fast  places,  so  that  he  cannot  be 
fought  with,  and  is  under  suspicion.  The  lord  Gray  is  commit- 
ted to  the  Tower  for  refusing  to  be  commissioner  from  the  par- 
liament to  Scotland.  They  are  mightily  distressed  in  London  for 
want  of  coals,  and  no  trade  nor  handy-work  used,  but  all  to 
desolation.  General  King  beat  all  the  Northampton  forces,  and 
killed  the  most  special  men  there  that  were  for  the  parliament. 
The  general  assembly  at  London  had  approved  episcopacy,  and 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  All  thir  things  were  done  in  this 
month  of  July. 

Upon  the  —  day  of  July,  Adam  Abercromby  killed  his  wife's 
son,  called  George  Leith,  brother-german  to  the  goodman  of 
HarthiU,  and  who  also  was  married  to  the  said  Adam's  own 
daughter.  Thus,  in  a  combat,  the  father-in-law  slays  the  son-in- 
law,  and  wins  away  unpunished.  Marvellous  in  those  days, 
without  respect  of  birth  or  blood,  to  see  slaughter  and  bloodshed 
daily  committed  I 

Mr.  Andrew  Cant  came  home  from  this  meeting  to  Aberdeen 
upon  the  20th  of  July,  and,  upon  the  25th  of  July,  there  was  a 
committee  holden  at  Kintore,  by  the  said  Mr.  Andrew  Cant ;  Mr. 
David  Lindsay;  Mr.  Thomas  Mitchell,  parson  of  Turriff;  Mr. 
Mr.  John  Paterson,  minister  at  Foveran ;  Mr.  John  Cheyne, 
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minister  at  Kintore ;  Mr.  John  Seaton,  minister  at  Kemsay,  and 
several  others.  Thir  persons  had  power  from  the  committee  of 
the  kirk  at  Edinburgh  to  meet,  sit,  and  cognosce  Mr.  Andrefw 
Logie,  minister  at  Rayne,  upon  a  delation  given  in  against  him 
to  the  said  committee  of  the  kirk  or  general  assembly  holden  at 
Edinburgh,  for  unsound  doctrine,  whilk  Mr.  John  Abereromby 
(his  mortal  enemy)  alledged  he  heard  him  teach  at  his  own  pi^ 
rish  church  of  Rayne.  Well,  the  brethren  conveens  according 
to  their  order,  day  and  place  foresaid.  Mr*  Andrew  Logie  oom- 
pears,  fells  in  some  dispute ;  he  alledged  he  woald  bide  by  what 
he  had  said  that  day  to  be  orthodox  doctrine,  free  of  error  and 
heresy ;  but  the  brethren,  especially  Cant^  bearing  extreme  bar- 
tred  and  malice  against  him,  as  he  who  was  not  a  sincere  Cove- 
nanter in  his  heart,  could  not  be  satisfied  with  the  said  Mn  Abt 
drew's  lawful  arguments;  and  he,  seeing  their  partiality^  pro- 
duced an  appellation  in  write,  appealing  frae  their  judgment  to 
the  presbjrtery  of  Garioch,  according  to  the  old  form ;  bat  tUr 
brethren  disdained  to  admit  this  aj^Uation,  or  to  hear  the  rea- 
sons thereof  read,  but  shortly  dissolved,  charging  •  him  to  coafr- 
pear  before  the  general  assembly  the  9th  of  August ;  whilk  he 
did  not  keep,  but  unwisely  sent  over  the  reasons  of  bis  appella- 
tion, being  twenty-nine  in  number,  to  Mr.  Alexander  Hender^ 
son,  in  whom  he  had  some  confidence,  looking  he  would  be  nfto*- 
derator,  as  it  fdl  forth  so;  but  he  got  small  friendship^  being 
absent  himself;  for  thir  foresaid  brethren  wrote  over  to  the  gene- 
ral assembly,  declaring  the  said  Mr.  Logic's  carriage  to  be  worae 
than  it  was.  Upon  thir  and  other  respects  his  appellatioo  was 
not  read,  whilk  was  divinely  grounded,  and  learnedly  set  down, 
as  was  thought. 

Upon  the  17th  of  July,  the  lord  Rae  ships  at  Aberdeen^  and 
went  to  Denmark,  who  had  lyen  a  long  time  at  Torry.  He  was 
the  king's  man.     See  more  of  him  heroafter. 

Upon  the  2d  day  of  August,  the  general  assembly  sat  down  in 
Edinburgh.  Sir  Thomas  Hope,  advocate,  is  commissioner  for 
the  king,  by  his  letters  patent.  He  took  the  place  proudly  upon 
him,  for  the  honours  were  daily  carried,  when  be  went  out  and 
into  this  assembly,  before  him;  and  at  preaching  he  sat  in 
the  king's  loft  in  St.  Giles'  kirk.  To  this  assembly  went  com- 
missioners and  their  laick  elders  from  ilk  presbytery  withiu  tlie 
kingdom ;  amongst  whom  went  for  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen, 
Mr.  David  Lind«iy  of  Belhelvie,  and  Mr.  John  Oswald,  one  of 
the  ministers  of  Aberdeen,  and  Thomas  Mowat,  burgess  of  the 
said  burrow,  as  a  laick  or  ruling  elder.  Mr.  Alexander  Hender- 
son, minister  at  Edinburgh,  was  chosen  moderator.  This  aasem^ 
bly  sat  down  ilk  day  by  eight  hours  in  the  morning,  and  conti- 
nued till  twelve  hours,  syne  went  to  dinner  at  two  hours.  They 
advised  and  counselled  with  the  conservators  of  peace,  or  eonvtm- 
tion  of  estates,  and  secret  council,  of  what  they  had  been  doing, 
while  six  hours  at  even,  syne  dissolved,  and  went  home.     Thus 
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die  aaaembly  'had  with  them  the  coiiyeiitioo  of  estates,  the  con- 
gervators  of  the  treaty,  and  seoret  council,  all  sitting  with  them 
in  their  own  meeting-rooms,  for  giving  and  taking  advice  and 
eoansel  of  one  another  in  matters  that  past*  There  was  diverse 
matters  agitated  in  this  assembly ;  amongst  the  which,  Mr.  An- 
drew Logic  was  called,  but  not  compearing,  he  was  simpliciter 
deprived,  and  his  kirk  declared  vacant,  without  any  further  pro- 
cess^ which  was  thought  very  summary  dealing  without  any 
pvoveo  oflbneei ;  and  thereafter  his  kirk  was  planted  with  another 
■dnister,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter.  Dr.  Forbes'  place  was  filled 
with  Mr.  WilUam  Dooglas,  minister  at  Forgue,  as  ye  have  here- 
after ;  and  he  ahd  Dr.  Lesly,  sometime  principal  of  the  Sdng's 
CoHege  of  Aberdeen,  to  be  warned  to  swear  and  subscribe  the 
coveaant,  otherwise  to  be  excommunicated;  but  little  process 
followed  thereupon  against  any  of  them.  Mr.  William  Wedder- 
bom,  minister  at  Bethelnie,  deposed  for  fornication,  as  ye  have 
before,  gets  npw  liberty  to  preach  upon  his  repentance,  how  soon 
ke  might  be  provided  in  a  lurk.  The  rest  of  their  assembly  acts 
is  to  be  found  in  their  own  books,  to  the  which  I  refer  myself. 
But  here  I  may  not  forget  a  supplication  given  in  to  this  reverend 
assembly,  produced  by  the  commissioners  sent  by  the  English 

Kliament.     I'his  supplication  was  set  down  in  write,  under  the 
ids  of  seventy-two  English  ministers,  as  was  reported,  and 
aigneted  with  their  seals,  of  the  whilk  the  tenor  follows : — 

"  Reverend  and  beloved^ 

^^  The  experience  which  we  have  had  of  your  forwardness  in  receiving,  and 
fidthfulness  in  weighing,  our  former  addresses,  hath  given  us  abundant  en- 
couragement to  take  hold  of  this  present  opportunity  of  breaking  out  some  of  our 
sorrows,  which  your  love  and  our  necessity  commands  us  to  present  to  your 
consideration  and  compassion.  Much  we  know  we  may  commit  to  the  wisdom 
and  fidelity  of  our  brethren,  these  messengers  unto  you,  to  impart  to  you  con- 
oemiDg  our  miserable  condition,  and  unto  them  we  shall  leave  the  rest.  Your 
own  national,  but  especially  Christian  interest,  will  not  permit  you  to  hide  your 
^yea  from  the  bleeding  condition  of  your  poor  distressed  brethren  in  England, 
should  neither  letters  nor  messengers  be  sent  unto  you  ;  but  messengers  com- 
ing, we  should  at  once  neglect  ourselves,  should  we  not  a  little  ease  our  bur- 
dened hearu  by  pouring  them  out  into  your  bosoms,  and  seem  ungratelul  unto 
you,  of  whose  readiness  to  suffer  with  us,  and  to  do  for  us,  we  have  so  great 
and  ample  teslimonies. 

'<  Surely,  if  ever  a  poor  nation  was  on  the  edge  of  a  desperate  precipice ;  if 
ever  a  poor  kirk  was  ready  to  be  swallowed  up  by  Satan  and  his  instruments, 
we  are  that  nation,  we  are  that  church  ;  and  in  both  respects  so  much  the  more 
miserable,  by  how  much  we  expected  not  a  preservation  only,  but  an  augmen- 
lalaon  alao  of  happiness  in  the  one,  and  glory  in  the  other.  We  looked  for 
peace,  but  no  good  came ;  and  for  a  time  of  healing,  but  behold  trouble!  our 
Qod»  who  in  his  former  judgments  was  a  moth  and  rottenness  (and  yet  had  of 
hie  began  to  send  us  healdi  and  cure)  is  now  turned  a  lyon  tons,  and  thiealens 
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to  rend  the  very  calres  of  oar  hearts ;  from  above  he  has  seDi  a  fire  into  qm 
bones,  and  it  preTails  against  us ;  from  our  own  bowels  be  has  called  forth  and 
strengthraed  an  adTersary  against  as,  a  geoeration  of  brutish  hellish  wen,  the 
rod  of  his  anger,  the  staff  of  his  indignation,  under  whose  crudtiepi^e  bleed, 
and  if  present  mercy  step  not  in,  we  die.  Righteoos  art  thoUj  O  Lord !  and 
just  are  thy  judgments ;  but  oh !  the  barbarous  carriage  of  onr'oieaiiei^  where* 
ever  God  gives  up  any  of  his  hidden  ones  into  their  hands !  we  need  not  tafsupfaam 
it  unto  you,  who  know  the  iUTeterate  and  deadly  malice  of  the  antidmtian  fue* 
tion  against  the  members  of  our  Lord  Jesus;  and  it  is  well  known  ;  ira  need 
not  express  it  to  you;  in  truth  we  cannot.  Your  own  thonghts  can  tdl.jONk 
better  than  any  words  of  ours,  what  the  mercy  of  papists  is  towards  the  nupie* 
ters  and  servants  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  but  the  Lord  knows  we  are  iaet 
troubled  so  much  fbr  their  rage  against  us,  or  our  own  miseriea  and  dangers  i 
but  that  which  breaks  our  hearts  is  the  danger  we  behold  the  protestant  re- 
ligion in  all  the  reformed  churches  at  this  time,  through  that  too  great  and 
formidable  strength  the  popish  faction  is  now  raised  to.  If  our  God  will  lajE^mr 
bodies  as  the  ground,  and  as  the  street  under  their  feet,  and  pour  oar  blood  aa 
dust  before  their  fury,  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done.  Might  our  bk>od  be  a  aa- 
crifice  to  ransom  the  rest  of  the  saints  and  churches  of  Christ  from  antichriatiaR 
fbry,  we  would  offer  it  up  upon  this  service  gladly ;  but  we  know  their  cage  la 
insatiable,  and  will  not  be  quenched  with  our  bloods.  It  is  immortal^  and 
will  not  die  with  us ;  armed  against  us,  not  as  men,  but  as  Christian^  bat  as 
protestants,  and  as  men  desiring  to  reform  ourselves,  and  to  draw  ouraelvea  and 
others  yet  nearer  unto  God.  And  if  God  give  us  d^  to  be  devoured  by  this  lage* 
it  will  take  more  strength  and  ooursge  (at  least)  to  attempt  the  like,,  against  all 
the  protestant  and  reformed  churches.  In  a  deeper  sense  of  this  extreme  dan- 
ger, threatening  us  and  you,  and  all  other  churches  reformed,  than  we  can  ex* 
press,  we  have  made  this  address  unto  you,  in  the  bowels  of  our  Lord  Jeans 
Christ,  humbly  imploring  your  most  fer?ent  prayers  to  God,  who  hears  prayers, 
who,  if  we  should  judge  by  providences,  seems  to  be  angry  with  our  prayers, 
though  we  trust  he  doth  but  seem  so ;  and  though  he  kill  us,  yet  wiU  we  tmst 
in  him.  Oh !  give  us  the  brotherly  aid  of  our  reinforced  tears  and  prayers,  that 
the  blessings  of  truth  and  peace,  which  our  prayers  alone  hath  not  obtained, 
yours  coiyoyned  may ;  and  give  us,  reverend  and  much  honoured  in  the  Lord, 
your  advice  what  remaineth  for  us  further  to  do,  for  making  of  our  own  and 
kingdom's  peace  with  God.  We  have  lyen  in  the  dust  before  him ;  we  have 
poured  out  our  hearts  in  humiliation  before  him ;  we  have  in  sincerity  endea- 
voured to  reform  ourselves,  and  with  no  less  sincerity  desired,  studied,  and  la- 
boured the  public  reformation ;  nevertheless  the  Lord  has  not  as  yet  tamed 
himself  fh)m  the  fierceness  of  his  anger.  Be  pleased  to  advise  us  fbrther,  what 
may  be  the  happiest  course  for  uniting  the  protestant  party  more  firmly,  that 
we  may  all  serve  God  with  one  consent,  and  stand  up  against  antichrist  as  one 
man;  that  our  God,  who  now  hides  himself  fh)m  his  people,  may  return  unto 
us,  delight  in  us,  scatter  and  subdue  his  and  our  enemies,  and  cause  his  &ce 
to  shine  upon  us.  The  Lord  prosper  you,  and  preserve  you,  so  that  the  great 
work  of  these  latter  ages  may  be  finished,  to  his  honour,  and  our  own  and  the 
diurch's  happiness,  through  Jesus  Chrisu" 

It  is  said,  thie  longi-tailed  supplication  was  well  heard  of  by  the 
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1ir«dnri0n  of  the  general  assembly ;  and  having  the  council  and 
estates  and  conservators  of  th<B  treaty  aU  within  the  town,  sitting 
at  tfarir  consnltations  daily,  they  advised  altogether  upon  this 
supplication,  and  what  was  spoken  by  word,  or  brought  by  the 
seids  messengers  to  the  council,  estates,  or  conservators  foresaid ; 
and,  after  long  oonsidertttion,  they  all  in  one  voice  finding  the 
quarrel,  as  they  though^  standing  presently  betwixt  the  king 
and  his  parliament,  was  tiie  reformation  of  r^igion,  and  miskent 
any  other  deeds  done  against  the  king's  authority  and  royal  pre- 
rogative (as  if  they  saw  not  the  samen)  resolves  and  concludes  to 
mikB  up  a  new  covenant,  and  send  it  into  England  to  be  sworn 
and  subscribed ;  whilk  if  they  did,  that  then  it  should  be  sworn 
and  subscribed  by  us  all  in  Scotland,  and  then  to  take  them  by 
the  hand  for  defence  and  maintenance  of  religion,  who  stood  stiu 
in  rebellion  against  the  king  in  their  unlawful  parliament,  and 
all  deeds  of  hostility.  This  being  concluded  upon,  (without  the 
advice^  consent,  or  knowledge  of  the  king)  by  the  council,  estates* 
and  assembly  foresaid,  or  at  least  by  a  committee  from  the  said 
general  assembly,  by  an  imprinted  act  dated  14th  of  August,  the 
samen  was  approven  by  another  imprinted  act  by  the  conventioa 
of  estates,  dated  the  ITth  of  August. 

There  followed  another  ordinance  firae  the  commissioners  of 
the  general  assembly,  for  the  receiving  and  solemnly  swearing 
and  subscribing  of  the  said  league  and  covenant,  and  another 
ordinance  from  the  convention  of  estates,  which  copied  is  this : 

*'  FonsBiiekkia  by  an  act  of  the  oonTention  of  estates  hoklen  at  fidinbargh 
the  15th  day  of  August,  164S  years,  fbr  the  loan  and  tax,  it  is  statute  and  or- 
dained, that  iat  the  wants  and  neoessities  of  the  Soots  army  in  Ireland,  and 
other  eanses  eontained  in  the  said  act,  the  snm  of  twdve  hundred  thousand 
merks  Scots  money,  with  a  hundred  thousand  merks,  as  allowance  to  the  cd-*, 
ledon  fbr  ingatboring  the  samen,  together  also  with  six  score  thousand  pounds 
Scots  for  levying  the  men,  horse,  and  foot,  contained  in  the  said  act,  should  be 
uplifted  by  way  of  tax  and  loan,  out  of  the  seferal  sherifiiloros  and  boxxows  of 
Ihia  Uagdom,  ooofiinn  to  a  roll  to  be  set  down  by  the  oonveeners  of  ilk  sheriff* 
dmn,  both  of.  spiritual  and  tennpoial  lands,  conform  to  the  whilk  act  the  lairds 
of  Drum  and  Phikfth  ave  appointed  to  be  couTeeners  for  the  first  meeting  of  th^ 
abeHiOom  of  Aberdeen,  (and  thereafter  those  of  the  shire  to  choose  their  own 
conTeenera)  Robert  Farqnbaison  of  Innercauld,  John  Irvine  of  Belty,  Alex- 
endar  Straehan  of  Glenkindy,  Sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigievar,  Mr.  William 
Dsvi^Mm  of  Caimy,  Sir  Gilbert  Menaiea  of  Pitfbddete,  Thomas  £rskine  of  Pit- 
todry,  Mr.  Roberi  Farqabar  of  Monie,  Mr.  Robert  Gordon  of  Pitlurg,  Geor^ 
Goidon  of  Codaiiaehie,^  John  Udny  of  that  Ilk,  James  Hay  of  Muh:iefold» 
Roben  Irvine  of  Feddret,  and  John  Keith  of  Clockreach,  who  shall  conveen 
widi  the  haill  heiitOTB,  Ufiwentecs,  tacksmoi  of  teinds,  titulars,  proper  wad- 
setters, penslonen,  conjimet  fiars,  ladies  tereea,  and  others,  within  the  said 
riMriUMom,  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  October  next,  1643,  as  the  first  day  of 
their  meeting,  within  the.tolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  and  that  the  samen  be  intimate 
at  ^e  mercat  crass  of  the  head  burrow  of  the  shire  and  every  parish  kirk  thereof. 
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ibmediatdy after dhrinetenrice';  andtbenidooBTeenen^  wiUiBdolioyiar'o 
missionera  as  shall  conveen  Tor  the  titne,  shall  caofie  «all  hy  naine^  and  siniani^ 
the  heritors,  lifeienterB»  titnhffs,  tacksmen  of  tdnda^  and  otiMfs  fbreaud,  who 
liruik  any  benefit  to  landward,  whereby  profit  or  ooimnodily  arisecb,  and  by 
consent  of  them,  or  the  most  part,  shall  make,  select,  and  choose  eight  persons^ 
to  be  adydned  to  the  said  commissioners,  who  shall  make  choke  of  a  deric,  and 
gire  up  a  jtmt  rental  and  true  'worth  of  every  person  or  persons  theur  present 
^Bsr's  rent,  of  this  cropt  and  year  of  God,  1643,  to  landward,  as  well  of  land 
and  teinds,  as  of  any  other  thing  whereby  yearly  profit  and  ebmmodity  ariaeili. 
With  certification,  if  they  compear  not,  the  satds  conveen^s  shall  falne  and 
give  np  sochrental  of  the  saids  persons,  thisiY  lands,  teinds,  and  others  Ibreaaid, 
as  they  shall  think  expedient,  and  the  saids  heritors  and  others  foresaid  tom* 
peUed  to  pay  conform  thereto  before  the  term  of  ttoidlemas  next,  as  in  the  said 
act  is  at  length  contained,  conform  to  the  said  act  and  instruction  direct  for 
that  efl^t ;  intimates  to  all  and  sundry  titulars,  tadttmen  of  teinds,  proper  wad* 
tetters,  ladies  terces,  and  others,  within  the  said  sherilRlom  of  Aberdeen,  that 
they  and  ilk  ane  of  them  conveen  Within  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  upon  ^be 
first  Tuesday  of  October  next,  1643  years,  with  the  saids  conveenen  and  com- 
missioners foresaid,  and  there  give  up  and  set  down  ane  perfect  Yental  and  roH 
of  ilk  persons  rents  within  the  said  sherilKlom  of  Aberdeen  and  parities  tiicr»- 
of,  with  certification  as  contained  in  the  said  act,"  &c 

Now,  when  this  act  vtbb  intimate  to  the  king^s  Bilges,  &f  such 
grievous  burdens  and  taxations,  whereof  the  like  was  never  heard 
of  in  liny  king's  reign,  and  now  imposed  without  'Warrant  ifF  the 
king,  by  subjects  upon  subjects,  let  any  discreet  man  judge,  how 
the  loyal  subjects  of  this  poor  kingdom  were  bom  down  and  daily 
opprest. 

Now,  as  thir  works  are  a-working  in  sight  of  the  English  com- 
missioners, and  to  their  great  joy,  and  gladness  of  the  brethren 
of  the  assembly,  who  all  this  time  are  sitting,  the  king's  advfH 
cate  and  his  commissioner  carried  himself  as  a  go6d  patriot  for 
the  country,  but  how  the  king  was  pleased  I  cannot  tell.  Hie 
assembly  indicts  another  general  assembly  Uy  be  holden  at  Edin- 
burgh the  last  Wednesday  of  May,  1644,  and  about  tihe  2dtfa  of 
August,  rose  up  and  dissolved,  leaving  the  council  and  conserva- 
tors of  the  treaty  at  their  meetings  and  consultations. 

In  the  meantime,  the  lord  Abitland,  and  the  said  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Henderson,  and  Mr.  George  Gillespie,  two  of  the  minis- 
ters of  Edinburgh,  were  sent  immediately  after  rising  of  theeaid 
assembly  to  the  parliament  of  England,  with  the  league  and  cove- 
nant, there  to  be  subscribed  and  sworn.  Some  of  the  EngHrii 
commissioners  went  also  with  them,  as  was  said,  and  oilers  bode 
behind,  attending  their  return.  Our  cdmmission^  before-Qam- 
ed  went  by  sea  to  London,  for  by  land  they  had  no  peaoedile 
tMssage.  As  this  is  doing,  Berwick  is  taken  in  by  the  estates, 
by  device  of  the  English  parliament,  as  ye  shall  hereafter  hear, 
contrary  to  the  treaty,  as  the  king  alledged. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  laird  of  Hi^do  hurt  Alexander  and 
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John  JaflWiyB;  they  go  over  with  their  father,  i^eccMmnended  1^ 
the  burrow  of  Aberdeen,  to  the  burrows  of  Scotland,  and  makee 
Aem  all  their  firiends,  and  raises  letters,  charging  Haddo  to  oom- 
.peor  before  the  council,  justice,  or  commissioners  of  estates,  at 
Edinbui^h,  the  2d  day  of  August,  to  answer  at  the  instance  of 
the  saids  complainers,  and  of  the  Idng's  advocate  for  his  interest. 
Haddo  seeks  peace  friendly,  but  no  agreeance  at  home  nor 
abroad;  he  resolves  to,  sit  at  home,  seeing  the  iniquity  of  the 
times;  wherefore  he  is  fined  in  twenty  thousand  merks,  whereof 
five  thousand  to  the  complainers,  and  fifteen  thousand  to  the  pub- 
lick,  and  to  make  payment  under  the  pain  of  homing ;  likeas,  he 
was  charged^  denounced,  and  registrate,  for  not-payment  there- 
ot.  However,  the  Jaffirays  repented  somewhat  of  their  going  on 
so  budly,  since  their  part  of  the  fine  was  so  little,  and  thought 
the  publick  should  have  taken  no  part  hereof,  resolving  by  that 
means  to  settle  more  fairlv  with  Haddo,  if  the  haill  fine  had  be^i 
at  their  command ;  but  the  estates  thought  this  gear  well  won. 
—A  monstrous  unheard-of  fine,  for  so  small  a  foult,  not  beine 
slaughter  nor  mutilation,  nor  other  criminal  crime  ! — But  Hadcb 
bdield  all,  and  whereupon  sorrow  fell,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter. 

As  thir  things  were  a-doing,  the  convention  of  estates  sends  a 
messenger  to  &e  marquis  of  Huntlv,  charging  him,  as  a  peer  of 
the  land,  to  compear  before  them,  but  he  disobeyed  that  charge. 
Thereafter  they  sent  an  herauld  to  charge  him,  under  the  pain  of 
treason,  to  compear,  but  he  bides  at  home;  whereupon  he  is  de- 
nounced and  registrate  at  the  horn,  thinking  after  an  Ulegal  man- 
ner to  take  lum  by  caption,  and  to  use  hmi  at  their  pleasure ; 
whereupon  the  marquis  writes  to  the  council  and  estates,  shewing 
it  was  well  known  his  estate  was  under  burden,  and  he  was  la- 
bouring to  pay  his  debts,  as  he  might,  against  Martinmas  next, 
so  that  conveniently  he  could  not  come  over  to  this  convention. 
2d,  He  declared  his  rent  was  not  able  to  maintain  him  six  weeks 
in  Edmbm^h,  which  might  sustain  hkn  a  whole  year  at  home. 
Sd,  He  said  he  was  o£Fensive  to  none,  but  peaceably  set,  and  no- 
wise mindful  to  perturb  the  country,  but  should  underly  what 
was  lawfully  laaa  upon  him,  or  his  ground ;  and  for  their  better 
assurance,  sent  over  a  blank  bond,  subscribed  with  his  hand,  to 
keep  thir  conditions,  under  what  penalty  they  pleased  themselves 
to  put  in.  With  thir  letters  the  laird  of  Cluny  was  sent  to  Edin- 
burgh, but  the  estates  disdainfully  rejected  his  letters  and  bond, 
and  would  not  hear  thereof,  but  resolved  to  take  order  with  him 
fliierdy.  The  marquis  hearing  of  this,  and  having  a  troubled  e»- 
tate,  glad  to  live  in  peace,  and  coald  not  get  it,  sent  over  to  the 
estates,  desirmg  letters  patent  that  he  might  go  out  of  the  country 
to  FraMc,  there  to  serve  with  fifty  gentlemen,  in  his  own  place 
of  geH9  {formes  ;  but  this  is  refused  also,  whereat  the  marquis  is 
highly  o£Fended,  and  brought  almost  under  despidr,  not  knowing 
what  course  to  take  for  keeping  his  loyalty  to  his  master  the  king. 
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of  wbom  yoa  may  hear  some  more  hereafter,  and  whieh  made 
him  to  take  up  arms  at  last. 

As  the  conyention  of  estates  are  baodling  the  marquia  of 
Huntly  at  this  rate,  so  to  grieve  the  conntry  mmre  intolerablyv 
they  set  out  a  charge,  whilk  copied  is  this; — 

"  CARLOS  REX. 

**  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great  Britain,  Fraoce,  and  Irelanc^ 
Defender  of  the  Faith>  to  our  lovitea  — —  meGseogers,  in  that  part  coDJaoctly 
and  aererally,  specially  constitntey  greeting,  Forasmickleas  the  estates  of  wmt 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  presently  couYeened,  taking  into  their  most  serioos  con- 
sideration the  great  and  imminent  danger  of  the  tme  protestant  religion^  and  of 
the  peace  of  thir  kingdoms,  from  the  treacherous  and  bloody  plots,  conspiracies, 
and  attempts  of  the  papists  and  prelates,  mslignants,  and  their  adherents;  haTc^ 
after  mature  deliberation,  thought  expedient  to  enter  into  a  mutual  lei4;ae  and 
covenant  with  our  kingdom  of  England,  for  the  defence  of  the  true  protectant 
reformed  religion  in  the  kirk  of  Scotland,  and  the  reformation  of  religion  in  the 
kirk  of  Engknd,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  the  example  of  the  best  re- 
formed churches,  and  as  may  bring  the  kirks  of  both  kingdoms  to  the  nearest 
coigunction  and  uniformity  of  religion  and  church-igOYemment*  And  sickiik^ 
to  preserve  and  defend  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  parliament,  and  liberties 
of  cur  kingdoms  respectively,  and  to  preserve  and  defend  our  person  and  aotbo- 
lity,  in  the  preservation  of  the  said  true  religion  and  liberties  of  our  kii^cms, 
and  to  observe  the  articles  of  the  late  treaty  and  peace  between  the  two  nations, 
and  to  assist  and  defend  all  that  shall  enter  into  this  covenant,  in  the  maintain- 
ing  and  pursuing  thereof,  as  the  samen  more  fully  purports :  which,  aa  it  will 
be  a  comfort  and  encouragement  to  all  Christians  who  fear  God  and  love  reli- 
gion,  to  all  good  and  loyal  sutgeets  who  truly  honour  us,  and  to  all  tme  patriots 
who  tender  the  liberty  of  the  country,  so  doubtless  it  will  exasperate  and  etf» 
rage  the  said  papists,  prelates,  mslignants,  and  their  adherently  to  practise  and 
execute  all  the  mischief  and  cruelty  they  can  against  this  Idric  and  kingdom,  as 
they  have  done  in  our  Idngdoigs  of  England  and  Irdand. 

ff  For  preventing  whereof,  the  estates  of  this  our  said  kingdom  (acoordiag  to 
the  practice  of  our  council,  convention  of  our  estates,  and  our  parliamenta  in 
former  times,  in  the  like  exigences),  have  resolved  to  put  this  our  kingdom,  with 
all  possible  speed,  in  a  present  posture  of  defence ;  and  for  the  better  safety  and 
security  thereof,  have  statute  and  ordained,  and  hereby  statutes  snd  ordains^ 
that  immediately  after  publication  hereof,  all  the  fencible  persons  within  this 
our  kingdom  of  Scotland,  betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen  years  of  sge,  of  whatsoni- 
ever  quality,  rank,  or  degree,  shall  provide  themselves  with  IbrQr  days'  provi- 
sion, and  with  ammunition,  arms,  and  other  warlike  provision  of  all  sorts,  in 
the  most  substantious  manner,  for  horse  and  foot,  with  tents  and  other  finnisb* 
ings  requisite,  and  that  horsemen  be  armed  with  pistols,  broad  swoids,  snd 
steel  caps ;  and  where  these  anna  cannot  be  had,  that  they  piovide  jacks, 
Umces,  and  steel  bonnets ;  and  that  the  footmen  be  armed  with  moaket  and 
sword,  or  pikes  and  sword,  and  where  these  cannot  be  had,  that  they  be  ftimiah* 
ed  with  halberts,  Lochaber  axes,  or  Jedburgh  staves  and  swords.  Our  will  ia 
herefbre,  and  we  straitly  charge  and  command,  that  incontinent  tbtr  our  ktteia 
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ieen,  yt  pus  lo  tii6  merott  €nm  of  Bdinteigh,  and  tenrd  bummt  of  dis' 
oar  kiagdon  of  BooUand,  and  pariah  kvka  thereof,  wherethrough  none  may 
pretand  igDoranoe  of  the  aHoan,  and  that  ye  oonuaand  and  charge  all  and 
aundry  our  anIgeelB  foreadd^  heing  fendble  pemoa»  hetwixt  sixty  and  sixteen 
yean,  to  proride  themadvca  in  manner  fowiaid,  and  to  he  in  readineas  to  make 
their  cendesvooa,  thna  armed,  at  the  plaoea  appointed  hy  our  catstct,  and  eom- 
vittees  haTtng  pover  fVom  them,  within  fiirty^eigbt  hours  after  they  shall  be 
law&Hy  warned  by  order  from  them  to  that  dBeet,  as  they  will  teatify  that  af- 
iaclkm  to  the  pcotestant  religion,  the  liberties  of  onr  kingdoms,  our  own  ho- 
aonrs,  and  the  peace  and  safety  of  that  their  natiye  country,  and  under  the  pain 
to  be  eateemed  aa  enemiea  to  religion,  us,  and  our  kingdoms;  and  their  h&ill 
gooda  to  be  eonSseata  to  the  use  of  the  pnbUck. 

*'  Given  nnder  onr  signet,  at  Bdinbutgb,  the  18th  day  of  August,  and  of 
our  reign  the  nineteenth  year,  l6iS. 

''  Fer  actum  Dotninorum  ConeUii, 
fSk  sub. J  ''  ARCH.  PRYMR08E,  Clk.  Con." 

•  Thk  piece  came  oat  with  the  leagae  and  covenant  and  act 
Ibr  loan  and  taxation,  which  vou  have  heard  before,  to  the  great 
amioyanee  of  the  king's  subjects  when  it  was  published ;  but  is 
atiai^  to  see  the  convoyance  of  this  odd  piece,  hatched  and 
made  up  narratiye  in  the  king's  name,  and  in  the  assumption 
would  cany  no  less,  but  the  estates  and  the  rest  might  set  out 
ssieh  proclamations :  so,  whether  it  be  the  king's  proclamation, 
vr  the  estates'  proclamation,  it  is  hard  to  spy,  save  that  the  con- 
4dasien  is  in  the  king's  name.  However  it  be,  this  proclamation 
Js  set  out  without  the  king's  knowledge  or  consent,  as  was  the 
aise  before,  yea,  expressly  against  his  will. 

Tfatts  is  the  kin^s  haill  loyal  subjects  brought  daily  more  and 
more  under  the  subjection  and  siaverjr,  without  aiitbority  or 
^warrasit  frae  the  king. 

About  this  time,  many  witches  are  taken  in  Anstruther^ 
•Dysart,  Culross,  St  Andrew's,  and  sundry  other  parts  on  the 
^loastside  of  Fife;  they  made  strange  confessions,  and  were 
burnt  to  the  death  I 

About  this  lime,  •—  Gh>rdon,  youi^r  of  Tilliefroskie,  was 
taken  upon  the  causey  of  Edinburgh,  and  warded  in  the  tol«* 
booth  thereof,  for  maintaining  some  points  of  Brownisme. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  earl  of  Nithsdale  and  viscount  of 
Aboyn  were  summoned  to  compear  before  the  council  and  con* 
servatiurs  of  peace,  anent  n^otiating  with  the  earl  of  Antrim. 
-Word  came  about  the  12th  of  August,  that  they  were  both  Ibr- 
.ftited  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh  for  their  non-compearance,  and 
idedared  traitors,  without  warrant,  consent,  or  aathority  of  the 
long ;  and  they  are  both  forced  to  flee  the  land,  and  seek  the 
Idag^s  help,  for  at  home  they  durst  not  abide; 

About  the  12th  of  August,  haill  families,  man,  wife,  and  chil* 
dreii,  flees  out  of  London  for  safety  of  their  lives,  some  to  one 
•kii^^dom  and  some  to  another,  and  some  came  to  SooUand^  occar 
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siooed  by  Ait  troabks  ;  pilifid  to  beboM !  Bristil,  ^e  tUrd 
riebest  burrow  in  all  Exkf^and^  is  now  abcHit  this  time  taken  in 
by  the  king's  men,  with  great  slanghter  on  both  sidas*  Tbe  king 
himself  was  lying  at  Oxford^  and  not  at  the  intaking  th«iseof« 
There  was  gotten  eighty  pieces  of  ordnanoe,  store  of  .amm«nitk>n, 
arms,  powder,  and  ball,  with  abundant  of  victuals,  gold  and 
silver-j^ate,  with  other  riches.  Three  of  the  king's  sUps  lying 
in  the  river  were  also  taken»  with  diverse  others  able  to  carry 
cannon.  The  king  getting  word,  comes  hastily  horn  Oxford  to 
Bristol,  creates  the  lord  Hopetoun,  a  brave  coBunnnder,  ^gawmpf 
nour  of  this  great  city,  to  the  contentment  of  the  young  prince, 
the  marquis  of  Hartford,  who,  for  thir  places  of  war,  wer^ 
contending  to  put  in  a  govemour  in  the  said  town.  Thereafter 
the  king  returns  back  to  Oxford. 

In  this  month  of  August,  the  marquis'  sister,  Jean  Grordon, 
lady  and  relict  of  umqi^e  lord  Strathbrane,  came  here  to  the 
north,  and  took  up  her  house  in  Lesmoir. 

In  tfiis  month  many  news  came  to  Aberdeen.  Exeter  was 
straitly  besieged,  and  the  earl  of  Warwick  seeking  to  relieve  i^ 
was  routed  and  defeated.  That  five  hundred  Kentmen  left  the 
parliament,  and  came  in  to  the  king;  and  at  Chatham  dioamed 
such  as  were  against  his  majesty,  and  took  some. ordnance  and 
some  of  the  king's  ships.  That  sir  Jolm  Hotham  accused  Mr. 
Pym  before  the  English  parliament,  for  gathering  tc^ther  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  his  own  use,  against  the 
pablick-weal,  whereof  the  trial  was  iashious  to^the  parliament : 
see  hereafter,  where  that  traitor  Pym  died  before  he  was  hanged. 
That  Grainsburrow  is  taken  by  the  king.  Lincoln  yielded  to  his 
mqesty,  where  his  excellency  the  earl  of  Newcastle  had  got  store 
of  victuals,  eight  hundred  muskets,  and  eight  pieces  of  ordnanoe, 
and  that  he  has  advanced  his  cannon  over  Trent.  Sir  John  Hen- 
derson made  lord-^neral  of  the  horse,  and  colonel  Byron  made 
govemont  of  Newark.  That  the  earls  of  Northumberland,  Bed- 
ford, Lincoln,  and  diverse  other  noblemen,  had  left  the  parliar 
ment  and  come  to  the  king,  and  left  few  of  the  noUes  in  the 
upper  house,  and  the  lower  house  also  daily  diminishing.  That 
4he  lord  li'fllloughby  fled,  and  taken  the  rout  to  Borton;  his 
haill  baggage  lost,  and  not  three  hundred  men  in  his  company, 
and  that  the  town  was  under  treaty.  That  Gloucester  is  besieged, 
and  many  men  lost  on  both  sides.  This  was  the  news  that  < 
to  Aberdeen  at  this  time. 

Saturday  the]^  of  September,  the  proclamatkm  anent  all  i 
ner  of  men,  betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen,  to  be  in  readiness,  was 
made  at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  by  tuck  of  drum,  of  whidi  ye 
heard  before;  Ukeas,  the  samen  proclamation  was  twice  read 
and  proclaimed  thereafter  at  the  cross,  but  little  obedience  was 
given  in  thir  parts  thereto. 

Sunday  the  8d  of  September,  the  communion  was  <givea  (here 
in  Old  Aberdeen,  as  it  was  last.    Sermon  ended,  this  prodama- 
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ti<m  WM  read  also  at  the  outgoing  of  the  people  at  the  kirk  door, 
by  Alexander  Wildgoose,  re^er.  This  Gommanion  was  thought 
to  be  untimeously  given  here,  being  in  the  height  of  harvest. 
Communion  the  second  time  was  given  here  upon  the  1 0th  of 
September,  bdmg  Sunday. 

iVow  it  was  concluded  by  our  council  and  estates,  to  raise  an 
mnaf  to  go  into  England,  in  defence  of  the  good  cause,  the  true 
protestant  reformed  religion,  rights  of  parliament,  and  the  li* 
berties  of  the  kingdoms  of  England,  Scotfand,  aaid  Ireland,  and  to 
defend  tike  king  against  all  prelates,  papists,  and  malignant  per- 
sons. This  is  strange  to  see,  how  our  army  shall  rise  in  defence* 
of  the  Hog,  without  his  own  consent,  and  under  colour  of  re- 
ligion, to  aid  wid  assist  the  kingless  parliament  of  England,  now 
standing  rebelliously  in  arms  against  the  king !  and  it  may  be 
marvelled,  with  what  reason  justly  we  could  do  so,  getting  all  our 
wills  aecor£ng  to  the  ungust  desire  of  our  hearts,  at  his  majesty's 
hands;  or  what  interest  we  had  to  interpone  oursdves  betwixt 
Ibe  king  and  his  anbjects  of  England,  since  reason  would  say, 
we  had  gotten  our  wiUs,  and  therefore  we  might  live  in  rest  and 
peace.  No,  no ;  it  must  be  otherwise.  Engkind  has  gotten  our 
turn  done,  and  we  must  help  them  to  get  tiieir  turn  done  also,  in 
all  things,  both  in  kirk  and  police,  like  unto  our  government, 
whemn  if  England  happened  not  to  prevail,  then  our  grounds 
80  surely  established  was  to  be  feared,  and  liie  king  might  come 
back  upon  us,  and  revoke  what  he  had  done.  Upon  this  ground 
we  will  raise  an  array  (as  was  thought),  and  make  general  Lesly 
to  take  the  charge  upon  him  of  this  service,  who  cheerfully  ao* 
etoted  the  samen,  and  began  now  to  work  upon  the  ordering  of 
ihn  w«r,  as  ye  shall  here^ter  hear,  and  nothmg  heard  but  tuck- 
ing of  driims  and  procltftaations. 

It  was  said,  some  of  the  nobles  had  a  meeting  at  Aberdeen, 
with  whom  the  marquis*  of  Hamilton  happened  to  be  (as  one  who 
pretended  to  favour  the  king),  and  laid  compt  to  stop  any  raising 
of  arms  against  his  majesty,  but  all  for  nought;  it  ttu*ned  to 
small  -effeetr  Their  meeting  was  in  September,  about  fourteen 
noblemen. 

Upon  the  14ih  of  September,  James  Anderson,  an  honest 
bm^gess  of  Aberdeen,  caused  bring  to  the  kirk  a  bairn  whilk  his 
wife  had  new  bom,  to  be  baptias^dd,  because  it  was  weak,  about 
two  afternoon,  and  conveened  his  gossips  and  comers,  as  die 
custom  is.  Then  the  fether  goes  to  the  ministers  to  come  and 
ba}itise  his  bairn,  being  weak,  but  ilk  ane  after  other  answered^ 
they  would  not  baptise  till  afiier  the  lecture  was  done.  The  bairn 
grows  weaker;  the  fether  goes  again,  but  still  refused;  at  last 
tiie  father  causes  ring  tike  bell  the  sooner,  to  make  them  come  to 
their  lecture,  but  they  sat  still  till  the  hour  came ;  but  before 
tho  lecture  was  done  the  silly  infant  deceases  in  die  comers'  arms 
at  the  pulpit  foot,  without  benefit  of  baptism.  The  people  fell 
ail  in  murmuring  and  amazement  at  the  doings  of  their  ministers; 

Y  y  2 
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and  the  father  and  friends  conveened  waxed  wonderfbl  sorrow-^' 
ful ;  bat  Mr.  John  Oswald,  who  said  the  lecture,  perceiving  the 
bairn  to  be  dead,  said,  since  the  bairn  is  dead  in  the  kirk,  cause 
bury  it  in  the  kirk ;  whilk  was  instantly  done,  whereat  sundry 
godly  persons  were  not  well  content  at  this  church  government. 
In  like  manner,  Thomas  Blackball,  a  burgess  of  the  town,  caus- 
ed bring  his  lawful  bairn  to  the  kirk  to  be  baptized  upon  the  lOtk: 
of  April  before,  and  held  up  the  bairn  in  his  own  hand,  as  the 
custom  is ;  but  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  would  not  give  the  bairn  bap- 
tism in  the  father's  hand,  till  a  gossip  got  the  bairn  in  his  hand, 
aUedging  he  was  a  papist. 

Al^ut  the  4th  of  September,  trial  was  gotten  of  some  five  or 
six  hundred  merks  stolen  out  of  Mr.  John  Ray,  one  of  the  re* 
gents  of  the  Newtown's  chest.  It  was  found  that  Mr.  Andrew 
Cant,  the  holy  minister's  son,  drew  the  nails  of  the  chest,  and 
fastened  the  same  with  new  nails,  having  another  holy  brother's 
son  in  his  company,  called  Strachan,  and  student  with  hnnsebf, 
son  to  Mr.  William  Strachan,  parson  of  Daviot.  Their  prodigal 
spending,  drinking,  and  debauching,  made  it  to  be  tried,  after 
this  regent  had  tane  a  boy  of  his,  called  Mathison,  who  kept  his 
chamber,  and  tormented  him  most  pitifully  for  the  samoi,  beiBg- 
innocent,  but  the  two  rich  fathers  paid  for  their  sons'  theft*  A 
great  scandal  to  scholars,  they  being  both  students,  and  so  the 
matter  was  silenced ;  but  if  any  other  student  had  done  the  sameB, 
Cant  would  have  cried  out  against  the  samen  maliciously  in  the 
pulpit,  and  seen  them  put  to  the  collie  yetts,  wherein  they 
without  punition  were  creditably  kept. 

Upon  Monday  the  11th  of  September,  proclamation  was  nmde 
at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  for  ingathering  of  the  taxation  and 
levy  money  by  way  of  loan,  extending  to  one  million  two  hund- 
red thousand  merks  Scots  money,  and  one  hundred  thonsand 
merks  to  the  collectors  for  ingathering  of  the  samen,  and  ax  score 
thousand  pound  for  levying  of  men  and  horse  to  be  uplifted  by 
winr  of  loan,  conform  to  an  act  of  the  conyention  of  estates. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  intaking  of  Berwick.  It  was  as  is  re- 
ported after  this  manner :  while  the  heedless  parliamentam  were 
negotiatingwith  our  Scots,  as  ye  heard  before,  about  the  beginning 
of  September  there  came  five  of  the  king^s  own  ships,  now  at  ihaa 

Sirliament's  service,  to  Berwick,  and  landed  three  hundred  sol- 
ers,  whom  the  major  received  like  a  traitor,  and  we  being  de^ 
sired  to  send  forces  to  defend  this  town  agaiirat  the  king  if  ooea* 
non  o£Fered,  sent  shortly  a  supply  of  men  to  keep  and  defend  .the 
samen,  upon  all  adventures,  whereat  the  king  was  offimded. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  earl  of  Nithsdale  and  lord  Aboyn 
went  to  the  king.  The  earl  of  Montrose  and  lord  (^ilvie  like* 
vrise  fled  the  land,  and  past  to  the  king. 

Upon  the  1 1th  of  September,  there  came  to  Aberdeen  a  baillie 
and  a  deacon,  commissioners  from  Edinburgh  to  Aberdeen,  de* 
airing  that  Mr.  John  Oswald,  one  of  thrir  ministers,  should  be 
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transported  to  ihebiurroir  of  Edinburgh,  far  gerving  l;lie  cure 
there ;  whilk  was  gruited,  and  he  remoTed  cmt  of  Aberdeen  to 
Edinburgh  upon  the  SSd  of  October  thereafter,  leaving  our  town 
to  be  eeryed  with  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  and  Mr.  John  Rue,  till  Us* 
room  wee  filled. 

Ye  heard  before  of  our  general  assembly,  and  of  the  suppliea- 
tion  given  in  to  ihem  by  the  parUamentars,  divines,  and  commis* 
eioners,  and  of  the  league  and  covenant  that  was  then  madew 
How  soon  the  king  heard  of  this  he  was  highly  moved,  and. 
ehortly  writes  to  die  oouneil  of  Scotland,  which  cojued  is  thus : 

C.  E. 
'^  Right  trusty  and  wdlbelofed:  Whereas  we  have  been  inlbBnedy  tbet  the 
late  general  aeaeiDUy  of  our  kirk  of  Sootland  have  thought  fit  our  sulgeots  tbero 
should  enter  into  a  mutual  league  and  covenant  with  thieae  our  two  houses  of 
yurliament  of  Eqgiand,  whoare,  and  In  long  tittle  bate  heen»  in  reb^on  against 
us;  a  motion  we  never  could  have  expected  lo  proeeed  from  so  gmveand  piev$ 
persons  as  that  meeting  did  consist  of:  therefore  we  do  require  yosk,  puhUckly 
by  pfoclamationj  to  intimate  our  pleasure*  that  no  such  oath  or  covenant  be 
pressed  upon  our  Scots  snlgcctSy  or  by  them  entered  into  with  any  other  pes^ 
sons,  in  name  of  our  houses  of  parliament^  or  any  other  of  our  snljects  of  £»g<t 
land,  until  we  be  first  acquainted  therewith  and  approve  thereof;  and  this  our 
letter  we  desire  you  to  put  in  record,  which  shall  be  a  auffident  warrant  toett 
our  good  sul^ects  not  to  give  obedience  to  any  command,  under  any  pmteace,' 
fiom  what  pretended  power  aoever,  to  the  coatniry  hereof.  We  bid  yon  heartUjr 
foewelL  Given  at  our  court  of  Evesham,  the  14th  day  of  September,  and 
nineteenth  year  of  our  reign."    1643. 

But  the  king  gets  no  obedience,  nor  did  the  council  set  out 
any  such  proi^Bination  as  is  here  required.  His  majesty  alsQ 
writes  letters  to  the  chancellor  and  to  the  conservators  of  peace^ 
to  the  foresaid  effect;  but  no  obedience  not  publication  of  th«t 
king's  pleasure  to  the  lieges,  but  forward  goes  the  general  assesn-* 
bly,  the  convention  of  estates,  and  conservators  of  the  treaty,  all 
hrad-in-hand,  for  levying  of  an  army,  lifting  of  taxations  and 
loan-money,  whether  the  king  would  or  not,  in  manner  before 
set  down.  The  convention  of  estates  having  closed  and  conclude 
ed  all,  among  the  restth^  made  an  act,  as  reported,  that  no  coal^ 
should  be  transported  toany  burrow  of  Scotland,  or  toany  foreign 
eounti^,  but  all  to  be  winn  and  sent  to  Londcm,  to  furmsh  tlMn 
fire,  who  now  wore  in  great  distress  for  want  of  coals*  By  this  aot 
may  be  seen  dearly  the  covenanters'  keeping  of  faith  to  the  kingy 
and  their  kindness  to  their  own  country,  for  the  coals  sold  i|| 
Edinburgh,  and  in  Fife  and  Lotluan,  was  raised  to  double  the 
price  they  paid  before,  to  the  great  grief  ijS  the  king's  lieges ;  and 

so  thir  estates  rose  and  dissolved  upon  the day  of  Septem^ 

ber,  who  had  sitten  since  the  2d  day  of  June  before ;  and  our 
smiths  of  Aberdeen  were  forced  to  work  their  work  with  peati 
for  no  coals  came  to  Aberdeen^  by  reason  of  this  act« 
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Upon  Sunday  the  17th  of  September,  the  oommtitiioD  in  VwW 
Aberdeen  was  givvn  for  the  first,  and  upon  the  24th,  for  the 
aeoond  time,  not  after  the  old  fiEMshion,  kneeling,  but  sitting,  nor 
the  people  suffSeired  to  pray,  when  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  praj^d,  as 
their  custom  was  before ;  but  all  to  be  silent  and  dumb ;  nor  their 
comnranion-bread  baken  and  distribute  as  was  wont,  but  after  a 
n^ew  fashion  of  bread,  for  it  was  baken  in  a  round  loaf,  like  a 
trencher,  syne  cutted  out  in  long  fahives,  hanging  by  a  tack ;  and 
&rst  the  minister  take?  a  shire  after  the  Uessing,  and  breaks  a 
jneoe,  and  gires  to  him  who  was  nearest,  and  he  gives  the  shire 
to  his  neighbour,  who  takes  a  piece,  syne  gives  it  to  his  neigh- 
bour, till  it  be  spent ;  syne  an  elder  gives  in  another  shive,  where 
the  first  shive  left,  and  so  forth.  The  like  bread  and  service  was 
never  eeen  in  Aberdeen  before  the  coming  of  Mr*  Andrew  Cant 
to  be  their  minister. 

N?DW  greii[t*f^eparation  for  raising  of  men  and  arms.  General 
Leslysenite  to  Holland,  France,  and  Sweden,  for  commanders 
and  officers/  who  came  to  him  daily,  and  resolves  to  go  into  Eng^ 
land,  with  «n  army  of  ten  thousand  fbet  and  horse.  The  order 
far  KfUng  of  thir  men,  colonels,  and  cmnmanders,  sent  down 
through  idl  the  ehires  of  Scotland  by  a  committee  of  estatei^  and 
amongst  the  rest  for  the  sheriffdoms  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff,  as 
y»ah&  see  hereafter. 

Upon  Sunday  the  17th  of  September,  after  sermon,  there  was 
read  ^out  the  intimation  of  the  act  of  the  convetttioti  of  estates,  at 
the  Irirk?  door  of  Old  Aberdeen,  anent  the  uplifting  of  taxstion 
and  loan  money,  dated  the  15th  of  August,  to  the  great  grief 
of  the  auditors. 

About  the  21st  of  September,  a  committee  was  holden  in 
Aberdeen  by  the  earl  Marischall,  the  tutor  of  Pitsligo,  the  lairds 
of  Drum,  Philorth,  Straloch,  Kenmuck,  and  diverse  other  barons, 
anent  the  levying  of  soldiers.  Order  was  given  that  the  drum 
shonM  gO'  throu^  Aberdeen,  commanding  all  apfprentices,  ser- 
vants, and  fials,  not  to  change  their  masters  while  Martinmas 
next,  with  certification  that  they  should  be  taken  frae  sueh  mas^ 
ters  as  they  feed  with,  and  the  master  not  to  be  freer  in  fbrtfish- 
ing  a  man.  There  were  diverse  other  acts  made ;  and  so  this 
eommittee  dissolved,   and  was  continued  to  the  Sd  of  Oetbber. 

Wednesday  the  d7th  of  September,  before  Michaelmas,  Patrick 
Lesly  was  chosen  provost  of  Aberdeen,  Mr.  Thomas  Gray,  Mr. 
Matthew  Lumsden,  Mr.  William  Moir,  and  Mr.  RobiJrt  Crook* 
shank,  chosen  baillies.  Sir  Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum  continued 
sheriff-*princiTOl  of  Aberdeen,  Mr.  William  Davidson,  sherifF- 
depute,  and  Thomas  Fraser  of  Stricken,  sheriff  of  Inverness. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  3d  of  October,  the  committee  sat  down  in 
New  Aberdeen,  in  the  tolbooth  thereof,  where  the  lairds  of  Drum 
and -Philorth,  conveeners,  were;  the  tutor  of  I^tsligo,  th^  laird 
of  Tolquhon,  and  diverse  other  barons  were  conveened ;  they  fell 
upon  the  division  of  the  sherifldom  between  the  earl  Marischall 
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aacl  lotd  Gordon,  both  bekig  aboent*  and  no  itee.waa  left  te 
the  loffd  Forbea  to  be  crowner  with  the  other  fenro^  for  arimIm 
moving  the  eoBDonittee  of  estates  of  Edinburgh  t  bat  theytfoond 
the  lori  Gordon  had  gotto»  niore  bounde  duin  the  earl  Maria- 
eball ;  whereat  it  was  thoiight  Mariaeball  was  not.  well  eontenli 
nor  yet  tbe  lord  Porbes>  who»  by  order  of  the  .oonuniltee  aA«Edin« 
burgh,  waa  put  upon  the  list  with  the  lord  Yiseount  of  Grighp 
ton,  which  should  be  chosen  third  crowner^  with. the  earl  Mac 
risdiall  and.tbe  lord  Gordon.  It  fell  by  voiee  the  lord.Forbea  to 
he  third  crawner,  yet  both  were  disappointed.  The  Icnrd  Forbes 
•himself  was  not  psestfit,  but  still  in  Edinburgh. 

News  oomes  to  Aberdeen  about  the  5th  of  October,  of  a  great 
battle  fought  between  the  king  and  the  earl  of  Essex,  upon  Salr 
lisbary-plain,  where  was  much  bloodshed,  but  the  king  still  vio* 
torious ;  praised  be  God !  and  likewise  he  had  a  great  victory 
over  thttt  labela  of  Reading ;  the  Londoners  were  routed  that 
oame  to  the  rescue  thereof.  There  was  killed  to  the  king  a  mar- 
quis, of  France,  and  three  other  lords. 

Now  the  haall  nunisters  of  our  landward  sessions  begins  to  take 
up  the  number  of  the  haill  fencible  men  within  the  several  pa- 
rishes betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen^  so  that  herd  and  hiseman  were 
precisely  noted,  to  the  effect  the  fourth  man  might  be.  listed.; 
and  upon  Sunday  the  8th  of  October,  after  the  aftemoon^s  aer^ 
SMm,  our  minister^  Mr.  William  Strachan,  with  the  sessionersy 
teok  the  roll  of  the  communicants  within  Machar  paiish  and  OM 
Aberdeen,  and  made  up  a  number  out  theitef  of  the  fedciUe 
persons,  as  said  is,  whiUc  was  not  wisely. done,  if  this  order  had 
•not  been  mitigated.  Notice  was  also  taken  of  the  rents  of 'ihe 
said  parish,  conform  to  the  act  of  the  convention  of.  estates,  dated 
^the  15th 'of  August,  for  uptaking  of  taxation  and  loan,  and  ilk 
minister  ordain^  te  give  up  their  rents,  as  ye  have  heard  before* 

Upon  the  samen  Sunday,  and  8th  of  October,  Mr.  Thomas 
Blackhall  and  his  wife  were  both  excommunicate,  and  likewise 
— —  Menzies,  spouse  to  Thomas  Cdlison,  was  excommunicate 
as  a  papist;  strange  to  see,  the  wife  excommunicate,  and  the 
husband  not  to  «keep  society  with  her  !  Mr.  An^w  Cairt 
was  minister  to  these  excommunications* 

About  this  time,  word  came  that  the  king  caused  take  the 
earl  of  Lothiui,  and  ward  him  in  close  ward  within  the  castfe 
of  »  fw  going  to  France  by  direction  of  the  committee  of 

estates,  and  doing  some  matters  with  the  queen  regent  of  France^ 
and  l^nsieur,  captain  of  the  militia,  whereat  the  king  was 
•ofiended. 

There  came,  at  the  samen  time  when  Lothian  was  taken,  a 
French  ambassador  to  his  majesty,  who  sent  likewise  a  French* 
jnan  commiesiooer  to  our  estates.  This  ambasfador  was  bbnoai^ 
ably  reoeived,  first  by  the  parliament.  His  commiMOD  was 
io  travel  betwixt  the  king  and  parliament  for  peace,  but  they 
dealt  pditiquely  with  this  ambaasador,  and  held  him  still  bende 


Aeinaelves,  tthUKng  an  answer,  and  as  was  sud,  wcnrid  mt  sdflw 
Utt  te  go  see  the  king,  as  he  was  directed ;  bowseev«r  it  was,  he 
got  no  contented  answer,  and  so  retomed  home  again* 

Now  this  ambassador  having  directed  a  commissioner  to  Soot^ 
land,  the  committee  of  estates  desired  him  to  prodace  his  com* 
mission,  which  he  reftised,  saying,  he  had  warrant  to  |Hrodnea  it 
before  the  council,  whereopon  followed  a  great  conncU  day.  Hia 
commission  was  to  renew  the  leagae^  upon  condittim  that  we 
abonid  not  raise  arms  in  help  of  tbe  English  parlianimt;  to  1^ 
our  Scots  papists  lift  their  rents  peaceably,  and  some  other  ar- 
ticles ;  but  he  had  no  good  answer  granted  unto  him,  except  he 
gat  father  Robertson,  of  whom  ye  heard  before,  put  to  liberty, 
•and  had  him  with  himself  to  France. 

Upon  Sunday  the  15th  of  October,  warning  was  given  ottt  of 
the  pulpit,  by  Mr.  William  Straohan,  minister,  to  all  heritors, 
Ulbrettters,  freeholders,  &c.  within  the  parish^  to  convesn  bef<n« 
•the  committee  of  New  Aberdeen,  upon  the  19th  of  October 
next,  for  upgiving  of  their  rentals,  to  proportion  the  taxation  and 
loan  imposed  upon  the  country,  as  ye  have  heard  before ;  as  also 
-appointed  a  fast  to  be  kept  this  day  eight  davs,  for  conducting 
our.  army  to  be  raised  against  the  English  papute  (alias  die  kii^ 
.himself),  as  we  were  obliged  by  treaty  or  covenant  to  help  and 
•assist  them. 

Dr.  Forbes  of  Corse  prqiares  himself  to  leave  the  land ;  pio» 
Jvides  a  ship  lying  in  the  luurbour  with  his  necessaries,  and,  upon 
liie  16th  of  Octob&r,  takes  his  leave,  with  Mr.  John  Lesly,  hia 
aervitor,  frae  Old  Aberdeen,  and  to  Torrie  goes  he,  alndi^  die 
tide  to  ship ;  but  certain  of  his  friends  and  of  the  miniBtry  dia- 
aaaded  him  frae  his  voyage,  whilk  he  was  loath  to  do ;  but,  upon 
iNmditaon  that  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen  should  use  nd  -pro^veas 
4oi  eeEcommunication  against  him,  at  their  deure  he  wooM  return 
iome,  whilk  was  granted,  and  so  he  came  back  to  hia  own  house 
4ipon  the  i9th  of  October ;  but  he  was  forced  to  go  when  aU  was 
done^  as  ye  have  hereafter. 

'  Men  gathering  fast  through  Fife,  Lothian,  Merse,  and  all  be* 
aouth,  to  make  np  an  army  to  go  into  Enghmd.  Edinbiugk  aad 
Leith  more  straiuy  watched  nor  before. 

Upon  the  third  Tuesday,  and  i7th  of  October,  the  praviaeial 
•assembly  sat  down  in  the  Gray  Friar  kirk  of  Aberdeen,  where 
it  never  sat  before.  Ilk  minister  came  in  with  his  laick  elder, 
^d  brought  in  a  roll  of  the  fenciUe  men  of  his  parish,  and  a  note 
«of  the  heritors'  rents.  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson  of  Belhelvie^ 
is  chosen  moderator  till  the  next  provincial  assembly ;  Mr.  An- 
.draw  Logie,  minister  at  Rayne,  who  waa  deprived,  as  ye  have 
•heard  brfore,  came  in  and  requested  the  brethren  to  write  to  the 
committee  of  the  general  assembly  at  Edinburgh,  to  continue  hia 
.place  unprovided  with  another,  while  he  were  first  heard  and 
discussed  before  them  himself;  but  there  was  no  hearing,  aad 
in  the  meantime  gritet  contestation  about  his  kirk  betwixt  Mr. 
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John  Middkira,  miniator  at  Ledlv,  and  Mr.  William  Robertaonj 
ministarat  Fooldee,  becauae  it  nad  a  fine  stipend.  Hovrever^ 
Middleton  earned  it*  Mr.  Andrew  Logie  beheld  all  patiently, 
and  bade  constantly  by  hisidoctrine,  oaring  to  prove  the  samen 
orthodox,  free  of  error  and  heresy ;  but  it  availed  not,  nor  no 
hearing  at  alL  When  this  kirk  is  thus  provided,  over  the  honest 
man's  bead,  the  assembly  fills  up  the  professor's  place,  and  elected 
Mr.  William  Douglas,  minister  at  Foif^oe^  as  a  man  most  worthy 
to  be  professor,  in  Dr.  Forbes'  place ;  whilk  being  done,  as  he 
had  gotten  his  place,  so  he  should  get  his  house,  according  to  his 
own  mortification,  wherein  Dr.  Forbes  unwisely  had  not  reserv- 
ed his  own  liferent,  thinking  himself  sure  of  being  professor 
durinff  his  lifetime.  After  other  consultations,  this  provincial 
assembly  dissolved  upon  Friday  afternoon :  but  remember  this 
Mr.  William  Douglas  is  a  great  Covenanter. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  league  and  covenant,  how  it  was  Sent 
to  England  by  the  lord  Maitland,  Mr.  George  Gillespie,  and 
Mr.  Alexander  Henderson,  commissioners,  who  carried  the 
samen.  This  lea|:ue  and  covenant  was  graciously  received, 
awom,  and  subscribed  in  England,  and  sent  back  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  general  assembly  frae  their  brethren  beibre- 
named ;  whereupon  followed  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  and 
convention  of  the  estates,  ordaining  the  said  league  and  cove- 
nant to  be  sworn  by  all  persons  in  Scotland. 

Both  thir  acts,  with  the  league  and  covenant,  were  hastily 
printed,  dispersed  and  spread  with  all  diligence,  to  the  haill  min- 
isters and  parish  churches  within  the  kingdom,  in  manner  and^to 
the  effect  foresaid. 

Likeas,  there  was  another  paper  printed,  called,  The  Qood 
News  qf  Emgbmie  appraeing  of  ike  Covenani  sent  from  Scotland^ 
and  some  reasons  for  assisting  the  parliament  of  England  against 
the  papists  and  prelatical  army.  This  paper  bears  the  manner  of 
subscribing  this  covenant,  the  4th  of  September.  The  cover 
nant,  which  was  sent  up  from  the  general  assembly  and  convene 
tion  of  estates,  was  approven  unanimously  by  the  assembly  of 
divines,  on  Friday  the  Lst;  by  the  bouse  of  commons,  on  Satur- 
day the  2d ;  and  by  the  house  of  peers,  on  Monday  the  4th  of 
September,  nemine  comtradicentey  as  both  the  printed  diumals 
and  written  letters  report,  with  a  great  and  happy  change  of 
the  countenance  of  the  people,  and  face  of  aflfairs  thereupon ; 
blessed  be  the  name  of  God  therefor  I 

.  This  paper  bears  neither  date  nor  author,  nor  is  the  reasons 
alledged  of  any  force,  since  what  is  alledged  may  be  easily  an- 
swered. Subjects  may  not  raise  arms  against  formgners,  without 
the  authority  of  the  king;  much  less  against  himself;  and  be- 
cause of  the  weakness  of  ihir  frivolous  pretended  reasons,  I  have 
omitted  them  of  purpose,  as  unworthy  to  be  written ;  yet  they 
are  imprinted  beside  me,  wanting  both  date  and  author. 

Upon  Sunday  the  82d  of  October,  a  solemn  fast  was  kept  here 
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in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  in  Ifenr  Aberdeen  a1so»  for  eend«iyB^f  of 
our  army  arainst  the  papiate,  and  for  blessing' ow  euter|irne<  at 
oar  ftyrtkgoingf  with  diveree  other  reasons*  After  aeroMNiy  our 
mmieter,  Mr.  William  Straehan,  read  oat  the  baill  fotamand 
act%  with  the  new  covenant,  earnestly  penaacfing  die  peopto  to 
prepare  themselves  to  swear  and  eubecribe  the  samen ;  .wUlk  ams 
also  done  in  New  Aberdeen,  and  likewise  dmie  or  to  be  doae 
through  all  the  parish  kirks  of  Seotlaad,  and  to  be  awom  aad 
subscribed  both  by  men  and  women ;  and  sueh  as  eenld  not  aoh^ 
scribe  of  the  men,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  readers  at  tlk  pariab 
kirk  for  them,  which  should  be  as  suffieient  as  if  sobseribed  bjr 
a  notary,  there  being  at  the  end  of  ilk  eopy  of  the  eorenaat 
clean  paper  bound  to  that  efiect ;  and  the  women  to  hold  iq>  their 
hands  in  ilk  kirk  after  sermon,  signifying  their  eatb,  bat  dMsr 
subscriptions  were  not  craved* 

About  Uiis  time,  word  came  that  there  was  a  eessatioa  of  war 
concluded  by  the  king's  command  betwixt  the  Bngfisb  and 
Irishes  in  Ireland,  to  enditre  for  a  yesr,  and  that  his  majesty  bad 
made  the  marqois  of  Ormond  deputy  of  Ireland. 

Upon  Uie  2mh  of  October,  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen  was 
broken  on  the  night,  by  a  miller  called  Co|riaad,  whereby  bias^ 
self  scaped ;  also  William  Gordon  in  Malyngside,  and  Aleoomi- 
der  Lesly,  son  to  George  Lesly  at  Birsack's  Mill,  who  was  under 
trust  treacherously  taken  out  of  the  house  of  Bogheads,  by  tii^ 
tne  of  letters  raised  against  him  and  his  father,  for  troubling  of 
Mr.  James  Clerk,  as  ye  have  heard  before.  The  gentleman 
winning  at  liberty,  addrest  himself  unwisely  to  bis  fistber's  faonse 
at  Birsacks  Mill,  who  was  made  welcome.  Tolqnhon  (who  hM. 
now  taken  the  protection  of  Mr.  James  Clerk)  bearing  how  he 
bad  broken  ward,  was  highly  oflFended,  and  hastily  eonveens  the 
lairds  of  Echt,  Skene,  and  diverse  friends  and  gentlemen,  with 
whom  the  said  Mr.  James  Clerk  himself  was  also,  about  tbe 
number  of  thirty  persons,  and  upon  the  28th  of  October,  about 
the  breaking  of  the  sky  in  the  morning,  came  to  the  said  Geevge 
Lesly's  dwelling-house  at  Birsack's  MQll,  where  bimedf  aad  Ua 
son  were,  without  any  friend  or  good^fellow  beside  them,  and 
cruelly  beset  the  house  round  about,  having  warrant  to  raiae  fire 
and  sword  against  them,  while  they  were  tane  or  slain.  The 
poor  single  gentlemen  having  some  shots,  defended  thestiselvw 
courageously,  and  would  on  nowise  be  tane,  wbereopeii  Tot- 
quhon  sets  fire  to  the  house,  and  forced  them  to  come  eut,  with 
his  wife  and  bairns.  They  shot  two  horse  to  him  werth  four 
hundred  merks,  and  burnt  to  powder  his  haill  insight  pieniah- 
ing,  gobds,  and  gear  of  good  worth,  and  in  end,  after  some  <le^ 
bi^  they  hurt  the  said  Mr.  George  Lesly  with  a  shot  athwart 
the  ribs,  and  hurt*  him  in  the  head.  His  wife  also  got  a  sore 
stroke  in  the  head.  They  defended  themselves,  being  only  two 
persons,  from  about  the  breaking  of  the  sky  till  three  afternoon^ 
against  about  thirty  persons ;  at  last,  when  their  powder  and 
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kud  WB»  ii{M9bt»  tbey  eoold  do  na  inbra,  bot  weve  bolh  tbkte 
together  p«r  Ibwe,  far  opon  no  eondiiioii  thoy^  would  yield  ov 
dome  in  mil,  and  tkns  were  both  had  to  Tolqidbon*  where  ik$f 
Maiained,  while  upon  Thnraday  the  EBd  of  Norember,  that  JMbr. 
Geofge  was  cored  of  his  wounds;  whilk  day  Tolgidicui  oaoaed 
about  fomrteen  of  bis  friends  and  eervanta  to  txaneport  them  both 
aonth  Jbo  £dinbiii|^h,  .where  they  weve  shortly  aoeosed  before  the 
jtatfrioe  jopon  sandry  .avtiele%  ooneerning'  the  abusing  Mr.  Jsjose 
C3edc'  fimsaid,  and  taking  of  his  goods,  and  were  in  »•  less 
danger  than  their  life;  howeirer,  by  the  old  lady  Marischairs 
advice^  who  was  the  said  Mn  Geo^je's  landlady,  the  laird  of 
Ruunuir  bad  purehast  a  remission  past  through  the  seals,  for  all 
the  fUendsbip  aaid  moyaa  Tolquhoto  could  make  in  Edinbiugb, 
barriiqf  bis  brother,  Mr.  William  Forbes^  advocate  in  Edinburgh, 
a  violent  agent  in  the  said  oaose;  yet  he  wan  this  point,  tkfiX 
Hmst  siMinld  both  renndn  in  ward  in  the  tolbooih  of  Edinbnxght 
while  they  set  sufficient  caution  and  lawburrows  to  TolqubiMi 
and  his  complices,  and  to  the  said  Mr.  James  Clerk,  that  they 
sicMild  be  harmless  and  skaitblesB,  nnder  great  pains;  whilk 
Matien  they  were  unable  to  set,  and  so  remaiaed  still  in  ward 
to  their  utner  overtbeow;  for  his  wife  cast  op  all  labooriag,  he 
having  fire  ploughs  under  Isbooringv  and  shortly  after  his  wife 
deeeases ;  but  he  and  his  eon  were  both  set  at  libBrty,  and  salely 
WMi  boase. 

•  Upon  Sunday  the  29tb  of  Ootobw,  our  covenant  was  again 
read  out  of  the  polpitin  Old  Aberdeen,  by  Mr.  William  Straehaii, 
mnister.  He  expounded  ihe  samen  not  to  be  against  the  kmg,  bni 
against  the  malignant  prelates  and  papists  of  Expand;  be  first 
himself  sware,  mid  subscribed  the  samen  to  be  lawful  and  just 
witb  God  ;  his  reader -r^ht. son;  sjme  Dr.  Guild,  fKiadmal,  Mr. 
Alexander  Middleton,  sub«principal,  Mr.  Alexander  Garden,  Mr* 
Patriek-Gerdon,  and  Mr*  George  Middleten,  regents,  came  dosra 
£n»m  the  left  wbwe  they  were  sittings  to  a  table  set  before  the 
mdpit  for  that  purpose  and  swave  and  sobseribed  the  covenant 
Mr.  John  Forbes,  Mr.  William  Rait,  and  Mr.  John  Lundis^ 
OlskowB  bsiHiss,  came  next,  with  the  elders  and  daaeens,  as 
they  were  called  upon,  and  £ofr  the .  most  part  sware  and  suIh 
scribed,  except  WilHam  Gordon  of  Gordon's  Mill,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Gordon  at  Kettock's  Mill,  who  took  to  be  advised;  at 
last,  they  on  another  day  cmne  in,  sware  and  subscribed ;  odijBrs, 
em(H  and  commons,  sware  and  sabseribed  that  day ;  and,  in  a 
wiovd,  such  was  our  minister's  care  and  diligence,  that  he  nttds 
the  haill  parish  swear  and  subscribe,  and  tiie  women  to  hold  up 
their  hsads,  very  lew  excepted.  This  was  our  ord^r  for  the 
parish  of  Old  Machar,  and.  such  as  could  not  subscribe  of  the 
asen,  Alexander  Wfldgoose,  reader,  subscribed  fortbqm;  bataU 
was  done  after  sermon ;  and,  m  like  manner,  Mr.  Andrew  Cast 
and  Mr.  John  Roe,  after  sermon  in  New  Aberdeen,  first  read, 
sware,  and  snhpmbdd  the  covenasit,  and  next  their  readers  eaasi* 
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dd  the  women  hold  up  their  hands,  and  ordained  Ae  men  to 
eome  in  quarterly^  as  the  town  is  divided  in  four  quartera,  upon 
Monday,  TuMday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  to  swear  and 
snhscribe  the  covenant  within  the  sesnon^honse,  whilk  w«s 
obeyed,  and  as  said  is,  upon  the  foresaid  Sunday,  and  theresAer 
the  covenant  was  subscribed  and  sworn  in  form  foresaid* 

It  is  said,  the  laird  of  Haddo,  at  his  parish  kirk  at  MetUiek, 
protested  against  the  minister  and  snbsinibants,  and  declared  it 
was  against  the  king's  will,  and  read  his  majesty's  letter  wiiieh 
ye  have  before,  which  bred  such  a  fear  in  the  parishionersy  that 
they  knew  not  whom  to  obey. 

Upon  the  last  of  October,  the  earl  Marischall  came  frae  Inve* 
rurie  to  Aberdeen  with  about  fifty  horse,  and  lodged  in  skipper 
Anderson's  house.  The  lord  Gordon,  upon  the  mom,  came  frae 
Edinburgh ;  he  wrote  for  some  friends  to  meet  him  at  the  bridge 
of  Dee ;  he  came  into  the  town  about  one  hundred  hotse,  and 
lodged  in  Mr.  Alexander  Beid's  house.  They  met  in  the  kigk 
council^house,  go  to  a  committee,  where  the  lord  Forbes  is  beni 
by  his  coloners  place ;  then  it  fidls  in  question  anent  the  divi* 
sion  of  the  shires  of  the  Meams,  Aberdeen,  and  Banl^  betvizt 
the  earl  Marischall  and  the  lord  Gordon,  (because,  by  MariaehalPa 
moyan,  as  was  thought,  the  l<Hrd  Forbes  was  put  by  his  regiment) 
who  could  not  agree  thereupon.  They  met  again  upon  the  maniy 
having  diverse  Inutous  with  them  at  tneir  committee,  where  they 
could  not  agree  about  their  division.  It  was  thought  fit  to  aiv 
quaint  the  committee  of  estates  herewith,  and  so  all  was  oontin»* 
ed  to  another  committee,  to  be  holden  at  Aberdeen  the  88d  of 
November.  In  the  meantime,  some  ministers  came  in  with  the 
roll^  of  the  fencible  men  of  their  parishes,  and  such  as  came  not 
in  were  desired  to  come  in  the  foresaid  2Sid  of  November,  with  a 
perfect  roll  of  their  men.  Thus  this  meeting  dissolved ;  Maris- 
diall  rode  back  to  Inverurie,  and  the  lord  Gordon  stayed  in  the 
town.  It  is  said  the  lord  Forbes  and  his  friends  were  highly 
offended  at  the  committee  of  estates  for  not  giving  him  a  regi- 
ment with  the  other  two,  which  bred,  as  was  said»  a  band  of 
eombination  betwixt  the  marquis  of  Huntly  and  -Um,  and  some 
of  his  friends,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter.  It  is  true  the  marquis  is 
informed  that  the  committee  of  estates  was  using  all  means  pee» 
sible  to  take  him  and  bring  him  in  per  force  to  the  town  ci  Edin- 
burgh ;  such  as  the  earl  Marischall,  and  aberiflb  of  Aberdeen  and 
Banff.  He  sent  to  Marischall,  demanding  him  if  he  was  upon 
such  course,  who  absolutely  refused;  nevertheless  he  began  to 
look  about  him,  and  make  as  many  friends  as  he  could  get.  The 
lord  Gordon  came  over  to  the  Oldtown  upon  Sunday,  heard  de- 
votion, stayed  in  Geoige  Middleton's  house  all  night ;  he  rode  to 
Straloch  upon  the  mom,  returned  back  upon  Wednesday  to  the 
samen  house ;  he  desired  the  lairds  of  Drum,  Straloch,  Udny,  and 
Kenmay,  to  go  speak  to  the  marquis,  and  see  if  he  would  receive 
bis  son,  and  make  him  welcome;  whilk  he  simplicitsr  refoaed. 
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«Koept  1m  wonU  Mnd  a  note  under  Un  huA^  qailtiog  ao4  di»» 
dbimiTtg  the  eoyenant,  and  such  Bervice  be  had  underta]^,  wldeh 
the  yoong  lord  could  not  creditably  do,  because  he  had  sworn 
and  sttbsCTibed  Ihe  ooTenant  already  in  Edinbuif;h  bdbre  he  came 
hece.  However,  the  most  the  marquis  could  be  moved  to  do,  was 
to  give  him  his  house  in  Old  Aberdeen  to  dwell  in,  and  bum  the 
peats  led  and  standing  in  the  close,  and  let  himself  provide  for 
jdeaishing  and  his  own  maintainance  for  his  sustentation  as  pleas- 
ed him-  beet  to  do ;  and  albeit  the  said  young  lord  thought  hard 
of  this  order,  yet  he  is  farced  and  compelled  to  accept  of  his  far 
tber's  offer,  and  dwell  in  his  Other's  house,  as  ye  shall  hereafter 
bear.  It  was  this  last  covenant  the  marquis  was  offended  at, 
whilk  his  son  had  subscribed.  Upon  the  let  of  November  our 
severe^  lord's  session  sat  down  for  administration  of  justice, 
as  all  other  inferior  judicatori^  did,  but  the  session,  by  sound  of 
trumpet,  was  ordained  to  rise  upon  the  28th  of  December,  to  the 
effiact  men  might  be  more  easily  levied  and  raised,  and  to  sit 
down  again  the  17th  of  January,  1644,  but  no  process  agmnst 
such  as  happened  to  be  with  the  army,  whilk  day  it  sat  down 
again,  and  was  prorogued  to  the  2d  of  rebruary,  as  ye  shall  hear 
hereafter. 

Upcm  Saturday  the  1 1th  of  November,  James  Conn,  in  Knockie 
Miln,  was  brought  in  to  Aberdeen  by  the  sheriff  of  Banff,  called 
the  laird  of  Birkenbog.  He  bad  been  taken  and  warded  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Banff  nine  weeks  before,  for  his  religion  only,  being 
an  excommunicate  papist,  and  that  day  was  convoyed  to  Aber- 
deen, where  he  was  warded  in  the  tolbooth,  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
William  Davidson,  sheriff-depute.  He  remained  there  till  the 
ITth  of  November,  and  then  was  transported  by  the  sheriff«-de- 
pate  to  the  shire  of  the  Meams,  and  so  forth  frae  shire  to  shire 
till  he  came  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  was  received  and  warded. 

Upon  the  16th  of  November,  there  came  to  Aberdeen  a  baillie 
of  Edinburgh,  with  a  deacon,  who  caused  publish  an  edict  at  the 
kirk  door  of  Old  Aberdeen,  upon  Sunday  the  19th,of  November^ 
summoning  our  elders  and  parishioners  to  compear  before  the 
oommittee  of  the  general  assembly,  at  Edinburgh,  the  6ih  day 
of  December  next,  to  hear  and  see  Mr.  William  Strachan,  our 
minister,  transplanted  frae  this  kirk  to  Edinburgh,  to  serve  in 
the  ministry  there ;  and  himself  was  also  summoned  to  that  day^ 
to  whom  they  gave  also  letters  directed  to  him  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  general  assembly.  Thir  commissioners  heard  him 
preach  the  foresaid  Sunday,  and  without  more  ado  with  session 
and  presbytery,  rode  south  to  Edinburgh,  where  Mr.  Thomas 
Gordon  at  Kettock's  Mill,  an  elder,  and  Mr.  James  Sandilands, 
common  procurator  for  the  King's  College  (because  our  minister 
was  a  stipendiary  minister,  put  in  by  the  said  college,  to  serve  at 
oar  kirk,  out  of  the  deanry  of  Aberdeen,  annexed  to  the  samen 
university)  were  sent  south  to  the  committee  of  the  general  aiH 
sembly  at  Edinburgh,  with  an  ample  commigsion,  subscribed  by 
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tintfmah-  andneniliaaB  /bf  die'Oollagie,  and  Uboorad  m  a 
nkisler  .get  Ubeity  ito  Ude  at  faome^  to  ftke  oooteBtmenl  of  him- 
self  andi^  lik  flaok;  for  be  Iikl.vritteB  a  plau  iwfoBal  tafp>to 
Edinbiurg^  and  .gent  an. ample  eommiauoD  to  appeal  iinMi  the 
oommiitee  of  the  kirk,  tothe.geneiml  assembly  easataf  •  So  tfaay* 
did  not  prevail,  as  they  iheaght  to  ha^ve  detie. 

Ye  heaT4  betee  hoW  the  .earl  of  Antrim  was  tDsacheroualy 
taken  hy  lionro  in  Isdand.  He  urae  straitly  waided,  or  ioept  hy 
tianr,  4»r  night  and  day.  by  his  eaptabs.  Now  it  Mi  ei^itaiit 
WaUaee,  aigveat  puritan,  to  keep  him,  who  was  aa  great  a  papist. 
He  had  one  ■■  ■  ■  Gtoidon  tohtt  lieutenant,  who  was  soa  to  air 
Alexander  Oordon^  and  unole  to  the  now  earl  of  SutherlaML 
This  .oaptam  Wallaoe,  with  his  lieotenant,  had  idsa  a  strong 
gmsd  about  the  earl  of  Antrim,  in  a  strong  castle;  hut  tlna lieo- 
tenant iGordoa  eraftily  oonTojwd  up  aaespied,  in  his  breeclies» 
eertain.tows,  by  the  whilk  the  earl  escaped  and  wan  freely  4|way, 
to  Wallace's  great  grief;  and  the  lieutenant  followed  and  Aid 
also.  His  escape  was  wrought  in  October,  whereat  major-Monro 
lengh  not  a  word. 

About  the  18th  of  Norember,  diverse  news  came  to  Aberdeen  ; 
such  as,  the  king's  admiral,  sir  John  Pennington,  upon  the  26th 
of  Septamfaer,  had  six  rich  prises  of  the  parliament's  ships  com* 
ing  from  the  Indies;  that  there  came  out  of  France  to  the  king, 
six  thousand  arms,  with.  stCHre  of  good  pistols;  diat  the  kiag«f 
I>enmark  had  sent  sixty  thousand  pocmds  sterling;  that  the  Imrds 
and  others  called  the  Banders  liad  subscribed  ^  last^  covenant 
with  limitation,  to  maintain  religion  and  the  Jdag's  loyal  autho- 
rity. 

Followed  amongst  them,  a  oMeting  at  Peebles, 'about  forty 
nobles,  knights,  and  barons ;  amongst  whom  was  the  marquis  of 
Hamilton.  It  was  there  reasoned,  that  since  the  country  was 
upon  raisiog  an  army,  whether  or  no  they  should  go  to  arms,  to 
impede  their  rising,  or  going  into  England  against  the  king. 
Hamilton  reasoned  against  their  rising  at  all ;  it  goes  to  voicing, 
and,  by  plurality  of  voices,  found,  that  no  man  should  be  raised 
against  the  country.  The  earl  of  Traquafar  being  there  with  the 
rest,  asked  Hamilton  whether  or  not  he  had  ffiven  aasurauce  to 
the  king  that  Scotland  should  not  raise  arms  r  he  answes«d,  he 
had  given  assurance  to  his  majesty  but  for  the  last  summer ;  how- 
ever, this  meeting  dissolved  without  more  ado,  and  the  eari  of 
Traquair,  with  another  lord,  past  thereftae  to  the  king. 

About  this  time,  tUs  marquis,  by  the  king's  patent,  was 
ereated  duke  of  Hamilton,  and  set  himself  to  fdldw  the  earl  of 
Traquair  to  court,  as  ye  may  herealiker  see,  who  had  bidden  free 
the  king  in  Scotland,  whilst  he  was  in  great  distress  in  Bnj^aad, 
as  ye  may  see  before. 

In  this  month  of  Novmber,  there  came  to  Aberdeen  one 
doctor  Pont,  who  had  some  stage  plays,  whilk  drew  the  people 
to  behold  the  sport ;    syne  upon  the  stage  sells  certain  iM^IiUy 
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m\n^  and  other  p)iygi«ftt  otntmentg,  whereof  he  ma^  gfeat  gflml 
Ttiereafter  he  went  north  to  other  barrows,  and  did  the  like. 

Upon  tho  2Sd  of  Norenlber,  the  lord  Gordon  can^e  out  of 
Dtnm^  (where  he  had  been  lodged  the  night  before),  to  the 
Crnives,  where  eertain  friends  met  him,  whom  he  had  written 
for,  and  were  aboat  ono  hunfdrkl  horse.  He  came  riditig  throagh 
the  Oldtown  to  New  Aberdeen,  to  hold  the  committee,  aecording 
to  the  ladt  act;  he  went  in  at  the  Jastiee-Port,  and  rode  "up 
threw  the  street,  and  lighted  at  Mr.  Alexander  Reid'ii  boose  in 
the  Gallowgate.  The  earl  Marisehall  come  not  to  this  meeting", 
m  wiM  expected ;  the  lord  Gordon,  after  his  lighting,  went 
down  to  the  laigh  couneil-house,  and  had  some  confer6n«e  whk 
the  lairds  of  Drum,  Fedret,  Kermuck,  Kemnay,  and  some  others 
of  die  committee;  the  provost  was  there  also.  In  the  meantime, 
.Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  minister,  came  up  to  the  coaneil^'hoaBe,  a^ 
'preiBented  to  the  lord  Gordon  the  covenant  to  be  snbseribed,  and 
to  all  the  rest,  whilk  willingly  they  did,  except  the  laiids  of 
Drmn  and  Fedret,  who  said,  it  was  soffieient  to  anbicribe  at  llieJr 
own  psrish  chnrehes,  and  not  in  Aberdeen  at  their  oooimHsisft. 
Mr.  Andrew  went  to  the  door  wit^  this  answer  i  but  the  lord 
Gordon  aad  some  other?  stayed  holding  their  m^tings,  Thnrs- 
day,  Friday,  and  Saturday.  Sunday  he  heard  devotion,  Monday 
Und  Tuesday  held  their  committees^  i&nd  all' was  eontitmed  while 
a  new  committee  to  be  holden  the  20th  of  December ;  and  npoB 
Wednesday  the  29lh  of  November,  the  lord  Gordon  rode  up  to 
Lesmoir,  where  his  father^s  sister,  the  lady  Slrathbrane,  was  for 
the'  time  remaining,  to  salnte  and  visit  her;  she  was  his  fiMther's 
sister,  as  said  is. 

Upon  the  26th  of  November,  the  committee  of  estlites  setb  ^mt 
^n  imprinted  act  anent  the  raising  men  and  arms,  whilk  oopidd 
is  thus : — 

"  Aci  of  the  Commiiiee  of  Estates  for  contriving  the  several  Troops,  ap* 
pointed  to  come  out  rf  the  shires,  into  Regvments, 

**  The  Committee  of  Bitsles  comideviiig  that,  for  the  pment  actviw  of  \\m 
oonntry,  theie  aiediTerse  troops  appoiated  to  be  levied  and  bnmglit  Ibttfi  of  the 
sereral  ahires  of  this  kingdom,  which  are  not  as  yet  fbrmed  imo  r^g^bneats,*  nor 
designed  for  any  ooloneiB  to  hare  oommaDd  over  them ;  thtfsfor^,  and  Ibr  the 
better  orderfa^  and  making  thir  troops  servioeaUe,  theeommitleeof  eststasheth 
cidafaied  them  to  be  dlrided  into  aeven  regiments,  eaeb  regiment  conslMiiigof 
eight  troops,  and  eaeh  tn6p  of  sixty  troopers,  besides  the  officers.  And  <vf  ^ 
-said  regtmenti^  one  to  be  commanded  by  the  lord-general's  exceflency  ;  fbr  fnak« 
ing  up  trheteof,  two  troops  to  be  btooght  out  of  Ireland,  via.  the  troops  of  major 
Bsnoantyne  and  sir  Robert  Adair,  for  that  end ;  as  ako  the  two  htrndred  and 
fSnrty  horse  appcHnted  to  come  out  of  the  sheriffdom  of  Roxbargh,  Selkirk,  and 
Peebles,  which  will  mske  np  four  troops. 

''  Oae  to  be  commsnded  by  general  Lesly^  to  consist  of  the  three  troops  klteady 
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levied,  the  laird  of  Polmais'  troop  appdnted  to  come  out  of  the  aherifidom  of 
Stirling,  and  four  troops  to  be  levied,  and  levy  money  to  be  granted. 

*'  One  to  be  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Eglington,  and  to  consiat  of  two  linn« 
dred  and  forty  hone,  appointed  to  oome  out  of  the  aherifidom  of  Air  and  Ren- 
item,  which  will  make  up  four  troops ;  the  two  hundred  appointed  to  come  out 
of  the  aheriffilom  of  Lan^lc,  which  will  make  up  three  troops,  and  twenty 
horse  to  be  levied. 

'<  One  to  be  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Dalhouaie,  and  to  consist  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  appointed  to  come  out  of  the  sheiifidom  of  Berwidc,  whidi 
will  make  two  troops ;  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  appointed  to  oome  out  of  the 
aherifiUom  of  Haddington,  to  make  up  other  two ;  the  one  hundred  and  twenty 
appointed  to  come  from  the  sherifidom  of  Edinburgh,  to  make  up  other  two ; 
one  of  the  troops  appointed  to  come  out  of  the  sherifiUom  of  Stirling,  viz.  that 
whereof  afar  William  Bruoe  is  rout  master,  and  the  troop  appointed  to  oome  out 
of  the  aherifidom  of  Linlithgow. 

"  One  to  be  commanded  by  the  lord  Gordon,  and  to  consist  of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  horse,  appointed  to  come  out  of  Aberdeen  and  BanflT,  which  will 
make  up  firar  troops ;  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  appointed  to  oome  out  of 
Elgin,  Nairn,  and  Inverness,  on  this  side  of  the  Ness,  which  will  make  up  two  ; 
and  (in  regard  there  are  one  hundred  and  forty  appointed  to  oome  out  of  the 
dierifiUom  of  Forikr,)  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thereof,  which  will  make  two 
troops. 

''  One  to  be  commanded  by  the  lord  Kircudbri^^  and  to  consiat  of  the  sis 
toore  appointed  to  come  out  of  Wigtown  and  Kircudbright ;  the  one  hundred 
and  twenty  appointed  to  come  out  of  Dumfries ;  and  the  two  hundred  and  forty 
appointed  to  come  out  of  Perth,  all  which  will  make  eight  troops. 

*'  One  to  be  commanded  by  the  lord  Balcarras,  and  to  consiat  of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  appointed  to  come  out  of  Fife;  of  two  troops  to  be  levied,  the 
two  hundred  horse  appointed  to  oome  out  of  Kincardine,  and  the  earl  Maria- 
chall'a  part  of  Aberdeen,  and  the  two  hundred  horse  out  of  Forfiir,  before  re- 
served ftom  the  lord  Gordon." 

CSic  sub.  J  «  ARCH.  PRYMROSE,  Cler.  Com." 

This  iineOtttli  act,  scarce  understandable,  bred  great  fear  and 
perturbation  amongst  the  king's  loyal  subjects ;  but  howsoever 
thir  troops  were  levied  in  other  shires,  they  got  small  obedieiiee 
here,  as  after  does  appear,  partly  by  the  earl  Marisehall's  misoon- 
tentment  anent  the  aivision,  alle^ng  the  lord  Gordon  to  have 
gotten  more  than  he  got,  and  partly  because  he  kept  not  the  com- 
mittee with  the  lord  Gordon  and  the  rest,  and  partly  by  the  mar- 
quis of  Hnndy's  risings  as  ye  shall  see  hertafter. 

Now,  ye  heard  before  of  the  marquis,  or  rather  duke  of  Ha- 
milton, how  he  was  to  follow  the  earl  of  Traqoair  to  court;  there 
was  a  pretty  slight  devised,  to  make  him  to  be  the  more  welcome 
to  the  king;  which  was,  the  estates  resolved  to  have  this  cove- 
nant sworn  and  subscribed  through  all  Scotland ;  among  the  rest, 
they  desire  the  duke  and  his  brother  the  earl  of  Lanerk,  secretary 
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of  Scotland,  and  of  the  Scots  council  in  England,  to  swear  and 
subscribe  the  covenant,  whilk  they  both  simulately  refused; 
whereupon  the  committee  of  estates  as  deceitfully  gave  order  to 
their  own  good-brother,  the  earl  of  Lindsay,  presently  to  meddle 
with  the  duke's  estates,  land,  and  livings,  for  his  disobedience, 
and  to  meddle  with  the  dues  and  commodities  of  the  signet  per- 
taining to  his  brother,  as  secretary  foresaid,  and  that  without 
horning,  forfeiture,  process,  or  other  summons,  as  was  used 
against  other  nonnsubscribers,  to  the  effect  they  might  shew  the 
king  how  they  were  handled  for  refusing  to  subscribe  the  cove* 
nant,  as  his  majesty  had  expressly  forbidden  his  good  subjects  to 
do ;  thereby  to  insinuate  them  more  and  more  in  his  highness' 
favour.  But  this  was  a  short  cloak  in  the  eyes  of  the  beholders ; 
for  their  mother  was  drawing  and  drilling  soldiers  in  the  duke's 
absence  upon  his  estates  and  rents,  as  busily  as  if  she  had  been  a 
man,  notwithstanding  the  samen  had  been  appointed  to  be  inga- 
thered  by  the  foresaid  earl  of  Lindsay.  But  the  duke  and  his 
brother's  doings  are  more  and  more  discovered;  in  the  mean* 
time  they  are  getting  this  cloak  of  excuse,  to  shew  the  king  how 
the  committee  of  estates  had  bereft  them  of  their  rents,  as  is  for- 
merly said  ;  and  thus  the  duke  and  his  brother,  well  convoyed, 
having  store  of  monies,  take  journey  about  the  last  of  November, 
and  to  England  go  they ;  of  whom  ye  shall  hear  hereafter. 

About  the  27th  of  November,  letters  of  intercommuning  were 
published  at  the  itaercat  cross  of  Aberdeen,  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Jaffray,  Alexander  and  John  Ja£frays,  his  sons,  against 
the  laird  of  Haddo,  and  published  at  the  kirks  of  Methlick, 
Fyvie,  Tarves,  and  Bellie,  the  marquis  of  Huntly's  own  parish- 
kirk  of  the  Bog ;  likeas,  the  said  marquis  was  charged  by  a  mes- 
senger, by  virtue  of  the  said  letters,  not  to  intercommune  with 
Haddo,  help  nor  supply  him  ;  whereat  the  marquis  wais  discon- 
tent, and  thir  charges  did  no  good,  as  after  ye  shall  hear.  The 
laird  of  Haddo  could  get  no  peace,  except  he  paid  the  foresaid 
fine  of  twenty  thousand  merks.  He,  seeing  the  rigorous  dealing, 
and  that  he  beard  the  estates  were  to  send  forces  to  uplift  the 
samen  per  force,  went  about  legally  .to  defend  himself,  and  nuide 
an  assignation  of  his  haill  goods  and  gear,  sums  of  money,  debts, 
and  others  pertaining  to  him,  to  his  cousin,  Gilbert  Gordon  of 
Knaven. 

Ye  heard  before  bow  the  lord  Gordon  rode  to  Lesmoir,  to  visit 
liis  father's  sister;  he  past  therefrae  to  Strathboggie^  but  the 
marquis  was  flitted  to  the  Bog,  making  preparation  for  the  mar- 
riage of  his  daughter,  lady  Mary,  to  Alexander  Irvine,  young 
laird  of  Drum ;  and  in  the  meantime  was  furnishing  the  place  of 
Auchindown  with  all  necessaries.  The  lord  Gordon  lodged  in 
Tnlliesoul,  and  staid  no  longer  there,  only  exhorting  the  Strath- 
boggie  men  to  be  ready  upon  their  own  peril,  and. so  rode  his 
way,  being  in  malgrace  with  his  father,  and  returned  to  Aber- 
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Upon  Tharaday  the  Tth  of  December,  tbe  young  laird  of  Dram 
foresaid  was  married  to  the  foresaid  lady  Mary  Gordon,  with  a 
great  solemnity ;  mirth  and  merriness  enoagh  in  the  Bog  at  their 
bridal,  but  the  lord  Gordon  was  not  at  his  sister's  brida],  through 
miscontentment  betwixt  his  father  and  him. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  6th  of  December,  Gilbert  Breck,  one  of 
the  town's  officers,  caused  bring  a  bairn,  born  to  him  of  his  wife, 
called  —  Silver,  to  the  lecture  lesson,  where  Mr,  John  Rue,  the 
minister,  had  taught,  to  be  baptized ;  but  because  this  bairn  waa 
not  brought  to  him  when  he  was  baptizing  some  other  bairns,  he 
would  not  give  baptism  to  this  young  infant,  whereupon  the 
simple  man  was  forced  to  bring  back  his  child  unbaptized  frae 
the  kirk  to  his  own  house.  The  wife  lying  in  childbed,  hearing 
'  her  child  was  not  baptized,  was  so  angry,  that  she  turned  her 
face  to  the  wall,  and  deceased  immediately,  through  plain  displear. 
sure ;  and  the  bairn  also  ere  the  mom  ;  and  the  mother  and  her 
bairn  in  her  oxter  were  both  buried  ti^ether.  Lamentable  to 
see  how  the  people  are  thus  abused  ! 

Thir  lecture  lessons  were  brought  in  by  Mr.  Andrew  Cant, 
upon  Wednesday  and  Friday  weekly,  in  place  of  evening  prayers, 
which  many  people  thought  no  warr  nor  thir  lessons. 

Thir  lectures  had  no  prayer,  but  a  psalm  sung  at  the  beginning, 
and  a  prayer  at  the  ending.  This  form  was  brought  in  for  to 
make  their  stipend  better ;  likeas,  ilk  minister  had  five  hundred 
merks  yearly  of  augmentation.  Thus  is  this  novelty  brought  in 
upon  the  town's  expences,  where  the  evening  prayers  were  used 
before,  and  better  service  done  by  the  minister  then  nor  now. ' 

The  estates  are  busy  to  cause  every  nobleman  swear  and  sub* 
scribe  the  covenant ;  and  such  as  refused  were  summoned  to  com- 
pear before  the  next  parliament,  or  before  the  committee  of 
estates  of  parliament,  under  the  pain  of  forfeiture.  Strange  to 
see  forfeiture  without  authority  of  a  king  ! 

About  the  1st  of  December,  word  came  to  Aberdeen  that  the 
earl  of  Lothian  was  taken  in  England,  at  the  king's  command, 
for  going  to  France,  and  negotiating  with  the  protestants  there, 
for  help  and  support  of  our  Covenanters,  and  other  unlawful 
causes,  as  was  reported,  for  the  whilk  he  was  committed  to  strait 
priscm. 

Upon  Sunday  the  10th  of  December,  the  women  of  our  parish 
of  St.  Machar,  after  sermon,  were  caused  hold  up  their  hands, 
and  swear  to  the  maintenance  of  religion  presently  professed  in 
Seodand,  and  to  abide  by  the  covenant;  likeiM,  at  the  samen 
kirk«-door,  letters  of  intercommuning  were  published  against  the 
laird  of  Haddo,  at  the  Jaffrays'  instance,  to  make  him  odious, 
which  did  little  good,  as  does  appear. 

Now  the  lord-general  Lesly  is  fast  growing  to  an  head,  and  has 
conveened  about  two  thousand  foot  and  three  thousand  horsey 
well  armed  with  field  pieces  and  all  engines  of  war  necessary, 
and  about  the  —  day  of  December,  began  his  march  towards* 
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Newcastle ;  and,  in  the  meantime^  soldiers  are  daily  raised  and 
sent  after  the  army,  for  the  better  strengthening  thereof.  He  had 
the  marquis  of  Argyll,  prendent  of  the  army,  the  earl  of  Lind- 
say, the  lord  Balmerinoeh,  with  diverse  other  nobles,  captains, 
and  commanders  in  his  army ;  yet  the  truth  is,  he  had  but  fif« 
teen  regiments  of  horsc'  and  foot  into  England,  and  five  regi-* 
ments  shortly  followed  him,  amounting  to  about  ten  thousand 
men,  besides  such  as  was  raised  thereafter. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  lord  Gordon ;  he  comes  to  Aberdeen, 
and  upon  Tuesday  the  19th  of  December,  there  was  a  committee 
of  war  holden  in  the  laigh  council-house  of  the  tolbooth,  by  the 
earl  Marischall,  the  said  lord  Gordon,  and  the  laird  of  Drum, 
sheriff,  the  lairds  of  Kermuck,  Glenkindy,  and  diverse  other 
barons,  with  the  provost  and  baillies  of  Aberdeen.  David  Gor- 
don of  Knaven  compeared  before  this  committee,  and  produced 
an  assiffnation  made  to  him  |>y  the  laird  of  Haddo,  of  his  haill 
moveable  goods,  gear,  debts,  sums  of  money ;  and  made  intima- 
tion to  them  thereof,  and  took  instruments  thereupon  in  two 
notsrs'  hands.  In  the  meantime,  the  foresaid  laira  of  Drum, 
sheriff,  (as  he  had  gotten  order  frae  the  estates)  caused  a  messen- 
ger charge  the  foresaid  earl  Marischall,  lord  Gordon,  and  haill 
persons  of  the  committee,  personally  conveened,  to  rise,  concur, 
and  assist  him  as  sheriff  of  Aberdeen,  to  search,  seek,  take,  and 
apprehend  the  said  laird  of  Haddo ;  and  failing  thereof,  to  meddle 
and  intromit  with  his  lands,  rents,  and  goods  and  gear,  conform 
to  the  letters  raised  thereanent.  At  this  charge  the  committee 
goes  to  a  consultation,  and  resolves  to  send  over  to  the  commit- 
tee  of  estates  the  copy  of  the  foresaid  assignation,  with  the  inti- 
mation following  thereupon,  and  to  take  their  advice  what*  ^ras 
best  to  be  done  thereanent.  Thus  this  committee  sat  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday ;  they  considered  the  roll  of  fencible  men  of  the 
parishes,  given  by  such  ministers  as  came,  and  were  found  not 
given  up  orderly ;  wherefore  they  were  commanded  to  give  a 
perfect  roll  of  all  manner  of  men  within  their  parishes,  betwixt 
sixty  and  sixteen ;  continued  their  committee  of  war  to  the  2d  of 
January  next,  1644,  and  ordained  the  haill  ministers  to  be  ehavg^ 
ed,  under  the  pain  of  one  hundred  pound,  to  keep  this  committee, 
and  bring  in  perfect  rolls  within  this  diocese  or  province,  in  form 
foresaid. 

It  was  also  ordered  by  the  committee  of  estates,  that  ilk  min- 
ister should  furnish  out  a  man  to  this  service,  whilk  would  draw 
to  one  thousand  men,  because  there  is  one  thousand  ministers ; 
whilk  some  here  did  furnish,  others  were  overlooked  ;  and  so  they 
dissolved. 

The  estates,  seeing  the  laird  of  Haddo's  assignation,  took  it  to 
be  plain  scorn  and  delusion,  and  therefore  raised  new  chai^ges 
against  the  laird  of  Drum,  sheriff,  and  others,  to  go  upon 
Haddo,  as^  ye  shall  hear  hereafter. 

'.    ]!(ow,  as  this  committee  of  war  dissolved,  there  sat  down  ano- 
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ther  ooitainUtee  of  valnafiom  for  uptaking  the  reate  of  the  lands* 
for  levying  of  the  soldiers  within  this  sheriffdom.  Thus,  diijr 
and  night  the  poor  coaatry  people  is  imprest  and  vext»  withoat 
authority  of  the  king  I 

Upon  the  18th  of  December,  a  proclamation  was  made  at  tbe 
cross  of  Aberdeen,  charging  the  commissioners  of  the  late  par- 
liament within  the  shire  of  Aberdeen,  to  be  at  Edinburgh  the  3d 
day  of  January,  1644,  as  well  nobles  and  barons  as  burro^ra^ 
to  sit  and  cc^osce  upon  such  matters  as  belong  to  a  parliament, 
in  the  interim  betwixt  parliaments,  conform  to  the  act  of  pariia- 
m?nt. 

Ye  heard  before  how  duke  Hamilton,  with  his  brother,  took 
journey  towards  court,  with  store  of  monies,  about  twelye  horae» 
load  as  was  reported.  Now,  by  the  way,  it  is  said,  the  earl  of 
Lanerk,  his  brother,  went  to  Newcastle,  wh^e  he  had  siHiie 
dealing  with  sir  John  Morrall,  govemour  of  Newcastle,  to-betray 
.the  town  to  our  general  Lesly.  This  treason  is  discovered;  he  is 
removed  and  warded,  and  another  governour  put  in  bis  placa 
Upon  this  dealing,  and  other  reasons,  it  is  said  the  duke  and  his 
brother  were  convoyed  to  Oxford  politiquely.  At  his  lighting  he 
.  intended  to  see  the  king,  but  he  was  stayed  by  sir  Jacob  Ashly, 
appointed  to  take  him  and  his  brother  bodi ;  and,  upon  the  mom, 
he  (without  sight  of  the  king)  was  had  to  a  strong  hold,  and 
committed  to  close  prison  in  the  castle  of  Woodstock,  and  there- 
frae  transported  to  Cornwall.  It  is  said  his  brother  also  was 
warded,  but  wan  away  by  a  slight,  and  to  the  parliament  of 
England  (wanting  a  king)  goes  he  for  his  refuge^««  sign,  surely^ 
of  a  guilty  conscience !  Thus  was  our  royal  king  served  by  Ha- 
milton  and  his  brother,  who  was  his  secretary ;  from  England  he 
came  thereafter  to  Scotland,  is  made  welcome,  and  goes  on  in 
service  with  the  rest  of  the  Covenanters  (hard  for  the  king,  he 
being  his  secretary,  as  said  is)  with  all  his  might ;  but  duke  Ha- 
milton is  transported  to  Bristol. 

Upon  the  19th  and  20th  days  of  December,  Dr.  Guild  goes  on 
most  maliciously,  and  causes  cast  down  the  stately  wall  standing 
within  the  bishop's  close,  curiously  builded  with  hewn  stone, 
and  took  the  stones  down  to  the  college,  for  such  vain  uses  as. he 
thought  most  expedient,  (such  was  the  iniquity  of  the  times !)  and 
brake  down  the  ashlar  work  about  the  turrets,  raised  the  paye- 
ment  of  the  hall,  and  caused  lead  them  down,  to  lay  the  floor  of 
the  common  school. 

About  this  time,  sir  Gilbert  Menzies  of.Pitfoddels  leaves  the 
country,  and  goes  to  France,  fearing  the  troubles  to  come.  He 
purchased  letters  patent  frae  the  committee  of  estates  at  Edin- 
burgh, to  go,  upon  condition  his  men,  tenants,  and  servants, 
should  rise  with  the  publick,  and  his  grounds  and  rents  liable  to 
loan  and  taxation,  and  other  levy  money.  His  lady  shortly  fol- 
lows him. 
.    Upon  Thursday,   21st  of  December,  Mr*  William  Douglas, 
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minigter  at  Forguje,  -v^o  was  ehoflen  professor  at  the  last  joNmnm 
eial  asB^nbly)  gave  in  theses  in  the  college  kirk  of  Old  Abei^ 
deea ;  he  defended  the  samen  against  all  opposition  of  the  bre^ 
thren  there  conveened^  such  as  Mr.  David  Lindsav»  parson  of 
Belhelvie,  moderator  to  the  next  general  assembly^  aootor  Guilds 
Mr.  John  Rue,  Mr.  John  Logic,  Mr.  Robert  Cheyne,  and  some 
others ;  for  the  eight  presbyteries  of  Aberdeen  were  warned  to 
send  in  two  or  three  commissioners  out  of  ilk  presbytery,  to  have 
kept  this  day,  whereof  some  came,  others  came  not ;  in  respeet 
whereof  Mr.  William  Douglas  is  ordained  to  come  again  upon  the 
S4th  of  January,  1644)  to  abide  his  last  trial,  and  the  commi»< 
8i<mers  of  ilk  presbytery  ordained  to  be  present,  whilk  was  done, 
and  he  admitted  professor,  in  a  more  worthy  man's  place,  un-p 
justly  put  therefirae  by  the  tyranny  of  this  church ;  whereat  he 
never  was  offended,  but  gladly  began  to  repair  his  dwellings* 
house,  whilk  he  had  mortified  to  the  professor,  and  removed 
therefrae,  as  ye  shall  hereafter  hear,  to  the  great  grief  and 
grudge  of  the  town  of  Old  Aberdeen,  among  the  poor  of  which 
he  was  most  charitable. 

Monday  the  2dth  of  December,  and  good  Yool-day,  no  work 
wrought  in  Old  Aberdeen,  nor  yet  upon  St  James's  day,  nor 
Stephen's  day,  for  all  the  thundering  of  the  ministers  could  do 
against  it;  and  upon  the  27 th  of  December,  the  Oldiown  coll»« 
gioaers  got  eight  days'  play,  whether  the  masters  would  or  not. 

Upon  Sunday  the  24th  of  December,  the  communion  was 
given  here  in  Old  Aberdeen,  to  the  coUegioners  who  were  absent 
frae  the  communion  before,  and  to  such  persons  as  were  sick  and 
unable  to  come ;  they  were  about  a  boar<uul  of  such  people. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  down-sitting  of  our  sovereign  lord's 
aession  upon  Thursday  the  21st  of  December;  it  was  raised  by 
sound  of  trumpet  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  ordained  to  sit 
down  the  16tn  of  January  next,  to  the  effect  men  might  be 
hastily  lifted,  and  had  to  the  bowl-road ;  but  inferior  judicatories 
sat  still,  administering  justice ;  likeas,  upon  the  I6th  of  January 
it  sat  down  again,  and  was  prorogate  to  the  2d  of  February, 
and  sat  down  that  day. 

Upon  Sunday  the  Slst  of  December,  it  was  declared  out  of 
pulpit,  that  the  committee  of  the  kirk  at  Edinburgh  had  ordain-*' 
ed  a  fast  to  be  kept  on  Sunday  the  7th  of  January,  1644,  and 
upon  Wednesday  thereafter,  throughout  all  the  parish  kirks  of 
Scotland,  for  a»  happy  success  to  our  army.  2d,  The  danger. of 
religion.  Sd,  The  sins  of  the  land.  4th,  For  a  blessing  upon 
our  commissioners'  travails,  lying  in  England ;  whilk  fast  was 
solemnly  kept  the  foresaid  days,  and  the  covenant  read  out  upon 
the  Sunday. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  26th  of  December,  Mr.  James  Guthrie, 
minister  at  Urquhart;  Mr.  Aleunder  Sp^nce,  parson  of  Bimie ; 
and  Mr.  Alexander  Symmer,  parson  of  Duffus,  came  to  the 
Bog,  (by  direction  of  the  presbytery  of  Elgin,)  and  in  name  of 
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the  eommittee  of  the  general  aeeemUy  at  Edinburgli,  deeired  the 
marqais  of  Hantly  to  swear  and  subscribe  the  late  covenant.  He 
answered,  he  would  not  subscribe  any  such  covenant  witbont 
the  king's  command,  for  he  had  once  subscribed  a  ooyenant  at  his 
majest/s  command  before,  and  he  would  subscribe  no  more  with- 
out his  authority ;  whereupon  the  three  ministers  took  their  leave^ 
and  wrote  back  his  answer  to  the  foresaid  committee.  Thus  this 
nobleman  is  daily  pointed  at,  and  cannot  get  rest,  whilk  bred 
trouble,  as  afifcer  ye  shall  hear. 

.  About  this  time,  word  came  to  Aberdeen  that  Mr.  Pym,  that 
arch-^traitor  in  the  lower  house,  was  departed  this  life  in  London, 
which  was  to  be  lamented  that  he  had  died  before  he  was  hanged 
to  the  death ! 

:  Many  news  was  daily  coming  to  Aberdeen  of  the  khag^s  vic- 
tories over  his  English  enemies,  himself  being  at  Oxford,  winter- 
ing the  cold  season,  where  all  winter  he  bade  still :  that  he  had 
indicted  a  parliament  to  be  holden  at  Oxford  in  January,  1644; 
and  to  that  effect  had  sent  out  proclamations  to  die  nobles  and 
peers  of  parliament  to  come  to  their  own  places,  to  whom  he 
granted  full  and  free  remission  for  all  bygones,  except  some  arch- 
traitors,  specially  denominated,  whom  his  majesty  could  nowise 
remit.  Upon  this  gracious  proclanuttion,  many  nobles  and  peers 
eame  in  to  the  king,  and  were  well  received. 

Great  diligence  and  expedition  made  through  all  the  shires  of 
Scotland  for  raising  of  men  to  send  after  our  army,  which  is 
now  lymg  at  Morpeth,  having  sundry  noblemen,  such  as  the  mar- 
4|uis  of  Argyll,  president  of  the  army,  the  earl  of  Lindsay,  the 
lord  Balmerinoch,  the  earl  of  Eglington,  the  viscount  of  Dud- 
hope,  and  diverse  other  colonels  and  captains. 

There  was  lifted  out  of  the  town  of  Edinburgh  one  thousand 
two  hundred  men ;  out  of  Dundee,  one  hundred  and  eighty  men ; 
out  of  Brechin  and  Montrose,  one  hundred  and  ten  men ;  and 
out  of  Aberdeen,  there  was  appointed  to  be  raised  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men,  with  their  officers. 

There  came  out  a  printed  paper,  dated  the  12th  of  June,  1643, 
bearing  an  ordinance  of  the  lords  and  commons  in  parliament,  for 
the  calling  of  an  assembly  of  learned  and  godly  divines,  to  be 
consulted  with  by  the  parliament,  for  the  settling  of  the  govern- 
ment and  litui^  of  the  church  of  England ;  declaring  also  the 
present  church  government  by  archbishops,  bishops,  and  other 
ecclesiastical  officers  depending  upon  that  hierarchy,  an  evil,  and 
justly  offi»nrive  and  burthensome  to  the  kingdom,  &c.  and  that 
therefore  they  are  resolved  the  samen  shall  be  taken  away,  and 
that  such  a  church  government  shall  be  settled  in  the  church  as 
shall  be  most  agreeable  with  God's  holy  word,  and  most  apt  to 
preserve  and  jHrocure  the  peace  of  the  church  at  home,  and  nearer 
agreement  with  the  church  of  Scotland,  &c. 
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Ye  heard  before  of  the  committee  of  war  holden  at  Aberdeeni 
The  earl  Marischall  rode  to  Dubotter,  and  from  that  to  IiiTertme* 
The  lord  Gordon  rode  ont  of  Aberdeen  likewise,  but  retmraed 
back  upon  the  Ist  of  January  to  his  lodging  at  Mr.  Alesander 
Reid's  house,  where  he  stayed  till  the  11th  of  January. 

Upon  the  3d  of  January,  he  held  a  committee  of  war,  with 
some  barons,  but  the  earl  Marischall  came  not  to  this  committee. 
It  sat  still  while  the  11th  of  January;  the  ministry  came  in» 
and  produced  under  their  hands,  and  by  virtue  of  their  oath% 
the  rolls  of  the  fencible  men  betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen  in  their, 
parishes.  There  was  before  this  committee  sundry  other  matters 
agitated,  and  so  dissolved  upon  the  foresaid  11th  of  January.  It 
was  said,  the  earl  Marischall  miskent  thir  committees,  because 
he  had  no  contentment  in  the  division. 

Upon  the  4th  of  January,  a  committee  was  holden  upon  the 
valuations  of  the  shire  of  Aberdeen,  for  lifting  of  men.  The 
sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen  was  valued  at  one  hundred  thousand 
merks,  whereof  Aberdeen  should  pay  eighteen  thousand  four 
hundred  merks. 

Upon  Sunday  the  7th  of  January,  a  fast  precisely  kqpt,  as  ye 
have  before ;  and  upon  Wednesday  thereafter,  the  minister  went 
not  out  of  pulpit  tili  the  people  re*conveened  to  the  afternoon's 
aermon,  at  the  rinnng  of  the  hindmost  bell  allenarly,  and  no 
blessing  was  said  after  the  forenoon's  sermon  upon  Sunday,  till 
first  the  afternoon's  preaching  was  done,  and  so  one  blesnug 
served  for  both  sermons.  The  covenant  was  read  out  upon  Sun^ 
day,  declaring  and  exponing  the  samen  to  be  nowise  against  the 
king,  but  against  the  papists  about  him.  Thus  the  minister 
seemed  to  persuade  the  people  to  believe  this  exposition,  but 
they  would  never  in  their  hearts  be  persuaded  thereof. 

In  new  Aberdeen,  such  merchants  as  were  at  sea,  and  no# 
come  home,  subscribed  the  said  covenant  upon  Sunday,  on  thaiv 
knees,  with  imlifted  hands. 

The  laird  of  Drum,  sheriff-principal  of  Aberdeen,  is  chaif^ 
with  letters  direct  out  in  the  bug's  name  (but  Qod  knows  if  £ey 
were  with  his  majesty's  will),  to  charge  the  barons  of  the  shire  tto 
conveen,  and  the  town  of  Aberdeen  to  raise  forty-eight  horsemen 
for  the  most  part,  and  two  commanders,  to  go  seardh,  seek,  take^ 
and  apprehend  the  laird  of  Haddo,  or  to  take  his  house,  aii4 
meddle  widi  his  rents.  Conform  to  the  whilk  charges,  the  laird 
of  Drum  causes  chai^  the  town  of  Aberdeen  to  raise  their  meoy 
and  wrote  to  sundry  barons  to  meet  him ;  and  so  upon  the  ITth 
day  of  January,  the  laird  of  Drum  marches  ont  of  Aberdeen, 
having  with  him  the  said  company  of  men  and  commattder% 
with  Mr.  Alexander  Jaflray,  John  and  Alexander  Jaffimys^  hia 
sons,  well  armed  altogether,   with  swords,  pistols,   carabines,* 
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and  muskets,  being  for  the  most  part  all  horsemen ;  and,  at  the 
green  of  Udny,  there  meets  the  sheriff,  the  lurds  of  Pittodrie, 
Monymusk,  Echt,  Federet,  Udny,  Skene,  and  diverse  other 
barons,  with  whom  was  Mr.  William  Davidson,  sheriff-depute. 
They  go  to  consultation,  and  send  before  them  the  said  sheriff- 
depute,  with  John  Spence ;  Rothsay,  herauld ;  David  Kemp, 
messenger ;  and  two  notars,  with  commission  to  charge'  such 
as  were  within,  to  rcfhder  the  house  in  the  king's  name,  and  the 
sheriff  followed  with  his  company.  Conform  to  the  whilk  com- 
mission they  went  forward,  and  charged  them  within,  being 
about  forty  men^  to  render  the  house,  being  but  laigh  bigging, 
wherein  Haddo  dwelt.  It  was  answered,  this  house  pertain^ 
not  to  Haddo,  but  his  son,  to  whom  he  had  disponed  the  samen, 
and  so  could  not  with  reason  render  the  son's  house  for  the  fa- 
ther's fault ;  and  for  his  rents,  goods,  and  gear,  they  were  as- 
signed to  David  Gordon,  and  lawfully  intimate.  Then  they 
charged  them  to  make  open  gates,  whereby  they  might  seek, 
search,  take,  and  apprehend  that  rebel  the  laird  of  Haddo. 
They  answered,  he  was  not  within,  ami  for  their  better  assur- 
ance keist  open  the  gates  and  doors,  and  suffered  none  to  enter 
but  the  foresaid  sheriff-depute,  Rothsay,  herauld,  David  Kemp, 
messenger,  and  the  two  notars.  They  made  a  business  of 
searching  the  house,  but  missing  him,  they  took  instruments  in 
the  notarsV  hands  of  their  diligence.  Thereafter,  they  drank 
kindly,  and  parted  in  peace,  and  came  to  the  sheriff  and  his 
complices,  standing  hard  beside,  and  told  what  they  had  done. 
In  the  meantime,  there  was  shot  frae  the  place  of  Kelly,  hard 
at  their  heek,  ten  or  twelve  hagbutts,  whilk  fleyed  all  this  people, 
and  scattered  them,  so  that  ilk  roan  took  the  gate,  returning 
home,  but  more  ado.  It  is  said,  Haddo  himself,  with  about  forty 
horse,  was  lying  near  hand  at  the  back  of  a  know,  beholding 
the  i^rt,  but  appeared  not  that  day. 

The  Jaffrays  paid  for  meat  and  drink  coming  and  going  to 
Aberdeen,  for  the  townsmen  only,  and  got  little  service.  The 
sheriff  seeing  thir  men  break  ranks  at  the  shot  of  thir  hagbutts, 
resolved  to  go  no  farther  on,  but  to  write  to  the  estates,  and 
shew  his  diligence,  as  indeed  he  did,  and  so  this  matter  ceased. 

It  was  said,  the  marquis  of  Huntly  sent  William  Gordon  of 
Arradoul,  John  Gordon  of  Colpnay,  Shells,  and  Peter  Lesly,  a 
notar,  to  the  Jaflrays  and  people  of  Aberdeen,  derfring  them  not 
to  come  out  against  Haddo  after  such  a  violent  manner ;  but  he 
got  no  contented  answer.  Strange  in  this  country,  to  see  the 
marquis  of  Huntly's  desire  so  vilipened  with  such  people !  but 
sorrow  hastily  followed  upon  this  pride,  as  ye  have  hereafker, 
bred  through  the  ambition  of  the  burgesses. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  foresaid  17th  of  January,  David  Kemp, 
messenger,  chaif;ed  the  said  laird  of  Drum,  sheriff-principal  of 
Aberdeen,  to  convocate  the  king's  leiges,  and  go  search,  seek, 
take,  and  apprehend  the  marquis  of  Huntly  for  his  disobedience 
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to  the  estates ;  likeas,  the  sheriflP  of  Banff  was  charged  to  take 
him  also,  if  he  was  dwelling  within  that  sheriffdom,  of  whom 
ye  may  see  hereafter.  But  the  sheriff  of  Aberdeen  had  a  good 
excuse,  becaase  the  marquis  dwelt  in  the  Bog,  out  of  the  sheriff- 
dom of  Aberdeen,  and  so  made  no  search  or  seeking  for  this 
noble  and  most  loyal  subject  in  Scotland,  as  ye  may  perceive  by 
his  own  declarations ;  but  he  is  so  abused  by  the  tyranny  of  thir 
newcome  estates,  as  he  could  get  neither  peace  nor  rest,  but 
charges  daily  threatning  him  to  come  in  their  wills  and  follow 
their  cqnncils,  contrary  to  his  own  conscience,  or  otherwise  to 
lose  his  liberty,  his  lands  and  rents,  and  all  that  he.  had;  for 
thir  charges  bore  no  less  than  to  meddle  with  his  estate,  if  they 
mist  himself,  because  the  estates  thought  he  was  not  able  to 
stand  out  against  their  power,  and  that  he  would  be  forced  to 
flee  and  leave  the  samen ;  whilk  being  considered  by  the  mar- 
quis, contrary  to  their  expectation,  he  uses  a  mean  for  his  own 
E reservation,  as  after  ye  shall  hear,  and  would  not  suffer  the 
>rd  Gordon  to  lift  a  man  within  his  ground. 
Upon  Friday  the  I9th  of  January,  a  committee  was  holden  in 
Aberdeen,  by  the  lord  Gordon  and  some  barons  (but  Marischall 
was  not  there),  for  lifting  of  money  to  raise  soldiers.  There 
was  an  ordinance  made  that  none  of  the  committee  should  remove 
out  of  Aberdeen,  while  matters  were  settled,  and  so  they  sat 
still  whOe  the  1st  of  March. 

Ye  heard  before  how  his  majesty  was  lying  all  winter  at  Ox- 
ford. It  is  said,  upon  the  20th  day  of  January  he  indicted  a 
parliament.  Strange  I  to  see  the  king  to  have  a  parliament,  and 
the  country  to  have  another  parliament,  bothr  sitting  in  England ! 
Our  army  now.  being  in  Eii^land,  a  missive  letter  was  written 
frae  general  Lesly,  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  earl  of  Lindsay,  and 
remanent  of  the  committee  of  our  Scotch  army  encamped  at 
Morpeth,  twelve  miles  distant  from  Newcastle,  dated  the  25th 
of  January,  1614,  and  directed  to  sir  Thomas  Glenham,  now  go- 
▼emour  of  Newcastle,  in  the  place  of  the  deposed  traitor,  sir  John 
Morrall,  with  another  letter  written  from  them  to  the  gentry ; 
the  which  letters,  nor  copies  thereof,  I  did  not  see ;  but  the  copy 
of  the  answer  thereto  made,  comprehending  the  substance  of  tne 
said  letters,  written  frae  our  camp,  may  fully  inform  the  grounds 
of  their  unlawful  desires  and  unreasonable  demands.  The  copy 
of  the  governour  of  Newcastle's  letter,  and  gentry  under-sub- 
scribing, and  now  copied,  is  this : — 

''  Mj  Lends, 
**  I  hare  this  daj  received  jwn,  together  with  one  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
country ;  and  having  communicated  with  thero>  we  return  you  this  answer, 
that,  without  the  sight  of  that  letter,  we  could  not  have  been  induced,  by  any 
flying  ramour,  to  believe  that  the  Scottish  nation,  or  a  prevalent  party  for  the 
present  in  that  nation,  would  have  attempted  an  invasion  of  England,  so  con- 
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irary  to  the  law  of  God>  of  nations  of  both  kingdoms^  and  especially  to  the  late 
act  of  pacification;  so  opposite  to  your  allegiance  and  gratitude  to  his  nugeBtj, 
to  that  neighbourly  love  which  you  pretend,  to  that  discreet  care  which  yoa 
should  have  of  your  own  safety. 

"  We  could  not  have  imagined  that  they  who  through  his  majesty's  goodness 
enjoy  a  settlement  of  their  church  and  state  according  to  their  owa  deama, 
.should  needlessly  and  ungratefully  embroil  themselves  in  a  business  that  con- 
cerns them  not,  forfeit  their  rights  and  disoblige  his  authority,  and  hanrd  the 
loss  of  their  present  happiness.    No  order  of  any  committee  or  committees  what- 
soever of  men  or  angels  can  give  them  power  to  march  into  the  boweb  of  eao- 
ther  kingdom,  to  make  offensive  war  against  their  natural  sovereign,  upon  the 
empty  pretence  of  evil  counsellors  that  could  never  yet  be  named ;  and  for  the 
English  agents,  we  can  never  believe  them  to  be  any  commissioners  lawfully 
authorised  either  by  the  parliament,  nor  by  the  two  houses,  nor  by  the  house 
of  commons,  whence  so  many  members  are  expelled  by  partial  votes,  so  many 
banished  by  seditious  tumults>  so  many  voluntarily  absent,  or  absent  them* 
selves  out  of  conscience ;  when  desperation  or  the  want  of  opportunity  to  dep&xt, 
or  fear  of  certain  plundering,  are  the  chiefest  bands  which  hold  the  little  Tern- 
nant  together,  from  discovering  where  the  venerable  name  of  parliament  is 
made  a  state  to  countenance  pernicious  counsel,  and  also  of  a  ehne  committee 
for  subjects  to  make  foreign  confederacies  without  their  sovereign's  consent,  to 
invade  the  territories  of  their  undoubted  king.    To  go  about  by  force  to  diange 
the  religion  and  laws  established,  is  gross  treason  without  all  contradiction,  and 
in  this  case  it  argues  strongly  who  have  been  the  fomenters  and  contrivers  of  sll 
our  troubles ;  no  covenant  whatsomever,  or  with  whomsoever,  can  justify  these 
proceedings,  or  oblige  a  subject  to  run  such  disloyal  courses.    If  any  man  out 
of  ignorance,  fear,  or  incredulity,  hath  entered  into  such  a  covenant,  it  binds  him 
not,  except  it  be  to  repentance,  neither  is  there  any  necessity,  as  is  pretended, 
of  your  present  posture.   Yourselves  cannot  alledge  that  you  are  anywise  provok- 
ed by  us,  nor  are  we  conscious  to  ourselves  of  the  least  intention  to  molest  yoo. 
The  ends  which  you  propose  are  plausible  indeed  to  them  that  do  not  under- 
stand them ;  the  blackest  designs  did  never  want  the  same  pretences.    If  by  the 
protestant  religion  you  intend  our  articles,  which  are  the  public  confesnon  of 
our  church,  and  Book  of  Common  Prayer  established  by  act  of  parliament,  you 
need  not  trouble  yourselves,  we  be  ready  to  defend  them  with  our  blood.    If  it 
be  otherwise,  it  is  plain  to  all  the  world  that  it  is  not  the  preservation  but  the 
innovation  of  religion  which  you  seek,  howsoever  stUed  by  you  reformation ;  and 
what  calling  have  you  to  reform  us  with  the  sword  ?    We  don't  remember  that 
ever  the  like  indignity  was  offered  by  one  nation  to  another,  the  less  to  the 
greater,  that  those  men  who  hitherto  have  pleaded  so  vehemently  for  liberty  of 
conscience  against  all  oaths  and  subscriptions,  should  now  assume  a  power  to 
themselves  by  arms  to  impose  a  law  upon  the  consciences  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects.   A  vanquished  nation  would  scarce  endure  such  terms  fVom  thdr  con- 
querors :  but  this  we  are  sure  of,  that  it  is  the  way  to  make  the  protestant  re- 
ligion odious  to  all  monarchs,  christians,  and  pagans.    Your  other  two  ends, 
that  is,  the  honour  and  happiness  of  the  king,  and  the  public  peace  and  liberty 
of  his  dominions,  are  so  manifestly  contrary  to  your  practice,  that  there  needs 
no  other  motive  to  withdraw  you  from  such  a  course,  as  tends  so  directly  to 
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nftke  Idf  aujesly  oontemptiUe  at  home  tnd  abrrMul,  and  fill  bia  dominioaa 
with  n^ine,  Uood,  and  murder.  In  any  army  all  have  not  the  tame  in- 
tentkma ;  we  have  aeen  die  artidei  agreed  upon,  and  vaat  saros  and  condi- 
tiona  contained  in  them^  aa  if  your  countrymen  thought  indeed  that  England 
waa  a  wdl  that  never  could  be  drawn  dry,  and  ther^ore  you  decline  all  dis- 
putation  about  it  It  ia  an  eaay  thing  to  pretend  the  cause  of  God,  at  the 
Jews  did  die  temple  of  the  Lord ;  but  this  is  fiur  fVrnn  the  evident  deroonstra- 
liMisye  often  ofibr,  but  never  make.  Consider,  that  there  must  be  an  account 
given  to  the  Lord  of -all  that  blood  that  shall  be  shed  in  this  quarrel.  The  way 
to  prevent  it  is  not  by  such  innovations,  but  to  return  before  the  sword  be  un« 
abeadied,  and  the  breach  be  made  too  wide.  You  cannot  think  that  we  are 
grown  so  fyMs  creatures  as  to  desert  our  religion,  our  laws,  our  estates,  upon 
ihe'command  of  IbrsSgnera,  and  to  suffiur  ourselves  and  onr  posterity  to  be  made 
beggsra  and  shwts  without  any  opposition.  If  any  of  us  should  join  with  you 
in  this  action^  we  cannot  look  upon  them  otherwise  than  as  traitors  to  their 
ldng»  vipers  to  their  country,  and  such  as  have  been  plotters  and  promoters  of 
this  design  ftom  the  beginning.  But  if  information  or  fear  has  d^awn  any  of 
youra  ignorantly  or  unwillingly  into  this  course,  we  desire  them  to  withdraw 
thsmaelves  at  last,  and  not  make  themselves  accessary  to  that  deluge  of  mis« 
chief  which  that  second  voyage  is  like  to  bring  upon  both  kingdoms* 
*f  Your  servants, 

fSic  Sub. J    "  JACOB  MUNDA Y.  '^  FRANCIS  CARNEGIE. 

"  ROBERT  BOSWELL.        "  FRANCIS  ANDERSON, 
"  EDWARD  POLEN.  «  THOMAS  GLENHAM. 

"  FRANCIS  KER.  "  EDWARD  GRAY. 

"  RALPH  MILLOT.  «  GEORGE  MUSHANS. 

"  ROBERT  CLAVERING.  "  THOMAS  TWIDALB. 
*'  RICHARD  TEMPEST.      "  ALEX.  WIDDERMILL." 
"  CHARLES  BRADLING. 

There  was  also  at  the  end  of  this  letter  a  poetscript,  saying, 
''  My  lords,  we  have  sent  you  here  indoeed  his  mi^esty's  dedantion." 

Bat  the  copy  had  no  date.  Now,  I  refer  the  consideratk^n  of 
this  answer  to  all  godly  and  loyal  subjects,  whether  our  army 
had  sonnd  reason  to  go  on  in  so  drolorable  a  course,  upon  the 
pretended  reasons  which  are  chiefly  pointed  at  in  the  letter : 
1st,  For  the  religion.  2d,  For  the  honour  and  happiness  of  the 
king.  Sd,  For  the  publick  peace  and  liberie  of  his  dominions ; 
which  three  reasons  are  punctually  and  pithily  answered  unto,  as 
their  letter  bears^  and  subscribed  by  the  hand  of  sir  Thomas 
GIenham»  governour  of  Newcastle,  and  fourteen  others  of  the 
gentry,  as  you  see  before ;  but  oh,  for  pity  !  our  army  would  not 
hear  this  wise  counsel,  but  go  forward  in  their  rebellion. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  30th  of  January,  the  magistrates  of  Aber- 
deen pressed  and  violently  took  upon  the  night,  about  twenty- 
eight  persons  of  the  crafts,  apprentices  and  servants,  to  make  up 
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their  number  of  •ne  hundred  and  twenty  soldiflfty  mill  a  captain 
and  officers. 

About  this  time  there  came  to  Aberdeen  a  oopy  of  a  letter  from 
certain  English  peers,  imtten  to  our  Scots  .army,  ivhilk  oopied 

is  thus: — 

*'  Our  very  good  Lords, 
"  If  for  no  other  r^uon,  yet  that  posterity  may  know  we  hste  done  our 
duties,  and  not  sit  still  while  our  brethren  of  SootUmd  were  tnasported  willi  a 
dangerous  and  fatal  understanding,  that  the  reeolntien  now  taken  amongit  jea 
for  an  expedition  into  £ngland,  is  sgraeahle  to  your  obUgalion  by  the  late  ttaatj, 
and  to  the  wishes  and  desires  of  this  kingdom,  expressed  by  the  two  houses  ef 
parliament,  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  let  your  lordships  know,  thst  if  we 
had  dissented  from  that  act  it  would  never  have  been  made  a  law ;  aadwlMa 
you  have  considered  and  examined  the  names  of  us  who  hare  sobscribed  Ais 
letter,  who,  as  we  hope,  are  too  well  known  to  your  lordships,  snd  to  both  king* 
doms,  to  be  suspected  to  want  affection  to  religion,  or  to  the  laws  of  the  coontry, 
or  liberties  of  the  subject;  snd  when  you  are  informed,  that  the  earb  of 
Arundel  and  Thanet,  the  lords  Stanhope,  Btaflford,  and  CoYentTy,  Goring  and 
Craven,  are  in  the  parU  beyond  the  seas,  snd  the  esrls  of  Chesterfield,  West- 
moreland, and  the  lords  Montague  and  Broughton,  under  restraint  at  London, 
for  their  loyalty  and  duty  to  their  sovereign  and  the  kingdom,  yonr  knddiipB 
will  easily  conclude  how  very  few  now  make  up  the  peers  of  Westminster, 
there  being  in  truth  not  above  twenty-five  lords  present,  or  privy  to  these  eoon* 
sellers,  or  being  absent,  concurring  or  consenting  with  them;  whereas  the 
house  of  peers  oonsisteth  of  an  hundred,  besides  minors  and  reenasnt  kmls, 
neither  of  which  keep  us  company  in  this  address  to  your  lordships.  How  we 
and  the  migor  part  of  the  house  of  commons  come  to  be  absent  from  thene^ 
it  18  so  notorious  to  all  the  world,  that  we  believe  your  lordships  cannot  be 
strangers  to  it,  how  several  times  during  our  sitting  there,  multitudes  of  the 
meanest  sort  of  people,  with  weapons  not  sgreeing  to  their  condition  or  custom, 
in  a  manner  very  contrary  and  destructive  to  the  privilege  of  parliament,  filled 
up  the  way  betwixt  both  houses,  offering  injury  both  by  words  snd  actions, 
laying  violent  hands  on  several  members,  and  crying  out  many  hours  together 
in  a  most  tumultuous  and  menacing  way ;  how  no  remedy  would  be  submitted 
to  for  preventing  those  tumults ;  after  which,  and  other  nnlawftal  snd  impart 
liamentary  actions,  many  things  received  and  settled  (upon  solemn  debate  of 
the  house  of  peers),  were  again,  after  many  threats  and  mensoes,  reAued  and 
determined,  contrary  to  the  law  of  parliament,  and  so  many  of  us  withdrew 
ourselves  from  thence,  where  we  could  not  sit,  speak,  and  vote  with  honour, 
freedom,  and  safety,  and  are  now  put  from  thence  for  our  duty  and  loyalty  to 
his  mijesty;  and  must  therefore  protest  against  any  invitation  which  hath  been 
made  to  our  brethren  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  to  enter  into  this  kingdom 
with  any  srmy,  the  same  being  as  much  against  the  desires  as  against  the  du« 
ties  of  the  lords  and  commons  in  England ;  and  we  do  conjure  yonr  lordships,  by 
our  common  sllegisnce  andsnlyection  under  our  gracious  sovereign,  by  the  ami- 
ty and  aflfeetion  betwixt  the  two  nations,  by  the  treaty  of  padficsUon  (which  by 
any  such  act  is  absolutely  abolished)  and  by  all  obligations  both  divine  and  hu« 
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wUdi  an  piiaeife  pciee  upon  earthy  to  me  your  utnidft  tndmfom  to 
prevent  the  effbdon  of  lo  much  diristitti  blood,  and  the  oonfiiBioii  and  dciobtioii 
ivhich  mtiit  follow  die  ni^uat  iiifaaioii  of  this  kingdom ;  which  we  are  confident 
all  true  Bngjiahmen  may  imetpfet  as  a  demga  of  conqaest,  and  to  impose  upon 
OS  new  laws ;  and  therefore  yoor  lordships  may  be  assared,  we  ahall  not  so  for* 
get  our  old  interest  and  honoor  of  oar  naticm,  as  not  to  expose  oar  Utcs  and  for* 
tones  in  the  jnst  end  neoesmry  defence  of  the  kingdom  ;  bat  if  yoor  lordships, 
in  truth,  hsveany  doubts  or  apprehensbns  that  there  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be 
a  purpose  to  infHnge  your  laws  or  liberties,  by  any  attempt  of  this  kingdom,  we 
do  engsge  oar  honoun  to  your  lordships,  to  be  oarselres  most  rdigioos  ob- 
servers  of  the  act  of  pacification ;  and  if  the  breach  and  violation  do  not  first 
b^gin  within  that  kingdom,  we  are  confident  yon  shall  never  have  cause  to  com- 
phdn  of  ns;  and  having  thus  far  expressed  ourselves  unto  your  lordships,  we 
hope  to  receive  such  an  answer  ftom  you  as  msy  be  a  mean  to  preserve  a  right 
understanding  betwixt  the  two  nations,  and  lay  an  obligation  upon  us  to  4 
tinue  your  lordships'  alftctionate  humble  servants. 


rEt  nb.J       "  Lord  MOHUN. 
"  Lord  RICH. 
"  Lord  COBHAM. 
'<  Lord  RIVERS. 
"  Lord  SAVIL. 
"  Lord  DUN8M0RE. 
'*  Lord  DERNETT. 
"  Lord  DARLEY. 
"  Lord  COGNIER8. 
"  Lord  HERBERT. 
"  Lord  WENTWORTH. 
«  Lord  PAULLET. 
"  Lord  PAGET. 
•  "  Lord  PERCY. 
'*  Lord  CAPEL. 
''  Lord  CARBELLIE. 
"  Lord  HOPETOUN. 
"  Lord  WIDDRINGTON. 
'<  Lord  LEIGH. 
''  Lord  KEEPER. 
<'  Lord  TREASURER. 
«  Duke  of  RICHMOND. 
''  Marquis  of  HARTFORD. 
"  Earl  LINDSAY. 
"Earl  SOUTHAMPTON. 


Earl  HUNTINGTON. 
Earl  NORTHAMPTON. 
Earl  DORSET. 
Earl  WORCESTER. 
Earl  BATH. 
Earl  BERKSHIRE. 
Earl  BRISTOL. 
Earl  KINGSTON. 
Earl  CLEVELAND. 
Earl  PETERBURROW. 
Earl  PORTLAND. 
Earl  NEWPORT. 
Earl  MOUBRAY. 
Lord  HATTOUN. 
Lord  LOVELACE. 
Lord  WILMOT. 
Lord  BYRON. 
Lord  LANGBURROW. 
Lord  CROMWELL. 
Lord  MARLEBURROW. 
Visct..  FALCONBRIDGE. 
Lord  MALTRAVERS. 
Lord  HOWARD. 
Lord  SEYMORE. 
Lord  DIGBY." 


This  letter  bad  no  date,  but  it  appears  it  bad  been  sent  1^ 
thir  noblemen  to  our  committee  of  the  army,  before  the  sbedk 
ding  of  blood.  What  answer  was  sent  I  do  not  know ;  but  itiq[>- 
pears,  by  the  remaining  of  our  army  in  England  thereafter,  we 
were  not  to  follow  tbe>  good  and  godly  council  of  this  wilty  letter, 
but  follow  our  own  designs,  notwithstanding  of  the  king's  royal 


874  HISTORY  OF  THE  lAmo  1644. 

power  backed  with  thir  his  powerfiil  sabjects,  as  with  many 
others,  and  at  Newcastle  also. 

There  was  an  act  and  ordinance  of  the  conrention  of  estates  of 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland  for  the  speedy  raising  of  monies  by 
way  of  excise,  for  supplying  the  forces  raised  in  this  kingdom 
for  the  defence  of  religion,  crown  and  kingdoms,  and  payment 
of  the  debts  which  the  publick  &ith  shall  be  engaged  to  that  end, 
dated  at  Edinburgh,  the  last  of  January,  1644. 

On  every  pint  of  ale  and  small  beer  to  be  sold,  to  be  paid  by  the  brewer 
or  maker  thereof,  and  to  be  allowed  to  him  in  the  payment  of  the 
price,  or  which  any  house-keeper  breweth  for  his  own  spending,  to 
be  paid  by  every  such  house-keeper,  -  -  -  0    4 

Beer  or  ale  exported  for  provision  of  ships  is  to  pay  no  excise. 
On  foreign  imported  beer,  every  pint,        -  -  -  -  10 

On  every  pint  of  strong  beer,  to  be  payed  sicklike  by  the  brewer  or 

house^keeper,  --  -  ...  06 

On  every  pint  of  French  wine  already  imported,  or  to  be  imported,  to 
be  paid  by  the  first  buyer  thereof  (the  buyer  being  a  vintner),  after 
the  sale  of  the  samen,  providing  it  sell  before  Lammas  next,  or  by 
the  buyer  for  private  use,  -  -  -  -  -  1     4 

On  every  pint  of  Spanish  wine,  in  like  manner,  -  -  9    8 

On  every  pint  of  aquavite,  or  strong  waters,  sold  in  the  country,  8    8 

On  every  pound  of  tobacco,  -  -  -  -  -  0    6 

On  every  slaughtered  ox,  buU,  or  cow,  of  sixteen  pound  price,  or  above, 

to  be  paid  by  the  buyer  or  slayer,  -  -  -  80    0 

And  of  every  one  under  that  price,  -  •  -  •  13    4 

On  all  oxen,  bulls,  or  kine,  transported,  to  be  paid  by  the  transporter 

for  the  piece,  -.----  40 

On  all  sheep  slaughtered  or  transported,  at  or  above  forty  shillings  price, 

to  be  paid  by  the  transporter  or  slayer,  •  -  -  4    0 

And  under  that  price,  .....  80 

On  all  slaughtered  stirks  of  eight  pound  price,  or  above,  -  6    4 

On  every  such  stirk  beneath  that  price,  .  «  .  4    0 

On  all  calves  or  goats,  of  fbrty  shillings  price  per  piece,  or  above,  sold, 

or  for  private  use,  -  -  -  -  «  -40 

On  each  of  them  under  that  price,         ....  80 

On  all  swine,  -  -  -  -  -  •  .06 

On  aU  lambs  and  kids,  .....  80 

On  the  merchandixe  of  ilk  dl  of  silk  stuff,  from  five  merks  value  to  ten, 

to  be  paid  by  the  buyer,  -  •  -  .  .  6    4 

And  every  ell  thereof  above  ten  merks,  ->  -  -  10    0 

On  every  ell  of  plush  or  pan  velvet,  -  «  «  -        80    0 

On  every  ell  of  satin,  .....  13    4 

On  every  ounce  of  silk  or  gold  lace,  -  -  -  -        13    4 

On  every  ell  of  silver  or  gold  doth,  .  «  •  60    0 

On  every  beaver  hat,         .,.  •  .  •  -18    0 

On  every  pair  of  silk  stockings,  -  ...  134 
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On  every  ell  of  broad  doth,  not  exceeding  seven  poand,  retailed^  6    0 

On  every  ell  of  cloth  exceeding  that  price,  -  •  -  12    0 

On  ilk  dl  of  narrow  cloth,  serges,  and  other  worset  or  hair  stuffs  im- 
ported, at  or  above  forty  shillings  the  ell,  -  -  •    '  2    0 
On  the  ell  of  baize  or  freezes  at  or  above  thirty  shillings  the  ell>  10 
On  all  cambrick,  lawn,  or  Holland  doth^  for  the  value  of  every  twenty 
shillings,           -           -           -           -           -           --  10 

On  every  dl  of  imported  pearling,  made  of  thread  or  silk,  betwixt  three 
and  six  pound,         -  -  -  -  .-        .  -  18    0 

On  the  ells  betwixt  six  and  twelve  pound,  and  so  forth  proportionally,    24    0 
On  coal  transported  on  ScoU  or  English  bottoms,  to  the  value  of  twdve 
poimda,  -  -  --  •  -  -  60 

On  all  coal  of  the  samen  value,  exported  in  foreign  bottoms,  •        12    0 

On  every  twelve  pound  value  of  made  work,  brought  home,  of  what- 
aomever  kind,  -  ,-  -  -  -  -  13    4 

All  manner  of  made  work  within  the  kmgdom  to  be  free  of  exdae. 

There  was  some  oppoeition  made  by  some  town's  people  of 
Edinburgh  against  this  ungodly,  unlawful,  and  unusual  act  of 
excise ;  but  all  for  nought :  the  estates  carried  it.  It  was  also 
enacted,  that  this  excise  should  begin  the  lOth  of  February  next 
to  come,  and  to  endure  so  long  as  the  necessity  of  the  army 
should  require,  and  at  the  farthest  but  for  an  year ;  and  if  the 
parliament  at  their  next  meeting  shall  in  place  hereof  find  out 
and  appoint  a  better  and  more  expedite  way,  to  provide  money 
for  supplying  the  armies,  and  paying  the  provision  made  to  them 
in  the  interim,  then  this  way  of  excise  is  to  cease.  And  it  is 
hereby  declared,  that  the  remainder  of  the  brotherly  assistance, 
the  arrears  due  to  the  army  in  Ireland,  and  what  shall  be  due 
for  maintenance  of  this  army,  and  all  other  sums  addebted  to 
the  kingdom  of  England,  being  paid,  and  therewith  all  publick 
debts  and  burdens  of  this  kingdom,  with  what  shall  be  due  to 
the  armies  being  defrayed,  the  remainder  thereof,  over  and 
above  this  defrayment,  shall  be  employed  for  repayment  of  the 
excise  in  manner  following,  viz.  Whatever  shall  be  the  propor- 
tion of  the  excise  gotten  within  the  town  of  Edinburgh  ana  li* 
berties  thereof,  the  equal  half  thereof  shall  be  paid  to  the  magis* 
trates  and  town  council  for  the  behoof  of  the  town ;  and  every 
burrow  shall  have  repetition  of  the  two  part  of  the  proportion  of 
excise  furnished  by  them ;  and  the  remainder,  not  allowed  to  the 
burrows  in  manner  foresaid,  shall  be  given  proportionably  for 
the  publick  use  of  the  several  shires,  according  to  the  quantity 
of  excise  paid  by  them. 

Thir  acts,  with  the  excise,  I  copied  truly  from  the  print  that 
was  sent  here  to  Aberdeen.  The  goodly  device  whereof,  laid 
out  for  an  ease  to  the  people  both  of  burrow  and  land,  I  refer  to 
the  judicious  reader,  seennng  rather  to  delude  and  scorn  the 
country,  than  to  do  them  any  good.     Thus  is  this  miserable 
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coantry  ontbarthened  with  grievous  taxations,  foUowiDg  the 
footsteps  of  Holland  in  their  excises,  whilk  this  land  was  un- 
able to  bear,  nor  durst  the  country  people  complain,  neither  knew 
they  to  whom  they  should  complain  for  redress,  because  their 
king  was  in  no  better  case  than  openly  rebelled  against,  whose 
authority  should  have  wisely  ruled  all ;  and  surely  the  people 
murmured  mightily  against  thir  orders. 

Upon  the  back  of  this  excise,  followed  an  act  of  the  conven* 
tion  of  estates,  made  at  Edinburgh  the  1st  of  February,  1644, 
for  putting  the  kingdom  in  a  posture  of  defence,  for  strengthen- 
ing the  army,  and  providing  arms  and  ammunition  to  the  king- 
'  dom. 

That  colonels  and  committees  of  war  be  appointed  in  each 
shire  to  muster  all  the  fencible  persons  within  the  shire  npon 
one  day ;  that  a  list  be  taken  up  of  the  fencible  persons  armed 
and  unarmed,  and  how  many  and  what  sort  of  arms  are  want- 
ing, and  to  be  provided  for  every  shire* 

The  musters  of  these  besouth  Dee  to  be  betwixt  and  the  last 
of  February  next,  and  the  report  thereof  to  the  committee'  of 
estates  betwixt  and  the  Idth  day  of  March  thereafter;  and  the 
musters  benorth  Dee,  to  be  betwixt  and  the  10th  of  March,  and 
the  report  to  the  committee  betwixt  and  the  last  of  the  said 
Qionth ;  that  burrows  make  their  musters  and  reports  accordingly. 

That  there  shall  be  as  many  arms  furnished  as  is  sent  forth 
with  the  army ;  that  the  colonels  and  committees  send  some  per* 
sons  to  the  committee  of  estates,  with  money  or  surety  for  pro- 
viding as  many  muskets,  swords,  pikes,  and  pistols,  as  is  sent 
forth  in  this  present  expedition,  together  with  three  pound 
weight  of  powder,  three  pound  weight  of  ball,  and  six  pound 
weight  of  match,  for  every  musket,  or  else  give  assurance  at 
the  said  day  of  report  that  they  shall  provide  the  samen  them- 
selves betwixt  and  a  competent  day  to  be  assigned  by  the  com- 
mittee of  estates.  That  there  be  a  sufficient  number  of  trained 
men,  who  can  exercise  their  arms  in  each  shire  or  burrow  for 
the  ends  foresaid. 

The  colonels,  committees,  and  magistrates  of  burrows,  are 
ordained  to  reduce  their  haill  fencible  men  within  their  bounds 
into  regiments,  foot  companies,  and  horse  troops,  for  putting 
the  kingdoms  in  a  posture  of  defence ;  and  that  sic  as  are  ap- 
pointed to  come  out  in  the  present  expedition,  be  drilled  up  in 
nandling  of  their  arms,  ilk  regiment  once  in  the  month,  ilk 
troop  and  company  once  in  the  week,  at  the  places  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  colonels,  and  committees,  and  magistrates 
of  burrows ;  and  that  every  shire  and  burrow  shall  entertain 
an  able  and  expert  soldier,  who  shall  have  the  care  and  inspec- 
tion of  exercising  the  regiments  and  companies  of  that  shire  or 
burrow,  and  that  they  tiSce  course  for  inferior  officers  to  exercise 
the  men. 
nk  captain  to  be  provided  with  colours,  drums,  rick-mastersy 
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with  trooipets  and  cornels,  who  are  to  be  in  readineis,  upon  or- 
ders from  the  committee  of  eatatee,  to  bring  fordi  aach  number 
and  proportion  of  their  regimente,  with  sufficient  furniture, 
arms,  and  provisions,  as  they  shall  be  required. 

And  whereas  the  army  is  now  marched  into  England,  it  is 
ordained  that  these  in  the  northern  parts,  who  have  not  gone 
forth  in  this  present  expedition,  shall  be  presently  put  forth,  on 
horse  and  loot,  provided  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  baggage, 
and  all  sorts  of  furniture,  as  follows,  viz. :  Out  of  Banffisbire,  and 
that  part  of  the  sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen  that  is  not  under  the 
earl  Marischairs  command,  one  thousand  six  hundred  foot,  and 
two  hundred  and  forty  horse,  whereof  the  lord  Gordon  is  colo- 
nel ;  together  also  with  an  huudred  and  twenty  horse  out  of  the 
sheriffdoms  of  Elgin,  Nairn,  and  that  part  of  Inverness  on  this 
side  of  the  Ness;  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  horse  out  of  the 
earl  of  Seaf<nrth's  division  of  Inverness ;  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  of  the  earl  of  Sutherland's  part  in  Inverness  and  Caith- 
nessy  which  are  also  under  the  command  of  the  said  lord  Gror- 
doa ;  ond  out  of  that  part  of  the  sheriffdom  of  Aberdeen  in  the 
earl  Marischairs  division,  the  proportion  of  men  laid  upon  the 
samen  to  come  out  under  the  said  earl,  their  colonel ;  and  out  of 
the  said  sheriflRdoms  of  Elgin,  Nairn,  and  part  of  Inverness  on 
thia  side  of  the  Ness,  one  thousand  five  hundred  foot,  under  the 
command  of  the  earl  of  Murray,  their  colonel ;  out  of  the  earl- 
dom of  lord  Seaforth  and  lord  Lovat's  division  of  Inverness,  one 
thousand  foot,  under  the  command  of  Thomas  M^Kenrie  of 
Pittscardine,  iheir  colonel ;  out  of  the  earl  of  Sutherland's  part 
of  Inverness  and  Caithness,  one  thousand  six  hundred  foot,  un- 
der the  command  of  the  earl  of  Sutherland,  their  colonel ;  and 
out  of  the  sheriffdom  of  Orkney,  one  thousand  foot,  under  the 
command  of  *  ' 

The  committee  of  war  and  colonels,  with  all  speed  to  bring 
fmrth  the  numbers  of  men,  horse  and  foot,  armed  and  furnished 
with  bag  and  baggage,  and  all  provision  necessary,  and  to  have 
their  rendezvous  at  Berwick,  upon  the  10th  of  March,  where 
they  shall  have  further  directions  from  the  lord  general,  &c. 

It  is  ordained,  that  the  number  formerly  appointed  to  come 
out  of  the  shires,  burrows,  and  divisions  thereof,  in  this  present 
expedition,  shall  now  be  brought  out  of  the  samen,  sufficiently 
provided,  horse  and  foot,  with  baggage  horses,  ammunition 
horses,  and  all  other  furniture,  and  to  1^  in  readiness  to  march 
upon  four  days  warning,  and  to  be  levied  and  transported  upon 
the  tax  and  loan  within  each  shire,  if  the  samen  be  not  exhausted 
upon  the  former  levies,  and  where  there  is  none  of  the  loan,  that 
they  be  levied  and  transported  as  the  committee  of  estates  shall 
direct,  to  be  an  auxiliary  supply  to  the  army. 

Item,  orders  anent  the  choosing  of  colonels  and  officers,  and 
committees  to  have  power  to  choose  sub-committees  in  the  seve- 
ral presbyteries,  and  to  punish  all  transgressors  of  their  orders, 

8  c 
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and  to  fine  those  who  have  not  or  •haU  not  tbeveafter  pat  oat 
their  footmen,  in  an  hundred  pound,  and  their  hprseineQ,  bag- 
gage horse,  and  ammunition  horses,  in  four  hundred  merks^  and 
to  direct  their  preeepts  to  messengers-at^arm9»  to  poind  and  dis- 
trinzie  for  the  samen. 

Thir  articles,  with  diverse  other  orders,  were  contained  in 
this  act ;  but  I  omitted  sundry,  and  set  down  such  as  is  aI^oyo- 
written,  as  most  fitting  to  be  copied.  This  piece  was  also  sub- 
scribed by  Archibald  Pxrnirose,  their  clerk. 

Follows  a  third  act  of  the  convention  of  estates  of  Sootlandf 
for  raising  of  monies  for  a  present  supply  to  the  armies  sent  into 
England  and  Ireland,  made  at  Edinburgh  the  2d  of  February, 
1644,  copied  frae  the  print,  under  the  subscription  of  the  said 
Archibald  Prymrose,  their  clerk. 

It  is  ordained,  that  all  persons  having  money  within  this  Idxig- 
dora,  or  by  their  credit  and  surety,  can  best  and  soonest  nuse 
money,  to  lend  the  samen  to  the  estates,  or  their  committees, 
for  the  relief  of  the  army  sent  into  Eng^d,  and  of  the  Soots 
army  in  Ireland,  who  shall  have  assurance  of  repayment  from 
the  publick,  out  of  the  monies  due  to  them  by  the  kiiigdom  of 
England  to  the  army,  according  to  the  proportion  to  be  advanced 
to  either  of  them  pespeotively,  or  that  shall  be  jraised  upon  this 
excise,  which  the  colleotorand  his  depute  shall  be  bound  to  pay 
to  them  out  of  the  first  of  his  intromissions  thereof,  or  by  any 
other  manner  of  security,  private  or  publick,  they  shall  de^e ; 
and  in  case  any  shall  desire  private  security,  it  is  hereby  ordain* 
ed,  that  the  persons  whom  the  lenders  shall  desu'e  to  be  bound 
to  them,  shall  either  oblige  thraoselves  to  the  lenders,  or  furnish 
the  money  themselves ;  and  in  either  case  shall  have  publick  se- 
curity foresaid  for  their  relief;  and  the  parties  thus  obliged  to 
the  lenders  in  a  private  security,  shall  have  such  others  that  have 
any  estate  in  town  or  shire,  where  the  money  is  to  be  borrowed, 
joined  with  them,  as  they  shall  desire ;  and  for  the  better  prose- 
cuting hereof,  the  estates  gives  power  to  their  committee,  in  such 
exigency,  and  upon  warrandice  of  repayment  foresud,  to  call  be- 
fore them  all  such  persons  as  are  known  to  be  able,  by  them- 
selves or  their  credit,  to  lend  or  raise  money ;  and  to  require 
and  ordain  them  to  lend  and  give  such  security  as  will  presently 
raise  the  sums  of  money  the  committee  shall  require  frae  them, 
upon  the  assurance  above-written ;  and  if  any  shall  refuse,  with 
power  to  the  committee  to  take  such  course  with  them  as  in  a 
time  of  so  pressing  necessity  they  shall  think  fitting,  to  make 
them  advance  monies,  as  said  is.  But  if  any  will  be  pleased, 
upon  this  security,  willingly  to  offer  money,  it  shall  be  esteemed 
and  embraced  as  a  real  testiniony  of  their  affection  to  religion, 
and  the  cause  in  hand ;  and  further,  the  estates  gives  hereby 
power  and  command  to  the  committee  of  war  in  the  shires,  to 
take  such  course  within  their  several  bounds  for  procuring  of  mo- 
ney in  manner  foresaid,  as  above-written,  or  from  time  to  time 
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shall  be  directed  from  the  eomaiiltee  of  eetetee  to  them^  >uid  to 
report.     See  subac.  Arch.  PrjruiTose. 

ThiB  was  the  Bubatanee  of  thir  three  aeveral  acta,  one  for  ez«' 
eise,  another  for  men  and  arma,  and  a  third  for  levying  monies. 

Followed  after  this  a  band  devised  by  the  eatates,  commonly 
called  the  BKnd  Band,  whioh  every  wealthy  honest  man  within 
Edinburgh,  or  coming  to  Edinbmgh,  were  urged  to  subscribe^ 
and  ordained  by  the  estates  to  be  sabscribed  through  all  Soot- 
land,  whereby  ilk  man  was  con^Mlled  to  subscribe  the  samen, 
obliging  him  to  contribute  to  the  good  cause  such  a  certain  sum 
of  money  equivalent  to  his  estate,  and  to  the  contentment  of 
these  persons,  the  presenters  of  this  blind  band,  and  no  other- - 
wise,  at  such  days  and  places  as  was  therein  contained. 

Thus  is  this  poor  country  daily  more  and  more  opprest  with 
tyrannical  orders,  set  down  by  the  estates  without  warrant  of  the 
king. 

Ye  have  heard  bef<»e  how  Mr.  William  Douglas,  minister  at 
Forgue,  was  chosen  professor  in  that  learned  reverend  man's 
place,  Dr.  Forbes  of  Corse ;  and  because  he  had  mortified  his  house 
m  the  chaplainry  to  his  successor,  without  reservation  of  his  own 
lifi^rent,  he  causes  remove  his  plenishing  and  books,  whereof 
he  sold  part,  delivered  the  keys,  and  came  upon  the  1st  of  Feb- 
ruary to  John  Forbes  his  cousin's  house,  where  he  remained ; 
syne  went  over  to  Torrie,  where  he  stayed  while  a  ship  should 
be  clear,  and  about  the  4th  of  April  to  the  sea  goes  he  for  Hoi* 
land,  there  to  remain  in  thir  dolorous  days.  Surely  this  was  an 
excellent  rdigious  man,  who  feared  God,  charitable  to  the  pooTi 
and  a  singular  schcdar,  yet  was  pat  frae  his  calling,  country, 
friends,  and  all,  for  not  subscribing  the  covenant,  to  the  grudge 
and  grief  of  the  best. 

The  earl  MarischaU,  for  Us  own  reasons,  rides  south  to  the 
estates  or  committee  of  estates,  and  miskent  all  our  committees 
of  war,  and  valuation  holden  here  in  Aberdeen  by  the  lord  Gror* 
don  and  other  barons,  where  he  stayed  while  the  2d  of  March, 
that  he  came  to  Aberdeen. 

Upon  Friday  the  3d  of  Februarv,  Thomas  Nicolson,  buigessof 
Aberdeen,  having  letters  of  caption  against  some  of  the  Imrd  of 
Cluny's  tenants,  for  his  own  debts,  sent  out  David  Kemp,  mes- 
senger, with  a  file  of  musketeers,  eighteen  in  number,  with 
William  Soot,  their  captain,  then  lying  in  Aberdeen,  to  be  sent 
to  the  army  of  the  townsmen.  The  messenger  went  forward, 
accompanied  as  said  is,  and  took  a  tenant  called  John  Brown. 
He  is  rescued  by  some  of  the  laird's  servants,  but  unhappily  is 
shot  throng^  the  thigh  in  his  rescue,  of  the  whilk  he  instantly 
died.  The  laird  being  then  in  Cluny,  hearing  of  this  slaughter, 
comes  in  upon  the  mom,  being  Saturday,  to  Aberdeen,  and 
takes  three  of  the  soldiers,  who  had  been  at  the  deed  doing,  and 
btings  them  over  to  his  own  house  in  the  Oldtowu,  and  keeps 
them  while  Wednesday,  syne  rode  and  delivered  thhr  three  men 

3  c  2 
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to  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  sheriff-depute  of  Aberdeen.     The  lord  GSor- 
don  went  first  to  the  town,  Cluny  rode  in  the  back  of  the  towa 
with  about  twenty-four  horse,  came  in  at  the  Justice  Port,  and 
met  the  lord  Gordon  at  the  tolbooth,  went  up  to  the  tidbooCh, 
delivered  the  men,  and  took  instrument  thereupon ;  and  at  his 
incoming  and  outgoing  the  Newtown  soldiers  were  standing  be- 
south  the  cross,  with  their  captain,  John  Strachan,  with  cocked 
guns,  in  good  order ;  and  if  the  lord  Gordon  had  not  been  there, 
it  might  have  fared  worse  with  Cluny,  because  the  town  took 
his  doings  in  evil  part,  and  caused  deprive  John  Forbes  and  his 
son,  James  Innes,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Gordon,  of  their  burger* 
ship,  because  they  convoyed  the  laird  of  Cluny  for  that  errand, 
hieing  provost  of  Old  Aberdeen,  which  the  gentlemen  counted 
little  for  their  burgership  or  freedom,  being  all  present  in  pre- 
sence of  the  council,  when  they  were  deprived  without  great  rea* 
son.     Thomas  Njcolson,  seeing  thir  men  warded,  rides  hastily 
to  Edinburgh,  and  returns  bfu;k  to  Aberdeen  upon  the  28d  of 
February,  with  warrant  to  put  the  men  to  liberty,  which  wtfs  so 
done ;  so  they  followed  the  rest  of  the  army  wiUiout  satisiaction 
or  punishing   the  deed  and  slaughter  conunitted.      However, 
Thomas  Nicolson  had  caused  summon  the  laird  of  Cluny  to  com* 
pear  before  the  convention  of  estates,  for  taking  of  thir  three 
men  in  the  king's  service ;  and  upon  Friday  the  10th  of  Feb* 
ruary  he  rode  south ;  but  how  soon  he  came  to  Edinburgh  he 
was  arraigned  by  a  baillie,  and  charged  to  ward  at  the  instance 
of  sir  Thomas  Nicolson,  advocate,  for  payment  of  two  thousmd 
inerks.     Cluny  produced  a  protection  with  a  suspension;  the 
baillie  lets  him  go ;  sir  Thomas  means  himself  to  the  ohanoellor^ 
and  declared  he  was  an  incendiary  and  main  informer  of  Uie 
nuirquiB  of  Huntly  to  stand  out ;  whereupon  he  is  warded  at  sir 
Thomas   Nicolson's    instance,    done  by  instigation  of  Thomas 
Nicolson  foresaid,  whereat  sundry  of  Cluny's  friends  took  of* 
fence,  and  he  remained  in  ward  for  all  he  could  do,  till  he  was 
relieved  by.  his  excellency  the  lord  marquis  of  Montrose. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  ingoing  of  our  army  into  England ; 
they  march  fairly  on  towards  Morpeth  under  general  Lesly,  his 
excellency,  with  a  well  ordered  army,  horse  and  foot  of  the  best 
sort  he  could  get  through  all  the  kingdom.  The  marquis  of 
Argyll  was  president  of  the  army ;  the  earl  of  Lindsay,  the  lord 
Balmerinocli,  with  diverse  other  brave  captains  and  eommanders, 
went  also  with  him;  he  had  many  field-pieces,  ball  and  nrmB 
in  abundance,  with  baggage  and  other  provision  necessary,  hav* 
ing  an  army  of  hprse  and  foot  of  twenty  thousand  men,  dra- 
goons, bag  and  baggage,  some  saying  less,  some  saying  more, 
and  went  into  Morpeth,  within  twelve  miles  of  Newcastle,  where 
there  was  a  letter  written  and  answered  of  the  25th  of  January, 
as  ye  have  heard  before.  The  town  of  Newcastle  burnt  up  the 
suburbs,  lest  the  enemy  should  take  advantage  thereof;  ^nd,  as 
was  reported,  our  army  had  gotten  the  worst  once  or  twice,  and 
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go  many  hurt  that  ehymrgions  were  sent  out  of  Edinbiirgh  to 
core  them,  by  and  attour  the  surgeons  of  the  camp. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  sheriSb  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff  had 
gotten  charges  from  the  estates  to  go  search,  seek,  take,  and  ap- 
prehend the  marquis  of  Hundy,  by  virtue  of  letters  of  caption, 
directed  out  in  the  king's  name  (sore  against,.his  will,  and  with* 
out  his  highness'  knowledge,  such  was  the  policy  of  this  time  of 
iniquity),  upon  letters  of  homing  used  and  execute  against  him,, 
as  a  traitor  to  his  country,  for  not  subscribing  this  last  cove- 
nant, and  adhering  to  the  estates,  which  the  marquis  thought 
was  both  against  his  conscience  and  his  master  the  king.  By 
virtue  of  tlus  forged  caption,  the  foresaid  sheriffs  were  charged 
to  take  him,  as  I  have  said.  Whereupon  the  sheriff  of  Banff, 
called  '  Abercrombie,  upon  the  6th  day  of  February,  lap  on 
with  some  few  horse,  came  to  the  Bog,  sent  in  his  depute,  Ro- 
bert  Wilson,  to  the  marquis,  to  shew  his  commission ;  but  the 
marquis  vilipended  the  samen,  and  commanded  him  and  the 
sherUF  both  to  be  gone,  for  he  was  not  to  be  tane.  The  sheriff 
rode  back  without  more  ado,  and  wrote  over  his  diligence  to  the 
estates*  Thus  you  may  see  how  this  noble  marquis  is  vexed 
daily  with  his  fellow-subjects,  without  authority  of  a  king,  and 
whilk  compelled  him  to  draw  to  an  head  for  defence  of  him- 
self and  his  kin,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter ;  and  in  the  meantime 
straitly  commanded  none  of  his  ground,  friends  nor  followers, 
men,  tenants,  and  servants,  that  they  should  not  answer  nor 
obey  men  or  arms,  taxations  or  loans,  sDler  excises,  or  any  other 
impositions  whatsomever. 

Upon  Friday  the  16th  of  February,  captain  Strachan  marched 
ont  of  Aberdeen  with  one  hundred  and  thirty  soldiers,  captains, 
and  commanders,  furnished  out  by  the  said  burrow,  upon  their 
own  charges  and  expences«  Ilk  soldier  was  furnished  with  twa 
sarks,  coat,  breeks,  hose,  and  bonnet,  bands  and  shoone,  a 
sword  and  musket,  pow^r  and  ball,  for  so  many ;  and  other 
some,  a  sword  and  pike,  according  to  or^er ;  and  ilk  soldier  to 
have  six  shilling  every  day  for  the  space  of  forty  days,  of  loan 
Mlver;  ilk  twelve  of  them  had  a  baggage-horse,  worth  fifty 
pottndi,  a  stoop,  a  pan,  a  pot  for  their  meat  and  drink,  together 
also  with  their  hire  or  levy  or  loan  money,  Uk  soldier  estimate  to 
ten  dollars,  in  furnishing  and  all  to  one  hundred  merks,  whilk 
stood  to  Aberdeen  for  their  expences,  by  and  attour  their  cap- 
tains' and  commanders'  furniture,  above  ten  thousand  pound 
Scots,  whilk,  with  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred  merks  of  tax- 
ation, was  no  small  burden  to  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen.  The 
three  warded  soldiers  followed  this  captain. 

The  poor  Oldtown  of  Aberdeen  was  forced  to  furnish  out 
twelve  soldiers  after  the  samen  manner,  under  the  lord  Gordon's 
division,  and  sent  under  captain  Knab,  with  a  company  of  about 
sixty  men,  to  the  army,  as  captain  Strachan  also  went  for  the 
town  of  Aberdeen.     Sore  was  the  poor  people  of  the  Oldtown 
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plucked  and  poinded  to  make  np  thir  twelve  soldiers*  charges, 
whereas  some  of  them  had  not  to  buy  a  loaf.  And  as  New  Aber- 
deen was  pressed  and^wrecked,  first  in  finding  the  men,  and  next 
their  maintenance,  so  the  landward  was  not  free  of  the  like  per- 
secution ;  for  Uk  heritor  was  compelled  to  furnish  out  a  man,  or 
two  or  three,  according  to  his  rent.  He  came  upon  the  tenant  of 
the  ground,  who  were  forced  for  his  relief  to  go  himself,  or  con- 
tribute with  his  master  for  furnishing  a  man,  because  the  master 
or  heritor  alledged  the  tenant  out  of  his  means  should  contribute 
with  him,  in  respect  the  master  was  liable  for  the  fifth  part  of  hia 
estate  to  the  taxation,  by  and  attour  furnishing  men.  Thus  is 
this  land,  rich  and  poor,  pitifully  plagued,  without  authority  of 
a  king !  See  before  how  Aberdeen's  men  are  pressed.  The  sol- 
diers of  both  Aberdeens  had  two  part  muskets,  and  third  part 
pikes.  Old  Aberdeen  was  stented  in  eight  hundred  merks,  for 
rigging  out  of  twelve  soldiers,  so  that  neither  herd  nor  hiremaa 
was  left  untaxed,  and  upon  the  24th  of  February,  captain  Knab 
marched  forward  to  the  army  with  his  company,  and  our  Old* 
town  men,  under  the  lord  Grordon's  diyision,  as  sud  is.  Then 
followed  the  rigging  out  of  horsemen;  ilk  horseman's  horse,  fur- 
niture, and  expences,  estimate  at  one  hundred  and  eighty  pound, 
and  there  was  two  hundred  and  forty  horse  laid  upon  the  shiree 
of  Aberdeen  and  Banff. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  21st  of  February,  the  drum  went 
through,  charging  all  heritors,  liferenters,  &c.  in  the  name  of 
William  earl  Marischall,  and  George  lord  Gordon,  and  the  rest 
of  the  committee  of  Aberdeen,  to  present  their  soldiers  under 
ilk  ane  of  their  divisions  in  the  lands,  there  to  be  received  by 
their  captains.  Sundry  came  in,  whereof  captain  Knab's  com- 
pany, with  the  twelve  Oldtown  soldiers,  heing  sixty  footmen, 
was  made  up  under  the  lord  Grordon's  division,  as  said  is. 

Upon  the  23d  of  February,  lieutenant  James  Fbrbes,  second 
son  to  — •—  Forbes  of  Campfield,  under  the  earl  Marischall's 
division,  had  orders  from  the  committee  of  Aberdeen  (Marischall 
being  absent  himself)  to  go  with  about  forty  musketeegrs  upon 
the  laird  of  Tibbertie's  lands,  Mr.  William  Seaton  of  Randi- 
stonn's  lands,  as  two  ontstanders,  and  not  subscribers  of  the  co- 
venant ;  and  upon  the  goodwife  of  Artrochie's  lands,  as  she  that 
is  an  excommunicate  papidt,  and  to  plunder  the  samen.  Bat  the 
young  laird  of  Gight,  the  young  laird  of  Haddo,  the  laird  of 
Shethin,  the  laird  of  Tibbertie  himself,  Ardlogie,  and  Nathaniel 
Gordon,  with  about  eighty  horse,  came  to  the  bounds  of  Tartie, 

Sertaining  to  Dr.  Dun  in  Aberdeen,  which  they  were  also  plmi- 
ering,  but  they  were  shamefully  dung  back,  their  arms  tane 
frae  them,  and  routed  pitifully,  except  the  captain,  who  was 
there,  called  Forbes,  and  his  brother  also,  the  lieutenant,  wh<ieer 
arms  they  took  not  And  so  thir  soldiers  returned  in  twos,  in 
threes,  and  fours,  and  not  in  a  body,  shamefully  back  again  to 
Aberdeen,  with  their  captains  and  ofHcers,  who  were  spared  and 
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«ot  diflfffmed*  Whereat  our  oommittee  of  Abetdoeiit  and  the 
earl  Marocliall,  when  he  heard  of  it,  was  highly  offiBndedf  and 
bred  eome  fear  to  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen. 

Ye  heard  before  anent  the  excise;  thesameu  was  proclaimed  at 
the  oroee  of  Aberdeen  upon  the  24th  of  February,  to  the  great 
grief  both  of  burrow  and  land. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen  begins  to  think  that  this  perturbatkn 
made  at  Tartie  was  upon  8om6  ground,  and  that  Uie  Gordona 
ahoold  grow  to  an  head ;  and  therefore,  upon  Thursday  the  last 
of  February,  began  to  watch  their  town,  close  their  ports,  and 
make  up  their  catbands  upon  all  adventures,  for  their  own  secu- 
rity ;  but  this  did  little  good,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter.  HoweTer, 
Aey  drill  daily  in  the  Imks,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
and  the  Covenanters  began  to  hide  their  goods. 

Upon  the  1st  of  Mardi,  the  earl  Marischall  returns  back  from 
Edinburgh  to  Aberdeen,  and  upon  the  mom,  being  Saturday, 
he  comes  over  to  the  Oldtown,  confers  with  the  lord  Gordon, 
who  convoys  the  earl  to  the  bridge  of  Don,  being  going  to  Inve- 
ragy ;  but  before  he  came  out  of  Aberdeen,  there  came  about  two 
bttudred  and  iGiity  soldiers  that  samen  night  he  came  to  Aberdeen, 
im  horse  ond  foot,  without  any  arms,  because  they  were  infon»- 
ed  that  the  Gordons  were  set  to  plunder  them  by  the  way.  The 
earl  directs  them  to  march  to  Dunotter  the  same  Saturday,  and 
their  arms  were  brought  about  frae  Bochan  by  sea.  Thur  sol- 
diers came  from  Buchan  out  of  the  earl's  own  grounds,  to  Aber«- 
deen. 

Upon  the  foresaid  1st  of  March,  provost  Leslyretumed  back 
frae  the  convention  of  estates  to  Aberdeen.  The  convention 
being  dissolved,  it  is  said  he  had  got  a  commission  for  lifting  of 
this  excise  for  his  own  profit,  and  for  payment  of  certain  sums 
pf  money  therefor. 

The  lord  Fraser  also,  being  under  fear,  caused  cast  hb  oals 
upon  unlaboured  ground,  thereafter  to  till  the  samen,  rather  than 
lo  have  them  in  bams  or  stacks,  for  fear  of  plundering.  He 
causes  translate  his  victual  of  the  barony  of  Stonjrwood  out  of  the 
gimels  of  Watertown  by  night  to  Muchalls.  He  sends  and  brings 
his  children  frae  the  schools  in  Aberdeen,  and  down  to  Cairn* 
bulg  goes  he  out  of  the  gate,  leaving  some  men  to  keep  the  place 
of  MuchaUs,  with  all  fumiBhing  necessary. 

How  soon  the  earl  Marischall  comes  to  Inverugy,  he  takes  his 
haill  insight,  plenishing,  goods  and  gear  forth  thereof,  and  sends 
ihem  about  by  sea  to  Dunotter,  and  he  sends  his  children,  with 
some  of  his  servants,  before  him  to  Aberdeen,  upon  the  15th  of 
March,  to  go  before  him  unto  that  place ;  and  himself,  with  his 
lady  and  a^ut  twenty-four  horse,  came  to  Aberdeen  upon  Wed* 
nesday  the  20th  of  March,  frt)m  Inverugy.  He  staid  all  night 
with  his  lady  in  skipper  Anderscm's  house,  heard  devotion  upon 
the  mora,  and  so  to  Dunotter,  leaving  any  more  taking  up  of 
taUUers  in  this  country,  <Hr  holding  of  committees  in  Aberdecni  at 
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this  time.    The  lord  <3l<irdbn  spake  with  him  in  the  town  before 
he  went,  and  he  returned  back  again  home  to  the  Oldtown. 

Upon  the  7th  of  March,  the  earl  of  Murray  rode  through  the 
Oldtown  home  to  Murray,  who  had  come  frae  the  south.  He 
staid  short  while,  but  returned  back  again,  and  left  direction 
and  orders  with  the  laird  of  Grant,  his  own  good-brother,  to 
raise  the  haill  men  under  two  divisions,  as  ye  have  before,  who 
conveened  at  Elffin,  as  was  said,  about  one  thousand  fbot  and 
horse.  Some  alledged  that  this  town  and  county  of  Elgin  was 
fearing  the  rising  of  the  Gordons. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  excise,  and  an  act  set  out  for  men  and 
arms,  and  another  act  for  raising  monies.  Thir  three  aets,  upon 
Sunday  the  10th  of  March,  after  sermon,  were  read  out  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Wildgoose,  reader,  at  Machar  kirk-door.  Likeas, 
Mr.  William  Strachan,  our  minister,  declared  a  fast  to  be  kept 
there,  and  at  all  other  parish  churches,  upon  Wednesday  there- 
after, the  13th  of  March,  whilk  was  solemnly  kept  in  both  Aber- 
deens,  fore  and  afternoon,  and  no  blessing  given  while  after  the 
afternoon's  sermon,  for  both  preachings.  The  cause  of  this 
first  was,  for  craving  pardon  for  our  sins,  and  a  happy  success 
to  our  army  gone  into  England ;  and  albeit  no  means  was  left 
unessayed,  both  Sunday  and  work-day,  for  lifting  and  raising 
of  men  and  monies ;  yet  betwixt  the  earl  of  Marischall,  the  loi^ 
Gordon,  and  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen,  there  was  but  five  com- 
panies for  the  shire  thereof  and  shire  of  Banff  at  this  time- 
There  was  a  committee  holden  at  Aberdeen  the  14th  of  March, 
where  order  was  given  out  to  raise  the  eighth  man  to  send  to  the 
army,  but  there  was  no  more  committees  holden  here  thereafter, 
upon  the  incoming  of  the  Gordons. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen  is  under  great  fear,  watch  day  and 
night,  and  the  ports  closed  at  ten  hours,  and  in  the  morning 
opened  at  six.  The  provost  Lesly  causes  masterfully  take  from 
John  Anderson,  skipper,  his  ship,  four  iron  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  set  them  upon  the  causey,  for  defence  of  their  town,  but 
they  were  not  long  kept  there :  for  he  got  back  his  ordnance  about 
the  25th  of  March,  and  it  was  thereafter  plundered  frae  him  by 
the  Gordons. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  19th  of  March,  the  young  laird  of  Drum, 
Robert  Irvine,  his  brother,  the  lairds  of  Haddo,  Gight,  Tibber- 
tie,  Shethin,  the  goodman  of  Ardlogie,  major  Nathaniel  Gordon, 
his  brother,  the  goodman  of  Iden,  with  some  others,  about  the 
number  of  sixty  horse,  about  seven  hours  in  the  morning,  came 
galloping  through  the  Oldtown  to  New  Aberdeen,  and  suddenly 
took  provost  Lesly,  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar,  and  Alexander  Jaflray, 
late  baillies,  and  John  Jafiray,  dean  of  guild,  his  brother,  out 
of  their  houses,  and  had  them  to  skipper  Anderson's  house.  It 
was  said  there  was  plundered  out  of  Alexander  Jaffiray's  house 
some  gold  rings  and  chains,  but  gat  little  money ;  they  mist  Mr. 
Alexander  Jaffray,   for  he  was  not  in  town.     They  plundered 
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|h«  Iftird  of  Pittodfie's  saddle  hmnae,  another  from  rickumster 
Marray,  gervitor  to  the  lord  Oordon,  and  four  other  horses* 
Thereafter  they  go  to  horse  shortly,  and  comes  back  throogh  the 
OMtown  about  ten  hours  in  the  momingii  -with  their  four  cap- 
tives, and  bat  sixty  to  their  blanket.  They  rode  down  through 
the  Gallowgate,  and  came  back  up  through  the  Gallowgate,  none 
daring  to  say  it  was  evil  done.  Surely  it  is  to  be  marked>  the 
like  seldom  has  been  seen,  that  so  few  men  so  pertly  and  pub- 
lickly  should  have  disgraced  such  a  brave  burrow,  by  taking 
away  their  provost  and  the  rest,  men  of  note,  without  any  kind 
of  contradiction  or  obstacle !  However,  they  are  brought  through 
the  Oldtown,  where  the  laird  of  Haddo  takes  his  young  bairns 
at  the  school  home,  behind  some  of  his  servants,  and  sent  them 
home  upon  the  morn,  except  his  eldest  son.  They  rode  through 
the  Lochwynd,  drink  in  Kintore,  and  lodges  all  night  at  Legats- 
den,  and  upon  the  morn,  being  Wednesday,  they  were  had  to 
Strathboggie.  In  the  meantime,  Mr.  William  Moir,  one  of  the 
present  baillies,  was  sent  away  to  the  committee  of  estates  at 
Edinburgh,  to  complain  upon  this  abuse,  and  crave  redress,  who 
-went  and  returned  back  to  Dunotter,  for  he  durst  not  come  to 
Aberdeen.  Mr.  Thomas  Mercer,  Walter  Cochran,  Alexander 
Burnet,  Mr.  Alexander  Jaffi-ay,  Thomas  Montgomery,  Thomas 
Mowat,  William  Blackbnrn,  and  his  eldest  son,  Leonard  Lesly, 
Alexander  Lesly,  son  to  provost  Lesly,  James  Collison,  and  £- 
verse  other  Covenanters,  about  forty-eight  persons  first  and  last, 
£ed  frae  the  town,  and  hid  their  goods  the  best  way  they  could ; 
some  went  to  Dunotter,  some  to  Stonehaven,  some  to  Montrose, 
some  to  Dundee,  here  and  there,  through  Meams  and  Angus. 
It  is  said  this  provost  Patrick  Lesly,  being  a  commissioner  for 
one  of  the  principal  burrows  of  Scotland,  was  an  evil  statesman 
for  the  commonweal ;  for  he  consented  (amongst  other  evils)  to 
the  excise  foresaid,  for  the  whilk  he  got  the  collection  thereof 
for  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to  the  estates,  greatly  tending  to 
his  own  particular  interest ;  but  that  he  should  not  be  seen  here- 
in, he  causes  draw  up  a  list  of  burgesses  within  the  town,  out  of 
the  whilk  one  man  should  take  up  this  excise,  where  Alexander 
Ramsay,  Walter  Cochran,  and  Adam  Gordon,  were  found 
meetest,  three  of  his  own  wyling  and  choice.;  and  out  of  this 
three  one  to  be  nominate  for  collecting  of  this  excise,  which  the 
provost  most  politiquely  would  not  take  upon  himself,  as  seeming 
to  have  no  interest  thereintil ;  but  sent  over  to  the  estates  the 
three  men's  names,  that  they  might  choose  out  one,  and  give 
him  orders  thereanent ;  but  he  was  well  enough  seen,  and  also 
interrupted  by  an  unlooked-for  stratagem,  as  ye  have  heard  be- 
ibre.  Now,  at  the  taking  of  our  townsmen,  the  lord  Grordon 
was  in  the  Oldtown,  caused  draw  out  his  horse  out  of  the  stables 
into  the  transe,  and  beheld  all. 

There  came  word  to  Aberdeen  of  a  bloody  fight  betwixt  the 
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Ung^B'meifatifeweaslleaiidoorartnyflyia^ilAnfe)  upmiABr  14dk 
•f  March,  where  oar  waen  had<the  woffse. 

It  is  ^id  the  earls  of  Crowiwd,  Montrose^  Nifchsdale,  Tra* 
qnair,  Kintioal,  the  visoonnt  of  Ab^n,  lord  OgUvie,  and  some 
others,  gave  in  a  remonstrailoe  to  both  houses  of  the  king's  par* 
liament  where  himself  was  silting,  at  Oxford,  whereof  the  tenor 
follows : 

'*  As  it  cannot  be  but  all  good  men  and  loyal  subjects  are  much  afflicted  with 
the  present  lamentable  and  distracted  state  of  all  his  majesty's  domimoDa^  so 
we  that  arehis  mig'esty's  suljects  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  haTe  great  rea- 
son aboye  all  others  to  be  grieved  thereat ;  for^  besides  the  common  resentment 
that  every  one  bom  under  his  majesty  ought  to  have  of  his  undeserved  suffer- 
ings, and  the  evils  wherewith  his  kingdoms  are  so  long  afflicted,  we  must  be 
more  particularly  touched  for  the  honour  and  reputation  of  that  our  native 
country,  that  is  so  deeply  wounded  by  the  perfidious  treachery  of  her  unnatnial 
brood,  whose  base  and  disloyal  proceedings  reflect  upon  the  whole,  aa  if  all 
were  alike  guilty  of  the  same;  and  no  marvel  that  some  be  mistaken  in  this 
point,  when  they  consider,  that  all  their  moat- treasonable  actions  are  oounten- 
anoed  with  publick  authority,  and  so  may  seem  to  carry  along  with  them  appro- 
bation Co  aU.  To  take  off  this  prgudioe,  which  in  the  opinion  of  some  (who 
are  strangers  to  our  affdrs)  may  ly  upon  the  general  body  of  our  kingdom,  so 
many  of  us  his  nugesty's  faithiVd  servants  as  are  here  present,  think  ouisdves 
bound,  for  satisfying  the  world,  but  especially  the  honourable  members  of  both 
houses^  conveened  here  at  this  time,  of  whose  justice  and  wisdom  we  may  ol" 
peot  that  they  will  disiiDguieli  faction  and  nation,  and  in  all  results  make  it  ai^ 
pear,  to  emit  a  declaration  of  our  judgments  oonceniing  the  proceedings  of  that 
pretended  convention  of  estates  in  Scotland;  and  that,  since  it  may  be  seen  how 
-much  we  loath  and  abhor  the  same,  and  are  resolved  never  to  aver  any  thing 
4bit  bath  issued  frrai  them  as  an  act  of  any  lawful  or  warrantable  judicatory, 
^e'do  therefore,  fbr  ourselves,  and  in  nameof  all  his  migesty's  faithfiil  snljects 
of  deotknd,  that  have  an  haired  and  detestation  of  the  said  traitoroaa  conven- 
«tk>n,  with  all  ibathas  followed  thereupon,  utterly  renounce  anddisolaim  the 
'fltid  pretended  meeting,  as  presumptuous  and  illegal,  and  called  for  no  other 
end  but  sedition  and  rebellion  in  Uiat  kingdom,  with  all  committees, -general 
'Sad  particular,  flowing  from  the  same,  and  all  acts,  ordinances  and  decrees, 
faiade  and  given  therein ;  and  especially  that  act  concerning  that  traitorous  and 
damnaUe  covenant, 'drawn  up  and  taken  betwixt  them  and  the  rebels  heie, 
which  we  most  heartily  detest,  and  shall  never  enter  therein  by  force,  peraafr- 
rion,  or  any  other  respeol  whataomever ;  as  also  all  acts  and  orders  authorising 
tlie  Isvying  of  armies,  under  colour  whereof  the  preaent  rebellious  army  la  ga» 
thered  together,  whidi  we  esteem  an  act  of  high  treason,  and  hold  oundves 
Obliged,  by  vtrtoe  of  our  allegiance  and  act  of  pacification,  to  oppose  and  with- 
stand. Lfikeas,  we  faithf\illy  pvdaiise  upon  our  honour,  every  one  of  as,  to 
leave  no  means  nnattempted  to  suppress  the  said  rebels,  now  in  arms  againai 
his  majesty  and  crown  of  England,  fVom  all  the  faithful  sutQects  whereof,  but 
especially  the  honourable  members  of  the  two  houses  here  oonveened,  we  will 
expect  such  countenance,  encouragement,  and  assistance,  as  will  better  enable 
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xm  Am^y  to|inmil  ifiiDftt  thw  and  our*  enmiMt;  md. IhMbjr  it.  ti«gF bp 
aeB9«  that  Umif  will  ool  aoflEer  thpaa  xebds  on  both  tidflA  to  gp  before  them,  ia 
thie  pieseot  vA  lenfe  aalhng  undone  in  to  bed  a  eaeee,  to  etvengtlMn  one 
another;  and  beeanee  ive  will  take  all  such  of  our  coontrymen  who  will'  noi 
join  with  oa  in  tfaia  deelamtiei|»  end  in  the  oowaetobe  taken  for  the  praaeeu- 
tieiir  tbereefc  fiHr*eiieinks  both  to  hie  auueaty  and  ue  ;  for  eaob  <tf  them  aa  are 
hace,  ii.weni.expe(Ktent  how  to.eateem  of  them,  the  honourable  membenof 
both  Iha  hoofoajnay  be  pfeatfai  jto  take  into  their  ooneideietioii.  Our  deaire  ia, 
that  the  honouraUe  members  of-  both  houses  here  copveened  .should  join  with 
ua  in  a  Tequast  to  his  majeatyj  that  whet*.  Scotsman  eoerer  ehall  xefuae  to  aet 
hia  hand  to  this  declamtioik  subaonhed  byuib.may  not  be  permitted  to  live 
under  hie  m^ty's  protection>  but  be  chewd  Aom  among  his  majest/a  aub- 
jeeta>  aa  partaker,  iaaflbotioii  at  least^-.with  the  odious  rebellion  of  both  the 
kingdo 


Thia  paper  wan  graeioualy  reoeiyed  by  both  houses,  and  tbe 
king  himself;  whereupon  followed  tbe  raising  of  arms,  to  come 
with  thir  distressed  noblemen^  (wbo  durst  not  keep  their  own 
ooantry^  but  fled  unto  hia  migeety  in  England,  for  aid  and  sup* 
pcwt»)  against  tbe  Covenanters  in  SooUand,  wbo  had  their  own 
fUenda  and  followers  diere  ready  also  to  assiet  them ;  and  upon 
hope  of  this  the  kiug's  aswUmce,  surely  signified  unto  the  mar* 
qius.of  Huntlyy.  made  bim  and  his  frienda  to  rise  bere.in.the 
noctbi  as  ye  shall  hereafter  hear. 

Upen  Wednesday  the  20th  of.  Miirch,  albeit  provost  Lesly 
and  tbe  nest  were  taken  and  had  to  Strathboggie,  as  ye-  bave 
faeard^  yet  tbe  town  of  Aberdeen  kept  a  strait  watch,  day  and 
nighi,  and  drilled,  their  men  in  the  links ;  their  ports  were  dos- 
ed and  kept,  and  their  cannons  removed  off  tbe  causeway  to  tbe 
tolbooth.     libue  the  town  is  straitly  watched  to  little  effect. 

It  is  said  1^  marqiua  of  Htintly  bad  sent  to  the  earl  pf  Find- 
later  for  five  hundred  stand  of  arms,  which  he  rescued  of  tbe 
king's  aroM,  upon  a  convenient  price,,  but  the  earl  sent  not  the 
arms  but  money,  as  was  said»  to  the  marquis  for  them« 

Saturday  the  23d  of  Marcl^  captain  John  Forbes,  of  the  fiimily 
of  Blaoktown,  went  out  of  Aberdeen  south  to  the  army,  with 
about  sixty  soldiers,  under  tbe  lord  Gordon's  division. 

It  is.  said  the  lord  Gordon,  hearing  tbe  marquis  his  father 
was-  growing  to  an  bead,  and  coming  to  Aberdeen,,  be  sent  to 
him  tbe  lairds  of  Strathlocb,  Federet,  and  Cultur,  with  some  com- 
ntiasion^  but  it  appears  got.no  good  answer,  and  therefore,  upon 
Monday  the  25th  of  March,  after  dinner  in  tbe  Oldtown,  he  lap 
on  aboot  five  or  six  horse,  rode  to  Blackball,  and  froQi  that  tp 
Murray,  leaving  his  master  of  household,  George  Abercrombie, 
with  some  servants  here  behind  him  in  Old  Aberdeen^  and  by 
ibe  way  he  compelled  William  Gordon  of  Muirake,  one  of  the 
four  collectors  of  tbe  taxation  for  tbe  shire  of  Banff,  to  give  him 
two  thousand  merks.  He  took  ^Iso  from  George  Qeddes^  ano^ 
tber  of  the  said  collectors,  one  thousand  pounds,  or  thereby,  of 
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taxation  and  loan  money,  whereunto  he  alledged  be  liad  good 
right,  for  lifting  of  men  under  his  division  in  the  ehire  of  Banff. 
Indeed  be  wss  pat  to  live  upon  his  purchase,  beeause  he  woold 
not  follow  his  father's  coarse.  Thus  he  travelled  to  Banff»  to 
Murray,  here  and  there,  while  his  father  lay  here  in  Aberdeen. 

About  this  time,  word  came  to  Aberdeen  that  oar  army  waa 
lying  at  Sunderland,  partly  over  Tyne,  and  partly  on  this  side 
the  river ;  that  they  were  destroyed  with  great  hanger  and  fa- 
mine among  them,  and  that  they  were  dying  daily. 

About  this  samen  time,  and  23d  of  March,  the  marquis  of 
Argyll  came  from  the  army  to  Scotland,  and  sitting  daily  in 
Edinburgh  with  the  committee  of  estates,  who  came  to  Dunotler, 
as  ye  shall  hear,  to  the  great  sorrow  and  oppression  of  thir  north 
parts. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  26th  of  March,  the  marquis  came  firae 
Strathboggie  to  Kintore,  where  his  friends  and  followers  meet 
him ;  from  that  he  came  in  the  samen  night  to  Aberdeen,  with 
sound  of  trumpet.  About  two  hundred  and  forty  horse  partly 
came  in  with  him,  and  partly  rode  the  over  gate  about  forty 
horse.  Himself  comes  with  about  an  hundred  and  sixty  horse 
through  the  Oldtown ;  there  was  also  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  footmen  in  his  company.  The  young  laird  of  Drum,  lately 
married  to  the  marquis'  daughter,  and  Robert  Irvine,  his  brother, 
were  with  him ;  but  the  old  laird  of  Drum  bade  still  at  home, 
and  miskent  all.  The  lairds  of  Gight,  elder  and  younger,  the 
laird  of  Haddo,  the  lairds  of  Foveran,  elder  and  younger,  the 
laird  of  Abergeldie,  the  laird  of  Newtown,  elder,  the  yoong 
laird,  with  his  second  soti,  the  laird  of  Balvenie,  the  laird  of 
Shetbin,  the  laird  of  Invermarkie,  the  laird  of  Tibbertie,  the 
laird  of  Pettemeir,  younger,  and  diverse  other  landed  gentle- 
men, such  as  the  goodman  of  Caimburrow,  Letterfarie,  Aara- 
doul,  Ardloggie,  and  Nathaniel  Gordon,  his  brother,  Idel^ 
Harthill,  Mr.  Thomas  Gordon  of  Pittendriech,  and  some  of  the 
earl  MarischaH's  men,  came  out  of  Kintore  also  with  him  to 
Aberdeen,  where  he  had  his  entrance  peaceably ;  the  ports  made 
open,  and  the  catbands  casten  loose.  He  entered  in  at  the  Jus- 
tice Port ;  rode  up.  through  the  streets  to  the  Gallowgate,  and 
lighted  at  Mr.  Alexander  Raid's  house.  It  is  true,  the  town  of 
Aberdeen  was  not  able  to  hold  him  out;  albeit  he  had  some 
friends,  yet  he  had  many  foes ;  and  it  was  marked,  that  first 
and  last  there  fled  out  of  the  town  about  forty-eight  Covenanters, 
such  as  Mr.  Alexander  Jaffray,  late  provost ;  Mr.  William  Moir, 
present  baillie ;  Alexander  Burnet,  elder ;  Walter  Cochran,  and 
Alexander  Lesly,  son  to  provost  Lesly,  and  Leonard  Lesly,  son 
to  Gilbert  Lesly. 

The  marquis  left  the  four  captives  at  Strathboggie,  who  were 
transported  therefrae  to  Auchindown  upon  the  2d  of  April,  vis. 
provost  Lesly,  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar,  Alexander  and  John  Jaf- 
frays.    The  old  goodman  of  Birkenburn  was  captain,  who  with 
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rixtoen  flaldmrs  kept  the  house  and  captivea  both  upon  their  own 
expeoeeS)  so  that  they  not  only  sustained  themselyes,  but  this 
captain  also,  sixteen  soldiers,  porters,  cooks,  and  other  inferior 
officers,  upon  their  own  chiurges  and  ezpenoes,  right  after  the 
samen  order  as  the  marquis  himself  was  used  in  the  castle  of 
Edinburgh,  as  ye  may  read  before;  and  so  he  could  not  bo 
blamed  jusdy  to  do  as  himself  was  done  to.  The  marquis  gave 
strict  orders  that  no  wrong  should  be  done  within  the  Newtown 
or  Oldtown,  but  live  upon  their  own  ezpences  and  wages. 

Wednesday  the  27th  of  March,  he  goes  to  a  council  of  war 
in  the  lower  council-bottse  of  the  town,  where  it  was  con- 
cluded that  he  should  go  through  the  north  with  a  flyii^ 
army  of  horse  and  foot,  and  make  the  country  people  to  rise 
and  follow  him,  or  otherwise  to  plunder  their  goods,  and  live 
upon  their  estates.  He  also  took  notice  of  the  burons  and  gentry, 
how  many  men  they  would  furnish,  and  upon  their  own  expences 
sustain  them  so  long  as  he  remained  in  Aberdeen.  He  sent  the 
laird  of  Feveran  commissioner  to  Dunotter  to  the  earl  Mari»- 
chall,  to  see  what  would  be  his  part,  as  was  thought ;  who 
answered,  he  minded  not  to  stir  unless  he  was  compelled  thereto. 

Upon  Thursday  the  28th  of  March'  he  goes  to  council  again ; 
sends  for  the  townsmen,  and  desires  them  to  bring  their  arms, 
whilk  (suppose  some  were  well  willed  to  do)  for  plain  fear  of  the 
Covenanters  they  refused ;  whereupon  the  marquis  directed  to 
search  and  seek  bouses,  and  plunder  all  such  arms  as  they  could 
get,  whilk  they  did,  and  got  sundry  good  arms,  muskets,  hag- 
butts,  swords,  carabines,  pistols,  spears,  jacks,  corslets,  pow- 
der, ball,  and  the  like.  Then  he  permitted  the  town's  people  to 
go  home  to  their  houses.  He  directed  also  the  laird  of  Haddo 
and  James  Gordon  of  Letterfurie  to  go  to  Torry,  with  a  rate  of 
musketeers,  and  bring  back  John  Anderson's  four  pieces  of  ord- 
nance off  of  his  ship  lying  in  the  water,  with  such  other  arms  as 
they  could  get.  Thereafter,  the  marquis  goes  to  horse  with  about 
twelve  horse,  leaving  behind  the  young  laird  of  Drum,  Gight, 
Haddo,  and  diverse  others,  to  keep  the  town ;  where  for  a  time 
I  will  continue  this  pr<^ess,  whilk  I  make  manifest  the  marquis 
of  Huntly's  reasons  of  his  thus  rising  and  procedure,  as  is  con- 
tained in  his  own  declarations  set  out  lo  that  effect ;  whilk  copied 
is  this : — 

'^leth  March,  1644. 

''  I,  George  Marquis  of  Hmitly :  Whereas  the  Committee  of  Esutes  hath 
(without  his  majesty's  approbation)  directed  the  dieriffs  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff 
for  seizing  upon  my  person,  houses,  rents,  and  goods,  contrary  not  only  to  the 
established  order  of  law,  which  requireth  all  men  to  be  legally  accused  before 
they  be  condemned,  and  to  be  criminally  condemned  ere  any  such  commission 
be  directed  against  them ;  but  also  reflecting  upon  his  majesty's  suljects  their 
lawful  privileges  of  this  kingdom,  no  less  than  die  late  puUidied  act  for  the 
collecting  of  an  unusual  excise,  and  for  enforcing  a  general  loan  of  moniet 
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thimgbiiatihe  amatry,  and  fiadisg  iwne  atop  in  tbe  esimliMiof  ikk^t 
wimon  hy  tiune  wlio  were  eatniated  therewit|i»  haye  now  prepand  i 
from  U)e,8otttfa^  whereby  to  press  thair  dengnt  ^gainil.  me*  te  jio,  acbcr  < 
but  that  I  refUae  to  ooocnr  with  them  in  the  levy  of  nen  MMLmoncjr*  for  i 
.  log  the  present  invasion  of  England*  contrary  to-  my:  oonaaeoc^  inoompalible 
with  my  htinble  loyalty  to  onr  gradona  aovercigii,  and  ao  deacractife  to  the  late 
padfic^on»  solemnly  ratified  hyhianNgeaty^  and.parliamentaof  both  king* 
doina»  as  no  honest  Ghristiaa  (being  of.  this  my.opiaien)  eaoi  wiUing^y  €ODdc»» 
cend  to  beeoniained  in  it  Therefore  I^  the  aaid.George.  Bf  arqiiis  of  Hnntly^  da 
hcnby  deelaie  and  protest,  thai  (if  in  that  just  defence  of  myself  and  friends 
from  theaannlawfrd  videncesy  or  in  the  repairing  of  them  aceordiog  to  oar 
weak  d)ilities)  any  aota  of  hostility  ahali  be  oommtttad  by  us  agatMt  onr  ia^ 
waders,  and  their  eon£edeates  and  abettors^  they  niay  not  be  imputed  unto 
QSy  otherwise  than  as  paymentoftliedebts  weowe  tonalure,  loydty^  andh»* 
nour,  .and  to  whieh  aa  lower  interest  CDuld  enferae  na ;  which  being»  as  I  hop^ 
ABufibienteridenoe  toaU  the  worid  of  my  fiiiriDtenttmnte  fendecing  the-aiB- 
ceee  and  hwbble  dntiea  I  owe  to  religion,  his  majeaty'a  honour  and  safety,  and 
to  the  laws  and  libertite  of  the  kingdom,  ,1  humfaify  entreat  and  ekpeet  iqipn^ 
batkm  fmm  all  good  men  in  this  so  equiuble  and  so  neosasitate  a  case ;  mthd 
impkning  (ttpon  my  bended  kneea)  aueh  heavenly  essisiance  from  Ood  Akafghty, 
and  suflh  earthly  protection  from  the  king's  mijesty,  agatnat  aD  enemiee  of 
peace  and  loyalty,  as  in  their  mercy  and  justice  may  aaem  fit*" 

Fdltows  another  declaration  of  tfae  said  marquis  of  Hantty, 
BOtfaMareb,  1644:— 

^  I>  George  Marquis  of  Huutly :  Whereas  since  my  declaration  of  the  I6th 
of>this  month,  the-seieing  upon  the  peraons  of  Patrick  Lealy,  prowtst  of  Aber- 
deen, Mr.  Robert  Ftarquhar^  colleetorfor  tiie  north  parishes  of  this  kingdom  of 
the  present  taxatioB,  imposed  upon  his  majtety -  s  eubjecta  by- the  Gommkteeof 
Esutes,  Alexander  JafiVay,  baillie,  and  John  Jeffrey,  dam  of  goild,  hadi 
Men  oof ;  and  that  the  intentions  of  me,  the  said  Marquis  of  Huntly,  and  ef 
my  fHends  who  have  been  actors  therein,  may  perhapa  be  misconceived- by  some 
who  knew  them  not,  or  misintorpreted  by  others  who  are  disaffected  m  them, 
find  myself  obliged,  in  my  own  name  and  theirs  who  have  been  actors,  aa  sakl 
h,  hereby  to  declare,  that  it  hath  been  done  so  far  f^m  any  private  end,  that 
neitfaer  patiicnlar  spleen  against  the  parties,  nor  any  vanity  in  ourselves,  hath 
moved  us  to  it ;  but  only  in  regard  that  the  foresaid  persons  are  too  well  known 
to  have  been  sedulous  fomenters  of  a  dangerous  distraction  amongst  ns,  by 
countenancing  and  assisting  some  men  unhappily  diverted,  in  their  neglect  o£ 
the  duties  they  owe  both  to  conscience,  loyalty,  and  nature,  and  by  menacing 
others  under  their  jurisdiction  from  rendering  those  lawful  civilities  which 
ought  to  be  expected  from  them,  and  all  fer  making  us  obnoxious  to  the  rfgouts 
of  other  men,  to  whose  ends  they  concur,  whilk  if  they  should  be  eflfectualed, 
could  not  but  ruin  us,  and  perhaps  leave  no  great  safety  to  themselvea.  For 
pseventing  of  which,  we  have  been  necessitate  to  endeavour  the  removal  of 
sneh  obsladea  as  ly  in  our  proposed  way  for  maintaining  our  conscience  toward 
God,  our  loyalty  towards  our  gracious  sovereign,  and  otir  particular  lives  and 
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fiNteiMs  ftvni'dtilnNtfoii.  Aad  4k  teriiying  that  our  intentioDs  are  only  fbr 
peaoe^  I  the  laid  Gtorge  Marqniaof  HimUy,  aad  my  friands  above-specified^ 
do  tetber  d^due,  tlwt  upon  aamuince  given  of  no  Tiolence  lo  be  need  agaiifgt 
m  and  oar  adhewniBj  in  onrpeiaona  nor  ttnPmen,  for  not  rendering  obedience 
nntoainy  new  act|  ontil  anch  time  as  it  diali  be  ratified  in  pariiament,  apt  only 
sbali'thelbBOBaid  persona  sraed  be  reatoied  to  their  libertieSf  but  we  shall  like- 
wiae  be  ready  and  willing  to  giro  anch  seenrity  for  1^1  and  peaceable  oazriage 
asr  the  Isnia  «f  the  hiiq;daffi  *do  leqnire." 

Hire  may  be  seen  the  reasons  of  his  rising  and  taking  our 
towosflMou  Besides,  he  was  now  confident  of  the  assistance  of 
wiadry  imUemen,  such  as  the  earls  of  Airly,  Southesk,  Athol, 
Seaferthy  and  diTerae  others  south  and  north,  frae  he  came  to  an 
kead;  and  likewise  bad  the  assuranoe  of  the  incoming- out  of 
England  of  the  earls  of  Montrose,  Crawford,  Kinnoul,  Niths- 
*^dale,  'the  visooiint  of  Aboyn,  the  lord  Ogilvie,  and  some  others, 
with  forces ;  and  they  to  have  gone  on  upon  the  south  and  west 
puts. of  fiootkuid,  wish  their  own  friends  that  they  could  raise, 
and  -he  .  being  <up^'was  aMe  to  subdue  the  north  with  his  own 
power  and  friends,  and  stand  out,  looking  surely  that  no -power 
from  the  sooth  should  come  against  him,  because  they  should 
have  their  hands  full  at  home,  as  I  baye  said. 

Now,  upon  thir  grounds  and  assurances,  before  all,  of  the 
Mng's  favour,  and  letters  patent,  for  raising  of  fire  and  sword, 
and  daily  looking  for  them,  this  noUe  Kiarquis  draws  to  an  head, 
BB  I  have  said,  makes  a  band  disclaiming  the  last  covenant^ 
oUtging^ilk.  man  by  luasworn  oath  to  serve  the  king  in  this  ex^ 
jftsdiiion,  to. the  hazard  of  life,  land,  and  goods,  against  all  op- 

Esers  of  the  samen,  and  to  follow  his  majesty's  deputes  and 
otenanls,'  whom  he  woold  appoint  to  have  charge*  This  band 
hima^  and  hia  friends  aware  and  subscribed  first,  and  each  as 
CHuneiin  -to  him  daily  did  the  like,  the  success  whereof  hereafter 
may  appear ;  where  I  will  ceise  for  a  time,  and  begin  where  I 
'left:o^  at  the  i  taking  of  the  ordnance  off  of  John  Anderson's 
ship  and  arms  out  of  Torry,  and  how  the  marquis  rode  out  of 
Aberdeen.  Upon  Thursday  the  28th  of  March,  be  lighted  by 
the  gate:at  Kintore,  and  took  a  drink ;  syne  went  to  horse,  but 
unhiqipily  a  brave  gentleman,  called  Patrick  Da%arno,  biding 
behind.  Mm  at  Kintore,  riding  the  water,  happened  to  perish^  to 
the  gveat  grief  of  the  marquis  and  all  his  company.  The  marquis 
rideaforward  to  Stradiboggie. 

The  earl  Marischall,  contrary  to  the  marquis'  expectation, 
upon.  Friday  the.  29th  of  March,  had  a  meeting  with  the  com- 
janittees  of  Angus  and  Meams,  where  Mr.  William  Moir  also  was, 
after  he  had  returned  from  the  committee  of  estates  at  Edin- 
burgh, as  ye  have  before,  from  whom  he  had  received  orders, 
after  he  had  given  in  his  complaint,  bow  the  Gordons  had  taken 
their  provost  and  other  townsmen,  and  that  himself  with  many 
others  were  forced  to  flee  the  town ;  and  surely  the  committee  of 
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estates  began  qaiokly  to  drill  up  an  army  for  repressiiig  thir  up- 
roars, who  came  to  Aberdeen,  as  ye  shall  hear.  Mr.  William 
Moir  comes  back  frae  Edinburgh  to  Donotter,  and  wbb  at  thia 
meeting  in  the  Meams,  bat  darst  not  come  to  Aberdeen. 

Aboat  this  time,  the  country  of  Murray  began  to  be  feai«d  at 
the  rising  of  the  Gordons,  and  therefore  they  held  thrir  o6m«» 
mittees  daily  at  Elgin,  and  began  to  draw  up  forces. 

Likewise,  about  this  time,  Lewis  Gordon,  the  marqaia'  tliiid 
son,  happened  to  come  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  met  with  his 
sister  the  lady  Haddington,  but  he  was  apprehended,  and  foreed 
to  set  caution  not  to  go  out  of  the  town,  while  the  nMunqvia  ef 
Argyll  came  to  the  town  of  Edinburgh ;  but  when  the  marquie 
of  Huntly  heard  this,  he  took  little  thought  of  him,  for  he  had 
not  seen  him  since  he  went  away  with  his  jewels.  He  remaioed 
in  free  ward  within  the  town  of  Edinburgh*  for  a  while,  and 
when  Argyll  came  he  was  put  to  liberty,  of  whom  ye  have  son- 
dry  passages  hereafter  noted. 

Now,  while  as  the  marquis  rode  from  Aberdeen,  the  draflB  went 
through  both  Aberdeens,  desiring  all  gentlemen  and  soldiera  that 
was  willing  to  serve  in  defence  of  our  religion,  and  oath  of  alle- 
giance to  our  king,  and  liberties  of  our  country,  that  they  ahovld 
come  to  the  laird  of  Drum  younger,  and  receive  good  pay; 
whereupon  diverse  daily  took  on. 

The  lairds  of  Haddo,  Shethin,  and  Tibberty,  rode  from 
Aberdeen  with  about  twenty  horse,  and  eighty  musketeers. 
They  plundered  some  arms  out  of  TurriflP,  Towie  Barclay,  aad 
took  the  laird  of  Meldrum  and  his  horse,  with  many  others. 
Young  Drum  rode  out  and  plundered  his  own  ceusin,  John 
Irvine  of  Kincausie's  arms  out  of  Aquorthies,  and  Jamea  Bar- 
net  of  Craigmyle's  arms  out  of  Blackhills.  There  was  likewise 
plundered  from  some  honest  men  about  the  town,  work  naga  to 
DC  baggage  horse,  and  sundry  other  gendemen's  horse  and  arais 
plundered  in  the  country.  Mr.  Thomas  Mitchell,  parson  of  Tur- 
riff's horse  was  plundered ;  they  took  the  laird  of  Meldrum  upon 
Supday,  at  the  kirk  of  Bethelnie,  and  brought  him  in  to  the 
marquis,  where,  upon  conditions,  he  gat  liberty  home,  for  he 
was  a  precise  puritan,  and  would  not  follow  the  marquis. 

Upon  Thursday  the  4th  of  April,  there  was  a  singular  combat 
betwixt  the  lairds  of  Haddo  and  Elsick,  both  cousans-geraaaD, 
upon  the  hill  of  Tulliegrig;  where  they  fought  for  the  first 
blood,  whilk  Haddo  lost,  and  Elsick  was  victor;  and  ao  thcj 
parted. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  marquis  rode  out  of  Aberdeen.  He 
returned  upon  Wednesday  the  Sd  of  April  to  the  town,  and 
lighted  at  Mr.  Alexander  Reid's  house,  his  own  lodging ;  and  at 
his  lighting  there  came  four  commissioners  to  him,  two  from 
the  committee  of  Angus,  viz.  William  Durham  of  Grange  of 
Monyfeith,  and  Francis  Ogilvie  of  Newgrange;  and  two  from 
the  committee  of  the  Mearns,    viz.  the  lord  Halkertown  and 
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Jamei  Burnet  of  Cndgmyle.  The  ooea^n  of  the  coming  of 
tbir  commisBioiiorB  prooeeded  thus:  The  marqais  of  Hontly 
iiearing  there  wae  a  gathering  both  in  Meams  and  Angus,  hie 
thought  it  meet  to  .send  to  thir  eommitteea  John  Gordon  of  In- 
irermaride^  to  signify  anio  them  the  cause  of  his  rising  was  for 
4efence  of  hia  penMHi  and  of  his  friends,  their  goods  and  gear, 
from  the  iavasicm  of  the  estatesi  who  were  to  raise  arms  against 
inm,  as  they  had  giren  before  commission  to  the  sher^  of 
Banff  and  Aberdeen  to  take  him  unjustly  and  illegally,  and 
abuse  his  friends;  that  he  had  no  intention  to  offend  or  injore 
any  man,  but  only  seeking  peace  and  security;  so  that  Meams 
nor  Angus  need  not  be  offended  nor  afraid,  since,  if  he  were 
aecessitate  to  ride  through  their  country,  he  should  do  no  wrong, 
unless  he  was  forced  thereto.  Now  the  committees  of  Angus 
«nd  Meams  (where  the  earl  Marischall  sat  daily)  hearing  this 
eommission,  they  sent  back  .with  the  said  John  Gordon  of  Inver- 
narkie  the  four  commissioners  above-written,  to  deliver  their 
answer  to  the  said  marquis ;  whilk  was,  desiring  him  to  disband 
liis  forces,  and  to  make  no  move  gatherings,  and  they  should  do 
tiie  like,  that  the  countries  might  rest  in  peace.  To  whom  the 
marquis  answered,  he  was  compelled  for  his  own  defence  to 
draw  to  an  head,  and  had  no  reason  at  their  desire  to  leave  off, 
at  his  own  seeing  prejudice  and  peril,  but  it  was  more  fitting  for 
them,  who  were  in  no  danger,  to  dissolve  their  gatherings,  and 
•tet  the  country  be  in  quiet,  because  he  had  no  mind  to  molest 
any  within  their  countries,  and  said  he  should  send  sir  Walter 
bnies  of  Balveny,  knight,  and  William  Grordon  of  Arradoul, 
with  them  to  the  said  committees,  to  declare  his  mind  further. 

Thus  the  four  commissioners  took  their  leave,  lodged  in  Old 
Aberdeen,  and  upon  Friday,  the  5th  of  April,  rode  with  the 
other  two  altogether  to  Cowie,  where  the  committees  of  Angus 
and  Meams  both  held  at  this  time,  with  about  eight  hundred 
men  of  both  shires,  where  the  earls  of  Marischall  and  King- 
born,  the  lord  Arbnthnot,  with  many  other  barons,  were  there 
conveened  also ;  the  commissioners  declared  the  marquis'  mind, 
which  contented  not  their  minds,  nor  did  good  to  the  marquis, 
for  the  earl  Marischall  did  nothing  but  by  advice  of  the  com- 
mittee of  estates,  who  directed  him  and  the  committees  both  of 
Angus  and  Mearns,  to  hold  the  marquis  under  trysting,  while 
•tbey  should  raise  up  forces  to  go  upon  him,  whilk  surely  came 
to  pass,  and  so  his  unhappy  trusting  them  stayed  him  from  go- 
ing upon  Angus  and  Meams,  and  to  have  driven  them  from 
4irawing  to  an  head,  while  he  had  locked  better  about  him ;  and 
anrely  was  sore  against  the  will  and  liking  of  his  haill  friends, 
who  loved  not  such  fruitless  delays,  and  feared  the  thing  that 
came  to  pass ;  but  the  marquis  would  hear  no  good  council  of 
faia  true  friends,  but  followed  his  own  opinion,  which  did  him 
DO  good. 

It  was  reasoned  by  diverse,  that  the  marquis  unhappily  and 

Se 
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unwiwly  brake  loose,  without  my  fifftli^  firiendaUp  in  the 
country;  for  the  Forbeses  audi  the  Fraeers,  with  many  banme 
in  BnchaB,  Mar,  and  Gariocb,  were  MWist  hian,  at  lei^i  would 
not  rise  with  him ;  and  that  he  wanted  moni^e,  araw,  aramiuii* 
tion,  powder  and  ball,  without  which  in  abundance  be^eonld  noi 
long  subsist  against  the  power  of  the  eontcary  party;  othois 
said,  as  for  monies,  the  marquis  had  an  hwdred  thouwand 
pounds  to  sustain  soeh  soldiers  as  he  wanted ;  and:  ae  lor  the 
baioBs,  ilk  baron  should  sustain  his  own  men,  and  ilk  gentle- 
man should  sustain  himself;  and  as  for  arme,  powder,  and  baU, 
there  was  enough  to  be  got  in  borrow  and  land ;  and  if  any  want 
were,  there  was  victual  gimelled  in  store,  to  bdp  to  find  the 
sdhfiers,  by  way  of  plundering;  and  further,  that  the  maiqais 
might  well  defend  himself,  seeing  there  was  an  army.eoniing  oat 
of  England,  with  the  earls  of  Montrose,  Crawlbrd,  and  Nitka- 
dale,  and  whilk  would  give  the  southland  men  enough  ado,  and 
stop  their  coming  here ;  besides  this,  the  mm^uis  had  assufiaaee 
of  diverse  earls,  lords,  and  barons,  to  rise  and  assist  him ;  bat 
all  thir  arguments  misgave  this  noble  masquis;  for  the  eadk 
eame  in,  and  were  dung  back  again,  and  such  as  he  trusted  ia 
^ec^ved  him,  and  fled  the  cause,  and  left  him  in  the  mire,  as 
ye  shall  hear ;  •others  say  they  were  not  dung  back,  but  recalled. 

Ye  heard  how  the  marquis  lighted  at  Mr.  Alexander .  Reid's 
house ;  he  eame  from  Aboyn,  where  he  had  many  big^ilandmen 
and  footmen  there,  and  in  the  country  about,  attending' his  ser- 
vice, and  came  into  Aberdeen  about  two  hundred  horse  and 
about  eight  hundred  foot,  which  were  reckoned  in  the  links 
when  they  were  drilled,  but  they  came  not  all  in  with  himself 
at  this  time.  He  had  few  commanders  beside  .himself,  erowner 
King  and  nu^or  Nathaniel  Grordon.  James  Grant  was  also  one^ 
and  major  Hay;  he  caused  quarter  his  soldiers  upon  their  own 
eharges,  and  began  to  exorcise  them  in  drilling  thwi  in  the  links 
daily;  he  went  out  and  caused  ding  down  some  housss  besooth 
ike  bridge  of  Dee,  and  made  safeguards  upon  the  one  and  the 
other. 

Upon  Saturday  the  6th  of  April,  Robert  Irvine  caaseo  take 
the  place  of  Durvis,  pertaining  to  the  lord  Fraser,  and  set  sid- 
diers  to  keep  the  girnels  untraasported.  They  lived  upon  his 
Bolt  and  sheep,  and  other  commodities;  but  the  gimdb  wsM 
not  broken  upon,  whereof  there  was  eighteen  seoie  bolls  in  gir- 
nels, and  at  last  they  shamefully  left  the  sunen  at  the  ineomiag 
of  the  army,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter. 

Sunday  the  7th  of  April  the  marquis  came  over  to  the  OldtovB, 
and  heard  Mr.  William  Strachan  our  minister  teadi ;  dined  in 
George  Middleton's  house ;  eyne  after  the  afternoon's  sermon  Iw 
returned  to  his  own  lodging  in  Aberdeen. 

Now  nothing  but  plundering  of  horae  and  arms  of  soeh  » 
stand  out,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  country,  following  the  foot- 
steps and  oi^ession  of  major  Monro,  as  ye  have  befoce»     The 
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kyrd  Forbts  flees  witli  Olesddiidy  and  olker  friends  to  KiUriuQp 
mie;  the  ]erd  Fraser  gfoee  to  Cairnbalg;  the  laird  of  Craigievar 
takes  to  CraigieTar,  ud  transports  his  haill  victuals  of  Fiatiay 
to  the  place,  there  to  be  kept  from  {dandering;  the  lairds  of 
Beht  and  Skene  take  in  Skene ;  the  laird  of  Talqahon  takes  ia 
lUqtthon ;  Ae  laird  of  Water  tovn  takes  in  Water  town ;  and  the 
laird  ef  Karmnck  keqw  his  house  of  Kermuck ;  the  tutor  of  Pit- 
Mgo  keeps  Pitsligo;  the  laird  of  Phikrth  keeps  Philorth ;  and 
the  laird  of  MouTssusk.  keeps  Monymusk;  but  hoi^  soon  the 
amy  came  in,  they  took  the  fields  and  left  their  houses*  Thus 
tiie  name  of  Forbes  closes  up  themselves  in  strengths,  Uy  save 
tbrir  persons  and  houses  from  plundeiiag  by  the  Goidons,  for 
they  ^ould  on  nowise  rise  with  them. 

Upon  Friday  the  dth  of  April,  the  marquis  sent  over  to  the 
laird  of  Cluny's  house,  and  took  fifty  pikes  out  thereof  to  this 
service;  likewise  the  laird  of  Drum  younger  sent  over  for 'Dr. 
Oavld's  saddle-horses^  whilk  he  durst  not  refuse. 

This  samen  Friday,  Nathaaiel  Gordon  went  to  the  road  of 
Aberdeen,  with  about  twenQr  musketeers,  and  took  a  hark  loadf 
ed  with  herrings,  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  Denmark ;  the 
baric  was  taken  by  an  English  pirate,  with  another  bark  also  of 
that  samMi  nation,  by  virtue  of  a  letter  of  marque  given  out  to 
some  of  their  ships,  to  take  such  ships  as  pertained  to  Denmark 
and  to  Ireland  ako.  Now  this  bark  loaded  with  herrings  being 
tfitts  taken,  the  Englishman  has  the  one  following  her,  causes 
take  off  some  men  off  her,  and  put  in  the  ship  as  many  of  their 
men,  (as  seafaring  fsshion  is)  that  she  should  not  go  from  her. 
This  bark,  I  say,  comes  through  change  of  wind  to  the  road  of 
Aberdeen,  whom  the  said  Nathaniel,  or  major  Nathaniel  Gordon 
took,  and  briags  into  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  and  after  trial 
takes  the  Englishmen,  and  wards  them  in  Aberdeen.  The  pirate 
wbo  had  taken  this  prise,  missing  her,  came  to  the  road  of 
Aberdeen,  and  set  ashore  the  pilot  and  skipper,  to  try  if  she 
eame  to  the  harbour;  but  upon  the  6th  of  April,  they  were 
taken  and  warded  with.  the. rest;  but  rather  more  truly,  it  was 
Viot  the  men  of  the  pirate,  but  two  men  of  another  parliamentary 
warrior  ship  of  England,  wbo  came  on  land  as  said  is,  having 
aothing  ado  with  the  herring  prize.  This  ship  seeing  their 
dripper  and  pilot  not  come  ab«ird,  they  apprehended  they  werq 
taken,  whereupon  they  hoisted  sail  and  go  about  the  nook ;  but 
upon  Monday  the  8th  of  April  she  returns  to  this  road,  took 
tfareo  of  our  fisher's  boats  with  twenty-four  men,  chased  other 
two  in  at  Don*mooth  with  her  cock  boat,  and  another  north. 
She  landed  also  at  Belhelrie,  and  took  two  bolls  of  malt  from 
the  countrymen,  carrying  it  to  the  town,  and  had  the  same^n 
aboard  tlmr  ship.  The  marquis  was  very  angry,  because  he  had 
commanded  the  fishers  that  thqr  should  .not  go  to  sea,  lest  they 
should  be  taken,  and  he  should  sustain  them  lying  upon  land ; 
bat  foolishly  they  went  on,  whereby  the  marquia'  .expectation 
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WM  disappoiiitod,  thinking,  for  setting  tbir  two  mjiea  tm  libettyw 
to  have  gotten  some  cast  pieces  oat  of  their  ship.  Always  she 
lies  still  at  anchor,  and  shot  all  day  diverse  great  shots  on  laady 
bat  did  no  skaith.  The  fisher-wives  wanting  tfaw  men,  raa 
crying  apon  the  marquis,  who  in  end  sent  James  Brown^  ddp* 
per  in  Aberdeen,  with  a  letter  frae  their  skipper  and  pilot,  de- 
siring them  to  set  ashore  the  fishermen,  and  the  malty  and  ke^ 
this  skipper  Brown  while  they  came  to  their  ship,  whilk  was 
done ;  and  ilk  ane  got  their  own,  set  up  sails,  and  to  the  sea 
goes  she  without  more  trouble.  In  the  meantime  the  English 
pirate,  who  had  taken  the  herring  bark,  hearing  that  she  was 
taken  and  had  into  Aberdeen,  she  unhappily  lights  npon  skipper 
Walker  his  bark,  one  of  our  town's  sailors,  anent  Petecheady 
upon  the  llth  of  April,  coming  from  Caithness  to  Aberdeen^ 
leadened  with  salt  beef,  tallow,  skin  hides,  and  such  commcH 
dities  pertaining  to  Caithness  merchants.  Theytirred  skipper 
Walker  out  of  his  deaths,  and  clad  him  in  rags,  and  set  him  on 
shore,  who  in  a  pitiful  manner  comes  to  Aberdeen,  and  told  the 
marquis,  shewing  he  could  not  get  his  ship  nor  goods  again, 
while  his  prize  of  herring  was  restored,  being  his  lawful  prise 
taken  from  the  Danes,  by  virtue  of  a  letter  of  marque^  as  said 
is ;  whereat  the  marquis  was  highly  oflPended  for  the  honest  man's 
loss,  but  could  not  help  him.  Upon  the  back  of  this,  comes  to 
the  road,  upon  the  I6th  of  April,  this  samen  pirate^  and  chases 
our  haill  fisher  boats,  and  sets  ashore  two  of  their  own  men,  de- 
claring, since  their  prize  of  herring  was  taken,  they  would  con- 
tent themselves  with  skipper  Walker's  ship  (which  was  valued 
at  twenty  thousand  merks,  'and  far  above  the  herring  prize)  and 
keep  her,  and  let  Aberdeen  keep  the  herring  bark,  and  go  their 
way,  without  more  offence,  providing  they  would  send  tl^ir  men 
aboard  whilk  they  had  warded  in  Aberdeen,  and  receive  their 
herring  men,  which  they  had  taken  from  their  ship ;  whi<A  was 
agreed  upon;  ilk  ship  received  her  own  men,  and  to  the  aea 
goes  he,  having  still  skipper  Walker's  Aip  fast,  to  the  great 
grief  and  overthrow  of  the  honest  man.  The  Danes  get  back 
tiieir  own  bark,  with  such  herrings  as  major  Nathaniel  Gordon 
had  left  unsold,  and  the  marquis  reproved  the  said  Nathaniei 
very  bitterly  for  taking  of  the  said  herring  without  his  command, 
breeding  also  sic  great  fear  and  skaith  to  our  coastside.  Where- 
at this  Nathaniel  Gordon  was  so  angry,  that  he  hastily  took  his 
leave,  and  left  the  marquis'  service,  as  ye  shall  hereafter  hear* 

Sunday  the  7th  of  April,  the  marquis  heard  devotion  before 
and  after  noon  here  in  Old  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  William  Stracban 
preached  ;  syne  dined  *in  George  Middleton's  house,  and  re- 
turned back  to  his  lodging  in  New  Aberdeen. 

Monday  the  8th  of  April,  our  town's  people  were  eommaoded 
to  muster  in  the  links.  The  marquis  viewed  them,  and  saw 
them  a  silly  weak  people,  wanting  arms ;  albeit  he  resolved  to 
take  thirty-five  persons  and  arm  them  bioMelf,  but  yet  he  took 
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not  one  nan  out  of  ibe  Oldtown.  TberoRfter  he  went  ont  to  tlie 
bridge  of  Dee,  and  caused  big  up  tafegnarde  at  ilk  end  of  the 
said  bridge,  to  no  purpose. 

Upon  Toesday  the  Mh  of  April,  Jtames  Grant,  with  his  high- 
Umdmen,  and  diverse  companies  of  lowlandmen,  were  sent  out 
to  plunder  and.spoilzie  the  place  of  Kemnay,  pertaining  some* 
time  to  nmqnhile  sir  Thomas  Crombie,  a  fiuthfnl  servant  to  the 
honse  of  Huntly,  and  to  his  name,  where  they  brake  up  gates 
and  doors,  gat  mz  thousand  merks  of  money,  spoilzied  and  de* 
stroyed  the  haill  plenishing,  plundering  his  girtiels  and  ground 
rigorously.  They  did  the  like  to  Pitto&e,  plundering  sheep  off 
Bennochie,  and  the  grounds  and  lands  of  Mounie,  pertaining  to  ' 
Mr.  Rdliert  Farquhar,  and  through  the  country  they  went,  plun- 
dering likewise  arms  and  horse  wheresoever  they  could  be  gotten, 
to  the  wreck  and  hairship  of  the  land  ;  following  the  Covenanters^ 
footsteps,  that  began  the  plundering  in  Scotland. 

About  this  time,  there  was  found  swimming  upon  the  loeh  of 
Aberdeen,  powder  rolled  in  balls,  which  had  been  casten  there, 
lest  the  marquis  should  have  got  the  samen.  Great  trial  was 
made,  but  none  of  the  persons  found. 

Word  came  also  of  a  bloody  battle  fougfaten  upon  the  14th  of 
March,  betwixt  the  king's  men  and  our  Scots  army,  where  we 
had  the  worst,  and  that  the  marquis  of  Argyll  had  leit  the 
army,  and  come  by  sea  to  Edinburgh. 

There  were  parties  sent  down  to  Banff  and  Buchan,  where 
Auchnagatt,  pertaining  to  the  laird  of  Glenkindy,  his  gimels, 
goods,  and  grounds,  were  pitifully  plundered;  his  brodiery 
Patrick  Strachan  of  Kinaldie,  was  plundered  and  spoilsied  in 
his  b%ging,  victual,  and  all ;  syne  took  himself  prisoner,  and 
liad  him  to  Kelly,  where  he  remained  upon  his  own  expences; 
There  went  down  to  Banff,  the  lairds  of  Gight,  Newtown,  and 
Ardlogie,  with  a  party  of  forty  horse  and  musketeers,  brave 
gentlemen.  They  took  in  the  town  without  contradiction,  med- 
dled with  the  keys  of  the  tolbooth,  took  free  quarters,  and  plun- 
dered all  the  arms  they  could  get,  buff  coats,  pikes,  swords, 
carabines,  pistols,  yea,  and  money  also.  They  took  frae  Ale»- 
ander  Winchester,  one  of  the  baillies,  seven  hundred  merk% 
whilk  he  had  as  one  of  the  collectors  of  the  taxations  and  loan- 
silver  of  Banff;  and  sidike  took  frae  him  four  hundred  merks 
of  his  own  gear;  and  frae  -—  Shand  in  Down,  they  plundered 
some  monies.  They  caused  their  baillies  (for  Dr.  Douglas  their 
provost  had  fled)  and  townnnen  subscribe  and  swear  the  band^ 
denying  the  last  covenant,  and  obliging  them  to  follow  the  king 
and  his  deputes  in  his  service,  as  ye  have  before.  They  took 
also  frae  George  Geddes,  another  of  the  said  four  collectors,  five 
huDcb«d  merks  of  taxation  and  loan-silver ;  and  Gight  keeped  all 
the  monies. 

Thereafter  they  rode  to  Muiresk,  pursued  the  place,  and  being 
rendered,  they  took  the  laird  with  them,  syne  returned  to  Inver- 
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lU&v  wlwre  tliey  nifit  wi&  the  nmrquis^  as  yo  kivo  benafler* 
They  plandored  nothing  out  of  the  earl  Mariwhall's  groimd  in 
Bachan. 

Upon  the  10th  of  April,  the  tnaiqub  eraf«B  the  roll  of  taxA* 
tfam  of  eighteen  thooaand  four  hundred  merks  imposed  by  the 
eetatee  upon  the  town  of  Aberdeen,  from  Bfr.  Patriae  Chalmersy 
thehr  town-olerk,  who  was  loath  to  give  tie  nmen  wiAont  com* 
vand  of  the  council,  but  the  marquis  allediged  he  had  as  good 
right  to  lift  the  samen  as  the  estates,  and  took  order  therewith,  as 
Jre  shall  hear. 

Upon  the  1  Ith  of  April,  be  lap  on  with  eighty  horse,  aad  rode 
horn  Aberdeen  to  Strathboggie.  Upon  Saturday,  he  retmed  to 
AoinBrurie,  where  many  of  his  friends  met  him,  footmen  and 
fa%falandmen ;  the  lairds  of  €Ught,  Newtown,  and  their  com- 
iMUiies  came  there,  and  were  estimate  to  about  two  thmisand 
five  hundred  men,  wha*eof  there  was  four  hundred  horse*  He 
ImisiMd  soikie  €»f  the  Strathboggie  men  uncome  there^  whereupon 
be  directed  M'Ronald  to  go  plunder  and  bring  them  in.  At  this 
•meeting  the  tutor  of  Stnum  came  out  of  Athol  with  about  sixty 
footmen  to  the  marquis ;  he  stayed  at  Inverurie  Saturday  and 
fioikday,  and  lodged  in  umquhile  William  Feif^nsson's  house,  and 
Us  men  were  quartered  within  and  about  tbe  town* 

Upon  Monday  the  16th  of  April,  he  returned,  about  she  hours 
at  even,  to  Aberdeen ;  he  caused  make  some  ensigns,  where  upon 
Ilk  side  was  drathi  a  red  rampant  lion,  having  a  civwn  of  gold, 
aiM»ve  his  head  a  C.  R.  for  Charles  Rex,  having  the  motto^  <<  For 
Bod,  the  king,  and  against  all  traitors  f*  and  beneatfi,  ^  God 
sav^  the  king."  There  were  diverse  others  made  for  the  barons. 
The  marquis  and  his  followers  wore  a  black  tafiata  about  their 
enigf  whilk  was  a  sign  to  fight  to  the  death ;  but  it  proved 
otlierwise. 

Upon  Sunday  the  I4th  of  April  (by  ordinance  of  the  committee 
ef  liie  hark  or  general  assembly  at  Edinburgh)  the  marquis  of 
Huntly,  the  laird  of  Drum,  younger,  Robert  Irvine,  his  btoChor, 
die  laurd  of  Haddo,  the  laird  of  Shethin,  the  hurd  of  'Hbbertie, 
•Thomas  Hay,  servitor  to  Haddo,  and  Afr.  James  Kennedy,  se- 
•retary  to  the  marquis,  were  all  excommunicate  at  St.  Griles'  kirk 
in  Edinburgh,  and  ordained  the  next  ensuing  Sunday  to  be  ex- 
communicate (although  Pascli-day)  throughout  aU  the  rest  of  the 
kirks  of  Scotland. 

This  is  to  be  noted,  that  ibis  committee  of  the  Idrk,  without 
(Station,  probation,  process,  or  sentence,  according  to  their  own 
diaoipline  of  kirk,  went  on  most  maliciously  to  excommmieate 
tUs  nobleman  and  some  of  his  friends  without  lawful  process  or 
any  reason,  but  for  his  loyalty  to  his  master  the  king,  doing  all 
tiiey  could  to  make  him  odious  in  the  sight  of  the  people ;  but  the 
marquis  wisely  beheld  all.  See  the  very  act  of  the  commiltee  of 
liM  general  assembly  made  diereanent. 

Upon  Tuesday  tm  16th  of  April,  the  marquis  caused  cany  to 
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Stnilhbi«pe  tMro  ^  John  Aadenon's  dnp  QtMrHMtMOo  bImIh 
iMi  wafi  aaid,  luid  that  aunen  day  convdeiiM  ike  touncil  of  Abcort- 
de«i  and  haill  inhabitants,  commanding  them,  againflt  Satorday 
next  to  ptovide  then:  taxation  of  fourteen  thoasaad  firair  hnndied 
merkfl.  The  baiUiea  anewered,  the  pec^e  wiHild  in  nowiw  pay 
the  aemen,  ezeqpt  they  themeeWes  gave  their  band  totlie  toim-s 
people  to  wenrant  theA  from  paying  of  the  mmexk  orer  agaiiii 
which  they  said  they  could  not  do,  ae  a  matter  tending,  to  their 
wreck,  if  the  town  were  put  at  again  by  the  estates.  The  mar* 
qois  answered,  if  the  town  would  reorive  two  hundred  and  fifty 
■oldieie,  and  further  ae  necessity  required,  upon  free  quarters^ 
and  they  to  be  paid  out  of  the  common  good  fin:  their  eMiertain* 
asent,  be  would  hohl  them;  wherennto  the  town  eondesoendadi 
thinking  it  the  best  way,  rather  than  to  pay  out  the  taiatinn  ^ 
together.  So  they  gat,  upcm  the  ISth.of  April,  two  hundred  and 
forty  soldiers  on  free  quarters,  and  tfaerealter,  upon  the  34th  of 
Apnl,  two  hundred  and  eighty  more,  making  in  the  haill»  fiat, 
hundred  and  twenty  soldim,  whilk  the  treasurer  of  Aberdeen 
gat  oompt  o{,  to  sustain  upon  free  quartern.  The  said  treaeacsr 
of  Aberdeen  was  commanded  to  pay  the  ehaiges  of  thir  soldiers 
to  the  town's  people  who  entertained  them,  besides  the  marqpk 
entertaining  upon  his  own  expences  his  own  men  of  StaitUbeggie^ 
Stiathayen,  and  Enzie.  Likewise  the  burrows  eostained  tMr 
own  men  whom  they  had  brought. in,  and  ilk  gentleman  frec^ 
hoUer  did  the  like  as  long  as  their  monies  lasted ;  and  when  they 
wanted,  they  were  forced  to  take  free  quarters  with  the  rest  in 
Aberdeen.  The  marquis  himself  debursed  above  five  hundred 
mcorka  daily  upon  his  own  soMiers,  which  drew  to  much  money* 
whtf  eof  it  is  said  he  had  about  one  hundred  thousand  pouncb 
when  he  began,  lying  beside  him  in  ready  money,  which  shortly 
was  consumed. 

The  .town  of  Aberdeen  began  to  repent  them  of  their  bargain, 
thinking  it  better  to  have  paid  the  taxation  than  to  sustain  sot- 
4iers  duly  aa  they  came  in  upon  free  quarters,  if  they  continued 
long. 

However,  the  marquis  was  forced  ta  take  Aberdeen  as  the 
fittest  part  for  his  rendeavous,  and  for  their  better  ease,  daily 
aent  out  parties  to  plunder  gimels  of  those  who  would  not  come 
in  to  him ;  amongst  whom,  the  laird  of  Lesly's  gimek  in  Ban?- 
chory,  and  the  laird  of  Udny's  gimels,  such  as  was  left  unearned 
to  Urie  was  i^Umdered  out  of  !ESinchory,  and  this  was  done  upon 
the  16thof  AjHriL 

There  was  found  yearded  in  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar's  cloee^ 
two  fine  brazen  fiecea,  pertaining  to  the  lord  Sinclair,  whilk  the 
marquis  meddled  with  about  tUa  time  in  Aberdeen,  and  waa 
ghid  of  the  getting  thereof. 

Tuesday  die  Ifith.  of  April  was  the  day  of  the  previnoial  aer 
semUy  at  Aberdeen ;  but  the  miniaters  in  thir  trouUesome  times 
durst  not  keep  the  aamen,  for  fiear  of  plundering  ihmr  horse ;  but 
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soeli  of  the  Ifrediren  as  etmremei  eontfinued  tU«  noBBHiMy  to 
Tuesday  the  14th  of  May,  whilk  was  kept,  as  ye  may  see  after. 

There  came  word  to  Aberdeen  upon  Wednesday  the  17th  of 
April,  that  the  lord  Elcho  was  come  to  Dundee,  wiA  eight  han- 
tfanNl  Fifemen;  that  the  earls  of  Kinghom  and  Southesk  and 
others  had  raised  eight  hundred  men ;  that  the  mar()«is  of  Ar- 
gyll had  raised  out  of  Perthshire  eight  hundred  men ;  and  that 
tiiere  was  coming  out  of  Argyll  one  thousand  men ;  by  and  attoor 
eight  himdred  men  coming  out  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  earl  of 
Lotiiian  and  laird  of  Lauder's  r^ments ;  and  that  the  eari  M»- 
risehall  and  Tiscount  Arbuthnot  had  raised  out  of  the  Meams 
five  hundred  men,  and  were  drawing  hastily  to  an  head  against 
the  marquis  of  Huntly,  his  friends  and  followers ;  and  that  there 
were  committees  daily  at  Forfar  for  Angus,  and  at  Fordoun  for 
the  Meams,  whilk  over  truly  came  to  pass;  but  the  marquis 
seemed  to  take  little'  heed  thereof,  albeit  his  kin  was  more  for- 
wardly  set,  whereupon  followed  sorrow,  shame,  and  skaitlu 

Now  the  marqms  being  informed  of  this  preparation,  caused 
warn  by  sound  of  trumpet  at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  all  sueh  as 
had  gotten  his  protection  to  meet  him  at  Inverurie  the  184h  of 
April ;  with  certification  his  protection  should  be  null.  He  ap» 
pointed  major  Hay,  with  some  troops  and  foot,  to  keep  Aber- 
deen, and  upon  the  foresaid  17th  of  April  rides  from  Abwdeen 
to  Inverurie ;  his  goodson,  Alexander  Irvine,  younger  of  Drum, 
with  about  forty  horse,  followed  him  in  the  afternoon.  He  rode 
through  the  Oldtown,  having  two  colours,  one  having  the  king's 
arms,  the  other  having  the  Irvine's  arms;  the  marquis  at  his 
lighting  caused  quarter  his  men  tho-e  conveened  at  Inverurie^ 
Kintore,  and  Muchalls.  Himself  stayed  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day at  umquhile  William  Fergusson's  house  in  Inverurie;  he  di- 
rected out  Donald  Farquharson,  M^Ronald  the  tutor  of  Stroan, 
with  their  followers  and  some  lowland  footmen,  and  about  two 
hundred  and  forty  persons,  to  attend  some  hwse  troops  going 
upon  an  expedition  into  Angus,  and  so  left  Inverurie  and  oame 
back  again  to  Aberdeen  upon  Friday  the  19th  of  April. 

Upon  Saturday,  he  caused  drill  up  in  the  links  such  men  as 
he  had  within  the  town,  estimate  to  about  an  hundred  and  sixty 
horse^  and  betwixt  seven  and  eight  hundred  foot ;  and  about  four 
afternoon,  the  marquis  returned  from  the  links  to  the  town, 
and  immediately  thereafter,  Alexander  Irvine,  younger  of  Drum, 
Robert  Irvine,  his  brothar  (who  had  engaged  themselves  in  this 

business  against  their  fiither's  will,  as  was  said)^  Gordon  of 

Gight,  younger;  John  Gordon,  his  fiither's  brother;  Jdm  Gor- 
don of  Ardloggie ;  major  Nathaniel  Gordon ;  '  Urquhart  of 
Craighouse ;  William  Innes  of  Tibbertie ;  Alexander  Irvine  of 
Kincausie,  and  some  others,  rode  that  samen  night  out  of  Aber- 
deen up  Dee-side,  about  seventy-two  horse^  oommandeflrs  and  alL 
They  save  orden  to  the  footmen  foresaid,  and  upon  Monday  Ae 
88d  <»  April,  they  past  all  over  Dee,  intending  only  to  go  to 
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MQiiir09e»  and  take  tlie  two  bnoea  eartovr»  lyis^  tliem>  whUk 
was  moat  dangerooa  and  de^erate  in  reepect  of  a  gatheriiig  of 
Fordoun  and  another  at  Forfar,  and  others  before  specified. 
However,  forward  they  went,  being  of  all  foot  and  horse  about 
three  hundred  men,  and  upon  Wednesday  the  24th  of  April,  by 
two  hours  in  the  morning,  with  sound  of  trumpet  they  came  to 
.the  town,  who  had  set  on  fires  in  their  steefAe,  to  waken  the 
country,  and  were  in  arms  themselves,  and  rang  the  comiyioa 
bell ;  but  all  for  nought.  They  boldly  entered  Montrose,  dang 
tbe  town's  people  from  the  causey  to  their  houses,  who  out  of 
their  forestairs  shot  desperately,  but  they  were  forced  to  vield 
by  many  fearful  shots  shot  against  them,  where  unhappily  Alex- 
ander Paterson,  one  of  their  baillies,  was  slain,  some  say  by  Na* 
thaniel  Gordon,  others  hold  by  a  highlandman,  whom  the  baillie 
also  slew.  Thereafter,  it  was  said,  they  intended  to  ship  tbir 
cartows  in  a  ship  lying  in  Montrose  water,  pertaining  to  Aleoi- 
ander  Burnett,  his  son,  who  happened  to  be  there,  and  had.  pro- 
mised no  less,  being  an  Anti-covenanter ;  but,  by  this  Burnett's 
knowledge,  James  Scot,  now  provost  of  Montrose,  with  certain 
of  his  neighbours,  had  quietly  convoyed  themselves,  with  their 
4best  goods,  into  die  said  ship.  When  she  b^;an  to  float,  she 
draws  near  the  shore,  where  young  Drum  and  his  men  were 
thinking  to  ship  thir  cartows,  according  to  Alexander  Burnett's 
promise  foresaid,  and  to  have  had  them  about  by  sea  to  Aber- 
deen ;  but  far  by  their  expectation  this  ship  shot  five  or  six  pieoes 
.  of  ordnance  desperately  amongst  them,  with  about  forty  muskets* 
.  where,  by  the  great  providence  of  God,  there  was  but  only  two 
.men  kiUed,  and  some  hurt.  Drum  seeing  this,  they  retired 
themselves,  brake  the  wheels  of  the  cartows,  for  more  they  could 
not  do ;  yet  break  them  they  might,  and  throw  them  over',  the 
shore  to  make  them  unserviceable;  but  they  were  brought  to 
Aberdeen,  as  ye  have  hereafter. 

Drum  returns  to  the  town  and  begins  to  break  up  merchants' 
booths,  plunder  and  cruelly  spoilzie  rich  merchandise,  cloatl^ 
silks,  velvets,  and  other  costly  wares,  silver^  gold,  and  silver 
work,  arms,  and  other  things,  whereat  the  highlapdfnen  were 
not  slow.  They  brake  up  a  pipe  of  Spanish  wine,  i^d  diiiank 
.  heartily ;  they  took  Patrick  Leighton^  late  provost,  and  Andrew 
Gray,  prisoners ;  they  left  Montrose  in  a  woful  case  about  after- 
noon, and  that  samen  night  went  to  Cortachie,  to  meet  with  the 
.earl  of  Airly,  who  hearing  of  the  marquis  of  Argyll's  coi^ng, 
would  not  give  them  entry,  contrary  to  their  expectation.  They 
returned  therefrae  to  Aberdeen ;  but  by  the  way  there  was  taken 
thirty-two  highlandmen,  some  say  fifty-two,  who  had  unwisdy 
bidden  behind  the  rest,  plundering  the  Montjr ose  goods,  and  were 
taken  and  shackled  and  sent  to  Edinburgh,  to  pay  for  dieir 
faults.  Major  Gordon  came  back  to  Aberdeen  upon  Sunday  the 
28th  of  April,  and  young  Drum  went  to  the  place  thereof,  t<>,see 
his  lady.     Patrick  Leighton  and  Andrew  Gray  came  i|^  with  ma- 
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jar  Govlon,  wliodeelftred  the  great  Ibroes  fiiat  was  gatherinfy  atid 
that  the  marquis  of  Argyll  warn  come  to  Dunotter  quietly,  whilk 
was  over  true.  It  is  here  to  be  noted,  that  notwithetanding'  the 
many  shots  shot  within  the  town  and  out  of  the  dhip^  yet  it  pleas- 
ed God  that  few  was  killed  of  Drum's  side,  except  two  or  diree 
persons ;  marrellous  to  see  !---and  as  few  to  the  other  side,  except 
Alexander  Paterson,  baillie,  who  waa  shot  by  Nathaniel  Gordon. 
Their  intention  was  to  hare  shipped  the  cartows  within  the  fore^ 
said  ship,  to  be  brought  about  when  she  came  with  her  loa£ng 
to  Ab^deen,  but  they  got  a  cruel  assault,  and  were  mightily 
disappointed.  The  tutor  of  Struan,  with  some  highlandmen, 
did  orave  service  with  their  short  guns.  It  is  said  that  Drum 
caused  raise  fire  two  several  times  in  Montrose,  yet  major  Gor- 
don  still  quenched  and  put  out  the  samen. 

After  this  ungodly  and  grievous  oppression,  the  young  laird  of 
Drum  returned,  as  I  have  said,  not  wiUi  the  body  of  a  well-go- 
vemed  army,  as  he  went  on,  but  ilk  ane  after  another  stragg^ 
ling ;  and  upon  Saturday  the  27ih  of  April  he  came  to  Aber- 
deen, where  the  marquis  was  lying  still,  to  his  great  unhap, 
shame,  and  disgrace. 

Ye  heard  of  the  marquis  of  Argyll's  coming  to  Dunotter.  He 
<«me  qmetly,  with  about  thirty-two  horse,  upon  the  26th  of 
April,  attending  there  the  coming  of  the  Perthshire  men,  and  of 
Ae  earl  of  Lothian  and  laird  of  Lare's  r^ment  coming  out  of 
Ireland,  of  whom  ye  shall  hear  more  shortly.  The  lord  Forbes 
wid  the  master  of  Forbes,  his  son,  sir  Wilfiam  Forbes  of  Craigie- 
vwr,  Alexander  Straehan  of  Olenkindy,  Forbes  of  Echt,  Skene 
of  that  ilk,  FetheB  of  Lesly,  Calder  of  Asloun,  Forbes  of  Tol- 
quhdn,  Forbes  of  Wat^*town,  John  Kennedy  of  Kermuck,  For- 
bes, tutor  of  Pitsligo,  and  sundry  others,  such  as  Andrew  lord 
FrasM*,  Fraser  of  PhUorth,  and  sir  William  Forbes  of  Mony- 
musk,  who  had  tane  themselves  to  strengths,  come  now  to  the 
fields ;  Imt  Ae  lord  Forbes,  master  of  Forbes,  Oaigievar,  Glen- 
Mndy,  Eoht,  Skene^  and  some  othera,  went  to  the  committees 
0t  Angus  and  Meams  before  the  coming  of  Argyll,  and  the  rest 
kept  their  houses. 

Upon  Sunday  the  21st  of  April,  the  marquis  heard  sermon  in 
<Nd  Aberdeen  before  and  after  noon,  <fined  in  George  Middle- 
iMMi^s.  There  came  over  a  guard  out  of  the  town,  about  sixty 
musketeers,  with  prisoners,  and  two  colours,  a  drum  and  a  bag- 
pipe. They  attended  the  marquis'  lodging,  syne  returned  back, 
wd  the  marquis  following  upon  horseback  to  Aberdeen. 

John  Kennedy  of  Kermuck,  a  main  Covenanter,  was  in  April 
first  piondered  by  Robert  Irvine,  the  laird  of  Drum's  son,  where 
his  best  horse  and  some  arms  were  taken  fraehim ;  thereafter  sir 
John  Gordon  of  Haddo  plundered  seme  work-horse  irae  his  poor 
tenmits.  He  would  eat  none  of  Kermuck's  meat,  but  bade  with 
Mr.  Andrew  Leaeh,  minister,  ate  at  his  table,  and  lay  in  the 
place  of  Kermuck  all  night.      His  soldiers  lay  in  Elton,  who 
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got  UMt  firoot  the  placis  wsad  0U9i  m  a  little  staok  of  Inmut  fer 
their  honeiBeii.  They  alayed  there  twenfy-foor  hoiir%  syne 
rode  their  ways. 

Patrick  Strachan  of  Kinaldie  at  this  aameii  time  wae  plunder- 
ed and  taae  captire,  syne  had  to*  Kelly,  heoaose  he  woald  not 
pay  the  said  sir  John  Gordon  a  fine ;  but  frae  Kdly  he  was 
trnnsported  to  Towie,  where  he  fairly  wan  away. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  24th  of  April,  the  marquis  sent  sir  John 
Turing  of  Foveran  quietly  to  Dunott^r,  commissioner  to  the  earl 
MariBchalL    He  upon  the  mom  returned  timeously  to  the  mar- 

r'  I,  with  an  answer  not  to  his  contentment,  whilk  hred  a  sud^ 
alteration. 

Now  nothing  but  plundering  of  poor  men's  work-horses,  and 
forced  to  redeem  their  own  beasts  back  again  by  payment  of  miK 
ney,  and  glad  to  get  them  so.  There  was  a  naig  plundered  frae 
the  parson  of  Belhelvie,  and  another  frae  the  chamberlain* 

Alexander  Gordon  of  Prasmoir  leaves  the  marquis'  service^ 
and  goes  to  the  lord  Gordon,  who  had  few  before  of  die  name  of 
Gordon,  except  James  Gordon  of  Rothemay  and  John  Gordon 
of  Park,  and  was  about  thirty -two  horse  in  all  his  company* 
This  Alexander  Gordon  n^as  married  to  provost  Patrick  Lesly's 
daughter,  who  wrought  upon  the  lord  Gordon  and  some  others 
to  get  the  prisoners  out  of  Auchindown,  by  whose  persuasion  he 
rides  and  charges  -*-«  Gordon  of  Biricenbum,  captain  of  Auch- 
indown, to  render  him  the  house,  because  his  father  the  mai^uis 
was  fled  and  away.  He  answered,  he  had  no  warrant  from  Urn 
to  render  his  house,  and  while  he  saw  himself  he  would  keep  it^ 
and  shortly  shot  out  some  hagbutts,  and  brake  ground  before 
him,  but  did  no  more  sl^th ;  whereupon  the  lord  (Gordon  loft  the 
house.     This  happened  upon  the  —  day  of  April. 

The  earls  of  Montrose,  Crawford,  Nithsdale,  Traquair*  Kin-« 
noul,  Carnwarth,  the  viscount  of  Aboyn,  and  lord  Ogilvie, 
came  with  a  company  of  horse  and  foot  to  Dumfries  in  this 
samen  month  of  Apnl,  but  did  no  vassalage,  and  upon  their 
own  reasons  hastened  back  to  Carlisle.  In  the  meantime,  James 
Lesly,  son  to  John  Lesly  of  Pitcaple,  —  Ruthven,  and  other 
three  gentlemen  sitting  carelessly  drinking  behind  the  company 
in  Dumfries,  were  suddenly  taken,  had  to  Edinburgh,  and 
straitly  warded  in  the  tolbooth  thereof,  but  they  were  relieved 
afterwards. 

Upon  Saturday  afternoon  the  27th  of  April,  there  was  forty- 
four  soldiers  pertaining  to  William  Seton  of  Shethin,  Mr*  Jamef 
Bttchan  of  Auchmaooy,  and  James  Seton  of  Pitmedden,  who 
lay  in  Aberdeen  till  Wednesday  thereafter,  upon  the  charges  of 
the  poor  Oldtown  people. 

Sunday  the  28th  of  April,  the  marquis  heard  devotion  in  014 
Aberdeen,  dined  in  George  Middleton's  house,  wrote  missive 
letters  in  the  time  of  the  afternoon's  sermon.     He  had  a  guard 
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with  one  colour  attending  opon  him,  bat  tidthn*  dmm  nor  ]npe, 
as  before.     He  retomed  back  to  Aberdeen  to  his  lod^ng. 

Upon  Monday  the  29th  of  April,  the  marqoia'  fnen&  b^;in 
to  grudge  and  murmur  at  hie  delays,  seeing  his  enemies  grow  to 
a  great  number,  and  his  forces  daily  decreasing  and  growing 
fewer  and  fewer,  and  desired  him  hastily  to  go  to  Angus  and 
the  Mearns,  and  break  their  forces,  otherwise  they  were  all  lost. 
He  heard  all,  and  went  to  a  council  of  war,  where  the  marquis 
alledged,  if  he  should  leare  Aberdeen  and  go  to  the  Mearns,  then 
he  was  sure  the  Forbeses  and  Erasers,  and  other  Covenanters, 
should  come  in  and  take  in  the  town,  and  follow  him  hard  at  the 
heels  to  the  Mearns*,  to  his  seeing  peril  and  great  danger ;  and 
he  declared  he  had  reason  to  delay,  in  respect  of  Ids  hopes, 
whilk  was  now  likely  to  deceive  him ;  for  first  he  was  informed 
most  credibly  by  his  own  servant,  John  Gordon  (alias  John  of 
Berwick),  that  his  majesty  should  have  a  commission  at  him  for 
raising  of  arms  before  he  should  rise.  2d,  That  his  majesty 
should  have  an  army  in  Scotland  before  the  last  of  March,  for 
his  fiirther  assurance ;  whilk  the  said  John  Grordon  by  his  great 
oath  told  'him,  because  he  durst  not  carry  letters  out  of  England 
to  him,  lest  they  should  be  intercepted.  Sd,  He  had  hopes  of 
the  lord  Forbes  and  his  vassals  of  diat  name,  and  diverse  other 
,  lords  and  earls,  south  and  north,  to  have  risen  as  soon  as  he 
rose,  whereupon  he  lay  still,  attending  their  rising.  4th,  The 
good  opinion  of  the  country  people,  both  in  burrow  and  land, 
grievously  groaning  under  the  tyranny  of  the  estates,  lifting  men, 
money,  horse,  levy-money,  arms,  excises,  and  such  like  cruel- 
ties, to  their  unspeakable  sorrow.  Upon  thir  reasons,  he  said, 
he  had  too  rashly  engaged  himself  and  his  friends,  whilk  he  pe^ 
ceived  had  clearly  fidlen  out,  and  they  had  failed  him,  ana  he 
knew  well  that  he  and  his  friends  were  not  able  to  give  battle  to 
the  invincible  army  coming  against  him,  taking  Gkxl  to  witness 
it  was  sore  against  his  will,  and  if  he  could  see  the  least  spark 
of  likelihood  of  outgate,  he  should  bide  it  to  the  last  man.  His 
friends  hearing  this  discourse  (whilk  was  most  true)  became  sor- 
rowful ;  however,  they  fdl  upon  the  next  best  course,  whilk 
was,  seeing  they  were  unable  to  give  battle,  that  the  marquis 
should  hold  his  friends  together,  go  with  a  fleeing  army,  wait 
upon  the  wings  of  the  enemy's  forces,  live  upon  their  enemies' 
country  goods,  and  in  the  time  of  need  draw  to  Strathboggie, 
Auchindown,  or  the  Bog,  to  the  wearying  of  the  enemy,  and 
bide  a  better  fortune,  if  any  help  should  come  from  the  king  for 
their  relief.  This  council  was  approved,  and  because  the  south- 
land armv  was  at  hand,  they  resolved  to  meet  at  Strathboggie 
with  all  the  forces  they  could  make.  But  major  Nathaniel  Gor* 
don,  who  was  rebuked  for  the  herring  prize,  as  ye  heard  before, 
miscontented  with  this  course,  quits  the  marquis'  service,  and 
goes  to  the  lord  Gordon,  who  would  not  hear  of  him,  and  so  he 
lived  by  himself,  of  whom  ye  may  see  hereafter. 
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'  Upon  Tuesday  tbe  90th  of  April,  the  ttarqnis  of  Huntly  wem 
informed  that  his  sod  the  lord  Gordon  was  at  the  town  of  Banff, 
gfowing  to  an  head ;  Aerefore  he  lifts  John  Anderson's  two  ctat- 
pieces,  and  the  two  Imiasen  pieces  found  in  Mr.  Robert  Far<- 
qahar's  dose,  and  sent  them  to  Strathboggie,  and  immediately 
goes  to  horse  for  Banff;  but  his  son  had  no  such  intention  as  to 
grow  to  an  head  against  him. 

Upon  the  1st  of  May,  Andrew  Gray  was  sent  bach  frae  Aber^ 
deen  to  Montrose,  haill  and  sound;  but  Patrick  Leigh  ton  was 
fitent  to  Auchindown,  to  bide  with  our  Aberdeen's  prisoners ;  and 
herewith  sir  George  Gordon  of  Gight,  Alexander  Irvine,  young- 
er of  Drum,  Robert  Irvine,  his  brother,  with  about  sixty  horse, 
rode  through  the  Oldtown  with  new  white  lances  in  their  hands 
to  StrathliMDggie.  The  marquis  left  all  his  friends  in  Aberdeen 
when  he  rode  to  Banff,  under  great  fear,  as  they  had  cause. 
From  Banff  he  goes  to  Strathboggie,  where  his  friends  meet  him, 
and  was  a  brave  company,  about  three  hundred  horse  and  fifteen 
hundred  foot 

Upon  the  8th  day  of  May,  sir  John  Gordon  of  Haddo,  Alex- 
ander Irvine  of  Drum,  younger,  sir  Greorge  Gordon  of  Gight, 
and  the  principal  of  his  friends  there,  deal  with  the  marquis  to 
give  orders  for  his  flying  army.  He  changes  resolution,  seeing 
he  was  not  able  to  give  battle.  It  was  said,  they  answered, 
*<We  have  shewn  ourselves  foolishly,  and  will  leave  the  fields 
shamefully ;  we  thought  never  better  of  it."  Young  Drum  staid 
the  marquis  once  or  twice  well  roughly  ungone  to  horse,  whereat 
he  was  offended.  Now  thir  gentlemen  parts  with  sore  hearts, 
and  whereupon  meiUe  sorrow  followed  thereafter.  The  marquis 
rides  in  anger  upon  the  morn  to  Ardclacb,  where  he  was  all 
night.  Upon  the  mom,  whilk  was  the  7th  of  May,  he  rides  to 
Auchindown,  and  immediately  sets  Patrick  Lesly,  provost,  Mr. 
Robert  Farquhar,  Alexander  and  John  Jaffrays,  and  the  said 
Patrick  Leighton,  to  liberty;  who  came  to  Aberdeen  with 
greater  credit  than  they  were  taken  out  of  it.  He  seeks  about 
for  his  own  safety,  and  bides  quietly  in  Auchindown. 

Ye  heard  how  the  marquis  of  Huntly  had  left  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  many,  upon  the  last  of 
April,  leaving  his  haill  iriends  within  the  town  in  great  fear  and 
melancholy  of  a  southland  army  to  come  shortly,  as  it  did ;  for 
upon  Thursday  thereafter,  the  2d  of  May,  there  came  to  Aberdeen 
the  lord  Burleigh  and  lord  Elcho  with  the  men  of  Fife ;  ■ 
with  the  Perthshire  men;  the  earl  Marischall  and  lord  Arbuthnot 
with  the  men  of  the  Meams;  the  earl  of  Kinghorn  and  lord 
Carnegie  with  the  Angus  men.  There  came  out  of  thir  four 
shires  about  the  number  of  two  thousand  foot,  and  four  hundred 
horsey  besides  baggage,  men  and  horses;  they  were  well  furnish- 
ed  with  ammunition,  powder,  match,  ball,  muskets,  carabines, 
pikes,  swords,  colours  carrying  this  motto,  ^'  For  the  covenant, 
religion,  the  crown,  and  the  kingdom,"  with  pistols,  putterlings, 
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and  otBer  ardis;  ilk  MT«rAl  cooofpatiy  hul  Iheir  oaptbins  aftd 
commanderB,  with  their  trumpeters  and  drumai  Thev  came  all 
ia  good  order  of  battle,  terrible  to  their  eoemies,  aad  joyfid  to 
their  friends ;  tlwy  took  up  their  rendeavous  in  the  link%  and 
beyond  the  water  of  Torry,  and  led  open  their  own  provicioQ, 
which  was  carried  with  them. 

The  marqais  of  Argyll,  who  had  come  to  Donotter,  as  ye  have 
heard  before,  rides  therefrae  to  the  place  of  Drum,  with  about 
four  hundred  horse,  and  came  not  into  Aberdeen  with  the  real 
of  the  army.  The  earl  Marischall  came  not  in  neither  with  the 
Meams  men,  but  was  with  Argyll,  aad  f<^llowed  him  to  Dnmu 
There  came  also  to  him  the  earl  of  Lothian,  and  laird  of  Lare'a 
regiment  out  of  Ireland,  about  five  hundred  brave  soldiers.  Sir 
Alexander  Irvine  of  Drum  was  not  at  home,  when  Argyll  and 
the  rest  came,  but  his  lady  and  his  good-daughter,  lady  Mary 
Gordon,  and  sister's  daughter  to  ArgyU,  were  present.  He  and 
his  company  were  all  made  welcome,  aceordug  to  the  time ; 
there  was  other  five  hundred  soldiers  coming  out  of  Argyll  to  him 
also ;  by  and  attour  the  haill  north  was  at  his  command*  He 
caused  shortly  put  the  ladies  to  the  yetts,  their  haill  men  aer- 
vants  and  women  servants  also.  The  ladies  came  out  with  two 
gray  plaids,  and  gat  two  work  naigs,  which  bore  them^  into 
Aberdeen.  Thir  runnagate  Irish. soldiers  thereafter  fell  to,  and 
pitifully  plundered  and  abused  this  noble  house. 

Now,  at  the  incoming  of  this  army  to  Aberdeen,  the  Cove- 
nanters were  no  less  blydi  nor  the  Anti*coveBanters  were  woe; 
for  the  one  faction  cropped  the  causey  courageously,  pridefully, 
and  disdainfully ;  the  other  faction  was  forc^  to  walk  humUy, 
and  suffer  the  pride  of  their  town's  neighbours,  who  rejoiced  ia 
their  misery.  Some  fled  the  town,  others  conveyed  their  geoda 
out  of  the  way,  and  ilk  Anti-covenanter  did  for  himself  the  best 
way  he  could.  Howsoever,  this  army,  foot  and  horse,  highland 
and  lowlandmen,  and  Irish  regiment,  was  estimate,  bag  and 
ba^age,  to  be  about  six  thousand  men ;  nnhaj^ily  raised  by  the 
unfortunate  marquis  of  Huntly's  rising,  to  tfa|e  great  hurt  and 
wreck  of  the  north  parts,  as  after  ye  sludl  hear,  and  yet  nowise 
the  marquis'  fitult,  as  ye  heard  before. 

Ye  heard  of  the  marquis  of  Argyll's  coming  to  Dram,  and  of 
the  earl  Marischall's  coming  to  hun,  and  of  the  Irish  regiaieot} 
whilk  regiment  lived  upon  the  laird  of  Drum's  victual  and  geods. 
The  marquis  shortly  removed  the  two  ladies,  and  shut  them  out 
at  the  yetts  per  force  (aUxdt  the  young  lady  was  his  own  aialer's 
daughter)  with  two  gray  plaids  about  their  heads.  Thdr  haill 
servants  were  also  put  to  the  yett,  but  the  ladies  came  in  apon 
tw4  wark  naigs,  in  a  pitiful  manner,  to  New  AberdcMi,  and 
took  their  lodging  in  the  goodwife  of  Auchluncart's  lodging,  then 
dwelling  in  the  town.  ^Hien  the  Irish  soldiers  fell  to  and  plmiH 
dered  the  place  of  Drum,  wherein  was  store  of  insight  {denish- 
ing  and  timber  work ;  they  killed  and  destroyed  the  bestaal,  oolt» 
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4iMp,  and  Inne,  for  tlieir  mest ;  tkey  Inuke  np  girneU,  wLere 
Ihey  had  meal  and  malt.  They  found  yerded  in  the  yard  of 
Drtim  a  trunk  filled  with  silver  wark,  plate,  goldsmith's  wark^ 
jewek,  chains,  rings,  and  other  ornaments  of  great  worth,  and 
estimate  aboat  twenty  thousand  pounds,  whereof  some  was  seen 
in  Aberdeen.  Thus  thir  ladies  being  remored  with  their  ser- 
vants, and  all  things  plundered  by  the  Irish  rogues,  then  the 
marquis  i^fypointed  a  captain  with  fifty  musketeers  of  thir  people 
to  keep  this  house,  and  left  two  pieces  of  ordnance  also  with 
them,  where  they  lived  upon  the  laird's  gimels  and  goods  while 
they  were  removed,  and  others  put  in  dieir  place.  There  was 
following  this  Irish  regiment  about  fifty-one  women,  with  some 
young  children ;  thir  women  were  quartered  in  Old  Aberdeen ; 
lliey  got  nothing  but  house-room,  for  they  received  weekly  out 
of  the  gimels  of  Drum,  ilk  woman  two  pecks  of  meal,  wheregu 
they  lived,  and  was  punctually  brought  to  the  Oldtown  and  paid. 
They  had  a  captain  over  them,  to  see  them  weekly  paid,  and 
ibat  th^  did  no  wrong ;  so  thir  women  remained  in  Old  Aber- 
deen as  long  as  the  men  staid  in  Drum,  and  when  they  removed 
tiherefrae,  diey  removed  out  of  the  Oldtown  without  doing  any 
wvong«  Thus  is  this  ancient  house  of  Drum  opprest,  spoil  ried, 
and  pitifully  plundered,  without  any  fiiult  committed  by  the  old 
iakd  thereof,  but  only  for  his  two  sons  following  the  house  of 
Huntly,  and  as  was  thought  sore  against  his  will  also*  Always 
this  to  be  noted  for  the  marquis  of  Argyll's  first  piece  of  serrice 
in  this  play,  without  love  or  respect  d^  his  sistei^s  daughter,  or 
the  innocence  e{  the  old  laird  of  Drum ;  where  for  a  wlule  I  will 
leave  him,  doubtless  in  grief  and  distress. 

Upon  Saturday  the  4tb  of  May,  the  earl  of  Kinghom  is  esta^ 
bUsbed  governor  in  Aberdeen,  having  a  garrison  to  attend  him ; 
and  about  two  afternoon,  the  army  begins  to  march  out  of  Aber- 
•deen,  and  both  the  towns  sent  out  and  furnished  barrage  horse 
tto  follow  them.  They  had  the  viscount  of  Arbuthnot,  the  lord 
Elohe,  the  lord  Burle^h,  with  other  captains  and  commanders 
•of  good  worth.  There  was  twenty-five  colours,  cart-pieces, 
trumpeters  and  drums  in  good  order ;  they  marched  this  night  to 
Christ's  Green  at  Udny,  where  they  lay. 

And  that  same  4th  of  May,  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  (having  dis- 
tressed the  place  of  Drum,  as  ye  have  heard),  with  the  earl  Mar- 
ischall  and  the  Irish  regiment,  marches  from  the  said  house  to- 
wards Kin  tore  and  Inverurie,  where  provision  was  sent  out  of 
Aberdeen  upon  the  horses  of  both  the  towns,  and  there  they  en- 
eamped*  llie  innocent  old  laird  of  Drum  came  to  thir  lords  in 
•humble  manner,  accompanied  only  with  Mr.  William  Daridson, 
aheriff^depute  of  Abei*deen ;  he  had  some  speeches  with  theny, 
but  found  little  comfort :  at  last  he  took  his  leave,  and  gat  licence 
to  go  to  Frendraught,  where  his  daughter  was  married  with  the 
viscount  of  Frendraught. 

It  iseaid,  while  as  this  army  is  lying  at  Inverurie,  the  marquis 
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of  Argyll  sent  a  trumpeter  with  a  letter  to  the  marquis  of  HoBtlyy 
being  in  Strathbo^e ;  but  what  it  was,  or  what  answer  it  re- 
ceived, I  cannot  tell ;  for  the  young  laird  of  Drum  and  his  bro- 
ther, with  some  few  others,  was  with  him  in  Strathboggie,  with 
whom  he  appeared  very  joyful  all  that  day ;  and  upon  the  mom 
thereafter  he  went  to  Auchindown,  where  I  will  leave  him  a 
little  while. 

Upon  Monday  the  6th  of  May,  the  army  marches  frae  Udny 
towards  the  pUce  of  Kelly,  whereon  there  was  no  roof,  but  the 
walls  strongly  built,  standing  on  a  vault ;  for  the  laird  dwelt  in 
laigh  bigging  beside  the  house,  and  had  fortified  the  walls  with 
feal,  whereby  one  might  stand  and  defend  the  house.  The  laird 
had  some  friends,  tenants,  and  servants  within  the  house»  well 
furnished  with-  meat,  drink,  and  all  other  necessary  provisions, 
^d  store  of  ammunition,  such  as  hagbutts,  muskets,  carabines, 
pikes,  swords,  pistols,  powder,  ball,  and  such  like.  He  caused 
burn  up  his  own  stables,  barns,  byres,  and  other  laigh  bigging, 
lest  the  samen  should  be  a  sconce  or  refuge  to  his  enemies,  and 
at  their  approach  shot  diverse  hagbutts  and  muskets  to^keep  them 
off;  who  was  also  attending  the  coming  of  the  marquis  of  Argyll 
and  earl  Marischall,  who  came  from  Inverurie  to  Kelly,  ac- 
companied with  the  lord  Gordon,  the  lord  Fraaer,  the  master 
of  Forbes,  and  diverse  other  barons,  leaving  his  regiment 
of  Irishes  lying  at  Inverurie.  The  marquis  seeing  this  house 
could  not  be  won  but  by  much  effusion  of  blood,  sends  a  trum- 
peter, summoning  the  laird  of  Haddo  to  render  the  hou^e^ 
otherwise  such  as  would  willingly  come  out  and  yield  should 
have  condition  of  their  lives  and  goods,  and  they  that  should 
stand  out  should  have  no  mercy.  This  charge  seemed  very 
strange ;  and  withal  his  cannoneer,  Walter  Richardson,  lap  the 
walls  of  Kelly,  and  stole  away  to  the  camp,  to  all  their  great 
griefs  that  were  within  the  house.  The  laird  and  the  rest  goes 
to  council,  where  his  men  declared  they  would  bide  by  him, 
providing  he  would  shew  them  a  way  how  to  stand  out,  other- 
wise they  would  rather  yield  now  upon  conditions,  than  yield 
per  force  without  any  conditions.  The  laird  of  Haddo  was  now 
put  to  great  extremity,  and  could  by  no  means  draw  them  from 
their  opinion,  whilk  doubtless  was  their  best;  seeing  a  fearful 
army  before  them,  and  no  kind  of  appearance  of  relief  to  raise 
them ;  neither  was  it  wisdom  to  take  the  keeping  of  a  house 
against  an  army,  except  they  knew  of  relief  by  the  coming  of 
•another  army ;  otherwise  it  is  not  possible  for  any  strength  to 
hold  out  long,  but  at  last  must  yield.  The  laird  of  Haddo  now 
out  of  time  finds  his  own  folly,  and  hastily  hangs  out  a  sign  of 
parley,  and  calls  for  his  young  chief,  the  lord  Gordon,  to  whom 
ne  offers  to  render  his  house,  upon  condition  that  himselfy  bis 
men  and  soldiers  within  the  samen,  should  be  safe  in  their  lives, 
lands,  and  goods,  which  the  lord  Gordon  could  not  get  granted ; 
then  he  sent  for  the  earl  Marischall,  craving  thir  conditions. 
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whilk  was  pkuidy  refiuedi  and  tfae  moat  that  was  gnmted  was 
that  he  should  render  his  house)  come  out  himself  and  his  men 
to  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  and  lords  and  captains  of  the  army, 
and  humbly  submit  Uiemselves,  lives,  lands,  and  goods,  in  the 
will  of  the  estates,  and  order  of  the  army.  This  was  the  most 
the  earl  Marischall  could  work;  albeit  indeed  the  haill  men  wan 
away  safe  and  sound,  except  some  few.  The  laird  of  Haddo 
yields  to  the  earl  Marischall,  being  his  blood-friend,  and  lately 
come  of  his  house,  upon  thir  conditions,  whereat  he  took  some 
exception,  as  was  thought.  Now  thcyetts  are  all  casten  up,  the 
laird  of  Haddo  comes  out,  and  all  his  soldiers  jrields  themselyes, 
their  lands,  lives,  and  goods,  to  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  and  the 
rest  of  the  nobles  and  commanders  of  the  army.  They  kept 
Haddo  in  the  camp,  and  immediately  sends  in  to  the  tolbooth 
John  Logic,  son  of  Mr.  Andrew  Logic,  minister  at  Rajme ; 
John  and  Alexander  Gordon,  sons  to  -»-^  Gordon,  at  the  mill 

of  Kelly ;  Chalmers,  son  to  Alexander  Chalmers  of  Drym- 

ness ;  and  -— ^  Dalgardno,  his  soldiers,  and  quitted  all  the  rest 
to  ffo  home  in  peace.  Then  they  set  in  about  thirtynsix  soldiers 
to  keep  the  place  of  Kelly,  which  they  found  well  furnished  to 
their  hands  with  meat  and  drink,  whereon  they  fed  lustily,  with 
about  an  hundred  and  eighty  chalders  of  victual  in  his  gimels ; 
for  he  had  kept  up  muckle  of  three  years'  rent  for  a  dearth,  and 
now  gat  nothing  for  it.  Stately  was  the  plenishing  within  this 
house,  andpleasant  yards  and  planting  about  the  samen.  Now 
the  soldiers  brake  loose  and  bum  the  haill  tenants'  bigsing  of 
Meilde  Kelly  for  the  most  part,  the  bigging  of  Overhul,  and 
some  part  of  Thombill,  ana  other  bigging.  They  tirred  and 
took  down  the  timber,  and  made  hutts  tHereof,  and  Ukewise  brake 
down  and  cutted  the  pleasant  planting  to  be  hutts,  and  destroyed 
the  green  growing  hedges  out  at  the  ground.  They  entered  to 
the  haill  b^tial,  nolt,  sheep,  and  kine  pertaining  to  the  laird,  on 
his  Mains,  and  his  tenants  there,  wherever  they  could  be  found, 
eat  up  and  destroyed  all.  The  earl  Marischall  himself  meddled 
with  five  or  six  saddle  horses  of  good  worth  pertaining  to  the 
laird  of  Haddo ;  his  haill  arms  within  the  house,  whereof  there 
were  plenty,  were  plundered.  Thare  was  not  a  Idck,  key,  band, 
nor  window  left  unbroken  down  daily  to  the  tenants,  cottars, 
jmd  grassmen,  who  for  fear  of  their  lives  had  fled  here  and  there 
through  the  country  frae  their  dwellings,  and  conveyed  sic  gear 
as  they  could  get  out  of  the  way.  They  break  down  beds,  boards, 
ambries,  and  other  timber-work,  and  made  fire  of  the  samen. 
Thus  is  the  country  on  one  hand  and  the  other  grievouslgf.  op- 
pressed, and  the  people  crying  daily  to  God  for  vengeance  upon 
thir  cruel  Covenanters  for  their  unrighteous  works,  without  au- 
thority of  the  king.  That  house  of  Kelly  was  rendered  upon 
Wednesday  the  8th  of  May,  with  little  siege  and  less  skaitii, 
there  being  but  two  persons  slain  to  the  assailants. 

3  G 
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Tbe  fluraen  night  that  Kelly  vhm  roMbred,  die  ea»p  rede  to 
Oighiy  both  hone  and  foot;  but  the  eamen  was  aleo  rendered 

aien  the  moni)  tbe  9th  <^  May,  br  the  laird  of  Gight,  eldMv 
is  son,  the  young  laird,  escapes  with  two  or  threes  and  being 
well  horsed,  lap  the  park-dykes,  and  wan  safely  away  in  pre- 
sence of  the  soldiers  lying  alM>ut  theplaee,  who  followed,  but 
'eanie  no  speed,  to  their  great  grief.  The  old  laird  is  kept  beside 
'Haddo,  and  his  soldiers  set  at  liberty.  There  was  a  captain 
with  aboot  twenty^four  soldiers  put  in  the  place  <^  Gight,  whilk 
'waawell  provided  with  meat  and  drink  and  other  necessaries, 
and  wherein  there  was  store  of  ammunition,  powder  and  baU» 
with  victual  hi  giraels  abundantly. 

Ye  heard  before  how  Haddo  had  plundered  and  taken  Patrick 
Stiadian,  a  discreet  gentleman,  and  warded  him  in  Kdly. 
-Fifteen  cbys  thereafter  he  sent  him  to  the  place  of  Towie-Bar- 
elay,  which  was  taken  in  by  tbe  marquis  of  Huntly,  and  Hugh 
'GkMrdon  made  captain  over  sixteen  soldiers  appointed  to  be  keepers 
thereof;  but  this  Patrick  Strachan  made  quiet  friendship  amongst 
the  soldiers,  took  the  captain,  and  kept  the  house  manfully  wUle 
4he  army  came,  and  syne  came  bravely  out,  and  gat  his  horse 
fmd  arms  i^in,  whilk  Haddo  had  plundered  from  him. 

Now  as  the  marquis  of  Argyll  is  about  thir  houses,  the  Irish 
regiment  lies  still  at  Inverurie,  of  whom  ye  have  beard  before. 

Upon  their  back  came  to  Cromar-Braes,  Aboyn,  Strachan, 
mad  the  eonntries  about,  eight  hundred  h^hlandmen  of  Argyll- 
shire, where  they  had  an  allowance  ilk  day,  to  be  taken  off  the 
eoantry,  twenty-four  bolls  meal,  an  hundred  and  twenty  wed- 
ders,  and  ^—  maris,  with  mxty  dollars  of  money.  Let  the 
"Wiser  sort  judge  how  this  poor  land  is  sore  imprest,  bv  incoming 
of  thir  armies,  against  the  king's  authority.  But  I  leave  them 
taking  up  thmr  rents  and  monies,  and  living  upon  the  marquis 
joS  Huntly's  lands  in  Cromar,  Glenmuck,  and  Glentanner,  and 
upon  the  laird  of  Drum's  lands  of  Cromar,  Strachan,  and  tbe 
lands  of  Birse,  frae  their  coming,  whilk  was  upon  the  —  day  of 
May,  while  the  3d  day  of  June. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  marquis  of  Huntly's  going  to  Auchin- 
down.  How  soon  he  came  there,  he  set  to  liberty  Patrick 
Lesly,  provost,  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar,  Alexander  and  John  Jaf- 
•frays,  and  Patrick  Leighton  of  Montrose,  upon  Tuesday  tbe 
^th  of  May,  with  greater  credit  than  they  were  taken ;  and 
they»  bljrth  of  this  good  luck,  ca^M  all  riding  through  tbe  Old- 
.town  to  Aberdeen  courageously,  and  lighted  in  the  town  with 
•grea*  joy,  upon  Thursday  the  0th  of  May,  about  eight  hours  at 


Upon  Saturday  the  1 1th  of  May,  the  lord  Gordon  comes  in  to 
Old  Aberdeen,  with  his  own  domesticks,  and  lodeed  in.  Greorge 
Middleton's  house ;  and  upon  the  morrow,  after  the  afternoon's 
sermon,  he  rode  out  of  the  town  again. 
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Upon  Soiiiky  the  ISA  of  May,  Mr.  ^I^Kam  Stni*in,  «ftw 
sermon,  read  oat  of  the  polpit  of  Old  Aberdeea  the  two  aole 
following:-— 

''  When  by  Tuttte  of  a  oonauMiont  dated  •!  fidiolNngh  tbe  16Ui  day  of 
April,  1644,  tlie  CooveiitieD  of  Eitates  has  affwinted  u^  Arduliald  Marqaia 
of  Aigyll,  Sfc  xtaei  oomnaadcr  of  Uie  haill  honeaod  foot  iofce^,  to  W  kviad 
fe  the  iMneteai  rebdUon  an  the  tiortfa,  with  power  aleo  to  ui  to  coaamand  in 
duef  all  oilier  Ibroes  in  the  north  during  this  expedition^  and  to  draw  U(gelher> 
with  the  advice  of  the  Committee  of  Estates  come  along  with  the  army,  the 
haill  i^ndMe  men  in  the  north,  as  we  shall  Ifaiak  fitting  for  the  present  service  s 
We,  therelbre,  aooording  to  thai  commission,  and  with  advice  foresaid,  do 
hereby  i«qnire  all  the  heritors  and  freeholders  whatsoever  {of  what  superior  so* 
efur  they  hold),  within  the  sheriffiiom  of  Aberdeen  apd  Banff,  to  repair  to  the 
town  of  Turriff  against  the  leth  day  of  this  instant  monih  of  May,,  by  tee 
o'dock  in  the  £n«noon,  with  their  best  horses  and  horseman'a  arms,  bringlog 
also  with  them  forty-eight  hours'  provision,  that  by  common  advice  the  hoU 
way  may  be  thought  upon  for  the  peace  and  security  of  this  couaCry :  certify- 
ing by  thir  presents,  all  and  every  heritors  and  freeholders  foresaid  that  shall 
Boe  appear  at  the  day  and  place  foKsaid,  that  they  shsU  be  esteemed  and  used  as 
enemies  to  idigion,  fcing^  and  country;  and  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance 
thereof^  we  ordain  that  thir  presents  be  read  at  all  the  parish  Idrks  of  thir  shires 
on  Sunday  next  the  18th  of  this  instant ;  and  that  every  ministers  end  to  the  ren* 
deavons,  at  the  day  and  place  above-named,  a  roll  of  the  haill  heritors'  and  free- 
holders' names  Within  their  parishes,  with  a  testificate  that  thir  presents  were 
lead  at  their  churches ;  recommending  also  to  the  moderator  of  ilk  presbytery 
srilhin  the  ssid  sheriffdoms,  to  direct  to  the  several  ministers  within  their  pree- 
byteries  an  authentic  double  of  thia  order  of  oun,  with  the  moderator's  testis 
Bonial  deehuing  the  aamen  to  be  such,  that  this  our  order  may  be  the  better 
read  and  published  in  the  aeveral  churches;  and  this  we  require  to  be  diligentlp 
and  carefully  performed  by  all  having  interest,  ss  they  will  be  anawerable  10  die 
pailiament,  convention  of  estates,  thdr  committees,  or  us  their  commissioners  . 
Ar  thisefihct. 

'<  Subscribed  with  our  hand  at  Inverurie,  the  6th  o£  May,  1644. 

CSie  Sub. J  '<  ABGYLL." 

Follows  the  other  act  also  read  out  of  the  pulpit : — 

"  Edinburgh,  IM  April,  1644. 
*'  Forasmiddeas  George  Marquis  of  Huntly,  and  his  adherents  and  fol* 
lowers,  vis.  Alexander  Irvine,  younger  of  Drum  ;  Robert  Irving  his  brother  | 
8ur  John  Gordon  of  Haddo;  William  Seaton  of  Shethin;  William  Inaes  of 
Tibbertie  ;  Mr.  Jsmes  Kennedy,  servitor  to  the  said  Marquii  of  Huntly  ;  and 
Thomas  Hay,  servitor  to  the  said  Sir  John  Gordon,  have  not  only  refused  to 
join  with  this  kirk  and  kingdom  in  the  solemn  league  and  cofenant  for  the  re^ 
Ibrmation  and  defence  of  religion,  the  honour  and  happiness  of  the  Idng,  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  kingdoms  of  Scothind,  England,  and  Ireland;  but  have 
now  also  put  themselves  in  posture  of  war,  and  with  some  fiiroes  coUeeted  to* 
gether  displayed  an  open  banner  against  the  honourable  estates  of  this  kingdom, 
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jdnfid  togsOim  hy  wcSmm  oiths  «d  labMriftiont  in  Um  nid  lemoe  wad  c»ve« 
nant,  and  in  this  rebdUion  hare  alratdy  begun  to  ttke  hit  migeity'a  good  mAm 
jecta  out  of  their  own  hooaeo^  detain  them  in  firmance^  rob,  and  ipoilsie  them 
of  their  goods  and  means  of  livdihood ;  by  threats^  oppressionsi  and  other  vio* 
lent  ways  to  fbroe  them  to  join  in  this  insnnrection,  inrade  and  poseess  thcte- 
selres  of  ftee  burrows,  compel  and  indnee  shires  to  dishonoorable  and  dialoyal 
oapitnlations  and  conditions,  and  by  fUse  pretences  of  attthority  and  ease  oC 
the  sobjeet,  emitted  in  publick  deelarations,  whilk  they  oanse  read  in  kirks  and 
other  pnblick  places,  delude  and  abuse  the  people,  and  rqHoach  all  the  neana 
used  by  this  kirk  and  kingdom,  in  pursuanoe  of  the  said  happy  coTenant,  and 
the  ends  expressed  therein:  therefbre  the  commissk>neii  to  the  General  Assobh 
Uy,  taking  the  premises  to  theur  serious  oonsideratkm,  and  finding  the  rebdliova 
conspiraoy  and  insurrecUon  against  this  kirk  and  kingdom  to  be  an  heinooa  of* 
ftnoe  against  God,  and  an  high  contempt  of  all  ecclesiastieal  and  dvil  anlkoricy, 
and  that  the  samen  agreeing  in  all  the  particular  circumstances  thereof,  i«  pnb* 
lick  and  notour  throughout  this  kirk,  according  lo  the  example  of  fbmcr  times;, 
in  the  like  cases,  ordains  the  said  George  Marquis  of  Huntly,  and  his  adherents 
in  this  rebellion  particularly  aboTe>menti<»ed,  to  be  cxoommumeate  sunmaiily 
upon  the  next  Sabbath  day,  the  14th  of  thia  instant  month  of  April,  by  Mr. 
John  Adamson,  in  the  East  Kirk  of  this  burrow  of  Edinburgh,  and  that  p«b« 
lick  intimation  be  madeof  the  said  sentence  upon  Sabbath-day  before  noon,  i 
sermon,  in  all  the  kirks  of  this  kingdom,  so  soon  as  adrertisement  ahaU  < 
unto  them/' 

Thir  two  aeta  were  read  oat  of  the  kirk  of  New  Aberdeen  the 
samen  day  also;  where,  by  and  attoar,  intimation  was  made 
there  of  the  exeommunication  of  the  earls  of  Montroeei  Niths* 
dale,  Traquair,  Camwatb,  Kinnonl,  the  visooant  of  Aboyn, 
and  the  lord  Ogilvie.  Thir  persons  had  been  excommunicato 
after  the  samen  order,  and  for  the  samen  cause,  that  the  manqoia 
of  Hantly  and  his  followers  were  excommunicate,  some  space 
before  thir  lords  were  excommunicate  at  Edinburgh,  but  intini»- 
tion  was  not  made  thereof  here  at  our  Oldtown  church*  How- 
ever, the  lord  Gordon  came  not  to  the  forenoon's  preaching  to 
hear  his  father's  excommunication  intimate,  but  came  afternoon, 
syne  rode  out  of  the  town,  as  is  before  said. 

Upon  Monday  the  13th  of  May,  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  the 
earl  Marischall,  the  lord  Gordon,  the  viscount  of  Arbuthnot, 
the  lord  Burleigh,  with  diverse  other  brave  gentlemen,  about 
an  hundred  horse,  came  frae  the  camp  lying  at  Kelly,  leaving 
the  lord  Elcho  behind  them,  and  came  to  Aberdeen  through  the 
links;  and  following  in  another  company  there  came  in  air 
George  Gordon,  elder  of  Gight,  John  Gordon,  his  brother-ger- 
man,  and  sir  John  Gordon  of  Haddo.  They  stayed  in  Aber- 
deen while  Wednesday  the  15th  of  May,  that  Uiey  were  sent 
south  to  Edinburgh,  with  a  troop  of  horse ;  likewise  was  sent 
with  them  the  goodman  of  Mill  of  Kelly's  two  sons,  called  John 
and  Alexander  Gordons,  ■  Chalmers,  son  to  Alexander 
Chalmers  of  Drynmess,  John  Logic,  and Dalgardno. 
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Upon  Taesday  the  14ih  of  May,  tlie  proTindal  assembly  sits 
down  in  Aberdeen,  being  prorogate  to  this  day,  as  ye  heard  be- 
fore. Tbe  parson  of  Belhelvie  being  last  moderator,  as  the  cos- 
torn  is,  preached  this  day.  The  marqnis  of  Argyll,  the  earl  of 
Kinghorn,  with  the  rest,  were  there,  whilk  made  ap  a  fiur  audi- 
tory. After  sermon  the  brethren  conveened,  and  with  them  the 
marqnis  of  Argyll.  Mr  Andrew  Cant  is  chosen  moderator  to  the 
next  provincial  assembly.  The  said  marquis  had  his  own  in- 
structions, no  doubt,  to  ^ye  to  this  province  before  the  coming 
of  the  next  general  assembly ;  and  wiihall  he  began  to  regret  the 
ooldness  of  some  of  the  ministry,  who  would  not  boldly,  ilk  man 
out  of  his  own  pulpit,  declare  the  odionsness  of  this  rebellion  of 
the  Gordons,  and  what  danger,  shame  and  sorrow  might  fol- 
low thereupon ;  whilk,  if  ilk  minister  within  his  parish  had 
powerfully  declared,  it  might  have  been  a  mean  to  have  staid 
many  from  rising  in  such  a  desperate  business ;  but  withall  he 
said,  it  was  to  be  feared  there  was  some  of  themselves  disaffected 
to  this  good  cause,  and  not  so  sound  as  appertained.  For  remedy 
whereof  he  desired  the  moderator  to  voice  out  twelve  of  their 
brethren  to  sit  with  him  and  the  rest  of  the  nobility  at  their  com- 
mittee afternoon,  and  they  to  receive  some  order  therefrae; 
whereof  one  article  was,  that  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  now  modera^ 
tor,  should  this  samen  afternoon  take  oaths  of  the  haill  modera- 
tors and  ministers  within  the  diocese,  in  ample  form ;  that  they 
were  soundly  affected  to  the  good  cause,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  covenant.  2d,  That  ilk  moderator  should  take  the  oaths  of 
such  ministers  as  were  absent  within  his  presbytery.  Sd,  That 
ilk  minister,  upon  his  sworn  oath,  in  all  haste  shall  condescend 
and  give  up  a  roll,  under  his  subscription,  of  the  malignant  min- 
isters within  his  diocese,  or  disaffected  ministers,  according  to 
his  knowledge;  and  ilk  minister  within  his  own  parish  to  declare, 
siclike,  the  malignant  persons  who  are  laicks  by  roll  within  his 
parish.  4th,  Ilk  minister  to  give  up  in  roll  the  names  of  such 
persons  as  rose  with  the  Gordons.  5th,  That  ilk  minister  should 
give  up  in  roll  the  names  of  the  heritors  and  freeholders,  and 
also  of  the  papists  within  his  parish ;  with  a  testificate,  that  the 
act  made  thereanent  before-written  was  publickly  read  at  their 
kirks,  according  to  the  desire  thereof;  and  ilk  minister,  before 
they  dissolve,  deliver  to  the  saids  twelve  ministers,  called  a  sub- 
committee, his  own  roll,  subscribed  with  his  hand,  to  the  effect 
that  they  should  bring  these  rolls  with  them  to  Turriff  the  16th 
day  of  May.  Thir  orders  bred  both  fear  and  fiishery  to  the  bre- 
thren of  this  assembly,  but  no  remead ;  ilk  minister  began  to  cen- 
sure his  parishioners  upon  the  points  aforesaid,  made  up  and  sub- 
scribed their  rolls,  and  delivered  them  to  the  sub-committee  of 
twelve  ministers  foresaid,  to  the  effect  above-specified,  upon 
Wednesday  the  15th  of  Hilay  afternoon,  that  they  might  keep 
Turriff;  and  so  this  assembly  dissolved  this  samen  day.    But 
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reoieniber  they  gave  up  the  names  of  all  excommiuiicate  papists 
within  their  parishes  also  in  their  aaid  rolls. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  144h  of  May»  the  two  oartows  were  brought 
about  frae  Montrose  to  Aberdeen  by  sea,  but  their  wheels  were 
hacked  and  hewn  by  the  Grordons,  as  ye  have  heard.  There 
came  also  two  other  iron  cart  pieces  to  the  shore,  where  they 
were  all  laid  on  (carried  by  three  boats  about) ;  and  that  samen 
day  there  came  to  Aberdeen  out  of  one  of  the  parliament's  ships 
lying  in  the  road,  six  fisher  boats  loaded  with  muskets,  powder, 
ball,  and  match,  and  ilk  boat  had  an  hundred  and  eighty  mus- 
kets within  her,  with  their  materials.  Thir  wares  were  sent 
ashore  in  one  of  our  fidier  boats  to  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  out  of 
the  ship,  who  had  order  from  the  said  parliament  of  England  so 
to  dob  Thir  muskets  wore  received  and  put  up  in  houses  to  be 
kept. 

This  samen  Tuesday,  and  14th  of  'May,  tike  laird  of  Dram  di- 
rected a  rate  of  musketeers  to  Mr.  William  Lumsden's  house  in 
Old  Aberdeen,  himself  and  his  wife  both  being  excommunicate 
papists.  They  fed  upon  her  expences,  because  her  husband  was 
quietly  at  home,  and  escaped.  Upon  the  morn  she  was  com- 
pelled to  give  four  hundred  merks  to  be  quit  of  thir  soldiers,  for 
a  protection  to  save  her  house  unplundered,  and  her  tenants  un* 
distressed,  subscribed  by  the  earl  of  Kinghom;  besides,  they 
plundered  out  of  the  house  some  guns,  swords,  and  other  dungs, 
and  a  riding  nug  or  a  wark  naig  out  of  the  stable. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  15th  of  May,  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  the 
earl  Marischall,  the  earl  of  Kinghom,  the  viscount  of  Arbutb- 
not,  the  lord  Gordon,  and  the  loid  Burleigh,  came  riding  through 
the  Oldtown  about  twelve  hours,  with  sound  <^  two  trumpets, 
about  two  hundred  horse,  and  set  themselves  for  Turriff,  to  keep 
their  meeting  the  16th  of  May;  but  the  day  before,  thir  nobles 
came  over  and  visited  our  Oldtown  College  about  six  hours  at 
even,  syne  returned  back  to  New  Aberdeen  again.  So  they  came 
from  Aberdeen  as  aforesaid,  and  upon  Thursday  the  16th  day  ot 
May,  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  the  earls  of  Marischall  and  Kmg^ 
born,  the  viscount  of  Arbuthnot,  the  lord  Gordon,  and  the  lo^ 
Burleigh,  came  to  Turriff.  The  lord  Elcho  came  from  the  leagure 
lying  at  Gight  and  Kelly,  to  this  meeting ;  and  sidike  the  eari 
of  Findlater,  the  viscount  of  Frendraught,  the  lords  of  Forbes, 
Fraser,  and  Banff,  with  many  barons,  heritors,  and  freeholders 
within  the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff.  There  came  also  out  of 
the  shire  of  Murray,  the  laird  of  Innes,  the  laird  of  Grant,  the 
sheriff  of  Murray,  and  diverse  other  gentlemen.    They  meet  alto- 

father  upon  the  Inch  of  Turriff,  and  were  estimate  about  seven 
undred  horse  and  one  thousand  three  hundred  foot.  They  had 
len  colours,  ten  drums,  six  trumpeters,  with  brave  captains  and 
commanders,  and  well  armed  soldiers.  The  names  of  all  the 
freeholders  of  the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff  are  called  by 
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«he  dMriff'-clwk  of  Abevdam,  Mr.  IVttnek  Chalnen^  off  of  ^ 
rolls.  The  burrows  sent  their  commissioners  whilk  were  within 
the  two  shires;  the  names  of  the  absents  were  presently  noted  ; 
tile  moderators  and  ministers  of  the  dioeese  of  Aberdeen  were 
called,  and  there  eompeared  the  twelve  ministers  of  the  sub- 
committee, and  in  their  rolls  produced  the  names  of  all  excom- 
municate papists,  disaffiBcted  ministers,  all  malignant  laicks,  the 
names  of  sic  persons  as  rose  with  the  Gordons,  the  names  of  all 
heritors  and  freeholders.  Now  ilk  minister  had  given  up  under 
his  hand  the  names  of  sic  persons  as  is  above-written,  and  ilk 
presbytery  had  given  up  under  their  hand  the  names  of  the  dis- 
affected ministry  within  their  presbytery,  and  delivered  the 
samen  to  tiie  sub-committee  foresaid,  to  produce  in  their  names, 
whilk  held  in  their  travels  frae  coming  to  Turriff  to  tile  meet- 
ing. Thir  rolls  being  produced,  and  all  men  called,  and  the  ab- 
sents noted,  then  they  went  to  muster  their  men  upon  the  fore- 
said Inch,  estimate  to  about  two  thousand  horse  and  foot,  as 
said  is,  which  came  out  of  the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff  al- 
lenarly.  After  muster,  they  were  all  charged  by  sound  of 
trumpet  not  to  depart  out  of  Turriff  while  upon  the  morn  that 
they  received  thir  orders ;  whilk  being  come,  they  muster  again ; 
then  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  in  name  of  the  pubiick,  gave  them 
all  thanks  openly  for' this  their  obedient  meeting  out  of  the  three 
shires  of  Banff,  Aberdeen,  .and  Murray,  warning  withall  those 
of  the  two  former  shires  to  be  at  a  committee  to  be  holden  in 
Aberdeen  upon  the  24th  of  May,  for  taking  ordeir  with  the 
horsemen,  footmen,  and  arms  to  be  levied,  loan-money,  levy- 
money,  and  other  taxations.  He  declared  likewise  that  there 
was  a  general  muster  of  the  shires  of  Aberdeen,  Banff, -and 
Mearns,  to  be  kept  the  4th  of  June  next,  within  the  links  of 
Aberdeen,  and  charged  them  all  to  be  there ;  but  few  compeared 
or  none  at  all  that  day.  So,  upon  Friday  the  17th  of  May,  af- 
ternoon, this  meeting  dissolved  at  Turriff;  and  the  marquis  of 
Argyll  sent  some  troops  of  horse  to  Elgin,  charging  them  to 
arrest  the  boats  on  their  coasts,  that  no  boatd  should  go  to  sea 
while  his  further  pleasure,  fearing  the  marquis  should  flee  by 
sea,  as  he  did  indeed.  In  the  meantime  he  came  frae  Turriff  to 
Cullen  of  Boyne,  where  he  supped  with  the  earl  of  Findlaler, 
his  cousin-german,  upon  Saturday  the  18th  of  May,  where  I 
will  leave  him  while  hereafter. 

-  The  marquis  of  Huntly  lying  quietly  at  this  time  at  Auchin- 
down,  and  having  his  own  intelligence  how  all  matters  past  at 
Turriff,  he  takes  occasion,  and  shortly  leaves  the  strength,  and 
quietly  conveys  himself  to  the  Bog  of  Gight,  having  in  his  com- 
pany James  Gordon  of  Letterfurrie,  John  Gordon,  son  to  John 
Gordon  of  Auchmunziell,  and  John  Gordon,  alias  John  of  Ber* 
wick,  and  takes  out  of  this  place  some  trunks  of  gold  and  silver, 
whereof  he  had  plenty,  and  some  costly  rich  apparel ;  thereafter 
sends  the  keys  to  his  son  the  lord  Gordon,  with  his  stately  ssddie 
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hoTBM ;  syne  rides  the  water  of  %iey»  being  chd  ia  ooat  and 
trews,  with  a  black  bonnet  on  his  head.  He  cones  to  Salterhill» 
where  one  Alexander  Gordon  dwelt;  takes  a  sleep  ;  directed  the 
said  James  Gordon  and  John  of  Berwick,  with  his  trooks  to 
Cowsie,  and  provide  a  boat,  where  they  found  a  Caithness  boat 
by  chance,  ships  the  trunks,  and  takes  the  s^  shortly,  and 
lands  in  Caithness,  leaving  the  marquis  behind  them,  to  his  own 
hazard,  with  John  Gordon  of  Auchmunziell's  son  only  with  him. 
He  leaves  one  thousand  dollars  with  this  Alexander  Gordon  in 
his  keeping,  because  he  could  not  get  them  carried,  (whilk  he 
thereafter  revealed,  and  delivered  to  the  l<M*d  Gordon),  and  by 
moyan  of  James  Gordon,  sometime  his  servitor,  gets  a  boat 
quickly  at  Cowsie,  ships  and  lands  in  Sutherland  himself,  John 
Gordon  and  the  said  James  Gordon.  The  boat  returns  with  the 
said  James,  and  he  goes  to  his  own  house.  The  marquis  with 
his  man  spiers  for  an  ale-house,  calls  for  a  drink,  and  sends  for 
■  Gordon  of  Syddra,  dwelling  hard  beside ;  he  comes^  and 
lodged  him  in  his  house  hard  beside  all  night.  Upon  the  mom 
he  with  his  man  rides  to  Caithness,  stays  with  his  cousin-german, 
Francis  Sinclair,  that  night,  meets  with  James  Gordon  of  Let- 
terfurrie,  and  gave  him  no  thanks  for  leaving  of  him  behind; 
takes  order  with  his  trunks,  and  dismisses  him  home,  and  hiooself 
with  his  man  upon  the  mom  horses,  and  to  Strathnaver  goes  he 
by  sea,  where  he  remained  sore  against  his  will,  while  the  4th 
of  October,  1645.  Thir  calamities  he  did  patiently  suffer  for 
bis  loyalty  to  his  master  the  king. 

Ye  heard  on  the  other  side,  how  the  marquis  of  Argyll  came 
to  Cullen  upon  Sunday.  He  would  not  bide  after  supper  to  take 
a  bed,  but  rode  all  night,  and  came  to  the  laird  of  Innes'  house 
in  Elgin,  where  he  lodged,  and  heard  devotion  upon  the  mora, 
being  Sunday.  The  provincial  assembly  happened  at  this  very 
time  to  sit  down  in  Elgin,  which  Argyll  carefully  attended,  and 
gave  the  brethren  such  instructions  to  attend  the  ensuing  general 
assembly,  as  he  did  at  our  provincial  assembly  here  m  Aber- 
deen ;  but  hearing  of  the  marquis  of  Huntly's  escape  in  an  open 
fisher  boat,  he  was  highly  offended,  sent  shortly  for  the  boatmen, 
James  Gordon  in  Kinedder,  and  the  said  Alexander  Grordon  in 
Salterhill,  and  before  the  committee  in  Elgin  they  are  severally 
■wom  and  examined  anent  the  conveying  away  of  the  said  mar- 
quis. They  all  confessed  the  verity  of  his  embarking  and  land- 
nig,  and  who  were  with  him ;  they  were  all  called  evil  country- 
men, and  so  letten  go ;  but  the  said  Alexander  Gordon  is  ordain- 
ed to  compear  before  the  committee  at  Aberdeen  the  24th  of  May, 
and  bring  the  one  thousand  dollars  with  him,  whilk  he  did,  and 
had  orders  to  deliver  the. dollars  to  the  lord  Gordon,  and  so  was 
letten  so. 

In  the  meantime,  Argyll  bides  in  Elgin  three  days,  and  shortly 
directs  the  Irish  regiment  to  take  in  Auchindown,  there  to  re- 

'  \kf  where  they  had  store  of  provision,  meat  and  drink  enough 
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in  greiit  plmty;  syne  leaves  Elgin,  and  retaras  back  to  A\m^ 
deen  upon  the  24th  of  May,  where  the  said  Alexander  Gordon 
was  ordered,  as  ye  have  heard. 

-'  A  little  before  this  time,  there  was  seen  in  the  town  of  Grellen, 
pertaining  to  the  earl  Marischall,  within  the  parish  of  Strachan, 
a  fcarful  unnatural  fire  whilk  kindled  of  itself,  and  burnt  the 
t»iiS»*"K  ^f  ^^^B  ^^'^  ^^^y*  ^hmi  the  people  saw  this  fire,  they 
ran  to  quench  and  stamp  it  out,  but  when  it  wasquenehed  in 
one  part,  it  brake  out  in  another  part.  It  burnt  up  a  byre  with 
nolt  and  oxen,  none  knowing  from  whence  it  came.  It  seemed 
to  be  a  prognoetick  of  a  far  greater  fire  raised  on  this  earl's  landa, 
as  ye  slrall  hear  hereafter. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  places  of  Gight  and  Kelly  were ' 
rendered.  There  was  some  bigging  .burnt  to  the  tenants  about 
Kelly,  because  the  laird  for  his  own  defence  bad  burnt  up  some 
of  his  bams  and  byres.  He  had  six  children  within  the  place, 
which  when  it  was  rendered  were  all  put  to  the  gate,  safe  and 
sound.  Friends  took  three  of  them,  and  the  other  three  were 
sent  into  Old  Aberdeen  for  learning  at  the  schools,  but  had  not 
a  penny  of  their  father's  estate  bestowed  upon  them ;  but  thir 
lawless  soldiers  lived  wealthily  upon  their  fether's  means,  and 
there,  and  in  the  place  of  Gight  also,  they  destroyed  up  idl,  as 
ye  have  before,  and  during  their  residence  at  thir  two  plaoes 
they  sat  not  idle,  but  plundered  them  both ;  and  first  they  took 
out  the  stately  insight  and  plenishing,  sic  as  bedding,  napery, 
vessels,  cauldrons,  chandlers,  fire-vessels,  whereof  there  was 
plenty,  kists,  cofi^rs,  cabinets,  trunks,  and  all  other  plenishiiu^ 
and  armour  (whereof  there  was  plenty  in  both  thir  houses)  whilk 
they  could  get  carried  on  horse  or  foot,  and  was  taken  away 
south,  together  with  the  haiU  horse,  mares,  oxen,  nolt,  kine, 
and  sheep,  whilk  were  upon  the  said  Mains  of  Haddo  and  Gight^ 
and  not  a  four-footed  beast  left  that  they  could  get.  When  thir 
commodities  were  plundered  and  spoilzied,  then  they  begin  to 
work  upon  the  timber«work,  whilk  was  fixed ;  and  there  they 
cruelly  broke  down  the  wainscot,  boards,  beds,  ambries,  tim- 
ber walls,  ceiling,  room  gimels,  and  the  like,  and  made  fire  of 
all.  They  took  out  the  iron  yetts,  iron  stenchions  of  the  win- 
dows, broke  down  the  plaEed  windows,  and  left  neither. yett, 
door,  nor  window  unbroaen  down,  and  in  effect  left  them  deso- 
late  before  they  removed. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  meeting  at  Turriff,  and  of  the  rolls 
given  up  by  the  sub-committee  of  the  ministry  of  all  excommu- 
nicate papists,  disaffected  ministers,  and  malignant  laioks.  Or- 
der was  given  at  Turriff  to  James  Douglas,  macer  in  Edinburgh, 
attending  this  service,  to  summon  thir  persons,  and  the  marqois 
of  Huntly,  the  laird  of  Drum,  his  brother,  and  their  remanent 
followers,  at  the  mercat  cross  of  Aberdeen,  to  compear  before 
the  said  committee,  to  be  holden  there  the  24th  of  May,  to  an- 
swer to  sic  points  as  were  contained  in  his  letters,  dated  at  Tur- 
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rii^  wlubch  the  flftid  Jamas  Dottglde  uied  at  iiia48aad  miirciit  4 
of.Aberdeoi  upon  the  22d  of  JMb^y^  which  nvas  thot^btiovev  dKNrt 
and  summary  a  cliarge. 

.  Now  William  Seton  of  Shelhin,  and  Williaixi  Immkot  Tibher-- 
tie,,  as  followers  of  the  narquis  of  Huatly,  h^  both^heir  honMS 
pitifully  plundered^  and  their  ground  «poilaujed»  nothing:  lefk 
them ;  and  Tibbertie's  mill  burnt  by  fire  masterfully  by  the  sol* 
diers  of  the  said  army. 

.  Word  came  here  of  a  great  overthroi^  given  ,to  o\m  Soolsniea 
lying  at  Morpeth,  by  the  king's  forces ;  that  the  earl  of  Galon* 
4ar  was  lying  at  Dunse  with  about  four  thousand  men»  attendtag 
the  making  of  an  army  of  sixteen  thousaud  foot^and  .two  Ihbor 
sand  horse,  whilk  was  lifting  diligently  through  all  SoodaBd,  to 
be  a  recruit  to  general  Lesly's  army,  now  lying  at  York ;  to  .whom 
came  the  earl .  of  Fairfax,  with  three  thousand  horse  and  foot, 
whilk  betwixt  them  made  up  a  strong  army,,  with  help  of  the 
earl  of  Manchester,  against  our  royal  king;  whilk  was  foughleii» 
prince  Rupert  routed,  and  York  taken. 

Upon  the  24th  of  May»  there  was  a  Qommittee  holden  in  the 
lolbooth  of  Aberdeen  by  the  earl  of  Kinghom,  the  lord  Forbes^ 
the  lord  Burleigh,  the  lord  Elcho,  the  lord  Fraser,  the  lavrd  of 
Drum,  elder,  and  sundry  other  barons.  They  caused  caU  in 
the  forenoon  the  rolls  of  the  excommunicate  papists,  and  snob  of 
the  marquis' friende  aswwe  at  the  plundering  of  thotownoof 
Banff  and  Montrose,  as  ye  heard  before*;  andiS  sudi  penKmsas 
cose  and  assisted  the  said  marquis  of  Huntly ;  all  aoch  persona  as 
were  non-subscribants,  and  disaffected  to  the  good  cause;  aueh 
as  subscribed,  and  yet  were  disaffected ;  and,,  lastly,  amh  as 
were  malignant,  or  reasoned  or  sppke  any  thing  privatdy  or  pnb-* 
lidkly  against  this  good  eauae»  Theae  six  sorts  of  people  were 
giYcn  up,  with  the  disaffected  ministers,  throughout  the  ^parishes 
and  presbyteries  of  Aberdeen  and  Ba«iff,  by  the  ministers  thao^ 
oelves  at  Turriff,  aa  ye  have  heard ;  and  at  Aberdeen  thir  voUa 
weee  called.  As  this  was  in  doing,  the  marquis  of  Argyll  la^^ta 
«nd  comes  to  the  tolbooth,  where  the  absents  were,  noted^  and 
'auch  as  were  present  ordained  to  compear,  the  morn  at  e%[hft 
hours.  The  ports  are  straitly  watched. night  and  day;  all  men 
had  entry,  but  none  wan  out  without  a  pass.  Upon-  Saturday 
the  25th  of  May,  ilk  person  compeared,,  and  waa  compelled  ta 
give  bond,  under  the  pain  of  five  thousand  pounds,  to  compear 
.before  the  next  parliament,  and  there  to  underly  .the  law  for 
•their  transgressions,  and  for  sic  as  was  to  be  laid  to  their  changei^ 
«nd  in  the  mean  time-  to  keep  the  king's  peace ;  and  to  this  efr 
lect  they  set  caution  by  bond.  Such  as  might  get  caution  ofaay»> 
od,  and  wan  home ;  others  who  could  not  get  caution  were,  want- 
ed  in  the  tolbooth,  of  Aberdeen.  Sunday^  they  heard  devotioa^ 
'Monday  the  27  th  of  May»  the  earl  MariachaU  came  in  firae  Duop 
otter  to  this  committee ;  Tuesday,  they  ane  made  burgesses  of 
•Aberdeen,  auch  as  the  nsarquis.of  ArgyU,  tlie.Ioed  Borleigh» 
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the  IbM  Kblio^  wdrgot  Vk^  wincr liberally;  WMnesAay  the  89A 
4f  M»yr  the  town  of  Aberdem  wwe  warned  in  the  provost  and 
bailUes'  names^  by  toA  of  dmn,  toooiLVeen  in  the  Gptayfriar 
Itirk  of  Aberdeen,  w^ere  the  eamen  day  provost  Patriek  Lesly 
inade  a  speeeh  in  pnssenoe  of  them  all ;  first,  purging  himself  by 
M»  great  oath,  that  h4  was  sale  and  free  of  any  delation  of  his 
imghbours,  their  irealth,  or  afbetion  to  the  marquis  of  Argyll 
in*  any  other ;  hot whatwas  done  or  delated  was  by  the' envy  and 
msiiee  of  tbeneighbbars  amongst  themsdves.  2d,  He'deelared 
Ao  marquis- of 'Argyll  (his  good  opinion  he  eooeeived  of  die  people 
of  Abetdeen,  taking  them  to  be  worse  expomed  than  they  wero 
indeed.  '  8d,  He  told  the  inarqais  was  to  use  no  rigorous  deal- 
ing'against  <Abei4een,  Imt  that  they  should'  bear  a  like  burden 
tft%h  the  rest  of  the  biirrorws,  aecordfng  to  their  strength,  and 
no*  otherwise,  and  confoitn  to  the  judgment  of  thc$  next  ensmdg 

Ei4iament,  whilk  they  should  see ;  and  because  the  liutrow  of 
nndee  had  advanced  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  this  ex- 
pedition, it  was  great  reason  the  town  of  Aberdeen  should  ad- 
vmice  as  meikie  upon  bond.  That,  if  the  estates  carried  this 
eaaise,  they  should  be  paid  with  annuals ;  if  otherwise,  they 
lAould  get  no  paynvent ;  yea,  And  besides,  they  would  be  forced 
to  lend  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling  upon  the  like  sort  of  bondi 
This  speech  «ided,  the  dean  of  guild  with  the  burgesses  of 
guild  went  to  consultation  pri^eately  amongst  themselves,  and 
pfTBsetitly  condescended  to  lend  and  advance  one  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  fet  the  whilk  Ilk  tnan,  free  and  unfree,  was  soulidly 
tsaeed. 

*Now  drrerse  troops  are  •  daily- eomhigftM  the  anby  lying  at 
Kelly  and  QKgfat ;  the  esffl  MaYischall  and  earl  of  Ktnghorn's  re- 
giments were.disbaiftded,  and  It  was  appointed  that  the  marquis 
of  Argyll's  regiment  of  Argyll  highlandmen  Miould  be  still  in 
Btrse,  Cromar,  and  bounds  thereabout;  the  lord  Elcho's  regi- 
nieilt  of  fife  should  ly  still  in  New  Aberdeen,  consisting  of 
alkont  seveti  hundred  root,  wiili  a  troop  of  Argyll's  horsemen, 
and  that  the  Irish  regiment  should  also  disband. 

About  this  time,  and  month  of  May,  the  earl  of  Lothian 
came  to  Edinbut^h  fVom  England,  where  he  was  warded,  as  ye 
may'see  before.  He  gat  lil^rty  by  exchange  of  another  lord  of 
the  king^s,  who  was  taken  prisoner. by  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  laird  of  Oight,  the  laird  of  Haddo^ 
f  irifii'attd  Alexander  Gordons ;  sons  to  — —  Gordon  at  Mill  of 
KcHy;  ^-«— -  Ofaalmers,  son  to  Chalmers  of  Drymness;  Jdbn 
Logi6,  and  ■  Dalgnrdno,  were  brought  into  Aberdeen.  Nc>W 
it  4s  said,  the  laird  of  Haddo  and  the  Jaffrays  drank  together  by* 
mediation  of  some  friends,  and  that  they 'had  past  from  tbecp 
part  of  Ms  Ane ;  but  the  trhth  is,  there  was  tio  suchagrec^ment 
between  them.  Thereafter,  upon  the  15th  of  May,  they  Wt?re 
transported  from  Aberdeen,  with  a  gUard,  to  fidinbtirgh,  arid 
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Qiere  warded  most  shaniefiilly  in  the  UtbtiAht  mod  stoitly  kepC, 
ta  their  great  grief  and  diepleasttre;  where  I  will  leave  tbeoa 
amongBt  their  enemies'  hands,  abiding  triak  while  hereafter. 

The  hone  troops  now  daily  are  ooming  frae  the  eamp  lo  both 
.  Aberdeens,  leavbg  the  foot  army  behind  them  at  Kelly  and 
Gight,  who  also  oame  npon  lliorsday  the  SOtli  of  May  from 
these  bounds,  and  quartered  that  night  npon  the  Uurd  of  Bal- 
gownie's  bounds,  called  Thomas  Mensies,  a  panist,  and  oat  of 
the  country  for  his  rdigion.  There  they  lay  that  night  (while 
the  earl  of  Kinghom's  regiment  was  removed  oat  of  AberdeeOf 
fliat  they  might  get  their  room),  plundering  the  grooad  and  des- 
troying the  green  growing  timber,  and  corns,  at  thar  pleaavie. 
Upon  Friday  the  last  of  May,  they  marched  into  AberdeoBy 
tad  were  quartered  there  and  in  Old  Aberdeen*  Also  there 
wtw  slain  that  samen  day,  by  some  of  Kinghom's  regimeaty  a 
man  called  John  Martin,  a  lax-fisher  on  Dee,  and  senritMr  to 
Mr.  Matthew  Lumsden,  and  another  hurt,  for  the  wbilk  the  ma- 
lefactors were  apprehended  at  the  earl  of  Kinghom's  comoiand, 
and  warded  in  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  but  afiterwarda  wan 
free ;  and  be  and  his  regiment  removed  oat  of  Aberdeen  qpoa 
Saturday  the  1st  of  June,  after  the  town  gat  good  pajrmeat  for 
their  quarters ;  and  in  their  places  came  in  the  lord  Echo's  re- 
giment, consisting  of  about  seven  hundred  foot,  and  an  hone 
troop  of  the  marquis  of  Argyll^s,  consisting  of  sixty  men,  who 
were  ordered  to  ly  in  Aberdeen  upon  all  hamrd,  in  ease  of  rising 
i^in  in  this  country,  whilk  did  little  good,  but  wrecked  the 
town  of  Aberdeen  with  their  quartering.  Sic  men  as  were  pat 
into  the  place  of  Drum  pertained  to  we  earl  of  Lothian  and 
the  laird  of  Lare's  regiment;  they  were  removed,  and  as  many 
of  the  lord  Elcho's  regiment  were  pat  in  their  places  ai  this 
time,  to  keep  that  house. 

Ye  heard  how  the  committees  were  daily  holding  in  Aberdeen. 
They  are  curious  to  try  every  man's  estate,  and  being  foUv  in- 
formed of  their  means  and  wealth,  both  in  barrow  and  umd, 
then  they  were  summoned  to  compear  before  their  oomnutlee  in 
Aberdeen,  where  the  marquis  of  Argyll  daily  sat  in  the  tolbooth 
with  the  rest;  and  there  they  desired  of  ilk  man  such  a  certain 
sam  as  they  knew  they  might  lift  or  advance  to  the  estatea,  upon 
band  of  repayment  again,  whilk  if  the  people  disob^,  they  weie 
enacted  for  the  samen;  and  if  they  diMbeyed  no  mom  bat 
sending  out  parties  to  plunder  them,  at  least  to  put  them  to  the 
horn.  Thus  ministers  nor  laicks  were  not  spared  that  had  any 
money;  add  such  as  were  not  acted  before  the  committee  were 
urged  in  Aberdeen  to  subscribe  a  band,  called  A  Blind  Bamd^ 
where  ilk  man  was  obliged  to  lend  the  estates  sie  a  sum  MmA, 
the  term  of  payment  bkmk^  otherwise  to  become  cavtioners  fnr 
the  estates  to  any  other  man  who  had  money  (if  they  wealed 
money  of  their  own  to  lend)  for  sic  a  sum  UaaA,  the  term  of  pay- 
ment blanks  and  the  estates  to  be  obliged  to  relieve  them  of  their 
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flMMitioiiry.  Tim  tiidi  m  bad  ikioiiiM  wore  forced  to  lend  the 
MdnMU)  wiibcml  hope  ever  to  get  repayment  back  again^  and  such 
as  bad  no  monies  upon  bank,  yet  responsal  and  powerful  besidey 
im  compelled  to  become  oaatioDer  for  the  eetates  to  aic  as  bad 
menies ;  and  yet  diev  knew  not  bow  much  they  were  cautioneni 
t&Tf  nor  to  whom  they  were  obliged,  nor  what  was  the  teem  of 
payment ;  by  which  means  the  king's  subjects  were  brought  uup 
der  such  conditions  that  they  knew  not  what  to.  do  nor  how  to 
Kre^  eeeing  their  mems  weradaily  takoL  frae  them,  whilk  they 
bad  made  sere  travel  for,  to  the  impoverisbing  of  themselyesf 
their  wives  and  bairns,  and  neithw  Covenanter  nor  Anti-cove- 
nanter, minister  nor  countryman,  were  spared ;  whilk  doubtless 
was  the  just  judgnmit  of  Glod  for  beginnmg  sic  a  covenant  with 
open  rebellion  against  so  good  and  gracious  a  king;  and  surely 
there  was  many  Covenanters  wished  it  had  not  been  b^gun,  aaid 
grievously  murmured  against  their  proceedings ;  but  they  durst 
not  i^»eak  nor  jret  eompbin. 

Time  were  many  acts  made  at  this  committee,  before  Argyll 
departed ;  amongst  which  it  was  enacted,  that  he  should  ^ve 
ei^teen  thousand  merks  for  inbringing  of  the  marquis  of  Huntly 
to  Ae  estates,  qniok  or  dead,  and  as  mrikle  for  inbringing  of  the 
Imrd  of  Drum,  and  such  other  sums  for  his  brother,  young 
Oight,  Nalhasiel  Gordon,  and  diverse  other  persons  who  fol- 
lowed the  said  marquis* 

Thir  things  done,  the  marquis  of  Argyll,  upon  Friday  the  last 
of  BSay,  took  his  leave  of  Aberdeen,  where  idl  this  time  he  was 
lodged  in  provost  Patrick  Lesly's  house,  most  honourably ;  and 
when  he  went  to  horse  was  convoyed  with  nobles,  barons>  bur- 
gesses, bare-headed  for  the  most  part,  so  highly  was  he  exalted 
in  tUr  days,  little  inferior  to  a  king ;  who  promised  to  return 
back  to  Aberdeen,  to  the  great  committee  to  be  holden  the  24th 
of  July.  He  went  that  night,  to  Dnnotter,  leaving  orders  be- 
hind him  for  holding  of  committees  for  ingathering  of  men,  mo- 
ney, horses,  and  victuals,  to  be  sent  to  our  army  in  England,  so 
that  sic  victual  as  was  left  unplundered,  eaten,  and  destroyed, 
was  shipped  here  and  there  through  all  the  north  parts,  so  that 
neither  Covenanter  nor  Anti-covenanter's  gimels  were  spared; 
l>ot  tihe  Covenanters  had  condition  of  payment  from  the  general 
commissary,  Jidin  Denham,  of  eight  merks  for  the  boU^  whereas 
they  kept  up  their  victual,  looking  for  ten  pound  the  boll  frae 
the  country  peopfe.  The  just  judgawat  of  God  upon  the  Cove- 
nanters! 

.  About  this  time  the  lord  Banff  and  master  of  Banff's  grounds 
were  plundered,  and  the  master  (his  father  being  in  Edinbuiyh) 
nnbappily  hurt  a  Serjeant,  who  was  wrongoasly  plundering  his 
father's  bounds,  wherenpon  followed  that  his  hoase  of  Raittie 
was  pitifully  plundered  and  abused,  and  his  gimels  broken  up^ 
and  victual  destroyed.  The  master  himself  fled,  and  durst  not 
be  seen  in  the  country,  whilk  no  doubt  was  grievous  to  his  father, 
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tmer i»;iAe«pMliuMitH»Mbflitendiag  the miamn^ 
and  -seeiag.hiB  Jhouaeiaiid  gDonmi  mt&  '•ppp—t^  tThw  - wtnttiiMM'  irjr 

i  OttT  sovoEeigii  Wed'js  8eanoii.>«it  iMtdown  in  Bdittbarn^  apon 
Ibelfttof/Jone;  bat.ki  Teepeet  of  tUrtronUefl^-was  conCiiuied 
to  the  Ist  of  November,  wbenby^tbe  hiiig^  Uetgw* were  fraetnit* 
edlof  justiee  in  thiBfleasioD;  yettafener  covrte  eat  daityvfiter 
the.  old  mamier,  and  began  die  let  ot  Jane. 
.  Ye^heard  before  of.  tlra  iaooming  of  the  foot  amy  firae  Oight 
ind  Kelly,  leavipg  both  the  hoosee  weir^maavedfN^  keqmig  of 
the  eaaieb.  Tfa^  came  in  with  flyiag^oloami^  tramfpetera,  and 
drams,  in  good  order;  with  their  ammanition^  ear^piecee,  and 
other 4U'm8,  but  dtere  waa  no  Gannons;- both  bttmyw<and  laid  anas 
plagned  to  famish,  them  baggage  horse,  from  the  afoveeaid  faooada 
to  Aberdeen,  and  from  that  aooth. 

'Now  the  Irish  regiment  pertaining  to  the  earl  of  Lothian  and 
laird  of  Lares,  resolves  to  come  to  Abefdean,  to  plunder  the 
isainen,  unless  th^y  got  good  payment  of  their  wages,  proinised 
te  them  before  they  came  ont  of  Ireland,  and  that  whethertha 
Fife  regiment  lying  in  Abeideen  would  or  not.  TWs  regiment^ 
by  direction^  had  been  at  Banff,  Turriff,  Audnndown,  ai^  otfier 
parte  in  the  country,  and  now  was  come  to  Drum«  The  town 
^  Aberdeen,  hefuing  of  this  resolution  of  this'iaaoal  m«roileas 
regiment,  went  shortly  and  condescended  amongst 'themselvee  to 
Itft  twenty  thousand  pounds,  to  land  the  samen  to  ihe  :provost, 
baillies,  apd  town  of  Aberdeen's  treasurer,  who,  by  their  land. 
In  name  of  the  estates,  became  cMigod  to  repay  hmk.  agaan  the 
said  snm  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen,'  to*  be  divkled  amongst  Aem 
Ilk  ane  for  their  own  part.  This  band  being  onade,  «nd  the  mo^ 
ney  lifted,  the  samen  was  deUvwed  to  Mr.  Kobert  Faaqnhar,  to 
be  distribvte  to  them  according  to  his  order ;  and  first  he  payed  to 
the  Irish  regiment,  now  lying  at  Drum,  npon  the  8d  diay  of 
June,  being  about  eight  hundred  brave  footosen,  besides  •  Aeir 
oommaoders,  four  thousand  marks ;  after  receipt  whereof,  Aey 
took  the  highgate  south  irae  Drum.  By  »nd  attour,  the  country 
and  Usmn  fomished  horse  to  carry  their  begMge,  which  came  by 
sea  to  Aberdeen,  and  sent  their  wives  out  of  Old  Aberdeen^  who 
had  lyen  here  since  the  —  day  of  March,  to  overtake  them  at  Fot- 
tereairn  ;  and  so  Aberdeen  was  well  quit  of  this  regiment  witb'tiie 
rest,  suppose  upon  their  own^xpences,  and  no  regiment  was  left, 
except  the  lord  Elcho's  regkeent  of  Fifemen  in  Aberdeen,  and  a 
regiment  of  Argyll's  higblandmen,  called  the  Ckamera^  who  lay 
in  Birse,  Cromar,  Glentanner,  Olenmnck,  Abergeldie,  Aboyn, 
and  otiier  places  about,  where,  indeed,  they  cleansed  all  Ane 
iheir  coming  there,  which  was  npon  the  —  day  of  May,  till  tiie 
'1st  of  July,  that  they  departed,  leaving  only  beldnd  them  a  •cap* 
tain  with  eighty  soldiers.  This  regiment  of  ArgytPs  men  waa 
counted  eight  •  hundred  footmen,  with  their  coiAmanders ;  they 
neither  spared  Covenanter  nor  Ant»-Covenanter,  minister  nor 
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Uek.  .  Tk»^  Udtt  Moolfy  jpcopto  fledl<tluiieo«lcUfl€n^;fwd'feft 
iheir.hoHseaileiokLte*  Tlwy  plundivfld  and  spoflsied  the  botoM 
of  Aboyn  and  houM  of  Almrgeldie,  with  their  ground;  tbejr 
'spoilzied  and  pliindeiod  ibt  luuU  -Bine^  Cromat^  Oleiitamierf 
GleaiMiok,  and  left  neitber  hone,  sfaeep^  nolt,  ky,  nor  foiA:^. 
footed  beast  in  all  thefie  brave  teonotrieS)  nor  yietoalBi  eora^ 
good%  or  gear^  that  they  might. lay  their  faaads  npoa  ;aBd  eee«t 
ing  they  could  not  livolmger  in  these  harried  boands^'  tiiey  got 
ordnra  and  removed .  home  over  again  upon  the  ftnreMrid  let  of 
July, .  leaving  only:  one  of  the  eaptaina  with  eigbty  men/  But 
this  vei^eance  whieb  fell  on.tbirooan<arie%  npoa  die 'Covenant 
ten  and  miniatece,  .was  doubtless  the  jnst  jodgmeat  of  Grdd*for 
banning  sic  a  play  against  their  royal  king ;  fo#  they  wtfre  com*^ 
pelled  to  iomisb.out  troops  and  footmen  upon  their  own  es» 
pences»  as  wdl  as  Noa-*ooipenanter»;  they  behoimir  to  pay  their 
levy-money,  loan-money,  taxations,  and  to  lend  money  to  the 
estates,,  or  beeome  eautioners  therefor,  by  and  attonr  ibis 
nievoua  plundeving  of  theiv  goods  and  gear  by  mercUess  8ol« 
man;.whilk  doabtless  tbir  Covenanters  from  their  heariiBi  la* 
mentedy  and  sere  repented  the^bsginning  of  tUsioovenatit,  Hevet 
looking  to  have  soffved  the  smart  thereof  as  tb^y  did,  till  they 
were  dl  drawn. in  an  boee-net,  frae  the  wbilk  they  codU  not  flf, 
nor  now  dnist.  speak  against  the  samen,  nor  giir^.any  diM»be« 
diencey  iiodsr  thepaiii  of  dkmdering. 

Ye  beardof  the  lifting  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  out  of  Aber4 
deen.;  wfaepsof  there  was.  sent  to  the  Lridi  regiment,  .lying  at 
Drum,  one  thousand  dollars,  or  four  thousand  marks  9  and  ne^ 
like,  these  was  paid  out  thereof  to  the  tawn^s  people  the  quarter- 
ing, of  the  earl  of  Kinghom's  soUiere  during  their  resideince  in 
Aberdeen^  aad  what  was  over  to  ly  in  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar^s 
hands.  .  Thus  Aberde«i  paid  first  eighteen  thousand  merinik 
and  now  lent  twenty  thousand  pounds,  (but  the  Lord  sent  theia 
cood  payment),  and  this  Iqrand  aitoor  the  vaxatiowand  quarter- 
ut§¥4^'  tfaenmrquis  of  HmdJy's  friends  and  followers^  as  ye  have 

Ye  heard  before  of  orders  given  out  at  Turriff  for  a  general 
muster,  to  be  hoUen  in  the  links  of  Aberdeen  upon  the  4th  of 
June,  out  of  the  sUres  of  Banff,  Aberdeen^  Kineardiae,  or 
Meams;  but  this  day  was  slightly  keeped,  aad  very  few  eon* 
▼eened.  The  eaase  of  this  ooa^ention  was  said  to  be  for  makiBg 
np  the  earl  MarisehaU's  and  lord  Gordon's  regiments  oonqpleat. 

Gveat  preparations  south  and  north  for  raising  a  recruit  to 
general  Lesly's  army  in  England,  and  that  the  earl  of  Calendar 
wa»  lyiag  at  Kdso  with  Amr  thousaiid  men,  intending  tiiere  tA 
collect  an  army  of  sixteen  thousand  foot,  and  two  thousand  horsey 
to  march  into  Bng^d,  wbilk  with  Lesly^sarmy  would  be^  about 
forty  thousand-men f  for  rigging  of  wbilk  thu  poor  country  was 
cruelly  oppre^t  Others  reported  that  his  army  was  devised  to 
take  in  Newcastle,  and  not  to  be  a  reeruit. 
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tJpoii  the  «-•  day  of  Jine,  the  geneid  aiBemyy  Mt  down  in 
Edinburgh.  Mr.  James  Bonner,  minister  of  Mayboloy  in  Galli>- 
way,  is  chosen  moderator.  No  ceoimiflsionerB  oomes  frae  the 
king;  they  not  the  less  go  od.  The  ministry  of  the  shirea  of 
Aberdeen,  Banff,  Murray,  Nairn,  and  Inverness,  had  ordns  to 
present  before  this  assembly  in  write  all  the  names  of  soch  per- 
sons as  rose  with  and  assisted  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  ilk  minia- 
ter  within  his  own  parochin ;  whilk  thay  did.  Whereupon  an 
act  of  the  general  assembly  was  made»  ordaining  ilk  mmiater, 
within  his  own  parish,  to  cause  thir  persons  to  niake  pnbliek  re- 
pentance upon  the  stool  for  this  their  rising  with  the  said  marquis, 
or  otherwise  to  excommunicate  them  for  their  disobedience,  and 
this  to  be  done  both  in  burrow  and  land.  There  were  divene 
other  acts,  and  an  assembly  indicted  to  be  holden  at  Edinbni^ 
the  last  Thursday  of  May,  1645,  and  so  dissolved ;  but  thir  acto 
got  no  obedience. 

Upon  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  of  June,  being  the  4th 
day,  our  parliament  sat  down  in  Edinburgh,  wanting  the  king 
or  his  viceroy,  as  depending  from  the  last  parliament  in  anno 
1641.  The  earl  of  Lauderdale  is  chosen  president  of  this  par- 
liament.  Sundry  Aberdeen's  men  were  called,  sudi  as  Mr. 
Alexander  Davidson,.  Mr.  Alexander  Reid,  Mr.  Patrick  Chal- 
mers, Mr.  John  Chalmers,  Thomas  Nicolson,  Ridiard  Alexan^ 
der,  George  Gordon,  George  Morison,  and  diverse  others.  But 
they  were  all  ordained  by  parliament,  with  such  as  had  set  cau- 
tion to  compear  before  the  parliament,  that  they  should  answer 
)l)efore  the  committee  at  Aberdeen  the  11th  of  July  next,  thereto 
abide  trial  and  censure.  But  this  committee  was  adjourned  to 
the  95th  of  July,  for  causes  moving  the  parliament,  by  preda- 
nation  at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen ;  and  thesamen  day,  John  Dea- 
.ham,  general  commissary  to  the  collections,  rode  south  to  Edin* 
burgh  in  haste. 

Old  Aberdeen,  with  certain  heritors  lying  about  the  samen,  is 
ordered  to  furnish  out  an  horseman  and  arms,  called  a  ^ns^prr, 
to  die  lord  Gordon,  and  the  baillies  ordained  to  pay  for  Uie 
town's  part  of  the  said  trooper,  fiftv-two  pound  or  thereby ;  and 
to  collect  off  the  heritors  of  com  field  lands  lying  about,  the.  sum 
of  ,  making  up  in  the  haill  one  hundred  and  eighty-six 

ponnds,  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pennies,  and  to  pay  the  samen 
under  the  pain  of  plundering ;  and  to  that  efiSect,  upon  the  8th  of 
June,  quartered  on  the  poor  town  a  troop  of  horsemcoi,  while  the 
monies  were  paid.  The  Oldtown  baillies  taxed  their  own  town, 
and  advanced  the  rest  out  of  their  own  purses,  while  they  col- 
lected the  samen,  as  is  formerly  said,  and  so  this  troop  was  shortly 
removed. 

None  were  spared,  and  who  refused  thir  orders  nothing  but 
sending  out  of  parties  upon  them  to  live  upon  their  rents  and 
goods,  without  authority  or  law  from  the  long* 

About  this  time,  there  went  out  of  the  lord  Elcho's  regiment 
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lyings  in*  Aberdeen,  an  horae  troop  oonsistmg  of  gixtv  horse,  and 
sixty  foot  nrasketeers,  down  to  Haddo  and  Gight,  living  tfaeri, 
and  in  the  country  abont,  idle,  without  doing  of  any  good  ser- 
vice ;  and  spared  not  to  take  their  meat,  as  well  from  Covenanter 
as  Non-covenanter,  daily  oppressing  the  king's  lieges,  and  feed- 
ing thrir  horses  in  the  pleasant  orchards  and  yards  of  the  said 
hoQses. 

Upon  Sunday  the  9th  of  June,  being  Whitsunday,  an  imprint- 
ed act  of  comndttee,  after  sermon,  was  read  out  at  our  kirk-do<»' 
in  Old  Aberdeen,  charging  all  heritors,  feuers,  and  gentlemen, 
who  had  saddle  horses  within  one  himdred  and  sixty  pounds  of 
price,  to  bring  them  to  the  links  of  Aberdeen,  the  2i8t  of  June 
next,  where  they  should  be  appraised  by  indifferent  men,  and 
paid  for,  to  serve  the  troops  within  this  shire.  It  was  also  pub- 
ludied  through  the  rest  of  the  parishes  within  the  diocese.  Some 
compeared,  but  little  was  done  this  day.  Now  in  this  month 
of  June,  there  is  diverse  foot  companies  and  horse  troops  sending 
south  to  make  up  the  earl  Marischairs  and  lord  Gordon's  regi- 
'ments,  and  that  with  great  diligence. 

The  Covenanters,  as  well  as  Non-covenanters,  are  compelled  to 
famibh  out  foot  and  horse,  loan-money,  levy-money,  taxations, 
Jending  of  money,  subscribing  of  the  blind  band,  and  so  forth, 
where,  if  they  failed,  then  parties  to  be  sent  out  to  live  upon 
their  estates ;  which  seemed  to  be  the  just  judgments  of  uod 
against  the  Covenanters,  beginners  of  this  bargain  against  their 
royal  king,  whereof  no  doubt  they  had  great  repentance,  if  they 
coald  anywise  mend  it. 

There  was  a  fight  about  Morpeth,  where  diverse  of  our  Scots 
foot  soldiers  were  overcome  by  the  banders,  stripped  out  of  their 
cloaths  and  arms,  and  sent  home  naked  about  this  time ;  and  in 
another  skirmish  about  York,  major  Bellendine,  with  about  fif- 
teen soldiers,  were  killed  to  general  Lesly. 

The  town  of  Edinburgh,  for '  causes  moving  them,  oaased 
transport  eighteen  pieces  of  cannon  out  of  the  castle,  and  plant- 
ed them  upon  the  causey,  in  the  beginning  of  June,  at  the  guard- 
house, betwixt  the  cross  and  the  tron. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  marquis  of  Argyll  rode  south.  It 
was  said  he  was  the  worse  thought  of,  for  missing  the  marquis 
of  Huntly  untaken  prisoner. 

Upon  die  15th  of  June,  Alexander  Irvine,  younger  of  Drum, 
Mary  Gordon,  his  lady ;  Robert  Irvine,  his  brother ;  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Irvine,  sent  to  John  Irvine  of  Artamford;  and  Robert 
Irvine,  town's  officer,  with  two  gentlewomen  attending  the  young 
lady,  shipped  at  Frasersburgh,  and  to  the  sea  go  they ;  but  the 
lady  was  sore  troubled  with  seaHrickness,  as  the  rest  was.  They 
unhappily  landed  in  Caithness,  within  two  miles  of  Wick,  where 
a  committee  happened  to  be  sitting.  They  are  taken  and  tried 
by  Francis  Sinclair,  son  to  the  earl  of  Caithness,  and  second 
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.and  third  of  kiti  wilih  this  yoang  lady  Brciin»  and  all  warded 
together  io  the  cftstle  of  Keisb ;  ab  Ukewue  h6  sent  word  to  the 
.general  committee  of  estates  and   parliament,  now  sit^g  at 
Edinburgh,  that  he  had  taken  thir  persons  prisoners,  whereat 
the  estates  were  marvellous  blyth  for  getting  snefa  a  rich  prejv 
find  gaye  order  for  their  transportation,  as  ye  shall  see  hereafiter. 
But  here  it  is  to  be  wondered  at  how  unnatural  this  FnmeiB 
.Sinclair  was,  to  go  and  take  and  apprehend  hk  Uood-friend, 
•and  her:  husband,   with  his  few  followierB,   who  in  a  manner 
Jbad  tane  shelter  and  protection  of  him  in  his  country,  in  tlie 
time  of  their  pitiful  distress,  but  rather  mi|^t  have  advertised 
them  to  have  gone  again  to  sea,  and  do  for  themselves,  wUch 
Unkindly  he  did  not,  albeit  it  stood  to  the  p«il  of  the  gentle- 
.men's  Kves ;  because  he  hoped  to  get  payment  of  eighteen  tlio»- 
sand  marks  for  taking  of  young  Drum,  nine  thousand  for  his 
brother,  three  thousand  for  Mr.  Alexander  Irvine,  and  one  thouF- 
aand  marks  for  Robert  Irvine,  as  was  promised  by  the  estates. 
Thus  this  miserable  man,  looking  to  this  worldly  pelf,  forgot  his 
honour  and  his  blood,  to  the  great  discomfort  and  great  grief  of 
thir  honourable  persons,  as  ye  may  see  hereafter. 
,    It  is  true,  the  lord  Forbes  received  good  payment  from  the  es- 
tates, of  three  thousand  merks,  for  takii^  ......  Irvine  of  Lefr- 

turk,  and  warding  him  in  the  tolbooth  dF./Uberdeen,  where  Alex- 
under  Garden,  servitor  to  the  laird  of  Oram,  was  also  warded, 
all  for  one  cause. 

Upon  the  11th  of  June,  Lewis  Gordon,  third  son  to  the  mar- 
quis, came  irae  his  sister  the  lady  Haddington  to  Aberdeen,  and 
tell  in  company  with  the  lord  Gordon,  his  brother,  ^o  made 
him  colonel  to  his  foot  company.  Now  diverse  companies  of 
horse  and^foot  are  sending  south  under  the  earl  Marisehall  and 
lord  Gordon's  repments,  to  compleat  their  nmnbers. 

The  town  of  Edinburgh  is  now  under  gr«it  fear,  and  some 
fsannons  taken  out  of  the  castle,  and  planted  anent  the  guard- 
house, as  was  saad  before. 

Now  parties  are  setting  out  daily  upon  Covenanters  as  well  as 
Non-covenanters,  to  furnish  out  horse  and  foot,  loan-money  and 
l^vy-money,  arms,  aild  all  other  things,  according  to  the  order 
set  down  by  the  committee  at  Aberdeen,  otherwise  thir  parties 
to  ly  feeding  upon  their  estates  and  goods,  both  ni^t  and  day; 
7— the  jiist  judgments  of  God  upon  the  Covenanters,  who  began 
thir  Vexations  !  and  doubtless  they  sore  repented  it  now,  thoi^h 
they  durst  notahew.it. 

Upon.Monday  the  17th  of  June,  the  coileginers  in  Old  Aber- 
deen were  latireat,  and*  the  Newtown  coUeglners  long  before, 
whfttt  used  not  to  be  laureat  while  Lammass,  for  foar  of  thir 
tiroables. 

The  lord  Gordon  Was  straitly  charged  by  the  estates  of  parKa- 
tnent,  not  to  receive  any  of  such  in  his  regiments  as  were  at 
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JUtmS  or  M»Btro0e»  or  any  landed  gentlemen  that  rose  wMi  the 
siarqok  hia  fiiiher,  escf^t  sueh  common  people  as  had  no  gooda 
to  tine. 

Upon  Sunday  the  23d  of  June,  after  the  forenoon  sermon, 
Mr*  William  Straehan,  minister  at  Old  Aberdeen,  made  inti* 
mation  oat  of  pal)dt  of  the  excommunication  of  the  earls  of 
Montvoee,  Crawford,  and  Nithsdale,  the  visooant  <rf  Abojm,  the 
loud  Kanest,  and  the  lord.  Ogilvie,  for  breaking  out  on  our  bor<- 
ders  in  serving  the  king,  and  that  they  were  aU  excommunicate 
by  ovder  of  the  general  assembly  through  all  the  kirks  of  Edin- 
boigh,  and  that  the  samen  was  ordained  to  be  intimate  through- 
Wt  all  the  kirks  of  Scotland. 

About  the  last  of  June,  the  earl  of  Calendar  marched  forward 
from  Kelso,  with  a  goodly  army  of  both  horse  and  foot  towards 
England.  Upon  the  1st  of  July,  the  Argyll  soldiers  removed 
out  of.  Glentanner,  Cromar,  Birse,  and  the  bounds  about,  which 
ibey  had  altogether  spoilzied,  and  home  they  go,  except  only  » 
em>tain  and  ogbty  men,  who  also  shortly  followed. 

Word  cfune  of  agreat  battle  fought  betwixt  prince  Rupert,  the 
earl  of  Manchester,  and  general  Lesly,  and  the  earl  of  Fair&jc, 
where  much  blood  was  shedt  the  viscount  of  Dudhope  sore 
bruised,  whereof  he  died,  and  his  corps  brought  to  Scotland. 
See  hereafter.  Thai  York  was  rendered  to  the  English  and  not 
to  the  Soetoh,  whilk  presaged  a  national  quarrel  betwixt  the 
two  nations;  and  the, samen  day  the  battle  was  fought,  being 
the  2d  of  July,  there  vnm  heard  throc^h  all  thir  parts  the  noise 
of  a  cannon  shot,  terrible  to  hear,  and  whilk  was  thought  no 
shot,  but  an  advertisement  from  God,  as  may  well  I^  seen 
bereaflber! 

Thece.came  out  a  printed  paper,  declaring  the  canses  of  a  pub* 
lick  fast,  whilk  copied,  is  thn  :-*- 

**  Qnues  of  a  SoleuM  FaH  and  HumUiaiion,  to  he  kepi  by  ordinance  of 
the  late  General  Aseemblg,  upon  the  Jiret  Sabbath  {^  July  next,  la 
Mi  inelani  year,  1544,  and  ike  Thursday  next  immedUslely  fdOoning. 

**  Isty  A  not  amwenUe  walking  to  our  oovenant  with  God ;  lbr»  flnt,  fiv- 
ner  seal  is  wanting  in  the  beat,  and  many  who  aeemed  forward  are  now  either 
beeoma  neutral,  or  aeeret  ondermineniy  or  avowed  adveraariea  and  apoatatsa. 

'« ady  A  great  guiltinaBa  lieth  on  thia  land,  that  temporiaing  enemies,  eape* 
dally  ministera,  aw  received  too  anddenly  into  the  ooTenant,  who  mind  noth« 
log  bat  their  own  enda ;  although  it  hath  pleaaed  the  Lord  of  hiairee  loye  t6 
maltiply  upon  thia  nation  unparalleled  &vearB,  in  the  plenty  of  truth  and  peace, 
BOtwilhataiKling  of  ail  theaeefetconapiradea  and  open  violeneea  of  enemies,  both 
withia  and  wkheut,  and  that  npon  ao  eoay  a  rate ;  (in  eompariaon  of  onr  dear 
brethren  about  na,  who  are  swimming  in  blood  for  pordtosing  and  attaining 
ante  the  like,  and  the  aamen  preek>ns  trath  and  peace) ;  yti  snch  is  our  mon- 
atmua  ingratitude,  that  the  haill  land  is  overflowed  with  a  speat  of  formality 
and  profiinity,  aa  aftpeareth  by  our  unbelief,  manifokl  oadis.  Sabbath-breaking, 
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(^|ffe%dpii6,  uneleaDneWy  drunkeoness^  and  aU  oihor  aorta  cC  aiiia  agniiiat  the 
liKwa  of  God  and  our  coveDant,  for  the  which  great  wrath  » threatened  and  i 
minent,  and  we  have  just  reason  to  fear  a  deqper  draught  of  that  cnp  than  4 
brethren  or  neighbours  have  tasted  of. 

.  '*  3d,  We  have  matter  to  8uppli(9ite  Uie  God  of  heaven*  to  blcn  and  prosper 
all  roeaos  used  and  intended  for  the  eataUishing  and  finiflhing  of  thw  rnvk 
among  ounelvesi  and  advancing  thereof  in  the  neighbonr  IdngdooMy  anch  an 
parliaments  and  assemblies  of  divine^  and  committees  drom  them,  and  amies 
already  in  the  fields,  and  going  to  the  fields. 

.  "  4th,  Because  of  the  unhappy  and  lamentable  division  between  onr  king 
and  his  kingdoms,  b^gun  and  fomented  by  ddiaqnents*  malignanta,  jesaita^ 
and  papists,  and  unnatural  countrjrmen.  We  have  great  reason  to  wrestle  with 
God  (who  has  the  hearts  of  kings  in  his  own  hand),  that  he  would  deliver  onr 
king  from  their  company  and  counsel,  and  fill  hia  heart  vrith  love  of  refimnn* 
tion,  and  thoughta  of  love  and  peace  towards  his  loyal  subjects. 
•  <^  3th,  That  our  gracious  Lord  will  be  pleased  to  turn  the  troubles  and  oom« 
naotions  not  only  of  thir  three  kingdoms,  bnt  elsewhere,  to  the  aooomidisliiag 
and  fulfilling  all  the  desires  and  wishes  of  God's  saints  oonoemti^  the  advsnee^ 
ment  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  utter  ruin  of  that  man  of 
sin  and  his  kingdoms. 

(Siciub.)  ''D.  KER.- 

This  fast  was  appointed  to  be  keeped  the  first  Sunday  of  JvAjr 
and  Thursday  thereafter,  as  ye  have  heard.  So  here  in  Old 
Aberdeen,  upon  the  7th  of  July,  we  had  a  fast,  altering  the 
church  by  nine  hours,  and  continuing  praying  and  preadung 
while  two  hours.  After  sermon  the  people  sat  still,  hearing 
reading  while  afternoon's  sermon  began  and  ended,  whilk  eon* 
tinued  till  within  half  an  hour  to  six;  then  the  prayer  bell  rang 
to  the  evening  prayers,  and  continued  till  seyen.  Thus  waa  the 
people  wearied  with  fasting  and  praying,  under  colour  of  zeal, 
whilk  rather  appeared  a  plain  mockery  of  Gk>d.  So  Thursday 
thereafter  the  like  was  kept  here.  The  king  and  his  poeterHy 
prayed  for,  the  queen  prayed  for,  but  none  prayed  to  confonnd 
the  armies  raised  against  him,  but  rather  prayed  for  their  good 
success.     Strange  to  see  sic  prayers  and  &st8  ! 

Upon  the  back  of  this  hunuliation,  and  about  the  1 2th  of  July, 
there  came  word  to  Aberdeen  that,  general  Lesly,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  earl  of  Fairfax  and  the  earl  of  Manehester,  grow- 
ing to  an  army  of  about  thirty-eight  thousand  foot  and  horse 
(whereof  Lesly  had  prest  many  out  of  Yorkshire,  lying  now  at 
the  si^e  thereof,  sore  against  their  wills  always).  Pnnce  Rupert 
hearing  of  this,  comes  with  a  brave  army  of  horse  and  toot,- 
nothing  inferior  to  his  enemies,  to  raise  the  siege;  and  upon 
Tuesday  the  2d  of  Jidy,  that  dlay  a  battle  was  foughten,  as  ye 
have  heard.  The  victory  with  great  blood  inclined  to  the  par-v 
liament's  side,  and  prince  Rupert  fearfully  routed,  as  was  de- 
clared out  of  our  pulpit  by  Mr.  William  Strachan,  saying,  the 
Lord  prevented  our  fasting,  by  giving  our  army  the  victoiy  bet 
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§ne  ear  himiiliclioii,  and  that  the  amiy  the  eanen  d^f  of  osr 
fast  waa  gmng  thanks  to  Grod  for  their  victory.  Howsoever  it 
was»  it  was  reported  that  general  Leely  was  not  the  occasion  of 
this  victory,  because  he  fled  the  battle  to  Leeds,  eighteen  miles 
fine  the  anny,  and  none  of  our  Soots  army  bade,  exoqpt  diree 
ref^iments,  one  under  the  earl  of  Lindsay,  another  under  sir  Da* 
vid  Lesly,  and  the  third  under  colonel  L^unsden,  who  fought  it 
out  stoutly.  York  rendered  to  the  earls  of  Fairfax  and  Man- 
chester, upon  condition  that  no  Scotsman  should  enter  within 
the  samen,  and  sir  Thomas  FairfaK  is  made  govemour.  Thwe 
was  store  of  money  sent  out  of  the  town  to  the  Scots  army, 
whereby  they  should  have  some  content,  and  depart.  Lesly  was 
evil  thought  of  by  the  English  for  this  day's  service,  and  some 
thought  Siey  were  now  beginning  to  lightly  our  Scots,  tending 
to  a  national  quarrel ;  there  was  much  blood  on  both  sides,  and 
prisoners  taken,  amongst  whom  the  viscount  of  Dadhope  was 
one,  who  died,  and  his  corps  was  brought  about  by  licence  to 
Scotland,  to  be  buried  among  his  honourable  ancestors. 

It  is  said,  prince  Rupert  rebuked  the  earl  of  Newcastle,  then 

Jovemour  of  York,  and  general  King  both,  in  ^iiom  the  king 
ad  too  much  confidence,  for  their  slow  service  at  this  fight ; 
and  that  they  were  more  given  for  gathering  of  gear  unjustly^ 
than  {cv  the  king's  honour.  They  feared  themselves ;  shipped  at 
Scarborough  quietly,  with  abundance  of  monies,  and  to  Ham- 
buigh  go  they.  .  Pnnce  Rupert  departs  his  own  wajni,  and  gene- 
ral Lesly  returns  to  Newcastle,  where  the  earl  of  Calendar  came 
also,  to  besiege  the  samen  by  land,  and  ten  of  the  parliament's 
ships  came  also  into  the  river,  to  besiege  the  samen  by  sea,  so 
that  no  men  nor  provision  should  come  that  way. 
.  Our  parliament  establishes  a  constant  committee  of  estates  to 
at  in  Edinburgh  for  ruling  of  the  country;  prorogues  the  par- 
liament to  the  8th  of  January,  1645,  without  warrant  of^  or 
commissioner  from,  the  king,  and  upon  the  —  day  of  July 
dissolves,  whilk  had  sitten  since  the  4th  of  June,  as  ye  have 
before. 

The  committee  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Aberdeen  the  11th  of 
July  is,  by  open  proclamation  at  the  mercat  cross,  prorogued 
to  the  35th  of  July  next. 

Ye  have  heard  in  many  places  before,  how  the  earl  of  Mon- 
trose was  heard  with  the  earl  of  Argyll,  anent  some  speeches 
aUedged  spoken  by  Mr.  John  Steuart,  for  the  whilk  he  was  exe- 
cute ;  how  it  followed  that  Argyll  intercepted  some  letters  which 
Montrose  had  sent  to  the  king ;  how  himself,  with  the  lord  Na- 

^9  the  lairds  of  Keir  and  Blackball,  were  warded  in  Edin- 
^h ;  how  Ae  lord  Sinclair  brake  up  Montrose's  trunks,  and 
cttrried  letters  to  the  estates ;  how  he  is  brought  before  the  com- 
mittee at  Edinburgh;  how  he  is  more  striedy  overwatched;  he 
and  Napier,  Keir,  and  Blackliall,  are  summoned  to  the  parlia- 
ment as  incendiaries  and  plotters ;  how  he  is  counted  one  of  the 
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fim  meendianaB  by  aot  of  pmiiaiiient;  baw  be  iahm  fiae  A9 
ottde  to  the  king,  being  in  Ediaburgk,  a  mianve  of  maeb  iotpacw 
tanoe;  how  he,  Traquair,  Keir,  and  Blackball,,  wen  handled  be* 
fare  the  parliament;,  how  diey  are  set  at  liberty;  how  tbqr.aie 
tnMibled  aa  incendiarita  hctfore  the  parliaaient,  aad.oonttnaed; 
bow  l&mtaeee  xode.  to  the  king,  but  had  no  pveeence ;  how  he 
tode  agun  tO'the  king ;  and  the  intuaatioa  of  his  AyiMnn^wy^pi^ynp 
lioa.  Montrose,  by  thbr  deeds  anddireBsaothen,  waa grienKnnly 
irezed  by  ^gyll  and  the  estates,  whereof  he  waa  the  ruigieader, 
and  was  for^  to  Asa  hia  natiye  covatry  to  the  king^a  inaji'istj 
for  rsdreas ;  and  after  he  had  shewn  his  mkid  amply  to  the  king^ 
he  thooght  wisely,  upon  the  samen,.  and  found  Ihir  estates  hast 
made  the  maiqms  of  Hontly  flee,  his  native  ooantry  likewise^ 
and.  his  haill  loyal  subjects  in  Scotland  oppreatpitifidly,  onder 
the*  pieteKt.  of  re%ion^  which  hia  majesty  majntained,  viz..  the 
tnm  protestaat  lel^^y  with  his  just  and  saered  anthorify ;  the 
fhndamflati)!  hues  and  privilei^  6f  parliaments ;  and  the  penes 
and  freedomof  the  thraUed  snljeat ;  and  oonsidered,  if  the  mar- 
qua  of  Hnntly  had  oome  in  to  the  esWes,  and  joined  his  power 
widi  theirs^  he  wes  likely  to  lose  his  authority  over  thia^nationi 
Tbit  king  hairing  thoeght  upon  thir  and  diverse  other  gnHusdsi 
made  utw- earl  of  MoBtrooe  nuirqnisy  and  gives  him  his  letters 
patent  ^  be  lientenant^geneial  of  Scotland,  which  gladly  .was 
aeeepted  by  Montrose,  and  faithfully  mroseouted,  aa  in  many 
places  herelaQ^  ye  may  see.  Tlie  long  nunishes  him  with  about 
one  thousand  five  hundred  Irishes,  brought  upin  West  Fhmde«% 
exnett  soldteni,  with  a  year's  pay,  amongBt  whom  Alaster  M4>o* 
naldwaf  a  valiant  captain,  bom  in  the  isles  (who  had  fled  At* 
gyll's  tyranny,  who  Ind  warded  his  fiither  and  two  bredven,  and 
Wok  thek  lands  and  possessions  from  them),  a  man  reaolved  to 
reveiigo  thir  injuries  against  Aigyll  if  he  might,  and  gladly 
look  tUe  occasion  to  hazurd  with  the  marquis  of  Montrose  in  this 
(anmce^  who  was  no  less  glad  of  his  service  and  assistance.  This 
migkty  Montrose  having  gotten  the  king's  patent  to  go  upimthe 
covenanting  rebels  in  l^tland  with  fire  and  sword,  and  either 
king  them  under  subjection  and  obedience,  or  otherwise  destroy 
them  all,  their  lives,  lands,  and  goods ;  he,  I  sayv  gives  order  to 
ibis  Alaster  McDonald  to  ship  his  soldiers,  and  land  them  in 
Avdnamurcban,  an  island  belonging  to  Arnrll,  and  dsetroy  his 
eenntry,  and  promised  to  meet  him  in  Socwland ;  and  lUrewiat 
gave  order  to  this  captain  of  his  carriage  and  travels  while  diey 
met,  being  confident  that  the  king  had  some  good  sul^ectain 
Scotland.  McDonald  takes  the  sea,  and  the  8th  of  Jul^,  lands 
in  the  foresaid  Isle  of  Ardnamurchan,  plunders  the  haiU  goods 
and  gear,  kills  the  inhabitaats,  and  bums  the  haill  country, 
takes  in  a  strong  castle,  and  mans  the  samen  with  all  proraion 
necessary. 

Thereafter  he  takes  in  another  island  and  castle  thereof,  bums, 
kills,  and  plunders  all.    Argyll,  now  in  Edinburgh,  and  hear* 
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ing  and  kiMirftig  of  <!&  biiBi]iem»  liartilf  {iraHdes'  aome  'jiaiAkiH 
flMDt  ships,  and  some  of  our  awn  Scots  ships,  ts^lDBSpdie  ssss^ 
that  he  should  not  escape,  and  himself  ssisss  in-bjr  1and*«intih  SB 
army,  that  he  should  not  win  srway  ihatgate ;  hut  tins  wise  and 
Valiant  McDonald,  hearing  of  this  preparation,  gives  order  ta 
keen  thir  two  strong  castles  for  his  use,  syne  Md&nly  ships  and 
lands  in  the  isle  of  Oty,  safely  marches  therefras  into  Kintsil 
had  Ahertarf,  wrote  to  die  committee  of  Murray,  theilk sattisgia 
Auldearn,  a  charge,  with  a  fiery  cross  of  timber,  whereof  every 
point  was  seamed  and  burnt  with  fire,  commanding  all  manner  ef 
men  within  that  country  to  rise  and  follow  ike  \mffu  lientenant^ 
ihe  lord  marquis  of  Montrose,  under  the  pain  of  fae  and  sword. 
The  burgh  of  Inverness  was  under  great  fear;'  but  he  pastby^ 
and  did  no  wrong  but  took  thnr  meat,  and  marched  into  Bada» 
DSch.  The  committee'  of  Murray  hastily  writes  tx>  the  eemmittee 
of  Aberdeen,  and  sends  the  samen  fiery  cross  to  them,  whilk  they 
kept ;  syne  writes  to  the  committee  of  Edinbuigh  i  who  sent 
orders  that  Murray,  Ross,  Caithness,  and  SuAerhmd  dioidd  be 
in  arms,  and  that  prodamation  shculd  be  made  at  the  parish 
kirks  and'  mercat  crosses  within  the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and 
Banff,  that  all  manner  of  men  betwiart  siscty  and  sixtees,  house 
and  foot,  should  be  in  their  best  arms,  and  at  their  rendegroi 
ki  Aberdeen,  upon  die  1 1th  day  of  August,  and  that  the  riiires 
of  KiReardine,  Elgin,  and  Forres,  shotSd  lunre  their  rendesremi 
likewise  here  the  14th  of  August  This  proclamation  was  priab* 
ed  and  published  diligently. 

'  Here  ye  may  see  the  inbringing  of  thir  oottmitteesiwers  to 
hoM  out  ihe  king;  for  n^her  he  nor  none  m  his  majesty  ^anfamo 
could  l%ht  in  any  part  of  this  country,  bat  adrertisements  paot 
to  raise  all  manner  of  men  in  arms,  to  maintain  their  csrmmnA 
flgltdast  them  that  sought  their  ovmlhrow;  where  I  will  ceasa 
while  hereafter. 

'  In  the  month  6f  July,  queen  Mary  shipped  and  passsd  Sm 
France,  where  she  was  royiuly  entertained. 

Upon  the  24fth  of  July,  the  lord  Elcho  and  the  lord  Bmrleigls 
Returned  to  Aberdeen,  to  whom  eame  the  earl  Bhriashall,  &i, 
earl  of  Findlater,  the  viscount  of  ArimUbnot,  the  viaoonnt  of 
Frendraught,  the  lord  Fraser,  the  lord  Cam^e^  with  sundry 
barons'  and  gentlemen,  who  held  their  committees  in  Aksidceii 
their  time  about ;  but  the  lord  Burleigh  sat  eoastantly  as  presi** 
d«nt.  Argyll,  as  he  promised,  and  was  expeoted,  «ame  not  to 
ihuf  committee.  Mr.  James  Baird,  directed  by  the  estates,. *aa« 
tended,  who  gave  no  good  counsel  for  die  country)  as  was 
thought. 

This  samen  »4th  of  July,  there  calne  in  to  their  committees 
out  of  the  shires  of  Aberdeen,  Banff,  and  Kineaidine,  eertain 
gentlemen,  who  had  set  oaution,  under  great  sums,  tooompaar,for 
sic  causes  as  was  to  be  laid  to  their  ehargo;  but  sncii  as  were 
within  the  shire  of  Banff  were  referred  to  the  comnuttee  holden 
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«t  Elgin,  and  sncb  as  were  within  the  sbire  of  Aberdeen  to  ibm 
committee  thereof,  who  sat  upon  them  only,  and  the  rest  return- 
ed home  to  the  committees  foresaid* 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  lairds  of  Oight,  Haddo,  wilii  anme 
others,  were  had  to  Edinbtu^h.  The  parliament  begins  first 
with  Haddo,  and  John  Logie  his  man ;  accusing  Haddo  for  hop- 
ing to  take  Patrick  Lesly,  provost,  Mr.  Robert  Farquliar,  Alex- 
ander and  John  Jaffirajrs,  out  of  Aberdeen,  as  ye  have  heard 
before.  ^  Haddo  answered,  he  was  there  indeed,  but  did  no 
wrong  in  taking  thir  men,  they  being  avowed  incendmries  against 
the  king,  factious  and  seditious  both  in  burrow  and  land.  2d, 
He  was  accused  for  rising  with  the  marquis  of  Huntly  in  arms 
against  the  country;  he  answered,  Not  so,  but  against  the  king^s 
enemies.  3d,  He  was  accused  for  the  dau^ter  of  Mr.  James 
Stalker  at  Turriff,  as  ye  have  heard  before.  This  he  denied  am- 
plieiter.  4th,  He  was  accused  for  killing  two  men  at  his  house 
of  Kelly,  when  the  samen  was  besieged  at  the  command  of  the 
estates ;  he  answered,  what  he  did  was  done  in  his  own  defence 
against  his  enemies,  coming  without  the  kine^s  authority  to  op- 
press him.  He  was  accused  upon  sundry  other  points ;  such  as 
were  true  he  boldly  confessed,  and  such  as  were  fidse  he  stoutly 
denied. 

Then  John  Logie  was  accused  upon  some  points;  and  after 
much  trial  and  inquintion,  the  parliament  referred  them  both  to 
underly  the  law  before  the  justice  and  his  assessors,  vis.  four 
nobles,  four  barons,  and  four  burgesses,  who  were  adjoined  to 
them ;  where,  after  mach  plead  of  law,  they  are  refelred  to  the 
trial  of  an  assiase,  and  Haddo  is  convicted,  1st,  For  being  at  the 
taking  of  the  provost  of  Aberdeen  and  the  rest.  2d,  For  raising 
of  arms  with  the  marquis  of  Huntly  against  the  country.  3^ 
For  killing  of  two  soldiers  at  his  house  of  Kdly,  and  for  some 
other  points,  as  was  said.  In  like  manner,  John  Logie  was  con- 
victed, and  both  condemned  to  be  beheaded  at  the  cross  of  Edin- 
bui^h,  whilk  conviction  the  parliament  immediately  thereaftier 
approved  to  be  good  and  lawful,  and  therewith  ordained  him  to 
be  forfeited  as  a  traitor.  It  is  said  the  earl  Marisohall  laboured 
meikle  for  his  life,  bat  came  no  speed,  through  the  malice  of  the 
kirk,  tiie  burrows,  and  some  noblemen,  which  made  Mariachall 
the  more  cold  in  the  good  cause,  as  ye  may  hereafter  hear. 
Haddo's  friends  within  the  town  desired  licence  to  convoy  him  to 
his  death  and  burial,  whilk  the  parliament  refosed,  except  they 
granted  to  give  up  a  list  of  sic  friends  as  they  would  have,  and 
the  parliament  to  choose  out  only  six  of  the  number,  upon  con- 
dition that  there  should  be  no  speech  betwixt  Haddo  and  them, 
coming  from  the  tolbooth  to  the  scaflbid,  nor  yet  upon  the  scaf- 
fold, whilk  was  condescended  and  kept  The  estates  directs  the 
provost  and  bailliesof  Edinburgh  to  convoy  him  and  John  Logie, 
with  a  strong  guard,  to  the  scaffold,  and  to  attend  the  execution. 
Haddo  prepared  himself  nobly  for  death,  and  caused  make  a 
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mfc  HoIUmd  obtb  gavk,  Inekmd  at  the  hmi,  for  bb  _ 

sheet.  He  had  on  his  head  a  white  pearled  motoh;  he  bad  na 
coat,  but  a  pair  of  black  breefc%  white  socks,  and  a  pair  of  mools 
on  his  feet*  Thus  is  he  and  John  Logie  brought  to  the  soaffold, 
with  his  si^  friends,  from  the  tolbooth,  guarded  as  said  is»  npoa 
the  19th  of  Jaly.  Some  of  the  town's  ministers  came)  .desiring 
hioDi  to  confess  his  sins  before  God,  and  to  tmst  in  Ids  merey;. 
He  answered,  he  did  humbly  confess  be  was  agricTous  sinner 
beibre  God,  and  craved  him  mercy,  and  was  assured  to  be  saved 
by  Jesus  Christ.  Then  one  of  the  ministers  cried  out  to  the 
people,  saying,  Haddo  confessed  himself  guilty  in  raising  of 
arms  against  the  conntry;  but  he  answered,  ^^Not  so;  I  con* 
fessed  myself  a  great  sinner  against  God,  but  never  transg;geosod 
against  the  country,  but  against  sic  as  were  disloyal  subjects  to 
the  king ;  and  what  I  did  I  thought  good  serrioe."  Then  the 
hull  ministers  railed  out  pltifttlly  against  him,  whilk  he  patiently 
beheld,  and  desired  to  be  relaxed  from  ezcommonieation,  alter 
confession  of  his  sins,  now  going  to  death*  The  ministers,  with 
some  little  grudge,  gianted  the  samen,  and  loosed  him  upon  the 
scaffold  from  the  sentenoe.  Then  upon  bis  knees  he  prayed  te 
God,  and  one  of  the  ministers  prayed  for  him ;-  and,  in  the  mean* 
lime,  while  be  is  pvaying  fervently  in  .prayer  with  God,  they  in 
his  face  caused  strikeoff  John -Logie's  head  most  oruelly  and  des* 
pitefuUy.  But  Hadda  was  no  whit  terrified  at  this  sight,  but 
constantly  continued  in  his  prayer. 

After  John  Logic's  deaths  immediately  there  came  up  to  the 
scaffold  two  heraulds  in  their  coat  of  arms,  one  of  them  having  a 
paper  in  his  hand,  cqptaining  some  articles,  and  likewise  another 
paper,  wherein  his  arms  were  painted  and  drawn.  Then  this 
berauld  with  a  loud  voice  jcriea  out  before  the  people  (whereof 
there  were  great  multitudes  standing  about  the  seaifold)  and  read 
these  articles:  *^  Ist,  The  parliament  has  found  thee,  sir  John 
Gordon  of  Haddo,  worthy  of  death,  and  tby  head  to  be  striken 
from  thy  shoulders.  2d,  The  parliament  declaxes  thee,  Jotm 
Gordon  of  Haddo,  to  be  a  villain  and  traitor  to  the  kiag  and  to 
the  country,  and  therefore  I  here  rive  thy  arms  in  thy  own  face ;" 
whilk  he  did  indeed  rive  and  rent, .  as  ye  shall  hear. 

The  haill  pe^e  standing  beside,  were,  astonished  at  this  uut 
couth  declaration  out  of  an  herauld's  mouth,  dad  in  his  -coat  of 
arms  upon  the  scaflbld.  None  durst  say  against  the  parliament's 
declaration,  but  most  part  of  the  auditors  thought  it  was  well 
done,  and  Haddo  deserved  all.  Then  the  berauld  said,  Sd,  '^  These 
arms,  which  thy  forebears  through  their  virtue  have  conquest  and 
won  for  their  honour,  I  declare,  for  thy  treason,  never  to  be 
worn  hereafter  by  thy  posterity;"  and  with  these  words  the 
berauld  in  Haddo's  own  face  rives  his  arms,  and  keist  them  ovsr 
the  scaffold,  whilk  be  patiently  beheld,  sitting  on  his  knees  aU 
the  time.    The  berauld  having  ended,  then  he  begins  a  little  Aort 
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prayer,  and  ends,  sa^ng,  ^  I  recommend  my  soul  to  God,  and 
my  six  children  to  his  majest/s  care,  for  whose  sake  I  die  this 
day."  Then  he  turns  to  the  place  of  execution.  The  executioner 
craved  him  pardon  to  do  his  office ;  he  gives  him  out  of  his  pocket 
a  double  angel,  saying,  ^^  Do  thy  office,  man !"  and  shortly  witk 
a  maiden  he  was  beh^ed.  The  six  gentlemen  received  his  head 
with  woeful  hearts,  which  with  the  corps  was  shortly  put  in  a 
kist,  as  John  Logic's  head  was  first  kisted,  and  both  together 
were  convoyed  to  the  Grayfriar  kirkyard,  and  buried.  Thus 
ended  this  worshipful  gentleman,  bom  down  by  the  burrows  of 
Scotland^  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  and  parliament  of  this  landj 
especially  by  the  marquis  of  ArgyU,  the  lord  Balmoinoch^  and 
the  kirk,  becanse  he  would  never  subscribe  the  covenant,  but 
stoutly  followed  the  king  in  thir  troublesome  times,  and  lived 
and  died  a  good  protestant. 

^    It  is  true,  the  Jaffrays  in  Aberdeen,  whom  as  ye  heard  he  fell 
in  odds  with,  did  him  no  good,  but  were  the  ground  of  his  death, 
as  by  the  progress  of  that  discoiurse  herein  set  down,  does  ap* 
pear;  and  albeit  the  beginning  of  this  business  was  of  small 
value,  yet  it  grew  to  a  great  height,  and  incensed  the  burrows 
mightily  against  Haddo  at  his  death,  and  bred  some  fashery  to 
die  country  before.     However,  this  valiant  worshipful  knight  is 
done  to  death  after  this  manner,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  kin  and 
friends,  and  of  his  six  children,  now  both  fatherless  and  mother- 
less,   and   but  young  bairns  also.     The  Jaffrays,    through  his 
de&th,   fand  not  themselves  the  more  secure,  but  held   under 
continual  fear  of  his  friends,   as  indeed  they  had  just  reason. 
And  albeit  Haddo  was  an  ancient  baron,  pf  a  good  estate,  and 
still  a  loyal  subject  to  the  king,  hardy,  stout  and  bold  in  all 
hazards,  a  friend  to  his  friends,  and,  terrible  to  his  enemies,  of  a 
good  life  and  conversation,  temperate,  moderate,  and  religioos* 
loath  and  unwilling  still  to  give  offence,  and  as  loath  to  take  of- 
fence, and  withal  a  good  neighbour,  loving  and  kind  to  his  ten- 
ants and  friends;  yet  thus  he  ended  nevertheless,  without  an* 
thority  or  warrant  from  the  king;  his  life  is  taken  from  him, 
and  his  estate  forfeited,  being  about  fourscore  cbalders  of  yearly 
rent ;  his  house  of  Kelly  abused,  his  costly  plenishing  plunder^ 
ed,'  his  girnels,  wherein  there  was  ninescore  cbalders  victual  to 
the  fore,  for  three  years'  rents,  by  soldiers  taken ;  his  corns, 
cattle,    horses,  nolt,  sheep,  goods,  and  gear,  whereof  he   had 
great  abundance,  alt(^ther  plucked  and  reft  frae  him  by  merci* 
less  rascals  and  runni^te  soldiers,  sent  down  by  the  estates  of 
our  parliament  upon  his  ground,  without  the  king's  authority^ 
and  no  part  of  his  estate  appointed  by  them  to  sustain  his  six 
fatherless  children,  but  sustained   (not  according  to  their  birth) 
with  some  friends  in  this  country.     It  is  true,  his  death  was  pi- 
tifully bemoaned  and  lamented,  and  some  thought  it  would  not 
go  unrovenged. 
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John  and  Alexander'  Gordons,  sons  to Gordon,  at  mill 

of  Kelly,  who  were  had  orer  widi  him,    were  set  to  liberty 
thereafter. 

Shortly  after  his  death,  the  provost  of  Damfries,  called  sir 
James  Maxwell,  was  headed  likewise  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh, 
for  receiving*  some  of  the  banders  within  the  town ;  a  true  king's 
man,  and  hater  of  his  enemies,  for  the  which  he  suffered  like- 
wise  death,  as  has  been  said. 

'  Now  the  parliament  goes  on  against  sir  George  Gordon  of 
Gight,  and  John  Gordon,  his  brother,  who  was  also  had  over 
with  him  to  Edinburgh.  He  is  accused  upon  diverse  matters, 
but  denies  all;  he  is  accused  upon  the  plundering  of  Banff,  whilk 
he  denied,  except  some  monies  he  received  in  borrowing,  upon 
promise  of  restitution.  It  is  referred  to  his  oath ;  he  depones 
conform,  and  subscribes  his  deposition ;  they  craftily  summoned 
over  witnesses  out  of  Banff  to  prove  him  perjured,  and  diereby 
guilty  of  death ;  at  last  his  process  is  continued  jfco  the  8th  of 
Januarv,  1645,  that  the  parliament  should  sit  down;  through 
whilk  delay  he  escaped  prison,  as  ye  have  hereafter. 
r  Nathaniel  Gordon,  cousin-german  to  this  laird  of  Gight,  see^ 
ing  him  so  straitly  handled,  and  Haddo  done  to  the  death,  looked 
for  no  better  himself,  if  he  happened  to  come  in  hands,  for  ris- 
ing with  the  marquis  of  Hnntly,  and  being  at  the  abusing  of 
Afontrose,  as  ye  have  heard ;  he  therefore  resolved  to  stand  out 
and  defend  himself  as  long  as  he  could ;  and  waits  upon  jSt. 
James'  Fair,  yearly  holden  at  Elgin  of  Murray,  the  24th  of 
July,  and  having  his  cousin  ■  '  "■  Leith,  younger  of  Harthill, 
And  some  few  others  of  his  faction  in  his  company,  he  waited 
upon  the  coming  of  the  merchants  of  Dundee  and  Aberdeen  to 
this  fair,  and  reft  and  spoiladed  the  harmless  merchants  of  about 
fourteen  thousand  merks  of  money,  to  their  great  hurt  and 
skaith.  But  the  spoilzied  burgesses  of  Aberdeen  came  into  the 
town  where  the  committee  was  sitting  for  the  time,  and  made  an 
heavy  complaint  upon  this  oppression ;  whereupon  they  sent  out 
the  lord  Gordon,  with  other  parties,  to  take  the  said  Nathaniel 
Gordon  and  his  complices ;  but  they  returned' wanting  dieir  prey, 
and  the  honest  men  gat  no  amends. 

About  this  time,  captain  Alexander  Keith,  brother  to  the  earl 
Marischall,  raised  an  horse  troop,  and  sir  William  Forbes  of 
Craigievar  another  horse  troop,  to  attend  this  country  ;  but  sore 
was  Old  Aberdeen  oppressed  with  the  first  troop,  which  came 
upon  the  last  of  July,  had  free  quarters  two  days,  and  cut  down 
the  green  growing  bear  to  their  horses ;  pitiful  to  behold ! 

Ye  heai^  before  of  the  down-sitting  of  the  committee  at  Aber- 
deen. Tliey  go  on  grievously  fining  the  marquis  of  Huntly's 
friends  within  the  sheriffdom,  such  as  came  in ;  and  upon  the 
last  of  July,  they  set  out  a  proclamation  at  the  cross  of  Aber- 
deon,  charging  all  such  as  had  not  yet  come,  within  this  shire, 
to  compear  yet  upon  the  8th  of  August  next  (whilk  tinie  they 
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had  most  graciously  ^canted  unto  tlwm),  otherwise  Ihey  ahimld 
he  declared  fugitives.  Like  order  was  given  .to  the  sldre  of 
Banff,  to  compear  hefore  their  committee  holden  at  Elgin.  In 
the  meantime,  they  are  curioos  in  trying  ilk  man's  estate  in 
Aberdeen,  and  within  the  shire.  They  brought  with  tiiem  Uank 
letters  of  h<Mming,  raised  in  the  king's  name,  without  hie  know- 
ledge, against  his  loyal  subjects ;  they  fill  up  their  letters  with 
sic  responsal  men's  names  as  they  tried  out ;  directo  out  meseen- 
gers,  and  charges  them  to  compear  sic  a  certain  day  before  their 
committees,  under  the  pain  of  homing ;  both  burrow  and  land 
who  was  responsal  were  cha];ged,  and  their  names  well  given  np 
in  a  roll  to  the  officers,  besides  ihe  letters ;  such  as  compeared 
were  demanded  before  the  conmiittee  what  they  would  wiUin|^y 
lend  to  the  publick ;  if  they  offered  sic  sums  as  were  agreeable  to 
their  estate,  and  found  reasonable,  then  at  the  receipts  of  thsir 
monies  there  was  a  band  drawn  up  in  sic  debitors'  names,  lordy 
baron,  or  burgess,  as  the  creditor  thought  most  responsal,  con- 
junctly and  seyerally,  obliging  them  to  pay  to  the  creditor  aie  a 
sum  (blank  and  not  filled  up)  whiUc  they  bad  borrowed  frae  the 
creditor,  and  whilk  they  had  received  in  name  of  the  pidilick, 
and  obliged  them  to  pay  the  samen  sum  blank  to  the  oreditor,  at 
what  time  tiie  pubEdc  received  monies  frae  the  parKsment  of 
Enffland,  or  from  the  malignant  papists  of  Scotland,  or  from  the 
excise.  Now  all  thir  bands  are  xnadB  before-hand  blank;  and 
when  the  money  is  deUvered,  then  the  debitor's  name,  the  cre- 
ditor's name,  and  the  sum,  with  annual  rent,  is  filled  up;  but 
no  term  of  payment  nor  date  is  contained  in  this  band.  This  is 
the  security  that  honest  men  gat  for  their  monies,  and  they  durst 
not  say  against,  nor  refuse  the  samen.  So  is  his  mafesty'e  loyal 
subjects'  goods  and  gear  stolen  and  taken  frae  them,  upon  feign- 
ed and  fraudulent  causes. 

2.  If  they  compeared,  and  made  not  a  graeious  offer  to  their 
contentment,  then  the  committee,  by  the  mouth  <^  the  lord 
Burleigh,  their  president,  ordained  them  to  pay  sic  sums  as  they 
thought  good ;  and  caused  charge  them,  under  the  pain  d  hom- 
ing to  make  payment ;  syne  followed  caption. 

3.  If  they  compeared  that  were  responsal  men,  and  yet  had 
no  monies  beside  them  to  lend  out,  then  the  committee  presently 
flimished  them  monies  upon  their  band  of  repayment,  with  the 
annuals  at  Martinmass  next,  under  failzies ;  syne  gat  the  siller  to 
themselves  and  the  good  cause. 

4.  If  they  compeared  not  at  all,  then  they  were  deiK»nneed 
to  the  horn,  by  virtue  of  letters  written  in  Edinburgh,  and 
brought  blank  to  Aberdeen,  and  filled  up  and  subscribed  by 
Arolubald  marquis  of  Argyll,  the  lord  Burleigh,  the  lord  El- 
eho,  and  by  these  letters  they  are  denounced  to  the  hom  for 
not  lending  such  sums  to  the  publick  as  were  insert  in  the  letten, 
under  the  hand  of  the  said  lord  Burleigh ;  and  upon  this  hem- 
ing,  caption  with  all  rigour  followed,  by  and  atlour  the  warding 
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\  m  die  to}lM>o|]i<»f  Aberdeen,  wliilepegnneiil  was 
[t  was  reported,  that  this  was  not  extended  to  thoee  wko 
bed  a  snfficient  calling,  and  were  worth  mx  thoniBaiid  meortce  of 
stock  allenarly. 

There  was  also  brought  oat  of  Edtnfanr^  a  number  of  blank 
bonds  Bobsotibed  by  Argyll,  Burleigh,  Eleho,  Palridc  Ledy, 
provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  other  three  peraons,  iKHind  all  eon* 
jnnetly  and  severally  to  pay  the  creditor,  lender  of  mon^  to.  the 
good  cause,  sic  sums  as  should  be  filled  up  in  the  samen  by  the 
president's  device.  Hell  never  hatched  sic  pieces  for  wreck  of 
ibe  country,  and  that  none  should  escape  1 

Upon  Sunday  the  4th  of  August,  a.tliankagiving  in  Old  Aber* 
deen,  appmnted  by  the  committee  of  the  kkk  to  be  through  all 
Scotland,  lor  genend  Lesly's  victory  overprince  Rupert,  as  ye 
bave  heard  before.  Our  minister,  Mr.  William  Strachan,  de» 
clared  out  of  pulpit,  that  this  victory  was  miraculous,  wrougbA 
by  the  finger  of  God.  None  of  the  pe<mle  durst  pray,  but  foDow 
the  minister  in  their  hearts ;  neither  did  the  minister  ait  down 
upon  his  knees  when  he  came  to  the  pulpt,  but  directly  stood  up 
to  his  prayer  f-— new  in*come  customs  f  He  prayed  for  the  king, 
wishing  Uod  to  give  him  an  heart  to  take  his  subjects  by  the 
band,  who  were  the  workers  of  diis  great  work  of  reformation, 
and  declared  openly  the  goodness  of  the  covenant  betwixt  us  and 
Eogland,  and  that  we  were  obliged  to  help  our  brethren,  lest 
ilmy  being  overcome  we  might  be  overthrown  also. 

Our  ministers  are  become  prideful,  and  great  railers  out  of 
pulpit,  without  respect  of  persons ;  and  so  rigorous  in  their  di»> 
oipline,  that  the  people  coidd  not  bide  their  pridefiil  behnviom^ 
and  none  durst  find  tavli  with  thir  disorders. 

Upon  the  9th  of  Awust,iproclamation  was  made  at  the  cross  of 
Aberdeen,  bv  sound  of  trumpet,  declaring  the  castles  and  houses 
of  Abergeldie,  Aboyn,  Drum,  Whitehouse  of  Cromar,  Aughter- 
foul,  Shethin,  Tibbertie,  and  diverse  other  houses  (except  Gight^ 
and  Kelly,  which  the  estates  thought  to  be  their  own  already )» 
thir  houses  by  the  parliament  were  ordained  to  be  casten  down 
to  the  ground ;  nevertheless  it  was  the  gracious  good«will  of  the 
general  estates  of  Edinburgh,  that  if  any  of  their  responsal 
friends  (who  wished  the  said  houses  to  be  undemidished)  would 
set  caution  before  the  committee  at  Aberdeen,  under  great  sums, 
within  mx  days  after  this  proclamation,  ih&t  none  of  the  country's 
enemies  should  be  receipt  within  them  in  all  time  coming,  that 
then  they  should  not  be  casten  down ;  but  no  friend  came  in  to 
this  effect,  thinking  verily  it  was  a  snare  devised  to  draw  gentlo* 
men  under  faibries,  and  so  beheld  this  proclamation,,  and  the  es- 
tates doings  both,  come  what  may  come ;  yet  it  pleased  God  that 
the  houses  were  not  casten  down,  but  yet  stand  still ;  albeit  it 
would  appear  very  strange  how  subjects,  without  authority  of  a 
king,  should  set  down  laws  upon  their  follow-^subjects  for  de- 
stroying the  policy  of  the  country. . 
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r  UpSon 'Svinday  £h^  11th  of  Adgust,  our  ddere  were  chosen  In 
the  kirk  of  St.  Macbar,  before  the  pulpit;   but  Mr.  William 
Stn&chan,  our  minister,  by  himself,  and  without  our  knowledge^ 
had  drawn  up  certain  articles  in  write,  which  he  caused  every 
elder  to  stand  up  and  swear  to  with  his  hand  holden  up ;  and, 
first,  he  tock  their  oath,  that  they  should  have  morning  and  even- 
ing prayers  in  their  houses,  for  example  of  the  parish  to  do  the 
like.     2d,  To  rebuke  sin  in  general,  and,   in  particular,  pro- 
faners  of  the   Sabbath-day,  swearing,  drinking,  whoring,  and 
such  like,  as  occasion  offered.     3d,  To  keep  themselves  free  of 
such  vice,  and  go  before  the  people  in  holiness  of  life.     4th,  To 
attend  the  session  weekly,  without  a  great  reason;  and  some 
6ther  articles ;  which  the  elders  and  deacons  wondered  at,  never 
seeing  the  like  before.     Yet  they  were  man  by  man  sworn  to  the 
samen,  suppose  against  their  wills,  and  that  the  minister  and 
they  baith  knew  that  they  were  unable  to  keep  the  foresaid  oath  ; 
yet  such  was  the  pride  of  our  minister,  to  charge  men's  con- 
seiences  after  his  fantasy. 

Upon  the  14th  of  August,  -^^-  Forbes,  tutor  of  Pitsligo, 
brought  John  and  Alexander  Gordons,  sons  to  —  Gordon,  at 
Mill  of  Kelly,  to  Aberdeen,  from  Edinbui^,  who  were  had 
there  with  umquhile  rir  John  Gordon  of  Haddo,  as  ye  have 
heard. 

'  Upon  the  Idth  of  August,  sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigievar, 
rickmaster,  went  to  the  place  of  Harthill,  and  there  cruelly  took 
ihe  goodwife,  her  bairns  and  servants,  and  most  inhumanly  shot 
them  to  the  yetts,  at  command  of  our  committee  of  Aberdeen,  as 
was  thought  (her  husband  lying  warded  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edin- 
burgh, without  just  reason,  these  diverse  years  bygone).  Some 
thought  this  Was  done  because  her  son  was  with  Nathaniel  Gor- 
don, at  the  taking  of  the  merchants'  money,  as  ye  have  heaM 
before ;  yet  she  wan  to  her  own  house  again  theresuftcr. 
.  Upon  the  17th  of  August,  the  lord  Grordon  coming  to  Aber- 
deen, saw  the  lord  Crighton  riding  the  samen  way,  who  went 
by  and  gave  not  a  salutation,  which  was  evil*manners,  and  rode 
to  Aberdeen.  The  lord  Grordon  took  some  offence,  and  follows 
into  the  town ;  but  the  committee  takes  presently  order  there- 
with,  and  causes  ilk  ane  set  caution  for  keeping  the  peace,  whilk 
the  estates  themselves  were  daily  breaking. 

About  this  time,  Thomas  Boyes'  ship,  richly  ladened  with 
Aberdeen's  goods,  going  for  Holland,  and  worth  two  hundred 
thousand  merks,  was  tdten  by  an  Irish  frigate^  to  the  great  hurt 
of  Aberdeen. 

-  Upon  Saturday  the  17th  of  August,  about  eleven  hours  at 
even,  Alexander  Irvine  of  Kingcausie  coming  quietly  to  Aber- 
deen (because  he  could  not  ride  upon  daylight,  for  being  at  the 
robbing  of  Montrose,  as  ye  have  heard),  William  Forbes,  natu- 
ral son  to  John  Forbes  of  Lesly,  happened  to  be  coming  out  of 
Aberdeen,  going  to  Banchory,  where  his  father  was  dwelliog:, 
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«nd  mei  with'  hSm  alM>ut  thi)  CrabesUme,  who  wbald  have  tUmI 
him  and  had  him  per  forc^i|o  Aberdeen,  looking  to  get  for  him 
five  thousand  marks,  conform  to  an  ordinance  of  the  estates,  that 
•who  should  take  him  should,  get  the  samen  sum.  Kingcausiei 
being  a  fine  gentleman,  scorned  to  be  tane  with  tlie  like  of  hins 
and  under  speaking,  this  William  Forbes  shoots  this  genUemaa 
dead  with  a  pistol,  and  therewith  strikes  him  ^uelly  two  stndce^ 
on  the  head.  Thos  is  this  brave  gentleman  misfortunately  mup- 
.thered  under  silence  of  night,  (never  winning  to  his  arms  to  der- 
fend  himself ),  for  greed  of  this  gain,  set  out  bv  the  estates, 
without  ground  of  g^liness.  Many  were  sorrowful  at  his  death, 
being  marvellously  well  beloved  both  in  burrow  and  land;  he 
left  behind  him  his  dolourous  wife  and  five  fatherless  children. 
Upon  the  morn  he  is  taken  up  and  buried  within  the  laird  of 
Drum's  Isle,  in  St.  Nicholas  church  in  New  Aberdeen,  with  great 
(mourning  and  lamentation*  This  innocent  blood  is  no  way 
punished  according  to  the  law  of  God  and  man,  but  is  esteemed 
and  publickly  approved,  as  good  and  loyal  service,  in  manifeat 
contempt  of  our  dreadful  God  and  the  king's  law;  for,  upon  the 
.2 1st  of  said  month  of  August,  four  days  immediately  aner  the 
bloody  murtfaer,  the  said  William  Forbes  is  avowedly  brought  ia 
before  the  committee  of  Aberdeen,  and  found  to  be  a  volunteer  ia 
air  William  Forbes  of  Craigievar's  company  of  troopers,  and  de* 
dared  him  to  have  done  g<^  service  to  the  poblick  for  murther* 
ing  of  this  gentleman,  for  no  other  reason  but  because  he  was  at 
Montrose  with  his  young  chief  the  laird  of  Drum,  drawn  there 
against  his  will,  as  some  said.  For  this  fault  the  taking  of  his 
life  is  approved  good  service,  and  absolved  therefrae ;  likcM,  the 
aaid  committee  sent  a  trumpeter  to  the  cross  of  Abordeen,  and 
■by  open  proclamation  absolved  him  frae  this  marther  freely,  and  • 
Aordained  five  thousand  marks  to  be  lifted  off  his  estate^  beiag 
about  twelve  chalders  victual,  whereof  two  thousand  OMrks 
ahould  be  given  to  the  malefactor,  and  three  thousand  to  Craigie** 
var,  rickmaster,  conform  to  an  ordinance  set  out  by  the  general 
committee  of  estates ;  likeas,  of  new  again  he  was  declared  there- 
after to  have  done  good  service,  and  to  get  his  reward,  strietlv 
charging  and  commanding  that  no  manner  of  man  should  speak 
or  say  against  the  samen,  bat  laudably.  But  the  Lord  looked  to 
their  presumptuous  sins  and  bloodshed;  for  in  August,  1645,  the 
aaid'  William  Forbes,  being  keeping  his  fiither's  house  of  Lickly* 
hmdt  shooting  a  musket,  shot  his  hand  frae  himself; — a  token 
;that  the  Lord  thought  not  this  innocent  blood  good  service !  . 
.  Upon  the  17th  of  August,  the  lord  Elcho  and  his  lieutenaoti 
Amot,  left  his  regiment  in  Aberdeen,  and  the  lord  Burleigh 
daily  holding  committees,  and  hastily  rode  south ;  he  returned 
not,  but  Arnot  came  again. 

Uptn  the   19th  of   August,   Alexander  Lrvine,  younger  of 
Drum,  bis  lady,  and  her  two  gentlewomen ;  Robert  Irvine,  bis 
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bffolber;  IMV.  Alemnder  Inrine^  00a  to  Jehu  Zmneef 
£M:d,  and  Robert  Irvine,  meMeiigMb  came  to  Aberdeen.  They 
were  convoyed  out  of  Caithness  from  shire  to  shire,  with  m 
strong  guard  to  Aberdeen ;  with  whom  came  also  Francis  Sin- 
dair  aU  the  way,  with  sixteen  gentlemen  in  his  train.  Tbejr 
lodged  that  night  in  skipper  Anderson's  house,  widi  a  strong 
goiurd,  and  mighl  not^go  to  aee  the  hidy  Drum  •dwriling  in  the 
town;  they  desired  to  see  her,  and  to  stsy  another  night  in 
Aberdeen  to  get  elean  linen,  whilk  was  refused  simj^eiter. 
Upon  the  mem  th^  are  all  convoyed  south,  except  Robert 
Irvine,  who  gat  libnty  to  bide  at  home,  because  it  was  fonnd 
that  he  followed  them  against  his  will.  They  were  aU  warded 
in  the  tolbeoth  of  Edinburgh ;  but  thesaid  Francis  Sindair  bade 
still,  in  Aberdeen,  with  his  own  servants^  to  get  payment  of 
^^teen  thousand  merke  for  taking  of  young  Drum,  and  five 
tbeusandmetkB  for.  his  brother;  didionoiiraUy  acquired,  and  as 
evil  paid,«albsit  ordained  by  the  genecal.conHBitteei>f 
Edinbfflrghrto  havie  been  paid. 

Deetor  Guildi  fully  set^  to  deetroy  thebishop^s  house, 
the  sods  of  August^  began  to  raise  the  j^vement  ef  the  hall  and 
dianriber)  and  to  break  down  the  great  joists  and  statdy  timber 
work^.hewnfdoovs' and  windows,  with  the  haill  slaites,  and  cana- 
ed'Cany  them  down  to  the  college.  With  the  pavement  he  laid 
the  floor  eT  the  common  schooL  He  took  down  the  rigging 
atones,  comer  stones,  with  the  rest  Sundry  thonght  that  he 
wannet'wise  in  doing  the  samen. 

Ye  heard  before  of*  the  incoming  of  the  Irishes,  and  proda^ 
matioosniade  at  kirks  and  crosses,  like  thunder;  as,  upon  the 
S6th  of  Angast,  all  manner  of  man  betwixt  sixty  and  aizteen 
was  chaeged  td  be  in  readiness  with  their  best  annonr^  and  wbo» 
Sf>  wanted  armour,  to  be  served  in  Aberdeen,  iviiere  there  was 
lying  one  thousand  mudrets,  powder  and  ball,  brought  in  befoi«, 
as  ye  have  bsaid,  upon  tbdr  band  for  restitution,  or  to  pay 
sigbtsen' pound  for  the  piece. 

Upon  the  said  -  2dth  of  August,  the  townddp  of'  Aberdeen 
waa'conveened  within  the  Grayfriar-kirk,  where  the  lord  Bar* 
Isigb  made  a  speech,  desiring  the  lord  provost,  bmUies,  and 
eovmoMty,  to  stand  constantly  to  the  covenant  and  work  of  re^ 
formation,  and  to  defond  our  lives,  wives,  and  children,  and 
goods,  against  the  Irmh  rebds  and  vagabond  people^  who  were 
eome  to  destroy  our  country.  The  pe<^]e  heard  his  epeeeh,  where* 
of  some  had  saudl  pleasore,  thintdng  in  their  minds  diat  tUs 
aovenant  and  work  of  refornu'tion  bald  bred  them  greatsorrow, 
travd,  and  expenoes,  for  furnishing  out  men^  money,  herses, 
arauM  quartoring^  and  taxations,  which  they  might  wdl  be«i 
free  of,  if  we  had  wanted  this  covenant  and  woA.  of  refommtion^ 
and  lived  as  our  predecessors  had  done,  and  likewise  had  been 
free  of  thir  Iridies  haagiag  over  their  heads*     Others,  aealous 
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tt  the  g9od  caose^  iihewed'  themaelveB  bardy  Und  stoat,  albeit 
they  bad  their  own  kneUing  eonscieneee,  and  did  little  good. 
Barleigh  haviog  ended,  they  pert  all  in  peace. 

Nour  the  eommittee  of  Aberdeen  made  the  lord  Gordon  lieaten* 
ant-general  of  the  north,  banning  at  the  barrow  of  Aberdeen, 
having  under  his  division  betwixt  Dee  and  Don,  and  the  haill 
ehire  of  Aberdeen,  sheriffdom  of  Banff*,  and  eome  part  of  Mur* 
ray ;  whereupon  the  lord  Gordon  rides  to  Strathboggie,  raises 
his  friends  and  followers,  and  appointed  his  rendesvous  to  be  at 
Kildrummy  the  2d  of  September,  who  eonveened  there  about 
three  thousand  horse  and  foot;  and  there  was  sent  to  him  out  of 
Aberdeen  about  three  hundred  muskets  to  arm  his  naked  sol* 
diers,  with  powder,  match,  and  ball. 

But  lord  Forbes,  lord  Fraser,  and  lord  Crighton,  oould  on  no*- 
wise,  with  their  friends  and  followers,  condescend  to  follow  the 
lord  Gordon  as  lieutenant  in  this  business,  and  came  not  to  this 
meeting  at  Kildrummy,  as  he  looked  for ;  but  they  plainly  de- 
clared before  the  committee  they  would  f<dlow  no  man  but  the 
lord  Forbes.  The  lord  Gordon  having  eonveened  about  three 
thousand  men  as  lieutenant  at  Kildrummy,  and  seeing  thir  lords 
Absent,  grudged  therewith,  and  his  friends  and  followers  not 
liking  well  the  cause,  went  ilk  ane  a  sundry  gate,  and  left  him 
lying  at  Kildrummy  with  about  four  hundred  men  that  durst  not 
go  from  him  at  this  time. 

The  committee,  loath  to  want  the  friendship  of  the  Forbesses^ 
Frasers,  and  Criglitons,  and  their  followers,  chooses  the  lord 
Forbes  to  be  crowner,  and  they  to  follow  him,  wherewith  they 
were  content;  but  the  lord  Gordon  was  offended,  aeeing  it 
touched  him  deeply  in  his  honour,  whilk  made  him  also  grow 
cold  in  the  service,  as  after  does  appear,  and  at  the  last  left  it 
mmpliciter,  and  joined  with  Montrose,  as  ye  shall  hear  here^ 
after. 

The  committee  begins  to  discuss  the  wealthy  widows  in  Aber*- 
deen,  and  to  borrow  money  from  them  upon  band,  as  well  as 
irae  the  men.  As  thir  matters  are  in  hand^  excises,  dinging 
^own  of  castles,  borrowing  of  monies,  taxations,  and  other 
daily  vexations,  the  committee  gat  some  other  labour  ado 
shortly,  albeit  they  were  still  busy ;  for,  upon  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember, they  caused  denounce  to  the  bom  twenty«-three  honest 
responal  burgesses  of  Aberdeen,  for  not  lending  of  sic  monies  a^ 
they  themselves  set  down,  whilk  the  lionest  men  thought  hard  to 
obey,  and  upon  this  homing,  caption  was  to  be  raised,  and  thehr 
persons  to  be  taken  and  warded  while  payment  was  made,  with- 
out law  of  God  or  authority  of  the  king.  But  this  committee^ 
givers  out.  of  thir  laws,  gat  other  labour  ado  shortly,  and  the 
honest  men  some  redress  of  this  oppression,  as  hereafter  does 
appear. 

Upon  the  4th  of  September,  there  was  direct  by  the  commit- 
tee a  proclamation  to  be  made  at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  by  sound 
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of  trumpet,  declaring  Fmncia  Sinclair  to  have  made  good  and 
iaitbfdl  Bervice  to  the  pablick,  ia  taking  of  Alexander  Irvine, 
younger  of  Drum ;  Robert  Irvine,  hie  brother ;  Mr.  Alexander 
Irvine,  and  Robert  Irvine,  messenger ;  and  therefore  ordained 
him  to  receive  from  the  publick  e^hteen  thousand  merka  for  the 
said  Alexander  Irvine,  younger,  and  five  thousand  mecka  f€>r 
the  said  Robert  Irvine,  bis  brother,  as  a  remembrance  of  hie 
eervice,  conform  to  an  act  given  out  by  the  gemend  eommittte  at 
Edinburgh,  ordaining  such  sums  to  be  paid  to  the  takeiv  of  tbir 
persons. 

And,  as  ye  heard  before,  William  Forbes  was  of  new  again 
declared  to  be  good  and  loyal,  for  murthering  of  Alexander  Ir- 
vine of  Kincausie,  and  to  get  his  reward  as  formerly  said,  strictly 
charging  and  commanding  that  no  man  should  speak  or  say 
against  tbir  persons,  but  laudibly  to  praise  and  approve  the 
samen,  in  all  places  and  conferences,  as  occasion  doee  offer, 
under  great  pain :  yet  the  godly  had  their  own  thoughts.  Fran- 
cis Sinclair  gat  no  more  at  this  time  but  five  thousand  mcrks  for 
his  unnatural  service,  whilk  was  little  enough  to  bear  his  ex- 

Emces  home,  with  sixteen  gentlemen  of  train.  But  behold  Uie 
ord's  doings!  This  William  Forbes,  in  August,  1645,  with 
shooting  a  musket,  shot  his  right  hand  off,  for  all  hia  good 
service. 

About  this  time,  John  lord  Loudon,  chancellor  of  Scotland, 
past  to  London  by  sea. 

Mr.  Andrew  Cant  got  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  Gordon,  whilk 
fleyed  him  to  the  heart,  and  caused  him  remove  out  of  the  town, 
and  bide  while  the  marquis  of  Argyll's  coming  here. 

Mr.  William  Rait,  one  of  our  Oldtown  baillies,  brought  in  a 
drill-master  to  learn  our  poor  bodies  to  handle  their  arms,  who 
had  more  need  to  hold  the  plough,  and  win  their  living.  The 
town  was  evil  vexed ;  it  was  divided  in  three  quarters,  and  ilk 
quarter  went  out  with  their  baillies  time  about,  and  began  the 
Bd  of  September.  This  gouked  gyse  wss  begun  by  our  baillie, 
to  shew  his  love  to  the  good  cause,  being  a  main  Covenanter. 
The  town  was  forced  to  pay  their  drill^mast^r  daily  twenty-four 
shillings  of  fee,  wherewith  they  greatly  grudged ;  but  it  lasted 
not  long.  Hie  baillies  broij^t  out  of  Aberdeen  thirty-eight 
muskets,  upon  band  to  restore  or  pay  the  value  of  them,  done 
chiefly  by  this  Mr.  William  Rait. 

Notwithstanding  of  tbir  fears  and  business,  our  committee  nts 
daily  in  Aberdeen,  Burleigh  being  president,  and  following  the 
wicked  counsel  of  provost  Lesly,  Mr.  Alexander  Jaffray,  Mr. 
Robert  Parquhar,  Mr.  William  Moir,  and  other  prime  Cove- 
nanters, and  mortal  enemies  to  the  king's  loyal  subjects  in 
Aberdeen. 

Ye  beard  before  of  imprinted  proclamations  set  out.  Now 
our  committee  of  Abmleen,  upon  the  6th  of  September,  gives 
out  order  to  the  sheriffdoms  of  Aberdeen,  Kincardine,  and  &mff, 
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to  have  thmr  rendeatvooz'at  Aberdeen,  horse  attd  foe(»  io  their, 
beet  armSf  apon  the  9th  and  10th  days  of  September  next,  add 
the  sheriff  of  Murray  to  be  in  like  manner  here  upon  the  I2th 
and  13th  days  of  September ;  but  none  came  oiit  of  Kincardiner 
nor  oat  of  Murray,  and  few  out  of  Banff.  But  some  prineipal 
men  oat  of  the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff  came  as  followib 
viz.  the  earl  of  Errol's  men  in  Buchan,  under  the  leading  of 
James  Hay  of  Mairyfold,  himself  being  bat  a  bairn;  the  ead 
Marischall's  men  in  Buchan  (but  himself  kept  Danotter),-  under 
the  leading  of  — —  Keith  of  Clachrioeh ;  the  earl  of  Kinghom's 
men  of  Belhelvie,  under  the  leading  of  John  Udny;  the  lord 
Forbes,  the  lord  Fraser,  the  lord  Crighton,  the  tutor  of  Pitsligo, 
Alexander  Keith  (brother  to  the  earl  Marischall),  with  a  hone 
troop ;  Lewis  Gordon,  son  to  the  marquis,  with  a  horse  troop^ 
(his  brother,  the  lord  Gordon,  being  absent) ;  sir  -William  For«- 
bes  of  Craigievar,  with  an  horse  troop ;  sir  William  Forbes  of 
Tolquhon,  Thomas  Forbes  of  Watertown,  John  Kennedy  o£ 
Kermnck,  —  Ogilvie  of  Boyne,  John  Udny  of  that  ilk,  sir 
William   Forbes  of  Monymusk,   John  Forbes  of  Leely,    ■  ■■  ■. 

Skene  of  that  ilk,  Forbes  of  Echt,  Forbes  of  Corsia- 

dae,  ■'  Forbes  of  Laigie,  Alexander  Strachan of  Glenkindy, 
Thomas  Erskine  of  Balhaggertie,  ■  Baird  of  Auohmedden^ 
with  their  friends  and  followers ;  diverse  others  also  out  i)f  the 
burrow  of  Banff,  and  ooantries  thereabout,  catne  to  this  rendesr 
vouz,  with  the  laird  of  Birkenbog.  Siclike,  the  lord  Burleigk 
and  lieutenant  Arnot  was  in  the  town,  with  about  four  htindred 
of  the  Fife  regiment ;  but  the  earl  Marisehall,  with  his  Mearaa 
men,  bade  at  home,  and  the  lord  Gordon,  with  his  friends,  came 
net  to  this  rendezvous,  alledging  he  had  gotten  wrong  by  the 
committee  at  Aberdeen,  in  choosing  the  lord  Forbes  to  be  cdo- 
ael  over  sic  persons  as  were  under  his  division,  as  ye  have  heard 
before. 

Ye  heard  before  of  McDonald's  taking  service  with  Montrose^ 
his  landing  and  progress  with  the  Irishes,  and  what  order  the 
estates  took  in  setting  forth  proclamations.  As  M^DonaM 
marched  in  through  Badenoch,  McDonald  of  Keppach  and  his 
forces  came  willingly  unto  him,  with  diverse  others ;  the  tutor  of 
Struan,  with  his  friends  and  followers,  at  his  Coming  to  Athol* 
came  nnto  him ;  and  here  likewise  James  marquis  of  Montrose 
trysted  with  this  McDonald  and  Irishes.  He  came  secretly  from 
England,  accompanied  only  with  crowner  Hay  and  crowner  SiIh 
bidd,  as  was  said ;  and,  clad  in  coat  and  trews,  upon  his  foot  be 
eame  to  Athol,  where  diverse  gentlemen  of  that  country  met 
him,  especially  the  Stuarts  of  Athol,  and  offered  their  service  to 
him.  The  lord  Kilpont  came  there^  with  some  friends.  This 
mighty  marquis  of  Montrose,  clad  now  with  the  king's  com- 
mission and  authority,  calling  now  to  mind  the  manifdid  inju- 
ries and  oppressions  done  to  him  by  the  estates,  espeeially  by 
Ai^yll,  since  the  beginning  of  this  covenant,  and  resolving  to 
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Tweugt  the  king's  qaarrel  nnd  his  own  both,  against.ihe  king's 
rebels  and    his  mortal  enemies,    to  the   utmost  of  bis  power^ 
(which  indeed  he  did  after  a  miraculous  manner   in   several 
battles,  as  ye  shall  hear,  to  the  great  fear  and  terroor  of  all 
Scotland),  he  marches  from  Athol  above  St.  Johnstown.     Tke 
general  committee  of  estates  at  Edinburgh,  hearing  of  the  Irish 
progress,  hastily  raises  out  of  the  shires  of  Fife,  Perth,  and 
Angus,  an  army  of  about  six  thousand  foot  and  e%ht  hundred, 
horse,  with  expert  officers  and  commanders,  ammunition,  pow* 
der,  ball,  and  four  field-pieces,  to  go  upon  thir  Irishes.     They 
were  well  in  order,  both  horse  and  foot;  they  march  forward^ 
and,  upon  Sunday  the  1st  of  September,  both  parties  meet  under 
a  muir,  four  miles  bewest  St.  Johnstown,  called  Tibbermnir ; 
but  the  lieutenant  foresaid  Montrose,  routed  and  defeated  their 
haill  forces  w4th  great  slaughter,  killed  one  thousand  three  hon- 
dred,  some  say  one  thousand  five  hundred,  of  their  men,  and 
took  eight  hundred  prisoners,  whom  they  made  to  serve  in  their 
wars.     They  gat  plenty  of  arms,  powder,  ball,  their  cannon,  and 
some  horse,  bag  and  baggage,  with  little  loss  for  themselves. 
Lieutenant  Montrose  atchieved  the  victory  with  few  men,  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  foot,  with  few  or  no  horsemen  at  all, 
and  with  loss  of  some,  but  not  many  men,  and  none  of  note  ex- 
cept the  lord  Kilpont,  who  was  by  one  of  his  own  men  suddenly 
and  unhappily  slain,  to  the  lieutenant's  grief.     After  tliis  con- 
flict, he,  upon  the  morn,  being  Monday  the  2d  of  September, 
takes  in  the  burrow  of  St.  Johnstown,  with  little  debate  and 
small  blood.     They  plunder  the  town  for  goods,  monies,  arms, 
ammunition,  and  such  of  their  men  as  they  thought  meet  to  serve 
in  the  wars,  with  all  the  horse  they  could  get,  whereof  this  lieu- 
tenant was  scarce,  as  I  have  said. 

After  this  business,  diverse  gentlemen  who  had  followed  the 
marquis  of  Huntly,  and  had  been  at  Montrose,  and  durst  not 
be  seen  for  fear  of  their  lives,  came  to  this  lieutenant,  glad  to 
hazard  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  his  service,  rather  than  to  live 
M  sic  misery ;  whereof  Nathaniel  Gordon  was  one,  accompanied 
with  about  thirty  well-horsed  gentlemen,  who  were  well  received 
according  to  their  worths.     See  hereafter  how  he  stole  away. 

There  came  also  in  to  him,  James  earl  of  Airly,  Alexander 

lord  Spynie,  lord  Duplin,  sir  John  Drummond  (brother  to 

lord  Drummond),  the  kird  of  Fintray,  Graham,  the  laird  of  In- 
verquharitie,  the  lord  of  Ogil,  Ramsay,  the  laird  of  Drumkilbo, 
two  of  the  earl  of  Airly's  sons,  sir  Thomas  and  sir  David  Ogil- 
vies,  and  diverse  others ;  and  as  they  came  in,  the  lieutenant  caus- 
ed them  swear  and  subscribe  the  king's  prerogative  and  oath  of 
allegiance.  Crowner  Hay  and  crowner  Sibbald  came  with  Mon* 
troae  from  England. 

The  committee  of  Aberdeen,  hearing  of  thir  troubles,  conveens 
the  Kfe  regiment,  lying  in  the  country  and  in  Aberdeen,  and 
■ends  for  lieutenant  Amot,  who  came.    They  sent  for  the  aoU 
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Aevs  lying  in  Anribmedden,  Oight,  Kelly,  and  Dram,  and  Biake# 
np  about  five  hundred. men,  and  Bends  the  oommittee-money  and 
best  gear  to  Donotter.  '' 

Upon  Sunday  the  8th  of  September,  warning  made  at  our 
Oldtown  kirk,  after  forenoon's  sermon,  that  all  manner  oif  men 
betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen,  within  this  parish,  (excepting  sic  as  is 
under  the  lord  Gordon's  division),  to  be  in  readiness  the  moniy 
with  fifteen  days'  loan,  under  the  pain  of  death,  according  to  an 
ordinance  of  the  committee,  and  this  order  to  be  observed  through 
all  the  parish  churches  within  the  shires  of  Kincardine,  Banff, 
and  Aberdeen ;  but  little  obedience  was  given  to  thir  untimely 
warnings. 

In  the  meantime,  the  lieutenant  comes  through  Angus  from 
St.  Johnstown,  and,  upon  the  6th  of  September,  encamps  near 
Dundee,  where  many  of  the  country  people  fled  before  his  com- 
ing, and  some  regiments  came  also,  whereby  the  town  was  strong 
enough.  Nevertheless,  the  lieutenant  summoned  it  to  surrender, 
but  they  stood  out  stoutly ;  whereupon  he  lifts  his  'earnp^  being 
about  three  thousand  foot  and  an  hundred  and  sixty  horse,  be- 
sides baggage  horse.  He  marches  frae  Dundee  throuffh  the 
Mearns,  writes  a  letter  to  the  earl  Marischall,  now  lymg  at 
Dunotter,  and  incloses  within  the  samen  a  letter  written  frae  the 
king  to  him ;  he  declared  his  intention  was  nowise  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  his  majesty's  loyal  subjects,  but  to  be  against  the  trai* 
tors  of  the  land,  enemies  to  his  rc^al  prerogative ;  and  .desired 
bim  to  rise,  concur,  and  assist  with  him,  his  majesty^s  lieutenant^ 
as  he  would  be  answerable  upon  his  own  periL  Marischall  wrote 
back  no  answer,  but  sent  his  mind  by  words,  and  syne  sends  in 
the  lieutenant's  letters  to  the  committee  at  Aberdeen,  shewing 
bis  fidelity  to  the  country ;  but  he  lay  still  in  Dunotter  when 
most  was  ado. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  incoming  of  the  shires  of  Banff  and 
Aberdeen ;  they  were  reckoned  about  one  thousand  five  hundred 
foot  and  three  hundred. troopers,  and  about  four  hundred  Fife- 
men  and  other  dispersed  soldiers ;  and  both  the  towns  of  Aber* 
deen  estimate  to  about  five  hundred  foot.  They  be^  to  watch 
the  bridge  of  Dee,  and  makes  some  safeguards  and  fortification* 
to  little  efiect.  The  town  of  Aberdeen  chooses  four  captains  for 
the  four  quarters  thereof,  viz.  Patrick  Lesly,  younger  son  to  the 
provost,  Alexander  Lumsden,  Alexander  Burnett,  and  Thomas 
Melvine,  with  other  officers,  and  major  Arthur  Forbes  to  be 
their  chief  leader ;  and  thus  was  our  people  betwixt  sixty  and 
sixteen  put  to  drilling  in  the  links,  and  carrying  of  arms,  and 
sent  their  wealth  and  committee^monies  to  Dunotter  to  be  kepU 
The  lieutenant,  in  the  meantime,  miskens  the  bridge  of  Dee, 
and,  upon  Wednesday  the  lltb  of  September,  he  crossed  ihm 
water  at  the  mills  of  Drum,  and  encamped  about  Crathes ;  bat 
the  lieutenant  himself  supped  with  the  laird  of  Leys,  tog^tber 
with  his  guard,  after  ho  bad  summoned  him  to  surrender  bk 
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Iioitack  He  did  oobarm^  bat  took  aonoie  arais  and'faorse»  aii4 
jHrwDises  of  some  men.  Leya  offered  him  five  tbouaaiid  jnerks 
of  money,  which  he  nobly  refased. 

.  As  be  |a  thus  lying  at  Cratheg,  oar  army  lyes  at  watdb  al] 
vight  in  arms*  and  many  town's  people  and  country  people  steal 
away  for  fear ;  whereupon  proclamation  was  given  ont,  forbid- 
ding any  to  stir  frae  the  camp  without  order,  under  the  pain  of 
death,  and  whoso  happened  to  apprehend  and  kill  them  in  th^ 
flight  should  have  five  hundred  merks  for  his  pains,  whilk  bred 
great  fear,  yet  many  did  Jhazard,  and  stdle  away  frae  the  caunp, 
albeit  the  ways  and  bridges  of  Don  and  Dee  were  straitly  watch- 
ed day  and  night* 

.  Upon  W^nesday  the  11th  of  September,  our  army  marched 
oot  of  the  town  to  the  Twa  Mile  Cross ;  but  upon  Thursday  they 
returned  back  to  the  town  at  night. 

.  The  enemy  marches  down  Deeside,  and  comes  that  samen 
night  to  that  samen  place  of  Twa  Mile  Cross,  where  they  set 
down  their  camp. 

tJpon  Friday  the  13th  of  September,  about  eleven  hours,  our 
army  begtna  to  march  out  of  the  town.  Lieutenant  Montroae 
writes  a  letter  to  the  provost  and  baillies  of  Aberdeen,  sends  a 
drummer  to  took  a  parley,  and  a  commissioner  to  deliver  the 
letter,  whilk  bare  a  command  and  charge  to  render  the  town 
to  bim  as  lieutenant  to  his  majesty,  and  in  the  king's  name, 
Irfaereby  he  might  have  peaceable  entertainment  to  use  his  ma- 
jesty's proclamations,  and  sic  orders  as  he  thought  fit ;  promis- 
ing assuranee  that  no  more  harm  or  prejudice  should  be  done  is 
the  town,  but  to  take  their  entertainment  that  night ;  otherwise 
if  ikey  would  disobey,  he  desired  them  to  remove  old  aged  men, 
women,  and  children,  out  of  the  gate,  and  to  stand  to  their  periL 
This  letter  was  delivered  to  the  provost ;  he  conveens  his  cenn- 
eil  at  the  Bow  Bridge,  in  Alexander  Findlater's  house,  where 
the  lord  Burleigh,  the  lieutenant  Arnot,  Mr*  James  Bsird,  and 
some  others  was.  They  caused  the  commissioner  and  drummer 
drink  heartily,  and  sends  an  answer  (by  the  way,  the  drummer 
#B8  imhapinly  slain).  Montrose  fand  their  answer  was  to  stand 
•at  and  defend  themselves  to  the  uttermost;  and  finding  his 
draoraieri  against  the  law  of  nations,  most  inhumanly  slain,  hs 
grew  mad  and  furious  and  impatient,  our  army  being  upon  their 
march  when  he  was  slain,  about  eleven  hours,  towards  the  Jos* 
tiee  Mills.  At  the  receipt  of  whilk  answer,  the  lieutenant  comes 
quickly,  marching  frae  the  Twa  Mile  Cross  to  meet  us,  charg- 
ing^^his  men  to  kill  all,  and  pardon  none. 

.  Our  cannon  begins  the  play;  otir  troopers  pursue  hastily; 
the  enemy  shot  their  cannon,  and  defend  stoutly  also  with.  mu»* 
keteers;  the  fight  continues  during  the  space  of  two  hours;  si 
last  we  take  the  flight;  our  troops  upon  horseback  wan  safely 
away,  except  ar  William  Forbes  of  Craigievar,  and  John  Forbes 
of  liaise,  who  were  taken  prisoners.     There  was  little  slaughter 
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in  t&e  fight;  but  horrible  waf  the  alaagbter  in  the  %ht  Hemmr 
back  to  the  town^  wbieh  was  our  townsmen'B  destraelioB ;  whwS 
aa  if  they  hud  fled>  aatid  not  come  near  the  towta',  fliey  miM 
have  been  in  better  aecurity,  bat  being  command^  by  PatMfe 
Ledly,  proTosty  to  take  the  town,  they  were  undone.  Ydt  kim«< 
eelf  and  the  prime  Covenanters  being  on  horBebnefc,  wan  away 
safely.  Hie  lieutenant  follows  the  chaee  into  Aberdeen,  his  men 
be^pring  and  cutting  all  manner  of  men  they  could  overtake  with- 
in the  town,  upon  the  streets,  or  in  thenr  houses,  or  roniid  about 
the  town  as  oat  men  were  flying,  with  broad  swords,  whlfoat 
mercy  or  remead.  Thir  cruel  Irishes,  seeing  a  man  well  ^lad'^ 
would  first  tirr  him,  to  sare  his  doaths  unspoiled,  syne  kill  the 
man*  We  lost  three  pieces  of  cannon,  with  muchgoodarmour^ 
besides  the  plondering  of  our  town,  houses,  merchants'  bofiitt% 
and  all,  which  was  pitiful  to  see !  The  lord  Burleigh,  Mr. 
Alexander  Jaffray  and  his  sons,  Mr.  Robert  Parquhur,  Walt«ir 
Cochran,  Mr.  James  Baird,  advocate  in  Edinburgh,  ahd  diTefSe 
other  Covenanters,  wan  away.  Montrose  Mlows  the  chase  hkti 
the  town,  leaving  the  body  of  his  army  standing  close  unbnAan 
while  his  return,  excepting  such  as  foiqgtit  the  field.  He  had 
promised  them  the  plundering  of  the  town  for  their  good  sst<b 
vice,  but  he  stayed  not,  but  returned  back  from  Aberdeen  to  iho 
camp  this  samen  Friday  at  night,  leaving  the  Irishes  killing, 
robbing,  and  plundering  of  this  town  at  their  pleasure  and 
nothing  was  heard  but  pitiful  howKng,  crying,  ana  weeping  add 
mourning  through  all  the  streets !  Thus  thir  Irishes  continued 
Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday.  Some  women  ihey 
pressed  to  deflower,  and  others  they  took  per  force  to  ^erve  the&H 
in  the  camp.     It  is  lamentable  to  hear  how  thir  Irishes,  who  htfd 

Gotten  the  spoil  of  the  town,  did  abuse  the  samen ;  the  men  tliey 
lied  they  would  not  suffer  to  be  buried,  but  tirred  their  cloatfas 
off  them,  syne  left  the  naked  bodies  lying  above  the  ground* 
The  wife  durst  not  cry  nor  weep  at  her  husband's  slaughter  bet- 
fore  her  eyes,  nor  the  daughter  for  the  father,  whi^  if  they  did 
and  were  heard,  then  they  were  presently  slain  also. 

As  thir  savage  Irishes  are  at  this  work,  the  lieutenant  g9ve 
orders  to  the  b<^y  of  the  af  mv  to  march  upon  Saturday  the  14di 
of  September  (except  sic  Irishes  as  were  plundering  the  towm 
and  lolling  oor  men,  which  went  not  with  them),  forwards  to 
IQntore,  Inverurie,  and  Garioch.  Upon  which  Saturday,  the 
marquis  of  Montrose  comes  in  to  the  town,  accompanied  wi& 
James  earl  of  Airly,  the  lord  Spynie,  the  lord  Duplin,  sir  JctA 
Drummond,  son  to  the  earl  of  Perth,  sir  Thomas  Ogilvie,  sen 
to  the  said  earl  of  Airly,  the  laird  of  Fintray,  Graham,  the  laird 
of  Interquharitie^  the  laird  of  Ogil,  Ramsay,  sir  ThomAa  Tyrie 
of  Orumkilbo,  and  diverse  others.  He  lodged  in  skipper  An^ 
dersbn's  house,  (th^  army  being  removed,  exeept  do  as  bade  be- 
hind plundering  the  town,  as  said  is) ;  and  first  he  causidt  put  to 
liberty  the  Imili  prisoners  out  of  the  tolbooth,  some  of  whom 
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w«r6  ]^at  up  for  foUowing  the  marqak  of  Hantly^  wliehsOf  John 
Oordon  of  Invermarkie,  a  brave  geDtleman,  was  one,  Alexander 
Irvine  of  Lentark,  and  Robert  Irvine,  messenger ;  others  for 
debt,  sic  as  Mr.  William  Chalmers  of  Blair,  and  diverse  othen ; 
about  thirty  persons  altogether,  vrhereof  doobtless  thir  gentle* 
men  vrere  most  glad ;  and  the  said  John  Gordon  of  Invermarkie^ 
and  diverse  others  went  to  him,  to  serve  him  in  his  wars. 

This  being  done,  he  causes  proclaim  his  majestjr's  lettera  por- 
tent at  the  cross,  being  an  ample  lieutenantry,  made  and  granted 
to  prince  Rupert,  general  of  his  forces  within  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  and  to  James  marquis  of  Montrose,  his  lieutenant-ge- 
neral, and  to  sir  Alexander  McDonald,  MK])oll  M^Kittish,  under 
him,  captain  of  the  Irish  forces  in  that  service,  for  taking  order 
with  the  insurrection  in  that  kingdom,  and  bringing  of  the 
king^s  subjects  to  their  wonted  obedience  by  fair  means,  or  by 
fire  and  sword ;  the  penitent  to  be  pardoned ;  the  malignant  oot- 
atanders  to  be  punished  with  all  rigour,  and  so  forth.  But  thir 
letters  patent  were  not  past  our  Scots  seals.  This  was  published, 
and  an  imprinted  coj^  affixed  upon  the  cross ;  thereafter,  another 
proclamation  was  made  in  the  said  lieutenant's  own  name,  com- 
manding and  charging  his  majesty's  lieges  to  come  in,  swear  and 
eubscril^  the  oath  of  allegiance  under  pain  of  fire  and  sword, 
whereof  an  printed  copy  wa^  likewise  afl&xed  to  the  said  mercat 
«roBs;  likeae,  he  intended  to  cause  publish  the  samen  through  all 
the  parishes  at  the  parish  churches ;  but  he  was  interrupt^  by 
the  coming  of  Argyll  hard  at  his  heels,  as  may  be  seen  hereafter. 

Many  who  loved  the  king  were  glad  at  this  news,  others  of 
the  covenant  were  no  less.  Thir  things  done,  the  lieutenant 
stays  all  night  in  skipper  Anderson's  house,  the  cruel  Irishes 
lolling  and  robbing  all  this  while  that  he  is  about,  this  busineaB. 
Sunday  all  day  he  stays,  but  neither  preaching  nor  prayers  was 
in  any  of  the  Aberdeens,  because  tlie  ministers,  through  guilti- 
ness of  their  consciences,  had  fled.  This  lieutenant  was  dad  in 
coat  and  trews,  as  the  Irishes  were  clad ;  ilk  ane  had  in  his  cap 
or  bonnet  a  rip  of  oats,  whilk  was  his  sign^  our  town's  people 
began  to  wear  the  like  in  their  bonnets,  and  to  knit  them  to  the 
knocks  of  our  yetts,  but  it  was  little  safeguard  to  us,  albeit  we 
used  the  samen  for  a  protection. 

Upon  Monday  the  16th  of  September,  the  soldiers  who  had 
bidden  behind,  nfling  and  spoilzing  of  both  Aberdeens,  were  now 
charged  by  tuck  of  drum  to  remove  and  follow  the  camp  under 
the  pain  of  death;  and  thereafter  himself  began  that  day  to 
march  towards  the  camp  lying  about  Kintore,  Inverurie^  Lesly, 
Liklyhead,  and  other  parts  about,  wasting  and  destroying  the 
eountry.  He  had  his  two  prisoners,  sir  William  Forbes  of 
Craigievar  and  John  Forbes  of  Largie,  with  him,  of  whom  ye 
aball  hear  more  hereafter.  And  albeit  the  lieutenant  marched 
thus  away,  yet  the  lord  Spynie  bade  quietly  behind  in  the  town, 
who  was  thereafter  taken,  as  ye  may  hear,  and  many  runnagate 
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Indies  bode  behiiid^  riflisg  and  Bpoifcingr  the  Old  and  Neur 
towns  pitifally,  and  none  durst  bury  the  dead ;  yea,  and  I  saw 
two  corps  carried  to  their  burial  through  the  Oldtown,  with  wo^ 
men  only,  and  not  a  man  amongst  tbem,  so  that  the  naked  corps 
lay  unhurried  bo  long  as  thir  limmars  were  nngone  to  the  camp  ; 
alheit  the  lieutenant  himself,  the  samen  Monday  before  he  went 
out  of  the  town»  gave  orders  to  both  Aberdeens  to  bury  their 
dead,  whilk  they  dU  with  great  fear  of  their  own  lives. 

Here  it  is  to  be  marked,  that  the  night  before  this  field  was 
fl>nghten,  our  people  saw  the  moon  rise-  as  red  as  blood,  two 
hours  before  heir  time !  and  siclike,  at  the  beginning  of  this 
battle,  there  rose  a  high  and  mighty  wind  out  of  the  west  south- 
west in  the  back  of  the  enemy,  and  face  of  our  people,  which 
was  to  our  prejudice ;  thirdly,  our  town  and  country  peojde  were 
all  guided  and  ruled  by  Covenanters  at  this  time^  whilk  stayed 
the  town  from  rendering  to  the  king's  lieutenant  upon  sic  fair 
conditions;  but  the  pride  of  our  nftagistrates.  Covenanters,  as 
sud  is,  would  not  yield ;  whereupon  followed  Mood  and  hard* 
ship  baith,  and  many  honest  men  brought  to  their  grave  through 
the  evil  counsel  and  wicked  governance  of  thir  malignant  magis* 
trates.     Sic  as, 


1.  Mr.  Alexander  Reid,  advocate.  94. 

3.  Mr.  Bobert  Reid,  advocate.  25. 

3.  Robert  Durward,  burgess  of  Aber-  26. 

deen.  27. 

4.  Robert  Ray,  burgess,  there.  28. 

5.  Robert  Harrow,  maltmaiij  there.  29. 

6.  Alexander  Findlater,  litster,  there.  SO. 

7.  Alexander  Jameson,  fanner,  there.  SI. 

8.  George  Fyfe,  laxfisher,  there.  S2. 

9.  John    Camrell,  master   of  fence,  33. 

there.  34. 

10.  Robert  Anderson,  taylor,  there. 

11.  Patrick  Ker,  officer,  there.  35. 

12.  Robert  Milne,  miller,  there.  SO. 

13.  Qilhert  Brock,  officer,  there.  37. 

14.  George  Piper,  wright,  there.  38. 

15.  Andrew  Lesly,  webster,  there.  39. 
It;.  John  Warrack,  webster,  there.  40. 

17.  James  Innes  in  Old  Aberdeen.  41. 

18.  William  Barnett,   taykr  in  Old  42. 

Aberdeen.  43. 

19.  John  Nicolson,  fhdtman,  there.  44. 
90.  John  Bodgie,  merchant,  there. 

21.  William  Morray,  taylor,  there.  45. 

22.  James  Low,  oordiner,  there. 

23.  James  Ramsay,  gunner,  there.  46. 

3  M 


Alexander  Panton,  burgess,  there. 
Thomas  Lindsay,  taylor,  there. 
William  Galloway,  oordiner,  there. 
Thomas  Steuart,  oordmer,  there. 
Thomas  Webster,  piper,  there. 
Peter  Sehewan,  burgess,  there. 
James  Brayns,  alias  Altibrs,  therei 
John  Douglas,  taylor,  there. 
Andrew  Davidson,  wpght,  there. 
James  Paterson,  wright,  there. 
Alexander  Reid,  servitor  to  Geo. 

Farquhar. 
Gilbert  Adam,  cordiner,  there. 
Gilbert  Wilson,  cooper,  there. 
Andrew  Burnet,  burgess,  there. 
William  Morison,  bui^gess,  there. 
George  Laing,  taylor,  there. 
William  Thomson,  taylor,  there. 
John  Bonner  in  Clerkseat 
James  Hall,  maltman  in  Aberdeen. 
WiHitm  Roust,  webster,  there. 
Alexander    Robertson,     Webster, 

there. 
Alexander     Robertson,    webster, 

there. 
Thomas  Fiddes,  laxflaher,  there. 
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47.  Aliexander    Middleton,    bn^eBs, 

there. 

48.  William  Smith,  webster,  there. 

49.  William  Christie,  cobler,  there. 

50.  George  Robertson,  smith,  there. 

51.  Alexander  Mar»  stone-leader,  there. 

55.  James  Mar  in  Robslaw. 

53.  William  Kelman,  webster  in  Aber- 

deen. 

54.  George  Mar,  elder,  there. 
&6.  George  Mar,  younger,  there. 

56.  Charles  Stephen,  litster,  there. 

57.  Vice  Thomson,  scholar,  there. 

58.  George  Wood,  hnkster,  there. 

59.  Alexander    Davidson,     gardener, 

there. 

60.  William  Camming,  laxfisher,  there. 

61.  AlexanderThom8on,maltman,there 
69.  Samuel  Meason,  burgess,  there. 
63. Meason,  his  son. 

64.  Thomas  Moir,  nvebster,  there. 

65.  John  Strachan,  webster,  there. 

66.  George  Auchinleck,  there. 

67.  David  Milne,  post,  there. 

68.  John  Calder,  kail-seller,  there. 

69.  — —  Clark,    brother   to    James 

Clark,  slater,  there. 

70.  James  Home,  smith,  there. 

71.  Robert  Gordon,  taylor,  there. 

72.  Robert  Anderson,  taylor,  there. 


73.  Andrew  Davidson,  tanner,  there. 

74.  James  Rob,  drummer,  there. 

75.  James  Skene,  cook,  there. 

76.  — —  —  servitor  to  Alexander 

WiDox,  there. 

77.  William  May,  there. 

78.  Thomas  Stenart,  oordiner,  ihere^ 

79.  George  Camming,  there. 

80.  ^ 

gj^  (Three  men    slain    to  William 

r    Smith  in  .Giloomstown. 


852. 

83.  ^ 

F  Three  men  slain  to  James  Crook- 

®*-   I     shank  of  NewhiUs. 

85.  J 

86.  William  Auld,  at  the  Bridge  of 

Dee. 

87.  Gilbert  Strachan,  there. 

88.  William  Freeman,  there. 

89.  James  Davidson,  webster  in  Aber- 

deen. 

90.  Thomas  Fraser,  laxfisher,  tlicre^ 

91.  James  Ord,  stabler,  there. 

92.  George  Black,  Uylor,  there. 

93.  Andrew  Torrie  in  Old  Aberdeen. 

94.  William  Muir,  skinner,  there. 

95.  Thomas  Volum,  there. 

96.  John  M'Konachie,  there. 

97.  John  Glennie  in  Aberdeen. 

98.  John  Law,  webster,  there. 


Thir  persons  were  not  Covenanters,  but  harled  out  sore  against 
their  wills  to  fight  against  the  king's  lieutenant* 

Besides  whom,  there  was  also  sl^  of  Covenanters  diverse  and 
sundry  other  persons.     Sic  as, 


1.  Mr.  Matthew  Lumsden,  baillie  in 

Aberdeen. 
8.  Thomas  Barclay,  taylor,  there. 
S.  Peter  Burry,  burgess,  there. 

4.  William  Innes,  burgess,  there. 

5.  William  Ronald,  merchant,  there. 

6.  Thomas  Robertson,  cordiner,  there. 

7.  James  Milne,  saddler,  there. 

8.  lliomas  Burnett,  merchant,  there. 

9.  David  £die,  burgess,  there. 

10.  George  Maschlet,  couper,  there. 


11.  George  Burnett,  boigeas,  there. 
1^  John  Burnett,  buigess,  there. 

13.  Andrew  Rob,  causey-maker,  then. 

14.  Thomas  Buck,  burgess,  there. 

15.  John  Oownie,  wright,  there. 

16.  Robert  Lesly,  maltman,  there. 

17.  Thomas  Thomson,  burgess,  there. 

18.  "^  There  were  three  servants  slain 

19.  >•    to  Andrew  Burnet  of  8bed« 
90.  J     docksley. 
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Tbir  pemle  were  towngmeii,  dain  in  tfie  fight,  and  in  the 
flight,  chiefly  the  day  of  the  battle,  and  theret^r  without  the 
town,  about  Justice  Mills,  Forester  Hill,  Sheddocksley,  and  other 
parts  of  the  ifreedom,  and  within  the  town,  in  their  bouses  and 
on  the  causey,  indwellers  within  the  town  and  freedom  thereof. 
There  was  also  slain  some  country  people,  and  some  of  the  Fife 
regiment ;  but  to  Montrose  there  were  few  killed  that  came  to  our 
knowledge. 

It  may  be  clearly  seen  how  our  dread  sovereign  was  forced  to 
draw  the  sword  to  suppress  his  disloyal  subjects,  who,  after  he 
had  granted  our  haill  desires,  was  crossed,  by  sending  in  armies 
to  England  without  his  licence  or  authority ;  yea,  and  taking 
part  with  the  enemies  of  that  kingdom  against  his  royal  majesty, 
and  without  any  warrant  of  bis  highness,  and  contrary  to  mo- 
narchical government ;  whereupon  he  is  forced  to  draw  his  sword, 
BB  said  is,  and  many  of  his  good  and  loyal  subjects  lose  their 
lives,  drawn  on  in  service  against  him  by  the  Covenanters,  sore 
4igainst  their  wills,  as  may  be  seen  in  doleful  Aberdeen,  and  be- 
fore at  Tibbermuir,  at  St.  Johnstown,  and  in  England  and  Ire- 
land also. 

Ye  heard  before  how  lieutenant  Montrose  marched  out  of 
Aberdeen;  upon  Monday  the  16th  of  September,  there  came 
in  to  him  — —  Gordon  of  Abergeldie,  and  Donald  Farqubarson 
of  TuUiegarmount,  with  diverse  other  friends  and  followers,  all 
gentlemen  distressed  for  fitvouring  and  following  the  house  of 
Huntly ;  and  he  marched  this  Monday  towards  the  camp  lying 
at  Inverurie  and  country  about. 

In  the  meantime  the  marquis  of  Argyll  is  come  to  Brechin, 
where  diverse  meet  him,  such  as  the  earl  MarischaJl,  the  lord 
Gordon  (who  lay  quiet  before),  the  lord  Forbes,  the  lord  Eraser, 
the  lord  Crighton,  with  diverse  other  barons,  Covenanters.  He 
was  about  ten  troops  of  horse,  having  his  foot  army  following 
him ;  and  he  was  conveyed  from  Brechin  to  the  place  of  Drum 
npon  Tuesday  the  17th  of  September,  where  he  stayed  that 
night. 

Now,  as  sorrowful  Aberdeen  is  lamenting  their  losses  after 
Montrose  left  the  town,  thinking  to  get  no  more  vexation,  there 
comes  in  upon  the  Wednesday,  and  18th  of  September  thereafter, 
certain  of  Argyll's  troops,  with  sound  of  trumpet,  himself  being 
at  Drum;  whereupon  Patrick  Lesly,  provost,  and  Patrick  Lesly, 
his  eldest  son,  Mr.  Alexander  Jaffiray  and  his  sons,  Mr.  Robert 
Farquhar,  Mr.  William  Moir,  Walter  Cochran,  Mr.  Andrew 
Cant,  minister,  and  remanent  Covenanters  of  Aberdeen,  the  lord 
Burleigh,  lieutenant  Arnot,  Mr.  James  Baird,  and  others,  who 
fled  the  fight,  came  ilk  ane  after  other  in  Aberdeen,  and  crop 
the  causey  bravely ;  but  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  came  from  Edinburgh, 
as  ye  have  before. 

Upon  this  samen  Wednesday,  and  18th  of  September,  procla- 
mations were  made,  by  the  marquis  of  Argyll's  direction,  at  the 

3  M  2 
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cross  of  Abetdeen,  'deeIarhig^tIui"waErqiiiii  of  Montrose,  Us  fol- 
lowers, assisters  and  partakers,  to  be  traitsrs  to  religion,  kin^, 
and  country,  and  wlio  should  bring  in  Montrose,  quick  or  dead, 
should  have  for  his  reward  twenty  thousttnd  pounds ;  and  «ieKke 
the  town's  people,  who  for  fear  of  Montrose  had  -fled  l^feir  booses, 
were  charged  to  return  back  again,  aend  five  in  peace;  but  they 
gat  more  troubles.  Some  thought  this  procIamatioD,  givsn  ont 
by  Argyll's  direction  against  the  king's  lieutenant-general,  ^lad 
with  his  letters  patent,  was  well  strange  to  a  sobject  to  do 
against  the  king's  authority. 

Upon  Thursday  the  19th  of  September,  about  three  hoars 
afternoon,  there  came  into  Aberdeen,  three  fck>t  r^ments  oiit 
of  Argyll,  estimate  to  three  thousand  men ;  one  foot  regiment 
under  the  earl  of  Lothian,  another  Ibot  regiment  under  the  Urd 
of  Lares,  and  an  horse  regiment  under  the  earl  of  Dalhoosie, 
brought  by  Argyll  out  of  England  for  this  service  against  M<m- 
trose. 

This  multitude  of  people  lived  upon  free  quarters,  a  n^w  grief 
to  both  towns ;  whereof  there  was  quartered  on  poor  Old  Aber- 
deen, Argyll's  own  three  regiments.  The  soldiers  had  their 
baggage  carried,  and  craved  nothing  but  hoase^Toom  and  fire ; 
<but  ilk  captain,  with  twelve  gentlemen,  had  free  quarters  so  long 
as  the  town  had  meat  or  drink  for  two  ordinaries ;  but  the  third 
ordinary,  they  famished  themselves  out  of  their  own  baggage  and 
provision,  having  store  of  meat,  nolt,  and  sheep,  carried  with 
them ;  but  the  first  night  they  drank  out  all  the  stale  ale  in  Old 
Aberdeen,  and  lived  upon  wort  thereafter.  It  is  said  the  marquis 
of  Argyll  had  followed  tfair  Irishes  who  fled  out  of  his  country 
about  ten  weeks'  time,  but  could  never  win  within  two  days  and 
a  halFs  journey  towu'ds  them,  but  now  his  foot  army  lymg  at 
Aberdeen  was  within  half  a  day's  journey  of  t^em,  lying  about 
Inverurie  and  the  Garioch;  and  so  Argyll  himself,  with  his 
troops  lying  now  at  Drum,  was  within  like  distance  to -them; 
but  little  following  was  there  now,  ilk  party  berrying  and  de- 
stroying the  country  wherever  they  came,  in  their  bestial,  nolt, 
sheep,  ky,  victuals,  and  other  goods,  and  in  finding  their  horse- 
troops  and  baggage-^horse  with  com,  whereof  the  corns  about 
]both  Aberdeens  felt  the  smart. 

Upon  Saturday  the  21st  of  September,  Old  Aberdeen  was 
compelled  to  furnish  twenty  baggage-horse  to  follow  Ai^li's 
three  foot  regiments,  quartered  in  our  town,  who  had  lyen  since 
Thursday  afternoon  till  this  Saturday,  that  they  began  to  march 
towards  the  place  of  Drum  and  the  countries  about.  They  had 
captains  and  commanders  with  Argyll's  colours,  which  were 
black,  and  a  yellow  cross  going  through  them,  bearing  this 
motto,  <*  For  religion,  country,  king,  and  covenant/'  ftfarvel- 
lous  to  see  Argyll,  wilh  his  horse  troops  and  foot  army,  so  near 
his  enemy,  and  to  ly  still  without  pursuing  of  them  so  h>ng  time ! 
However,  he  takes  resolution  to  send  half  of  bis  Argyll  men  back 
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tokbep  the  eotintry,  and  to  keep  tbe  otlier  half  beeide  hlmael^ 
whilk  was  so  done. 

Lieutenant  Montrose,  lying  at  Kintere  and  Inveroiie,  upon 
Monday  the  i6th  of  September,  and  hearing  of  Argyll's  coming 
to  Drum,  jnst  upon  the  molm  he  begins  to  march  towards  Sp0y« 
mde,  bat  conldnbt  win  over  the  water,  the  boats  being  drbwn 
on  the  other  side,  and  Murray  conveened  in  arms.  Montrose 
sees  it  was  so ;  he  then  draws  himself  towards  tbe  wood  of  Aber* 
nethie,  and  there  lies  still*  Argyll  being  at  Dram,  follows  him 
the  length  of  Strathboggie,  and  retarns.witheut  more  vassajage ; 
and  the  sanren  Sattnrday  that  his  footmen  went  out  of  Aberdeen, 
being  l^e  21st  of  Septenriber,  he  comes  quietly  io  Aberdeen  upon 
the  night,  with  a  few  horse.  The  earl  of  Lothian's  regiment  and 
laird  of  Lare's  r<^ment  was  lying  in  Aberdeen  before  him,  at- 
tending bis  service,  for  he  had  stayed  two  nights  at  the  plfvse  of 
Dram  before  he  went  ts  Strathboggie,'  following  Montrose,  and 
returned  to  Aberdeen,  as  i  have  said.  The- earl  of  Findlater^  and 
diverse  country  barons,  meet  hion  at  Aberdeen,  Contrair  to  the 
king's  lieutenant;  bat  Argyll  washy  our  estates  made  governour 
of  Seothmd,  with  power  to  raise  arms  aeainst  him,  whilk  was 
strange  to  see,  under  a  monarchical  kingT 

Now,  here  by  the  way  it  is  to  be  notod,  that  upon  the  samen 
Saturday  that  Argyll  came  to  Aberdeen,  the  lord  l^ynie,  biding 
behind  Montrose,  was  ti^en  and  warded  in  ike  tolbooth  of  Aber- 
deen, as  ye  heard  before,  and  this  Saturday  had  to  Edinbui^, 
where  he  was  there  warded  again.  He  was  convoyed  south  with 
Craigievar's  troop ;  with  whom  Robert  lord  Burleigh,  Mr.  James 
Baird,  advocate,  John  Denham,  commissary-general,  and  the 
rest  went  also,  wroolving  to  hold  no  committee  in  Aberdeen  more 
at  this  time. 

Sunday  the  32d  of  September,  preaching  in  both  Aberdeens 
by  our  nunisters,  who  had  now  returned  fri^  their  flight  back  to 
Aberdeen.  After  the  forenoon's  sermon,  Mr.  William  Straehan 
read  out  a  paper,  ohai^ng  all  manner  of  men  within  this  parish 
to  bring  in  their  horses  of  forty  pound  price  and  above,  against 
the  '26th  of  September  next,  and  the  lord  Gordon's  regiment 
under  his  division  to  come  in  the  samen  day,  but  no  obedience  Was 
given  to  thir  charges. 

Sunday  aiWnoon,  Argyll  held  a  council  of  war ;  Monday  the 
28d  of  September,  be  Ulrawise  held  a  coimcil  of  war ;  where  it  is 
to  be  noted,  that  the  earl  Marischall,  the  lord  Gordon,  Forbes, 
Fraser,  nor  Crighton,  nor  none  other  of  the  Covenanting  barons, 
drew  up  their  friends  and  followers  within  the  sheri£fdom8  of 
Kincardine,  Aberdeen,  or  Banff,  to  follow  and  assist  Argyll,  as 
they  were  wont  to  rise  before,  in  the  beginning  of  this  covenant. 

Now,  after 'this  council  of  war,  Argyll  g^es  to  horse,  and  be^ 
^ns  to  march  from  Aberdeen,  with  the  earl  of  Lothian  and  laird 
of  Lure's  two  regiments,  towards  Strathboggie ;  and  as  be  goes 
out,  in  comes  the  somen  Monday  to  Aberdeen,  Uie  Idirdof  Buch- 
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uinan's  repment,  about  mght  baadred  foot';  ht  stayed  all  n^ht, 
and  upon  the  mom  marches  after  Argyll.  But  pitafnlly  was 
both  Aberdeens,  and  the  country  about,  plagued  in  furnishing 
baggage-horse  to  thtr  haill  regiments,  as  they  daily  came  in,  mo 
that  no  horse  was  left  to  bring  in  the  shorn  corns  to  the  oi»ii- 
yard,  nor  to  bring  in  a  load  of  peats  to  the  fire^  nor  a  boll  of 
▼ictiial  to  live  upon,  but  women  carried  upon  thmr  backs  the 
ground  malt  frae  the  mills  to  be  drink.  So  is  this  poor  land 
vexed  and  opprest,  besides  their  corns  destroyed  with  service- 
horse  and  baggage-horse. 

Upon  Wednesday  immediately  before  AGchadmas,  and  the  25th 
of  September,  Mr.  Robert  Farquhar  was  chosen  provost  of  Aber- 
deen; John  Kay,  Thomas  Mortimer,  Alexander  JaflGray,  and 
Patrick  Lesly,  younger,  were  chosen  bailHee,  for  an  year. 

Argyll  marches  forward  frae  Aberdeen  to  Straihboggie,  with 
an  army  of  horse  and  foot,  having  the  lord  Gordon  and  his  bro- 
ther, Lewis,  in  his  company,  where  he  destroyed  the  haiil  Baws 
t>f  Strathboggie,  corn-field  lands,  outsight,  insight,  horse^  and 
sheep,  and  all  other  goods  they  plundered  whilk  they  oould  get; 
and  it  was  said  the  lord  Gordon  beheld  all,  because  they  would 
not  rise  and  follow  him  as  their  young  chief.  Stryla  and  Boya 
were  sore  wrecked,  and  when  the  army  plundered  Strathboggie, 
then  they  lived  upon  the  Enane,  berrying  the  country,  and  de- 
stroying the  corns  so,  that  there  was  not  four  householdeis  left 
of  the  name  of  Gordon  dwelling  there,  but  all  had  fled,  and  some 
even  alledged  they  went  willingly  to  Montrose'  army ;  and  like- 
wise they  destroyed  the  corns  and  bestial  of  Strathaven,  Auchin- 
down,  and  other  lands  about,  whilk  made  them  also  to  bi^ak 
out.  A  wonderful  unnaturality  in  the  lord  Gardon,  to  suffer 
his  father's  lands  and  friends  in  his  own  sight  to  be  thus  wreck- 
ed and  destroyed  in  his  father's  absence ! 

Upon  Sunday  the  29th  of  September,  a  iast  was  kept  through 
the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  appointed  by  the  brethren  and  mo- 
derator thereof  to  be  kept  on  that  Sunday,  and  upon  Sunday 
next  thereafter  following,  whilk  was  solemnly  kept  both  days  for 
-  the  sins  of  the  land,  which  was  just;  but  no  repentance  for  the 
main  mother-sin,  whilk  was  the  change  of  government  both  in 
church  and  policv  within  the  land,  and  bringing  in  a  reforma- 
tion whereof^ the  kirk  was  a  wicked  instrument,  misr^garding  the 
king's  authority  in  their  preposteroos  zeal,  which  was  back^  by 
the  pretended  estates,  liy  raising  of  arms,  and  sending  to  Eng- 
land against  our  dread  sovereign,  after  he  had  granted  us  all  our 
will.  There  was  no  repentance  neither  for  our  rebellion  in  thir 
parts,  but  thought  all  good  service  for  our  pretended  work  of  re* 
formation,  whereby  most  justly  the  sword  was  drawn  and  brought 
in  amongst  us ;  yet  the  people,  through  the  main  trespasses  of 
the  pastors  and  estates,  is  drawn  from  their  work  in  height  of 
harvest  to  thir  feigned  fastings,  with  four  hours'  doctrine  to  ilk 
sermon,  whereby  they  were  sore  wearied  and  vexed,  and  the 
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gitet  God  lookinf  down  upon  their  hypooritieal  hniniliations,  by 
all  appearance  not  well  pleased,  nor  duly  worshipped. 

Upon  the  first  Sunday's  fast,  Mr.  William  Strachan,  after 
sermon,  in  Argyll's  name,  warned  the  lord  Gordon's  troopers 
within  the  parish  of  Old  St.  Maehar,  to  compear  in  Aberdeen 
upon  the  8th  of  October  next,  bringing  with  them  an  saddle- 
horse,  worth  one  hundred  merks,  and  a  baggage-horse  worth 
forty  merks,  under  great  pains.  Strange  to  see  sic  charges  giyen 
out,  exeept  in  the  king's  name !  but  little  obedience  was  given  to 
thir  charges,  neither  was  this  fast  universal  through  all  l%ot]and, 
but  only  within  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen ;  such  was  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  arch-puritans ! 

Ye  heard  before  how  Argyll's  foot  army  marched  frae  Aber- 
deen to  the  lands  of  Drum;  himself  with  his  horse  troops  hav- 
lag  removed,  before  their  coming,  towards  Strathbc^gie ;  albeit 
he  had  stayed  two  nights  before  he  removed,  eating  and  destroy- 
ing the  eoruB  and  bestial  with  his  troopers.  Now  his  foot  army 
b(^;an  where  he  left  off,  cutted  down  the  pleasant  garden-plant- 
ing to  be  huts,  destroyed  the  corns,  and  left  not  a  four-footed 
bttist  in  the  knds  of  Drum,  Cromar,  Auchterfoul,  Aboyn, 
Abergeldie,  and  country  about;  syne  the  one-half  went  to  Athol 
home  to  Argyll,  and  the  other  half  bade  upon  their  master's  ser- 
vice, who,  as  ye  have  heard,  were  marched  to  Strathboggie,  de- 
fllroying  that  country,  the  Enzio,  Strath-Isla,  and  Boyn,  and 
not  minting  to  follow  the  enemy,  lying  in  the  wood  of  Aber- 
nethie,  as  ye  have  heard. 

Upon  Sunday  the  6th  of  October,  fast  was  kept  throughout 
the  bounds  of  our  presbyter}''  of  Aberdeen,  by  ordination  of  the 
moderator  thereof,  and  his  puritan  brethren,  and  not  kept  else- 
where. The  people  was  continually  vexed  with  fasting  and 
prayer,  but  our  pastors  never  urged  repentance  for  the  mother- 
sin,  in  bringing  m  alteration  of  religion,  which  they  called  refor- 
Biation,  nor  repentance  for  change  of  state-government,  and 
ndsuig  of  arms  and  sending  into  England  against  the  king's  au- 
thority, nor  the  shedding  of  so  much  innocent  blood  through  the 
<Mcasion  thereof,  done  by  this  lieutenant  Montrose ;  there  is  no 
repentance  made  hereof,  but  thought  all  good  service,  yea  and 
the  people  urged  and  compelled  to  give  thanksgiving  for  such 
victories  as  were  had  against  the  king,  but  no  thanksgiving  for 
such  victories  as  he  had  obtained  over  his  enemies. 

Thus  is  this  land  pitifully  vexed  and  born  down  j  both  by  state- 
government  and  church  ministers,  woeful  firebrands  and  wicked 
instruments  frae  the  beginning,  who  now  take  to  heart  their  oivn 
fears. 

Ye  heard  how  Montrose  marched  frae  Kintore  and  Inverurie 
towards  Speyside,  upon  the  I8th  of  September ;  and  seeing  the 
Murray  men  in  arms,  who  had  drawn  the  boats  that  they  could 
not  get  over,  he  goes  to  the  wood  of  Abemethie,  where  he  so- 
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jeumsy  talxng'liis  liis'iiig  tff'aS  the  e<nuitry»  m  AkgfU-wm^  de* 
stropng  the  lands  of  StratUboggie,  Ensic^  Stralb-Isk^  and  Bc^n^ 
as  h  before  said. 

Upon  the  27th  of  September,  Ai^ll  miistesa  hk  bmii  ait  the 
Bc^  of  Gight,  who  of  foot  and  horse  wei^  estimate  about  foar 
thousand  men;  but  never  moved  to  foUoiv  the  enemy,  l^ping^ail 
this  while  m  the  wood  of  AbemeAae,  not  twenty  milee  irae  his 
army. 

Montrose,  seeing  he  is  not  foIlMred  by  Argyll,  leesmim  the 
wood  of  Abernethie,  and  to  the  wood  of  Rothiemnrcma  goes  he 
saf<^y,  and  there  remains  a-while;  from  Ihat  he  marehea  t#  the 
head  of  Strathspey,  through  Badenoch,  and  through  Ath<d, 
where  many  of  these  countries  meet  him  and  followed  him,  and 
round  about  cvymes  he  again  into  Angus,  where  it  is  said  he  rais^ 
ed  some  fire  about  Coiipar  of  Angns,  of  lands  pertaining  to  the 
lord  Conpar,  an  areh  Covenanter,  mid  brother  to  the  lonl  Bai- 
merinodi.  He  marches  to  the  place  of  Don,  where  the  bargesses 
of  Montrose  and  country  people  had  put  in  their  best  goods  for 
safety,  being  a  strong  house,  and*  himuself  a  strong  Covenanter ; 
but  Montrose  takes  in  this  house,  and  plundets  the  whole  goods 
and  arms  i  amongst  the  rest  he  takes  four  brasam  fidd-^pieess, 
whilk 'pertained  to  the  marquis  of  Huntly,  and  was  lost*  at  the 
bridge  of  Diee  at  the  beginning  of  thir  troubles,  as  ye  have  heud* 

As  Montrose  is  marching  through  Alhol,  sir  Alenander 
McDonald  leaves  him,  and  takes  some  Irishes  with  his  Ikvoor  far 
some  business,  and  returned  not  back  to  Montrose  till  near  the 
end  of  November,  aa  ye  shall  hear.  However,  Montroee  had 
conquest  many  friends  quietly  in  Angus,  bead^s  the  earl  of  Airly, 
and  his  two  sons,  sir  Thomas  and  sir  David  Ogilvies,  with  some 
other  barons,  who  still  were  in  his  oonvpany,  marching  with 
a  fleeii^  army ;  where  I  will  leave  Montro^  in  Aogns  srariiile 
till  Argyll  overtake  him,  if  he  can. 

The  marquis  of  Argyll  hearing,  where  he  and  his  army  was 
lying  at  the  Bog,  that  Montrose  had  left  tiie  wood  of  Rothie^ 
murcus,  and  fled  to  the  mountains,  he  tben  takes  courage  to  feI-> 
low,  where  he  might  have  had  him  nearer  hand,  if  he  had  been 
willed,  as  ye  have  heard  before.  He  crosses  Spey,  and  sends 
his  foot  army  up  the  north  side  of  Strathspey,  and  met  him 
again.  The  Murray  people  were  glad  to  be  freiB  of  thir  footmen, 
for  fear  of  plundering  and  oppression,  and  had  drawn  Aeir 
boats,  aiid  guarded  their  fords  in  such  sort,  as  neither  Montrose 
nor  Argyll's  army  wan  there,  for  the  which,  they  were  mneh  to 
be  commended  in  respect  of  other  countries  that  were  opptwL 

Argyll  passes  to  Forres,  where  the  earl  of  Sutherland,  the 
lord  Lovat,  the  laird  of  Balnagown,  the  sheriff  of  Mnrmy,  the 
laird  of  Innes,  the  laird  of  Pluscarden,  and  diverse  others,  above 
one  thousand,  were,  and  held  a  committee  in  Forres ;  l^ot  the 
earl  of  Seaforth  was  gone  from  this  committee  before  Argyll 
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aoid  U  tras  tiioagkt  ibat  he  and  some  olJiars'  had  borre* 
apmtdenee  {irivately  wiSi  MontroBe,  while  as  he  was  lying  in  the 
wood  of  Abemethie*  Argyll  marches  frae  Forres,  and  Ihe  com.' 
nodttee  dissolves,  and  there  follows  him  seven  or  eight  horse 
troops,  herrying  and  destroying  the  country.  He  comes  to  Invert 
aess,  and  gives  order  to  two  foot  regiments,  one  under  the  laird 
of  Bttchaanaa,  and  the  other  under  the  laird  of  Lares,  to  ly 
there  in  garrison. 

From  Inverness  he  marches  to  Badenoch ;  and  hearing  that 
some  country  people  had  gone  in  to  Montrose's  service^  he  left 
nothing  in  that  country  undestroyed,  no  not  a  four-footed  beast, 
eoms,  or  others.  His  foot  army  meet  him  here  in  Bad^o^och, 
who  were  bm^  at  this  work ;  frae  this  he  passes  in  through 
Athol,  and  destroys  the  samen  country  in  like  manner,  because 
some  of  that  country  followed  Montrose.  From  Athol  he  comes 
to  Angus  and  Meams,  still  following  Montrose ;  where  I  will 
leave  them  both  for  a  while. 

Ye  heard  before  of  Montrose  coming  to  Angus  with  his  flying 
amiy.  Word  now  comes  to  Aberdeen ;  where  a  committee  was 
holden  by  the  earl  and  diverse  barons,  in  the  tolbooth,  upon  the 
10th  of  October,  and  an  imprinted  act  was  set  out,  shewing  that 
they,  having  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  marching  towards  them 
in  all  hostile  manner,  therefore  ordained  all  of  whatsoever  age, 
sect,  or  quality,  who  had  horses  of  forty  pounds  price  or  above, 
that  they  put  out  the  samen,  with  riders  armed  and  furnished, 
and  to  make  their  rendezvouz  at  the  bridge  of  Dee,  the  14th  of 
October  instant,  by  ten  o'clock;  with  certification  to  them  that 
shall  fail,  ilk  landed  man  shall  be  punished  in  one  thousand 
pounds,  ilk  gentleman  in  five  hundred  pounds,  and  ilk  husband- 
man in  five  hundred  merks,  by  and  attour  confiscation  of  their 
horses,  seeii^  the  general  major  is  attending  the  rendezvous,  and 
the  marquis  is  also  attending  with  the  foot.  The  publication  to 
be  ezpede  by  the  moderators  of  ilk  presbytery,  and  ilk  minister 
to  advertise  ilk  man  within  his  pansh,  and  out  of  their  pulpits^ 
Vifon  Sunday.  This  act  was  subscribed  by  the  earl  Marischall,  iiv 
presence  of  the  committee. 

Now  the  haill  ministers  go  to  waHc  in  publishing  of  this  act;, 
and  our  minister,  Mr.  William  Strachan,  after  sermon,  read  it 
out  of  the  pul|Ht ;  but  no  obedience  was  given  to  this  act ;  for 
both  burrow  and  land  was  under  sic  fear,  that  they  would  not  rise 
aguust  Montrose  and  the  Irishes ;  and  many  men  and  women, 
with  their  young  children  carried  on  women's  backs,  fled  the 
town  of  Aberdeen  (there  having  fallen  the  samen  Sunday  there  a. 
storm  of  snow),  howling,  lamenting,  and  crying,  not  knowing- 
where  to  go  for  safety  of  their  lives,  whilk  was  pitiful  to  behold  I 
But  their  fear  was  more  than  needed ;  for  they  all  returned  back 
to  their  houses  in  peace  shortly,  for  that  Montrose  came  not  back 
to  Aberdeen,  as  ye  may  hereafter  hear. 

Upon  the  15th  of  October,  sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigie>*9r 
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and  Jobn  Forbes  of  L&rgie  came  to  Aberdeen.  Bfoiittwe, 
tbttr  parole,  gave  tbem  liberty,  being  boA  his  prfaofuara^  a»  ym 
have  heard,  upon  condition,  as  is  said,  that  Cnd|pevar  ahovid 
parehase  the  yoixng  laird  of  Druni  and  his  brother  thenr  Kberty 
at  the  estates'  hands,  oat  of  the  tolbooth  of  Bdinburgfa,  fisr  Am 
freedom  of  himself  and  the  said  John  Forbes,  or  otfaervrise  dot 
thef  shottld  both  retmrn  back  to  Montrose^  as  his  pri80iiei%  be- 
fore the  Ist  of  November;  and  if  it  happened  Montrose  to  be 
overcome  in  battle  before  that  day,  that  mey  were  tben  tab*  free 
of  their  parole  in  backcoming  to  him.  Ifowever,  they  obom  to 
Aberdeen,  carried  themselves  calmly,  and  eaine  not  nenr  tbe 
committees  then  sitting  in  Aberdeen ;  and  Montiwe  warndnnd 
for  his  noble  dealing,  for  letting  go  snch  a  prime  man  as  Craigie 
var,  npon  his  bare  parole. 

General  major  Ramsay  over  the  horse  troops,  appointed  by 
the  estates,  lying  in  Aberdeen  and  conntiy  aboat,  and  broogbt 
here  by  Argyll,  at  the  day  appointed  by  the  committee  ferusmidj 
had  his  rendezvooz  at  the  bridge  of  Dee,  wiA  his  own  borse 
troops ;  but  no  troopers  came  out  of  this  country  to  this  metftingv 
except  three  troops  under  lord  Gordon,  and  a  troop  under  Bfr. 
Alexander  Keith,  brother  to  the  earl  Marischall.  Kamsay  and 
his  troops  destroyed  the  country  and  corns,  and  his  entertaanuent 
was  brought  daily  6ut  of  Aberdeen  to  him,  for  the  whilk  he  did 
BO  kind  service  but  wrecking  of  the  country ;  yet  our  ministers 
ard  crving  out  against  his  enemies,  and  praying  for  him  eamestfy ; 
bnt  Montrose  beguiled  him,  "sm  ye  may  see  hereafter. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  15th  of  October,  the  earl  Marischall  came 
in  frae  Dunotter  to  Aberdeen,  and  held  a  committee^  having  tihe 
lord  Fraser,  some  barons,  and  the  provost  with  him. 

The  samen  Tuesday,  our  provincial  assembly  sat  down^  nnd 
was  prorogate  to  the  I9th  of  November,  in  respect  of  Ihir 
troubles. 

The  said  Tuesday,  there  came  frae  the  south  to  Aberdeen, 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  eight  troops,  whereof  one 
was  quartered  in  Old  Aberdeen.  They  supped  thskt  nigbt,  and 
dined  upon  the  mom,  syne  rode  to  the  bridge  of  Dee,  bat  the 
eorns  were  eaten  up  and  pitifully  destroyed  by  their  horse. 

In  the  meantime,  drulns  tucked,  charging  the  town  of  Aber* 
deen  to  be  in  arms  for  a  foot  guard  to  thir  troopera  at  the  said 
bridge  of  Dee,  but  never  a  townsman  would  stir. 

The  said  Tuesday,  there  was  brought  in  before  the  committee 
captain  Ellis  and  another  of  Montrose's  scout  watches  upon  Dee* 
aim.  Marischall  caused  confine  them  in  lodgings,  and  not'in  the 
tolbooth,  and  at  last  they  gat  liberty.  l%ere  was  likewise  lane 
eight  Irishes  or  Highlanders  of  Montrose's  men ;  they  wete  all 
warded  in  the  tolbooth,  but  thev  brake  ward  by  a  strange  slight, 
and  wan  away  npon  the  4th  of  November,  by  an  iron,  whereby 
they  made  a  hole  in  the  wkll  of  the  high  tolbooth,  and  wan  all 
down  upon  planks,  except  one  who  was  taken. 
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Hjeh&mk hlftxe haw  I  feft  Ikfoi^trpM  in  Aogua,  wh#re  lie  pinv 
chaaed  jwHiy  firiaads*  £[(»  marcl^^s  through  tha  Mearnsi  andf 
tfonlimiy  to  our  troopa'  expa^tation,  be  oisQ^ea  the  water  of  Dee 
ft  the  milla  of  DTQin»  uiioii  Thotsday  the  ITth  of  October,  with 
bia  baill  armyf  aafe  apd  aound,  we  having  lain  watchiDg  the 
teidge.af  iDee  fooliaUy,  with  about  fourteen  troops,  living  idly^ 
4eaUS)yilig  tiie  eouotry  and  their  corns  pitifully. 
•  NowMontirweiaarchea  forward  (whereat  our  fleeing  people 
£reni  AberdeeB.i^oiced,  and  returned  back  to  their  hooges),  and 
49anie.by  Cr^^Imb,,  where,  it  is  ^d,  the  laird  of  Leys  gave  enter- 
tainment to  Mwatroae*  He  then  beg(«  to  raise  fire  upon  the  Co- 
Teaanlan^  lands,  whilk  befiure  be  had  not  done  in  this  country; 
andifirst,  Jhe  binmif  the  Kirktown.  of  Echt,  and  bis  baill  barony 
(exeept  only  two  Roughs),  bouaes,  biggiogs,  and  the  baill  corn- 
•yatda  pertaining  to  his  founds,  and  plundered  the  biUU  borse, 
:Xieih»  iheeii^  and  ky  belonging  Jto  his  barony.  Marischall  being 
in  Abevdaeiiy.and  bearing  of  this,  shortly  rides  to  Duootter  upon 
the  maokf  being  the  18t£  of  October,  and  there  lies  be* 
. .  Upon  .Friday  the  foresaid  18th  of,  Optober,  Montrose  burnt 
ibe  plafie.of'Pittodrie  and  JDorlethen,  with  four  plou^^  of  corns, 
mhSSL  he  had  in  Mains,  and  plundered  bis  baill  goc^  and  gear* 
Mm  bnvnt  the  rich  oom^yards  of  Mnchalls,.  pertaining  to  lord  Aup 
dnew  Fraaer,  and  ^Milaied  his  ground,  as  a  prime  Covenanter, 
fm  the  east  wasu  Upon  Saturday  the  19th  of  October,  be  dined 
inManjfmnskintblbelady  (the  laiird  being  abtent),  and  lipon 
£ur  oonditicme  he.spared  Urn  at  this  time»  .  Sunday,  he  marches 
fioRvMrds,  and  gat  some  bestial,  nol^  and  sheep,  for  sustaining  of 
Ub  army,  and  that  samen  day^marched  to  Strathbqggie ;  w&xe 
I  will  leave  him  a  while,  and  return  to  Argyll. 
.  .  Yb  heard  bow  Axgfil  had. stall  followed  Montrose,  and  that 
ba.wbs  name  to. Angus;  bat  before  his  coming  Montrose  had 
erosaad  the  water  of  Dee,  as  ye  have  heard,  upon  the  17th  of 
OetobeBr,  and  Axfylleame  to  Dunotter,  where  himself  stay% 
Ub  soUkn,  lyings  in  the  fields.  Upon  the  .mom  he  marches  frae 
Dunotter  to  Ab^een;  bis  army  was  estimate  to  two  thousand 
foot,  whereof  there  was  a  thousand  of  his  own  Argyll  men.  He 
bad  aeoFsn. boras  troops,  by  and  attour  fourteen  horse  troops  lying 
in  the  >oouiitry  before  hiou  Both  Aberdeens  and  corn-field  lands 
wtsrc^  wrecked  with  thttr  quartering  and  sustaining  of  their  horses. 

Friday  the  25tb  of  OcUAer,  his  foot  army  marches  from  Abep* 
deen  to  Kin^re  and  Inverurie,  in  the  morning,  and  about  two 
afitemocm  himself  follows  with  his  troops,  and  stayed  in  Kiqtore 
all;nigllt.  Upon  the  mom  he  marches  towards  Inverurie,  stayed 
that  n^it,  and  heard  devotion.  Upon  Sunday,  the  earl  of  Lo- 
tUnn's  MSffiment  came  also  to  Inverurie  .to  Argyll.  It  is  to  be 
m^^^j  that  neither  the  earl  Marischall  nor  the  lord  Grordon 
ware  here  with  ArgyU»  nor  any  within  the  sherifidom  of  Angus, 
Kiaeardine^  AberJUMUi,  or  Ban£^  would  rise  with  him,  sic  was 
their  foar  of  Montrose.    Argyll,  riding  through  the   Oldtown, 
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left  direelioa  mtb  ikeit  htXOk»  to  take  order  vnik  BOf 
biding  behind  them  in  their  town ;  coiifonli  to  the  wfailfcy  tiiej 
took  about  sixteen  rascals  oppreesiiig  the  itown«  They  az«  all 
disarmed,  some  of  them  being  hnrt^  and  wairded.  Argyll  being' 
advertised,  it  is  thought  good  service^  and  these  rascals  tran- 
sported to  thetolbooth  of  Aberdeen,  at  his  command)  by  the  Old- 
town  men,  and  so  we  were  quit  of  their  fashery,  whale  Argyll 
gave  orders  for  their  freedom*  This  was  about  the  26th  ef  Oc- 
tober ;  whilk  day  also  Charles  Gordon,  the  marquis'  son,  xeCsvn- 
ed  back  to  the  schools  in  Aberdeen.  I  leave  Argyll  with  hia 
army  lying  at  Inverurie  and  other  places,  till  afterwards* 

Upon  Sunday  the  27  th  of  October,  and  Wednesday  thereafter^ 
a  fast  was  predsely  kept  in  both  Aberdeens,  and  app<Rnted  to  be 
iiept  through  all  the  <^urches  of  Scotland,  by  order  of  the  ooa- 
mittee  of  the  general  assembly  sitting  in  Edinbmgh,  and  im- 
printed, whilk  was  puhlickly  read  out  of  palpit  here,  beerii^ 
diverse  reasons  for  keeping  this  fast.     1st,  The  slowiiesa  of  on- 
going in  the  work  of  reformation*     2d9  The  grievous  sins  of  onr 
army  under  the  marquis  of  Argyll.     3d,  The  rupture  betwixt 
the  king  and  bis  subjects.     4th,  Some  miscontentmeDt. amongst 
the  ministry,  themselves.     5th,  The  innocent  blood  and  grievooa 
oppression  of  the  land,  with  some  other  reasons.    But  tkeee-was 
no  word  of  fasting  and  praying,  as  most  justly  we  should^  liir 
inbringing  of  change  and  aJLteration  both  in  chmwh  and  pcdi^, 
against  established  laws  and  the  king's  royal  authority^  and  coiii»> 
pelling  him,  by  force  of  arms,  to  jdeld  to  oar  Scots  opinion,  at 
feast  drawing  him  in  to  our  parliament  of  Scodand  to  grant  our 
faaill  desires;  and  not  content  with  this,  but  we  would  asnd  in 
armies  into  England  to  assist  the  rebels  there  against  the  king^ 
while  England  should  have  like  liberty  granted  to  tham  both  in 
church  and  policy ;  nor  was  there  word  of  the  innooent  blood 
daily  shed  since  the  beginning  of  this  reformation ;  nor  of  the 
men  and   monies,    horse  and    arms,   levy-monies,   and  loaa- 
monies,  and  diverse  other  oppressions  laid  upon  Uie^sheiuldsn 
of  his  majesty's  dear  and  loyal  subjects,  for  raising  of  their 
ai'mies  to  go  into  England ;  the  grievous  offending  of  the  king, 
the  queen,  their  offspring,  their  true  friends  and  foUowen,  hy^ 
sundry  incomparable   ways.     Thir  sins,    with   many   move,  is 
never  touched  nor  repented  of  in  our  solemn  fasting  days,  bat 
generally  the  sins  of  the  land ;  wherewith  the  Lord  of  Justioe  and 
Mercy  seemed  not  to  be  well  content,  as  would  appsar  by  ikb 
progress  of  this  history. 

Upon  the  12th  of  October,  general  Lesly  took  in  the  town  of 
Newcastle,  and  plundered  the  samen;  took  diverse  prisonert^ 
both  English  and  Scots.  The  mayor  and  five  EagUshmen  wsra 
sent  to  London,  to  be  judged  by  the  English  parliament,  aeoont 
ing  to  their  laws ;  likeas,  the  earl  of  Crawford,  and  lord  Say, 
and  some  others,  were  .taken  there  also.  Mid  the  lofd  Ogilvy 
taken'  elsewhere,    who  are  sent  into  Edinbui^h,  and  wanhd, 
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ikmre  to  wkide  trials  odoibnii  to  our  Seott  laws,  as  ye  niay  here- 
after see«  The  lord  Maxwell  was  also  taken  at  Newcastle ;  and 
with  this  Tietorjr  the  pest  came  to  Edinburgh. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  marquis  of  Newcastle  and  general 
King  had  fled  the  siege  of  York.  It  was  now  reported  that  thej 
'Went  away  to  Germany,  and  other  parts,  for  men  and  money  to 
-tile  king's  service. 

Ye  heard  before  how  Montrose  marched  towards  Strathbo^e^ 
.whsve  he  remained  while  Sunday  the  27th  of  October ;  but  heai'- 
BBg  of  Argyll's  coming,  he  remoYed  that  day  frae  Strathboggie, 
and  came  to  the  wood  of  Fjnde,  a  place  very  advantageous  for 
Inn  i^jainst  sie  a  puissant  army  following  Argyll  ;  and  he  being 
jthe  weaker,  in  wanting  Alexander  McDonald,  with  his  Irishes, 
who  went  from  him,  as  ye  have  heard  before.  However,  he 
took  in  the  ]^ace  of  Fjnde,  and  took  some  victual  which  he  found 
gimeUed  there,  as  likewise  in  the  place  of  Towie-Barclay,  where- 
<m  his  army  was  well  sustained  during  his  abode  there ;  where  I 
will  left  him  ly  while  hereafter,  and  return  back  to  Argyll, 
vriiom  I  left  at  Inverurie,  as  ye  have  heard. 

Upon  Sunday  the  27ih  of  October,  and  upon  Monday  there- 
after, he  marches  irae  Invemrie  hard  to  the  wood  of  Fyvie,  or 
near  by  the  samen,  where  he  had  learned  Montrose  was  lyine. 
There  was  hot  skirmishing  betwixt  the  troopers  pursuing  the  wood, 
and  Montrose  manfully  defending  his  few  forces  against  such  a 
janltitnde  ot  horse  and  men.  He,  like  a  skUfnl  captain,  issues  out 
of  the  wood,  and  retamed  back  again,  and  did  great  skaith  that 
day;  lAero  captain  Aleacander  Keith,  brother  to  the  earl  Mari»- 
fshall,  was  also  shun,  and  sundry  others,  to  Argyll.  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  hot  sldrmidbing,  with  little  loss  to  Montrose,  and  daily 
alai^hfter  to  Ai^U's  troopers,  and  many  hurt,  who  were  brought 
into  Aberdeen  for  cure ;  Argyll  seeing  this  service,  and  could  not 
help  himself,  now  lying,  as  I  have  said,  near  the  wood,  with  his 
army  above  the  samen,  at  Rottiie,  Auchterless,  and  country 
aboat,  nnaUe  to  sustain  so  great  an  army,  albeit  they  left  noth- 
ing Ihey  could  get,  whereupon  he  flits  his  camp  two  miles  frae 
F;^rie  to  Criehie.  Montrose,  seeing  him  march  so  for  oiF,  upon 
the  mora,  being  Wednesday,  and  penult  of  October,  upon  fair 
day-light,  marches  nobly  tlM'oiigh  Fyvie  and  the  wood  thereof  to 
Tnrriff,  whilk  was  plundered,  and  the  place  of  Rothemay  also, 
and  to  Strathboggie  goes  he»  takes  advantage  of  the  yards  and 
yard-dykes  and  biggings  thereabout,  and  there  lyes  he.  Is  not 
this  a  matter  admirable,  how  this  vdiant  nobleman,  with  so  fow 
motty  not  passing  one  thousand  eight  hundred  foot  and  horse,  be- 
sides bag^^pe-horse,  as  was  said,  and  wanting  the  help  of  cap- 
tain Alexander  McDonald,  with  sic  Irishes  as  he  had  with  him, 
conld  have  so  escaped  from  tins  wood,  where  he  could  not  long 
lart,  foae  the' hands  of  his  enemies,  bdng  about  fourteen  troops 
and  aiiove  two  tfidusAid  foot !  —a  matter  marvellous,  and  tirought 
by  God's  own  finger,  as  would  appear ! 
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Argyll,  hearing  of  MmtroM^s  mmroli^  npoathe 
Tharsday,  and  last  of  Octolier,  he  lifts  his  eainp» 
hard  after  him,  and  encanpa  at  Talloobbeg  wponSaitmfdmy  the 
fid  of  NoTember,  and  on  Snnday  hot  akinniahiiig,  with  iittk 
blood  to  Montrose. 

<    As  Argyll  and  Montrose  are  very  busy  at  'tlW'  marmmB,  mt 
l^lliam  Forbes  of  Craigievar  and  John  Forbes  of  Laqgw^  ac- 
cording to  their  promise,  as  ye  heard  before,  Tetmedl  ftoA  to 
MentT^e,  now  lyin^  at  Stawthbeggie,  and  declared  <  tbtjr  mmn 
nnable  to  keep  condition,  andtheveforewmiretaned  terk  to 
him  to  remain  his  prisoners.   Montrose  graeionsly  reeeiiml^ilMai, 
not  thinking  on  deceit.     However,  this  sir  Wllfiam  Fovkes  «ob* 
voys  himself  frae  Montrose,  accompanied  with  major  Nathaniel 
Ooidon,  and  some  two  or  tihree  commanders,  and  gi06«  to  A^ 
gyli's  camp,  who  was  glad  of  their  coming,  promislagall.  AnnNir 
he  could,  and  to  get  major •  Gordon's  peace,  as  he  wh0 -was 
thought  to  be  the  sole  convoyer  of  Craigievar  firom  MontMsa; 
but  herein  was  deep  policy,  as  hereafter  does  appear.    «MeBtvoee 
missing  Craigievar,  was  highly  offended,  and  spea>ed>  at  •  Jaha 
Forbes  of  Largie,  whom  he  left  behind  him,  what  he  Ismgw  of 
Us  removing;  he  answered,  he  knew  nothing;  and  being  4^ 
manded  if  he  would  steal  away  also,  he  said,  ho  would  vather 
dio  before  he  £d  it.    Then  Montrose  answers  nebly^  ^  Then, 
sir,  I  give  you  free  liberty  to  go,  upon  yourparofo  taretoni 
when  I  send  for  you,  and  no  otherwise.'*    The  gmfleman  tiiank* 
ed  him  heartily,  and  so  with  fidr  play  recovered  his 'liberty. 
Diverse  thought  Craigievar  was  not  wise  in  purduisfaig  fail  H* 
berty  aft^  such  an  unseemlv  way,  tiiinking  he  had  no  diflliettoar 
to  keep  captivity,  nor  could  the  estates  but  esteem-  <(f"him  un- 
worthily; but  now  coming  away,  he  left  a  iair  quarrel  to  Mon- 
trose to  pursue  after  him,  his  lands  and  goods ;  vAmmt  if  he 
had  bidden  with  him  prisoner,  he  would  have  been  free  i^  lUs 
fear.     He  went  away  upon  Sunday  the  8d  of  November. 

Ye  heard  of  the  skirmishing  at  Strathboggie  befota  *  it  ai 
here  also  to  be  remembered,  that  our  sovereign  lord's  oc^aiflsi  sat 
not  down  for  administration  of  justice,  to  the  greet  pRrjudies 
of  the  king^s  li^es ;  yet  sheriff  and  commissary  cocffis  saHaocord*' 
ing  to  the  old  form,  notwithstanding  of  thir  troubles. 

About  tliis  time,  Lewis  Gordon,  son  to  the  knrd  marquls'  of 
Huntly,  is  married  to  Mary  Grant,  daughter  to  umqumlo^eir 
John  Grant  of  Frenchil,  otherwise  called  the  laird  «SF  Gmi^ 
with  whom  he  gat  twenty  thousand  merks,  as  waa  said. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  6th  fsS  November,  Montrose  leaves 
Strathboggie,  and  to  the  hills  goes  he,  as  ye  may  sea  heie- 
after.  Argyll,  seeing  him  fled,  oom^  to  Strathboggie^  and  thsie 
remain%  eating  up  and  defiftroying  the  haill  country  {ntifaUys  the 
marquitt  now  being  in  Strathnaver,  and  the  lord  Goidon  his 
son  being  in  Murray,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  gentry  and 
tenants  of  the  ground,   both  in  Strathboggi^  Ensie,  Auchin- 
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tlowtty  aad  eonlrjr  BMBd  «bMt»  MMging^  to  the  noUe  mwqiw 

'  Upon  this  mnen  6th  of  November,  Mr.  Gecwge  Lesljr,  and 
iMaander  Leely*  hie  ton^  of  whom  ye  heerd  before,  are  aow 
•et  at  liberty  out  of  the  tolbooth  of  Edioburffh ;  aud  ehortly 
thereafter  the  said  Alenmder  Lealy  paeraea  Su*.  Jamea  Clark^ 
and  alrikea  a  log  frae  him^  as  he  who  was  the  author  of  «U  bis 
lueehMf. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  intaking  of  Newcastle.     Order  waa 


giTeD  by  the  ooaMrittee  of  the.  general  assembly  at  EdinbmrglH 
thad'thuifcqpTing  should  be  given  throogh  all  the  kirks  of  Seel^ 
ksid,  wyik  was  kept  in  beih  Aberdeeas  on  Sunday  the  lIM^h  ef 
Meivenibar;  but  no  thanksgiving  remeasbered  with  us  for  the 
kiiifa^s'vietories  over  his  enemies,  but  great  rejoicing  at  his  ovarii 
ibrow ;  a  ndtd  to  be  laarked  l*-*but  the  pest  followed  Newcastle  to 
Edinburgh,  and  dtverse  other  parts,  to  our  great  loss,  aa  yeshall 


Upon  the  11th  of  November,  there  came  frae  Montrose-a  camp 
to  Aberdeen,  the  kurd  Dulpine,  sir  John  DmmnM^nd,  sir  Thomas 
Tyrie  of  DraiaUlbo,  -'— -  Ogilvie  of  Inverqaharitie,  erovaer 
I^V)  Bmi  aomeodiers.  .They  had  gotten  ArgyU'epass,  and  so 
without  troi^ble  they  went  south,  beii^  followers  (^  Montrose. 
NaAaaiel  Gordon  having  his  pass,  came  also  to  Aberdeea,  and 
wdiked  hither  and  thither  peaceably. 

UponSonday  die  Sd  of  November,  a  charge  waa  read  oni  by 
enr  odniater,  as  in  other  palate  within  the  north  paateof  the 
aUres  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff,  m  name  of  tbe  marqois  of  Argyll, 
Irie  miriesty'a  fieutenant  (or  rather  pretended  lieutenant),  oni  of 
the  paipit,  after  seraum,  (the  chair  of  verity  being  now  made  a 
mercat  cross,  and  the  nreaoher  an  officer  for  making  ot  preda- 
iaallone),  charging  this  parish  to  furnish  oat  to  this  pretended 
liMtenant,  aa  many  men,  horse,  foot,  loan-mon^,  and  others, 
as  ihey  f  nlnished  out  to  England,  and  that  to  suppress  the  com* 
men  Oifemy,  the  man|ttis  of  Montrose;  and  to  have  their  ren- 
dbwona  at  Turriff  noon  the  dth  of  November,  where  Argyll's 
^amp  shottld  be»  This  was  the  first  ehaige  for  raising  of  men 
ki  thir  north  parte,  and  upon  over  short  ^vertieement  Afgj^ 
kept  not  this  day;  but  there  was  a  committee  of  some,  sic  as  the 
ttmster  of  Praseis  the  lairds  of  Phikirth  and  Tolquhon,  and 
seme  other  barons  and  gentry,  who,  npon  this  charge,  conveetU 
ed  at  Turriff  about  thirty  horse,  but  held  no  committee,  as  is 
fiyrmerly  eaid.  However,  this  aMctiiig  was  continued  to  the 
I4«k  of  November,  albeit  the  country  thought  that  Argyll  should 
not  have  vexed  them  for  more  men,  since  he  had  greater  power 
tiian  was  well  goiMmed ;  yet  this  was  his  first  chaige  indeed. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Newcastle.  They 
were  brought  to  Edinborgh  upon  the  7th  of  November,  in  at  the 
water-gatC'of  the  Canongale,  but  the  earl  of  Crawford  was  oom«- 
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polled  to  come  up  tbe  gate  Iwttre^horfcd,  as  a  tntlort  not  i_  .^ 
him,  ^*  My  lord,"  but  Lodowick  Lindsay;  which  he  snflFered 
tiently,  because  for  serving  of  the  king  he  was  fovfaolted  by  our 
estates,  and  his  dignities,  honours,  and  title  of  earl  of  Cww- 
ford,  was  given  by  them  to  the  lord  Lindsay^  one  of  their  prime 
Covenanters.    There  was  also  taken  Harry  Graham,  Mttnlraae's 
brother.     It  is  said,  that  general  Lesly^  at  the  taking  cf  thir 
prisoners,  had  given  his  parole  that  they  should  not  be  abttaed 
when  they  came  to  Edinbuigh,  which  proved  otherwiaey  wl»«ie» 
at  he  seemed  to  be  offended.    Always  thir  noblemen  and  the  rest 
were  not  warded  in  the  castle,  where  all  the  nobles  were  used  to 
be  incarcerated,  but  out  of  despite  and  malice  were  warded  wiib^ 
in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh.     Ye  hear  of  the  noble  and  aneient 
earl  of  Crawford's  usage,  being  by  the  estates  forfaulted  end  de- 
graded ;  many  more  nobles  were  forfaulted  besides  him,  for  a^r^- 
ing  the  king's  majesty,  or  at  least  could  expect  no  pardon  for 
their  offences ;  sic  as  the  marquis  of  HunUy,  the  marquia  of 
Montrose,  the  earl  of  Nithsdate,  the  earl  of  Traqnair,  the  earl 
of  Camwatb,  the  viscount  of  Abo3m,  the  lord  Ogilvie,  the  lord 
Raa,  the  lord  Heries,  Lodowick  Lindsay,  sometime  earl  of  Craw- 
ford, Patrick  Ruthven,  sometime  earl  of  Perth,  James  Kiag^ 
sometime  lord  Ithan,  Irvine,  younger  of  Drum,  — >  Gor- 
don, younger  of  Gight,  — —  Lesly  of  Auchintoal,  sir  Robert 
Spotswood   of   Dunnipace,   colonel   John  Cochran^   Mr.  John 
Maxwell,  sometime  pretended  bishop  of  Ross,,  and  Mr.  Waller 
Balcanquall.     Thir  noblemen  and  others  should  get  no  perden,. 
whether  forfaulted  or  not  for&ulted,  as  is  set  down  in  that  ini* 
printed  piece,  called  "  The  huodUe  Desires  ami  Prcpamtk  Jbr  a 
welt^aunded  and  settled  Peace  f  agreed  upom  by  the  muiwii  iMdviee 
and  amseni  qfthe  Parliamenis  of  both  Kingdoms^  the  lOlA  qf  De- 
eember^  1644 ;"  by  and  attour  princes  and  noblemen  in  England 
set  down  in  the  same  category ;  but  I  leave  this  point,  and  r»- 
tum  back  to  the  warding  of  Uiir  nobles  in  Edinburgh  tolbooth. 

Besides  —  Irvine,  younger  of  Drum,  and  his  brother,  Ro- 
bert Irvine,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Irvine,  are  warded  in  the  tol* 
booth  in  three  sundry  rooms ;  none  suffered  to  speak,  no  not 
young  Drum's  wife,  but  in  presence  of  a  baillie  a  long  time,  and 
old  Drum  confined  within  the  town. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  adjourning  of  tbe  eommittee  to  tbe 
14th  of  November.  Argyll  sends  one  thousand  of  his  country- 
men home  to  Argyll,  who  plundered  pitifully  the  lands  of  Strath- 
even,  Strathspey,  Badenoch,  and  Lochaber,  as  they  went;. and 
he  comes  himself  to  Turriff.  Sundry  bar<»is  and  othera  oteet 
him  there,  who  were  thought  to  be  five  hnndred  foot  and  no 
horse.  There  is  a  long-tailed  act  set  out  upon  the  I6th  of  No- 
vember, under  Argyll's  subscription,  ordained  to  be  publUed 
at  all  parish  churches,  for  levjring  the  fourth  and  eii^lh  -nea 
within  the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Banff,  horse  and  foet»  tedious 
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to  Fchte;  brt  the  oopyn  Ijmg  hmdm  myvelf  of  tlM  sind  aet  k| 
wiito»  Afgyll  appointed  a  new  oominittee  to  be  bolden  at  Aber* 
den  the  2Sd  of  Narember ;  so  dissolved  at  Turrift 

Beolor  Ooild,  after  he  had  deinoliihed  the  stately  palace  per* 
toining  te  tiie  bisfaop  of  Aberdeen,  leaving  neither  hewn  work, 
iron  work,  paT^ment,  timber,  insight  nor  plenishing,  as  ye  havis 
«ftentimeB  before,  now  begins  to  tirr  the  slates  off  that  mateh* 
l«ee  roof,  and  carries  them  down  to  the  college,  for  his  own  re* 
apeots,  which  was  odjonsly  thoagfat  of.  It  is  tmie,  this  hmamef 
yards,  and  precincts,  were  given  to  him  by  the  estates,  whoreof 
he  m%ht  have  made  a  more  godly  use,  by  upholding  rather  than 
desmdishii^  of  the  samen. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  19th  of  November,  Argyll  comes  to  Aber^^ 
dean)  whilk  day  the  provincial  assembly  was  held  in  Aberdeea» 
lielng  adjourned,  as  ye  have  heard  before.  Mr«  John  Rue,  one 
€i  the  ministers  of  Aberdeen,  is  chosen  moderator;  the  earl  Mi^ 
riachall,  the  lord  Grordon,  and  general  major  Ramsay,  met  Ar- 
gyll at  Aberdeen,  and  with  him  went  to  this  assembly.  Major 
Nalhaniel  Gordon  came  in  before  them,  acknowledged  his  adul^ 
terT)  and  offimee  done  to  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  by  writing  a  letter 
to  nim^  as  ye  ha^e  heard  before,  and  desired,  upon  his  repenl^ 
attee,  Ihe  process  of  excommunication  which  he  was  now  lying 
at»  and  sentence^  shovld  cease;  whilk  Argyll  with  the  rest 
sought  humbly  also  ;  they  answered,  that  they  should  write  to 
die  comndttee  of  die  general  assemUy^  shew  hie  incoming  and 
repentapee,  and  cb  by  thdr  best  advice.  With  this  answer  Na- 
thaniel Gordon  was  well  pleased,  and  his  procew  ceased ;  but 
God  knows  if  diis  humili^on  to  Ab«  Andrew  Cant  was  frae  hie 
heart ;  hot  I  will  leave  him  while  hereafter. 

Upon  this  samen  Tuesday,  and  19th  of  November,  die  earl  of 
Lothian's  r^osent,  coosisdng  of  abont  five  hundred  mftsketeers 
and  pioneers  were  quartered  upon  poor  Old  Aberdeen^  and  upon 
the  morn  were  had  to  New  Aberdeen,  where  diey  lay  to  the —  dav 
of  "—  as  ye  may  see  hereafter,  withoat  doing  any  good*  Argyll 
ordained  ilk  soldier  to  get  two  pecks  of  meal,  and  twdve  shil- 
lings of  money  weekly,  and  this  to  be  brought  in  by  die  heiitora 
of  the  country,  and  Aberdeen  to  fiimish  them  coal,  house-room, 
and  candle  only ;  the  meal  came  in,  but  no  monies,  whilk  the 
town  of  Aberdeen  was  compelled*  to  pay,  and  a  boll  of  meal 
came  in  out  of  every  hundred  merks  rent ;  the  country  paid,  the 
rest  Then  order  was  taken  for  sustaining  the  troopers'  horse 
meat,  and  men's  meat,  in  the  shires  of  Aberdeen  and  Btoff,  es- 
timite  to  be  abont  one  thousand  horse,  whilk  was  so  grievons 
diat  the  oesmtrymen  could  not  sustain  them.  Thir  tfoopere 
irere  ^aartered  freely  through  diverse  parishes,  s<Mne  upon  ilk 
Isn^rd,  and  some  on  ilk  plough  of  ground.  There  were  three 
regiments  of  horse,  one  under  sir  Thomas  Hacket,  on^  under 
sir  Patrick  M^Gie,  and  one  under  lieutenant  crowner  tiraies. 
There  was  quartered  in  Banff  and  Murray,  the  lord  Gordon's 
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regiment ;  and  major  Ramsay  was  general  over  tlw  truoper»  in 
this  sheriffdom,  whilk  was  ordained  to  be  quartered  only  ^vithn 
three  presbyteries,  vise,  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  Kloa,  and 
Deer.  Order  was  given,  tlmt  ilk  trooper  shonld  eat  and  drink 
at  sixteen  shillings  ilk  day,  and  his  horse  a  peck  of  oata»  wiik 
fodder ;  and  if  the  trooper  was  not  content  with  his  -  cheer,  to 
count  for  cake  and  pudding  with  the  goodwife,  and  oompel  her 
to  pay  money  for  what  he  wanted.  Thus  is  thir  north  parts 
grievously  bom  down  and  wrecked  by  the  estates  and  good 
Argyll.  ^ 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  downnsitting  of  the  provincial  aaaembty. 
It  continued  Tuesday  and  Wednesday ;  on  Thursday  aflemoon  it 
dissolved,  and  Argyll  kept  daily  with  them;  and  that  aamcn 
day,  being  the  21st  of  November,  Aigyll  went  south,  carrying 
Nathaniel  Gordon's  testificate  frae  the  assembly  with  him.  He 
was  that  night  in  Dunotter,  but  the  lord  Gordon  bade  behind  in 
Aberdeen. 

Argyll  being  gone,  the  earl  Marischall,  the  lord  Fkasery  the 
lord  Crighton,  the  lairds  of  Kermuck,  Crai^var,  and  some 
other  country  barons,  with  the  provost  of  Abmleen,  held  their 
committee  daily  in  Aberdeen,  till  about  January,  1645.  Aad 
order  came  frae  the  estates  that  the  laird  of  Lare's  regiment,  and 
the  laird  of  Buchannan's  regiment,  should  fortify  the  samen  by 
Argyll's  direction. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  marquis  of  Montrose  leaving  Strath* 
boggie,  to  Argyll's  small  credit  in  suffering  him  to  escape.  He 
marches  to  B»denoch  and  comes  to  AthoU,  where  major  McDo- 
nald, his  noble  captain,  met  him  with  his  company,  and  who 
had  been  frae  him  since  the  month  of  September ;  where  I  will 
leave  them  while  hereafter. 

The  lord  Fraser,  the  lairds  of  Pittodrie  and  Echt's  corns 
being  burnt,  U^ther  with  their  buildings,  by  Montrose,  as  ye 
have  heard,  they  mean  themselves  to  the  estates,  who  gave  or* 
der  to  meddle  with  the  papists'  rents,  lands,  and  fishings,  about 
Aberdeen,  and  the  water  of  Don,  belonging  to  Thomas  Mensies 
of  Balgownie,  Mr.  Alexander  Irvine  of  Lochhills,  and  Robert 
Irvine,  his  brother,  and  this  to  be  uplifted  yearly  by  — --i*  For- 
bes of  Ecbt,  ay  and  while  his  losses  were  set  up;  and  aieklike^ 
there  was  disponed  to  the  lord  Fraser,  Gordon  of  Abeiigeklie's 

rents,  Donald  Far^ubarson's,  and Gordon,  baron  of  Bnseh- 

ley's  rents,  as  makgnants  against  the  country,  to  be  yearly  up- 
lifted by  him,  ay  and  while  his  skaith  was  paid;  as  alao». there 
was  disponed  to  Thomas  Erskine  of  Balhaggartie,  the  rents  of 

Schethin,  pertaining  to Seaton,  the  rents  and  living  of 

Tibbertie,  pertaining  to  ~.—  Innes,  ay  and  while  he  was  com- 
pleatly  paid  of  his  losses ;  but  he  bade  short  while  to  take  op  his 
part,  because  he  departed  this  life  in  Edinburgh,  upon  the  — 
day  of  January,  1645. 

Marvellous  to  see  the  king's  lieges  thus  to  be  oppressed  I  And 
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ThonaA  Meoisies  fled  tlie  kingdom,  with  his  wife  and  ohiMren» 
for  his  reiigion ;  yet  hie  rente  are  disponed.  Mr.  Alexander 
l9vine  fleea  die  oonntry,  and  sailing  to  France  he  is  taken 
by  the  way  and  brought  to  Edinbaigh,  where  he  is  warded  in 
tke  tolbootb ;  yet  his  rents  are  disponmi.  His  brother,  Robert 
Irvine,  durst  not  be  seen ;  his  rents  are  also  disponed.  The  other 
gentlemen,  for  favoaring  the  king  and  following  the  marquis  of 
Hnntly,  as  ye  have  heard,  fled  the  kingdom,  and  durst  not  be 
•eon,  yet  their  rents  are  disponed  to  set  up  the  losses  of  the 
king's  enemies  and  unfriends,  without  the  advice  or  authority  of 
his  majesty,  bat  only  set  out  by  the  estates  of  the  land  I 

The  laird  of  Eeht,  for  his  part,  caused  arrest  the  ships  carry- 
ing salmon  to  France,  Ijring  in  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen,  the 
kwt  of  NoTember,  while  the  master  of  the  ship  gave  an  account 
of  sneh  salmon  as  was  shipped  pertaining  to  the  foresaid  papists, 
and  sjfne  to  set  them  on  shore,  whilk  was  done,  thereafter  the 
merehant  agreed  with  Echt  upon  conditions;  whereupon  this 
ealmdn  was  again  shipped,  and  so  goes  to  sea. 

Upon  the  ist  day  of  December,  a  proclamation  was  made  at 
the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  charging  the  sheriffdom  to  conveen,  and 
hove  their  rendezvous  at  Aberdeen  the  5th  of  December,  fc^ 
taking  order  for  the  sustentation  of  the  foot  soldiers  and  troopers, 
and  to  bring  in  victuals  for  that  effect ;  but  none  gave  obedience 
that  day. 

Upon  the  8th  day  of  December,  general  Lesly  returned  vie* 
toriously  frae  Newcastle  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  stayed  while 
January,  1645,  taking  up  men  for  defence  of  the  said  town ; 
about  fourteen  thousand  men  and  some  of  our  troopers  lying 
here  is  sent  there ;  with  this  victory  the  pest  came  in  to  Borrow- 
stounness ;  but  Lesly  removes  with  his  wife  and  family  back  to 
Newcastle. 

Ye  heard  before  of  Montrose's  march  into  AthoU.  He  took 
the  laird  of  Wemyss,  Meuzies,  captive,  and  other  outstanding 
febels;  he  goes  to  the  laird  of  Glenorchie's  lands,  bums,  wastes, 
and  destroys  his  ^untry,  being  one  of  Argyll's  special  kinsmen. 
Argyll  now  being  in  Edinburgh,  who  came  from  Aberdeen, 
as  ye  have  heard,  gat  small  thanks  for  his  service  against  Mon- 
trose. However,  hearing  of  the  destruction  of  Glenorchie's 
he  goes  quickly  to  his  own  country,  for  defence  of  the 


About  this  time,  a  general  assembly  is  indicted  to  be  holden 
at  Edinburgh,  the  22d  of  January,  1645,  by  authority  of  the 
kirk,  and  a  day  of  humiliation  to  go  before. 

The  town  of  Edinburgh  mightily  murmured  against  the  dn« 
taking  of  the  excise,  but  it  goes  through,  and  appointed  to  be 
lifted  frae  the  1st  of  August  kst. 

Sunday  the  22d  of  December,  thundering  out  of  pulpits 
against  Yool-day;  none  suffered  to  make  good  chear,  or  be 
merry,  according  to  the  old  custom.    The  bell  went  through 

So  2 


468  HISTORY  OF  THE  ^.Ayw  1045. 


tbe  town,  ohai^png  tbecvaftsaawo  totkeep  tbcir  boo&i  ( 
and  the  merehants'  booths  to  stand  open;  ilk  cmtkfsamn 
the  pain  of  ten  poundB.     The  bailliee  backed  this  ohaigis,  f^ing 
through  the  town,  commanding  the  deacons  >to  aae  the  emfts  to 
work)  and  to  note  the  diaobedients.     The  whole  fiafaefs  of  Entiie 
were  likevdse  commanded  to  go  to  aea  on  YooLday^   «nd^ 
great  pains ;  but  the  sea  fell  oat  atormy,  that  stayed  tbeao^  irhilk 
ihe  poor  men  frae  their  hearts  wished.     Bat,  do  their  boat,  they 
coold  not  get  the  scholani  and  students  to  stay  firae  thmr  ITml 
play,  according  to  use  and  wont ;  yea  some  made  good  oihgTy 
and  wrought  none,  others  wrought  at  their  pleaanre. 
-    Tuesday  the  24th  of  December,  the  lord  Gordon  (the  marquis 
being  still  in  Strathnaver,  in  an  island  called  Tongue,)  kad  a 
meeting  with  his  friends,  for  taking  order  with  one  called  Rhw 
bes  of  Skellater,  for  taking  some  of  their  sfaeqp  and  noit  mat  ct 
the  braes  of  Strathboggie  and  Lesmoir.     What  was  ooneladed 
is  secretly  kept,  and  yet  nothing  at  all  followed  by  way  of  deed ; 
yet  this  Skellater,  to  get  the  lord  Gordon's  iavonr,  came  in,  as 
ye  may  hereafter  hear. 

Upon  Friday  the  27th  of  December,  there  came  out  of  the 
parish  of  Cruden  to  Old  Aberdeen,  two  horse-troops.  Hoeae 
and  man  had  Aree  quarters ;  syne  upon  the  mom,  after  fareekfiu^ 
ihey  all  rode  south. 

Mr.  Andrew  Cant  was  chosen  commissioner,  and  Bdbert 
Crookshank,  baillle,  laick  elder  for  Aberdeen ;  and  the  i«st  of 
the  presbytery  sent  their  commissioners  to  this  assembly. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen,  in  this  month  of  December,  aie 
charged,  ilk  man  and  woman,  by  virtue  of  their  oath,  to  deehre 
the  avail  of  their  goods  plundered  by  the  Irishes-  at  the  fight  of 
Aberdeen ;  but  to  what  end  I  know  not,  for  inventary  was  taken 
up  of  all,  to  be  had  to  our  parliament,  some  said  tor  hmmg 
pity  upon  our  estate,  and  that  we  should  be  free  from  ^parter* 
ing  of  soldiers,  and  other  vexations. 

The  committee  of  tbe  kirk  and  general  assembly  ordered  a  fiwt 
to  be  kept  throughout  all  Scotland,  before  the  down^eitling  of 
this  parliament,  whilk  was  to  sit  down  upon  the  8lh  of  Janoiry, 
1645,  in  Edinburgh,  and  before  the  down-sitting  oi  the  geneml 
assembly  there,  upon  the  22d  day  of  ihe  said  month ;  confiNrm 
to  the  whilk  order,  a  fast  kept  here  upon  the  6th  of  Jaeoary, 
in  both  Aberdeens,  being  Sunday,  and  that  samen  day  oght 
days  we  had  here  in  Old  Aberdeen,  for  the  more  abondaace^ 
another  fast,  whereby  tbe  poor  people  were  vexed  to  death  with 
their  continual  fastings  and  thanksgivings ;  this  last  Sunday  wss 
kept  under  pretext  diat  there  was  not  full  conventkm  the  fint 
Sabbath. 

ANNO  1645. 
Upon  the  3d  of  January,  1645,  an  horse^troop  came  out  of 
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M amy,  and  was  quartered  in  OM  Aberdeen,  and  anotker  npon 
the  samen  town  quartered,  and  as  they  came,'  plundered  both 
fown.  and  country  houses  wherever  they  went. 
-  Ye  heard  before  of  the  general  asMmbly  to  be  holden  on  the 
2Std  of  January,  and  parliament  the  8th  of  January,  and  odier 
<)harge8  there  aet  down.  Upon  Wednesday  the  8th  of  January, 
<mr  parliament  sat  down  in  Edinbui^,  and  was  fenced;  the 
earl  of  Lauderdale  was  made  president  of  this  parliament,  but 
the  king  had  no  commissioner  there,  whereof  the  parliament  did 
niDt  care  much.  Well,  it  is  continued  to  the  22d  of  January, 
that  the  general  assembly  should  sit  down,  and  in  the  meantime 
ordidned  five  committees  to  sit  daily  in  Edinburgh,  one  whereof 
for  ordering  a  new  levy  to  be  sent  into  England ;  the  second  for 
discussing  of  the  malignants ;  the  third,  for  setting  up  the  losses 
done  by  Montrose  and  his  rebels ;  the  fourth,  for  the  bills ;  and 
the  fifikh,  for  the  overtures.  Thir  committees  established,  the 
parliament  is  prorogate'to  the  22d  of  January;  but  before  that 
day  came,  their  president,  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  departed  this 
life. 

AbcNit  this  time,  m  John  Hotham  (as  report  past),  who  held 
th^  king  out  of  the  ports  of  Hull,  as  ye  have  before,  is  executed 
by  command  of  the  parliament,  and  Ms  son  both.  He  got  this 
reward  for  his  good  service  to  them  against  our  dread  sovereign. 

Upon  the  8d  of  February,  sir  John  Leslie  of  Wardheuse, 
knight  baronet,  departed  this  life  in  New  Aberdeen ;  a  great 
enemy  to  the  lidrd  of  Cluny,  who  had  meddled  with  his  estate, 
Qmiy  being  warded  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh. 

About  this  time,  Forbes  of  Echt  compelled  Thomas 

Menmes  of  Balgownie's  tenants,  (he  being  filed  the  country  for 
Ms  religion,  leaving  order  to  pay  men,  loan-money,  levy-money, 
horse  and  arms,  as  the  country  did,  and  as  they  were  imposed; 
notwithstanding  the  estates  had  gifted  his  rents  to  this  laird  of 
Edit,  as  ye  have  before;)  lie  compelled  the  tenants,  I  say,  to 
obl%ie  themselves,  ilk  ane  for  their  own  parts,  to  pay  and  ddi- 
ver  to  him  the  mmen  prices  which  they  were  obliged  to  pay  for 
the  victual  to  him  before  the  1st  of  March,  umkr  the  pain  of 
plundering,  which  the  poor  tenants  were  forced  to  pay  for  fear. 
For  the  most  part,  the  samen  order  was  done  with  other  papists* 
land,  as  was  said,  and  parties  sent  out  of  Aberdeen  to  ly  upon 
their  lands  while  paym^its  were  made,  as  was  done  by  William 
Seaton  of  Blair,  being  also  a  papist. 

Upon  the day  of  January,  Mr.  Alexander  Jaflray,  late 

provost  of  Aberdeen,  departed  this  life  in  New  Aberdeen ;  a  ri- 
gorous Covenanter. 

Upon  Sunday  the  19th  of  January,  an  act  of  committee  holden 
in  Aberdeen  upon  the  10th  of  January,  was  read  out  of  our 
pulpits  of  Old  Aberdeen,  for  levying  of  the  eighth  man ;  the 
rendezvous  to  be  at  Aberdeen  the  1st  of  February.  Few 
oame  that  day,    but  parties  were  sent  out  of  the  regiments 
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lying  in  'Aberdeen,  and  lay  upon  tbe  land  till  ihey  came  in  per 
force. 

Ye  heard  before  of  tbe  parliament  and  general  assembly,  and 
how  the  parlmment  was  fenced  and  adjourned  to  the  22d  of  Jan- 
mury,  ana  that  day  the  general  assembly  to  sit  down  also ;  upon 
the  whilk  day  oar  parliament  sat  down  in  Edinburgh  (witlioat 
the  hinges  commissioner) ;  the  lord  Lindsay  of  Crawford  (now 
styled  earl  of  Crawford),  is  president  of  this  parliament. 

The  general  assembly  also  sits  down  the  said  day.  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Douglas,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Edinburgh,  is  moderator. 
It  continued  till  the  ■  day  of  Febraary ;  indicted  another 
general  assembly  to  be  holden  at  -—  the  22d  day  of  Jane» 
1646,  syne  dissolved,  leaving  the  parliament  still  sitting  behind 
them ;  but  they  sent  up  their  acts  not  to  the  king,  but  to  the 
English  parliament,  for  their  approbation.     Strange  to  see  ! 

Ye  hear  before  of  Montrose's  progress  to  Glenorchie's  lands; 
:He  goes  to  Argyll,  bums  and  slays  through  the  haill  country, 
and  left  no  house  nor  hold,  except  impr^^able  strengths,  nn- 
burnt,  their  corns,  goods,  and  gear ;  and  left  not  a  four-footed 
beast  in  bis  hull  lands ;  and  such  as  would  not  drive  they 
houghed  and  slew,  that  they  should  never  make  stead.  Mon- 
trose remained  in  Argyll's  countries,  wasting,  burning,  and  de- 
stroying all,  near  a  quarter  of  a  year,  syne  came  into  Lochaber 
through  Badenoch,  where  sundry  came  in  to  him,  such  as  the 
laird  <^  Abergeldie,  and  others  of  tbe  name  of  Gordon,  and 
Farquharsons  of  Brae  of  Mar.  He  marches  to  Lochness,  hav- 
ing a  full  intention  to  take  in  the  burrow  of  Inverness,  wherrin 
the  laird  of  Lare's  regiment  and  Lothian's  regiment  were  lying, 
with  many  country  people  about,  and  the  town  strongly  fortified- 
Bat  the  marquis  having  discussed  Bredalbine,  Argyll,  Lorn, 
and  others  of  the  marquis'  countries,  and  his  friends,  without 
opposition  or  contradiction,  he  marches  through  Lochaber  to 
Lochness,  and  head  thereof,  where  he  is  informed  that  the  mar- 
quis of  Ai^ll  was  entered  into  Lochaber,  with  an  army  of 
highlanders  and  lowlandmen  of  about  three  thousand  men,  and 
that  he  had  burnt  the  brae  country  of  Lochaber,  pertaining  to 
McDonald  and  his  friends ;  and  suspecting  that  he  nad  a  design 
to  cause  the  garrisons  at  Inverness  and  men  of  Ross  and  Murray 
to  rise  in  arms  for  his  better  assistance  against  him,  he  there- 
fore resolved,  partly  for  assisting  of  his  friends  in  Lochaber, 
and  revenging  of  the  wrongs  done  to  him,  and  partly  for  pre- 
venting the  joining  of  greater  forces  against  him,  to  advance  to 
Lochaber  against  Argyll ;  and  to  the  effect  he  might  come  more 
suddenly  and  unexpectedly  against  Argyll,  he  resolved  not  to 
go  back  the  samen  gate  that  he  marched  from  Lochaber,  hot  re- 
turned there  by  another  way  through  the  mountains  covered 
with  snow,  and  in  two  days'  march  he  advanced  so  near  the 
enemy's  outmost  quarters  (being  distant  three  miles  from  Inver* 
lochie,  where  Argyll  then  lay),  that  before  they  were  aware,  he 
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;  widiin  balf-^milfi  of  them ;  whilk  they  percetving,  and^lee* 
iDg  all  awajT)  gave  a  eadden  alarm  to  all  the  rest  of  the  mrmy^ 
BO  that  all  the  regimeiits  were  advertised,  and  did  all  comhine 
at  Inverloehy.    So  he  perceiving  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the 
alarm,  resolved  instantly  to  advanoe  towards  Inverloehy,  where 
he  approached  within  half-a^mile's  distance  of  the  enemy,  and 
stood  all  night  in  arms,  as  likewise  cUd  the  enemy;  but  line 
miurquis  of  Argyll  that  samen  night,  being  Saturday  the  1st  of 
February,  woat  aboard  of  his  galley,  with  sir  John  Wanohope 
of  Niddry,  Mr.  Mungo  Law,  sir  Francis  Bollock,  after  that  mk 
his  army  was  drawn  up,  and  stayed  there  upon  the  water  in  his 
galley  until  the  morn,  while  the  battle  be^m,  and  that  he  did 
aee  all  his  men  flee  away,  and  then  he  past  away  in  his  galley. 
The  battle  began  at  the  rising  of  the  sun  on  Candlemass  day. 
Montrose's  men  were  divided  in  four  divisions ;  general  mi^of 
McDonald  was  upon  the  right  wing  with  a  regiment  of  Irishes  i 
lieatenant-colonel  Okham,'  with  some  Irishes,  was  upon  the  left 
wing ;  some  highlanders  of  Athol,  the  Steoarta  of  Appin,  men 
of  Glenco,  captain  of  Clanranald,  McLean,  and  Glenaarie,  was 
in  the  middle ;  and  colonel  James  McDonald  alias  M^Oneil,  was 
in  the  rear,  with  a  reserve  of  Irishes.     The  enemy  had  their 
lowland  forces  divided,  the  one-half  upon  the  right  wing,  aad 
the  other  upon  the  left ;  and  in  the  middle  they  had  a  great  body 
of  highlanders,  and  their  reserve  was  also  highlanders,  and  was 
placed  upon  a  pretty  ascent,  where  they  had  a  piece  of  ordnance; 
and  they  planted  within  the  house  of  Inverlochie  about  forty  or 
fifty  men,  for  that  place  was  within  a  pistol  shot  of  the  paft 
where  the  enemy's  battle  was  placed.     Okham  being  open  the 
left  wing  did  first  advance,  and  ehmged  the  enemy's  right  wing, 
who  first  fled.    Major  McDonald  charges  the  left  wing,  and 
our  highlandmen   being  in  the  middle,   charged  their  middle 
battle ;  so  the  enemy  perceiving  their  right  wing  to  flee,  and 
their  left  wing  and  middle  body  to  be  furiously  assaulted,  did 
also,  after  shooting  a  volley,  take  themselves  to  flight,  with 
their  reserve  also.     Some  of  our  horsemen  perceiving  the  enemy 
to  break  did  assault  them  also,  and  turned  two  hundred  of  the 
anemy,  and  diverted  them  from  entering  the  house  of  Inver- 
lochie, to  which  they  were  running  for  refuge.     So  the  enemy 
fled,  some  by  the  Lochside,  who  were  all  either  killed  or  drown- 
pd*     The  greatest  part  fled  towards  the  hills  that  samen  way  By 
which  they  entered  Lochaber.     They  were  pursued  some  eight 
miles,  and  many  killed.   There  was  killed  in  all,  as  was  thought, 
about  one  thousand  five  hundred,  whereof  there  was  of  Miei 
men,  the  laird  of  Auchinbreck,  Campbell ;  the  laird  of  Loeh- 
nell,  Campbell,  with  his  eldest  son,  and  brother,  Colin;  the 
laird  of  Glencaddel,   elder;   M^DougalK  appearand  of  Rara, 
with  his  eldest  son,  the  provost  of  Kilmud ;    major  Menries, 
brother  to  the  prior  of  Achattens,  Parbreck;  and  there  wa^  taken 
prisoners  the  laird  of  Parbreck,  the  laird  of  Imierea,  the  laird 
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of  GleneaddeU,  younger,  the  laird  of  Silver  Cnig,  the  kdrd  of 
Loirmond,  the  laird  of  St.  McDonald  in  Kintyre^  the  goodman 
of  Pynmoir,  the  captain  of  Danstaffnage,  his  son  (Ueateiimt- 
oolonel  Coekbam),  captain  Steoart)  captain  Murray,  eaplaia 
Stirliiig,  Robert  Cleland  alias  Clydson,  and  Mn  Bougiill,  a 
preacher.  There  are  besides  a  great  number  of  common  eoMieiB 
taken  prisoners.  It:  is  said,  there  was  direct  frae  the  committee 
of  Edinburgh,  certain  men  to  see  Aigyll's  forwardness  in  Ibl* 
lowing  Montrose  (whereof  it  would  appear  the  estates  were  in 
doubt),  but  they  saw  his  flight  in  form  foresaid.  It  is  to  be  «on* 
aidered)  that  few  of  this  army  had  escaped,  if  Montrose  bad  not 
marched  the  day  before  the  fight  eighteen  miles,  upon  little  AmmI, 
and  crossed  sundry  waters,  wet  and  weary,  in  snow,  and  standi 
ing  in  wet  and  cold  the  haill  night  before  the  fight;  bat  Mon- 
trosecaosed  a  forlorn  hope  of  musketeers  shoot  all  night  at  the 
enemy,  the  better  to  engage  the  enemy  against  the  next  momii^, 
ftaring  that  they  shoidd  haTO  stolen  away  in  the  night.  What 
wvw  kiUed  to  Montrose  is  uncertain.  But  sir  Thomas  Ogilvie, 
sen  to  the  earl  of  Airly,  was  shot  through  the  tliigh,  whdreof 
be  .died  shortly  thereafter,  and  was  burii^  in  Atholl. 

Hiere  caaae  to  Aberdeen  two  commanders,  major  Liddri  and 
imptain:  Murray,  of  the  garrnon  lying  in  Aberdeen,  and  lieclar- 
ed-  to  the  provost  and  bullies  that  the  men  were  hungered,  and 
oonld  not  Uve  on  two  pecks  of  meal  in  the  wedc,  except  tbqr 
gat  twelve  shillings  also.  The  council  is  conveened,  and  to  es- 
chew plunABTing,  they  condescended  to  give  three  thousand 
nerks,  for  the  whilk  the  town  was  taxed.  Thus  is  Aberdeen 
sore  vexed -day  and  night. 

About  this  time,  commissioners  came  from  the  English  parlia^ 
nent,  as  report  past. 

And  IScewise,  that  the  young  prince  was  genial  over  the 
king's-army,  made  of  purpose  for  pleasing  of  the  Englishmen, 
who  liked  not  to  serve  under  general  Rothven,  being  a  Scots- 
naa,  whose  counsel  and  advice  was  nevertheless  cnnrad  on  all 
occasions,  as  a  brave  expert  cavalier;  likeas,  the  king  made  him 
marquis  of  Thames,  for  quitting  of  his  place. 

Ye  heard  before  of  the  taking  and.  warding  of  young  Drum 
and  his  brother,  Robert  Irvine.  This  brave  young  gentleman 
departed,  this  life  within. the  tolbooth  ot  Edinburgh,  upon  Fri- 
day the  4th  of  February,  and  that  samen  night  (bemg  excommi»- 
nio^e)  was*  buried  betwixt  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  with 
candle-light,  in  lanthoms.  The  young  laird  lying  also  sore  sick 
in  the  samen  chamber,  who  upon  great  moyan  was  transported 
upon  a  wand-bed  upon  the  mom  from  the  tolbooth  to  the  castle, 
where  he  lav  sore  grieved  at  the  death  of  his  well*>beIoved  bro- 
ther^ bom  down  by  unhappy  destiny,  and  cruel  malice  of  the 
estates.  When  they  were  first  warded,  they  were  all  three^put  in 
sundry  houses,  that  none  should  have  conference  with  another, 
and  that  none  should  come  or  go  without  a  town's  bmllie  were 
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tmsent.  This  loDgsowe  loatbaoiiie  prison  eadnreHi  (pr  the  first 
half  yMff.  Thereafter  they  got  liberty  all  three  to  bick  in  one 
duanber^  bat  none  suffered  to  come  or  go,  or  sp^Ur  bnt  wbat 
was  overheard  by  a  baiUie.  Bnt  this  yoang  gallant  biiling  so 
long  in  prison,  and  being  of  an  high  spirit,  broke  his  heart,  and 
died ;  his  father  being  confined  in  Edinburgh,  and  his  mother 
dwidling  in  New  Aberdeen  (for  the  place  of  Drum  was  left  quite 
desolate,  as  ye  have  heard  before),  to  his  unqpealcable  grief  and 
sorrow* 

Aboat  the  time  of  Argyll's  discomfiture,  the  estates  gave  order 
to  ma|er*geasval  Baillie  to  levy  a  new  army  to  go  upon  Mon* 
trsse,  of  whom  ye  diall  hear  more  hereafter. 

Ye  heard  of  the  noble  victory  that  Montrose  had  over  Argyll 
at  Inverlochie.  His  soldiers  gat-  abundance  of  arms  and  sp^ 
Argyll  went  to  Edinburgh,  sore  lamenting  the  loss  of  hii  kin 
and  friends,  but  chiefly  fiDr  the  loss  of  his  bonoar.  But  'Mofr-^ 
trose  conrageously  marched  back  through  Loohaber,  with  dis- 
played banners,  towards  Inverness,  widi  incredible  diligence^ 
and  finding  the  town  strongly  fortified,  and  garrisons  lying 
about,  or  rather  within  the  samen,  such  as  the  laird  of  Lare's 
regiment  and  Bnehannan's  regimen^  thinking  in  storming  there- 
of it  would  spend  time  and  lose  his  men,  be  thereafiter  marched 
peaceably  by  Inverness,  down  throogh  the  country  of  Mimvy, 
oharging  all  manner  of  men  betwixt  sixty  and  sixteen  to  rise 
and  serve  the  king  and  his  majesty's  lieutenant,  tmder  the  psan 
of  fire  and  sword,  against  his  majesty's  rebel  subjects ;  and  to 
dmt  efect,  to  meet  him  in  their  best  arms,  on  horse  and  foot^ 
immediately  after  the  charge.  This  bred  great  fear,  and  sundry 
of  the  Murray  men  came  in  to  him.  Sic  as  stood  out  he  plun- 
dered, burnt,  and  spoibded  their  houses  and  lands,  as  follows^  ' 
vis — ^The  laird  of  Ballendalkch's  three  houses,  Pitchash,  Foy- 
ness,  and  Ballendallach,  houses,  bigging,  and  corn-yards  of  ius 
haill  groonds,  and  his  faaill  lands  plundered  of  horse,  nolt, 
(dieep,  and  other  goods ;  the  place  of  Grangehill,  pertaining  to 
Ninian  Dunbar ;  the  place  of  Brodie,  pertaining  to  the  laird  of 

Brodie;  die  place  of  Cowbin,  pertaining  to Kinnaird;  the 

place  of  tnnee,  pertaining  to  the  laird  of  Innes ;  and  Redhall ; 
all  burnt  and  plundered ;  the  lands  of  Burgie,  Lethen,  and 
DufFus,  plundered  bnt  not  burnt;  Garmottth  plundered  bnt  not 
fired;  their  salmon  cobles  and  nets  cut  and  hewn  down,  whereby 
the  water  of  Spey  could  not  be  well  fished.  Thns  as  Montrose 
masehed,  he  sent  out  parties  through  the  country  with  fire  and 
plundering. 

Now  npon  the  Hth  of  February,  there  was  mtting  at  a  com- 
mhteeat  Elgin,  the  earl  of  Seaforth,  the  laird  of  Innes,  sir  Ro- 
bert Gordon,- the  laird  of  Pluseardine,  and  diverse  others,  and 
hearing  of  tbir  dangers,  discharges  by  tuck  of  drum  the  Fasten's- 
even  mercat,  holden  yearly  at  Elgin,  lest  the  country  merchants 
and  people  should  get  skaiUi,  and  shortly  dissolvcfs  their  com- 
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nuttee,  and  Uk  a|i6  a  eiindry  gate.  The  Udid  of  Iniiea, 
sandry  others  with  him,  ffoes  to  Spynie,  where  his  eldest 
was  dwelling.  The  iown^s  people  and  couairy  about  seeing  the 
laird  of  Innes  flee  to  Spynie,  fled  also  wiib  dieir  wiTes,  baintB» 
and  best  goods  whieh  they  could  get  carried  here  end  theres  bat 
chiefly  to  Spynie,  and  few  bade  Mrithin  the  town  for  plain  fear, 
which  incemied  the  soldiers  worse  against  the  town  than  if  tkcy 
had  bidden  and  kept  their  houses.  The  eail  of  Seaforth  and  tbe 
rest  of  the  committee-men  fled  their  own  ways. 

As  Montrose  is  miirching  to  Elgin,  the  laird  of  Grant,  with 
some  others,  met  him,  and  offering  their  service  npon  thdir  pa- 
role and  great  oath,  swore  to  serve  the  king  and  him  his  lieoten* 
ant  loyally.  Montrose  received  them  graciously;  the  laird  of 
Grant  sent  in  three  hundred  men  to  him. 

Upon  the  1 0th  of  February,  Montrose  comes  to  Elgin.  The 
lord  CUirdon,  being  in  the  Bog,  lap  quickly  on  horse,  having 
Nathaniel  Gordon  with  some  others  in  his  company,  and  that 
samen  night  came  to  Elgin,  sainted  Montrose,  who  made  him 
heartily  welcome,  and  supped  joyfully  together.  Many  marvelled 
at  the  lord  Gordon's  going  in  after  such  a  manner,  being  upon 
the  country  service,  and  polonel  to  two  foot  regiments,  and  to  an 
horse  regiment.  Some  alledged  the  estates  oversaw  him  in  di- 
verse points,  toudiing  his  honour,  which  he  could  not  digest; 
others  said,  he  was  likely  to  lose  his  father  for  following  the 
country  cause,  if  he  should  continue,  and  the  country  happen 
to  be  bom  down ;  others  again  said,  it  was  a  plot  devised  betwixt 
Montrose  and  Nathaniel  Gordon,  when  he  was  with  him,  and 
when  he  came  frae  him  with  Craigievar,  as  ye  have  heard ;  and 
albeit  for  his  coming  away  he  was  esteemed  traitorous  and  dis- 
loyal to  Montrose,  yet  he  proved  his  fiuthful  servant  in  this 
business.  Thir  were  the  opinions  of  some ;  however  it  was,  in 
he  went,  but  how  or  upon  what  reason  I  cannot  tdl  really.  The 
ministry  hearing  this,  they  railed  jHtifally  out  of  pulpit  against 
him.  His  brother,  Ludowick,  came  also  to  Montrose^  whom  he 
graciously  received. 

Montrose  gives  order  to  draw  all  the  ferry  boats  on  Spey  to 
the  north  sliore,  except  one  anent  the  Bog,  and  to  guard  the 
baill  fords  up  and  down ;  syne  goes  to  his  council  of  war,  not  to 
committee  courts,  treacherously  cropping  within  his  land. 

While  as  he  is  thus  in  Elgin,  the  earl  of  Seaforth,  the  lairds 
of  Pluscardine  and  Loslyne,  his  brethren,  sir  Robert  Gordon  of 
Gordonstown,  and  diverse  others,  came  in  to  him;  where  I  will 
leave  him  a  little. 

The  burrow  of  Aberdeen  and  garrisons  lying  there,  hearing  of 
Montrose's  victory  over  Ai^ll  at  Inverlochie,  and  of  his  march- 
ing through  Murrayland,  they  sent  (before  Montrose  was  yet 
come  to  Elgin)  Alexander  Forbes,  alias  Plague,  a  busy-body  in 
the  good  cause,  with  letters  to  the  committee  of  Elgin,  tirho  re- 
ceived letters  back  again  frae  the  earl  of  Seaforth,  tbe  laird  of 
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inneB,  and  others  of  ihe  commiUee,  and  from  die  town  of  Btgin, 
and  was  coming  post  back  to  Aberdeen.     At  Parcook,  upon,  the 

aoth  of  Febroary,  he  is  apprehended  by Gordon,  yonnger 

of  Gight,  ^-^>  Leitb,  younger  of  Harthill,  and  their  complices. 
They  take  the  haill  letters  frae  him,  plunders  his  money  which 
lie  had  upon  him,  sjme  hardly  with  lus  life  he  wan  away.  But 
thir  letters  were  pooled  to  Montrose,  lying  at  Elgin,  whereby  he 
understood  the  eommittee  courts  of  Murray,  and  who  were  his 
friends  or  foes. 

Upon  Sunday  the  83d  of  February,  young  Gight,  and  young 
Harthill,  with  their  complices,  took  ten  of  Craigieyar's  troop, 
lying  carelessly  in  their  naked  beds  within  their  quarters  at  In- 
•Terurie.  They  took  their  horses,  their  money,  their  apparel, 
and  arms,  and  gave  the  men  liberty  to  go,  whereat  Craigievar 
was  highly  offended. 

The  estates,  grieved  at  Montrose's  doings,  resolve  to  have  him 
living  or  dead ;  and  to  that  effect  sends  to  Aberdeen,  about  the 
d0th  of  February,  the  lord  Balcarras'  horse  regiment,  with  or- 
ders to  draw  in  sir  James  Hacket's  horse  regiment,  quartered 
•within  the  parish  of  Old  Aberdeen,  to  the  rendezvous  in  New 
Aberdeen  •  (seeing  the  other  two  regiments  which  Argyll  left  be- 
hind him  quartered  in  this  country,  was  scattered  here  and 
Aere,  and  many  of  the  horses  dead  in  the  mortichien),  and  to 
abide  the  coming  of  lieutenant-major  BuUie,  who  was  coming 
vnth  six  foot  regiments  frae  St.  Johnstown  against  Montrose. 
He  had  many  brave  commanders  and  captains,  amongst  whom 
was  major  Hurry,  a  soldier  of  fortune,  and  very  changeable ; 
for,  1st,  He  served  the  parliament  of  England  against  his  sove- 
nign  the  king ;  2d,  He  left  them,  and  served  the  king,  which 
was  more  noble;  3d,  He  left  the  king  and  parliament  both, 
•«ame  into  Scotland,  and  took  service  with  his  majesty's  rebels 
agunst  him ;  but  he  wan  little  ere  all  was  done.  Ye  have  before 
of  major  Baillie's  business;  hut  at  this  time  he  came  not  to 
Aberdeen,  and  his  troopers  were  forced  to  flee,  as  ye  have 
hereafter. 

Montrose,  camping  in  Elgin,  received,  to  save  the  town  un«- 
burnt,  four  thousand  merks,  as  was  said ;  but  his  soldiers,  es- 
pecially the  laird  of  Grant's  soldiers,  plundered  the  town  pitifully, 
and  left  nothing  tursable  uncarried  away,  and  brake  down  beds, 
•boards,  insight  and  plenishing.  Montrose  leaves  them  at  this 
•phmdering,  and  marches  from  Elgin  upon  the  4th  of  March  to- 
wards the  Bog  of  Gight,  with  the  body  of  his  army,  having  in 
his  company  the  earl  of  Seaforth,  the  lord  Gordon,  the  lairds  of 
Grant,  Plnscardine,  Loslyne,  and  some  others,  who  had  come 
-in  to  him ;  and  sent  before  him  over  Spey  the  Farqaharsons  of 
Brae  of  Mar,  to  plunder  the  town  of  Cullen,  pertaining  to  the 
earl  of  Findlater,  which  they  did  pitifully;  for  thir  Farquhar- 
aons  had  come  in  tahim  before.     Montrose  being  over  Spey,  he 
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coBiidcn  tbat  tbe  two  re^meiitii  1yin|^  in  htmemBmf  anA  vAds 
in  the  country,  might  now  in  his  absenee  break  <mt  and  wroDg* 
his  friends  that  are  in  hia  eompany,  therefore  he  takes  the  earl 
of  Seaforth,  the  kird  of  Grant,  and  others  formerly  said,  their 
solemn  oaths  to  serve  the  king  against  his  rehel  snbjecto,  and 
never  to  draw  arms  against  his  majesly  and  his  loyal  aulgecte ; 
and  thereafter  sent  them  over  Spey  again,  to  look  to  their  own 
estates,  upon  their  parole  to  come  with  all  their  fupcea  upon  ad- 
vertisement, to  assist  Montrose  in  the  king's  servioe,  and  so  part- 
ed frae  others ;  but  the  earl  of  Seaforth  gat  more  credit  than  he 
was  worthy  of,  for  he  perjured  himself,  and  turned  a  mortal 
enemy  to  the  king,  and  a  traitor,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

Now,  as  Montrose  foresaw  the  trouble  of  the  conntryy  m>  tt 
fell  out ;  for  there  came  parties  frae  the  regiments  at  InTemaas, 
to  the  place  of  Elchies,  the  place  where  the  laird  (^  Grant  waa 
dwelUog,  and  plundered  the  samen,  and  left  not  the  ladies'  ap- 
.parel,  jewels,  and  goldsmith-work  untaken  np,  whereof  she  had 
atore.  Thereafter  they  plundered  the  land  of  Coxtown,  beeauae 
the  goodman  followed  the  lord  Gordon. 

They  came  into  Elgin,  took  the  laird  of  Plnscardine  and  hia 
brother  Loslyne,  out  of  that  strong  house  belongiag  to  Plnacar- 
dine,  had  them  to  Inverness,  and  kept  them  as  they  who  had 
come  in  to  Montrose ;  but  this  was  thought  to  be  done  by  Sear 
forth's  consent.  However,  he  seems  to  be  sorry  at  the  taking  of 
his  brethren,  comes  to  Inverness,  and  labours  so  that  he  gat 
Uiem  both  set  to  liberty.  This  was  said  to  be  plain  policy  uiisd 
by  Seaforth,  for  he  repented  himself  of  his  inffoing  to  Montniae, 
and  wrote  to  the  earl  Marisehall,  and  committee  at  Abeideen» 
that  he  vielded  only  through  fear,  and  that  he  avowed  to  bide  by 
the  good  cause  to  his  death,  whilk  was  accepted,  and  partly  he 
performed.  Remember,  the  earl  of  Murray  is  sJl  this  time  re- 
siding ii^  Bngland  with  his  lady. 

Ye  hear  before,  how  Montroad  comes  to  the  Bog;  his  eldeat 
aoDf  the  lord  Graham,  was  in  his  company,  a  proper  yoiith» 
about  sixteen  years  old,  and  of  singular  expectation.  He  takes 
sickness,  dies  in  the  Bog  in  a  few  days,  and  is  buried  in  the 
kirk  of  Bellie,  to  his  father's  great  grief. 

The  lord  Gordon  hastily  draws  up  about  five  hundred  footand 
an  hundred  and  sixty  horse  for  the  servioe  of  Montrose. 

The  troopers  and  Lothian's  regiment  lying  in  Abflrdsaa»  aa 
ye  have  heard,  finding  that  Baillie  was  not  yet  come,  commaad* 
ed  the  rest  of  their  three  thousand  marks  to  be  paid  by 'the  town ; 
then  thev  sh^  in  a  iiark  lying  in  the  harbour,  two  field  pieoeiH 
with  then:  ammunition,  bag  and  baggage,  and,  iqpon  the  7th  of 
March,  shamefully  flees,  only  upon  report  of  the  enemy's  eona* 
ing,  and  leaves  Aberdeen  to  its  own  d^ence,  who  had  lyen  like 
grasshoppers  in  the  town  and  country. 

Mr.  Andrew  Cant  and  his  wife,  Mr.  Johp  Rue^  Mr.  William 
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H»b«rt&on,  aid  haiU  CovenaatorB,  Am;  (Mr^  Bebert  FaMnhiiiv 
ptovoBt,  uid  Patriok  Leslv,  late  prevos^  botk  were  in  Edin- 
buifh,).  and  the  (own  stood  in  great  fear. 

Montrose  marehes  frae  the  Bog  to  the  place  of  Cullen  of 
Boyn,  the  earl  of  Findlater  having  fled  south  himself  b^re  to 
Edinburghy  leaving  in  thir  dangerous  days  (pitiful  to  behold !) 
his  kdy  behind  him.  Tliis  stately  house,  well  deeored  with 
stately  insight  and  plenishing,  and  furnished  with  silver-plato 
and  all  other  necessaries,  was  pitifully  plundered,  and  noAing 
tursaUe  left ;  and  then  was  beginning  to  raise  fire,  but  the  lady 
pttifally  besought  Montrose  (now  in  her  husband's  absence)  to 
fiirbear  firing  of  her  ground,  but  for  the  space  of  fifteen  dws ; 
within  the  whilk  time,  if  her  husband  came  not  to  give  satismc- 
tion,  that  then  his  lordship  should  do  as  pleased  him  best ;  and 
toit  Ais  peace  of  fifteen  days'  time,  she  promised  twenty  thou- 
sand marks,  whereof  she  paid  in  hand  five  thousand  merks* 
Montrose  granted  her  desire  upon  the  conditions  foresaid,  and 
raised  no  fire  on  the  earl  of  Findlater's  grounds  (albeit  a  great 
Covenanter,)  at  this  time. 

From  Findlater  he  marches  to  the  Boyn,  plunders  this  country, 
and  boms  the  bigging  pitifully,  and  spoilzied  the  minister's 
goods,  gear,  and  l^ks.  The  laird  himself  keeps  the  Craig  of 
Boyne,  wherein  he  was  safe ;  but  his  haill  lands  for  the  most 
part  were  thus  burnt  up  and  destroyed. 

Thereafter  he  marches  to  Banff,  plunders  the  samen  pitifully^ 
no  merchant's  goods  nor  gear  leift :  they  saw  no  man  on  the 
street  but  was. stripped  naked  to  the  skin.  Some  two  or  three 
worthleas hoQses  wore  burnt,  but  no  bloodshed;  and  ao  they 
left  Banff. 

From  that  town  he  marched  to  Turriff,  where,  according  to 
the  oomicil  of  Abasdeen's  order,  as  ye  have  before,  there  came 
to  him,  Thomas  Gray,  Greoi^  Morison,  Geoi^  Cullen,  and 
John  Alexander,  advocate,  four  discreet  well«set  burgesses,  thdr 
commissioners,  who^  with  great  humility,  mtifully  declared  to 
his  honour  tlM  manifold  miseries  daily  befalling  the  town  of 
Aberdeen,  coming  from  one  side  and  from  another,  and  no  bur- 
row within  Sootl^d  so  heavily  distressed  as  that  town  fi^m  time 
to  time  since  the  beginning  of  thir  troubles,  as  was  well  known 
unto  himself;  and  now  fearing  that  he  and  his  army  was  cwaing 
to  AbCTdeen,  declared  the  haiU  people,  man  and  woman,  through 
phdn  fear  of  the  Irishes,  was  fleeing  away,  if  his  honour  did  not 
give  them  aesoranee  of  safety  and  protection.  He  mildly  hears 
thir  commissioners,-  and  said  he  was  sorry  at  Aberdeen's  calami- 
ties ;  however,  he  forbad  them  to  be  feared,  for  tins  foot  army 
wherein  the  Irishes  were  should  not  come  near  Aberdeen  by 
eight  miles,  and  if  himself  came,  he  craved  nothiog  but  enteiw 
tainment.  upon  his  own  charges,  further  wrong  he  intended  not 
to.  do  to  the  burrow  of  Aberdeen ;  which  truly  and  nobly  he  kept. 
The  commissionars  were  glad  at  this  unexpected  good  answer; 
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^^7  gtt^^  many  thanks,  and  humbly  took  theiir  lewre  of  Mon- 
trose,  came  back  from  Turriff,  and  upon  the  lOth  of  Marvli 
came  to  Aberdeen,  where  they  delivered  their  good  anawer  thcj 
had  gotten,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  magistrates  and  commoiMs 
man,  wife,  and  child,  within  the  barrow. 

Sunday  the  9th  of  March,  no  sermon  in  either  of  the  Aber- 
deens,  tiiroogh  the  absence  of  onr  ministry,  fled  for  fear ;  yet 
Dr.  Ouild  preached  in  the  college  kirk,  but  durst  not  come  to 
the  high  kirk.  Upon  the  samen  Sunday,  major  Nathaniel  Gor- 
don leaves  Montrose  at  Turriff,  and  came  to  Aberdeen  with 
some  few  troopers ;  and  on  the  mom  there  came  in  to  him  an 
hundred  Irish  dragooners.  The  keys  of  kirks,  ports,  and  tol- 
booth  are  delivered  to  him ;  he  sets  some  prisoners  that  were 
there  to  liberty,  amongst  whom  there  was  one  Thomas  Afeldram, 
warded  for  following  Montrose.  He  took  the  spare  arms  lying 
at  Torrie,  left  there  by  the  Lothian  regiment,  under  the  keying 
of  umquhile  captain  Keith,  Marischall's  brother,  his  troop;  they 
took  one  thousand  eight  hundred  muskets,  pikes,  and  other 
arms.  There  was  some  hurt,  some  slain,  and  some- taken  pri* 
soners  of  this  troop,  and  warded  in  the  tolbooth  of  Aberdeen. 
The  arms  were  laid  there  also ;  and  lieutenant  Soott,  one  of  the 
said  Lothian  regiment,  lying  lurking  behind  the  rest,  was  taken 
also. 

Major  Gordon  received  orders  to  watch  the  town,  and  set  out 
secret  watches  nightly  as  far  off  as  Cowie,  to  see  if  any  army 
was  coming  frae  the  south.  There  was  some  skirmishing  at  the 
bridge  of  Dee,  where  Keith's  troop  was  routed,  and  finding  the 
field  fair,  he  returns  to  Montrose,  who  had  removed  firae  Tur^ 
riff  to  Frendraught.  The  young  viscount  was  in  the  place,  \diich 
he  kept,  but  the  laird  his  father  was  in  Muchalls,  with  die  lord 
Fraser,  his  goodson,  all  prime  Covenanters.  He  plundered 
threescore  ploughs  of  Frendraught's,  lying  widiin  the  parishes 
of  Forgue,  Drumblate,  and  Inverkeithny,  and  the  ndnisler's 
house  of  Forgue,  whilk  with  the  rest  of  the  haill  houses,  bigg* 
ings,  bams,  byres,  corn-yards,  and  plenishing,  was  barat  up, 
and  the  haill  oxen,  horse,  nolt,  sheep,  and  ky,  pitifully  plun- 
dered and  carried  away,  leaving  this  ground  desolate.  Montrose 
wrote  frae  Pennybum  a  letter  to  Aberdeen,  of  the  I(Hh  6(  March, 
commanding  them  to  cause  their  drum  go  through  the  town, 
charging  all  manner  of  men  within  the  shire,  betwixt  sixty  and 
sixteen,  to  meet  him  in  their  best  arms  and  on  their  best  horse, 
upon  the  15th  of  March,  at  Inverurie,  under  the  pain  of  .fire  and 
sword.  Drums  went,  the  charge  spread  through  the  shire,  and 
many  met  him  on  horse  and  foot  for  obedience  thereof. 
'  Fjrom  Frendraught  he  marched  to  ELintore,  Kinkell^  and  In* 
verurie,  and  came  to  Kin  tore  upon  the  12th  of  Miureh.  His 
army  was  quartered  in  the  bounds  foresaid ;  himself  lodged  in 
•Mr.  John  Cheyne's  house,  minister  of  Kintore;  he  gave  out 
'orders  that  ilk  parish  within  the  presbytery  of  Aberdeen  (except 
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Aherdeen)  shoold  send  to  him  two  oooiiiusffiotierB,  with  a  perfect* 
roll  of  the  haill  feuers,  heritors,  and  Uferenters.  of  ilk  parish, 
whereby  they  might  furnish  to  his  service  horse  and  men,  ac-* 
cording  to  their  estates ;  whilk  was  done,  and  men  daily  coming 
in  to  him  for  fear  of  fire  and  sword,  who  otherwise  would  have 
stood  outi 

Ye  heard  how  major  Nathaniel  Gordon  went  from  Aberdeen 
to  the  camp,  upon  the  foresaid  12th  of  March;  he  comes  frae 
the  camp  back  again  to  Aberdeen,  with  Donald  Farquharson,. 
captain  Mortimer,  and  some  others,  about  eighty  well  horsed 
brave  gentlemen.  They,  fearless  and  careless  of  the  enemy,, 
went  to  their  merriment,  without  closing  of  the  ports,  or  setting 
of  watches,  against  the  order  of  war.  Their  careless  security  is 
spied  by  some  of  their  unfriends  in  the  town,  as  was  said,  baA 
posts  speedily  to  major  Hurry,  now  lying  at  the  North  Water. 
Bridge  with  the  lord  Balcarras'  regiment,  and  other  foot  regi* 
ment%  desiring  him  with  diligence  to  come  to  Aberdeen,  where 
he  should  have  a  fair  hazardof  his  enemies,  lying  without  order.. 
Hurry,  informed  of  all,  takes  the  occasion,  and  comes  with  about 
one  hundred  and  sixty  horse  and  foot,  out  of  Balcarrite'  regiment 
of  horse,  and  others,  besides  brave  troopers  and  musketeers,  and 
in  great  haste,  up<m  Friday  the  2dth  of  March,  about  eight  houM 
at  even,  came  down  the  gate  of  Aberdeen,  and  set  watches  to 
the  ports,  as  they  came  in,  that  none  should*  escape.  The  other 
party,  dispersed  through  the  town,  drinking  carelessly  in  these 
lodgings,  and  hearing  the  horse  feet,  and  great  noise,  were  as* 
tonished,  never  dreaming  of  their  enemy.  However,  this  Donald 
Farquharson  happened  to  come  to  the  causey,  where  he  was 
cruelly  slain  anent  the  Court  de  Guard;  a  brave  gentleman,  and 
<me  of  the  noblest  captains  amongst  all  the  highlanders  of  Scot- 
land.  Two  or  three  cithers  were  killed,  and  some  taken  pri- 
soners, had  to  Edinburgh,  and  cast  into  irons  in  the  tolbooth. 
Great  lamentation  was  made  for  this  gallant,  being  still  the. 
king's  man  for  life  and  death.  Hurry  thereafter  goes  to. the. 
Court  de  Guard,  and  takes  out  the  haill  troopers'  horse  standing 
there,  and  likewise  out  of  the  stables,  convoyed  by  the  town's 
people,  where  they  stood ;  amongst  the  rest  the  marquis  of  Hont*^ 
ly's  best  horse,  which  the  lord  Gordon  had  lent  to  major  Na-r 
thaniel  Gordon,  was  likewise  taken  by  Robert  Forbes,  brother 
to  the  laird  of  Craigievar.  They  got  gallant  horses ;  the  gentle-^ 
men  could  not  mind  it,  but  were  glad  to  escape  with  their  lives, 
some  one  gate,  some  another. 

Hurry  tarried  not  longer  in  the  town  nor  he  could  get  their, 
horses,  but  returns  back  again  the  way  he  came ;  and  by  the 
way  takes  out  of  the  buiTow  of  Montrose,  the  marquis  of  Mon- 
trose's second  son,  now  lord  Graham, .  by  reason  of  his  elder 
brother's  decease, .  as  ye  have  heard,  a  young  boy  about  fourteen: 
years  of  age,  learning  at  the  schools,  attended  by  his  pedag<^e 
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in  quiet  numner.    He  is  taken,  had  to  EdUnbnigli,  and  be  and 
Ub  pedagf^ue*  warded  in  the  cattle  thereof. 

Hurry  havings  done  thia  exploit  in  Aberdeen,  the  gentlemen 
were  sorry,  but  oould  not  mend  iu  They  retomed  back  to 
Montrose  f  some  on  horse  and  some  on  foot,  ashamedof  this  ae- 
cident.  Montrose  was  highly  offended  for  the  loss  of  Donald 
Farquharson  more  than  the  rest,  through  tbo  great  carleasness. 

Upon  the  mom,  being  Saturday,  the  said  Donald  Fniinhap- 
son*s  corps  was  found  in  the  street  stripped  naked,  for  they 
tirred  from  off  his  body  a  rich  stand  of  apparel,  but  put  «n  the 
samen  day.  His  corns  was  taken  np,  and  put  in  a  close  cheat, 
and  carried  to  the  <»apel  there  to  ly  in  the  Caatlehill.  The 
other  dead  corps  were  taken  up  and  put  into  thmr  chests,  and 
catried  to  the  snnen  chapel  on  the  CSastlehill  while  Aey  should 
all  be  buried. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen,  fearing  this  accident  should  be  inter- 
preted Aetr  ianlt,  sent  out  two  commissionerB  to  Kintore,  to 
signify  their*  innosenoy  to  Montrose.  He  heard  them  patiently 
with  a  wee  heart,  yet  knew  well  enough  who  were  innooent  car 
guilty  in  tbiB  matter  within  the  town ;  wisely  kept  up  his  mind, 
and'  gave  the  commissioners  an  indifferent  answer^  and  so  they 
returned  to  Aberdeen,  not  knowing  what  should  be  the  eveoti 

Montrose  gave  order  to  general  major  McDonald  to  come  to 
Aberdeen  with  one  thousand  IviBbe%  horse  and  foot,  and  see  his 
corps  buried^  who  came  indeed  upon  the  foresaid  Saturday,  the 
16th  of  March  to  the  town,  about  four  aftemeon.  The  town's 
people^  both  man.  and  woman,  were  under  great  fear  of  thir 
IriBhe%  and  many  had  a  mind  to  flee  their  houses,  but  this  noble 
major  comforted  them  all,  for  he  quartered  bis  baill  foot,  being 
about  seven  hundred  Irishes,  about  the  bridge  of  Dee  and  Twa 
Mile  Gross,  and  none  bade  witlun  the  town  but  himself  and  his 
troopers*  He  caused  dose  the  ports,  and  sent  out  scout  watches, 
as  a  discreet  captain  should  do :  lord  Lewis  Gordon  came  widi 
him. 

Upon  the  mom,  being  Sunday,  this  gentleman,  with  the  oth^ 
three  corps,  was  lifted  out  of  the  castle  foresaid,  and  convo]^ 
to  their  burhd.  Donald  was  buried  in  the  laird  of  Drum's  aisle, 
with  many  woe  hearts  and  doleful  shots. 

But  it  is  to  be  marked,  there  was  no  preaching  in  either  of  the 
Aberdeens,  because  the  ministers  had  fled  the  town,  yet  Dr. 
Guild,  our  Oldtown  principal,  teached  within  the  College  kirk, 
suppose  for  fear  he  durst  not  preach  out  of  the  CoUege-yetts,  on 
the  Sabbath-day  the  ITth  of  March. 

Now,  as  Monlarose  is  lying  at  Kintore,  the  earl  of  Airly  falls 
tihere  mck  of  a  fever,  and  is  convoyed  thereirae  to  Lethentie, 
whereof' his  daughter  is  lady,  with  a  guard  of  three  hundred 
men,  oficers,  captains,  and  commanders,  to  wait  upon  him. 
This  being  done,  Montrose  nwrches  upon  the  samen  Sunday  and 
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l7th  of  Bfar«h»  frae  Kintore  to  the  landtr  of  Diirri%  pertainiiig 

to  the  lord  Fraser. 

General'^major. McDonald  stays  all  this  Sunday  in  the  town» 

where  he  was  much  respited  and  well  entertained,  for  his  love 
^and  ftiYour  which  he  skewed,  in  not  doing  wrong,  or  suffering 

much  wrong  to  be  done,  except  one  or  two  Covenanters  that 
'Were  plundered.  They  indeed  tO€k  their  diet,  bat  paid  for  all 
^extraordinaries,  whereof  the  town's  people  were  most  glad,,  yet 
he  took  up  mickle  gear,  as  ye  shall  presently  hear. 

Upon  Monday  the  18th  of  March,  he  leaves  Aberdeen,  mind- 
ing to  meet  Montrose  at  Durris;  but  a  number  of  the  Irish 
rogues  lay  lurking  behind  him,  abusing  and  fearing  the  town's 
people,  taking  their  cloaks,  plaids,  and  purses  frae  them  on  the 
streets.  No  merchant's  booth  durst  be  opened ;  the  stable  doors 
were  broken  upon  the  night,  and  the  horses  taken  out ;  but  die 
major  hearing  this,  returns  that  samen  Monday  back,  and  drove 
all  thir  rascals  with  sore  skins  out  of  the  town  before  him^  and 
so  both  Aberdeens  were  free  both  of  him  and  them,  by  God's 
providence,  who  looked  both  for  fire  and  plundeiing;  yet  he 
took  up  about  ten  thousand  pounds  worth  of  cloth,  gold  and  silver 
lace,  frae  the  merchants  of  the  town,  and  the  town  became 
obliged  to  pay  for  the  samen  to  them.  He  took  up  his  cloth  and 
other  commodities,  amounting  to  the  said  sum  of  ten  thousand 
pounds,  and  above^  to  be  cloUiing  to  him  and  his  soldiers,  and 
caused  the  town  to  become  obliged  to  pay  the  merchants,  by 
rusing  of  a  taxation  for  that  effect,  wfailk  they  were  glad  to  do, 
to  be  quit  of  their  company.  Thus  cross  upon  cross  comes  upon 
Aberdeen. 

'  Ye  hear  how  Montrose  marches  frae  Kintore  towards  Durris; 
be  ^  spared  by  the  way  the  lairds  of  Monymusk  and  Ley's  lands 
unplundered,  upon  some  private  conditions,  and  came  to  Durris, 
where  major  McDonald  meets  him.  They  burnt  up  the  place, 
hail]  laigh  bi^ngs  and  corns,  and  spoikded  the  haul  ground  of 
horse,  nolt,  sheep,  and  other  goods.  This  was  done  upon  Snn« 
day  the  I7th  of  March. 

And  a  party  the  samen  Sunday  was  direct  out  upon  sic  lands 
of  Fintray  as  pertained  to  Craigievar,  to  plunder,  bum,  and  de- 
stroy the  samen,  houses,  biggings,  corns,  and  all.  Mr.  Andrew 
Abercromby,  minister  of  Fintray,  his  house  and  corns  were 
burnt  up,  and  his  goods  plundered,  beix^  a  main  Covenanter. 
Some  thought  Craigievar  deserved  this  injury,  being  credibly 
taken  prisoner,  and  well  respected  both  of  the  country  and  Mon- 
trose, and  would  take  his  liberty  after  sic  a  dishonourable  man- 
ner; whereas  if  he  had  staid,  his  licence  might  have  been  pur- 
chased after  a  fair  way,  at  least  he  would  not  have  suffered  such 
a  skaith  if  he  had  bidden  captive.  Montrose  marches  frae  Durris 
to  Stonehaven,  and  came  there  upon  Tuesday  the  19tli  of  .March ; 
and  hearing  some  tronUes  to  arise  in  the  north  against  the  lord 
Gordon's  lands,  he  sends  back  his  footmen,  estimate  to  five  hun- 

3  fi 
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dred  men,  to  defend  Strathlxq^e,  and  remiment  of  Ms  ground, 
against  each  enemies  as  should  come,  who  came  indeed,  aa  ye 
have  hereafter ;  but  still  he  kept  the  lord  Gordon  with  faia  borae 
troops  beside  himself,  while  occasion  dffered. 

The  earl  of  Airly,  lying  sore  sick  at  Lethentie,  as  ye  have 
heard,  and  hearing  of  the  lord  Gordon's  men  coming  back  again, 
he  causes  transport  himself  to  Strathb(^;gie^  as  a  place  of  greater 
strength  and  security,  having  his  guard  about  him,  where  he 
lay  while  God  sent  him  his  health. 

Montrose  quarters  himself  in  James  Clark  the  provoetfs  house 
of  Stonehaven ;  the  lord  Gordon,  and  others  b^de  the  army, 
quartered  in  Cowie  and  about  the  country. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  20th  of  March,  he  writes  a  letter  to  eari 
Marischall,  being  in  Dunotter,  where  there  was  about  sixteen 
ministers,  who  had  fled  their  own  houses,  and  taken  refuge 
there;  amongst  whom  was  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  and  his  wife 
also ;  and  Mr.  John  Rue,  minister*  at  Aberdeen ;  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Douglas,  professor  there ;  George  Keith,  the  earl  Maria- 
chall's  brother,  was  also  come  there  out  of  France  lately,  and 
diverse  others.  This  letter  was  received  and  read,  albeit  the 
bearer  stood  at  their  yett,  but  gat  no  answer ;  whereat  Montrose 
was  highly  offended,  done  chiefly  by  persuasion  of  his  lady,,  and 
of  the  ministry,  especially  by  Mr.  Andrew  Cant.  It  is  sai<i^  the 
lord  Gordon  wrote  a  letter  to  the  foresaid  George  Keith,  who 
came  to  Stonehaven  and  conferred  with  him,  and  Montrose  also^ 
whose  desire  was,  that  the  earl  should  serve  the  king,  and  con*- 
cur  with  him  against  his  rebellious  subjects,  as  he  that  was 
bound  thereto  both  from  his  place  and  honours.  This  was  the 
sum,  as  was  said,  of  all,  otherwise  to  be  put  upon  his  own  haz- 
ard. But  this  noble  earl,  counselled  by  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  and 
the  rest  of  the  brethren,  refused  this  service  allenarly,  saying 
he  would  not  be  against  the  country. 

Whereupon  Montrose,  upon  the  21st  of  March,  b^;an  and 
burnt  up  the  bam^yards  of  Dunotter,  houses,  corns,  and  all, 
whilk  the  earl  and  his  lady  within  the  place  saw;  syne  fires  the 
tolbooth  of  Stonehaven,  wherein  there  was  store  of  bear  and 
corns ;  and  the  haill  town  also,  being  the  king^s  royal  burrow, 
with  the  haill  corn-yards,  houses,  and  biggings,  except  the  said 
James  Clark's  bi^;ings,  wherein  Montrose  himself  was  quartered. 

They  plundered  a  ship  l}ring  in  the  harbour,  syne  set  her  on 
fire,  with  the  haill  fisher-boats  lying  there. 

They  burnt  up  the  haill  town  of  Cowie,  houses,  biggings, 
corns,  and  corn-yards;  and  siclike  plundered  the  haill  goods, 
gear,  horses,  nolt,  sheep,  whilk  they  could  get, .  and  plundered 
the  parson  of  Dunotter's  house,  syne  set  the  samen  on  fire. 

It  is  said,  the  people  of  Stonehaven  and  Cowie  came  oat, 
men,  women,  and  children  at  their  feet,  and  children  in  thm 
arms,  crying,  howling,  and  weeping,  praying  the  earl  for  God's 
cause  to  save  them  from  this  fire  how  soon  it  was  kindled ;  but 


Juno  1645.]  TROUBLES  IN  SCOTLAND.  483 

Ihir  poor  people  gat  no  answer,  nor  knew  they  wherfe  to  go  with 
their  chilaren.     Lamentable  to  see  ! 

Fettereeso  was  also  fired,  and  a  quarter  of  it  bamt,  but  the 
haill  oom-yards  and  laigh  bigging  were  utterly  destroyed  and 
burnt  up. 

They  fired  the  pleasant  park  Of  Fetteresso;  some  trees  burnt, 
others  being  green  could  not  bum ;  but  the  hart,  the  hind,  the 
deer,  and  the  roe,  skirled  at  the  sight  of  fire,  but  they  were  all 
tane  and  shun.  The  horse,  mares,  oxen,  and  ky,  were  all  like- 
wise killed,  and  the  haill  baronies  of  Dunotter  and  Fetteresso 
utterly  spoilzied,  plundered,  and  undone.  After  this,  he  marches 
to  Drumlithy,  and  to  Urie,  pertaining  to  John  Forbes  of  Lesly, 
a  great  Covenanter ;  he  fires  the  place,  bums  all  to  the  vaults^ 
and  haill  laigh  bigging,  corns,  and  barn-yards,  and  plunders 
the  haill  ground.  He  sends  to  his  own  good-brother,  the  viscount 
of  Arbuthnott,  but,  as  is  said,  there  was,  by  his  order,  burnt  and 
plundered  to  him  twenty-four  ploughs  of  land. 

He  comes  to  Fettercaim  upon  the  —  day  of  March,  and  sends 
out  quarter-masters  to  quarter  some  troops  in  the  country,  and 
about  the  burrow  of  Montrose.  But  general-major  Hurry  lying 
in  andiush  within  the  planting  of  Halkertoun  without  their 
knowledge,  issues  out  suddenly  with  a  great  cry  and  a  shout 
upon  thir  troopers,  who  returned  shortly  back  to  Montrose's 
camp,  and  he  directly  sends  out  a  better  number  of  troopers; 
but  how  soon  Hurry  sees  them,  he  takes  into  another  ambush 
hard  beside,  but  he  is  rouzed  out  and  routed  through  -the  North 
Water,  and  fled  with  greater  skaith  nor  he  gave,  to  major  Bail- 
lie,  lying  with  his  army  near  hand. 

Montrose's  troopers  returns  back  to  the  camp,  where  Mr. 
James  Strachan's  house  was  burnt  in  Fettercairn. 

Upon  Sunday  the  24th  of  March,  Mr.  William  Strachan,  our 
minister,  came  to  his  house  in  Old  Aberdeen,  and  preached; 
but  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  and  Mr.  John  Rue  were  not  come  to  theic 
charge  in  New  Aberdeen  out  of  Dunotter ;  yet  Dr.  Guild  and 
Mr.  Robert  Downie  supplied  their  place,  Sundav  and  week-day. 

This  samen  Sunday,  Charles  Gordon,  now  called  lord  Charles^ 
with  his  pedagogue,  Mr.  Thomas  Johnston,  were  transported 
frae  the  Oldtown  schools  to  the  place  of  Lesmoir,  in  the  time  of 
thir  troubles,  lest  he  should  be  taken,  as  the  lord  Graham  was 
taken  frae  the  schools  in  Montrose,  as  ye  have  heard* 

Montrose  staid  at  Fettercairn,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
upon  Monday  the  25th  of  March,  marched  therefrae  to  Brechin 
with  his  foot  army,  and  directs  his  troopers  to  the  town  of  Mon* 
trose,  with  charge  to  take  their  entertainment,  but  no  more*. 
They  took  the  samen,  and  wine  enough,  but  did  no  more  harm 
to  the  town. 

The  town's  people  of  Brechin  hid  their  goods  in  the  castle 
thereof  and  kirk  steeples,  and  fled  themselves,  which  flight  en-^. 
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raged  the  soldiem ;  they  found  their  goods,  phmderedthe  castle 
and  haill  town,  and  burnt  about  sixty  houses. 

From  Brechin  he  marched,  upon  the  —  day  of  March,  with 
his  troopers  in  a  body,  through  Angus,  where  he  raised  some 
fire  also.  Lieutenant-major  Baillie  being  in  the  fields  near  by, 
having  four  foot  regiments  and  two  regiments  of  horse;  to  whom 
also  came  the  lord  Loudon,  high  chancellor,  his  regiment,  with 
the  earl  of  Lothian's  rc^ment  also,  both  foot  r^ments;  besides 
great  forces  were  coming,  sic  as  one  thousand  five  hundred  red 
coats  out  of  Ireland,  and  some  other  regiments,  yet  there  was 
but  six  hundred  red  coats. 

Ye  have  before,  that  our  Scots  parliament  was  up  and  rose 
upon  the  20th  day  of  February*  They  did  not  adjourn  the 
samen  to  any  certain  day,  but  established  their  constant  com- 
mittee of  parliament,  to  sit  upon  the  country  aiGiirs. 

Montrose  is  informed  of  lieutenant-major  Baillie's  forces  and 
mighty  preparation,  yet  could  not  dismay  him  ;'  but  frae  Bre- 
chin he  marches  through  Angus  in  his  sight,  and  his  forces, 
without  stroke  of  sword  or  push  of  pike ;  he  having  then  in  ser- 
vice four  foot  regiments,  and  the  lord  Balcarras  and  sir  James 
Hacket's  two  horse  regiments;  whereas  Montrose  was  not  so 
many  in  his  service,  not  passing  three  thousand,  foot,  horse,  and 
dragooners.  Baillie  comes  frae  Perth  to  meet  Montrose,  at  or 
about  Brechin.  Montrose  marches  in  his  sight  to  the  water  of 
Tay;  he  keeps  the  one  side,  Baillie  follows  and  keeps  the  other 
side  of  this  river,  within  musket-shot  to  others. 

There  was  some  skirmishing  betwixt  their  scout  watches  daily, 
but  none  offering  battle  to  others,  whereat  many  marvelled.  The 
country  was  also  holden  under  continual  fear,  none  knowing 
whom  to  follow,  and  gladly  would  have  discussed  by  a  battle 
betwixt  them.  But  howsoever  it  was,  Baillie  durst  not  go  on 
but  according  to  order,  who  had  some  noblemen  on  his  council 
of  war  still  with  him,  sic  as  the  earl  of  Crawford,  sometime 
called  lord  Lindsay,  the  earl  of  Cassilis,  the  lord  Balmerinocb, 
the  lord  Kircudbright,  and  some  others,  without  whose  advice  he 
could  do  nothing. 

As  Montrose  is  in  Angus,  the  viscount  of  Frendraught,  the 
lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  Forbes,  with  their  friends  and  fol- 
lowers, leave  their  houses,  come  to  the  fields,  and  begin  to  op- 
press whom  they  could  overtake ;  and  first  they  meddle  upon 
the  highway  with  Hugh  Gordon,  son  to  George  Gordon  of  Coc- 
larachie;  they  took  Hector  Abercromby  of  Fetternear,  and 
William  Fraser  of  Craigston,  and  wards  them  both  in  the  place 
of  Frendraught.  They  warded  also  the  third  in  Muchalls,  but 
they  set  him  shortly  at  liberty,  and  Fetternear  was  also  put  to 
liberty. 

Thir  people,  with  Craigievar,  were  great  Covenanters,  and 
deadly  enemies  to  the  house  of  Huntly ;  the  marquis  being  still 
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in  Strathnaver  all  this  while.  They  rode  alee^  to  the  place  of 
Lethentie,  Beeking  for  the  earl  of  Airly,  who  they  know  wdl 
enoagh  was  in  Strathboggie.  They  gat  no  entrance  there,  noc 
did  no  skaith  at  this  time,  but  hereafter  it  was  plundered,  as  ye 
shall  hear. 

•  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  month  of  March  was  very  t>ut« 
rageous,  high,  and  windy,  whereof  the  like  was  seldom  seen 
here. 

.  Ye  heard  before  of  Montrose's  march  and  lieutenant-major 
Baillie's  continual  following  of  him,  and  how  the  coantry  was 
kept  under  daily  fear,  both  of  the  one  army  and  of  the  other, 
as  they  are  dallying  this  wise  in  other's  sight,  about  four  or  fiye 
days  time.  MontA>se  marches  to  KiUiemuir  and  the  hills,  and 
Baillie  to  Perth.  In  the  meantime,  the  lord  Gordon  and  gene* 
raUmajor  McDonald  gets  order  to  storm  Dandee;  who,  upon 
Friday  the  4th  of  April,  came  there  with  two  hundred  horse 
and  aboat  eight  hundred  foot,  whereof  the  most  part  were 
Irishes,  and  Montrose  followed  with  the  hoill  army  that  samen 
day,  and  encamped  at  Dundee-Law,  hard  beside.  They  enter 
the  town  courageously ;  the  town's  men  defend  as  well  as  they 
could.  Their  cannon,  planted  on  the  causey  for  defence  of  the 
ports,  were  shot,  but  did  no  skaith,  for  they  entered  the  town  by 
the  ports  four  several  ways.  They  burnt  up  the  Bonnet-hill  &!•« 
most  altogether,  and  fired  sundry  other  houses  within  the 
town.  As  they  are  busy  at  this  work,  major  Bmllie  gets  word, 
and,  with  Balcarras  and  Racket's  regiments,  came  with  all  speed 
to  rescue  Dundee,  having  his  foot  army  coming  after  as  fast  as 
they  could  from  St.  Johnstown.  The  lord  Gordon  hearing  of 
their  coming,  receives  orders  frae  Montrose,  lying  hard  by,  to 
sound  the  retreat,  and  to  return  to  the  camp,  whilk  he  did,  even 
when  the  town  was  at  the  rendering.  However,  Montrose  be- 
pus  in  a  ful|  l>ody  to  march  about  six  hours  at  even.  Baillie  and 
Hurry  b^e  while  their  foot  came,  and  with  all  diligence  in  a 
body  follows,  and  overtakes  Montrose  marching  to  the  braes,  for 
it  wpi  about  six  hours  before  Baillie's  foot  army  could  win  to 
I>ADdee.  It  is  said,  major  Hurry  would  fain  have  yoked  with 
Montrose,  but  Baillie  expressly  countermanded  him;  so  they 
part  the  one  army  frae  the  other,  through  mirkness  of  the  night ; 
Montrose  to  KilUemuir,  and  Baillie  to  Forfar,  without  blood  or 
slaughter,  but  there  were  some  slain  at  Dundee  at  the  storming 
thereof. 

Baillie  leaves  following  of  Montrose,  and  frae  Forfar  goes  to 
Brechin.  Upon  the  mom,  the  earl  Mkrischall,  the  viscount  of 
Frendraught,  the  lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  Forbes,  the  lairds 
of  Boyn,  Echt,  Craigievar,  Lesly,  and  diverse  others  oppressed 
Covenanters,  meet  him  at  Brechin,  and  held  their  committees 
there. 

Creneral-major  Hurry  here  received  orders  to  come  to  Aber- 
deen, with  the  lord  Loudon  and  earl  of  Lothian's  foot  regiments^ 
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consistilDg  of  aboat  one  tboasand  brave  goId]er%  commanderB 
and  all,  and  sir  James  Hacket's  regiment  of  about  two  hondred 
and  fifty  horse,  the  nobles  and  barons  to  come  with  him^  who 
are  above  mentioned,  and  Baillie  to  go  back  to  St.  Johnstown. 

Upon  the  last  of  March,  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  with  his  wife^ 
and  Mr.  John  Rue,  with  Mr.  William  Dooglas,  came  to  Aber- 
deen firae  Dunotter.  Mr.  William  Robertson,  Patrick  Lesly, 
and  the  rest,  came  to  the  town,  upon  the  mom,  being  Tuesday, 
and  1st  of  April,  and  an  ordinary  presbytery  day  of  Aberdeen, 
where  it  was  told  to  the  brethren,  that  the  committee  of  the  kirk 
had  appointed  a  bst  for  diverse  great  causes,  to  be  kept  through 
all  Scotland,  and  that  it  was  done  in  the  south,  and  omitted 
here  by  reason  of  thir  troubles.  Therefore  it  was  appointed  to 
be  kept  upon  the  Pasch-^y  next,  the  6th  of  April,  within  this 
presbytery,  and  through  the  rest  of  the  kirks  as  soon  as  might 
be.  Some  marvelled  at  the  appointing  of  this  fast  upon  Sunday 
next,  and  on  good  Pasch-day,  whilk  was  kept  before  in  praising 
Grod  with  mvth  and  merrinesa  for  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  now  turned  over  into  fasting  and  mourning  by  our 
kirk. 

The  conunon  people  grudged  with  thir  new-come  orders.  It 
was  straitly  kept  here  frae  eight  hours  in  the  morning  while  twa 
afternoon,  for  the  forenoon's  sermon ;  and  as  long  an  afternoon's 
sermon.  No  meat  durst  be  made  ready;  searchers  sought  the 
town's  houses  and  kitchens  for  the  samen.  Thus  is  the  people 
vexed  with  thir  extraordinary  fasts  and  thanksgivings,  upon  the 
Sabbath-day,  appointed  by  Grod  for  a  day  of  rest,  seeing  their 
bodies  are  vexed  with  labour  on  the  work  days,  through  the  pre* 
posterous  zeal  of  our  ministry. 

Mr.  William  Strachan,  on  this  day  of  humiliation,  cried  out 
against  Montrose  and  his  army,  calling  them  bloody  butchers, 
traitors,  perfidious,  and  of  the  hellish  crew,  with  many  other 
speeches,  unmeet  to  be  uttered  by  a  minister  from  the  chair  of 
verity.  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  with  Mr.  John  Rue,  and  Mr.  Wil« 
liam  Robertson,  were  as  malicious,  and  fully  worse  against 
them  in  their  pulpits ;  and  Cant  was  heard  to  rail  agmust  the 
king's  own  commission  granted  to  Montrose,  and  spared  not  to 
call  him  and  his  army  murderers,  bloody  butchers,  rebels,  and 
excommunicated  traitors ;  whereat  some  of  the  well-disposed  au- 
ditors did  tremble,  wondering  at  the  railing  of  the  ministry  al- 
most every  where,  wicked  counsellors,  and  evil  instruments  frae 
the  beginning  of  thir  troubles,  but  no  repentance  for  the  molher- 
sin,  which  was  riving  of  the  king^s  pren^tive  frae  him,  and  Ids 
rents  and  living  within  this  kingdom,  which  has  bred  this  mis- 
ery, God's  wrath,  pest,  and  sword  ! 

Ye  heard  before  of  Montrose's  march  to  Kalliemuir ;  and  un- 
derstanding some  enemies  were  risen,  and  growing  to  an  head  in 
thir  parts,  sic  as  Frendraught,  the  Frasers,  Forbesses,  and  their 
kin  and  friends,  x  chiefly  against  the  house  of  Huntly,  their 
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friends  and  foUowerB;  therefore  most  wisely  he  cBrects  fSrom 
Killiemuir  the  lord  Gordon's  brother,  Lewis,  or  lord  Lewis, 
with  the  horsemen  which  he  brought  with  him  (being  about  an 
hundred  and  sixty)  his  footmen  being  sent  before,  as  ye  have 
heard,  to  go  home  and  defend  his  country  and  friends. 

In  the  meantime,  the  earl  Marischall,  the  viscount  of  Fren- 
draught,  the  lord  Eraser,  the  master  of  Forbes,  the  lairds  of 
Boyn,  Ludquham,  Crd^evar,  Echt,  Lesly,  Kermuck,  and  di- 
verse others  barons,  grow  to  an  head,  Una  comes  to  Aberdeen 
upon  Monday  the  7th  of  April,  to  hold  their  committees,  for  up-  ' 
taking  of  the  excise,  and  laying  more  grievous  burdens  upon  the 
king's  subjects;  but  they  were  by  God's  providence  interrupted 
at  this  time;  for  the  lord  Gordon  came  frae  Killiemuir,  and 
crosses  Dee  at  the  mill  of  Dinnety,  upon  the  8th  of  April.  Ma^ 
rischall  is  informed  of  an  army  coming  that  gate ;  the  samen 
8th  of  April,  goes  to  council  and  dissolves  the  committee,  he  to 
Dunotter,  and  ilk  ane  a  sundry  gate ;  whereat  many  marvelled, 
and  some  were  blyth. 

The  lord  Gordon  comes  to  Strathboggie ;  but  before  his  com- 
ing, John  Gordon  of  Buckie,  an  old  aged  man,  took  in  his 
chief's  place  of  the  Bog,  makes  James  Gordon,  of  the  fitmily  of 
Lichiestown,  ane  renowned  soldier,  captain  thereof,  who  man- 
ed  and  provided  the  house,  and  kept  the  samen  stoutly.  He 
drew  the  haill  boats  and  cobles  of  opey,  that  none  should  get 
passage  frae  the  north.  He  set  out  nightly  an  hundred  men  in 
watch,  being  under  fear  of  the  Murray  men  and  regiments  lying 
at  Inverness. 

This  samen  Tuesday,  and  8th  of  April,  appointed  for  holding 
of  the  committee,  our  presbytery  sat  down  in  New  Aberdeen, 
where  there  was  produced  a  number  of  printed  papers  for  uptak- 
ing  of  the  excise,  and  ilk  minister  to  have  one  here,  and  the 
haill  province  to  intimate,  upon  a  Sabbath-day,  before  his  pa- 
rishioners, to  the  effect  that  they  should  thereafter  get  payment ; 
but  the  brethren  hearing  of  the  lords  going  from  the  committee, 
dissolves  their  presbytery  suddenly  without  more  ado. 

Ye  hear  before  how  major  Hurry  received  orders  at  Brechin 
to  come  here,  and  lieutenant-major  Baillie  to  return  to  Perth, 
back  again ;  conform  thereto,  upon  the  1 1th  of  April  he  came 
to  Aberdeen,  with  his  two  foot  regiments,  and  a  horse  regiment ; 
he  was  convoyed  with  the  nobles  and  barons  also  frae  Brechin, 
except  Marischall,  who  went  to  Dunotter.  Hurry  caused  quar- 
ter his  troopers  about  Torry,  and  his  foot  regiments  this  night 
in  New  Aberdeen. 

Upon  the  mom,  the  troopers  were  quartered  in  Old  Aberdeen, 
captains,  officers,  and  all ;  they  plundered  about  the  town  meat 
for  their  horses  within  three  miles  thereof,  and  paid  for  their 
own  meat.  Hurry  causes  stnutly  watch  the  town  of  Aberdeen, 
bridges  of  Dee  and  Don  nightly,  and  the  Qldtown  also. 
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'  Friday,  being  the  1 1th  of  April,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and 
Monday,  they  stay,  as. is  formerly  set  down. 

Upon  Tuesday  the  15th  of  April,  Hurry  intends  to  march 
from  both  Aberdeens ;  draws  out  the  lord  Loudon's  regiment 
first  out  of  the  town  (he  being  chancellor  of  Scotland),  the 
troopers  march  frae  the  Oldtown.  As  they  are  going  into  the 
town,  the  Lothian  regiment  raised  a  mutiny  against  their  com- 
manders, and  went  to  arms,  kept  the  town,  closed  the  ports, 
and  would  not  suffer  any  of  Loudon's  regiment,  lying  without 
the  ports,  mor  their  commanders  or  captains  to  take  order  with 
them,  nor  suiBer  trooper  nor  Loudon's  regiment  to  enter  within 
the  town*  Tlie  cause  of  this  mutiny  was  for  want  of  cloathing 
and  pay,  promised  to  be  given  them  at  Aberdeen,  whilk  the 
other  regiment  and  troopera  had  truly  gotten,  as  was  true,  and 
they  only  wanting,  whilk  carried  some  reason  with  it ;  nor  fur- 
ther would  they  march  while  they  were  compleatly  paid  of  all 
their  dues.  Major  Hurry  nor  none  of  the  commanders  might 
not  mend  themselves,  but  take  patience  per  force ;  and  they  take 
this  course,  that  the  lord  Loudon's  r^ment  and  troopers,  who 
could  not  get  entry  into  the  town,  should  march  back  to  Old 
Aberdeeen  that  night  upon  their  own  charges,  and  to  get  nothing 
but  house-room,  fire,  candle,  and  beds,  where  they  could  be 
had. 

This  poor  town  was  pitifully  distressed  in  providing  their 
lodgings,  but  mickle  more  to  furnish  them  meat,  scarce  gettable 
for  money.  The  troopers  sought  meat  through  the  country  for 
their  horses  and  themselves.  Thus  they  lay  in  both  Aberdeens, 
while  Hurry  sent  to  the  estates  for  money  and  cloathing.  Like- 
as,  upon  Thursday  the  17th  of  April,  a  bark  came  to  Aberdeen 
with  thir  commodities,  wherein  Hurrjr's  wife  came  also ;  he  di- 
rected her  back  again  by  land,  and  caused  shortly  cloath  his 
soldiers,  and  pay  their  dues;  and  after  they  had  stayed  frae 
Friday  the  11th  of  April  upon  their  expences,  which  was  rea- 
sonably well  paid,  upon  Saturday  the  19th  of  April,  they  march- 
ed altogether  in  a  body  from  Aberdeen,  towards  Kintore  and 
Inverurie ;  from  that  to  Rayne,  carrying  in  their  company  two 
field-pieces.  They  plundered  the  lands  of  Newton  and  HarthiU 
(for  the  l^rds  were  in  Montrose's  service) ;  from  that  they  go  to 
Strathboggie  and  Enzie,  as  ye  shall  hear. 

Upon  the  foresaid  15th  of  April,  and  third  Tuesday  thereof, 
our  provincial  assembly  sat  down  in  New  Aberdeen,  and  at  their 
down-sitting  they  hear  of  the  mutiny  amongst  the  soldiers  fore- 
said. The  earl  Marischall  came  frae  Dunotter  to  this  assembly, 
stayed  not,  but  returned  back  upon  the  mom,  being  Wednes- 
day. Mr.  William  Strachan,  minister  at  Old  Aberdeen,  is 
chosen  moderator  for  the  afiairs  concerning  the  provincial  as- 
sembly, to  the  next  assembly,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Cant  is  modera- 
tor for  the  presbytery  of  Abei*deen.     Mr.  David  Lindsay,  parson 
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of  Bdhelvie,  is'  disjoined  from  this  presbytery  to  the  presbytery 
of  EIlou.  -  Marvellous  to  see  sic  alterations  ! 

Upon  Sunday  the  13th  of  April,  before  sermon,  the  viscount 
of  Frendraught,  the  lord  Fraser,  the  master  of  Forbes,  the 
lairds  of  Boyn,  Echt,  Ludquharn,  and  diverse  others,  who 
came  in  with  Hurry  to  Aberdeen,  rode  from  the  town ;  some 
thought  to  meet  him  at  Strathboggie. 

Word  came  here,  that  upon  Friday  the  11th  of  April,  by  com- 
mand of  the  estates,  the  lord  Gordon's  arms,  the  laird  of  Del- 
gaty's  arms,  and  the  goodman  of  Coxtown's  arms,  were  also  riven 
at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh ;  themselves  declared  traitors  to  their 
country,  and  their  lands  forfeited,  for  following  the  king. 

Ye  heard  before  how  the  place  of  Lethentie  was  pursued,  yet 
gat  no  entrance;  thereafter,  about  this  samen  time,  sir  William 
Forbes  of  Craigievar,  with  his  assisters,  came,  took  in  the 
house,  put  the  lady  to  the  yett  (her  husband  being  absent), 
plundered  the  ground,  and  sent  the  corns  to  his  own  lands  of 
Fintray  to  sow,  because  there  was  none  left  unplundered  or  burnt, 
as  ye  have  before. 

Upon  Sunday  the  20th  of  April,  our  minister  read  out  a  pa-* 
per,  as  was  done  at  other  churches,  warning  the  shire  of  Aber- 
deen, for  Hurry's  service,  to  furnish  out  six  hundred  dragooners, 
man  and  horse,  and  to  have  their  rendezvouz  at  Aberdeen  the 
29th  of  April.  The  time  was  short,  yet  <^harged  under  great 
pains ;  but  none  kept  or  gave  obedience^  for  the  country  lay 
groaning  under  thir  heavy  burdens. 

Ye  heard  how  Montrose  went  to  Killiemuir*  It  is  said,  he 
directed  McDonald  north  into  Birse,  Cromar,  and  Glentanner, 
and  l^unsclf  V^^  south  towards  Dunkeld;  but  in  effect  we  had 
no  certainty  where  he  went,  he  was  so  obscure ;  and  Baillie  lay 
still  at  St.  Johnstown  with  his  forces. 

It  is  said,  that  Forbes  of  Skellater,  a  strong  gentleman,  agreed 
with  the  lord  Gordon  for  taking  of  some  nolt  and  sheep  from 
his  friends,  as  ye  have  heard;  and,  at  his  command,  past  tp 
McDonald  with  two  hundred  soldiers,  and  they  march  to  Coupar 
in  Angus,  pertaining  to  the  lord  Coupar,  the  lord  Balmerinoch's 
brother,  whilk  he  fired,  and  slew  Mr.  Patrick  Lindsay,  mini* 
ster  at  Coupar,  and  some  others,  syne  routed  the  lord  Balcarras' 
troopers  lying  near  by,  killed  some,  and  took  their  horses  and 
arms;  syne  took  to  the  hills. 

Upon  Wednesday  the  23d  of  April,  the  earl  Marischall,  with 
the  lairds  of  Tolquhon,  Watertoun,  Kermuck,  and  diverse 
others,  held  a  committee  at  Aberdeen,  syne  returned  back  again 
that  samen  night  to  Dunotter. 

The  samen  Wednesday  and  2dd  of  April,  there  is  taken  with-» 
in  the  Forth,  seven  Scots  merchant-ships,  well  loadned  with 
goods,  and  one  of  the  king's  ships,  now  called  a  parliament-ship, 
by  some  frigates,  whether  English,  Irish,  or  Dunkirkers,  is  un- 
certain.    James  Nicolson,  white-fisher  in  Fouttic,  was  taken  at 
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his  lines  by  one  of  thir  frigates,  but  did  him  liUU  skaith  aor  Iiis 
boat;  they  had  him  with  them,  bat  suffered  the  boat  to  go 
home.  They  landed  him  at  the  Bowness,  and  he  by  land  re- 
turned  to  his  own  house ;  he  could  tell  nothing,  but  that  thia 
frigate  was  a  man-of-war,  but  to  whom  she  belonged  he  csould 
not  tell.  Thereafter,  out  of  Forth  there  was  Ukon  four  other 
merchant-ships,  richly  loadned,  whereof  captain  Seaton's  ahip^ 
now  gone  to  sea,  was  one.  Thus  is  Scotland  wrecked  both  by 
sea  and  land. 

Upon  Friday  the  25th  of  April,  sir  William  Forbes  of  Craigie- 
var,  at  his  own  hand,  takes  in  the  place  of  Kemnay,  frae  the 
widow  lady  thereof,  plants  some  soldiers  therein,  being  stanked 
about,  and  of  good  defence ;  he  plundered  corns  and  victuals  for 
their  maintenance  firae  the  laird  of  Kincraigie,  syne  took  bis 
best  saddle  horses,  and  plundered  the  country  about  for  the 
samen  cause,  sic  as  Newtown  and  Harthill ;  he  plundered  frae 
them  about  an  hundred  and  sixty  oxen,  and  drove  them  to  Fi£^ 
and  sold  them ;  he  took  also  George  Gordon  of  Rhynie. 

Ye  heard  of  Montrose^s  being  at  Dunkeld ;  he  returns  north ; 
and  beyond  Dee  there  comes  to  him  the  lord  Gordon,  out  of 
Auchindown,  McDonald  and  his  company ;  siclike,  there  came 
to  him  the  lord  Aboyn,  the  master  of  Napier,  the  laird  of  Del- 
gaty,  the  laird  of  Keir,  younger  ;  who,  with  the  earl  of  Niths* 
dale  and  lord  Herress,  had  broken  out  of  Carlisle,  with  about 
twentv-eight  horse,  through  David  Lesly's  army  desperately^  yet 
happily  safe  and  sound.     This  Aboyn,    Napier,  Delgaty,  and 
Keir,  came  in  to  Montrose  beyond  Dee,  who  were  all  joyful 
for  one  another.     They  began  to  march  cross  the  river  Dee  at 
the  mill  of  Crathie,  and  hastes  the  lord  Aboyn  to  Aberdeen  for 
powder,  and  they  to  bide  his  return  at  Skene.     He  comes  down 
Deesade  upon  Thursday  the  1st  of  May,  and  with  about  forty 
horse  eame  to  Aberdeen,  sets  watches,  goes  to  two  ships  lying 
in  the  harbour,  plunders  about  twenty  barrels  or  kinkens  of 
powder,    stayed  no   longer,    but  past  shortly  to  the  camp   at 
Skene  the  samen  night,  who  were  very  glad  of  his  coming  with 
the  powder,  being  very  scant  thereof;  he  did  no  more  sksuth; 
yet  Mr.  Andrew  Cant,  Mr.  John  Rue,  and  some  Covenanters, 
fled  like  foxes.     Thir  barks  were   but  new  come  home  from 
Flanders. 

Mr.  William  Chalmers,  minister  at  Skene,  and  Mr.  William 
Davidson^s  houses  were  plundered,  and  two  men  killed  by  the 
Irishes ;  but  no  wrong  was  done  to  the  lady  Marischall's  fiierent 
lands. 

Ye  heard  of  Hurry's  march  to  Strathboggie  and  the  Enzie. 
lie  raised  no  fire,  nor  did  any  wrong  to  the  stately  palaces  of 
Strathboggie  and  the  Bog,  and  marched  by  them  to  the  Enzie, 
and  encamped  at  the  Upper  and  Nether  Buckies,  where  the  earl 
of  Findlater  and  lord  Crighton,  the  laird  of  Boyo,  and  some 
others,  came  to  his  asduitance.     The  lord  Gordon,  at  Hurry's 
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camibg,  went  to  Anchindown,  Hfhere  he  stayed  while  be  went 
to  Montrose,  as  ye  have  heard,  because  he  had  no  order  to  give 
battle  to  Hurry,  who  all  this  time  is  plundering  the  pleasant 
country  of  the  Enzie.  He  made  up  four  hundred  dragooners  of 
the  countnr-horse,  and  made  meat  of  the  corns,  victuals,  nolt^ 
sheep,  and  ky ;  and,  as  was  said,  he  sent  to  Frendraught's  ten- 
ants, corns,  cattle,  and  other  goods,  to  help  their  losses.  He 
uras  estimate  to  one  thousand  foot,  two  hundred  troopers,  and 
four  hundred  dragooners,  by  and  attour  sic  country  help  as 
came  in  to  him.  He  camped  here  frae  the  20th  of  April,  that 
be  came  to  the  Enzie,  to  Friday  the  2d  of  May ;  and  hearing  of 
Montrose's  coming,  upon  Saturday  the  3d  of  May  he  marches 
over  Spey,  there  to  join  with  the  Murray  forces.  Montrose, 
lying  at  Skene,  on  Friday,  May  tlie  2d,  by  break  of  day,  marches 
in  a  full  body  to  Strathboggie ;  upon  the  morn  to  the  Bog ;  and 
upon  Monday  the  5th  of  Mny,  past  hastily  over  Spey  after  Hurrr* 
He  was  estimate  to  about  four  thousand  men,  horse  and  all; 
where  I  must  cease  a  little. 

Upon  Sunday  the  27th  of  April,  our  minister,  Mr.  William 
Strachan,  as  other  ministers  did,  made  a  speech  conform  to  the 
imprinted  papers  auent  the  uptaking  of  the  excise,  sent  from  th^ 
committee  of  the  estates,  the  particulars  whereof  ye  have  before^ 
first  by  committee,  thereafter  ratified  by  parliament,  dated  the 
29th  of  July,  1644,  and  last  of  January,  1645.  This  excise 
was  ordained  to  begin  the  10th  of  February,  and  to  endure  but 
for  an  year  thereafter ;  this  day  is  altered,  and  begins  the  1st  of 
August,  1644,  to  continue  to  the  1st  of  August,  1645. 

Many  degrees  were  made  for  uptaking  of  this  grievous  excise, 
sore  against  the  people's  will,  crying  with  many  maledictions 
against  the  samen ;  as  done  to  the  wreck  both  of  burrow  and 
land,  and  all  for  this,  to  make  up  monies  to  furnish  the  armies 
gone  into  England  out  of  this  kingdom,  for  reformation  and  de- 
feoce  of  religion ;  but  rather  more  truly  to  furnish  men  to  fight 
against  his  sacred  majesty,  seeing  he  had  most  graciouslv  coude«* 
scended  to  our  haill  heart's  desire,  both  in  church  and  policy, 
whilk  his  majesty  never  brake  in  one  jot ;  yet  we  woul^not  rest, 
but  raise  arms  to  the  wreck  of  our  country,  upon  no  true  reason, 
as  is  said  before.  Now,  as  the  people  looked  for  a  tyrannical 
uptaking  of  this  excise,  after  their  pulpit  intimations,  it  was 
crossed  by  the  incoming  of  Aboyn  to  Aberdeen,  as  ye  have  al«* 
ready  heard. 

Ye  heard  before  how  Craigievar  took  in  Kemnay.  He  alledg- 
ed,  he  had  warrant  frae  the  estates  to  take  in,  during  thir 
troubles,  the  strongest  houses,  and  fortify  the  samen ;  and  the 
soldiers  to  live  upon  the  rents  of  the  lands,  or  upon  the  conntrv 
where  there  was  no  rents  to  sustain  them.  Right  sua,  he  took 
in  the  place  of  Pitcaple,  and  fortified  the  samen,  but  Kemnay 
he  quitted  at  the  field  of  Alford,  and  ■  Abcrcromby,  younger 
of  Bu'ke^bog  manned  the  samen. 
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Upon  Taesday  the  29t1i'of  April,  there  was  six  several  pro* 
clatnations  made  at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  first  anent  the  selling 
of  the  haill  forfeited  persons'  lands  within  the  north,  but  there 
eould  be  found  no  buyers.  There  were  other  four  worthless 
{proclamations,  which,  of  purpos^e,  I  have  left  unwritten. 

Upon  Sunday  the  3d  of  May,  Baillie  goes  into  Athol,  and 
burns  and  destroys  that  pleasant  country.     This  is  not  the  first 
fire  the  Covenanters  raised  in  Scotland,  as  I  believe ;  and  as  the 
king  had  justly  given  commission  to  Montrose  to  raise  fire  and 
sword  against  his  rebels,  right  sua,  the  committee  of  estates  gave 
order  to  raise  fire  and  sword  upon  the  king's  loyal  subjects,  as 
was  done  by  the  marquis  (then  earl)  of  Argyll.     For,  firsts  he 
raised  fire  at  his  own  hand  upon  the  earl  of  Airly's  lands,  as  je 
have   heard ;  syne  burnt  the  lands  of  Keppach,  pertaining  to 
McDonald ;  and  siclike,  burnt  the  laigh  biggtng  ftbout  the  place 
of  Kellie,  as  ye  have  heard ;  syne  demolished  the  fair  passages  of 
the  house,  with  sundry  others,  virithout  warrant  or  authority  of 
our  sovereign  the  king.     Tlie  raising  of  this  fire  was  thought 
good  ser\dce  by  preachers  and  Covenanters,  done  for  reforma- 
tion of  religion  and  deience  thereof,  as  most  unjustly  they  al- 
ledged,  since  his  majesty  had  granted  all  our  desires  both  in  kirk 
and  policy,  as  is  well  seen  in  the  acts  of  parliament.     But  the 
king,  seeing  their  intentions  were  rather  against  royalty  than  for 
religion ;  and  withal  fearing  the  kingdom  would  be  bom  down 
with  blood,  murder,  fire,  sword,  plundering,  robbery,  and  op- 
pression, st^it,  taxations,  men  and  monies,  done  of  set  purpose 
against  hiitiself  and  his  good  subjects,  he,  for  repressing  of  diir 
abuses,  grants  a  commission  to  the  marquis  of  Montrose,  to  rise 
with  fire  and  sword  against  his  rebellious  subjects,  and  to  defend 
his  true  and  loyal  friends ;  but  the  preachers  and  Covenaaters 
railed  and  cried  out  against  his  majesty's  lawful  commission* 
Strange  to  see ! 

Baillie,  having  burnt  up  and  destroyed  tliis  fair  and  fertile 
country  of  Athol,  for  tlie  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  to  their  dread 
sovereign,  went  to  the  castle  of  Blair,  an  impregnable  strength, 
whereia«iiany  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Inverlochy,  and  haill 
wealth  of  Montrose's  army  were  kept ;  but  he  could  not  get  this 
house  taken  in ;  and,  after  the  burning  of  the  country,  he  plnn* 
dered  horse,  nolt,  and  sheep,  with  the  haill  goods  thereof,  for 
eutertaining  of  his  army;  syne  marches  frae  Athol  in  through 
the  fields  to  Killiemuir  and  Fettercairn ;  and,  upon  Saturday  the 
10th  of  May,  he  comes  and  camps  in  Birse,  still  plundering 
the  country  wherever  he  goes,  eating  the  green  growing  corns 
scarce  come  to  the  blade,  with  their  horses.  He  was  estimate 
about  two  thousand  foot  and  an  hundred  and  twenty  troop^s. 
Upon  Sunday  the  Uthof  May,  he  marches  to  Cromar,  and  camps 
betwixt  the  kirks  of  Coull  and  Tarland ;  he  burnt  the  house  of 
Dalpersie,  pertaining  to  — —  Gordon,  and  still  lay  plundering 
and  destroying  the  country,  abiding  the  coming  of  the  lord  Bal- 
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surras  with  his  horge  T^ment,  and  that  the  gentty  <»f  <he  land 
should  rise  and  assist  him ;  where  I  will  leave  him  for  a  while* 
'  Ye  heard  before  how  Hurry  went,  upon  the  8d  of  May,  oyer 
Spey*  Montrose  followed  him  over  npcm  the  5th  of  the  said 
month,  betwixt  whom  was  a  skirmish,  where  James  Gordon, 
son  to  Geoi^e  Gordon  of  Rhynie,  was  sore  hurt.  He  is  oon-» 
Toyed  to  the  Stmdders,  where  a  friend  of  his  own  dwelt,  to  ly 
while  he  should  be  cured,  and  had  a  gentleman  called  Gordon 
to  attend  him.  But  major  Sutherland  advertises  the  young  laird 
of  Innes,  that  he  was  lying  at  this  house,  who  rashly  and  unad^ 
visedly  sent  out  a  party,  viz.  captain  Smith,  Alexander  Douglas, 
John  DougfaiB,  and  John  Milne,  younger,  all  Elgin  men,  with 
some  others,  and  cruelly  they  murdered  this  young  gentleman, 
lyin^ore  wounded,  and  left  his  keeper  also  for  dead.  This  was 
Aought  an  odious  deed,  barbarous,  and  inhuman,  to  murder 
this  youth,  not  passing  eighteen  years  of  age,  which  was  well 
revenged  by  Montrose  at  Auldearn  and  bigging  of  Elgin,  as 
after  does  appear. 

Hurry  wan  nothing  at  this  skirmish,  but  marched  west,  re- 
moved the  laird  of  Lare's  regiment  and  Buchannan's  regiment 
out  of  Inverness,  except  so  many  as  should  keep  the  town, 
Hiere  came  also  of  country  people  in  to  him  the  earl  of  Suther- 
land, with  his  power;  the  earl  of  Seaforth  in  person,  with  his 
power ;  the  earl  of  Findlater  himself  was  there ;  the  lord  Lovat's 
power  was  there,  but  not  himself;  the  young  laird  of  Innes,  the 
Rosses,  Munros,  Dunbars,  the  lairds  of  Boyn  and  Birkenbog, 
and  many  others,  came  in  to  Horry,  who  was  now  estimate 
about  four  thousand  foot,  and  five  hundred  horse,  all  expert 
soldiers  and  resolute  gentlemen,  with  brave  commanders,  officers, 
and  captains. 

But  Seaforth  was  thought  to  be  a  perfidious  traitor,  who,  after 
he  was  deeply  sworn  by  Montrose  to  the  king's  service,  and 
upon  this  parole  had  gotten  liberty  to  /go  home,  whereas  Mon- 
trose might  have  kept  him  still  in  his  company;  yet  forgetting 
his  oath  before  God,  his  duty  towards  his  prince,  and  this  noble- 
man, his  majesty's  general,  he  lap  in  to  the  other  side,  as  ye 
have  heard  before,  where  he  also  gave  his  oath. 

Now  Hurry  is  busy  be- west  Auldearn,  drawing  to  an  head, 
and  Montrose  marches  forward  to  Auldearn,  about  three  thou- 
sand foot  and  horse,  where  he  encamps  commodiously ;  and  upon 
Friday  the  9th  of  May,  Hurry  comes  marching  for^'ard  to 
Auldearn,  where  Montrose  was  biding  him  in  good  order  and 
posture.  At  last  Montrose  gives  Hurry  an  hot  charge  upon  all 
quarters,  both  with  foot  and  horse ;  and  in  a  short  space  the 
chancellor's  re^pment,  called  Loudon's  regiment,  the  Lothian 
regiment,  Lare's  regiment,  and  Bnchannan's  r^ment,  (all  ex- 
pert and  singular  well-trained  soldiers  as  were  in  this  kingdom,) 
are  for  the  most  part  cut  ofl^  fighting  to  the  death  Valiantly. 
This  overthrow  was  attributed  to  one  crowner  or  major  Drum- 
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lotmi^  wlio  wheeled  about  naekilfolly  diroagli  his  own  foot,  and 
brake  their  ranks,  whereby  they  were  all  slain  by  the  enemy^ 
apd  for  wfaicby  by  a  oonneil  of  war  thereafter,  holden  at  Inver- 
aess,  be  was  shot  standing  on  his  feet,  bnt  not  at  a  post.  There 
was  reckoned  to  be  shtin  here  Bt  this  bloody  battle,  above  two 
thousand  men'  to  Hurry,  and  some  twenty-four  gentlemen  to 
Montrose,  and  some  few  Irishes  killed,  which  is  miraculonsy 
and  only  fougbten  with  God's  own  finger,  as  would  appear ;  so 
many  to  be  cut  down  on  the  one  side,  and  so  few  on  the  other  ; 
yet  no  thanks  was  given  to  Grod  for  this  great  victory.  It  is  to 
be  considered  that  Montrose's  captains  and  soldiers  wan  tliis 
victory  with  great  glory  ot  arms,  and  the  lord  Gh»rdon,  the  vis- 
count of  Aboyn,  and  their  name  and  followers,  fought  so  va- 
liantly, that  they  deserved  eternal  pnuse. 

Many  of  Hurry's  commanders  with  the  rest  were  killed  and 
taken  prisoners ;  of  whom  the  laird  of  Lares,  sir  John  Murray, 
and  sir  Gideon  Murray,  were  killed ;  ten  or  twelve  prisoners 

taken ;  of  whom  Lare's  brother,  called Campbell,  is  one  ; 

sixteen  colours  taken ;  with  their  haill  baggage  and  ammanition, 
and  much  money  and  riches  found.  The  horsemen  indeed  fled 
first,  and  left  the  foot  fighting  courageously  to  the  death ;  they 
posted  to  Inverness  who  were  well  horsed ;  others  were  killed  in 
their  fleeing.  Hurry,  Seaforth,  Sutherland,  Flndlater,  the  lairds 
of  Boyn,  Innes,  fiirkenbog,  and  the  rest,  wan  safely  away. 

After  this  great  victory,  Montrose  directs  to  burn  the  laird  of 
Calder's  (Campbell's)  lands  and  housesin  Nairn,  and  plundered 
his  haill  goods.  The  earl  of  Murray  being  in  England,  his 
ground  was  plundered ;  Kinsterrie  and  Lethen's  lands  plundered,, 
and  diverse  other  lands  in  the  country ;  and  upon  Sunday  the 
11th  of  May,  he  comes  to  Elgin,  to  his  supper.  He  sendis  out 
parties,  and  bums  Garmouth,  pertaining  to  the  laird  of  Innes, 
(and  plunders  the  Friary  of  Elgin,  but,  being  church  land,  would 
not  bum  the  samen,)  because  his  son  gave  orders  to  kill  James 
Gordon  of  Rhynie ;  Walter  Smith's  house,  John  Milne*s  house, 
Mr.  John  Douglas'  bouse  of  Murriestown,  Alexander  Douglas' 
house,  all  in  Elgin,  were  burnt,  because  some  of  themselves  and 
some  of  their  sons  were  at  the  killing  of  James  Gordon  foresaid ; 
and  siclike,  the  bigging  of  Spjrnie,  pertaining  in  heritage  to  the 
said  Alexander  Douglas,  was  burnt,  and  sundry  other  houses  in 
Elgin,  through  occasion  of  this  fire,  took  fire,  and  was  burnt ; 
sic  as  Robert  Gibson,  C^eorge  Donaldson,  and  George  Suther* 
land's  houses ;  the  houses  pertaining  to  Mr.  John  Hay  and  Mr. 
Qavin  Douglas  escaped  by  composition ;  the  Bishop's  Mill,  and 
Milltown,  pertaining  to  major  Sutherland's  wife  in  liferent,  was 
burnt,  for  being  airt  and  part  in  the  said  James  Gordon's  death ; 
the  laird  of  Pluscardine's  house  in  Elgin  was  plundered. 

This  done,  upon  Monday  the  12th  of  May,  Montrose  directs 
the  baggage,  arms,  ammunition,  and  all  the  goods  over  Spey  to 
the  Bog ;  and,  upon  Wednesday  thereafter,  himself  marches  to 
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the  said  place»  bat  stays  not  there,  but  goes  to  Birkenbog,  a 
main  Covenanter,  where  he  and  some  specialls  were  quartered. 
The  rest  of  his  army  he  directs  through  the  country  upon  quar- 
ters. He  sends  a  party,  and  burns  up  the  town  of  CuUeu, 
which  was  plundered  before;  and  sic  lands  of  Frendraught's  as 
were  left  unbumt  up  before  are  now  burnt  up.  There  waa 
some  soldiers  quartered  also  in  Bauif. 

Now  Leith  of  Harthill  came  frae  the  camp  to  the  Garioch, 
with  some  soldiers,  and  hearing  that  Craigievar  had  masterfully 
taken  George  Gordon  of  Rhynie  at  his  own  hand,  he  takes  John 
and  Alexander  Farquhars,  cousins  to  Craigievar,  and  keeps  them 
fast  in  Harthill,  while  the  said  George  Gordon  was  set  to  li- 
berty. Harthill  burns  the  town  and  lands  of  Tombeg,  occupied 
by  William  Forbes,  but  pertaining  in  heritage  to  the  laird  of 
Monymnsk,  because  the  said  William  Forbes  had  plundered 
some  money  frae  his  servant,  with  his  baggage-horse;  thereafter 
mans  and  fortifies  his  own  house  of  Harthill,  for  his. defence* 

Ye  have  before,  that  lieutenant-general  Baillie  waa  lying  in 
Cromar.  The  lord  Balcarras,  with  his  horse-regiment,  came 
there,  with  two  regiments  of  red  coats ;  but  for  all  the  thunder- 
ing out  of  pulpits  to  gar  the  country  rise  with  Baillie,  they  lay 
stul,  and  would  not  rise  and  follow  him.  In  the  meantime, 
Baillie  got  sure  advertisement  of  Hurry's  great  overthrow  at 
Auldearn,  and  therefore,  upon  Monday  the  19th  of  May,  he 
lifts  his  camp  out  of  Cromar,  and  with  all  haste  marches  to  the 
wood  of  Coclarachie,  within  two  miles  of  Strathbog^e* 

As  he  is  lying  there,  sir  John  Hurry  comes  frae  Inverness^ 
orosses  Spey,  goes  through  the  marquis  of  Montrose's  watches, 
saying  he  was  the  lord  Gordon's  man,  and  fairly  wan  away  past 
them  to  Frendraught,  and  therefrae  past  to  Coclarachie^  whejro 
Baillie  was  lying. 
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AsEBCORN,  Master  of,  marriea  Lady 
Jean  Gordon,  pagjB  IS. 

Aberdeen,  town  of,  prepares  to  resist 
the  CoTenanters,  76,  82;  is  fined 
40,000  roerks  for  standing  out  against 
the  Covenant,  lOS  ;  oppressed  by  the 
covenanting  army,  105,  117,  118, 
119;  fined  in  6000  merks,  132  ;  in 
600  roerks,  158;  assessed  in  7000 
merks  yearly,  to  pay  the  ministers* 
stipends,  276;  sends  ISO  soldiers  to 
the  army,  381;  fortified,  383;  the 
ProTost  and  Magistrates  taken  by 
Haddo,  &C.  carried  to  Strathboggie 
and  Aucbindown,  388  ;  gives  20,000 
pounds  to  prevent  being  plundered, 
422  ;  taken  by  Montrose,  and  plun- 
dered by  the  Irish  soldiers,  447  ;  list 
of  killed  in  this  battle,  449. 

Aboyne,  Viscount  of,  with  five  others, 
burnt  in  the  house  of  Frendraught,  6  ; 
forfeited  and  declared  a  traitor,  345. 

Aboyne,  Lord,  raises  forces  against  the 
Covenanters,  106 ;  disbands  them  and 
goes  to  the  King,  110;  returns  to 
Aberdeen,  123 ;  made  lieutenant  of 
the  north  during  his  father's  captivi- 
ty, 126 ;  raises  forces,  1S7 ;  plunders 
Hallforest  and  Fintray,  t&. ;  marches 
against  Earl  Marischal,  but  is  beat 
back,  128  ;  fortifies  the  bridge  of  Dee, 
which  is  taken  by  the  Covenanters, 
129  ;  goes  to  Berwick,  132. 

Airly,  Earl  of,  Iiis  houses  plundered,  179. 

Angus,  Earl  of,  marries  Lady  Mary 
Gordon,  12. 

Apparitions  seen,  323. 

Aigyle,  Marquis  of,  comes  to  Duonottar, 
402;  his  proclamation  as  General  of 
the   Arxnyi  411;  comes  to  Turriff, 


414 ;  to  CulloQ,  415 ;  to  Elgin,  416; 
lesTes  Aberdeen,  421 ;  comes  north 
with  an  army  against  Montrose,  451  ; 
marches  to  Strathboggie,  and  plun- 
ders it,  454  ;  comes  to  Bog  of  Gight» 
456  ;  his  progress,  457  ;  follows 
Montrose,  462;  defeated  at  lover- 
lochy,  471. 
Auldearn,  battle  of,  484. 

Banbury,  battle  of,  306. 

Band  between  the  Scots  and  English,  37. 

Banders,  their  meeting,  282;  ordered 
to  leave  Edinburgh,  294;  meet  at 
Peebles,  358. 

Banff,  laird  or,  his  house  and  lands  plun.* 
dered,  194, 197  ;  created  Lord  Banff, 
305. 

Banff,  town  of,  plundered,  397. 

Bishops  deposed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, 69. 

Bishop's  Palace  In  Old  Aberdeea  plun- 
dered, 117. 

Blind  Band,  379. 

Bon- Accord,  articles  of,  169. 

Brownists  come  to  Aberdeen,  303 ;  cen- 
sured, SOD,  317,  320,  322,  345. 

Cant,  Mr.  Andrew,  Minister  at  FiuUgo, 
translated  to  Newbottle,.  82  ;  and  to 
Aberdeen,  192;  bis  innovations  in 
religion,  290,  380 ;  bis  son  accused, 
348. 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of,  Scotch  Com- 
missioners* charge  against  him,  215, 

Carnwath,  Earl  of,  accused,  335 ;  goes 
to  the  King,  t6. 

Charles  I.  comes  to  Edinburgh,  14  }  his 
Coronation,  15 ;  holds  a  Parliament, 
17  ;  thirty-five  of  his  domefttica 
3  s 
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drowned,  19;  iMves  Edinburgh  and 
goes  to  England,  SO ;  his  letters  to 
the  Magistrates,  &c.  of  Aberdeen, 
54 ;  sends  down  articles  for  reforma- 
tioo,  57  ;  sends  a  fleet  to  the  Frith  of 
Forth,  109  ;  raises  an  army  and  comes 
to  Berwick,  123;  pacification  between 
him  and  the  Covenanters'  army,  136 ; 
disbanda  his  army,  ib. ;  goes  to  arms 

«     again,  197  ;  comes  to  York,  205 ;  to 

'  Edinburgh,  246;  his  speech  to  the 
Scottish  Parliament,  t6. ;  leaves  Edin- 

'     burgh,  259 ;  shut  out  of  Hull,  274; 

<  his  character,  277;  his  letter  to  the 
Council  of  Scotland,  283;  goes  to 
York,  288 ;  puts  a  garrison  into  New- 
castle, 291 ;  besieges  Hull,  but  raises 
the  siege,  296 ;  sets  up  his  standard 
at  Nottingham,  300 ;  emplojrs  papists 
in  his  army,  311;  his  letter  to  the 
Marquis  of  Huntly,  332  ;  to  the 
Council  of  Scothind,  349* 

Christmas*  or  Yool-day,  prohibited  to  be 
kept,  2p2,  261. 

dlnicbattali  rise  in  arms,  snd  plunder 
the  country^  £;  intercommuned,  and 
auch  as  harboured  them  punished,  4. 

Clangregor,  proceedings  against  them, 

'     300. 

Commissioners  sent  to  the  English  Par* 
liameot,  306. 

Committee  of  Estates,  resolve  to  make 
the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  ftc.  sub- 
scribe the  Covenant,  75. 

Common  Prayer  Book,  the  reading  of  it 
ifi  Edinburgh  disturbed  by  a  mob, 
42 ;  in  Brechin,  and  the  Bishop  forced 

•  to  flee^  44 ;  prodamation  for  using 
it,  46;  protested' against,  47;  des- 
troyed in  like  Channery  Kirk  of 
Ross,  attd  the  Bishop  flees,  ib, ;  pro- 
hibited by  his  Majesty's  proclamation, 
58,  61. 

Communion,  the  Presbyterian  method  of 
observing  it,  809,  350. 

Confession  of  Faith  aiid  Band  of  Main- 
tenance ratified  by  the  King,  and  or- 
dained to  be  signed,  58 ;  protested 
agaiMt  at  the  cross  of  Aberdeen,  63. 


Committee  at  Aberdeen  eeod  out  •  purcj 
to  plunder  Tlbbeitie,  &c.  382  ;  best 
back,i6. 

Convention  at  Edinburgh  eend  cosomis- 
sioners  to  the  King,  319;  his  an- 
swer, 330  ;  raise  an  army  to  go  to 
England,  346. 

Covenant  signed  at  Aberdeen,  51. 

Covenanters,  first  so  called,  48;  their 
commisrionen  come  to  Aberdeen,  SO  ; 
hold  a  committee  at  Ttarriir,  80  ; 
their  army  comes  to  Aberdeen«  91  ; 
tbeir  grounds  of  umbrage  against 
the  King,  290 ;  flee  from  Aberdeen, 
385  ;  and  fVora  the  county,  395 ; 
raise  an  army  against  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  399;  come  to  Aberdeen, 
405 ;  take  the  house  of  Kelly,  408 ; 
rendeavous  at  TurriflT,  414 ;  at  Aber- 
deen, 442. 

Crawford,  Earl  of,  imprisoned  and  for- 
feited, 464. 

Crighton,  brother  to  FVvndrsugbt,  killod, 
301. 

Dearth  of  rictuah,  318,  331.' 
Douglas,  William,  Minister  of  Forgue, 

chosen  Profossor  in  Dr.  Forbes'  place, 

358. 
Drum,  house  of,  taken,  173 ;  plunder- 

ed  by  the  Irish  soldiers,   406 ;  laird 

of,  apprehended  in  Caithness  425. 
Drunmond,  Lord,  married  to  Lady  Ann 

Gordon,  148. 
Dumbarton,  Osstle  of,  takeh  by  the  Co- 

venanters,  201. 
Dnnglass,  Castle  of,  blown  up,  with  80 

persons  in  it,  202. 
Darris  plimdered,  394. 

Edinburgh  Castle,  attacked  by  the  citt- 
sens,  160,  185;  surrendered,  204. 

Elpn,  Cathedral  of,  its  omamento  de- 
faced, 223. 

Elders  chosen,  their  duty,  438. 

English  Commissioners,  their  suppiies* 
tiott  to  the  General  Assembly,  389. 

Fsmily  Prayer  enjoined,  310« 
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Fnudiiyt  k«pt,  304,  3f  1,  397,  S34,  353, 
3^,  367,  384 ;  caaiM  of,  427,  454. 

FettcrnMr,  beiSM  of,  taken  and  datUroy- 
cd,  174. 

Fhh,  giwi  soiraitjr  of,  S89. 

Flaih  prohibited  to  bo  broogfat  to  market, 
979. 

Foibea,  William,  tramlated  from  Aber- 
deon,   and  made  Biriiop  of   Sdin- 

;     b«rfb,99. 

Forbes,  Dr.,  of  Corve,  deposed,  929; 
persists  in  refusing  to  subscribe  tbe 
Cofenaat,  990 ,  conference  between 
him  and  aome  psesbyterian  ministera, 
509 ;  goes  to  Holland,  379. 

Frendravght,  house  of,  burnt,  6;  laird 
of,  kills  Gordon  of  Rotbiemay,  5; 
his  grounds  plundered  by  the  Gor- 
dons, 83;  created  Lord  Crichton, 
305 ;  marries  Drum's  daughter,  811. 

iGniloway,  Bishop  of,  fines  —  Gordon 
for  iodocont  beha?iour,  41. 

General  Assembly  site  at  GUwgow,  65; 
at  St.  Andrevi*fb  ^97  ;  at  Edinburgh, 
338 ;  its  proceedings,  339,  &c. 

Gight,  laird  of,  quarrels  with  his  mother, 
and  assaults  the  house,  999 ;  hia  hooae 
plundered,  417. 

Gilderoy,  se?en  of  his  followers  hanged, 

36. 
Glasgow,  Lindsay,  Archbishop  of,  flees 

to  tbe  King,  151« 
Gordon,  John,  of  Haddo,  aoeuscd  of 
plundering  Lord  Fraser  and  Forbes 
of  Leslie's  grounds,  and  fined 
13,500  marks,  935* 
Gordon,  Sir  George,  of  Haddo,  accused 
of  tiie  murder  of  James  Stalker,  990.; 
goes  to  the  King,  994  ;  hurte  Baillie 
Jaflray  and  his  brother,  336  ;  is  fined 
90,000  merks,  343;  protests  against 
tbe  Corenant,  356 ;  intereommnned, 
361  ;  assigns  his  property  to  Gilbert 
Gordon,  «^ ;  order  issued  for  appre- 
hending him,  363;  his  hovie  of 
Kelly  attacked  by  the  Cofooanten^ 
367;  etcommnnicated,  398;  taken 
prisoner,  409;  sent  to  Edinburgh, 
412  ;  tried,  439 ;  eiecuted,  433, 434* 


Gordon  of  Duneanlie  and  hia  in*  mnr* 
dered  by  the  Highlander^  91.    . 

Gordon  of  TtlUefroskie  imprisoned  for 
Brownism,  345. 

Gregory,  John,  Minister  of  Dnunoak, 
fined  1000  merks  flbr  not  snbtctibing 
theCovenMit,  173. 

Guild,  Dr.  William,  choeen  Principal  of 
King's  College  in  room  of  the  depoeed 
Dr.  Lcsly,  196;  causes  the  walls  oT 
the  Snow  Kirk  to  be  pbllod  down, 
909 ;  demolishes  the  Ksbop's  pabce, 
289,  309,  904,  364, 440,  465.     . 

Haddington,  Earl  of,  marries  Lady  Jean 
Gordon,  151 ;  blown  Up  ill  the  Ci^ 
tie  of  Dnnglass,  909. 

Hamilton,  Marquis  of,  created  a  Duke, 
358. 

Huntly,  Marquis  of,  accused  by  Rnnd- 
draught  of  sending  the  Gnrdons  to 
plunder  his  grounds,  SS ;  li  obljged 
to  go  to  Edinburgh,  and  is  imprison- 
Od,  35 ;  released,  37 ;  dies  in  1636, 96. 
,  George  Marquis  of,  comes  from 
France  to  Soothmd,  3$;  his  ia^ 
dies,  50;  raises  forces  to  disperw 
tlie  Cofensnters*  committee  at  Tur- 
riff; 79 ;  receires  armslrom  the  Kin^ 
84;  his  proclamation  as  lieutenant, 
85 ;  disbands  his  army,  88 ;  is  had  to 
Edinburgh  by  the  Covenanters,  102; 
imprisoned  in  the  Castle,  106  ;  bis 
reply  to  certain  noblemen,  108;  set 
at  liberty.  135;  bis  lands  of  Siradi. 
boggie  plundered,  194. 

,  Dowager  Lady ,  dbliged  to  leaTe 
Scotland  on  account  of  her  religion, 
and  go  to  France,  940  ;  dies  in 
Prance,  309. 

Irrine,  Alexander,  of  Kingcausie,  shot  by 
William  Forbes,  439. 

Kemnay ,  hooae  of,  plundered,  397. 

League  and  Cotcnant  sworn  in  Bkigland, 

353 ;  in  Old  Aberdeen,  355. 
Leiib,  George,  killed  by  his  fither-in- 
law,  337. 
3s  2 
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Le»1y»  Felt  Manhall,  comes  from  Ger* 
many,  74 ;  commands  the  Co?enatt- 
ten*  army,  90;  marches  to  Dunse, 
197  ;  passes  Newbum  Ford  and 
takes  Newcastle,  SOI ;  created  Earl 
of  Leren,  S58. 

Lesly,  General,  gets  the  command  of  the 
Scotch  army,  347 ;  marches  into 
England,  362. 

Letter  from  the  Governor  and  Gentry  of 
Newcastle  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Scotch  army,  369;  from  the 
English  Peers  to  the  same,  372. 

Marischal  College,  east  quarter  of  it 
burnt,  145. 

Marischal,  Earl  of,  causes  Aberdeen  sub- 
scribe the  Covenant,  156;  holds  a 
committee  at  Aberdeen,  350. 

Mayor  of  London  imprisoned  and  d^ 
posed  for  publishing  the  King's  pro- 
clamation, 291. 

Meldnim,  John,  tried  for  the  fire  at 
Frendnught,  and  eiecuted,  20. 

Menxies,  Sir  Gilbert,  of  Pitfoddels, 
shoots  Foibes  of  Lesly  in  the  leg, 
310;  goes  to  France,  364. 

Mitchell,  Thomas,  Parson  of  Turriff,  ac- 
cused of  fornication,  275 ;  acquitted, 
288,  308. 

Monster  seen  in  Don,  33. 

Monster,  an  Italian  one,  comes  to  Aber- 
deen, 272. 

Montrose,  Marquis  of,  comes  to  Aber- 
deen as  Commissioner  for  the  Cove- 
nanters, 50 ;  comes  to  Aberdeen  as 
General  of  the  Covenanters,  117; 
joins  Earl  Marischal,  129;  quarrels 
with  Argyle,  236 ;  confined  in  Edin- 
burgh Castle,  240;  writes  to  the 
King,  256 ;  is  set  at  liberty,  259 ; 
rides  to  the  King,  but  prohibited 
from  his  presence,  279 ;  is  made  Lieu- 
tenant-General  of  Scotland,  430; 
lands  forces  in  Ardnarourchan,  under 
McDonald,  i6. ;  embarks  them,  and 
lands  in  Skye,  431  ;  joins  M*  Donald 
in  Athol,  443 ;  defeats  the  Covenan- 
ters at  Tibbermuir,  444;  takes  and 


plunders  St  Johnston  (Perdi),  A.  $ 
marches  through  the  Mcams,  and 
passes  Dee,  445;  defeats  the  Cove- 
nanters  at  Aberdeen,  447;  marches 
north,  plundering  the  country,  448  ; 
comes  to  Speyside,  and  encamps  at 
the  wood  of  Abernethy,  455 ;  marrfaes 
through  Athol  into  Angus,  457; 
and  through  Meams  to  SCrathboggic^ 
459 ;  his  progress,  ib, ;  plunders  the 
county  of  Argyle,  and  marches  north 
again  through  Badenoch,  470;  de- 
feats Argyle  at  Inverlodiy,  471  ; 
plunders  the  Covenanters  in  Moray. 
473;  plunders  CuUen  and  Banff; 
477  ;  comes  to  Durris,  481 ;  boms 
the  town  of  Stonehaven,  482 ;  marches 
through  Angus,  and  assaults  the 
town  of  Dundee,  485 ;  railed  at  from 
the  pulpit,  486 ;  defeato  the  Core- 
nanters  at  Auldearn,  492 ;  plunders 
their  houses  and  lands  in  Moray,  493. 

Nithsdale,  Eatl  of,  forfeited  and  declar- 
ed a  traitor,  345. 

Oldtown  Church  visited,  291 ;  ornaments 
of  the  high  alur  pulled  down,  292, 
316. 

Orange,  Prince  of,  married  to  Princess 
Mary,  231. 

Ordinance  for  raiung  men  and  money 
for  the  service  of  Ireland,  341 ;  Ibr 
putting  Scotland  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence, 344,  378;  for  raising  men, 
359  ;  for  an  excise,  374. 

Papists  excommunicated,  294,' 351,  S57, 
persecuted  and  banished,  327 ;  their 
rents  seised  to  make  up  the  Covenan- 
ters* losses,  465. 

Parliament  of  England,  their  demands 
to  his  Majesty,  294.  315  ;  estsblish  a 
Committee  of  War,  and  raise  forces, 
299 ;  petition  the  King  for  peace,  324. 

Peaceable  Warning  published,  321. 

Petidon  of  the  Noblemen,  &c.  to  the 
Privy  Council,  285. 

Pirates  infest  the  Coast,  331. 
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Queen,  brings  forces,  money,  and  ammu- 
nition from  Holland,  385 ;  lands  at 
Burlington,  and  is  cannonaded  in  her 
lodgings,  16. ;  arrives  at.  Newcastle, 
826. 

Rain,  a  great  one  in  Murray,  43. 

Rae,  Regent  John,  turns  lunatic,  280. 

Remonstrance  of  the  Earl  of  Crawford, 
&c.  to  the  Parliament  at  Oxford,  386. 

Sandilands,  Dr.  gets  a  grant  of  3500 
merks  out  of  the  bishopric  of  Aber- 
deen, 272. 

Scroggie,  Dr.  his  recantation,  282. 

Seaton,  Lord,  married  to  Lady  Hen« 
rietta  Gordon,  148; 

Ships,  four,  lost  on  the  sands  at  Aber- 
deen, with  92  soldiers,  44. 

Sinclair's  regiment,  their  debauched  be- 
haviour in  Aberdeen,  268, 


Spynie  Castle  taken,  188. 

St.  Andrew's,  Archbisliop  of,  flees  to 
England,  54. 

Stalker,  James,  murdered  %t  Turriff, 
271.  . 

Stonehaven,  town  of,  burnt,  482. 

Storm,  a  great  one,  13,  267. 

Strachan,  Capt.  John,  brings  over  sup- 
plies to  the  King,  and  is  knighted, 
295. 

Taxations  laid  on  the  country,  322,  34 1, 
348,  375,  378. 

Wedderbum,  William,  Minister  of  Be- 
thelnie,  deposed  for  fbrnicationi 
275 ;  restored  to  his  charge,  309. 

Weekly  Sermons  set  up  by  Dr.  Guild, 
272. 

Witches  burnt  in  Fife,  345. 


GLOSSAKY. 


AceKDEjns,  •ccenioDi. 

jtirt  and  pairt,  •  term  in  Scotch  Law, 
equiTslent  to  *'  midifig  and  abetting*' 
in  English  Law. 

Mwayt,  sometimes  signiflcs  kowsoerf 
.  e.  g.  p.  S.  **  always  the  earl  return- 
ed*'—-however -the  Earl  returned,  &c 

JUenarfy,  solely,  only. 

Jimlny,  pantry. 

jtnent,  over  against,  concerning. 

jiUour,  besides. 

Appearand^  heir  apparent. 

J9atni,  child' 

Bandf  bond,  engagement 

BeUialt  cattle  in  general. 

To  Beckf  to  curtsey. 

Bigging,  building. 

Birk,  birch. 

Bleat,  blunt,  sheepish. 

The  Bog,  or  Bog  of  Oight,  now  Gordon 

Castle. 
Bruiked,  enjoyed. 
Brigttner,  robber,  Fr.  6f^nd. 
Bridalf  marriage. 
Breekt,  breeches. 
BuMked,  dressed. 
By  and  Attvur,  besides,  moreover. 

Cautioner,  surety ;  tei  caution,  find  secu- 
rity. 

Cannify,  cunningly,  craftily. 

Chandler,  candlestick.     Fr.  ^anddier, 

CheU,  p.  38.  coffin. 

Cled  himtelf^  p.  182. 1.  22.  sheltered  him- 
self. 

Conquett,  acquired. 

Omfects,  comfits. 


Cifif  bought. 

Contumaced,  accused  of  contumacy. 

Corbie,  a  crow.     Fr.  corfooiu 

QntdeMcended  on,  specified. 

Crowner,  coroner. 

Cry  out,  call  ent,  prodain* 

Crop  the  Carney,  walk  boldlj  in  tbe  street 

C¥uude,  coin. 

Deaved,  deafened. 

Decored,  decorated. 

Ding,  beat,  conquer;  to  Sng  down,  to 
throw  down  with  violence  ;  dung  in, 
beat  in. 

Dishaunied,  abandoned,  left. 

Distrenxie,  distrain  by  law. 

Dreadure,  dread. 

Durvis,  commonly  Durris,  near  Aber- 
deen, now  belonging  to  tlie  Duke  of 
Gordon. 

JSffeving,  according  to,  agreeing  to. 
To  Eik,  to  add. 
Elymotinar,  almoner. 
Engi$te,  craft,  policy. 


Fand,  found. 

Fash,  fashing,  trouble. 

Fathious,  troublesome. 

Feed,  hired ;  a  servant*s /v,  bis 

Fortoean^  ancestors. 

Fore,  to  the  fire,  remaining. 

Frae,  from ;  iher^hae,  tlitrefrom. 

Ftye,  to  afflrighten. 

Gardie,  tbe  arm. 
Gate,  way,  road. 
To  Gar,  to  cause ;  gari,  caused. 
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GeoTf  property,  implcnenti. 
GvmHt  granary* 
Good'FaikeTf  fmther4n-l«w. 
Good'Sonf  ioD-iii*Iaw. 
Goodiire,  or  G^odtirt  grandfather. 
Go-summer,  the  latter  end  of  tumroer. 
Go-Aonwif  y  the  latter  end  of  har?est. 
Gimriet,  gailMge. 
Gouked,  foolish. 

SaiU,  whole. 
HeurMp,  plunder. 
To  Hany^  to  plunder. 
Harried,  plundered. 
HeaU,  healthy. 
Highgate,  highway. 

JTont,  pui  to  the  kamp  be  denounced  re- 
bels. 
Mound  out,  to  set  on,  encourage. 
Hote-netp  a  snare. 

I&  one,  every  one. 

lUegaU,  illegal  deeds  or  acts. 

Insight  pteniihing^  furniture  of  a  house, 

implements  or  utensils  of  husbandry 

kept  within  doors. 
Instrument,  to  take  instrument,  to  take 

a  legal  protestation. 
Infisre,  a  feast  at  a  new  married  woman's 

first  coming  home  to  her  house. 

Xaird,  a  traTelling  tinker  ;  Xaird  Tur^ 
ners,  small  base  money  made  by  tin- 
kers. 

Xeisi,  threw,  from  catf. 

KUnhgie,  the  bottom  of  the  kiln. 

jrnew,  knoll,  a  little  hill. 

Knock  rf  a  Yett,  knocker  of  a  gate. 

Xjfth,  appear,  to  keep  company  with. 

Lap,  leaped. 

Lax-fisher,  salmon  fisher. 

To  Leet,  to  put  in  nomination. 

limmar,  a  Tagabond. 

To  Lightly,  to  slight. 

Zown,  a  worthless  fellow. 

Loupt  to  leap. 

Loup  on,  to  go  to  horse. 

Lnrdamtf  a  fagabond. 


Ludcned,  gathered,  applied  to  garment. 
Ltfke-wake,  sitting  op  with  a  dead  corpse^ 

Masterful,  lawless.  • 

A  Mart,  a  fat  cow  or  ot. 

Maiden,  an  instrument  for  beheading  «ri* 

minals. 
Make  itead,  be  of  use. 
Mensde,  a  mixed  company,  mob. 
Meant  himseff',  humbly  applies. 
Meikle  or  Muckle,  much. 
Minted,  attempted  ;  to  mint,  to  attempt. 
MUknesi,  the  prodnoe  of  the  dairy. 
Mitkens,  passes  by,  does  not  heed. 
Mirknett,  darkness. 
Motfan,  means,  interest;  to  make  moyan, 

to  use  interest. 
Moaeh,  mouldiness. 
Mortified,  bequeathed.  • 
Mortichien,  a   disease  of   horses.      Fr. 

Mori  d'esohme. 
Mutch,  cap. 

A  Notar,  a  notary  public. 

Outhounden,  setters  on. 
Oyt  grandchild. 

Plack,  one-third  of  a  penny. 

Pose,  private  purse. 

Pursue,  to  attack ;  e.  g.    p.  9,  I.  20, 

**  punued  the  house,*'  attacked  the 

house. 
Pursukp  attack. 

To  Box,  to  stratch. 
Racktetsly,  rashly,  carelessly. 
The  Remanent,  the  rest. 
Besponsal,  responsible. 
Right  sua,  in  like  manner. 
To  R^,  to  search. 
Rive,  tear,  rand. 


Samen, 

To  Scale,  to  dismiss ;  the  kirk  is  scaled, 

the  congregation  as  dismissed* 
Scoug,  shelter,  cover. 
Scamedf  scorched. 
Sermt,  napkin,  towel.     Fr.  terviette. 
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Sldvep  a  ftlict  of  broad. 

Sic,  such. 

Stdiktf  io  like  manner. 

StUeTf  money,  lilver. 

SktUih,  loss,  hurl* 

Smoredt  smothered 

SomeTf  a  sturdy  beggar ;  io  joni,  to  take 

victuals,  drink*  &c.  by  force. 
Spoilxie,  plunder* 
To  Spier,  to  ask. 
Spraingt,  p-  29,  rajs» 
^ol,  laod-fiood* 
Spaik,  s|y>ke  of  a  wheel,  bier,  &c. 
Stob,  a  pointed  piece  of  iron. 
Stormstaid,  stopped    from  travelling   by 

bad  WMther. 
SterUed,  assessed. 
Sttnchiont,  bars. 
Stanked,  ditched* 
Swa,  Suitf  so. 
Sjffte,  then. 
Syde,  long,  applied  to  garments. 

Tkir,  these. 

lyueked,  thatched,  roofed. 

To  Tirr,  to  &trip  ;  to  iirr  a  houMe,  to  uo* 

roof  it. 
TtNi,  losU 
TinuU,  loss. 
Toom,  empty* 
TaifaU,  a  low  building  adjoining  to  a 

bouse. 


TowSf  ropes. 

A  Tri/slf  a  meeting  by  iqppoiatment. 

A  Trance,  a  passage. 

Tunable,  fit  for  packing  up. 

To  7>nr,  to  lose. 

UmgMhiief  e.  g*  "  the  umqubile  Laird," 

the  late  (or  deceased)  Laird. 
Underljf,  submit  to. 


Fakes,  is  vaca^it. 
VicttuU,  or  the  Victual,  < 
Finely,  lively,  distinct* 


ITaredf  spent,  laid  out. 

JVar,  worse. 

Wand-hed,  a  wicker  bed, 

Walycoat,  under  petticoat* 

Wardedy  impriHoned. 

Whiik,  which. 

^Atfo,  sometimes  used  for  vn///. 

To  fTtn,  to  dry,  applied  to  corn,  fke, 

Womided,  twisted,  or  rolled* 

WyUng,  choosing  out. 


f 


5^ 


Yard,  garden. 

Yerd,  earth;  loyerd,  to  put  under  t|r 

earth,  to  bury. 
Yeat  or  yeU,  gate,  door  |  put  io  Ike  yelhf 

put  out  of  doors. 
Yoked,  set  to  work. 


^ 


'V 


FINIS. 


Printed  by 
D.  Chalmcn  &  Ca  Aberdeen. 


%^ 


